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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
June 19, 1992

20/20 INTERVIEW WITH BARBARA WALTERS

DATE: June 22, 1992
TIME: 10:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.
LOCATION: Oval Office and Oval Office Veranda

/
FROM: DORRANCE SMIT;IE%%

To conduct an interview with Barbara Walters for air on the
ABC News program "20/20" on June 26, 1992.

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

You are scheduled for an interview with Barbara Walters,
Anchor of ABC’s "20/20" program. This program is a news
magazine format show, which you have appeared on in October
8, 1987 and January 20, 1989.

This interview will provide you the opportunity to
communicate who George Bush really is, and what you care
most about. You may also discuss important initiatives and
your most recent visit with President Yeltsin.

The audience for "20/20" is made up primarily of women
between the ages of 18 to 40 and is viewed by an estimated
25 million viewers on an average Friday night. Your
interview is expected to draw a much larger audience -- 30
to 35 million viewers across the nation.

PARTICIPANTS:

The President

Mrs. Bush

Dorrance Smith

Barbara Walters

Maria Eitel Sheehan

Scott Sforza

WHCA Personnel (2)

ABC News Production Personnel (5)

PRESS PIAN:

Exclusive to the participants



VI.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS:

You will have a radio frequency microphone placed on
your lapel by WHCA audio personnel.

You will be introduced to Barbara Walters in the Oval
Office.

You will walk out of the Oval Office with Barbara

.Walters and onto the Oval Office Veranda, where you

will be seated for your interview.

Barbara Walters will interview you for 30 minutes one-
on-one.

You will then be joined by Mrs. Bush, and you will be
interviewed together for 10 minutes.

At the conclusion of the 10 minute interview session,
you will depart, and Mrs. Bush will be interviewed one-
on-one for 30 minutes.

REMARKS

None



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL June 4, 1992

TO: Katherine L. Super
Deputy Assistant to the President
for Appointments and Scheduling

FROM: Dorrance Smith
Assistant to the President for
Media Affairs

REQUEST: To have the President and Mrs. Bush
interviewed by Barbara Walters for the
prime time news magazine 20/20.

PURPOSE: To provide prime time network exposure for
the President's domestic agenda.

BACKGROUND: Barbara Walters has a longstanding request
to interview the President and Mrs. Bush.
The President would be interviewed for a
half hour by Barbara Walters. Then the
President would be joined by Mrs. Bush for
a few minutes. Then Mrs. Bush would be
interviewed for a half hour. 20/20 is a
news magazine program that regularly
finishes in the top 15 in the Nielsen
Ratings. Last week's 20/20 finished 4th
among all network programs with an average
of approximately 35 million viewers.

DATE: Monday, June 22 (for air Friday, June 26)
LOCATION: The White House
PARTICIPANTS: The President

Mrs. Bush

Millie

Ranger

MEDIA COVERAGE: Exclusive to participants.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 19, 1992

PRE-BRIEF FOR 20/20 INTERVIEW WITH BARBARA WALTERS

DATE: June 22, 1992
TIME: 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
LOCATION: Oval Office Dining Room

FROM: DORRANCE snxrn&?(f
PURPOSE:

To review background information for your interview session
with ABC News anchor, Barbara Walters for the program
"20/20."

BACKGROUND:

You are scheduled to be interviewed by ABC News "20/20"
Anchor Barbara Walters. The interview will be aired on
Friday, June 26, 1992 at 10:00 p.m. E.D.T. ’

This interview will provide you the opportunity to show the
American people the kind of person you are, and give them
insight as to the kinds of issues that concern you and Mrs.
Bush.

Your interview is expected to reach an estimated 30 to 35
million viewers.

PARTICIPANTS:

The President

Sam Skinner

Richard Darman

Bob Teeter

Marlin Fitzwater
Dorrance Smith

Lois Cassano - Make-up

PRESS PILAN:

White House Photographer only



VI.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS:

- You will enter the Oval Office Dining Room at 8:30 a.m.

- You will engage in a pre-brief session.

- You will proceed to the Cabinet Room for light make-
up.

- You will depart the Cabinet Room and proceed to the
Oval Office, where your interview session with Barbara

Walters will begin.
REMARKS:

None
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agenda for the future of this country. I'd like to hear that from Hoes Perot.

MS. WALTERS: You know, there is something else. It's much more than the issuss which
you've been talking about, the president’s been talking about, Governor Clinton’s talking about. And
that's passion and ideology. And one of the biggest criticisms about Prosident Bush is that he doesn'’t
’ seem to have an ideology. People talk about Ronald Reagan and they say you may Or may not have

liked him, but we knew where we stood. Can you tell me what the president is passionate about? And
a balanced budget doean't sound too inspirational.

MR. MALEK: I'm glad you asked that. 1 wish the American people had the opportunity that
I've had of getting to know this man, of getting to know this man close up for the past 20 years, and
kpow how decent he is, how passionate he feels about this country and about what he wants to continue
to do.

MS. WALTERS: But more than that-
MR. MALEK: Let ms get at that.

MS. WALTERS: Okay. What does he want to do in his second term? What's the most
important--

MR. MALEK: Here's what he feels passionate about. He feels pasgionate about an economi¢
opportunity for all Americans, He feels passionate that all Americans deserve the chance to get a
sound education. He feels deeply and convincingly that we need strong law and order in order to
secure our neighborhoods and streets. He believes in fundamental family values. He believes in &
national defense capable of securing world peacs. These are some of the things he believes in,

MS. WALTERS: Maybe it would have been better if he’d pick one or two rather than a whole
list.

MR. MALEK: You asked me what he believed in

MS. WALTERS: Okay, let ma put it another way. A year ago, he was a hero, not just in this
country, but throughout the world. It's one year later-and we felt the passion, wa felt the strength--it's
one year later and a man who was almosttotallymzknownayearagoismwint.haponsmnnm
ahead, not on issues, but on fire, on fearlessness, these kind of ephemeral qualities. What went wrong
in the past year?

MR. MALEK: Well, let's look at what happenad. We've had an 18-month recession It was
a vexing recession, it was & troubling recession. We had people out of work and we had people troubled
by it. We are now coming out of that recession, but we’re not moving it rapidly enough. As we were
mmingoutofthemesﬂon,wehada;)ﬂmarysemn There were five Democrats, there was a
Republican and an independent, all taking ghots at the president. Now we're coming out of that, and
1 think we're getting down to the point where people are going to get past those kind of battles and
start deciding on who has the qualifications to be president, who has the experiencs, the seasoning, the

NEWS TRANSCRIPTS, INC. - (202) 632-9030



20/20 FACT SHEET

20/20 has an average Friday night share of 26, which
translates to 25 million viewers.

The President’s interview on 20/20 is expected to receive a
much larger share than the usual Friday night average. At
the moment, 20/20 expects the share to be between 30 to 35,
which translates to approximately 30 million viewers.

The gender breakdown for the program is as follows:

Female

18 to 34 years of age 24% Share of the
available audience
at the 10:00 p.m.
time period

34 to 49 years of age 26% Share " "

50 years of age and up 30% Share "

Male

18 to 34 years of age 20% Share of
available male
audience at the
10:00 p.m. time
period

35 to 49 years of age 22% Share " ®

50 Years of age and up 25% Share " "

The majority of 20/20’s audience is 50 years of age and
older. The older the audience is, the more they watch,
according to the 20/20 statistics.



Possible Questions From Barbara Walters'

1.

10.

11.

"One of the biggest criticisms about President Bush is that
he doesn't seem to have an ideology. People talk about Ronald
Reagan and they say you may or may not have liked him, but we
knew where he stood. Can you tell me what the President is
passionate about? And a balanced budget doesn't sound too
inspirational."

"A year ago, he (the President) was a hero, not just in this
country, but throughout the world. It's one year later -- and
we felt the passion, we felt the strength -- it's one year
later and a man who was almost totally unknown a year ago is
now in the polls running ahead, not on issues, but on fire,
on fearlessness, these kinds of ephemeral qualities. What
went wrong in the past year?"

Describe to me the George Bush vision for the 2nd Term? Where
will we go and how will you take us there?

Your children, George, Jr., Jeb, and Neil, in particular, have
been the subject of intense scrutiny. What do you tell them?
How does this affect you?

If there were one decision, one thing you could change about
your 1lst term, what would it be?

Your health -- last year you were hospitalized for heart
fibrillation, in Japan you took ill, you're 68 years old.
Are there times when you say to yourself, "Is it worth it?

I could have a nice life. What do I need this for?"

How would you grade your 1lst 3 & 1/2 years in office? What
are your memorable moments? The best time? The worst time?

How do you respond to the criticism that you are out of touch
with the American people?

Leadership -- How would you describe George Bush's leadership
qualities?
Murphy Brown - Do you agree with Vice President Quayle's

criticism of her character? What exactly do you mean when you
say you're for family values?

You have called yourself the "Environmental President," yet

your environmental record was criticised in Rio. You have
called yourself the "Education President," but you can't get
an education bill through Congress. How would vyou

characterize this type of presidency?



12.

13.

14.

You've been Vice President, Head of the CIA, Head of the
Republican Party, a Congressman, Ambassador to the U.N. and
to China, and now President. Why do people have trouble
understanding what you stand for?

I know you are not going to talk about Ross Perot the
candidate, but how do you explain the phenomenon of Perot?
What does it say about your presidency -- that if the election
were held today you'd lose to someone who was a political
unknown 3 months ago? What does it say about the mood of the
electorate?

On breaking your "read my lips, no new taxes" pledge, do you
deserve to retain the trust of the people?



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 19, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR ANNA PEREZ
FROM: DORRANCE SMIT#72§;
SUBJECT: 20/20 INTERVIEW
Attached are the transcripts from Barbara Walters interviews with:
Ronald Reagan - Nov., 1981
Vice President & Mrs. Bush - Oct., 1987
The President & Mrs. Bush - Jan., 1989
Ross Perot - May, 1992

I am sending these transcripts, along with videotapes, to Camp
David for the President and Mrs. Bush to screen on Sunday.

We have Pre Brief time from 8:30 - 10:30 Monday morning in the
dining area next to the Oval Office. I will have the tapes from
the Walters' programs available.
The agreed upon format is:

1. BW & the President walk from Oval to Veranda

2. BW interviews the President (30 minutes)

3. BW & the President are joined by Mrs. Bush

4. BW interviews the President and Mrs. Bush (10
minutes)

5. The President departs
6. BW interviews Mrs. Bush (30 minutes)
20/20 will devote 3/4 of their program time to these interviews.

They estimate 22 million homes. 20/20 will set up on Sunday, and
Ms. Walters will be in for a lighting check at 4:30 p.m.



THE.WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 19, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR SAM SKINNER '
FROM: DORRANCE SMITEESQ,
SUBJECT: 20/20 INTERVIEW
Attached are the transcripts from Barbara Walters interviews with:
Ronald Reagan - Nov., 1981
Vice President & Mrs. Bush - Oct., 1987
The President & Mrs. Bush - Jan., 1989
Ross Perot - May, 1992

I am sending these transcripts, along with videotapes, to Camp
David for the President and Mrs. Bush to screen on Sunday.

We have Pre Brief time from 8:30 - 10:30 Monday morning in the
dining area next to the Oval Office. I will have the tapes from
the Walters' programs available.
The agreed upon format is:

1. BW & the President walk from Oval to Veranda

2. BW interviews the President (30 minutes)

3. BW & the President are joined by Mrs. Bush

4. BW interviews the President and Mrs. Bush (10
minutes)

5. The President departs
6. BW interviews Mrs. Bush (30 minutes)
20/20 will devote 3/4 of their program time to these interviews.

They estimate 22 million homes. 20/20 will set up on Sunday, and
Ms. Walters will be in for a lighting check at 4:30 p.m.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 19, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR DICK DARMAN 5
FROM: DORRANCE SMIT?I%
SUBJECT: 20/20 INTERVIEW
Attached are the transcripts from Barbara Walters interviews with:
Ronald Reagan - Nov., 1981
Vice President & Mrs. Bush - Oct., 1987
The President & Mrs. Bush - Jan., 1989
Ross Perot - May, 1992

I am sending these transcripts, along with videotapes, to Camp
David for the President and Mrs. Bush to screen on Sunday.

We have Pre Brief time from 8:30 - 10:30 Monday morning in the
dining area next to the Oval Office. I will have the tapes from
the Walters' programs available.
The agreed upon format is:

1. BW & the President walk from Oval to Veranda

2. BW interviews the President (30 minutes)

3. BW & the President are joined by Mrs. Bush

4. BW interviews the President and Mrs. Bush (10
minutes)

5. The President departs
6. BW interviews Mrs. Bush (30 minutes)
20/20 will devote 3/4 of their program time to these interviews.

They estimate 22 million homes. 20/20 will set up on Sunday, and
Ms. Walters will be in for a lighting check at 4:30 p.m.
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MEMORANDUM FOR BOB TEETER
FROM: DORRANCE SMITQ}&;/

SUBJECT: 20/20 INTERVIEW

Attached are the transcripts from Barbara Walters interviews with:
Ronald Reagan - Nov., 1981
Vice President & Mrs. Bush - Oct., 1987
The President & Mrs. Bush - Jan., 1989
Ross Perot - May, 1992

I am sending these transcripts, along with videotapes, to Camp
David for the President and Mrs. Bush to screen on Sunday.

We have Pre Brief time from 8:30 - 10:30 Monday morning in the
dining area next to the Oval Office. I will have the tapes from
the Walters' programs available.
The agreed upon format is:

1. BW & the President walk from Oval to Veranda

2. BW interviews the President (30 minutes)

3. BW & the President are joined by Mrs. Bush

4. BW interviews the President and Mrs. Bush (10
minutes)

5. The President departs
6. BW interviews Mrs. Bush (30 minutes)
20/20 will devote 3/4 of their program time to these interviews.

They estimate 22 million homes. 20/20 will set up on Sunday, and
Ms. Walters will be in for a lighting check at 4:30 p.m.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 19, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR MARLIN FITZWATER7 /4§$%

FROM: DORRANCE SMITH

.

SUBJECT: 20/20 INTERVIEW &)¢»
Attached are the transcripts from Barbara Walters interviews with:
Ronald Reagan - Nov., 1981
Vice President & Mrs. Bush - Oct., 1987
The President & Mrs. Bush - Jan., 1989
Ross Perot - May, 1992

I am sending these transcripts, along with videotapes, to Camp
David for the President and Mrs. Bush to screen on Sunday.

We have Pre Brief time from 8:30 - 10:30 Monday morning in the
dining area next to the Oval Office. I will have the tapes from
the Walters' programs available.
The agreed upon format is:

1. BW & the President walk from Oval to Veranda

2. BW interviews the President (30 minutes)

3. BW & the President are joined by Mrs. Bush

4. BW interviews the President and Mrs. Bush (10
minutes)

5. The President departs
6. BW interviews Mrs. Bush (30 minutes)
20/20 will devote 3/4 of their program time to these interviews.

They estimate 22 million homes. 20/20 will set up on Sunday, and
Ms. Walters will be in for a lighting check at 4:30 p.m.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 19, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR ROGER AILES

Ve
“

FROM: DORRANCE SMITHg;Té/

SUBJECT: 20/20 INTERVIEW
Attached are the transcripts from Barbara Walters'interviews with:
Ronald Reagan - Nov., 1981
Vice President & Mrs. Bush - Oct., 1987
The President & Mrs. Bush - Jan., 1989
Ross Perot - May, 1992

I am sending these transcripts, along with videotapes, to Camp
David for the President and Mrs. Bush to screen on Sunday.

We have Pre Brief time from 8:30 - 10:30 Monday morning in the
dining area next to the Oval Office. I will have the tapes from
the Walters' programs available.
The agreed upon format is:

1. BW & the President walk from Oval to Veranda

2. BW interviews the President (30 minutes)

3. BW & the President are joined by Mrs. Bush

4. BW interviews the President and Mrs. Bush (10
minutes)

5. The President departs
6. BW interviews Mrs. Bush (30 minutes)
20/20 will devote 3/4 of their program time to these interviews.

They estimate 22 million homes. 20/20 will set up on Sunday, and
Ms. Walters will be in for a lighting check at 4:30 p.m.



