














ECONDMICS & FINANCE

THE BUDGET

Democrats Hope Rescissions
Will Be Two-Edged Sword

Responding to GOP call for spending cuts,
party leaders plan list of their own

Stung by White House taunts, con-
gressional Democrats promised that
they will consider the spending-cut pro-
posals President Bush sent to Capitol
Hill on March 20, but they warned that
they will propose cuts of their own that
Bush and congressional Republicans
may not find as appealing.

“There is plenty of pork ... at the
other end of Pennsylvania Avenue,”
said Senate Appropriations Commit-
tee Chairman Robert C. Byrd, D-
W.Va. Byrd pledged March 25 that his
committee would mark up a bill with
some of the president’s spending cuts.
But, he said, “we will also include
some of our own rescissions as well.”

Byrd cited no specifics, but spend-
ing projects supported by Bush and

By George Hager

other Republicans are certain to be
among those on the Democrats' hit list.

Though it is likely that Congress
will agree to kill some of the spending
it approved for fiscal 1992, the two
sides seem headed toward a Cold War-
style, “mutually assured destruction™
showdown in which projects especially
prized by both sides will be put on the
block to make the experience a mutu-
ally painful one.

Bush Submits List

Bush started the dispute when he
sent Congress a list of 68 proposed
“rescissions,” or spending cuts. on
March 20. In a tough, combative
speech, he derided many of the
projects and said congressional spend-
ing was out of control. (Text, p. 831,
834; Weekly Report, p. 713}

Most of Bush’s first 68 rescissions
came from a list of 1,331 potential cuts
identified by the White House Office
of Management and Budget (OMB).

Congressional Republicans initially
said OMB would pick and choose from
the 51.2 billion worth of projects on the
list and send up a new batch every week
or so. But plans to deliver a package of
20 to 30 new rescissions to the Hill the
week of March 23 were canceled, and
sources said there would be no more
cuts proposed for at least another week.
GOP strategists said they want time to
see how the first package fares before
they send up more.

Presidential rescission proposals
are nothing new. From the time the
process was put in place by the 1974
Budget Act through March 19 of this
vear, the president had sent Congress
947 spending-cut proposals worth
$63.5 billion. Congress had enacted 675
cuts — inciuding many substitutions of
their own — worth $55.8 billion.

What is new is the plan by Bush and
GOP lawmakers to make a partisan
issue out of the cuts by sending Con-
gress several packages of rescission pro-
posals and then attempting to force
politically embarrassing votes on the
cuts between now and the fall elections.

Republicans sayv they will make use

Saying that it would be the first of many such requests,
President Bush on March 20 asked Congress to cut 68
items from spending that has already been approved for

fiscal 1992.

the projects.

The following list indicates the 68 items, the 1992 cost
in thousands of dollars and the members who sponsored
the funding or whose districts or states would benefit from

Project Amount Member
DEFENSE
Seawolf submarines, $2,765,900 Connecticut, Rhode
Navy shipbuilding Island delegations
Otner procurement, Navy 189,400 Connecticut. Rhode
Island delegations

AGRICULTURE
Blackbird control project 100 Sen, Quentin N. Burdick, O-N.D
Rasearch-animal care facility 300 Burdick
University roa@ construction 500 Burdick
Oilseed procassing plant 400 Burdick
Satlower research 200 Burdick
Asparagus rasearch 100 Rep. Bob Traxler, D-Mich.
East Lansing, Mich.
Celery research 39 Traxler

East Lansing. Mich.

Manure gisposal 100 Traxier

Arkansas poultry center 3,100 Sen. Dale Bumpers, D-Ark
Seadless table grape 100 Bumpers; Rep. John

juice re@search Paul Hammerschrmidt. R-Ark
Agricultural law resaearch 500 Bumpers

University of Arkansas

Vidalia arion storage 200 Sen. Wyche Fowler Jr.. D-Ga.
Urban pest research 100 Fowler

Mink feading. reproduction 45 Rep. Mark O. Hatfield.

research
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Project
Smali fruit research in Oregon
Cool-season legume research

Eastern filbert bhght research

Consolidation of R coastal
facilities

Food marketing center
Pesticide alternative research

Appalachian hardwood product
development. market analysis

Appie orchard management
Control of leafy spurge weed
Lowbush blueberry research

Mechanical tomate harvester
Mesquite, prickly pear research

Jojoba ol accumulation
Swine disease research
Promotion ot American-

Pacific agriculture

Cow-calf management

Amount

5200

Member

Washington, Oragon
and Ildaho delegations

400 Washington and
Idaho delegations

100 QOregen delegaticn

500 Sen. John H. Chafee, R-R.I.;
Rep. Ronald K. Machtiay, R-R.1

2,700 Sen Arlen Specter, A-Pa.

200 Cregon delegations

800  Sen. Robert C. Byrd.
O-W.Va.

49 Sen. Patrick J. Leahy, D-Vt

100

200 Sen. George J. Mitchell, D-Maine;
Rep. Olympia J. Snowe. R-Maine

100 Rep. Joseph M. McDage, R-Pa.

100 Sen. Lloyd Bentsen, D-Texas;
Sen. Phil Gramm, R-Texas

200 Sen. Pete V. Domenici, A-N.M.;
Rap. Joe Skeen, R-N.M

100 Rep Vin Weber, R-Minn

§00 Sen. Daniel K. Akaka,
D-Hawaii: Sen. Daniel K.
Inouye. D-Hawaii

200 Sen. Tom Harkin, D-lowa



of a rule that allows one-fifth of either
the House or the Senate to move to
discharge the Appropriations Commit-
tee from considering rescission propos-
als if it has not sent the proposals to the
flpor within 25 days of continuous ses-
sion. With a timeout for the Easter
recess in mid-April, floor battles over
the spending cuts could begin in May.
Members on both sides of Capitol
Hill got that process started the week
of March 23 by introducing a series of
bills containing the president’s 68
spending-cut proposals, plus 30 de-
fense rescissions worth $2.1 billion
that Bush sent to the Hill March 10.
Rep. Harris W, Fawell, R-Ill., said
he would fight for a separate up-or-
down House vote on each of the cuts,
but he predicted that there would be
an effort to bundle the cuts to make it
impossible to vote on them individ-
ually, a stratagem he called “one of
the oldest tricks with regard to pork.”
Hank Brown, R-Cole., said he and
his Senate allies *intend to file a dis-
charge petition on every single one of
the rescission proposals, and we in-
tend to have a vote on every one.”
Senate ally John McCain, R-Ariz.,
said he had a commitment from Bush
“to make this a daily issue between
now and when we get it resolved.”

House Appropriations subcommit-
tee chairmen plan to meet the week of
March 30 to decide how to handle the
president’s requests and whether to
bundle them with spending-cut pro-
posals of their own.

Though Bush
characterized the
projects on his list
as congressional
pork. the vast ma-
jority of the $3.6
billion in the
White House's
spending cuts —
nearly $3 billion of
the total — would
come from cancel-
ing construction of the second and third
Seauwolf submarines, a project origi-
nally requested by the White House.
Another 3547.7 million would be taken
out of public housing construction,
funding that was approved by Congress
with bipartisan support but over which
Congress and the Bush administration
have deep philosophical differences.

The remaining $86 million in sav-
ings would come from 63 spending cuts
that range in size from 320 million to
$39,000. The White House list tilts to-
ward projects sponsored by Democrats,
but not exclusively. According to an

Traxler
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analysis assembled by congressional
aides, the targeted projects are con-

nected in some way — such as per-
sonal request or location — to 45 indi-
vidual members and four state

delegations, including 17 Republicans.

Among the Republicans are some
heavyweights: Senate Minority Leader
Bob Dole of Kansas would lose fund-
ing for a University of Kansas study
grant; Pete V. Domenici of New Mex-
ico, ranking Republican on the Senate
Budget Committee, would lose fund-
ing for a municipal center in Bloom-
field, N.M., and for a research project
on jojoba oil.

The list of affected Democrats is
almost twice as long, with 28 targeted
to lose at least one project. Byvrd
would lose $800,000 in funding for a
project to conduct economic and mar-
ket analysis and some product devel-
opment for Appalachian hardwoods.

House VA-HUD Appropriations
Subcommittee Chairman Bob Traxler,
D-Mich., leads the list of targeted
Democrats, with seven projects pro-
posed for cuts, ranging from a $20 mil-
lion Environmental Protection Agency
research and training facility in Bay
City, Mich., to a $39,000 project to
develop fusarium wilt-resistant celery
germ plasm at East Lansing, Mich.

