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REGIONAL INSTITUTES FOR
GLOBAL CHANGE RESEARCH

ISSUE: Advance the concept of a Western Hemisphere institute
(either a single center or a network of affiliated centers) for
global change research to promote regional cooperation in the
natural, physical, and social sciences.

BACKGROUND: At the White House Conference on Science and
Economics Research Related To Global Change, President Bush
endorsed establishment of regional research institutes to broaden
understanding of the science and economics of global change. The
Western Hemisphere Institute, which could consist of a single
center or a network of affiliated centers, would:

o promote regional global change research in the natural,
physical, and social sciences, with a particular emphasis on
interdisciplinary studies;

o enhance cooperation and strengthen ties among and between
the Hemispheres;

o improve the scientific and technological capability of
countries within the region;

o establish linkages between global change research and the
policy process;

o improve overall regional understanding of global change.

Dr. D. Allan Bromley, the Science Adviser to the President,
solicited views from his counterparts in a number of countries
with respect to possible establishment of such an institute for
the Western Hemisphere. Several countries, including Canada,
Brazil, Mexico, Venezuela, Chile, Argentina and Uruguay were then
contacted for more formal governmental comment and ideas. All
expressed interest in the concept and several offered to host
such an institute. Presidents Salinas, Collor and Lacalle are
likely to raise the issue with President Bush.

The President should promote support for the initiative but
should avoid a commitment to establish such an institute in any
particular country. The U.S. is prepared to host the first
planning meeting to advance this concept early next year, with
the venue yet to be determined. Discussions will focus on the
scientific focus, structure and management, and location of an
institute.

TALKING POINT:

o I am pleased that Mexico has expressed interest in helping
develop a Western Hemisphere Institute for Global Change
Research. 1In keeping with our desire to make this a true
hemispheric effort, the United States is prepared to host an
initial regional meeting to define and plan the scope of the
proposed Institute's work and operations.
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