20/20 - Barbara Walters Interview
Thé President
&
Mrs. Bush

January 20, 1989
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This transcript has not yet been checked against videotape. Ac-
curacy as to speakers and spellings not graranieed.) tw

20/20 Show #1903

January 20, 1989

ABC NEWS

HUGH DOWNS: Good cvening. I'm ! {ugh Downs, Well, Ameri-
ca has a new president tonight. That's why Barbara Walters is in
Washington.
BARBARA WALTERS: T1i, Hugh. Coming up, we will mect the
new president and Mrs. Bush in an intimate, revealing and even
quit amusing intcrview. And this is 20/20.
ANNOUNCER: On the ABC newsmagazine, 20/20, with Hugh
Downs and Barbara Walters. Tonight, the 41st president of the
United States.
GEQRGE BUSH: I thought it woull he scarier.
ANNOUNCER: And the new First Ludy ol the lanc.
WALTERS: Do you give your views on issucs and do you
take her—
BARBARA BUSH: Do you mean to my husband?
WALTERS: Yecs. So many people ~ay your view has
changed. IU's as if Clark Kent became Superman. T mean,
you're very anticulale—

Mr. BUSH: That'll change. 100. Wait *til the budget goes up.

WALTERS: What will be your first priority in the White

House? Whut will we read about you onc month from now?

Mr. BUSH: Well, 1 feel ashamed when ) drive down and sce

people slecping on the graies.
ANNOUNCER: Tonight, a new beginuing and how a First Fam-
ily moves into the White Hausc. A Babara Walters exclusive.
““The President and Mus. Bush.””

And. 10 get an education, these Kids bave o get lucky.

ROBERT MURPHY, Student: Ii' | could stay at onc school

all the way through high schoul, that'd be mainly a miracle.
ANNOUNGCER: They're chikdren of the homeless. Because their
numbers arc prowing, schools now exist just tor tiem. Bob Brown
on wrying to teach “The Alnost Forgoien.™

Plus, your guide tw geuwing through sweepstakes madncss.
Who wins? What arc the adds? John Siosscl on one of life’s great
mysterics, ** You Have Alrcady Won...Maybe., ™

The President and Mrs. Bush

DOWNS: All of that and, in addition 10 her interview with the
new President and First Lady, Barbara Waliers will keep us up o
date on scveral events in Washington this cvening. First, this was
the moment, George Bush being sworn in as 41st President of the
United States, Chicl Justice William Rehnguist administering the
oath. And so did George Bush open a new chapter in our history.
And he and Barbara Bush become now the most-waiched couple
in thc world. And we are, on tis Inauguration Night, pleased that
they chose 20720 as the program 10 do their very first incrvicw L0-
gether. This intervicw has a unique quality, in that I don't think
anybody has cver scen the Bushes like tis on television before
and ay never see them like this again. Burbia?

WALTERS: I think you're right, liugh. For many people, this
will be the Lirst intimate Jook at the new President, but even more

than the new President, it’s the first look at his First Fady. 1 met -

with them the other day in the Vice Presidendal mansion before
they wese about to move. Amazingly, while this cutire city-has
been caught up in the {renzy, George and Barbara Bush were

Jour na l
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rclaxed and cven playful. People want o know what it's going 1o
be Jike to have new tcnunts in the White House. Sce for yourself.
WALTERS: [voice-over] For cight years, this has been home,
the Vice President’s official residence on the grounds of the
U.S. Naval Observatory in northwest Washingon., The
moving company’s trailer was parked for days as Barbara
Bush supervised packing and loading for the 29th time in her
44 ycars of marmage.
BARBARA BUSH: These are our clothes.
WALTERS: [voice-over] All of this in preparation for this
moming's unloading at the White House.

[interviewing] And cvcrything comes in in those two hours
from 9:00 to 11:00 on Inauguration Day?

Mrs. BUSH: A lot of things likc your clothes and, actually,
our wholc living room upstairs is going to go right into the
Jittle living room, the private living room—

WALTERS: Your whale living room from up here?

Mrs. BUSH: My curtains have been taken down and are in
New York being cut down to the right size and will come back
and fit in on Monday momming.

WALTERS: And you walk in and it’s done.

Mrs. BUSH: Isn’t that wondesful?

WALTERS: Well, where do you begin? How do you know
what goes 1o the White House, what goes 1o Camp David,
what gocs—

Mrs. BUSH: Well, it’s terrible, but we have tagged every-
tung. 1lcre's a perfect example. See the lidle red dot? Every-
thing that has a red dot gocs to the White House.
WALTERS: This has a red dot.
“Mrs. BUSH: Ycah.

WALTERS: This has a red dot.

Mrs. BUSH: Yeah, breause we are serding things to Muine,
we're sending things to the White House, we're sending things
w Camp David and we're sending things, sort of packing
things that maybe we think later will be good in a library or ¢
muscum at some college. So we rcally have had four differen
colored dots on things.

WALTERS: You have the sympathy of every woman who':
ever tricd w pack.

Mrs. BUSH: Wecll, that's great,

WALTERS: [imterviewing] We wlked to Mr. and Mrs. Bust
in the only room in the house that was still intact on Monday
the living room,

Jinterviewing] Mr. Bush, by the time this interview is aired
you will be president of the United States. As | say it, what dc
you feel? Has it sunk in yet?

GEORGE BUSH: It has, 1t doesn't have the dramatic feeling

I thought it might have, but 1 am— I want to go and try to dc

my best.

WALTERS: Mrs. Bush, what arc you fecling in between the

packing?

Mrs. BUSH: Wecll, I'm very proud of George. I'm not nerv

ous or scared. Every now and then I think, though, ‘1 won’

sce that again until we get to the White House.™ The Whit

House! Or ‘‘he rcally is going to have to face thos¢ problems’

and he can do it, ] know he can. But mostly I'm thinking abou

packing.

WALTERS: Mr. Bush, we rcad and hear that Ronald Reagar

camec into office with a vision, with a grand plan. Amd it i
~ suid, I'm sure you rcad it yoursclf, that you don’t have a vi

sion, that you don’t have any broad strategic goals. Do you

have a vision and if so, what is it?

Mr. BUSH: A world at pcace. An America that’s— whos
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people are betwer off. A lot of peopls: in this country that arc
hurting and my vision is to sce that their hurting tess or doing
better. But look, when we came into olfice, the president lead
ing in 1980, we were running against an administrauon, we
were running against the way things hud been. to change them
to make them beuer. This is different now. What T want 0 do
is build on a record, so there's slight diffcrence there.
WALTERS: President Reagan said in an interview with
David Brinkley recently that some ol the homeless who slept
in graics did so voluntarily. I has said. **The homeless who
arc homeless, you might say, arc by choice.’* Do you agree?
Mr, BUSH: No. I agree that some make that selection. I think
some are not competent what is best lor socicty. Some, maybe
30-some percent. It's a national shamc. it's a navional shame. I
fecl ashamed when 1 drive down and see people sleeping on
the grates.

WALTERS: We didn't have this many homclcss cight years
ago. Is this the fault of thc Reagan Administration?

Mr. BUSH: No, becausc the cconomy is far stronger than it
was cight years ago. There are more jobs oul there, so I don’t
think you can blune the Reagan Administration, 1 tink the
problem is too acute and wo demeaning 10 iry 10 assign blamc
for it

WALTERS: Mrs. Bush, the hameless, cspecially the situation
of mothers with children, is of partic— mothers with children
who don't have fathcrs 10 help support the family, is of parti-
cular concerm (o you.

Mrs. BUSH: That's right.

WALTERS: Is this going to be one of your priorities?

Mre. BUEH: Yag, [ think it ic. I'm very intereswed, ns yon
know, in literacy and mostly litcracy- -- moving towards liter-
ucy in the family because you'll find a lot of these mothers are
also functionully illiterate because they left schaol at an curly
age and had habics and ncver had a chance o {inish school. So
the homeless will— women will fit right in to my very loosc
intercst, I mean, it’s very broad. 1t's a big concern to me and
to Geoarge.

WALTERS. I Lad 1cad somewhere thut you  not thut your
Liusband was s widvavwind, Lul 1l Saea (ale that vmo of hio
answers perhaps during the campaign were nOL as strong about
the homcless as they should have been and you— il was some-
thing— the truth?

Mr. BUSH: Ycah, I saw that, wo. I thought it was outrageous.
Mrs. BUSH: That’s not Lue or unurue.

Mr. BUSH: What's that mncan?

Mro RIISM Wall thar's nmteihb bl e Tocan T—
WALTERS: It is uf a gecat concern and you wanted him to
know i, is that it?

Mrs. BUSH: Well, T think he Knew it

Mr. BUSH: No, shc criticized some answer I gave, as
showing— [ ads an answur whae alid fele I'd put wo much
cmphasis on the mentally incompetent, on those after the
change in the law that forced release from mental care, tumed
a bunch of people out on the sureets. So when 1 gave an answer
at onc of these forums of that nawre, she felt 1 didn’t mention
the other 66 percent cnough and 1 think it's fair criticism.
And— because I think there are about two-thirds that don’t fit
that description. She thinks 1 put all my cmphasis on that and
properly — [ wouldn’t say chastiscd mc for it, it wasn’l cxact-
ly — but— e

Mrs. BUSH: You must have told. 1 didn’t tell.

Mr. BUSH: Well, it showcd in the newspapers here.
WALTERS: | rcad that you had your breakfast in-bed in the

Jour na l
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morning, waiched the telcvision shows togcether, the news pro
grams, and discuss everything, policy—

Mr. BUSH: A, I don’t cat breakfast.

WALTERS: Oh?

Mrs. BUSH: Wecll, you have coffee.

Mr. BUSH: Coffce, yes. Coffce in bed. We flip it on at six
watch 15 minutes on one nciwork, 15 on another and then 1.
on the next to get @ blanket and the out of there, history, €
scven o'clock.

WALTERS: Do you discuss things? Do you—

Mrs. BUSH: We read the papers.

WALTERS: —rcad the papers?

Mr. BUSH: Oh, yeah.

WALTERS: Do you discuss policy, foreign policy
domestic—
Mrs. BUSH: No

Mrs. BUSH: No.

Mr. BUSH: I'm a liule grumpy at six in the moming—

Mrs. BUSH: No, we don't even discuss it then.

Mr. BUSH: —so she discusses it and I just say, ““Than

you.tl

Mrs. BUSH: Thut's not true, but we— very often, he’ll res

onc paper, I'll rcad another. Then we'll change— and oth

papers. And I might say, ‘‘Look at this article,” or he mig!

say, **Wait 'til you see this onc,” or something. But we di

cuss like any other two normal people. We do not discuss fo

eign policy other than just what's of interest to everybody.

WALTERS: I know that you do not like to speak on issu

because you sald you were not elected, he's clected—

Mrs. BUSH: That's right.

WALTERS: —but do you give your views on issucs and (

yau take her—

Mrs. BUSH: You mean to my husband?

WALTERS: Ycs. Ah ha. Look ati— read his lips.

Mr. BUSH: I'm not saying that anymore. Yes, she docs. U

vassudlicd, No barl on it.

M o. BUJI l. ll\-‘a ovay ‘mllb. weed UL RL 4288 his swn thin

WALTERS: Can you tcll us anything, either of you, anythi

that you said. fclt in any area that was of influence to yc

husband?

Mrs. BUSH: No. That's a hard yucstion because we grew

together. George and 1. We were married at 19 and 20, we'

been marricd 44 years. 1 think we think alike in many cas

It £iearen 1 5 heitlye nl—

Mr. BUSH: No, but she— you mcntioned this homeless thu

She was right about that. She thought I came off as inscasit

and 1 think— 1 thought abont that, after bawling her out

criticizing me and my answers, and—

WALTERS: Do you really?

Mrs. BUSH: No.

Mr. BUSH: I ncver bawl her out for that stuff.

Mrs. BUSH: No, he teases me.

Mr. BUSH: I tcase her. But she was night.

Mrs. BUSH: 1'd like 10 think that his enormous fecling ab

cducation has come a litle bit from me, but I know that's |

true. Education is a time that's come and 1 don't think I

fluenced him on that at all. =
~WALTERS: A sensitive subject and one that's always a

subject in this country, but do you, Mrs. Bush, or any me

bers of your family disagree with your husband’s view

abortion?
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Mrs. BUSH: T just miadu a vuw i sot guing W et into
things I disagrec ar agree with George on becauss [ was not
clected 1o olfice and I'm just not goang o kilk ubout that. And
I"m not going to talk about other members of my (umily—
WI'\LTEHS; Nl ol daunned W yim e onnd ddassnal o Jou
don’t because one of the papers said that the fact thal you
don't say you agree with your husbund's vicw on aborton
means that you disagree, otherwlse you would Jiwve sid you
agree.

Mes. BUSH: But another paper said it, thut I agreed with him,
s0 it isn’t just abortion, i's 4 number ol issues T don’t talk
aboul.

WALTERS: But you do privately?

Mrs. BUSH: Sure. And when 1 pet clecund o public office, 1
certainly expect George Bush will ucat e the same way. Will
you?

Mr. BUSH: If I don't run against you, I will, ycah.
WALTERS: You heard it first. What will be your first priority
in thc White House? What will we read shout you one menth
from now?

Mr. BUSH: One month from now, you will read that I have
sent a proposal on the budget up to the Congress and that they
don’t like every aspect of it. I'm not naive about how the pro-
cess works. One month from now, you'll see no solution to the
budget, but I will have shown my hand. You will also sce a
president that has sent The il sirong proposals in cthics. 1
used 1o get weased a lot, Barbary, us kind of having a naive
view, a kind of a super optimistic vicw about public service. |
still have that, but one way o enhance that is 10 hold high the
highest possible ethical standards in terms of conflict of intcr-
est. So you'ne guing W dilfucat, you're going o more initia-
tives on education, but some of them'll full short of some ex-
pectations because we're dealing ina time of tight money'.
WALTERS: You have worked as the cducaton president,
you've also been very strong on the prevention of drugs and
yct, tight money. Give us a hint. What are you going to cut?
Mr. BUSH: You can't mcasurc one's commiunent (o literacy
on how much federal money you put into it. You can’t
measure onc’s commitment to fighting drugs by being able to
maich the highest bidder on federal money. Onc of the prob-
lems with Washington, D.C. is you're judged by how much
moncy you can put aficr a problem. Now, a lot of what a presi-
dent has o do in times of Light financial resources is Lo cxhort,
is 1o bring out the best in people, private seetor, public scctor
— meaning state and local in this cuse — o help soive the
problems. And I'm going w uy to do tiut because [ won't be
able 10 match the highest bidder on federal funds for education
or federul funds for drug rehabilitation or federal funds for the
homcless, whatever it is. But docs that mcan 1 don't care? No,
it doesn’t.

WALTERS: Oue thing that & greal many people don’t under-
stnd — we talk sbout the deficit and cverybody's eyes glaze
over — but people have been saying lor something like the
past six ycars that this country was poing w be in terrible
trouble financially. We were going 0 have a recession, high
inflation, higher interest rates and we're the lurgest debtor na-
tion and dvom and gloom. And it hasn't happened. The cco-
nomy is still strong. And you think it'1l be sound for the next
four ycars?

Mr. BUSH: If my program is cuacied. it will be. And 1 say

that without, you know, trying to be some big shot about this -
thing, but the worst thing yon eonld o is Kill off the cconomy

by loading it down with morc taxcs ud cerlainly siwing still
for increasing debt. That would hurt ad 1 don’t want (o be a
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pare of thut.

WALTERS: | want to get back a little bit to foreign policy,
some of thc issucs that are so imporant, the Middle East ngh
now in the front pages today, all the time and— arc you totall
wiguinat an indepandont Palestinian siate?

Mr. BUSH: I think an independent Palestinian state, knowin
the realitics of that region as I do, is a non-stanier. What yo
liave Lo du is have Tsracl and then | think the first step shoul
still be Jordan ana airect negouadon. And 1 know dia, w a
factions in Israel, a Palesunian state i1s a non-starter, so why b
advocating somcthing that would keep the process from goin
forward? I think this best concept is still a confederation—
WALTERS: With Jordan.

Mr. BUSH: —with Jardan in snme way and if the U.S.can b
a catalyst 0 achieve those ends, so much the beuer. And w
can.

