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ployment.
With the exception of abortion, voters have historically

trusted the Democrats more than the Republicans to handle
ea¢h of these social issues. And after the Democratic conven-
tion, Clinton seems to have the upper hand on the abortion
issjie as well. In Gallup’s post-convention poll, college-
edpcated female voters preferred Clinton to handle the
abprtion issue by a margin of 59% to 25%.

¢ Abortion Decision, Clarence Thomas
Or} the issue of abortion, college men and college womenare

ile sharing similar opinions on abortion, college women

rate the issue much higher in terms of their presidential vote
n do college men.

A January Gallup Poll found 18% of college women,

was so important that it would determine how they would
vote for president. A July Newsweek poll found 60% of college
wdmen and 46% of college men saying the recent Supreme
Court decision on abortion would be a major influence on
thdir presidential vote.

Democratic Senate candidates Carol Moseley Braun in
ois and Lynn Yeakel in Pennsylvania made an issue of

ilar to the proportion of college men (21%) who express
views. The hearings, however, do appear to have
affpcted coilege women differently than other Americans. A
M4y Gallup Poll found a plurality of college women (46%)
expressing an unfavorable opinion of Supreme Court Justice
Thpmas. Men and non-college-educated women tend to
haye favorable views of Thomas.

ton and the Character Issue

ile Clinton and the Democrats have an advantage with
befter-educated women on issues, Bush may be able to
copnter by raising doubts about the Arkansas governor’s
chqracter. The marital infidelity charges against Clinton
ea ly in the campaign may have had their most lasting
act among college-educated women. Prior to the Demo-
cratic convention, Gallup polls found close to half (47%) of
college-educated women saying Clinton was not personally
honest, Even after the convention, about a third of this group
(33%) said Clinton did not have the honesty and integrity to
sefve as president, higher than the percentage seen for
cotlege men (23%), non-college men (19%) and non-college
wamen (22%). e 192 T Guo Croanzaton
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Bipartisan Consensus? Ki

Abortion

American Viewpoint (R). July 8-13, 1992. N=1,000 adults nationwide:

N7
L

ALL Rep. Dem. ; Ind.
% % % %

“Congress is congidering legislation that would legalize the principles of the
Supreme Couri’s 1973 Roe v, Wade decision in which abortion becarne lzgnl,
Under this bill, states would be prohibited from restricting the right of a
woman to choose to have an aborkion before fetal viability, or at any time if the
aboriion is necessary to protect the health or the life of the woman. In short,
states would be prevenied from enacting any legislation that would have the
effect of denying access to abortion for women. In general, do you favor or
oppose this legislation?” :

Favor 55 51 60 54
Oppose 38 42 3 ' 38
Not sure 7 7 7 8

“As you may know, the Supreme Court recently decided that a woman has the
right o have an abortion until the fetus is viable but said that certoin
reatrictions—such as @ 24-hour waiting period, parental consent for girls under
age 18, and requiring doctors to provide informatinn on alternatives to
abortion—are legai as long ns an undue burden is not placed on a woman
seeking an abortion. In general, do you approve or disapprove of the Supreme
Court’s decision?”

58 38 62

Approve 59
Disapprove 3 35 36 32
Not sure 7 7 6 6

CBS News/New York Timas Poll. July 8-11, 1992. Nw1,346 aduits
nationwide:

ALL Rep. Dem. °© Ind
% % % %
“Which of these comes closest to your view? (1) Abortion should be generally
available to those who want it; or (2) Abortion should be available but under
stricter limits than it is now; or (3) Abortion should not be permitted.”

(1) Generally available 41 36 45 41
(2) Available, stricter limits 39 42 R 42
(3) Not permitted 18 20 19 16
Don't know 2 2 4 1

“If each state could make its own laws about abartion, would you want your
state to put limits on the avaslability of abortion, or not?”

Yas, limits 56 64 49 57
No limits 41 34 4B 40
Don’t know 3 2 3 3

The Poliling Report