Project Amount

HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Construction of public housing $5.477

Member

Natronwide

Project Amount Member

Aefurbish Cresscn Strest 5700  Rep. Lawrence Coughin. R-Pa
trestie, Manayunk, Pa.

RAshabilitation of Ypsilant, 1,000 Rep. William ©. Ford, D-Mich

Miami Center for 2,500 Rep. William Lehman, D-Fla Mich., Pease Auditorium
Cantampaorary An Hawan Real Estate Commission 400
North Miami Beach 500 Lehman

Performing Arts Center INTERIOR

Biscayne Park. Fla., 100 Lehman Indian resarvation road sealing 8,600
recreetional fackities Facilities reconstruction 7.700
Water supply system 800  Sen. Bob Kerray, D-Neb in Perth Amboy ‘
tor Crawford, Neb. Trenton '

New York Aliance 1500  Rop. Bil Green, A-N.Y and Paterson, N.J

of Rasidance Thaaters Promote Hawanan arts, crafts 2,000
Sweet Auburm Curb Market 1,000 Fowler

Economic devetoprment 2,000 Harkin

in Davanport, lowa Nebraska Education 400
Government center 200 Maghtiey Department satallita

Warren, R.| Red River Basin chioride 3,000
Improvements to Asbury Park 100 Sen. Frank R. control. Texas and Oklahoma
community center Lautenbearg, D-N.J. Structural @rosion control 1.400
infrastructure development, 1200  Inouye Missoun River, Montana.

Hawaiian homelands Amerncan Water Works 1.300
Infrastructure development 1,000 Sen. Jim Sasser, D-Tenn Association Rasearch Foundation
Clinton, Tenn. National Wood Energy Assoc. 100
Job retention for Hawsiian 1,300 Inouye piomass gasification project

sugar cane workers Univarsity water projects 1,500
Bay City, Mich., development 3800  Traxler

Bloomfiald, N.M. 1.500  Domenici Bay City, Mich., research 20,000
municipal center and training facility

Business Marketing Alliance 500  Sen. Kent Conrad, D-N.C. University of Nebraska 100
Oxbow projact, Virginia 1,000  Rep. Rick Boucher, D-Va, wetlands research

Ashland, Ky., parking garage 1,000  Rep. Carl C, Perkins, D-Ky. Facilities for International 3,400

Myersdale, Pa., recraation 100

Pennsylvania racreation 1,500 Murtha

Rep. John P. Murtha, D-Pa.

Earth Science Network
Delta College Learning Center 800

cQ

Inouye

Admirustration request
Lautenberg:

Reps. Robert A. Roce. D:
Bernard J. Dwyer, D:
Christopher H. Smith. R
tnouye: Reps. Neit
Abercrombie, D:

Patsy T. Mink, D

Kerrey

Rep. Bill Sarpalius, D-Texas:
Rep. Jim Chapman, D-Texas
Rep. Pat Wiliiams, D-Mont..
Rep. Ron Marlenes, R-Mont
Leahy

Sen. Bob Dole, R-Kan..
Harkin: Kerray

Traxlar

Kerrey

Traxler

Traxier
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The Video Marketplace

embers of the House Energy and Commerce Commit-

tee are to vote the week of March 30 on how to

regulate the cable TV industry until true competition
comes along. But a host of competitors — broadcasters,
satellite operators, wireless cable, telephone and competing
cable franchises — have a long way to go before they can

stake claim to the cable industry’s market.

Broadcasters sayv they cannot compete against cable's
subscription and pav-per-view revenues. Other competi-
tors — satellites, wireless cable and telephone companies
— sav they lack equal access to cable programming and
have to contend with government barriers.

Cable

# Number of systems: Nearly
11,000,

e Number of subscribers: 56
million,

e Average monthly rate:
$17.34 for basic cable service,
according to the General Ac-
counting Office, which also re-
ports that basic rates have in-
creased 56 percent since 1986.

s Average number of chan-
nels: 36, though new technol-
ogies promise to more than
double current channel capacity.

¢ Advantages: Wider variety of programs than over-the-ar
broadcast; better picture guality; premium movie channels and
pay-par-view events.

e Drawbacks: For most consumers, broadcast television 1s the
only attermative to cable. Compiaints about prices and inferior
service have led lawmakers to try to impose rate and service
regulations on the industry, which was deregulated in 1986.

Broadcast

® Number of stations: 1,093 VHF, UHF and independent tele-
vision stations nationwide.

® Number of viewers: 98.2 million households.

& Average monthly rate: Free.

e Average number of channels: 94 percent of television house-
holds are in markets with five or more stations, typically three
major networks, a public broadcasting station and an indepen-
dent, according to the Federal Communications Commission.

e Advantages: Free to viewers and offers a government-man-
dated public service function, Over-the-air programs account
tor about 70 percent of what cable viewers watch.

o Drawbacks: Limited viewing options, reception often inferior.

Satellite

¢ Number of owners: 3.5 mil-
lion homes use satellite dishes
to raceive television programs.

¢ Average monthly rate: 317
for most popular cable chan-
nels, though satellite viewers
also may choose programs indi-
vidually at extra cost. Viewers
must purchase a satellite dish
package, including receiver and
decoder, that costs from $3.000
to $5.000 instalied.

e Average number of chan-
nets: More than 200 video and 100 audio channels.

® Advantages: More channel capacity than cable, nationwide
audio and video broadcasts; and innovation has led to dishes
as small as 1 foot in diameter.

e Drawbacks: High upfront costs; high costs for cable-con-

trolled programmng. precipitation can degrade picture quality
on smaller dishes.

Wireless cable

& Number of systems: About B0 communities are equipped to
deliver ¢able programming to homes through microwave signals
rather than wires.

o Number of subscribers: 400.000.

e Average monthly rate: $15 for basic cable service.

e Average number of channels: 20. including most popular
cable programs.

e Advantages: Less expensive than cable: industry claims
wireless offers a better picture than cable. No right-of-way
probiems and no need for local franchises.

e Drawbeacks: Limited channe! capacity. The slow pace of fed-
eral licensing has stfled industry growth. While more program-
ming has become available. the wireless industry complains of
having to pay as much as 800 percent more than cable operators.

Telephone companies

e Number of systems: 200 lo-
cal telephone companies provide
cable service in rural areas under
an exemption from a 1984 ban
on telephone company entry into
the cable industry.

e Average monthly rate: Tele-
phone company-owned cable
service offers rates that are $1.20
lower than those offered by cable
companies. according to a recent
Southern lllinois University study.

® Average number of chan-
nels: 36.

# Advantages: Same as traditional cabie television service.

o Drawbacks: Telephone company entry into cable programming
is banned in all but rural areas with less than 2.500 population. It is
feared that phone companies would use revenues from their cable
operations to subsidize their unregulated phone business, unfairly
impeding competition and raising customers’ phone rates.

Second cable franchises

o Number of systems: Only 53 communities are wired for two
cable systems. according to the cable industry.

e Average monthly rate: Rates between competing cable sys-
terns are often as much as 20 percent lower than those in
communities with one cable system. according to the Senate
Commerce Committee. Per channe! prices can be as much as 50
percent lower.

@ Average number of channels: 36.

e Advantages: Lower prices. Competition also s said to in-
crease service quality.

® Drawbacks: It 15 impractical to wire one community with two
competing cable systems. Otten, franchising authorities give
exclusive contracts to Just one system. Also, existing cable
systems often buy out the competitor or wage court battles to
retain exclusive franchises.
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was predictably negative. James P.
Mooney, president of the National Ca-
ble Television Association, said it “ap-
pears less extreme than S 12 on rate
regulation” but added that it stil]
“goes way too far.”

Steve Effros, president of the
Community Antenna Television Asso-
ciation, was more blunt, pointing to
the ongoing House check-kiting scan-
dal as reason why lawmakers should
not intrude in the cable marketplace.

“I'm still confounded by the notion
that congressmen think they can
micromanage everybody else’s busi-
ness. They seem to be proving thev
can't run their own,” he said.
“They've got this down to details, like
telling a car dealer if you offer leather
seats, you've got to have a sunrcof.”

Rate and Service Regulation

The House bill mirrors its Senate
companion in many ways, adopting
the Senate definition of which cable
systems would face rate regulation.

Under both bills, rate regulation
could be avoided only if fewer than 30
percent of households subscribed to ca-
ble or if at least two sources of multi-
channel video programming were of-
fered to at least half of the households
and 15 percent subscribed.