WALTERS: Do you trust Yassir Arafat?

Mr. BUSH: No, but I dont totally trust him, I obviously don
know the man, but I'm cncouraged by the recent steps that M
Arafat took 10 do those things that have been the fundamenta
in U.S. forcign policy, recognition of Israel’s right to exis
renunciation of Lerror.

WALTERS: The Soviet Union. Cerainly, conditions hav
changed and [ guess one could lovk forward to arms reductic
on both sides, but are there— in the still of the night, are the:
things that still worry you about the United States and ¢
Sovict Union? Are there warning signs that you see even now
Me. BUSH: Sure. And that’s why I have adopted a position (
some caution. That's why I'm asking for a 1otal review of 0!
arms control proposals. [ will be prepared to have proposa
that I think the West can put forward, as opposed to alwa)
responding to some bold new iniuative of Mr. Gorbachcv, hi
1 don't think that is detrimental (o the Sovies interests. I woul
think they'd welcome it if it was realistic in its breadth.

Mrs. Bush, we've been reading this week that you've reccive
so many leuers from people all over the country who sa
““Now, I cun let my hair go gray, ! can gain a pound or two.
They're so happy about you.

Mrs. BUSH: Wcll, I've certainly gotten a lot of leuers. I"
been reading some aloud to George, at this time where I'
giving him all the information on world affairs in the momin
that arc really cute, warm, slightly insulting but very funny—
WALTERS: Why are they insulting?

Mrg, BUSH: —and they're all meant with— well, 1 mes
“*Stay fat, stay gray, stay wrinkled, we love you.'' And th
are all meant with great warmth and love.

Mr. BUSH: But they're saying something else. They're ¢
talking about whether you're a blimp of not, but I mean—
Mrs. BUSH: Ah-ah.

Mr. BUSH: No, but they're talking about—

WALTERS: lic's a big help.

Mr. BUSH: —genuine— no, they're talking about being g
uinc. They're not tilking about whether anybody is— 1
weight or how— whether you lock young or old. I me:
they're talking about somcthing different It doesn’t mai
whether they use that language. What they are saying wh
they talk about Barbara is that they sense in her a centain get
incness. Kids mater to her. Her family is imporant to h
And that’s what I think they're saying and some of them :
funny.

Mrs. BUSH: Tlicy are. They'rc sweet. They are swect.

v BUSHE Teir ycars ago; diatld- Larvs-hadt: he? £oelings ¢
they don’L.
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Mrg. BUSH: Georye said to me, “You don't want thut des- have a nuance of difference on what he had decided. 3¢
'sert, do you? Do you?"" Amd I said, *“Well, 1 have 1o eat it, you'rc— as a team playcr, you are— some of your own pas.

= George. for my fans."” sions arc properly sublimated. So there is that difference, Bar:
WALTERS: Was there a point when everybody was giving bara, that's realistic, [ think.
advice to both of you — you should do this, you should do WALTERS: Are you going 0 have a specific role for Dar
that — was there a point where you thowht, *Well, maybe 1 Quayle other than the truditional role that the vice presiden
should dyc my hair and maybe | should—"" plays, looking at—

Mia. BUDILL M. Me. T have never bud that thought, moetly Mr. BLISH- It's gning  he— if ynn want 1o know how that"
because George never swd it Trutilully, ae’s always been going 10 work, look at i Reagan-Busk -relatiership.- Thox
very supporuve. will be somc specifics and there will be a great deal—

Mr. BUSH: 'Cause if Barhara's on 10 son:cthing, now, there’s WALTERS: Wecll, he gave you specific things. Will you bx
a tmc when you say, 'l need the advice, 1 welcome the ad- giving him somcthing specific that you're not—

vice. God knows 1 ¢an do things betwer, but I've got Lo be Mr. BUSH: Oh, surc.

mysclf.”” And maybc that happencd o L bara. I know it hap- WALTERS: Can you say what it might bc?

pened 10 e somewhere along the line. Remember the old Mr, BUSH: Well, we've already got one, the Space Council
story— . . which T didn’t do. And what he will— what the vice presiden
WALTERS: Ceruainly, everybody was giving you advice, will do, that’s one o start with. But you shouldn't measure th
you— cffectiveness of a vice president by how many specific assign
Mr. BUSH: Wc'll give you the extra time, but you remember ments he gets. That makes it— that was what went wrong i
the story about the guy that came and he said, *'1 got some ad- the past. Nelson Rockefeller was given the energy portfoli
vice from a iriend and that advice, aftcr analyzing my per- and he last about three weeks on that portfolio until the Whit
formance, was ‘Be yoursclf * That praved 10 b the warst ad- Honse staff cut his legs off, How do I know? Because Nelso
vice I could have goucn.” But in my case, 1 know, and Bar- Rockefcller told me so. So you got 8— it's—

bara hasn't needed it as much, T've nceded advice and I've WALTERS: That could happen again,

nceded help on whatever it is, but in the final analysis, it all Mr. BUSH: Ycauh, we don't want it to happen again.

gets right back to be what you are, suy what you think, do it WALTERS: Mrs. Bush, it— | guess it can't be helped, bi
the best way you can and fecl comfortable with what you do. mwing comparisons between you and Mrs. Reagai
not try to do it the way someonc clse thinks you have to do it. How do you feel about that?

WALTERS: But during the campuign, it was said that you did Mrs. BUSH: I hate it because first of all, | lvsc on that pan
what somcbody clse thought you lid 1o do. You read all those mn' but [ am her greatest fan. I think she's dor
things. a wonderful job. The White House has never been mos

Mr. BUSH: Oh, I read it all the time, read a lot of ather stuff T beautiful, the flowers premier, the food bemer, the— she

didn't like, cither. done a wonderful job. But she and I are not alike and yo

WALTERS: That's not truc. can't comparc apples and oranges or whatever. And th

Mr. BUSH: Well, mayhe at some points it was, I don’t know. doesn't tuke from my enormous respect for her and the

The campaign lasied for about ten ycars, so— you know, I'm  she’s done, so 1 hate thay— Lhe comparisons | read.

sure there are times that I did things that— or read something WAL TERS: Mr. Bush, you'don't like (o dance. Well you's

that sounded out of— didn’t do it well and therefore, there got all these Inaugural Balls coming up. If you—

was plenty of room for the ridiculs fucior 0 go of f the churls, Mrs. OUGHI: Ok, he's a very good dancor.

but that's history. It docsn't mcan aunything anymore. I'm WALTERS: Ol he's a very good dancer.

going 10 approach my job as Barbara’s approaching hers. Call WALTE-E§: Is he? Now, everything I've read says th

" thie way yuu s e as ol wogn? 88id. Dis it the boot yOIL'I€ Ot & ZUod GaNcer, You Fo

xzf“ll‘éﬂs But you know, so many people’s view of you Mr. BUSH: Yes, well=

R u 1 \. H > .

———=r ey Lgdg i Mrs. BUSH: He says he's not a good dancer ‘cause |
has changed. It's as if Clark Kent became Superman. I mean doesnt really love it.

you're very articulate. They used 10 say you weie— Mr, BUSH: I'm awlul.

Mr, BUSH: That'll change, wo. Wait "til the budget gocs up. , : .
A .
WALTERS: But do you think you've changed or do you VHV%E&% You're going 10 have to dance at all these Whi

i : ampaign or the clection or hing )
hink W Y e o ownelr You dows vk ME_BUSH: No, but thal's show busines. Yo get |
“Sweelic.”” you know. You get up there for about ty

he has? winuss i the thing and that's it. That's all I'm good for. I’
Mrs. BUSH: No. read that somebody clsc — who was it, some famous guy -
_‘lclv_r‘;%%%% 1;'07311 dont said he fclt the samc way about it Who was it, one of the
. BUSH: 1 rcally . stars recently that you— '
Mr. BUSH: Well, 1 do think, in luimess 10 the critics, that Mrs. BUSI)"l: GcZ)rgc came from a family where many
when you arc not the number two on a wam, but are really \hem were ve very good dancers, also singers. Somehow or oth
hcading o leam 84 & predudent muat du. it's ditforont. 1 hopa they made him el Jie wasn't vithes 3 good daneer or & go
that I dunonstrated, during cight ycars as vice president, a singer.

ceriain sensitivity 10 the White, Hingss stalls IS presiglent's Wwal TERS: And' -
staff and conainly (0 the gresident for wwhory l‘ have lasung g BUSHI: Anr:d'hc isn’L That's not true.

respear as he heads out 1o e West. 1 mean, I've learncd so Mr. DUCH: M ; : 1do
much from this man. And it would never— it never occurrcd -————m('; 3"‘11 fc: 'wP;‘;i‘i:g clllll\‘i‘:?gl?h g:’l“:zo‘h‘:ﬂlg’ny‘omyb:“;dt‘-

10 mic 10 go out then and say something even though I might WALTERS: We'll never usk you (o Sing
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Mrs, BU;H: Please.

WALTERS: Okay. Would you describe Burbara Bush tor me.
- Mrs. BUSH: Carcful. '

Mr. BUSH: Insidc or out?

WALTERS: Any way you wanl.

Mrg, BUSH; Inside.
Mr. BUSH: A kind and suong and a loving person whose
prigritics are family, her garden, her faith and—

Mrs. BUSH: In that order?

Mr. RLISH —wha will he wally unyroiled by being First

Lady of the land and will cmerge, no maier what we do alter

this, happy.

Mrs. BUSH: I like the picture.

WALTERS: Would you describe George Bush for us?

Moe. BUOHL WL TH Bl 1 88, dtte

WALTERS: Everything he just said?

MrS. BUSH: No, | think, very funny, CGeorge is. Very waa,

very wise, very caring, very— T would put faith as a very im-

portant part of George's lifc aud family and fricnds. 1 think

those arc the— loyal and he's goud. Lut that’s what I"d say

about George.

WALTERS: Right now, you're both fecling pretly good.

aren't you?

Mr. BUSH: Prcuty relaxed. T thought it would be scuricr. iU's

not.

WALTERS: Well, I'm a litde premawre. However, thank

you, Mr. President. Thank you, Mrs. Bush.

Mrs. BUSH: Thank you.
DOWNS: Well. it's tiot premature now, Baibara. e is the presi-
dent. You know, it struck me that the White House probably isn't
any 100 big for the size family ticy have there. T understand all of
them arc going 10 be therc at home tenighi when thcy get home.
WALTERS: Well, all of them is the President's 87-ycar-oki
mother who hasn't been oo well, so she is coming with her nurse
and her doctor. There will be all five cluldren and the respective
spouses. There will be ten grandchildren and threc nannies.
They're putting cots up in the White Huouse. ‘Lhat’s the first imc
they've probably had that in ycars und yeuwrs. So it’s 4 jumping
White Housc tonight.
DOWNS: I'll be so and the first time they ve had real lie chil-
dren since "61 and "62. ‘
WALTERS: Since thc Kennedys' children, yes. Well, it's a
happy place and it’s a happy day.
DOWNS: Great. Thank you, Barbaru. And Barbara will be back
Tater in the hour, kecping us up o date on festivitics in Washing-
ton on this night. Also, two other reports. John Stosscl tukes a
close look at what you probably have alrcady gotten in the mail,
publishers' sweepstakes, *“You Have Alrcady Won...Maybe."’

But next, fuces, not statistics. A special school for children of
the homcless. Bob Brown reports, *“The Almost Forgoiten.™
[Commercial break]

na l

The Almost Forgotten

DOWNS: One estimaic has it that m America Llay, 250,000
children arcn't receiving any cducation. Now, they're not
dropouts, they’re children ol the homaless. lndeed, a recent sur-
vey of the homeless in 27 major Cilics showed that onc in cvery
four was a child, litde boys und girls living in sheliers and in the
back scats of cars, a horrible existeuce they could be locked into
for life if they never get an cducation. Bob Browa looks at one of
this nation’s biggest challenges, how 10 1each kids who have no

-
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homes. :
BOB BROWN: [voice-over] Leucts un thic walls, o sucll
of chalk and paste. Most pcople have vivid childhood
memories of classrooms that became familiar places o leam
ac time went on. it's something we 1ake. far granied. Now, try
to imaginc this as a transicnt sopover, a place where you may
spand omly a fom wmoke hafara yon'ra taken swsey 9gain
That's all it can be w many of the children you will meet
They are homeless. The schanl hns has nicked them up at
shelters in Tacoma, Washington and they will soon fill that
cmpty classroom as shiwvients in A public school program
designed uand run for homeless kids. The weacher who waits for
them, Connie Iverson, knows that any day of the year could be
the first day of school for some child whose family has been
on the move. :
OOMMIC IMENEOM, Toaohor: It'o lika gning intn any nrw
schoal, but the situation is so much different hecause they arc
without & home w begin with thoy don’t even have that
sccurity — and then they 're coming yed into another insecunity
of a brand ncw school. And it docsn’t matter whether they're
five or they'rc twelve or they're thirteen, they're scared when
they get of f the hus.
BROWN: [voice-over] They may also get off the bus hungry.
[interviewing] What's the best thing about school?
JAMIE KENTNER, Student: (?) Breakfast
BROWN: [ voice-over] Jamic Kentner, who is scven, has beer
coming here for cight weeks with her two younger brother:
from a ncarby shelter. Inside this YWCA building which pro
vides the space for their classroom, there is the smell of break:
fast cvery moming when they arrive, sometimes cooked by
volunicer workers in a kitchen near the classroom, sometime:
donated by a local McDonald’s. When they know the kid:
have eaten, then the lessons begin.

The children are divided by age and learning level
kindcrgarten through ninth grade, and Mrs. Iversoa helps then
through reading and writing and math projccts that would b
pretty typical cven for full-time siudents.

Mrs. IVERSON: My feeling is I'm going to have them for :
very short time and ['m going W give them all | can give then
because I don’t know when they're going to be in schoc
again. 1 mcan, even at the beginning of this year, we had
seven- and nine-ycar-old who’d never becn in school. So yo
have 10 give— [ want (0 give them the school year. The staf
wants 10 give them as much as we can give them becaus
we're only gaing 10 have them for their short time. And that’
the way 10 make a difference in their lives is (o let them knov
that this it. this is it and make them hungry for educatios
make them hungry 10 want (o be in school.
BROWN: [voice-over/ In a lcsson for younger children th:
includcs a read through the popular book, Where The Wil
Things Are, the diffcrences in this school become appare:
more in how the children respond to the discussions with the
Own CONCCrms.
DEBBIE, Student: The other— last night I had a drew
about my mommy and daddy separatcd. And they were scp
rated. And they was made at me and they went back togeth
and my mommy packed her stuff and she left us at the Salv,
tion Anny,
Mrs. IVERSON: The unknown that these children go throug
as 10 where their next home is going to be, what the ne
apartment’s going to look like, what the next shelier's going
ook like. T think it docs have an cffect on the kids.

Mrs. IVERSON: /ieaching class] Today, we'rc going

go with " The sky is the limit.” Tell me what that means.

— ) —
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BARBARA WALTERS [in a Jeep with President Reagan on his ranch]: I don’t want to
hurt your feelings, but this is the scroungiest Jeep I have ever— the upholstery is coming
out. I mean, | know we have an austerity program, but this is ridiculous.

WALTERS [voice-over]: Tonight, a personal visit with the president of the United
States. A look at his career and a visit with some of his closest friends — Pat O'Brien,
Ginger Rogers, George Murphy, Patricia Neal, the President’s brother and children.

ANNOUNCER: '‘Ronald Reagan: At Home on the Ranch."" A personal portrait with
Barbara Walters.

[commercial break]

WALTLCNO {vviceuver ]t This is Randiv Jel Ciclu, *f1auch in U ohy. " [luine, privavy,
poase, for Renald Reugan, What you will see wnight s 2 pemional ponradl, tie Presldent
al his most relaxed, and the California hills he loves the best. Early each moming he rides
his favorite horse, Little Man, a 17-year-old thoroughbred he raised from a coit. Mrs.
Reagan rides a bay, No Strings. Strong winds and fog often roll in suddenly from the sea,
but on good days the mountaintop is crystal-clear, Its acres of rugged land are nestled
2,000 feet above the Pacific Ocean. Coyotes, bear, and deer roam the trails. For the
President it has a very special meaning,

Pres, RONALD REAGAN: It casts a spell. There is such a sense of seclusion and— I
suppose it's the scriptural line that, *'I look to the hills from whence cometh my
strength.’’ I understand it a little better when I'm up here.

