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Bush reference to gays )~c~ 
angers AIDS conferenc~ 
D Research Indicate• a hlghly 11ctlv11ted Immune syetem 
could be II m11Jor facto, In getting AIDS. Page A4. 

by boos and hisses. And as the vice president left tile 
1llt1m, he snld, "Who wns lhnt? Somt' RIIY Rfflll]~ • • 
lherer 

By Ellen Robtnson-lfaynes ..S~r a.ntt~ 6ee 
Bee Medlcal Writer , /,;J, / I!? The scientists, who came from <1 11 over tne wo. 

Rllcn<l"lhc unnunl lnlernnllonnl AIDS rcsf'nrch 111~11'1 
already were angered by the administration's prfl()e w ASHINGTON - Vice President George Bush out­

raged scientists, AIDS care providers and gay activists 
Monday with an offhand remark he made after a formal 
address to nearly 7,000 AIDS researchers. 

to require testing of all aliens and federal prison~rs. flt 
well as its request that states offer routine testing of al"' 
plicanls for marriage licenses and of patients visiting~ 
nereai disease clinics. ;. Bush's speech, which elaborated President Reagan's 

proposed order Sunday for mandatory AIDS testing and 
Increased routine testing, was Interrupted several times 

Bush 
Continued from page Al 

Reagan's proposed testing order, 
followed by Bush's remark, con­
firmed the administration's lack of 
sensitivity and understanding about 
AIDS, they said. The critics believe 
mandatory testing will offer little 
public health benefit. Reagan's posi­
tion, they said, jeopardizes the coop­
eration of the thousands of Infected 
individuals who have volunteered to 
be research subjects. 

"It Is evidence that the administra­
tion is not listening to the scientists." 
said California AIDS clinician Don­
ald Abrams, who runs the San Fran­
cisco General H~pltnl AIDS cllnlc. 
"We would be .better orr If lhls nd­
minlstratlon would listen to their 
surgeon general and not their attor­
ney general." 

Abrams' remark was echoed by 
' other scientists. as well as by mem­

bers of gay activist groups, who dem­
onstrated Monday afternoon at the 
White House and at the convention 
site against the administration's con­
troversial stand on testing. 

"It basically just points out the atti­
tude of this administration, which 
believes that AIDS is a gay disease," 
said Steven Webb, coordinator of the 
AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power. 

Lori Behrman, representing the 
Gay Men's Health Crisis In New 
York City said, Bush "made light of 
the situation and didn't take what 
these people were saying very seri-
ously." • 

Bush, who was raising money In 
the Carolinas for his presidential 
campaign Monday afternoor,. con-

firmed he had been curious about 
"who was hissing and booing his 
speech." said Stephen Hart, Bush's 
deputy press secretary. . 

But, Hart said, the remark Indi­
cates no more than simple curiosity. 

"He just thought maybe they'd 
been the ones to organize the hissing 
and booing,~ Hart said about the ref­
erence to gay groups. 

Responding to the scientists' dis­
approval of mandatory testing, Sur­
geon General C. Everett Koop, who 
has been adamant In his opposition 
to such testing, said the proposal to· 
require testing of aliens entering the 
United States falls clearly within 
public health r egulations regarding 
the control of Infectious disease. 

"Allens we have no choice about." 
h~ ~nl,t. nut. hr. ~nlfi, n llrr l~lnn hn~ 
not heen mode obout whelher Ille 
f ederal government can mandate 
that all federal prisoners be tested. 

" I'm not going to test anybody," 
said Koop. "I'm going to wait to see 
what the Department of Justice says 
about it." 

In regard to state and local testing 
of prisoners, Koop said some prisons 
are so overcrowded that testing 
might be Impossible. 

The scientists responded favor­
ably to the vice president's support 
for confidentiality of all test results, 
a qualification noticeably absent 
from Reagan's speech Sunday night. 
But they criticized his vow that poli­
ticians, not scientists or public 
health officials, will resolve such 
conflicting Interests as right-to-priva­
cy vs. protection of public health. 

"I think that would traditionally 
fall within the realm of the public 
health authorities," said San Francis­
co researcher Constance Wofsy. UBut 

., 
See BUSH, back page, AlJ . ,. 

at the culling edge, I think these will -
become judicial issues." · . 

Paul Holland, who heads the Si,ii­
ramento Blood Center and is the fot­
me r director or the Nalionc\l 
Institutes of Health blood bank, said: 

"Making a political decision i_n a 
vacuum of science is inappropriate 
and foolhardy." - ; 

Labor pact revives 
San Diego Symphony ; 

SAN DIEGO (AP) - The San Die­
go Symphony, silenced for 8½ 
months by labor and money pte!J­
lems, will resume concerts in NG· 
vember now that musicians have 
agreed to a new two-year contract. 
nlrldnl~ n11111111ncr,I Monday 1 

McmlJc~ o f the musicians 11111011 
ratified the contract Sunday night, 
accepting a reduced concert sched­
ule that symphony orrlcials said ~os 
needed to regain financial stablll ty.1 

The orchestra was disbanded lh . 
February after symphony officials 
failed to win concessions from must 
cians, who blamed the association', . 
financial problems on mismana~ 
ment. 

SETTING 
IT STRAIGHT 

The telephone number for ·. 
the Chautauqua Playhou~e -~ 
listed in The Bee's Monday · 
Scene section was incorrect. :" 
The correct number is 48:{I: .:~ 
7529. • · 
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