The House bill would require the
Federal Communications Commission
{FCC) to set a new rate for basic cable
service, the lowest-priced tier that
would include all local and public, edu-
cational and government channels and
any distant broadcast signals carried.
Operators would be free to include addi-
tional programs in the basic tier.

For other cable offerings, except
premium subscription movie channels,
the bill would require the FCC to
identify cable industry ‘“renegades”
who charge unreasonable rates. The
FCC would be required to consider
increases in general consumer prices,
as well as the comparable rates of sim-
ilarly situated cable systems, in deter-
mining unfair rate increases.

The committee draft refines a Sen-
ate attempt to deter cable operators
from shifting popular programming
away from its regulated basic tier. The
House proposal would mandate that
any distant broadcast signals carried
by a cable operator — including such
popular superstations as Chicago’s
WGN and Atlanta’s WTBS — be of-
fered on the lowest-priced basic tier.

In contrast, the Senate bill would
mandate that the regulated basic rate
apply to the first tier that attracts at
least 30 percent of cable subscribers,

“I'm still confounded by the notion
that congressmen think they can
micromanage everybody else’s
business. They seem to be proving
they can't run their own.”

—Steve Effros, president,

Community Antenna
Television Association

even if that package was not the low-
est-priced.

By including distant signals in the
basic tier, House sponsors seek to keep it
popular enough to maintain the interest
of cable programmers and advertisers.

Unlike the Senate bill. which would
allow any citizen to appeal to the FCC to
lower rates considered unreasonable,
the House bill would allow only fran-
chising authorities and local govern-
ments to file complaints with the FCC.

The House bill would allow con-
sumers to form groups, to be certified
by the franchising authority, to moni-
tor local cable systems’ behavior. Each
group would be required to be made
up of at least 5 percent of a system’s
subscribers but would have no power
to file FCC complaints. “Their exis-
tence is the authority they need,”
Markey said.

In another departure from the
Senate version, the bill would ban ca-
ble operators from forcing consumers
to subscribe to a more expensive tier
of service when they want only indi-
vidual premium channels such as
HBO or Showtime.

The price of home equipment also
would be regulated. The bill would re-
quire the FCC to set a maximum price

GOYERNMENT & COMMERCE

for remote control devices, converter
boxes, additional outlets and installa-
tion. And the agency would set mini-
mum standards for customer service
and consumer protection.

The bill includes language, similar
to that included in the Senate bill by
Patrick J. Leahy, D-Vt., that would
require cable operators to ensure that
cable technology is compatible with
advanced features in television sets
and videocassette recorders.

Enhancing Competition

The bitl’s attempts to enhance
competition focus on two issues: giving
broadcasters compensation for use of
their signals and helping other poten-
tial competitors gain better access to
cable programs.

The retransmission consent lan-
guage was sought by the broadcast in-
dustry, which long has surrendered lo-
cal signals to cable operators free of
charge.

Under the provision, broadcasters
would have the option of negotiating
with cable operators for permission to
retransmit their local signals for a fee
or simply requiring the cable operator
to carry their signal for free. Smalter
broadcast stations that fear being
dropped by cable are likely to pass on
their programs free. Broadcasters
would be required to make the choice
every three years.

By including that language, Mar-
key and Dennis E. Eckart, D-Ohio,
hope that the lobbying clout of the
broadcast industry will ailow them 1o
repeat the winning strategy of the
Senate, which easily passed the bill
73-18.

Much of the cable industry's con-
cerns, however, center on provisions
that would restrict business deals that
are stuck between cable operators and
those who provide cable programs.

The Senate bill and the Energy
and Commerce draft would ban cable-
affiliated program distributors from
unreasonably refusing to deal with ca-
ble competitors who seek program-
ming. It also would ban discrimination
in the price, terms and conditions of
the sale or delivery of programming.

Both bills also would deny the ca-
ble industry a provision it sought dur-
ing the 1990 cable re-regulation battle
— language explicitly allowing exclu-
sive contracts between cable operators
and programmers.

Instead, both bills would prohibit
cable operators from coercing pro-
grammers to enter into exclusive con-
tracts as a condition of carriage. =
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

First Nod for New Columbia;
Statehood Still Unlikely

Democratic supporters of creating
the 51st state — New Columbia
— received a token hoost March 26
when a House panel voted to grant
statehood to the District of Columbia.

Approved by the House District of
Columbia’s Judiciary Subcommittee
on a party-line vote of 5-3, the bill
(HR 2482) would give the District the
same voting rights as other states, in-
cluding the election of two senators
and a voting House member. Cur-
rently, District residents are repre-
sented by a D.C. delegate, who can
vote in committee but not on the floor,
and two “shadow” senators, who have
no voting privileges.

With such clear opposition from
Republicans, there is little chance that
the measure will clear Congress soon.
And if it does, President Bush has
threatened a veto.

Republicans argue that the mea-
sure is unconstitutional because the
Constitution established the param-
eters of a federal government district.
As the panel’s ranking Republican,
Bill Lowery, Calif., said, “The perma-
nent seat of government was created
by the Constitution, not by Congress.”

But Republicans may also have an-
other concern. District residents have
traditionally voted for Democratic
presidential candidates, and the three
non-voting members of Congress from
the District are all Democrats.

Bill sponsor and D.C. Democratic
Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton said after
the markup that no state in the his-
tory of the Union was admitted the
first time it tried, and she would not
be surprised if the bill fails this time.

The push for statehood gained new
momentum in 1990 when District resi-
dents elected Jesse Jackson to be a
“shadow™ senator to lobby members
of Congress on the issue. So far, Jack-
son has met with 53 members of the
Senate, with mixed resulits.

According to Frank Watkins, na-
tional coordinator for the D.C. state-
hood campaign, 31 senators have told
Jackson that they will vote for state-
hood. That list includes 30 Democrats
and Arlen Specter, R-Pa.

By Elizabeth A. Palmer
and Christine C. Lawrence
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BOXSCORE

Bill: (HR 2482) District of
Columbia statehcod.

Latest action: On March 26,
House District of Columbia
Committee Judiciary and
Education Subcommittee
approved the bill, 5-3.

Next likely action: Full committee
April 2.

Norton argues that “there is grow-
ing and outspoken impatience in every
ward of the District with an inferior
form of American citizenship unique
to the residents of Washington, D.C."

If people are unhappy at not hav-
ing  congressional  representation,
“they can move to Maryvland,” coun-
tered Thomas J. Blilev Jr., Va.. the
committee’s ranking Republican.

Constitutional Question

Perhaps the most important ques-
tion for the District is whether state-
hood would be constitutiona! under
Article 1. Section 8, Clause 17 of the
U.8. Constitution.

The clause savs that it is in the
power of Congress “to exercise exclu-
sive legislation in all cases whatsoever,
over such District (not exceeding 10
miles square) as may, by cession of
particular states, and the acceptance
of Congress, become the Seat of Gov-
ernment of the United States.™

The Bush administration contends
that, absent a constitutional amend-
ment, Congress cannot give back con-

trol over the lands ceded to it by
Maryland and Virginia more than 200
vears ago.

Supporters of statehood argue that
District residents have all the burdens
of states with none of the benefits.
“How can we demand that federal
taxes be paid and that local people die
in wars and then specifically deny
them the right to express their posi-
tion at the ballot box?” asked D.C.
Committee Chairman Ronald V. Del-
lums, D-Calif.

But other members contend that
because of the annual federal pay-
ment, District residents are already
treated differently than state citizens.
Congress appropriated $630.5 miilion
for fiscal 1992 (PL 102-111) for the
District. The funds are intended to
compensate the city for the costs of
accommodating the federal govern-
ment.

The legislation would continue the
federal pavment, arriving at the num-
ber by subtracting the costs of provid-
ing services to the federal government
and potential losses of reve—ue caused
by the presence of the federal seat,
from the revenue gained as the result
of the government’s presence.

Other Provisions

Under the bill, only buildings in a
“federal enclave” would remain under
the exclusive control of Congress. Capi-
tol Hill, the White House, the Supreme
Court and all federal buildings sur-
rounding the mall area would be in-
cluded in the enclave, an area of ap-
proximately 1,400 acres, called the
National Capital Service Area.

During the subcommittee markup,
Republican panel members offered
numerous amendments, most of which
were defeated 3-5, almed mainly at
the issue of the state’s new constitu-
tion. Bliley and Lowery offered
amendments that would require a sep-
arate vote by District residents on the
ratification of the constitution drafted
by the City Council. Lowery's amend-
ment also would have required that
Congress adopt a resolution approving
the proposed constitution.