WAL TFRE [uaiss suer)t 11a's at hama in namim, baawn tha maman af all tha wild
flowers and can identify all the trees. Some are over 200 years old, and only when they're
Jead ur [allen will Lie chivp e for liewoud, He's 70 years old and last ypring liad Jicst
surgery, but he whacks away.

Pres. REAGAN: There are things that give you a sense of accomplishment, things
you've looked forward to doing: clearing a trail, pruning in a section of woods that has to
be done, clearing brush  and then you go at it.

WALTERS [woice over/t He has seven horses on the mnch and four doge, and, oh yas,
some snakes, But his friend and helper, Willard Barnett, ‘‘Bamey,"’ insists they're safe
too.

WILLARD BARNETT: He doesn't kill them. He will not— he doesn’t kill them, We
cach 'cm, put "cm In a sack, and wke them down to the botivm of the Lill,
WALTERS: And he doesn't kill them?

Mr RARNFTT: He daren’t kill them Na. he wan't kill anything. hardly,
WALTERS [vouice-over]: He used to break his own horses; now contents himself with
saddling, cleaning hooves, and occasionally changing their shoes. Nancy Reagan isn't
that comfortable on a horee. The ranch ic clearly 2 concession to her husband. But time
alone with him, she feels, is worth it. A practiced jumper, Reagan now restricts himself to

trail riding, where sometimes he meets his 2000-pound steer named Duke, who roams

about freely.
This pond used to be just 2 mudhole. Reagan and his friend Bamey dug it out and put a

plastic lining on the bottom. The canoe is called True Love, Reagan's gift to Nancy on
their 25th wedding anniversary. He promises to paint it again on the 3(0th. Another
romantic note: the Reagans' initials carved into a sandstone rock.

The house itself is tiny, only five rooms. Reagan bought the ranch six years ago, and
when he, was govemor he would corral friends and come up here with sandwiches in a
paper bag and they'd help him rebuild it. Nancy Reagan uses a big ald dinner bell to
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summon her husband in to mecals. This room looks huge, but isn't. Called the family
room, it was actually a porch-which they enclosed. Like two kids with their first home,
they did almost all the inside work themselves. This painting is a particular favorite of the
President’s. It's by Russell White, The potbellicd stove is fake; the house is heated only
by two fireplaces.

Pres. REAGAN: The boards for the roofing, the baseboards are old fence boards. And
we figured the rustic look was all right. The orginal house goes back to 1872, and I
understand that an Indian worker here made the adobe bricks here from the soil right on
the place, and that was how it was built.

WALTERS [voice-over]: Although there are reminders of the Reagans' other life, most
everything in the house was either a personal gift or came with the Reagans from an
earlier ranch. The toy soldiers were a gift from Mrs, Reagan's parents to Ron Jr. For
many years while he was growing up they were in his bedroom. Now that he's married
and living in New York, they march happily here in the family room. Here's the Presi-
dent’s collection of guns. There are several others displayed on walls around the room. A
variety of hats, given by friends or collccted during campaigns. These belt buckles also
have been presented to Mr. Reagan, The tooled leather saddle was a gift from Mexica's
President Lopez Portillo. There's only one bedroom besides the Reagans®, cheerful but
very small. Two bathrooms but no bathtubs. There is a bar, but the President rarely takes
more than a single drink — a glass of wine or a vodka and tonic. Campaign posters of
another time tell of the virtues Ronald Reagan still applauds.

But mostly it's an outdoor life. Daughter Patti’s dog, Frecbo, leading the way. Two
more, Victory and Millie, always come along for the ride. And the President takes the

wheel.

WALTERS [in Jeep]: I hope you're a good driver; you know what you're doing, I hope.
Pres. REAGAN: Yes, I've been driving this for quite a while. You probably deduced
that it wasn't new,

WALTERS: Yes. I don't want to hurt your feelings, but this is the scroungiest Jeep I
have ever— the upholstery is coming out. I mean, I know we have an austerity program,
but this is ridiculous.

Pres. REAGAN: Well, it’s a 1963, and the upholstery— You'd be surprised that we've
finally given up. We've had it reupholstered a few times at quite some cost, but, you
know, you stop it someplace where you’re doing work, and the horses are out there — it's
the horses that do this; they can't resist it. They come and chew on it, tear up the
upholstery, so we tried to [uninselligible]. But it’s really— this is for work.
WALTERS [voice-over]: Indeed, the whole ranch is for work, It's uly a labor of love.
For Ronald Reagan loves this ranch. He loves the land and, in a lacger sense, all-that it

represents,
Pres. REAGAN: I’ve always believed that there was some plan that put this continent
here to be found by people from every comer of the world who had the courage and the
love of freedom enough to uproot themselves, leave family and friends and homeland, to
come here and develop a whole new breed of people cailed American. You look at the
beauty of it, and God really did shed his grace on America — as the song says.

[commercial break]

WALTERS (voice-over]: Ronald Reagan traveled a long road to amive at this ranch in
California. He was literally born over a store on this street in Tampico, [llinais, in (911.
He grew up in this house in nearby Dixon. His brother, Neil, or ‘*“Moon'’ as he was
called, recalls their childhood.

NEIL REAGAN: It was a very plcasant childhood, We were sort of a Tom Sawyer
existence — painting fences and raising rabbits and collecting birds’ eggs — never aware
of the fact that the folks, I guess, had problems. My dad was a drinker. This was not as
serious a thing as, to my mind, as some people would make it.
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WALTERS ([voice-over]: Actor and friecnd Pat O'Brien remembers the night he met Jack
Reagan. S
PAT O'BRIEN: Ron's dad and myself have been known to toast a friend, and we made
many friends that evening. So take it from there.
WALTERS /[voice-over): The President’s daughter Patti and son Ron have shared the
memories of those years with their father.
PATTI REAGAN: I think it’s a painful thing for him to remember. I've heard him talk about
Christmases where the little money that they had would go to alcohol.
RON REAGAN: Yeah, he tells some very poignant stories about, you know, going out
finding his father in the snow in the early moming and pulling him back inte the house
unconscious.
WALTERS [voice-over]: Mother Nell was beloved by her sons. Deeply religious, she had a
strong social conscience. She also involved young Ron, or **Dutch’ as he was called, in the
frequent dramatic readings she held at home. Neil, as older brothers often do, remembers
young Ron’s most irritating qualitics.
NEIL REAGAN: He'll kill me when I tell you. I will demonstrate. If he got within arms’
length of you and there was a conversation going on, the next thing you know he had the lobe
of your ear, and he's rubbing your ear. [ would like to have a nickel for every time I batted
his hand away from my ear. And I'm sure there were many, many others.
WALTERS /voice-over]: From the time he was a little boy until he went to Eurcka College,
football was Ronald Reagan's greatest love. He used this knowledge to announce a whole
game from memory when he auditioned as a sportscaster for an lowa radio station, Four
years later, in 1937, Wamer Brothers cast him as an announcer in his first film, Love is on the
Air. '
RONALD REAGAN (film clip]: Eight-thirty. Stop talking, children, and finish your
Curly Krispies. Time you were leaving for school. And I hope you break your sweet
collective necks.
WALTERS /[voice-over]: Brother Rat and a Baby with Jane Wyman was his 18th film in
three years. He worked constantly but with only moderate success.

JANE WYMAN [film clip]: Well, you might just as well break down and sumender
because I'm gonna get you.

RONALD REAGAN: You are?

Ms. WYMAN: Um hum. You're cooked. I made up my mind,

WALTERS [voice-over]: And cooked he was. He and Jane Wyman were married in early
1940, Knute Rockne, All American, came out that same year, His friend, Pat O’Brien, helped
him win the role that changed his career — the Gipper, George Gipp.
RONALD REAGAN [film clip]: Rock, someday when the team’s up against it, breaks
are beating the boys, ask 'em to go in there with all they've got, win just one for the
Gipper. I don't know where I'll be then, but I'll know about it. I'll be happy.
WALTERS [voice-over]: This year, President Reagan and Pat O'Brien commemorated the
50th anniversary of the death of Knute Rockne at Notre Dame.
Mr. O’BRIEN: We were embracing each other, and he whispered in my ear— and he got his
arms around me, and they're still applauding the both of us, and he whispers in my ear, *‘I
guess they liked the picture.”
WALTERS [voice-over]: King's Row, with Ann Sheridan, is considered the finest film of
Reagan's career. He played a man whose legs were amputated.
RONALD REAGAN ([film clip]: Randi. Where's the rest of me? Randi.
WALTERS /voice-over|]: By the end of the war, Reagun, a captain, was showing a growing
interest in politics, particulacly with the Communist infiltration of Hollywood. His fricnd at
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that time, actor, later scnator, George Murphy.

GEORGE MURPHY: I— with regard to his leurning about communism, ! like to think that
maybe [ was an influence in that area, because I had leamed a good deal about it.
WALTERS [voice-over]; Murphy says that he had inside information from his friend, FBI
director J. Edgar Hoover, which he passed on to Ronald Reagan. In 1947, as president of the
Screen Actors Guild, he testified as a friendly witness in front of the House Un-American
Activities Committee investigating communjsm in Hollywood. Jane Wyman did not share
her husband’s political interests, Actress Patricia Neal knew Reagan at this time.
PATRICIA NEAL: The first time I mct Ronald Reagan was New Year's Eve, His wife had
just announced that she was going to divorce him, And then it was just about five minutes to
midnight, and he went outside and he cried and cried and cried because he did not want to
divorce Jane Wyman. She just won the Academy Award. and I think she thought that she
was going to go very high and Ronnie wouldn't.
WALTERS [voice-over]: His friend and co-star Ginger Rogers feels that maybe Jane
Wyman couldn’t take the steady diet of polidcal talk.
GINGER ROGERS: We'd sit there at lunch and Ronnie would talk — guess what? — he'd
talk politics. He talked politics during the whole hour of every lunchtime.
WALTERS [voice-over]: If his political career was high, his acting career was faltering. He
hit a low point when his co-star was a chimp named Bonzo. But his personal life was going
better. He found a co-star in Nancy Davis who was to change his entire life.
RONALD REAGAN /[film clip): How do you know so much about the moon?
NANCY DAVIS: I know a Jot about it. Spend all my time looking at it when you're
away. That's how it still is with me, Case. [they kiss/
WALTERS [voice-over]: They were maried in 1952. They had a daughter and a son; he
also had two children with Jane Wyman, What kind of a father was he? Was he tough?
PATTI REAGAN: He's kind of a soft touch. He tried. He tried, but he was not a rcal good
disciplinarian.
RON REAGAN: Well, I think he really makes a better friend than a father. [ don't think he
was really too comfortable in an authoritarian sort of position.
WALTERS: Was he the kind of parent who helped you with your homework, or whom you
came to with problems?
PATTI REAGAN: Oh, yes. If you stayed there long enough he’d do your homework for
you.
RON REAGAN: He would always help me put my toys together, you know, after I'd pulled
them out of the box and stuff. And he'd spend hours at Christmas, you know, reading the
directions of awful complicated things, you know, where the A goes into Z. And then of
course I'd go off and I'd sit in the box and play in the box for a long time and he'd be left with
a train set or something, and he'd be playing with it.
UALLBER® L. 1 0 11 ghee ) famnm bed o diffaont gvnorignce She Das
said of her father and Nancy Reagan, “Ihey don’t need anybody but theuselves. "
MAUREEN REAGAN: They don't. | think it's wonderful. And they arc totally self-
contained. That doesn’t mean that they don't think of us as a part of their family, but they
don’t need anybody else but them.
WALTERS [voice-over]: Patricia Neal feels that Nancy Reagan was much more than just a
wife and mother.
Ms. NEAL: When I knew him he was very liberal. And [ think he was liberal unt] he met
his present wife, Nancy Reagan.

WALTERS [voice-over]: Whatever the reasons, Reagan was at first reluctant when fricnds
talked him into running for governor of California. But he served two terms, and in 1976, he
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MAUREEN REACAN: [ think'it was onc of the mo.t difizult times of his life. And I think
bqr:uuse he doesn't show those things, and because he keeps his pain to himaelf, that pecple
think that he doesn’t have any, I think they're damn lucky that he does kaop it to hinwulf,
because what we don't need is somebody bleeding all aver the rest of us.

WALTERS [voice-over/: In 1980, he tried again. That was ten months ago. Ten months that
included an accaccination attompt that como oloca to tha Brogidont fool hao vhangud him
profoundly.

PATTI APAGAN- There Is snmerning mar 1 562 In nfs £YPS IOW ThAt | NEYET SW I Tnre mir
iz beaulifu] wid Olphienlug wy die v gy, The weagon Foay 'y beuud Al T dilok g dig
sives svinwbudy @ wlhidom that those of wi who huven't confronted that can't grasp, And It's
frightening for mie because whea T 3 it thea T have to swulivat s meataliey, And T dou't
want to do that.

BAMBEAS AL Iv's a serangoly Amorioon mighommane. I guose. 10 0it in feamy of sy 17, gy
kuow, and the vigil — you know, run to the TV and watch over and over again. But when

it's your father, I think it's a very personal nightmare.
WALTERS [voice-over]: Mike Deaver, the President's closest political aide and confidante
for the past 15 years:

MINHAF NFAVIR® Alout 10 Jage wllor by vwaow hoine Gun Uie hoitd, 0w wers up un
the second tlonr ot the residenca, and four or fiva of tha Atff wara in, and a coupla of Cabiont
members, and we were debating an issus. And several of the people weee telling hun that he
shouldn’t follow his own 1nstncts, that that was wiong, that he shiould lullow the advice ol
the burcaucricy herw. Ha wak really kind of waighing that, and I said. **You know, Mr,
Plr\'n'rm. (TR ||uu|u il wdea vene wea g, Sun l,||||_du wa iy udpa [UATY] finsgl oy 1w e
president.’’ And later that day we went back into the study and he— there was just the two of
ue thera, and he raid, **You knaw, thank you.'’ Ha aaid, **Fvar aince tha shaating I've had
the: fealing | Anght ta tlinw my mstinets ** And 1 we it inw in deeisinng. there i 2 firmness

that - a more of a fimmness than there was befere.

WALTERSE: But rome think tha Precldant Ian't fem ennuph. Cthara think ha ia juat plain
stubborn. In the past twos weeks, Renald Reazan has faced U bvnigedl vilicidun dus
r"l-i.\mu:u; e lur.\:l]r.lu._y Well 1o Lianh wiili Vit da Ledb alson iy l_ll“i;l'-ll Al l_rnz_um'
choices.

[commercial break]

WALTERS: We thought for a moment that we'd never get to this interview on the ranch.
Even as [ call you **Mr. President’* I wonder, was there 2 moment or two of this past week

when you thought you were unemployed?
Pres. REAGAN: Yes. I still don't whether yesterday I was or not.
WALTERS: You're not sure they think you’re ‘‘essential’’?

Pres. REAGAN: No one had told me whether I was or not. But [ sat there in the office
anyway, just in case somebody tried to take it over,
WALTERS: Mr. President, what's going to happen? Do you think that this budget erisis will

be resolved by December 15th, or if not arc we all going to just hang in there for the .

countdown again?
Rroa. REACAM: Wall, it shauld ba, T thlule 1t 13 dlsgeaciful dhat we Lot g udugh det
entire 1981 year without a budget.

WALTERS: But you do think that it will be resolved before December 5th.

Pres. REAGAN: I'm going to try very hard, There will be two choices. Either the budget,
or send down a continuing resolution that is within the figures of the budget that we have

proposed. .

WALTERS: This is your first veto and your first great clash with Congress, and [ wonder if it
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left a bad taste in your mouth. Tip O’Neill, for cxample, said that he ncver knew a President
who knew less about the budget than you did, and he'd never met one in his lifetime that
knew less about the budget. And he was bom in 1912.

