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BENJAMIN L. HOOKS ALY

Executve DFWchnCEO | QL
The Presidaent
The White House
Washiugton, b.v. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

With one stroke of your pen, you have told raclists, bigots
and hate mongers everywhere that violence based on race, religion
or sexual orientation will not be tolerated by the Bush
Adminlstration. I want to thank you formaily and personally for
your commitment to human rights for all Americans.

Wihhile we americans don't alwvays agree on policy, focus or

directivn, right-thinking people recognizge integrity when they see
1t.

l saw 1t Monday, April 23, and I have applauded 1it.

Having peen the target ot race haters for more than 80 years,
ve at the NaaCP viev the signing of the Hate Crimes Statistlcs Act
45 a major sitep 1n the direction of a bias-free aAmerica.

Even as I pen this 1letter, our national headgquarters 1in
bBaltimore, Maryland remains under Z24-hour police guard, stemming
Irom raclial attacks made against us. More than most Americans, we

know the danger Lthat bigots pose to the security and stabilaty of
Lhlls nation and our soclety.

Justice <challenged anywhere threatens jJjustice everywhere,
Your signing of the nate craimes D111l shows Chat you understand

Lhis and that you will fight to ensure that justice reigns for all
Americans,

He Know thls 1legislation w1ll not halt race-oriented
violence. but wve bpelieve 1t w1ll do much tovard helping us
understand the dimensions ot that violence and towvard devising
ways Lo ria our society or 1it.

A8 ve nave commended Congress for passing this bill, we now
commend you for siguing 1it.

Sincerely,

Joer

Benjamin L. Hooks
Executive Director