The panel adopted, 5-3, four amend-
ments by Norton that would provide for
a two-vear transition commission to
help the District become a state, allow
the new state to impose taxes on federal
property if Congress permits, prohibit
the new state from changing existing
height limitations on buildings without
the consent of Congress, and grant vot-
ing rights to residents who live in the
area designated the federal enclave. m
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Productivity Growth

Annualized growth rate (percent)
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Misery Index

The misery index - the sum of the unemployment rate and CPI inflation rate - fell substantially in the 1980s.
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Real Income Growth

Median income adjusted for inflation grew only slightly from 1977 to 1980, and has grown by over 8 percent since then.
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Real Median Family Income

Median family income adjusted for inflation is higher now than in any previous administration.
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Growth in Real Median Family Income
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Change in Real Household Income by Quintile

Percent change
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Real Per Capita Disposable Income
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Middle-Class Income Gains

Percent change
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Total Civilian Employment
Millions of workers
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Changes in Unemployment Rates

Percentage point change
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Changes in Unemployment Rates by Race

Percentage point change
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Average Income Tax Rates for Median
Income Families

The average individual incoma tax rate for tamilies earning the median income has fallen since 1980.
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Shares of Federal Income Tax Payments by Income Class

The share of income taxes paid by the lowest 40 percent has dropped. The share of income taxes paid by the top 5
percent has increased.
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Poverty Rates for Persons

Percentage point change
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Poverty Rates for Female-Headed Households

Percentage point change
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 17, 1992

Dear Mayo ell:

On hokh=21F ~F Lt Pre-*7-t Y nk yeu about
t .o . ing «ou : are
fucainy vus wmaciOn. President Bush reads your letters and
knows that we are in difficult times, but he also believes
that these hard times are just about over. The latest
economic¢ indicators are all pointing to a very healthy
recovery this year and the President wants that trend to
continue for years to come.

President Bush appreciates the many suggestions that the
Administration has received from people all across the
country; I can assure you that we share the same objective:
to get the economy moving and getting people back to work.
The President has proposed to Congress both a short-term plan
that will get this economy moving immediately, and a long-
term plan which will improve the economy for the future and
help to ensure that we meet the challenges of competing in a
global economy.

Some of these proposals are new. Others, President Bush
first asked Congress to pass, beginning in 1989. - If Congress
had passed our pro-growth initiatives then, we would not be
facing such hard times now. When he outlined his proposals
to Congress in the State of the Union Address, the President
said that the American people want action now, for the
Congress to put aside partisan politics and rise to the
occasion and work together for the common good of our great
country.

I assure you that this Administration is working hard to see
that action -- and, equally important, the right kind of
action -- is being taken. As I mentioned before, you can see
from the latest economic indicators that America is beginning
to get back on the track to prosperity. That robust rebound
will continue through this year and can continue on into the
future if the Congress works with the Administration for the
good of the entire country.



Thanks again for writing. I apologize for the delay in
responding but the days have been hectic around here
recently, as they should be. Your thoughts are always
welcome and noted by the Bush Administration. With the
President's best wishes and my own,

for Int™governmental Affairs

The Honorable Lester J. Spell, Jr.
Mayor

City of Richland

Office of the Mayor

Richland, MS 39218
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February 28, 1992

- President George Bush
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

I want to thank you for the strong and dedicated
leadership you have given America. My family and I
were proud to vote for you nearly 4 years ago.

Mr. President, there seems to be a prevalent and
growing frustration among Americans that many of our
country’s elected officials have forgotten about US;
forgotten about the working and deserving families;
forgotten about our businesses; and forgotten about
our cities and towns. As a middle class working
American raising a family; as a mayor of a small
municipality burdened with increasing costly state and
federal mandates; and as a small business owner, I
share the increasing desperation of people across
Anerica. For many the color of the American dream is
fading. We wonder why the rest of the world has
become more deserving of our monies than we are. As
our families, our businesses, our cities and towns
struggle harder to make ends meet, we care less and
less about the rest of the world. We are growing
tired and angry while our government continues to
cuddle a largely ungrateful world with our monies.

At civic club meetings; at farmers meetings; at
Chamber of Commerce meetings; at church gatherings; at
PTA meetings; and at City Hall meetings, Americans are
asking, "Why don’t we coun% anymo:re?" The people of
this country want and desperately need far more than a
politically appealing band-aid; we want our leaders to
show us that we are the most important people and we
want to be shown NOW! Show us by cutting wasteful
foreign spending. Show us by returning revenues to
cities and towns which are being burdened with costly
federal regulatiuns and being strained with the
building and repairing of expensive infrastructure.







THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 17, 1992

Dear Mayor Steinbach:

On beh *~° ~© *%~ Me=--ide=+  +hant ven for your message about
the ec 2SS : issues that are
facing vui mavivn. rivwawesns Busn reaus your let wrs and
knows that we are in difficult times, but he also believes
that these hard times are just about over. The latest
economic indicators are all pointing to a very healthy
recovery this year and the President wants that trend to
continue for years to come.

President Bush appreciates the many suggestions that the
Administration has received from people all across the
country; I can assure you that we share the same objective:
to get the economy moving and getting people back to work.
The President has proposed to Congress both a short-term plan
that will get this economy moving immediately, and a long-
term plan which will improve the economy for the future and
help to ensure that we meet the challenges of competing in a
global economy.

Some of these proposals are new. Others, President Bush
first asked Congress to pass, beginning in 1989. If Congress
had passed our pro-growth initiatives then, we would not be
facing such hard times now. When he outlined his proposals
to Congress in the State of the Union Address, the President
said that the American people want action now, for the
Congress to put aside partisan politics and rise to the
occasion and work together for the common good of our great
country.

I assure you that this Administration is working hard to see
that action -- and, equally important, the right kind of
action -- is being taken. As I mentioned before, you can see
from the latest economic indicators that America is beginning
to get back on the track to prosperity. That robust rebound
will continue through this year and can continue on into the
future if the Congress works with the Administration for the
good of the entire country.



Thanks again for writing. I apologize for the delay in
responding but the days have been hectic around here
recently, as they should be. Your thoughts are always
welcome and noted by the Bush Administration. With the
President's best wishes and my own,

Sjfigerely,
J J. Snyder
Special As ant to the President

for Intergovernmental Affairs

The Honorable Howard Steinbach
Mayor

City of Banks

Box 428

Banks, OR 97106
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. City of Banks
100 South Main Street (City Hali)
Post Office Box 428
/ Banks, Oregon 97106 -0428
[503) 324-5112

-

Jan. 27,1991

Hon. Geo Bush
President
Washington D.C.

) Dear President Bush:

y The City of Banks has been given notice toc complie with
the Clean Water Act of 1986 regarding surface water. The
City of Banks will meet the deadline of the notice regardless
of the difficulty.

This letter is not about the City of Banks, but the
country and its problems. Everything that I have to write may
have been presented before, but if there is only one thing that
you would care to use feel free to use it as your own.

Infastructure of cities and towns need to be taken care.
A 30 to 40 billion item that would not have tc be added as a
new debt. EPA and FMHA already have funds available, combine
these funds and offer to cities and towns at a low interest of
around 3%, and cut the paper work involved to get the funds. This
would be a revolving loan fund.

The homeless. The government has and will continue to
close many military bases in this country. These could be
utilized by the homeless and schocls could be established to
retrain these people.

Medical care. Right now insurance companies are costing
close to 30% of the health care dollar. They have to be eliminated
or told to reduce their cost to 10% or less. Reward the
insurance companies by giving them half of the difference be-
tween actual cost (below 10%) and 10%. Hospitals are still
building large complex organizations. Until hospitals achieve
a 75 to 80% bed census they can not build. Eliminate the multi-
tier pricing structure of the drug industry. Allow them to sell
at one price only except to state and federal.

On the environment. There are millions of cars lying in
junk yards and along roads in this country. There should be
none. Exclusivity by insurance companies and others cost
millions of gallons of fuel. Give people freedom of choice.

On the economy. In April of 1991 I went to Japan on my dime
to see what it was like. I stayed away from the population areas
and journeyed to the southern area. Except for food, lumber,
and raw materials there is nothing that Japan needs from America
except money to keep its economy going. There is very little
that I can afford to buy in the electronic business that is not
made overseas.




Clty of Banks
100 South Main Street (City Hail)
Post Office Box 428
Banks, Oregon 97106 -0428
(503) 324-5112

Pg 2. President Geo. Bush Jan 27,1991

The government should grant to manufacturers funds to
carry out research and development for consumer oriented
products. Funding now going to colleges and universities
could be used for this. & provisio would be that any product
that made it to the consumer and increased our standard of
living would repay the government some of the grant, but
would be rewarded by future grants in the same area. No
fruition would mean no further funds.