Pres. REAGAN: Uh-huh, He's a young man. | have to say this back to Tip. I had eight
years as governor in which every ycar we had a balunced budget. and the governor was in

charge of the budget in Califomia. Can Tip tell me that he has ever participated in govem-
gn%nt'ix‘; Washington in which they had a balanced budget? How did we get the trillion-dollar
eficit’

WALTERS: Maybe we'll have some answers from him next week. You have been in office
now for 10 months and it’s getting around the time when the various columnists start (0 grade
you. Some of them already have. “*A"" to *'F"* for failure. | wonder if you would grade
yourself.

Pres. REAGAN: Well, I wouldn't want to put a letter grade on i, "cause most of my high
school and college carcer, a *‘C"" average was eligibility for sports and I figured that that was
the standard to shoot at to remain eligible. But I want a little better than that in this job. But [
have 1o say we have gotten the Congress to pass the biggest reduction in spending that has
even been attempted, we have asked for the biggest single reduction of tax rates that has ever
been attempted and have secured that. T feel that we have been making good progress,

WALTERS: So you think you're doing much better than a **C"*?

Pres. REAGAN: Un, yes.

WALTERS: ‘‘B-plus’"?

Pres. REAGAN: No, I wouldn't know how to— see, I never knew anything above **C"’s.

WALTERS: You never got above a *C"". It's going to be a new— if you can make it this
time, it's going to be a new treat for you, huh?

Pres. REAGAN: Yes. '
W%LTERS: Do you remember one time in your life that, when you look back, was the most
difficult?

Pres. REAGAN: We were poor. We had problems when my brother and [ were boys
growing up that seemed insurmountable to young boys at the time.

WALTERS: You mean your father?

Pres. REAGAN: Yes.

WALTERS: Your children talked with us about that, Mr, Prcsident. They talked about your
father being an alcoholic and they said that they thought it was very painful for you.

Pres. REAGAN: Oh yes, it was. It was in an era of prohibition and, as [ say, a small town.
Really he was a fine man, and it was a typical tragedy of that disease. The one thing I must
say about my mother was that she ncver let my brother and I for one minute ever— she
constantly would say to us, *‘You must remember this is a sickness. This is not something
that you should blame your father for. This is something that he can't help.'* But it was the
type of thing in which there would be months and months of everything just fine. It scemed as
if it was good times that he couldn't take. He could buckle down when things were tough and
the job had been lost and he had to do something. But it was when everything was right that
there it'd go. and it would eight or 10 days of real misery.

WALTERS: You're more like your mother, people say. Your brother says that, He says,
**Ron’s like my mother.'' Do you think that's so?

Pres. REAGAN: Well, I don't know. She left me with an enduring faith, [ know that, She
was probably one of the kindest people I have ever known, and even with all our poverty and
her problems there — and maybe this was also something that was good for us — we were
always conscious of pcople who were worse off than we were because my mother was
always finding people that needed help.
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WALTERS: Mr. President, I don't know whether you'll remember this, but your brother
Moon, talking about you as little.boy. said that onc of your habits that used to drive him ¢razy
was that you would come up to him and other people and stast playing with their earlobes. Do
you remember this?

Pres. REAGAN: Yes.
WALTERS: Well, what were you doing?

Pres. REAGAN: I'd sit in school, I don't know why, and if there wasn't anyone close
enough, I'd sit and pull my own. That was—

WALTERS: You do it now. You pull your own now?
Pres. REAGAN: Yes.
WALTERS: He said he used to swat you all the time—

Pres. REAGAN: Yes. [ would sit there beside him and listen to the radio or something,
hanging onto his ear!

WALTERS: You've stopped, I hope.
Pres. REAGAN: Oh yes, oh yes.
WALTERS: You don't do that with heads of state?

Pres. REAGAN: No. No.

WALTERS: Mr. President, one of your earlicst jobs was as a sports announcer in Davenport,
Jowa, and you used to broadcast bascball games from the teletype. How did you do that?

Pres. REAGAN: Well, we had an operator, telegraph operator with a typewriter, sitting on
the other side of this window in this little studio, and a slit under the window, and he had the
headphones on getting that dot and dash Morse code from the Wrigley Field in Chicago, and
as— because in those days you didn't have a team announcer, there were at least seven
stations broadcasting the same game, and you had to really keep up with the play. Most of
them were doing it live, We were too far away to afford to go there live. So, as [ saw him
start to type, why I would start the pitcher like -~ dating myself — Dizzy Dean is out on the
mound with the Cardinals and Billy Jurges is up at the plate, here comes the pitch. And by
that time he’d hand me the slip, and it would say S-1-C. Well, you can't sell many boxes of
breakfast food yelling S-1-C, so'I'd say ‘‘And it's a call strike breaking over the outside
comner just about above the knees, and the man that likes one a little more shoulder high,"" —
"cause I'd study that too, and what did the ballplayers like, so that [ wouldn't be totally
inventing, I would think if he let a call strike go by, it'd be a ball that he didn't particularly
carc for. And if next play is coming along so you'd have him— and if he was pausing and
didn't type, why you'd say, ‘‘Well, Dean steps back off the mound, rubs his hand on the
rosin bag, back up, shakes off the sign, gets another sign from the catcher, All right, and here
comes the pitch,” and he'd hand it to you and it'd say, *‘Out, 4 to 3."" Well, three is first
base and four is second base, so you'd say, '‘And it's a hard-hit ground ball, down over
second base. So-and-so going over after the ball, picks it up, whips it over to first base, just in
time for the out, and—'" [laughs)

WALTERS: I heard one time the tickertape, the teletype got stuck.

Pres. REAGAN: Yes, in the 9th inning of a gume — and I've already used the name

names, Dean on the mound and Jurges at the plate for the Cubs, tied up nothing and nothing.
And I saw Curly start to type so I started the ball on the way to plate and he was shaking his
head, no, and I didn’t know what he meant. When [ got it, it said the wire's gone dead, and [
had a ball on the way to the plate. Well, there's one thing that doesn’t get in the scorebook, so
I had him, Jurges, foul it off. And then I look, and Curly just shrugged his shoulders and I
thought, well, if [ say, **We'll now play some music until we get the wire back,"" I won't
have any audience when it comes back. So I decided to have Jurges foul another one. And |
think [ set a world's record, if there is such a thing, for consecutive foul balls. [ had him miss
a home run by a foot: hit one back of third base and describe the rwo kids that got in a fight
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over the ball. [ kept on until finally I just— I was in a desperate situation. | knew now that if
I'd admitted the wire had gonc dead they'd know I hadn't been telling the truth on all of this.
And finally Curly started typing and when the slip came through, [ could hardly talk for
laughing. It said Jurges popped out on the first ball pitched. But for days people would stop
me on the street and say, ‘*Has there ever been anyone ever stayed at the plate and hit that

many consecutive fouls?"’
WALTERS: And you said, **No-0-0-0""?

Pres, REAGAN: [laughs]

WALTERS: Mr. President, Thanksgiving is a time for families, and in some cascs parents
and older children are reunited on Thanksgiving. Looking back. what kind of a father do you
think you were?

Pres. REAGAN: Well, I can say 2 loving father. [ don't really know, I don't— [ wouldn't
know how to evaluate myself that way. I tried very hard, and worked at spending time with
the family. I'd seen too many people who just— too many men who made the excuse of
saying, *‘Well, they've got to understand: this is my job and thercfore I can't— and even
then, when Ron was still at home and the youngest and I became govemor., I— that's where
all of that talk started about 9 to 5. So, sure, I'd try to go home at § o'clock, but I went home
with a briefcase full of work. I figured at least I'd be there in his presence, even though [ was
still working,.

WALTERS: When people talk about you and your relationship with Mrs. Reagan— it
obviously is such a good one. But your daughter Maureen told us, she said, **They don't
need anyone but themselves,'"

Pres. REAGAN: Well, I hope the children don't foel that way, but [ guess maybe what she
was trying to say is that, well, I'm double lucky. I'm very lucky to have her, and I'm lucky in
that I know how lucky I am, and appreciate it. And we do have what— Thomas Jefferson
once said that **a contentment’’ — [ can't remember his exact words — **by the fireside was
the first boon of heaven,” and I think I have that boon.

WALTERS: Mr, President, if you had to describe yourself, what adjectives would you use?
Pres, REAGAN: Oh, a terrible fight goes on inside of you between vanity and modesty.
WALTERS: Well, what comes out fast? Wonderful, kind, generous, sweet, loving—
Pres. REAGAN: No. Soft touch, and [ really am. Sometimes I'm stubbom, I hope not
unnecessarily so, but— I couldn’t answer that question; I wouldn’t know how to do it.
WALTERS: If you had been president at the time. would you have pardoned Richard Nixon?
Pres. REAGAN: I believe so, knowing what Gerald Ford knew at that time, I approved of
his doing it. Yes, because I think that it was the main step that had to be taken to bringing this
country together again, and ending the bitterness that was dividing us.

WALTERS: Again and again, Mr, President, we hear how trusting you are, how you see the
best in people. But [ wonder, would the cvents that have happened in the last few weeks,
with the kinds of things that have happened to different members of your staff— do you feel a
little betrayed? Do you think, ‘*How dare they rain on my parade’'?

Pres. REAGAN: No, I think I learned this as governor: You know that when you put an
administration together of human beings, things aren't going to be perfect. I also, in the

particular instance of the last few weeks, think that one of the things we're suffering from
today is an aftermath of Watergate in which — and forgive me, but too much of the media

tends to take accusation for conviction.

WALTERS: But so do your own people. I mean, it was Alexander Haig who said, **There's
guemrilla warfare,” It wasn't the press.

Pres. REAGAN: That's right. And— but [ think that it all, it piles up. One of the things I
wish that more of them would leam is that when someone comes uand says, **So-and-so said
this about you, and it's in the press or on the air or something. and what is your reply to
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that?"" the only real reply you should give is, *"When [ find vut exactly what so-and-so said, |
will respond.™ Because sometimes so-and-s0 has been misquoted. And then if you say
something then the misquoted person says something back. and you have the feud going on.

WALTERS: You've told some of your staff to **cool it'" in this manncr?

Pres. REAGAN: Yes.

WALTERS: People have wondered, and | must ask you: why didn't you fire David Stock-
man after what happened?

Pres. REAGAN: Because I think David Stockman was not the sinner. He was sinned
against,

WALTERS: Really?

Pres. REAGAN: [ think it was perfectly natral that thev'd have these meetings and get
together with an old friend. And there'd be days when he'd come down and be discouraged.
and knowing the safety of “‘not for attribution' or anything, say. talking about special
interest groups on the Hill, say, "*The greed of them.”” Trying to do this— the oid thing of
everyone wants savings but they— one that Senator Long said, **Don't cut him or— don't
cut you and don't cut me, cut that fellow behind the tree.” So he'd storm about that or
something and then a quote taken without the surrounding conversation and leading to a
misinterpretation then by the author. It is not the quote, it is the interpretation that the author
then puts on the quote. Dave Stockman believes in our program, and [ still trust him—

WALTERS: You're sure?
Pres. REAGAN: Yes, yes. And in these last few days up on the Hill the men on the Hill in
the Senate and the House were accepting his figures us to what was going on,

WALTERS: Mr. President, what about Richard Allen? What are you going to do about him?

Pres, REAGAN: Well, wait for the invastigation. So far, all that we hear is that the
Japanese who sent the envelope in the first place have corroborated everything that's been
said. But [ can't comment further because an investigation is going on. and we'll wait for the
end of it,

WALTERS: Mr. President, a week or so ago you rode in the ''doomsday plane'" which
would be the plane that you, any other president would ride in should there be a nuclear
attack. And I've heard that if there is an attack you as president would have something like 17
minutes to make up your mind about what you do, whether you press that button and fire
back or what. [ wondered whether this is something you have nightmares about, whether you
worry terribly about this. [ mean, [ think, my Lord, what does it mean when you know that
it's in your hands?

Pres. REAGAN: It is awesome. [ don't have nightmares about it. You just have a determi-
nation that you're going to try with everything you can to see that we do not arrive at that
situation. Seventeen minutes is generous, If they start with those nuclear missiles from the
submarines off our coast — and right now there are more submarines, Russian nuclear
submarines, off our coast than there have been in years — then you only have a very few

minutes.
WALTERS: But it's your responsibility.
Pres. REAGAN: Yes.

WALTERS: Everything that's happened to you in your life that gives you whatever judgment
you would have to make that decision. Doesn't that sometimes frighten the daylights out of
you?

Pres. REAGAN: I can't say fear. There's a dread that we'd ever reach that point. But
remember, what you're talking about is the other side would have already pushed the button.
Those missiles would be on their way, Now—

WALTERS: That would be only way you'd do it™
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Pres. REAGAN: You have (o0 assume that those missilcs are aimed at our own ability to
fight back. And you acquire all the knowledge you can, all the options that arc available. but
particularly all of the things that you can do now, such as the proposal that | have made, and |
made very sincerely, about Europe.

WALTERS: Mr. President, Chairman Brezhnev has said **no'" to your proposal for nuclear
disarmament in Europe. What do you think is going to happen now?

Pres. REAGAN: Well, if he means what he said, he also said, however, a reduction in the
number. You start bargaining from there, We'll negotiate in good faith, but we'll do every-
thing we can to get it to zero.

WALTERS: Does this make you feel that there's — what? — a sign of hope that things are
going to be better, that we're going to get away from this *‘we build up, so they get scared;
they build up so we get scared*?

Pres. REAGAN: I think one of the things going for us in these negotiations s that this is the
first time that we have sat at the table opposite them in which they've got some interest in
coming together in a pegotiation because we're not busily disarming ourselves. There's a
cartoon that tells it all. It was in a paper recently, and that was Brezhnev saying to a Russian
general, *‘I liked the arms race bettcr when we were the only ones in it."’

WALTERS: What's been your toughest decision since becoming the president?

Pres. REAGAN: Oh my. Well, it could have been— could be the veto the other night with
the knowledge that if they wanted to hang tough also in that game of chicken that was going
on that much of government would have to grind to a hait.

WALTERS: What's been your biggest disappointment?

Pres. REAGAN: I think it has been the inability to control the leaks that just seem to
constantly be coming no matter what efforts you make. Everyone who's been here longer
says, ‘““Well, that's Washington."' I thought I'd gotten used to something of that kind in
Sacramento, but I've never known any place like Washington that— that's what made me in
frustration the other day say that | think the District of Columbia’s one giant ear. No mater
where you are or how few people, you almost read it before you get home.

WALTERS: Just too much gossip — tulk, talk, talk?

Pres. REAGAN: Yes.

WALTERS: Is there a problem with balancing the kind of life that the president or a head of
state feels he should have at the White House in these times of austerity and tight money?

Pres. REAGAN: Well, you know, Herbert Hoover was so impressed with the White House
that even when he dined alonc he dressed for dinner, He felt that the White House required it.
Well, we don't do that. As a matter of fact, I'm in evening clothes most of the times when

there’s just the two of us for dinner: pajamas and a robe.

WALTERS: I wish we could come photograph that. You love this ranch.

Pres. REAGAN: Yes.

WIE'LTERS: Any thought of rctiring here, perhaps in three years? Notice how subtle that was
ut?

i‘res. REAGAN: Yes, I saw that. Oh, thrce, four, five, eight.

WALTERS: You're as subtle as [ am.

Pres. REAGAN: No, I don’t know that we could be totally happy here all the time. We got

a circle of friends and all. I think that— I've always thought of it as, to come to it is
wonderful. I think we would rather live where we've lived in Los Angeles.

WALTERS: Or the White House?
Pres. REAGAN: What?
WALTERS: Or the White House?
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Pres. REAGAN: Well, for a while there I think we'll be in that public housing.
WALTERS: What do you think is the greatest threat to America?

Pres. REAGAN: The greatest threat to America? I still don't believe it is external, assault
from without. I believe that the very thing that we've — with our so-called economic
program — have been trying to correct is the greatest threat. That this independent people,
this people who from the ranks of the citizenry could organize and help in a great national
earthquake in another country and could bring help to another country when there was
faminc, these people who have organized voluntarily to support not only the humanitics but
the arts, have, out of the trauma of the great depression, lct government encroach more and
more, and I think the instinct and the desire is still there among the people to have more
control of their own lives and destinics, to do these things that we once did voluntarily. And
this is what I would like to see happen. But I think as Lincoln once said, that if this country
were ever destroyed it wouldn't be murder, it would be suicide, and T just— I think the
people are ready to respond to a call, and it doesn't have to be war.

