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W.,f.SHINGTON - Seventy ho­
mosexual men and women ,were 
murdered in the United States last 
year, 885 were attacked and 6,293 
suffered other abuses, according 
to a repQrt _released yesterday by 
the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force. 

, The victims Included Claudia 
Brenner, who was shot and criti­
cally wounded while her lover was 
killed on a camping trip. She told 
reporters she was participating In 
a news conference on the report to 
try to "add a face" to the statis­
tics. 

"Brutal attempted murder 
happened to me - and kllled Re-­
becca," she said. "It happened be­
cause we were Identified as lesbi­
ans." 

The report said Brenner and 
her friend were shot by a stalker 
while camping near the Appala­
chian Trail In Pennsylvania on 

t May; 13, 1988. 

It said 22 of the homosexuals 
were murdered In "antigay" at­
tacks and the other 48 kllllngs ap­
peared to be gay-related although 
the motivation could not be estab­
lished. 

• 

I l ~ 70 murders last year com­
, pa,tedl .. th 84 the year before and 
t1ie 885 ,._.u1ta compared with 
83S ~ \987, the report said~ . . 

,, t -,. > 
It ilaJd other abuses last year 

Included 5,548 cases of verbal ha­
ruamedt or threata, 449 or van­
datlsm, 205 of physical or verbal 
abuee by police, 54 bomb threats, 
nine arsons or bombings and 28 
other lncldents. · , 

The task force's recommenda­
tions included swift enactment of 
a federal Hate Crime Statlstlcs Act 
to monitor such abuses an'd train- · 
Ing of law enforcement authorities 

~ to respond to hate violence, --- -
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·• WASHirJGTON - Seventy ho-
mosexual men and women ,were 
murdered,ln the United States last 
year. 885 were attacked and 6,293 
suffered other abuses. according 
to a rcpQrt _released yesterday by 
the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force. 

The victims Included Claudia 
, Brenner, who was shot and crltl-

cally wounded while her lover was 
1 killed on a camping trip. She told 

reporters she was participating In 
a news conference on the report to 
try to "add a face" to the statis-
tics. 

"Brutal attempted murder 
happened to me - and killed Re-
becca," she sa.ld. "It happened be-

· cause we were Identified as lesbl· ... -
ans." 

J The report said Brenner and 
her friend were shot by a stalker 

~ while camping near the Appala-
chlan Trail In Pennsylvania on ... 
May 13, 1988. 4 

I It said 22 of the homosexuals 
were murdered In "antigay" at-
tacks and the' other 48 kJlllngs ap-

. peared to be gay-related although 
the motivation could not be estab-
llshed. 

The 70 murders last year corn-
t pared,wtth 64 the year before and 
the 885 assaults compared with 

· 835 In 1987, the report said. 

j It said other abuses last year 
Included 5,548 cases of verbal ha-
rassment or threats, 449 of van-
dalism, 205 of physical or verbal 
abuse by police, 54 bomb threats. 

1 nine arsons or bombings and 28 
.J other Incidents. 

The task force's recommenda-
tlons Included swift enactment of 
a federal Hate Crime Statistics Act 
to monitor such abuses and train- • 
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Surgeon General Koop called for a broad 
campaign aplnst drunken driving, includ· 
ing restrictions on alcohol advertising. Say· 

- ing he wanted to avert alcohol-related traf· 
fie fatalities, Koop, who is leaving office 
next month, also urged tougher blood-alco· 
hol standards and higher taxes on alcoholic 
beverages. tSt~ry ~ P!ge 86 l W/:f-tf 
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Attacks on Y: omosexuals 
Held ~l~ing~y Widespread 

Altholllb ~ 7,248 incidents of vb­
lence against gay people reported in 
1988 - Including slayings, assaults, 
threats and verbal harass ment - was 
'the largest number documented In a 
Single year, the task force attributecl 
aome of the pin to increased reportk\g 

lous organizations around the 
. As a result, Mr. Berrill said, 
year comparisons are difficulL 

"But we think the numbers are still 
alarming,'~ said. "The report is a 

Pros 

• Government does not, 
CIDOect or analyze statistics on crimes 
metlvtaed by racial hatred or other 
formsol bigotry. A bill to order die.Jus­
tice ~ment to cola.ct statJsdca oo 
bale Cl'illH!S wu not passed by Con­
&iel!I ·~ year, althouib proponents 
llave~ introduced the measure. 

lbe ~ rt said 70 homosexuals were 
slain in the United States last year. 

What's Sunday without The Times? 
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A Discrimination Decision 

Last Monday, the Supreme Court ruled on an em­
ployment discrimination case, Wards Cove Packing v. 
ALonio. The 5-to-4 decision shifted the burden of proof 
of discr imination in hiring onto the plaintiff - the 
job seeker. Previously , it was up to the defendant, the 
employer, to prove it had not engaged in discr im ina­
tory hiring practices. This ruling adhered to an earlier 
decision, Griggs v. Duke Power Co., which allowed 
companies to utilize standardized tests for hi r ing. / 

~ our exper ts give their views on these rul ings . 