On education. A plethora of people trying to tell
teachers and others how to teach. Confusion everlasting.
The result is that no one knows what the are doing or what
they should be doing. Except for funding eliminate education
at the federal level. The states must produce or lose federal
funds. Mandatory levels at certain grade levels.

On drugs. I have always thought that the best way to get
rid of the drug problem in this country is two-fold. First
eliminate the peddlers and then give the addicts free drugs.

I still hold to this thought but it would be improper to
eliminate the peddlers so life could be justly called for.

On housing. No tax credit for first time home buyers.
No tax credits for anyone. The government should buy into
housing as I believe it once did by paying part of the interest
of the home.

This has gone on long enough.

The best to you in 1992.

Sincerely yours,

‘QMM

Howard Steinbach
Mayor

City of Banks
Box 428

Banks, Or. 97106




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 13, 1992

Dear Mayor Nicol:

On behalf of the Pw~~f4~=+ thank you for your letter regarding
his plan to help ly and your status as a businessman in
New Jersey. I S.i.vce.c.y uwpologize for the delay in responding to
your correspondence but it has been a bit hectic around here
lately.

Though the Administration cannot directly intervene in your
personal business matters, I have already taken the liberty of
forwarding a copy of your letter to the appropriate officials at
the Department of the Treasury, so that they may provide it with
a more thorough and in-depth review and evaluation. Be assured
that they will give your thoughts the utmost consideration,
because we are always eager to hear your comments.

As the March 20th deadline for Congressional action on an
economic recovery plan winds down, I think you can see one of the
problems the Administration faces in attempting to push forward
with an agenda. The initial numbers look good so far this year
and hopefully, we can all come together and work towards the
necessary goal of putting America back on track to prosperity.

Again, I apologize for the wait and thank you for writing. With
the President's best wishes and my own,

Special

p€s J. Snyder
Esdstant to the President
for I governmental Affairs

The Honorable T.B. Nicol
Mayor of Brielle

c/o: Kelle Chevrolet

South Main Street
Farmingdale, New Jersey 07727
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Kelle Chevrolet

SOUTH MAIN ST.
FARMINGDALE, N.J 07727
201.938-7571

January 29, 1992

President George Bush
White House
Washington, D.C. 20013

Dear Mr. President:

It was with great interest I listened to your speech
last evening! You came across 45 a very sincere
individual who honestly wants to help the economy.
However, "Where's the Beef?"

I am the directly elected (by the people) Mayor in
Brielle, N.J. I own a small Chevrolet Dealership

-in Farmingdale, N.J. and an automobile race track

in Wall Township, N.J. I've worked hard and have never
voted for a Democrat. The town I've lived in for the
past 25 years has never even had a Democrat run for
office. I love my Country and The Republican Party.
I've never had a mortgage on my house until this year.
I had to mortgage the "Ranch" to have cash flow.

Am I better off than I was four years ago? Boss, they
are going to do a number on you with that phrase!

I'm trying to put up a new building for my Chevrolet
Dealership. T've been trying to obtain fimancing for
2 years. We own the property outright where the
building is to be built. PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE tell
me which banks you were talking about in your State of
The Union Address!! 1'11 build - I'1l put people to
work - I'll hire more people at my new location -

I'll be better off thanm I was four years ago.




Give me something concrete. Give me back my
Entrepreneurial America! Give me less red tape.

I can earn a living and employ people, but I need

to be able to finance. I'm not a dead beat. I can't
walk on water. My government has to help the small
business people who employ 807 of the U.S. working
force.

Reality, Sir -- i: is something you must address now.

Very truly yours

TBN:pnb




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 17, 1992

Dear Mr. Moss:

On 'k~ ~° 7 *v- Teosidewmd bhank ven far vour message about
the is: s that are
facing our Nation. rresiusne vuss sewwe ;-2 ___ters and

knows that we are in difficult times, but he also believes
that these hard times are just about over. The latest
economic indicators are all pointing to a very healthy
recovery this year and the President wants that trend to
continue for years to come.

President Bush appreciates the many suggestions that the
Adnministration has received from people all across the
country; I can assure you that we share the same objective:
to get the economy moving and getting people back to work,
The President has proposed to Congress both a short-term plan
that will get this economy moving immediately, and a long-
term plan which will improve the economy for the future and
help to ensure that we meet the challenges of competing in a
global economy.

Some of these proposals are new. Others, President Bush
first asked Congress to pass, beginning in 1989. 1If Congress
had passed our pro-growth initiatives then, we would not be
facing such hard times now. When he ocutlined his proposals
to Congress in the State of the Union Address, the President
said that the American people want action now, for the
Congress to put aside partisan politics and rise to the
occasion and work together for the common good of our great
country.

I assure you that this Administration is working hard to see
that action -- and, equally important, the right kind of
action -- is being taken. As I mentioned before, you can see
from the latest economic indicators that America is beginning
to get back on the track to prosperity. That robust rebound
will continue through this year and can continue on into the
future if the Congress works with the Administration for the
good of the entire country.



Thanks again for writing. I apclegize for the delay in
responding but the days have been hectic around here
recently, as they should be. Your thoughts are always
welcome and noted by the Bush Administration. With the
President's best wishes and my own,

Sf‘ Jo

Snyder
Special Assjystant to the President
svernmental Affairs

Mr. Clif Moss

Councilmember at Large

City of Corpus Christi

P.0. Box 9277

Corpus Christi, TX 78469-9277
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MANAGEMENT.
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President George Bush
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Bush,

As a long time Republican supporter, a retired engineer, using my
Social Security and Medicare, and as an elected official, | am concerned about
current national domestic policy news [ see and read:

I. We need to pay off our deficit at the earliest possibie. It's the
economic lodestone U.S. taxpayers and economy are burdened with.

2. Any “Peace Dividend” shouid be applied against deficit. Before
applying it to initiate or expand social programs.

3. No taxes should be reduced before the deficit is paid off.

4. [ recently heard on ABC News the military appropriations bill had
$3.2 billion added - over requests of the Pentagon considered in hearings.

5. I understand in that $3.2 billion was a large appropriation for more
military food that is being disposed of as "surplus”. (-Texas Comptroller, att.).

6. [ saw recently on the TV show 60 Minutes we spend $billions
annually t0 maintain a huge military warehouse at Harrisburg, Pa., which not
only has more than enough of most items, but also stores surplus military food
like above, and includes such obsolete items as out of date hospital bathrobes,
etc. Donating such items to the former Soviet Union nations now might help
them get out of socialism, at no cost to the US. taxpayers. Further, it would
help US. taxpayers by reducing costs to maintain such questionable inventory.

Please give these and any other cost savings your earnest attention.

Singerely, /
Ay s

Reswlence: P.O. Box 6161 # Corpus Chrivti. Tevas 78411 @ (512) 854-9514
P.0O. Box 9277 * Corpus Christi. Tevas 7%469-9277  (512) 880-3105
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operation Desert Share

Surplus tems available

pproximately $350 million

worth of food and other sur-

plus items are available to

the states for distribution,

according to Marvin Titzman, Execu-
tive Director of the Texas Surplus
Property Agency (TSPA). The federal
surplus food and other commodities
are a part of Operation Desert Share, a

Department of Defense program.

The TSPA will allocate food to eli-
gible organizations that can justify T
a need for the food items. TSPA
will fill emergency requests first, and
then allocations will be made on a first-
come, first-served basis. Containers of
food items are available at TSPA ware-
houses.

Organizations eligible for surplus per-
sonal property are non-profit health
and educational organizations or
organizations whose activities are
tax-exempt under Section 501 of the
1954 IRS Code. These may include:

» providers of assistance to the home-
less;

* organizations that receive funds appro-
priated for programs for older individuals
under the Older Americans Act of 1965;

* medical institutions;

* hospitals and clinics;

e health centers;

* schools, colleges, and universities;

* schools for the mentally retarded;

» schools for the physically handicapped;

* child care centers; and,

* museums and libraries.

Some of these organizations may need to obtain
a letter from a local official that certifies them as
such an organization.

Following are the types of food items availabie:

Meals Ready-to-Eat (MRE)

This is a complete individual meal in a pouch.
There are 12 different menus. Generally a meal/
pouch includes an entree, a starch product,

dessert, crackers, spread, candy, salt, matches, and
toilet tissue. The MRE is normally heated in boil-
ing water. It is not microwaveable.