WALTERS: Mr. President, when we were talking about you, your close aide Mike Deaver
said that he sits down with you in the moming, he and Jim Bakcr and Ed Meese, and they lay
out all the different problems and so on, and then you listen to this and you say, *'Ycs. but on
the other hand, there are some very good things in the world." So, Mr. President, on this
Thanksgiving evening, will you tell us what are some of the very good things in the world?

Pres. REAGAN: Wecll, there are great trouble spots, there's no question. And there is a
great conflict going on in the world for the souls and minds of men. But I have to be
optimistic because all of us came from those same people. Every blood strain in the world is
part of America. And I believe in people. And I just believe that we can resolve these
problems. So I guess this is what we talk about, and it is true. It's just a difference of— and
they are not pessimists, I don't mean that. Their job is to come in and tell me that the cup is
half empty, and I just figure that it helps if I tell them it's half full.

ANNOUNCER: *‘Ronald Reagan: At Home on the Ranch’’ will continue in 2 moment.

(commercial break]

WALTERS [voice-over]: Mrs. Reagan and the President spent Thanksgiving with family.
His brother Moon and sister-in-law Bess and daughters Maureen and Patti. For both the
President and Mrs. Reagan, it’s been an extraordinary year. And Thanksgiving is the time to
look back.

[with President and Mrs. Reagan] Mr. President, at this Thanksgiving time we all look
back at what we have to be thankful for, and I can't help but be reminded as I talk to you of
the assassination attempt against your life eight months ago. Is there any residue of that event
in your mind?

Pres. REAGAN: Well, there isn't any physically. I'm completely cured and well, but—

WALTERS: No nightmares?

Pres. REAGAN: No. I think if there's any concem, the real concem that I have is the
knowledge now that I could be— I could be a threat to others, because of what happened to
others when this started. And it does give me some concem now and then of— the situation
of saying yes, but this would endanger other people if I went there or did this.

WALTERS: James Brady, of course, came home for this Thanksgiving. That must make you

feel very good.

Pres. REAGAN: It sure did, yes.

WALTERS: At this Thanksgiving ime, Mrs. Reagan, what are your thoughts? What are you
giving thanks for?

NANCY REAGAN: I think mainly my family, my husband, my children, and obviously that
my husband’s still around.

WALTERS: Do you think you've changed in this last yeur?
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Mrs. REAGAN: Yes. Yes.

WALTERS: How? -

Mrs. REAGAN: Well, I think after March 30th, that made a change, and your— that leaves
a more of a lasting effect than I thought it would. And your prioritics change. Your values

change, What's important to you before isn't as important now.
WALTERS: As we sit here now, on Thanksgiving eve, and [ wonder Mr, President, what is
your Thanksgiving message to the nation? These are trying times.

Pres. REAGAN: Well, they are trying times, and worldwide. But [ suppose if I could just
say if only all of us would remember how much we have to be thankful for in this blessed

land, and resolve that there isn’t anything confronting us that we can't handle, we haven't
handled things that bad before, then we'll continue to have a great deal to be thankful for.

WALTERS: I want to thank you for letting us invade your privacy and bring our cameras
here and share this Thanksgiving week with you.

Pres. REAGAN: Well, Barbara—

Mrs.. REAGAN: Happy Thanksgiving.

Pres. REAGAN: Yes.

WALTERS: Happy Thanksgiving.

—_— 12 —
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STOSSEL (voice-over/: Som¢ say the gavermment shuld do
something.
Mr. McGEADY': Congress should be ashamed of themselves on
this one, and so should the FCC, becausc this whole thing is
ridiculous. All we have o do is ban it and that would be constitu-
tional.
STOSSEL (voice-over]: That's debatable, Existng luw already
requires promoters to screen out calls from kids. But in four years,
only one fedcral prosecution in Utah has heen effective.
{on-camera] Now, somc congressmen want tougher laws.
Several arc proposing laws like the Tclephone Decency Act that
would outlaw phone sex altogether. But there's a frec speech
question here, because what some people consider obscene, other
people might call just intimate conversation. Who will decide?
Ms. LEONARD: I'm not crazy sbout magazincs like Soldier of
Fortune, for example, within whose pages you can order a
veritable arsenal. You can get a handgun or a howiter.
STOSSEL: Maybe for the god of the country, we should ban
that and ban your phone—
Ms. LEONARD: Who's *‘wc’*? Are you going to take the re-
sponsibility? Sexuality is a form of expression, whether it be ac-
ceptable or abhorrent in ccrtain circles is not the point. The point
is that it is an cxpression of spcech.
Mr. SOBIN: We havc a multimillion-dollar budget Jjust for lobby-
ing cfforts. I mean, we can— we meet these congresspeople. We
can talk to them, and we have acccss. We contribute to
campaigns. We're not a small business.
STOSSEL [voice-over]: But what if Dial-A-Porn is outlawed,
what then?
Mr. SOBIN: Then, if there are no more sex lines, we will do a
horoscope line or a sports line that will fcature people moaning
and groaning. We will not be stopped.
STOSSEL (voice-over]: That remains 1o be scen. But for now, in
most places, phonc sex is still available. So maybe it’s something
you parents should talk to the kids about. With luck, their com-
mon sense will win out.
Ms. WILLIAMS: I don’t see what peoplc get out of it. 1 thought it
was prenty stupid. You just call up, you hear this lady, so wha(?
DOWNS: What a wonderful attitude that is, you know, although
my feeling is that children should be kept from that. But if adults
want to pay for that, [ can’t imaginc—
STOSSEL: There sure sccm w be a lot of adults who want 1o
call. People, I guess, want this.
DOWNS: A lot of loncly people out therc.
STOSSEL: But you can do things 10 protect the kids. These
devices, for example — you can buy them. This onc rcplaces the
dialer on your telephonc and screens out 976 calls. This ones just
attaches to the phone line, does the samc thing, But they cost
$100.
DOWNS: And a child old ¢nough to be doing that and know
what he's doing can just pull that out and connect the other one.,
STOSSEL: Might disconnccti— it would be casier if you could
just police your kids, or if the phone company made it possiblc.
DOWNS: Yeah. Thank you, John. Well, later. meet some of the
happiest pcople in America, retirees who've fallen in love with
life on the road. Baob Brown reports, **The Best Is Yet To Come. '’
But next, no image-makers, no preparcd speeches. It's Barbara,
looking for ‘“The Real George Bush.'" Sty with us.
[commercial break]

’F The Real George Bush

DOWNS: It scems that almost cvery day, we're lcarning some-
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thing new about onc of the candidates for President, and we f
oursclves saying, ‘*Who is the real man or woman?’* Well, n
Monday, Vice president George Bush will formally announce t
he is running for president, and although he’s been vice presid
for ncarly seven ycars and in the public eye all of that time, ma
people fecl they don’t know him, and his critics say he has an i
age problem. Barbara, you went to Washingion recenty to fi
out who is the real George Bush.

WALTERS: We went down there just the other day and talk
with him at the vice president’s mansion,

DOWNS: And you saw him on Monday. He had just goten ba
from an overseas trip.

WALTERS: Yesh, hc had just come back from 10 days in we
em Europe and Poland, whcre all had gone quite well, and then
made a gaffc, which we all probably heard about, when he jok
that some expert Soviet mechanics might be sent to Dewoit. T
labor leaders therc hit the roof. Well, Bush apologized and hop
as they say, that thc memory won't linger on. But in spitc of th
Hugh, when we suw him, he was in fine spirits, confident a
hopeful about that next step up from vice president.

[voice-over] The job is more form than substance, more em
ton than action. He'’s the *‘what if"’ man, the man in waiting, F
only constitutional mandate is 1o preside over the Senate and c;
the deciding votc in cass of a tie,

Vice Pres, GEORGE BUSH: The Senate being equal

divided, the vice president votes aye.

WALTERS [voice-over]: George Bush has stayed loyally in d

background, in the public eye mostly on ceremonial occasion
representing the president, for example, at the funerals of foreig
dignitaries. His motto, he once joked was, ““You die, we fly.

George Herbert Walker Bush, raised a preppie  Coanectic
Yankes, made his fortune as a Texas wildcatter. In World War I
hc was the Navy's youngest pilot. Rescued by a submarine whe
his planc was shot down in the Pacific, he was awarded the Di:
tinguished Flying Cross. Twenty ycars ago, he was elected 10
Housc of Representatives, beginning a career in public servic
that has sccn him serve as an ambassador in two administratior
and director of the Central Intelligence Agency. We talked at h
official residence in northwest Washington, where he and Ba
bara, his wife of 42 ycars, are prepaning for the official start of hi
campaign next weck.,

BARBARA BUSH, Wife: I'm going 10 be on the road a lot

hope with him, but I think a lot by myself,

WALTERS /voice-over]: George Bush is 63. He has 10 grand
childrqn. and he says maturity is one of his strengths for thi
campaign,

Vice Pres. BUSH: I'm mare composed than I used o be.

vowed not to be— the word they always used about me wa
“testy."* Now, you maybe make me testy, but I don't think so,

think I can handle it beer,

WALTERS: I'm going o try.

Vice Pres. BUSH: Well, I expect you will, I expect you will.

WALTERS: I am now going 10 ask you all the questions that the

critics keep asking, okay?

Vice Pres. BUSH: Why do you have 1o do that, Barbara?

WALTERS: Well, because, you know, it's what you have 1o do. |
will start off, though, on a high note. You have had mare experi-
cnce than any other person running — a congressman, you wege
an ambassador, ambassador o China, head of the CIA, vice presi.
dent, an outstanding combat record. And yet, you've got this so-
called imagc problem.

Vice Pres. BUSH: 1 don't think I do, but go ahead.
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WALTERS: Let me quote from President Richard Nixon, former
_ President Richard Nixon, and he's usually considered a very ac-
- curate forecasier of the political scene. He said rccently he
wouldn’t “*bet the ranch’’ on your nomination. He said you are
hampered by an image problem and appear as a weak individual.
And thig is a man from your own party who wants you 1o win,
Now, you've heard people say this, ‘‘He's such a nice guy, he’s
so experienced, but gee, he's not going w be able o make it.”’
What do you say?

Vice Pres. BUSH: I say that some of that stcms from the way in
which I have conducted mysell as vice president. | made a
determination early on, I'm going to stand with this President
The best way for me to assert my independence is 1o jump away
from the President, criticizc him — ‘‘Hey, Bush has a lot of ideas
of his own.”” I don't belicve that. I fecl comforable doing my job
the way I've done it, but I think maybc that is why some critics
are out therc suggesting this,

WALTERS: Does it bother you? I mcan do you think when you
read it that it's very unfair?

Vice Pres. BUSH: Not from Mr. Nixon, but I've read some, you
know—

WALTERS: I mean, there have been warse things, you know.
Vice Pres. BUSH: That's right.

WALTERS: Shall we say that (crrible word?

Vice Pres. BUSH: Well, you can say any word you want.
WALTERS: Well, you know, this wimp factor.

Vice Pres. BUSH: Yeah.

WALTERS: How do you fcel when you heur that?

Vice Pres. BUSH: It docsn’t bother me, because 1 know it’s not
true. The pcople in my squadron when 1 was fighting in combat as
a kid didn’t think it was true. The people that worked side by side
me in a business tat T Started from scratch with a couple of other
guys didn’t think it was true. I've been tested in life. People that
know mc know that my record is (ull of success, leadership,
making tough decisions, doing things, accomplishing things, so
why warry if some one or two critics try 1 come up with some-
thing else? :
WALTERS: It's bigger than one or (wo critics.

Vice Pres. BUSH: I don’t think so.

WALTERS: How do you show—

Vice Pres. BUSH: You've been around that elite New York set
too much there.

WALTERS: Is that what you think it is?

Vice Pres. BUSH: Well, that's where [ hear it a little more. It's
kind of a— get out West, go down south.

WALTERS: Had you been president during the last seven years,
which decisions that Ronald Rcagan made would you do dif-
ferendly?

Vice Pres. BUSH: Well, now, Barbara—

WALTERS: I'm not going to get an answer. 1 know as [ ask the
question I'm not going 10 get an answer.

Vice Pres. BUSH: Well, you asked a gucstion that I'vc avoided
for six and a half years, $0, you know, why o back and— you've
got plenty of people out there in the press and plenty into politics
criticizing the President, some in our own party. Not m¢. And for
me to go back and fine-tunc places I might have had diffcrences,
I'm simply not going to do that.

WALTERS: So, but let mc ask about you.

Vice Pres. BUSH: Ycah.

WALTERS: You have now been in this administration for seven
ycars, What views on public policy are differcnt from those of the
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George Bush who ran in 1980 against Ronald Reagan? In shc
what have you leamed, as vice president?

Vice Pres. BUSH: I'vc leamed a lot, and a lot of it from 1t
President. Stay with a few principles. I belicve passionately
holding taxcs down. I bclieve that the foremost responsibility
the President is the national security. And it’s a heightening
these vicws, rather than some radical difference in these views,
WALTERS: So it's pretty much following Ronald Reagar
basic program.

Vice Pres. BUSH: It is. Why change something that's workin,
We're in the longest recovery since 'the middle of the 19
century, the longest. But some people are sl hurting, and
you've got to do somcthing about them, help lift them up. And s
yes, I'm not going to depart for something that seems 10 be wor
ing in this country.

WALTERS: Let's talk about the Iran-conira hearings a bit, :
though I'm sure you've had it up 10 here.

Vice Pres. BUSH: I've had it up 10 where? Here.

WALTERS: Well, let’s do it once morc, then we'll finish. Y¢
were not implicated as the testimony came out, but what son
people say is worse is thal you sat in on important meetings ar
scemed to say nothing.

Vice Pres. BUSH: Most of the time the way I operate and har
since I've been in this job, and every Cabinet member will te
you, I don’t weigh in. I give my advice and my opinions 1o u
President, and I don't discuss what I talk to the President about
WALTERS: That's inicresting. Okay, that's your style. Did ¥C
then walk in to the President and say, ‘‘I'm concemed about arm
sales to Lran?""

Vice Pres. BUSH: I have publicly stated that 1 10ld the Preside;
{ had same reservations.

WALTERS: Did you wcigh in heavily?

Vice Pres. BUSH: Well, I weighed in in the Bush style, whic
is, he knows where I'm coming from,

WALTERS: 1'd like to ask you some questions just about yo
Tell me what was the best time in your life, and ¢l me what w:
the worst.

Vice Pres. BUSH: The best time in my life? The best time
when all our family is “wgﬂ‘wr_. whether it was this summer for
day. We had our Christmas card picture taken, all of them runnin
like a bunch of goldfish in a water pond, jumping around an
coming into the bedroom carly in the moming. That's the happie:
thing for me.

WALTERS: What was ific worst time¥

Vice Pres. BUSH: Wc [dostachild, and I don't want to dwell o
that, but had a four-year-old wrenched away from us by leukemic
and that was the worst.

WALTERS: What arc you least proud of?

Vice Pres. BUSH: Least proud of? Well, we'rc shifting gear
now from the kind of philosophical plane to—

WALTERS: Yeah, well you can give any kind of answer yo
want.

Vice Pres. BUSH: Wecll, I hunt a guy’s feelings once. I saic
something ugly. I'll sparc you the details. A liale guy that was i
my class at school, and I made some epithet that hurt him ven
much.

WALTERS: And vou still kmember that? How many ycars ago?
Vice Pres. BUSH: Well, T was 18. I'm 63,

WALTERS: And it still bothers you?

Vice Pres. BUSH: Yeah.

WALTERS: What's your greatest weakness?

Vice Pres. BUSH: Wai, listen—
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WALTERS: Come on, I mean, we want to get to know you a
liwle bit.
- Vice Pres. BUSH: I mcan, are you hard of hearing? Weakness.
WALTERS: Weakness. Oh, you must be able to think of one
weakness,

Vice Pres~BUSH: Well, I can probably think of a lot of alleged
/tcaknesscs./'bul having— give me a couplc of minutes (o think
) I'm an emotional person. I frankly think Pat
Schroeder got a bum rap.

WALTERS: For crying, you mean”

Vice Prgs. BUSH: Yeah.

WALTERS: Would you ever cry in public?

Vice Pres. BUSH: Ycah.

WALTERS: You would?