Meals Ordered Ready-to-Eat (MORE)

The MORE is an individual supplemental meai
composed of single servings of off-the-shelf foods
available at your local grocery store. A MORE
consists of an entree, soup, fruit cup, pudding
cup, candy, and a spoon. The entree and soup
may be heated in boiling water. If it is in a plastic
container, it is microwaveable.

Tray Pack (T) Ration

The T-Ration consists of thermostable, metal tray
packs in rectangular, multi-serving (12 to 18 serv-
ings per can), half-size steam table pans. T-Rations
are produced in a variety of entrees including veg-
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 4, 1992

Dear Mr. Bruce:

C Tt T 't Dresidsmt  Av-= ypan Ffaw e maggage about
t wou 'S lat are
f FLE3lUusllL DUSI] LSouD yuwul iecters and
Kiscne ciime w— w-- in difficult times, but he also believes

that these hard times are just about over. The latest
economic indicators are all pointing to a very healthy
recovery this year and the President wants that trend to
continue for years to come.

President Bush appreciates the many suggestions that the
Administration has received from people all across the
country; I can assure you that we share the same objective:
to get the economy moving and getting people back to work.
The President has proposed to Congress both a short-term plan
that will get this economy moving immediately, and a long-
term plan which will improve the economy for the future and
help to ensure that we meet the challenges of competing in a
global economy.

Some of these proposals are new. Others, President Bush
first asked Congress to pass, beginning in 1989. If ‘Congress
had passed our pro-growth initiatives then, we would not be
facing such hard times now. When he outlined his proposals
to Congress in the State of the Union Address, the President
said that the American people want action now, for the
Congress to put aside partisan politics and rise to the
occasion and work together for the common good of our great
country.

I assure you that this Administration is working hard to see
that action -- and, equally important, the right kind of
action -- is being taken. As I mentioned before, you can see
from the latest economic indicators that America is beginning
to get back on the track to prosperity. That robust rebound
will continue through this year and can continue on into the
future if the Congress works with the Administration for the
good of the entire country.



Thanks again for writing. I apologize for the delay in
responding but the days have been hectic around here
recently, as they should be. Your thoughts are always
welcome and noted by the Bush Administration. With the
President's best wishes and my own,

4

s J. Snyder
stant to the President
governmental Affairs

pcerely,

for Int

Mr. Matthew C. Bruce
City of Oswego

R.D. #1, Box 179-A
Osweqgo, New York 13126
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 4, 1992

Dear Mr. Jones:
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that these hard times are just about over. The latest
economic indicators are all pointing to a very healthy
recovery this year and the President wants that trend to
continue for years to come.

President Bush appreciates the many suggestions that the
Administration has received from people all across the
country; I can assure you that we share the same objective:
to get the economy moving and getting people back to work.
The President has proposed to Congress both a short-~term plan
that will get this economy moving immediately, and a long-
term plan which will improve the economy for the future and
help to ensure that we meet the challenges of competing in a
glcbal economy.

Some of these proposals are new. Others, President Bush
first asked Congress to pass, beginning in 1989. If ‘Congress
had passed our pro-growth initiatives then, we would not be
facing such hard times now. When he outlined his proposals
to Congress in the State of the Union Address, the President
said that the American people want action now, for the
Congress to put aside partisan politics and rise to the
occasion and work together for the common good of our great
country.

I assure you that this Administration is working hard to see
that action -- and, equally important, the right kind of
action -- is being taken. As I mentioned before, you can see
from the latest economic indicators that America is beginning
to get back on the track to prosperity. That robust rebound
will continue through this year and can continue on into the
future if the Congress works with the Administration for the
good of the entire country.



Thanks again for writing. I apologize for the delay in
responding but the days have been hectic around here
recently, as they should be. Your thoughts are always
welcome and noted by the Bush Administration. With the
President's best wishes and my own,

Ja Snyder
Special Assfsgant to the President
for Inte ernmental Affairs

Mr. James P. Jones
Treasurer

County of Wright

Post Office Box 9
Hartville, Missouri 65667



ID# 304787
THE WHITE HOUSE
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET
INCOMING
DATE RECEIVED: FEBRUARY 04, 1992
NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. JAMES P. JONES

SUBJECT: VIEWS AND SUGGESTIONS REGARDING THE ECONOMY

ACTION DISPOSITION
ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD
JIM SNYDER ORG 92/02/04 32¢ /
REFERRAL NOTE: - '—“Aé ji :L
/_ 7 [/
REFERRAL, NOTE: = ~—  ——=———= — — —
/7
REFERRAT, NOTE: - T -
Y A Y
REFERRAL NOTE:
YA Y Y A

REFERRAL NOTE:

COMMENTS: WRITER IS WRIGHT COUNTY TREASURER AND
EX-OFFICIC COLLECTOR

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 2300
IG MAIL USER CODES: (&) (B) (C)

khhkkkhhhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhkhhkhhkhkhkhhkhkhkhhkhkhkhhkhhhkkkkk

*ACTION CODES: *DISPOSITION *OUTGOING *
* * *CORRESPONDENCE: *
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED *TYPE RESP=INITIALS *
*C~-COMMENT /RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL * OF SIGNER *
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C~COMPLETED * CODE = A *
*F~FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED *COCMPLETED = DATE OF *
*T-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC¥ * OUTGOING *
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * * *
*S-FOR—-SIGNATURE * *
*X-INTERIM REPLY * * *
hkdhkhkhkhhkhhkhhhkhhhkhhhkhdhhkhhkhkhhhhhkhhkhhkkhhhhhhhhhkhkhhhhhhhkhhkhhhhhkkhhhkdhkhhhhd

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE
(ROOM 75,0ECB) EXT-2590

KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS
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by ted States resident
Honorabo e Leorge Bosh
Taan Fennsy levmnta ave Ml
Mastiington .0, @t

Mevar M., Hupsh e

Poowateohed anct lietensd to o your State  af the Union Hpeoch and
thougnt you did a territic goke. Tt seens we blame our Fresident
for albt of the economy weakness, Where does Dongress and Senate
come  in? Uid we elect them &and send them to Washington to
represent. us Lo the Fresadent with  our needs, fravinyg them  an
unresl salary hoping they vould do a  good job for us?  When thes
took the Z5%  galary increase, the people that elected then  was
losing their jobs  and homes bhecause of the poor eCOnOmyY . I have
sean the aconomny Jrowing worse for the paszt two years, Lid they
not see this? They have allowed high cost  of wmedical insurasnce
and hospitals  onst to rob the average taxpaver, this certainty
has added to owr failing economy.

e you think 2t would be fair  for the working tasxpayrers to cut
thieir salaries to $70,000.00 per year until they get cur BCORONy
vnder control’? Then wa coutd tell them they had done a fine joh
and deserved a  cost of livinyg increase in salary. This is the
Wiy it wWorks in our counties if you dont earn & salary increase
you don Tt get one. T think if we could cut Congress and Senators
Salary to J70,000.00 per year, take the waste out of welfare, take
the new governwent cars  that are furnished by tauparvers off the
hrdghways then  wa could pay ous national debbs  and  all live
hetter. ’

The average tadpayer in our ared that has & salary of 1200.00 per
wonth and has  health insurance andd taxes taken owub this leaves
them with oniy one-half of the months salary left. How can they
Pive with  ope~half of the salary to woay for  food, howe,
tranaportation, utilities, medical bilis, education and etc?
Most people 1n this area would be wuch better off fimancially if
they 211 were on welfare.

I have had the honor ot being an elected republican official of
this county ftor the past ¢8 years. I have served as president on
many programs in this county and adjoining counties. I am very
interest 1n the welfare of our peonle. If T could ever be of help
to you 1in this area pleage feel free to call mne anytine.

Aames FLoodunes,
Wright County Ireasurer
angd Ex-officin Doltlector
Nay 4317-741-7825% Might 417-924-8444

N



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTCN

March 5, 1992

Dear Mr. Giebels:

(o) 1 Wik " 7 you for vour message about
the ‘ 1d es : issues iat are
fac___., -_ -.—-—_-... .Tresident Bush reads your letters and

knows that we are in difficult times, but he also believes
that these hard times are just about over. The latest
economic indicators are all pointing to a very healthy
recovery this year and the President wants that trend to
continue for years to come.

President Bush appreciates the many suggestions that the
Administration has received from people all across the
country; I can assure you that we share the same objective:
to get the economy moving and getting people back to work.
The President has proposed to Congress both a short-term plan
that will get this economy moving immediately, and a long-
term plan which will improve the economy for the future and
help to ensure that we meet the challenges of competing in a
global economy.

Some of these proposals are new. Others, President Bush
first asked Congress to pass, beginning in 1989. If ‘Congress
had passed our pro-growth initiatives then, we would not be
facing such hard times now. When he outlined his proposals
to Congress in the State of the Union Address, the President
said that the American people want action now, for the
Congress to put aside partisan politics and rise to the
occasion and work together for the common gecod of our great
country.

I assure you that this Administration is working hard to see
that action -- and, equally important, the right kind of
action -- is being taken. As I mentioned before, you can see
from the latest economic indicators that America is beginning
to get back on the track to prosperity. That robust rebound
will continue through this year and can continue on into the
future if the Congress works with the Administration for the
good of the entire country.



Thanks again for writing. I apologize for the delay in
responding but the days have been hectic around here
recently, as they should be. Your thoughts are always
welcome and noted by the Bush Administration. With the
President's best wishes and my own,

s J. Snyder
Special As tant to the President
for Intergovernmental Affairs

Mr. Gary F. Giebels

Council Member

City of Cape Coral

Post Office Box 150027

Cape Coral, Florida 33915-0027
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CITY OF CAPE CORAL

CITY COUNCIL

December 27, 1991

The Honorable George Bush
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C, 20001

Dear Mr. President:

Without making this letter a white paper, let me bring forth two ideas
that you may wish to consider.

Investment tax credit. Under the old system a 10% investment tax credit
would give a 10%¥ credit to a tax obligation, i.e., tax obligation of
$1,000.00, credit of 10%, taxes paid $900.00. My first suggestion would be to
give a 10% investment tax credit but to give that tax credit in U.S. bonds,
i.e., tax obligation of $1,000.00, government bonds issued by the government
to the taxpayer of $100.00, taxes paid 1,000.00. I will not bore you with the
ramifications of the first suggestion.

The second suggestion is ome I think would cause certain markets to
shiver, but would be of immeasurable benefit to the citizens of the United
States and the municipalities therein, That being any investment by state,
county, or city govermment for infrastructure, water or sewage, possibly other
capital projects that the United States govermment using a formula, i.e.,
population, need, etc., when local goverrment wished to borrow funds in lieu
of issing bonds through the marketplace borrow directly from the United States
Treasury on a cost per issuance basis or on a no financing cost basis. I need
not inform you that the debt municipalities are undertaking and will have to
undertake in the future is gigantic. We in the cities of america could
accomplish at least threefold what we are currently accomplishing if we did
not have to undergo finance costs associated with the above-mentioned
services. At the same time the creation of jobs, the cost of growth,
outflowing of people moving from the intercity, etc., etc., would be extremely
enhanced if we in local government were able to borrow direct from the United
States Treasury.

Item one is obviously a forced savings plan from the taxpayer's point of
view with no revenue loss from the govermment's point of view. Item two is a
radical deviation from how municipalities fund their debt at present. In the
long un I believe it would be in the bermefit of all our citizens to adopt
such a plan,

POST OFFICE BOX 150027 « CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA 33915-0027 « TELEPHONE (813) 574-0437




The Honorable George Bush
December 27, 1991
Page 2

Plan two if in fact jobs pay taxes, the overall benefit to the country
will be substantially greater providing those jobs than the current benefits
of taxing the bond issuers and purchasers, and the gigantic cost incurred by

municipalities in the selling of bonds.

Thank you for your time.

GFG/pms

cc: Congressman Goss




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 4, 1992

Dear Mr. Kastroll:
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knows that we are in difficult times, but he also believes
that these hard times are just about over. The latest
economic indicators are all pointing to a very healthy
recovery this year and the President wants that trend to
continue for years to come.

President Bush appreciates the many suggestions that the
Administration has received from people all across the
country; I can assure you that we share the same objective:
to get the economy moving and getting people back to work.
The President has proposed to Congress both a short-term plan
that will get this economy moving immediately, and a long-
term plan which will improve the economy for the future and
help to ensure that we meet the challenges of competing in a
global eccnomy.

Some of these proposals are new. Others, President Bush
first asked Congress to pass, beginning in 1989. If Congress
had passed our pro-growth initiatives then, we would not be
facing such hard times now. When he ocutlined his proposals
to Congress in the State of the Union Address, the President
said that the American people want action now, for the
Congress to put aside partisan politics and rise to the
occasion and work together for the common good of our great
country.

I assure you that this Administration is working hard to see
that action -- and, equally important, the right kind of
action -- is being taken. As I mentioned before, you can see
from the latest economic indicators that America is beginning
to get back on the track to prosperity. That robust rebound
will continue through this year and can continue on into the
future if the Congress works with the Administration for the
good of the entire country.



Thanks again for writing. I apologize for the delay in
responding but the days have been hectic around here
recently, as they should be. Your thoughts are always

welcome and noted by the Bush Administration. With the
President's best wishes and my own,

Special Ag

for Intdfgovernmental Affairs

Mr. Wilfred C. Kastroll
Councilman

City of Bellevue

153 Meade Avenue

Bellevue, Pennsylvania 15202
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~ WILFRED C. KASTROLL
153 Meade Avenuwe, Rellevwe, Pa 15202

Janwagry 15, 71991

Honorable President of the United States
The White Howase
washington, D. C.

Dean PRESIDENT BUSH;

It Ls gratifdying to hnow you that you plan to addrness the
economy and . unempaoyment in youn State of the Undion Message.
I'm sure the stone owrnend "ETNat wene Roping fon a bilg Li4t
¢rom the Christmas shopperns, the unemployed and my wide and I
will ook fonwand to Lt.

My wige and [ are sendicn citizens and have enfoyed cunr
retinement on ocur modest {ncome but had 1o ecconomize Adince
interest nates fell below 7%. We had intentions o4 buying a
new Amernican made automobile but put it o044 Aanca cur Lncome
hat decreased about 35%. I'22 bet cthen seniorn citizens who
depend on safde CD invesiments decided to economize 4Aince
theinr income has been cuntailed also.

The public nelied on you to balance the budget and get oun
country bach on 4£4 feet. [t seems €ihe you have adopted
nolicies that gave us uncontrollable deficits with Little
hope fon a balanced budget.

I[4 you concentrated your efforts on improving the econcomy and
control spending. Internest nates would stabilize at a fain
neturn. Employment would increase and the dedicit could be
addnrnessed propenly.

The youth o4 cwur nation would have a betten epporntundity to
¢ind and cbtain a decent job. The store cwnerst could Hedldf
thein menchandise and get a dain retuan on thedr investments.
The factondies would stant producing again and the eldenly
could nelax and enjoy thein netinement.

Sincenely,

M‘K,&J\ ()~

Kastnolld




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 4, 1992

Dear Mayor Teghtmeyer:
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knows that we are in difficult times, but he also believes
that these hard times are just about over. The latest
economic indicators are all pointing to a very healthy
recovery this year and the President wants that trend to
continue for years to come.

President Bush appreciates the many suggestions that the
Administration has received from people all across the
country; I can assure you that we share the same objective:
to get the economy moving and getting pecople back to work.
The President has proposed to Congress both a short-term plan
that will get this economy moving immediately, and a long-
term plan which will improve the economy for the future and
help to ensure that we meet the challenges of competing in a
glcocbal economy.

Some of these proposals are new. Others, President Bush
first asked Congress to pass, beginning in 1989. If Congress
had passed our pro-growth initiatives then, we would not be
facing such hard times now. When he outlined his proposals
to Congress in the State of the Union Address, the President
said that the American people want action now, for the
Congress to put aside partisan politics and rise to the
occasion and work together for the common good of our great
country.

I assure you that this Administration is working hard to see
that action -- and, equally important, the right kind of
action -- is being taken. As I mentioned before, you can see
from the latest economic indicators that America is beginning
to get back on the track to prosperity. That robust rebound
will continue through this year and can continue on into the
future if the Congress works with the Administration for the
good of the entire country.



Thanks again for writing. I apologize for the delay in
responding but the days have been hectic around here
recently, as they should be. Ycur thoughts are always
welcome and noted by the Bush Administration. With the
President's best wishes and my own,

Sfhcerely,
L]

J J. Snyder
Special Asdiftant to the President
for Intergovernmental Affairs

The Honorable James E. Teghtmeyer
Mayor

City of Columbia

200 Diplomat Drive

Columbia City, Indiana 46725
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’ ‘ﬂ Teghtmeyer's Ace Hardware, Inc. #3455N 200 Diplomat Drive

Columbia City, IN 46725
January 18, 1992 219-244-7626

President George Bush
1900 Pennsylvania Ave,
WHITE HOUSE
Washington, D. C.