Vice Pres. BUSH: I did the other day.

WALTERS: Where?

Vice Pres. BUSH: It was in a hospital in Krakow, Poland, for
children. My eyes filled up, and | just fclt identificd with this
problem there, but you know—

WALTERS: You think it’s okay for a mun o cry in public, huh?
Vice Pres. BUSH: I do. T think you ought to convcey strength, 1
mean, but I— this idea that if you get tcars in your eyes, that
shows you’re not strong, I don't belicve it.

WALTERS: Okay. Greatest strength,

Vice Pres. BUSH: Family, love of my family, that they're to-
gether, they lift me up. Somce have considered that a little bit of a
weakness, that [ depend, you know, too much on all of that But 1
think it’s a wremendous strength.

WALTERS: One of your critics, somebody from the oppasing
camp, when I said, *‘What would you ask George Bush?'’ said,
"*Ask him why he has lcft no tracks. Ask him why he lias left no
traces."*

Vice Pres. BUSH: But he's wrong. Hus he ever gone out to the
CIA and talked to those people out there about who came in at a
tough time, lifted it up, held the agcney together? Did he ever talk
to the pcople I flew with in combat? Did that guy, that critic, that
political, nameless critic, did he ever know what it is 10 go out and
start a business and add to the productive base of this country? I
was a good ambassador 1o the United Nations. I was a good per-
son over there in China representing our country. I left tracks
cvery place 1 went.

WALTERS: Let's ulk somc politics. Would you like to have
Robert Dole as your vice presidential running mate?

Vice Pres. BUSH: It's prcmarure 10 cven think about vice
presidential running mates, but I have great respect for Bab Dole.
WALTERS: Docs that mean ycs?

Vice Pres. BUSH: I haven't said any -- sure, but I haven't
said— I haven’t said anything ncgative about him because I'm the
guy that's living by the 11th commandment, and it’s tough, when
you—

WALTERS: Thou shalt not pick on anybody else in your own
party?

Vice Pres. BUSH: That’s right. I'm the javclin catcher.
WALTERS: Is that what thc 11th commandment is, thou shalt
not— yeah,

Vice Pres. BUSH: Ycah, speak ill of some other Republican or
try 10 put him down.
WALTYERS: Would you likc (o have Jack Kcmp as a vice
presidential running mate?
Vice Pres. BUSH: I think the world of all of them, but I am not
In the process of picking a vice president, period.
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WALTERS: What about Pat Robertson?

Vice Pres. BUSH: I am not in the process of picking a v
president.

WALTERS: What about a woman? What about Jeane Ki
patrick?

Vice Pres. BUSH: I am in the process of stating that of cour
you'd consider a woman.

WALTERS: Would you like 10 have Jeane Kirkpatrick? Wou
that be somebody that—

Vice Pres. BUSH: I am not in the process of picking the i
dividual— Barbara, give up on me.

WALTERS: I'm sure trying.

Vice Pres. BUSH: I knaw, give up on me.

WALTERS: Well, you know, maybe I'll get there. Okay. F
Robertson has shown much more strength than people expect
to. What do you think of him as presidential material, and is he
threat to you?

Vice Pres. BUSH: As I told you, I am not going w criticize an
body clse. and yes, I tike him as a threat, because he went up 10
straw poll, where you buy a ticket for $25. He had more peop
that bought tickets for $25 at a poll in Ames, lowa, than I did, ar
it shook me up, it gave me a kick right down here. | said |
myself, “‘Never again. I'm going to get out and out-hustle an'
body else.’* So he showed a lot of organizational ability there.
WALTERS: Is the pulpit good wzining ground for o
presidency?

Vice Pres. BUSH: I happen 10 be more of a— you know, or
who docsn't necessarily feel that that is the best training for bein
president of the United States. We're not running for priest, we'y
running for president,

WALTERS: Do you think this is going to be a dirty campaign?
Vice Pres. BUSH: I hope no.

WALTERS: Well, I really am asking that as a segué imo som
thing that happened a few months ago that surprised a lot ¢
people. Therc were rumors that suddenly circulated in-the-medi
that accused you of infidelity, and even though the rumors didn
rise to the surfuace and most of the media never reported it, it g¢
lo the poin; where your own son asked you a question about i
Can you tell us what he said and what you said?

Vice Pres. BUSH: No, I can't tell you anything about it, be
causc I don’t deal in rumors, and I really think they demean vou
profession and demean mine, and the more you talk about rumors
the uglier it is, and the most unfair it is. So that’s all I have 1o sa
about it.

WALTERS: Okay. You know, people who wani 10 be presidens
especially these days, must pay a huge price. Are there time:
when you just say 10 yourself, **lt isn’t worth it I could have ;
nice life. What do I need this for?"’

Vice Pres. BUSH: No, because I know for me there's no fall.
back. This 1sn’t kind of a strategic ploy (o be running for some:
thing else, or if this doesn’t work, I'll come back as something
clse. That’s not— that's out of it to me. I've had many years ol
public service more diverse and I hope as successful as anybody
in public service, and so this for me is what they call up in Boston
the last hurrah. Somctimes it’s hurtful, and sometimes your chil-
dren get hurt, and nobody likes that, But I'm a good man, a decent
man, and I'm going 1o stay in this game no matter how ugly it
gets, and I'm going to give it my all. I'm going o win it, [ really
believe that in my heart of hearts, the whole thing, but no regrets
— go forward, do your best and take the shots.

DOWNS: Why does he follow the President down the line? You
know loyalty is commcndable, but remember that Hubert

T



96 —198—92

THU 199 :901 Jour nal

Humphrey, his downfall was his loyally w Johnson, when he
could have spoken his own true fcclings, shown himself 10 be his
-~ own man, and maybe won,

WALTERS: Well, the umes were diflcrent. Remember that
Johnson decided not to run again, it was in the middle of Victnam,
and people wanted Humphrey to do somcthing different — that is,
get us out of Vietnam. But Bush feels that Reagan's record’s very
good on the economy and forcign policy. He wants 10 stick with
that He may have that as a problem. He's also going to have (0
distinguish himself from the other leading candidate, Robert Dole,
and that may end up being a question of pcrsonality, which is why
it would be interesting to know the real George Bush and the real
Robert Dole.

DOWNS: Well, we'll learn more as time gocs on, I'm sure.
Good, Barbara. Well, next, call your Mom and Dad, and call your
grandparents. Maybe their future will roll by — recreational
vehicles, much more than a home away irom home, now the only
home for thousands of retirces. Bob Brown reports, **The Best Is
Yet To Come."”’
[Commercial break]

‘e i ¢ The Best Is Yet To Come

DOWNS: We want 10 tell you now about a trend blowing through
the country that’s fairly significant. If somcone in your family is
retired, do them a favor and make sure they see this next story. A
lot of retirees, bored with their surroundings and tired of the same
old routine, are sclling their homes and moving into recreational
vehicles fulltime. For them, Florida is now just a drive-through
and Arizona is on the way (0 somewhere clsc. [s this lifc in a
reereational vehicle, or RV as they're called, an option for you?
And if you want to do this, how do you get sEirted? W¢il, Bob
Brown shared the pleasures with some people who have done it.
And we will now go along for the ridc.
BOB BROWN [voice-over]: Sometimes, if you follow the
music, you can find them. The songs they love are among the
memorics they carry when they leave homc, They arc retired
Americans who have gone off o scc the country in recreational
vehicles, otherwise known as RVs. That's not so unusual, but
some of these people arc not on vacation. they’re here because
they’ve left their homes for good, sold them, said good-bye to the
neighborhoods where they’d lived until rctirement. They now live
on the road ycar round, travcling north in the summer, south in the
winter, and they have a word to describe themselves — they're
fulltimers.

WHITEY CARPENTER: The real cstate lady camc by and

offered me what [ thought was a good price for the farm. Now,

I had to talk her into selling the farm.

BROWN: Uh huh. Well, how did you persuade her? What did

you say?

Mr. CARPENTER: You don't persuade her, she has to agree.

JOYCE PIERCE: I was afraid that we’d sit in the trailer and

say, ‘‘Okay, life, pass me by,"’ but we don’t—

WINIFRED TREMAINE: -~bccause the more you go and the

more you see, the morc you want to sce.

CHAY LEE: So wc'll be in Oregon and Washington and Can-

ada, and then we'll start back down through Idaho and come

down through Colorado again.
BROWN: It’s an intimidating thought at first, Icaving your home,
your relatives, your neighborhood friends, taking off on the road.
And yet, according to estimaics from the RV industry, around
100,000 Americans have done it. How do you stan? Where do
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you get your mail? Where do you bank? We leamed the answer:
o some of those questions as we traveled along with fulltimer:
who, no matter where we stopped, were surprisingly easy to find.
(voice-over] Tt is a moming in July near the California red-
wood forests in the Benbow Valley RV Resort. It's a place that at-
tracts a lot of fulltimers because it's part of a chain callcd Good
Sam that offers special services W them, mail service, for in-
stance. The staff will reecive it here or forward it on 10 the next
stop. They take phone messages 100, and there’s a golf course that
skirts the bottom of the hill overlooking the resort. After spending
a few days here, Jude Pierce is getting his 33-foot trailer rcady w0
travel again. His wife, Joyce, is working inside.
Mrs. PIERCE: It’s just like home except in miniature, and I have
a nice big freezer, a big refrigerawr.
BROWN: Is it stocked inside there?
Mrs. PIERCE: Uh huh. Oh, yeah. So I enjoy my kitchen.
BROWN /voice-over]: Next door 10 the Pierces are the Legs, old
[ricnds from Durango, Colorado. Chay Lee is also geuing her
trailer, a 38-foolcr, ready to go back on the road.
Mrs. LEE: This has always been what we've looked forward 0.
This is what we have wanted to do when we both retired, And this
is Amanda {dog]. One of the things that my husband likes around
here is he has his computer with him.
BROWN /wice-over]: Al the present, though, Chay's husband,
Dick Lee, is performing anothcr necessity for fulltimers — run-
ning through a personal checklist as he 'unhooks their home from
the water and electricity lines, and even the cable TV that's part of
the package in this resort,
linterviewing} So nobody in this group owns a house now.
You sold your houses.
Mrs. LEE: Their home sold one weck, our home sold the follow-
ing week, We had yard sales, we had ads in newspapers selling
cars, sclling furniture—
Mrs. PIERCE: Hc says, ‘‘Honey, I sold the bedroom set.’’ I
wen, ‘*What? Wherc are we going to sleep?’” We had two weeks
in the house yet. Well, we slept on the floor.
BROWN /voice-over/: Ironically, onc¢ of the motivations for that
decision to move on was the fact that Mr. Pierce had had triple
bypass surgery two and a half ycars ago.
Mrs. PIERCE: We came s0 close 10 losing him once, and you
know, it makes you stop and think how long is life going to be?
It's a very short distance, and this is a big world to see, and we
want (o see part of iL.
BROWN /voice-over/: And because the Picrces and the Lees had
becn friends in Durango, they decided 1o see it together, each
couple putting up the basic investment of between $25,000 and
$50,000 that will buy a nice trailer home and a tuck to pull it
And now that they’rc on the road, the total expenses per couple
run less than a thousand dollars a month. Dick Lee says the only
thing that's missing when you buy an RV is a litle drivers’ train-
ing.
DICK LEE: The biggest thing is that T don't think any dealer
probably does is tcach anybody how to pull one down the road,
and she'll take that thing down the road 60 mile an hour and not
think a thing about it.
Mrs. LEE: Oh, well, now, I wouldn't say that.
Mr. LEE: Well, 55 is—
BROWN: At least not on (clevision.
Mrs. LEE: No, not on television.
Mr. LEE: She drivcs probably 90% of the time.
Mrs. LEE: You'll find you have to drive the hills, you can’t coast
down and then expect to pull this rig up a hill. You have to drive
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THE PERQOT’SH
PART ONE
5/27 3:100pm P. 1.
NARRATION?

Cur visit bogan with Rose Perot taking us
to the town wheres he was born 61 years
ago...Texurkans, Texas. The first stop,
dis childhood home on a tree-lined siraet

whare he usad to rollerskate.

sot

NARRATION :
His father was a cotten broker, his
mother & homemakar. Young Ross and hiw
sister Batte remembaer a happy childh¢od
in a small town that got its name from
the fact thet it sits on the
Texaa-Arkansas border. As a boy, Ross

was introduced by his father to Georpel

gean
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THE PEROT’S
PART ONE
8/27 3:00pn P. 2.
nusic in this charch where few white
pbeople ever went. He became an Eag.ln
Scout. Since then, the town hag
presarved the boyscout badge of its most

famous resident.

8ot

HARRATION:

Parot excelled in business at an ear)y
& o’ age. In return for delivering the lgcal
e hewspaper or horueback to this poor
h ﬁ%§7 nelghborhoecl, ke negotiated a higher rute

e for wach new subscription and made so

e much money the newepaper tried to break
‘; the deal.
e sot
RARRATION:

He can’t walk a klock in this town
without ©ld frierds and supporters ceming
to greet him.

T8 sat
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THE PEROT’S
PART ONE
5/27 3:00pn P. 3.
HARRATION:

Ross admired an older boy who went to the
U. 5. Naval Acadsmy in Annapolis and
although ke had never seen an ocean,
young Roee decided to follow. When te
graduated, he married hig college
sweetheart, Marget, and together they
raised four daughters and a son., Perot
nade his fortuns by offering indivigually
tailored computsr systems to help
conpaniea us2 conputers. At 38, when his
company, Elactronic Data Systems went
public, he bacame a multi-millionaire.
He aold EDS %o General Motors for an
estimated 2.3 billion dollars. Two yaars
later, in a highly publicisged
dicagreemant with GM, Perot was bough
out for another 700 million dollars,
adding to his grewing reputation as @
maverick.
By then, Perct had already made headlines
by trying to get fcod and supplies to
American POW’s in North
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THE PEROT’S
PART ONE
5/27 3:00pm P. 4,

Vietnam and by s=zaging a daring rescue
atteapt for two of hia employees who ware
imprisonad in lran. During this
homecominyg, Perct tock us to Bryce's
Cafeteria, vhere he used to eat as &

kid. The word got around and many former

clasamates turned up.

sot

NARRATION:
On the way back on the plane we began cun
interiview talking about some recent

controversies.

sot

NARRATION:
We continued our talk on the back poru:h
of the besutiful house the Perot'’s have

owned for 14 years.

@¢26
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THE PEROT'’S
PART ONE
5,27 3:10Cpm P. 8,
NALTERS
You have=-talked a great deal about your
idyllic crildhoed, What are the
qualities that you got from that
childhood?
PERO?

Well, we lived in very modest
ciroumpgtarces. But I’ve always sai¢l when
people esked me how it felt when I wus
first rict at 38, ny reply was "I was
born rich." And I was born rich because
of wy parentg. No child could have hal
better parents than I had. Fepr example,
tha black: that worked for my dad in tals
Baptc Toxas aret, which was--not a kind
place for blacks to ba when I wvaa &
childe«siach one of tham carried his
business card with the understanding that
i{¢ anyone was uver rude to them to ahew
thon my fether’es business card. But more
importantly, every sSunday afternoor le

would tuke me «nd we would
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THE PEROT’S
PART ONE

/27 3:0Cpm P. 6,
3¢ into their homes, and white peocple
didn’t co into black Pecple’a homes then;
in the summertime wa’d sit on the poreh,
In the wintertime we'd go into
the~«little zoon if it wae a living roum
or what have you. Now, he never sald,
"Rogs, I love them," he never said, "son,
thie i3 the way you should ba.n Ha just
did it. And ny mother, God bless har,

waz the same way.

WALTERS
Wouid you say in your deepest heart theat

you’‘re a man without prejudice?

PEROT
I hope that I have absclutely~-pneo
predjudice in my heart, and I have said
publicly and I will be saying again and
sgain--tetween row and Noevamber==1¢ you

hate pecple I don’t want your vets.
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WALTERS

Well, You say that you’re s man without
prejudice and Z--beligve that what you’re
saying yot feel. Is {t true that you
balong te a club that excluded or
excludes Jews?