Dear President Bush:

Please read article attached.

Our mid-west area was in a period of recovery, now seems to be slipping
slowly.

We do have people with similar situations, in our community.
ENOUGH SAID! PLAYING AROUND WITH TAX BREAKS IS NOT THE ANSWER EITHER!

Sincerely,

pon R 3 —

;ames E. Teghtmeyer,

Mayor
‘City of Columbia City, IN.

Ace Is The Piace






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 4, 1992

Dear Mayor Spears:
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knows that we are in difficult times, but he also believes
that these hard times are just about over. The latest
economic indicators are all pointing to a very healthy
recovery this year and the President wants that trend to
continue for years to come.

President Bush appreciates the many suggestions that the
Administration has received from people all across the
country; I can assure you that we share the same objective:
to get the economy moving and getting people back to work.
The President has proposed to Congress both a short-term plan
that will get this economy moving immediately, and a long-
term plan which will improve the economy for the future and
help to ensure that we meet the challenges of competing in a
glcbal economy.

Some of these proposals are new. Others, President Bush
first asked Congress to pass, beginning in 1989. 1If Congress
had passed our pro-growth initiatives then, we would not be
facing such hard times now. When he outlined his proposals
to Congress in the State of the Union Address, the President
said that the American people want action now, for the
Congress to put aside partisan politics and rise to the
occasion and work together for the common good of our great
country.

I assure you that this Administration is working hard to see
that action -- and, equally important, the right kind of
action -- is being taken. As I mentioned before, you can see
from the latest economic indicators that America is beginning
to get back on the track to prosperity. That robust rebound
will continue through this year and can continue on into the
future if the Congress works with the Administration for the
good of the entire country.



Thanks again for writing. I apologize for the delay in
responding but the days have been hectic around here
recently, as they should be. Your thoughts are always
welcome and noted by the Bush Adnministration. With the
President's best wishes and my own,

# 8 J. Snyder
Special Asgjftant to the President
for Intergovernmental Affairs

The Honorable Emil K. Spears
Mayor Pro-Ten

City of Blue Springs

903 Main Street

Blue Springs, Missouri
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President George Bush
December 27, 1991
Page 2

It is extremely important to address the homefront now.
Hopefully you and Congress can work together to address the
domestic issues immediately when they reconvene in January 1992,
The urgency of America's needs are depending on you to lead us
into the future. I for one am willing to do whatever it takes to
get America on the move again. GOD BLESS AMERICA.

Sincerely you.rs,
CITY OF BLUE

o
Erm.l K. Spears
Mayor Pro-Tem

EKS/nt

cc: Senator Jack Danforth
Senator Kit Bond
Congressman Ike Skelton
Congressman Tam Coleman
Congressman Alan Wheat



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTCON

January 15, 1992

Dear Mr. Beaver:

On behalf of the Presider+ #hanl wan fav your recent letter
concerning the welfare of he President appreciates
your comments and suggesi Yy important matter and
about the difficulties that the sluggish recovery is creating.

I can assure you that messages like yours do reach the President,
and he knows that the American people are anxious about economic
conditions. He is deeply concerned about getting the economy to
grow at a faster rate. Moreover, President Bush appreciates that
you want action taken in Washington which will get the economy
moving -- and so does he. President Bush is extremely
disappointed that Congress did not act on the specific
initiatives which he had proposed months ago to stimulate
economic growth and to help create more jobs and more
opportunities for our citizens.

The President's comprehensive economic growth package includes
proposals that would increase job-creating investments.
Specifically, these are: permanently extending the research and
experimentation tax credit to benefit entrepreneurs creating new
products; establish enterprize zones to spur business development
and jobs in our inner cities; promote savings for home purchases
and education through Family Savings Accounts and expand
Individual Retirement Accounts; and reduce the capital gains tax,
which provides lower costs of capital for the formation of new
businesses and raises the value of capital assets, including real
estate.

Back in February of this year, President Bush unveiled
transportation legislation that would provide the Federal funds
needed to help meet the serious problems of America's
infrastructure. He asked Congress to act promptly on his bill,
which included funding for the rehabilitation and improvement of
highways, for replacing bridges, and for improving mass transit.
That job creating legislation stalled in Congress for 10 months
until the closing hours of the session, in late November.

President Bush was also pleased to sign into law, legislation
that extends unemployment benefits for America's jobless,
providing them with needed relief. Once again, had Congress
presented the President with a bill he.could sign, sooner, the
public would not have had to suffer tKlrough.



The President understands that not only difficulties in obtaining
credit, but also reductions in real income, are a stark reality
for some individuals, families, and particularly for operators of
businesses. Congress could have helped by passing the
administration's comprehensive banking reform legislation, which
would fuel economic growth through stronger, more competitive
banks.

Beyond proposing legislative remedies, President Bush recently
announced executive branch actions designed to help business and
industry by relieving the "credit crunch®™. These efforts include
encouraging lenders to make prudent loans and ensuring that
examiners perform their reviews in a sensible manner. The
President's goal is to promote confidence and balance in lending
and thus, encourage banks to play their traditional role,
businesses to make investments, and consumers to purchase goods
and services.

He has directed the Economic Policy Council to examine additional
measures which might be taken to strengthen his existing domestic
economic programs and to determine whether such measures would be
of any benefit to the economy in the long run. Indeed,
revitalizing our economy is an ongoing priority of the
Administration, and it is heartening to note that there are signs
that the country is emerging -- although more slowly than the
President would like -- from the recession.

Thank you again for taking the time to write to the White House.
With the President's best wishes and my own,

Sincerely,

\\/M
James J. Snyder

Special Assistant to the President
for Intergovernmental Affairs

Mr. James R. Beaver

Councilman

City of Kennewick

Post Office Box 6108

Kennewick, Washington 99336-0108
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CITY OF KENNEWICK WASHINGTON
CIvIC CENTER
(509] 586-4181 s SCAN-3268-2237 / FAX (508) 5B82-8138
210 WEST S5IXTH AVENUE / PO. BOX 8108 / KENNEWICK, WASHINGTON 89338-0108

December 27, 1991

Glenda E. Hood, President
National League of Cities
Commissioner, City of Orlando
400 South Orange Avenue
Orlando, FL 32801

Dear Ms. Hood:

I would very much like to be included in the National League
of Cities delegation which will be meeting with President Bush to
discuss the reordering of Federal budget priorities in response to
our national recession and domestic spending priorities. After
having attended the recent NLC Annual Convention, I was not only
impressed by NLC's work on this issue to date, but also for the
need to make the Administration and Congress aware of the impacts
of its current domestic policy in smaller and mid size cities
throughout the country. I represent a community of slightly more
than 42,000 people and I want to be assured that the President and
the Congress are aware of the problems associated with unemployment
and a host of other issues in communities such as Xennewick. I
formed a perception at the Convention, which may not be totally
accurate, that many in leadership roles in NLC are from larger
cities. I want to ensure that a representative and balanced
delegation from NLC discusses these complex issues with the
President.

Sincerely,

Bea——

James R. Beaver
Councilman

JRB:RMK:nk

cc: George Bush
President of the United States
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Ohio’s Sharpest Corner

),CD‘\V\M Cit o/ Conngaut

LEWIS H. SHILEY City Hall Building
MAYOR Conneaut, Ohio 44030
GARY R. PHILLIPS Telephone 1216) 593-4357

SAFETY-SERYICE DIRECTOR

December 16, 1991

The President
The White House
Washington. D. C. 20004

Dear Mr. President.

I am writing this letter to inform vou that the economic¢ conditions
in our aresa iesave a lot to be desired, [t seems that we as a country
continue to be on a course that we will wake one morning and all
things will be in place to our liking.

Huge amounts of jobs are being disposed of each and every day with
the same old rhetoric as the excuse. it seems the rules of doing
business in this country are different from the rules of doing
business elsewhere in the world. The question is when are the
Japanese going to open their doors to United States companies on an
equal basis as the United States?

When will this country look into the Japanese investing in our
universities and coileges then taking the research and development
back to their home land as part of the deal.

We are concerned about the 40% of McDonald Douglas being sold to
Taiwan. This Country has lost dominance in the automotive, textile,
efectronic ete. industries. Again we jeopardize American jobs by
selling to foreign entities.

Mr. President, we have the greatest work force in the world. People
in our community want employment and deserve & chance at better lives
for their families and themselves. As a fellow Republican I plead
that a plan be developed to assist all who want a job in this great
country. I know there are some who believe poor blacks, whites and

Ohio Starts Here At Its Sharpest Corner