PEROT
Well, T did, ard than once I started this
I rasigred becruse it wes obvious thut
this weg--you know, not the right thing
to do. They alle=-

WALTERS
Didn’t you know before that it wasn’t tha
right thing--

PEROT
Well--interestingly enough, they don’t
exclude Jewe, and they were very
seneitive when I resigned; they don’t

exclude blacks, but they den’t have any.
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PART ONE
$/27 3:00pm P. 9.
FEROT

I don’t went to be in politics.

Thousands of fine, decent people have
written me mairly handwritten letters,
urging me to run as elther--a Democrat or
Republican.,.ny clasemates and frieqgs
from the military had given me a bad time
about beiny toc seft and too lazy to gn
up there for a few years--is that {°
anykody in this country ought te go do &
dirty, thaakless 3ob, I should becausa I

have beea 10 blessed all my life,

WALTERS
Is that 20w you see the Presidency, "a

dirty thanliless fjobm?

@cod
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PEROT

It 18 & brutal, dirty, thankless jeb
that-- {in--just--puts an awful penalty on
avery membgr of your family and people
you love and care about.

WALTERS
Any misconceptions about You you want <o

clsar up? A lot of stuff’e been maid.

PEROT

Well--nohe of i¢--moat of it is Just,
absolutely untrue. And I wouldn‘’t
dignify it bacauge to me these are ‘lust.
like 1little epitballs. But ien’t it
interesting that the more they throw, tha
better we gaem tic do in the polls.

WALTERS
Well, the biggest criticism about yos,
the one that’s said again and agains=
bacause you’re a businessman-~ig you're
an autocrat, Somasne even suggested you

could be a dictator.

rqx]
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THE PEROT’S
PART ONE
5/27 3:rotpm P. 11.
PEROT

I love it, I leve it because~~that wag
net my image urtil two months ago. lLook
at everything that’g been written,
pPrinted and ghown on television about mne
tor the last 38 yearg, and it’e jusl tre
reverse. I work very closely with
people. I give other pPeople tha eradit:,
T stay In uhe background as things ¢at
done, and huild Congensus. And I da kriow
that Conyreass would be my equal and I do
have enaugh everyday common sense t¢ know
that if twe equale have to get something
done for the barefit of the people,
they‘’d better 1ink arms, not throw raeks
at crie another ail day every day. Now
isn’t that--a simple little obmervation

from a guy who’s an outsider?

o
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THE PEROT'S
PART ONE
5/37 3:00pm P, 13.
NARRATION:

Rogs Perot’s ider, which he has expresned
often, is to hava telaevised town hallg,
He 28 President, members of the cabinet
and Congress would explain wajor igpues
to the public who would then respond t¢
their congreseman, The government wou;d
pay for tha television tinmg,

PEROT:
Now, but here are all these wonderful
checks ard balances, Congregs can gtill
Vote their conscience. The President can
8till veto {t. It’s not as though wa have
this demonis thing that gome of the
coluanists 1ike to write about,

WALTERS
Nr. Perot, you are reaslly using
telavigion rows ~to revolutionize tha
procass, wren’t you?

PEROT
Well, I den’t knew a better way.
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PART ONE

5/27 3:03pnm P. 13,

WALTERS
You have aaid that the people are not
that interested in your positions on Lhis
and that. But last week a4 CNN, USA “uday
and Gellop poll a4ll showed that the
najority of the peopla really did want tu
hear =zome of your answers.

WALTERS ¢
Are there any issuas today that you are
willing to put yourself on the line for?
PEROT:

Well, I’ve put myself on the line on all
kinde of issues. And I will put myself
cn the line on any issues that anybedy
wants to talk about,

WALTERS
The daficit, what are your thoughts on
it? How do you clear it up?
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5/27 3:00pn. P. 14,
PEROT
Nunkbe): on¢, we need a real Gramm Rudnman
Gramm Rudnan doesn’t work, It started
out ax a good idea, it’s got holes and
leaks in it, The second thing you've go:
to do-=ie then just turn the world upside
down uggreseively, getting rid of the
waste. And there ig a lot of waste. An:t
in a few weeks I will bo able to-- go
down my detall liat of where the waste iun
so thet we can get in vary, very
epecifice. But you'’ve got te get rid of
the waste, you’ve got to stop--the
bleeding.
WALTERS
Sco the first thing you’d want teo do in tuo
have & congressional aot that limited
spending,
PEROT
Yes, Then the next thing we need to o~
-is replace our current tax system wilh o.

new tax syatam,
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WALTERS
Okay, any ldeas? Snles tax?...Gas pays
Ingcome tax?
PEROY
Step one, We start with a blank sheet of
paper, Then the way I’d like to operate,
I would sit down with the congressional
leaders and saY, "Now, these look like
the kest ways to me, what do you think
the kest ways are.n
Wwe would work 2ll this through togetlher,
Bee, as opposed to the confrontation
G==oparatior that goes on now,.
Then we develop these $ystems and we g¢
the town hall, we explain them to the
peopla.
Then we bulld a consensus firgt in
Congrees, with tha Pecple, then we pul it

in; we go on te the next problem,

HALTERS
Bottom line, somehow or ®ther you fegl we

have to raise taxes,
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THE PEROT'’S
PART ONE
5/a7 3:0Cpm P. 16,
PEROT:

Noe, I’'m absolutely against raising taxns,
but now stay with me. We have a
declining job hase and I guees if thera’s
one fascination with me, maybe this is
it.

NARRATIONS _

Perot says to have & growing, expanding
tax base, vou first have to give credit
to the mnall kusinessman and then tackle
the glant companies, helping them su that
Made in the U.S.A. becomes the worlé’s
standard of excellense,

PEROT:
Now, we'’re down to what I do for a
living. And that is, see, the businsssue
I'm invelved with are first and bast. :f
you’re looking for ma after November or
January, 1f I get etuck up thers, you’l)
find me buriaed in meetings with people on
subjects like this night and day. 1I°‘l11
be like a machanic who’s under the hood,
working on the engine--because sound
bites won’t f£ix this.
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PART ONE
5/27 3:0Cpm P. 17,
WALTERS:
You have sald again and again, that the
most. important thing is to have & sErong
family unis. VYou said the need for a
father in avery home. What action do you
take to put a father in evary home?
PEROT
Well, y»u can’t force a father in every
home By iaw. But ycu can certainly make
it an imsue and talk to the American
people abovt it. We should not crecte a
new life urless we want a new 1ifa.
WALTERS
S0 the, therefore you are what we wgculd
call proechoice. Right? You maild this
before.
PEROT
Well, but I’'m, I, I’m basically, it’a
mors significant, it’s finally the
woman’s dacisiopee
WALTERS
Yeah?
PEROT
e~in terma of sborticn.
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5/27 3:00pm P. 18.
WALTERS
Then would you say that government would
fund abortlons for the needy, and if a
child is born, the government would halp
the needy family?
PEROT
Well, I‘ve baen helping people like thet
all ay adult life --
WALTERS
Should yovernment =~e
PEROT
== so I think the anawer is pretty
obvious how I feel. I'm a great believor
perscrnally in firgt contact with the
wother should be while she’s pregnan:.
Maka sure the child’s properly, getg =-
the mother gets preper nutrition, proper
prenatal care. DMake aure the child le,
gets propsr nutrition,
WALTERS
Govermment funded 1f necessary?
PEROT
It costs nothing compared to putting that
ohild in Jail as an adult or keeping him

on welfare,
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PART ONE

8/37 3:00pm P. 19.

WALTERS
lat’s talk a Little bit about foreiymn
policy. How do you feel about glving
financial nid to Russia?

PEROT

I think the mest cost effective thing we
can 4o is to help Russia get througr thep
tranaition successfully. and we sheuld
do it in a hard minded way.You know, tho
Japanese give monay, and they say that
you have to buy Japanese products. ife
give money snd say lotg of luck, fellows,
just buy whatever you want anywvhera, and
they take our money und buy German,
Japanese, French and English productui ee
not too smairt, Barbara.

WALTERS
You have siajd about the State Departuent
if you ever depend on the State

Dapartment you’re freah oyt of duek,

¥il
IEUI-’I
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How would srou change the State Depa:tmant
if you ware President?
PEROT
Well, first off, the embassies are relics
of days of the sailing ships. At one
time, when you rad no world
communicetion, your ambassador apoke for
You in that country. But now with
inetantaneous communication around ths
world, the ambausador is primavrily in a
soclsl role. If some Awerican walks in
with a problem, 2t least in all ny
expariences, you’ra just treated sor: o8
a nuisance...and T would recommend we
redo the whole embasesy structurs, I
don’t think it has any relevance anyrore.,
WALTERS

You have sald that your vice presidernt
would alec ke your chief of staff, an
entirauly new role for a vice president,
and one that takes sone nanagenent
8kille, Right?

T B SE mmes el @
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PEROT
I woald not: ccnuider a person that couli

not step in ae President of the United

Etates.
WALTERS:
And would he be your chief of staff?
PEROT

And if re is chief of staff, or she ls
chief of staff, then they know evarythirg
that’s going on. I think that’s Just
silly land, that you’'d piek a person
bazed on.appealing to some group or uomd
electoral vute.

WALTERS
I want to ask you & little more about.
some of your personal values. You hsve
said that you would not perpit a man you
knew wes unfaithful to his wife to wark
for you. VYou said {f your wife can‘t
trust you, why should I? Does this
dlequalify., .John Kennedy, Lyndon
Johngon, Pranklin Rocsevelt, all of wiom,
ve have hsard, have been unfaithful to

their wivaas?
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5/27 X300pm P. 22.
PEROT
I pvt a very strong store on ... stirong
noral valuses,
WALTERS
Would you hire e¢omeone whe’d been
unfaithful to his wife?
PEROT
Not knowingly, na. Have I ever, I don’‘t
know. For axample, anybody that has
Secret Service around them that feels
like they can bring just women in fur
swins and so on and soc forth, if any of
that evar cccurred, obviously something
happened tc the person’s mind, it’s jus-:
like suddenly the switch went off.

Doean’t make any mense.

And the Ameriocar people deserve that, and

no, I wouldn’t have peopla like that.

MARRATION:
And then we asxed a very controversal
question which, in fairness, neither
Covernor Clinton or Preasidant Bush has

buen asked.

@el4
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WAITERS
Would you have an admitted homosexunl on
your staff?
PEROT
It would all depend, we’d have tc bhe far
more specific in what job ew
WALTERS
There is a very good person, he’s going
to be working in the White Houge--
PEROT
Doing what?
WALTERS
-- maybe aven in the =< well, maybe avan
in a Cabinet: level.
PEROT
Well, let’s assume, there are certair
places I think whare it would be, you
know, very difficult. You know, if you
had somebcdy with that background that
you were trying to make Becretary of
Defenta, where you have a structure ali-»
VALTERS
Secretary of thae Treasury. Secretary of
Education.
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THE PEROT’S
PART ONE
5/27 3:00om P. 24.
PERCT
None of =hig has anything te do witn
fixing the probleme we’ve talked abuus,
Thesa are the kinds of things we lcve $a,
you know, ‘ust dig around in -—-
WALTERS
Yes, but it has to do with values and

emotiong =

PEROT
Yos.
WALYERS
== and the king of, you know, thinking.
PEROT

No, I don‘t want anybody there that will
be at a point of cantroversy with the
Apericen pecple. It will distract from
the work to be done~-and don’t limit it
to th&t cne area - 89&, a8 far as I’nm
concerned what paople de in their privets
lives is thelr business.

WALTERS
What abeut gays in the military?

PEROT
I don’t thin) that’s realistic.

i e A e | @a e
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THE PEROT'’S
PART ONE

5/237 3s00pm P. 28,

WALTERS
You’ve algo said that you won’t djug:n live
in the Wnite Heuse, that You’‘re going to
get out anc around., How are you geing to
do that-« gnde=the vay--realistically,
the country jg?

PEROT

Wall-=you’ve got to do that.

WALTRRS
What about =he danger=«

PEROT

Hiding in the white Houge would be 1l:.ke
having a gereral that’g afraid to go in
the battlefield. 1t wouldn‘t make any
Benge...I want ¢to de avarything I ecan--so
that the American POCpla look on ne ag
their sexrvant, not on-enot 28 their
king.

WALTERS ¢
What about the dcanger te you?

@e17
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PEROT:

I’ve-=baan expﬁsod to danger on a number
of occasions in my life, and the beut
analogy I can give you: it goes with the
Job., aAnd it’g like » genexal that says,
"Gae, I won’t ge in the battlefleld.

I’11 hide up here in the bunker and sen:i
privetes out in the battlefield.®

WALTERS
What about a motorcsde?
PEROT

No nmotercades.
WALTERS

What about "Hail te the Chief"? Are you
going to have "Hail to the Chief" if you
get into the White Housa-<and nugic?
PEROT

No, nene of us ~-none of uge-we don’t
have a regal proeidency, and should not
have a regal presidency.

WALTERS

80 you Juat walk out to regular wusic,
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PART ONE
8/27 3:000m P. 27.
PEROT
If there’s any music at all.
WALTERS
Do yasu have any flaws?
PEROT
Oh gure.
WALTERS
Name one.
PEROT
I could bs a lot better looking., I
coulfe=-
WALTERS
That’s not a flaw, that’g--physical.,
PEROY
I could=-~I could have a better nose,
WALTERS

No, ro, ne--perscnal.
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THE PEROT'’S
PART ONE
5/27 3:00pm P. 28.
PEROT
1’11 tell vou, this ncse has been
broken=-
WALTERS

No ¢ noﬂ--,‘annnnc-u

PEROT
«=to0 nany times.,
WALTERS
Fersonal.
PEROT
Bad ears.
WALTERS
Net~enot--physical. Net physical! Cume
- on, one peruonal flaw,
PEROT
This is television. I thought we'd
just=-
WALTERS

Now, one perscnal flaw, one thing you

want to change.
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WALTERS

You’re almost too good to be trua. Okay,
give me one flaw.

PEROT
Well, you can ask Margot. She‘ll give

you some.
WALTERS s
8hall we ask Mrm. Perot teo join us?
PEROT}
You bet.
MRS. PEROT:
Hello.
WALTERS:
A pleasuro to gea you,
MRS. FEROT:
Thank you. Thank you.
PEROT:
Bi.
MRS. PEROT:
Nice to be hare.
PEROT

Now, I’m going to leave you all

for-~frank conversation.

 END OF PART ONE
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WALTERS

Junt betwaen you and me?
HRS. PEROT
Yeah.
WALTERS
Does your husband hava any flawe, and if
g0, would you just--nama ona?
HRS. PEROT
[LAUGES] I 4en’t think so. And of
course, I=- -I don’t like to look.
But--[PAUSE]=-=-1I suppose the only flaw I
14 can think of ls he brags about his
children a lot. [PAUSE]
WALTERS
And koree people with that, you think?
KRS. PEROT
Probably.
WALTERS
Did your husband consult you about this
dacision of possibly running?

ur

@eal
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MRE . PEROT

No, no ha didn’t, it was a=--as much a

surprige to me really when "The-=-Larry

XKing Show" was on, as to anybody elue. I

wag in a hotel room in Washington. Ande-I

was sitting there, peacefully watching,

and it was all very interesting,

and-=then toward the end, as you pribably

know, Laxry King said, "Are there any

circumstancies under which you might run,®

and Ross eald, "Well, if all the people

{ )
L put my name on & petition 1 think meybe 1

would.” Ard I--was stunned., And that

night he ceme back and I sald, I said, I,

I was 50 gurprired, and he said--said, oh

don’t worry, you know, lt’s-~it’s nct

going to happen, it’s just a hypothetical

sort of thing. And--and T said, "Well,

I'm not 80 sure," and a few minutes lator

a~-an anvalope cane under the

\ ™ 4
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hotal, the dosr of the hctel room, and it
was~=had five dollars in it. And the
next. acrning there was another with a
nessage from a--yelative of a~-a man
missing in action and she
said--gsomething-~ words to the effect
that she was s0 pleased.
And, and then I~~it began to sink in that
this 20uld be a reality.
WALTERS
How do you feal about rll this?
MRS. PEROT
I’m overwhelmed in one way, but I thinrk
it’s jJust a-~-a wonderful outpouring of
faith {n Roas and, and I'm happy for him.
WALTERS

You’re & &chonl teacher.

MRA. PEROT
Yes,
WALTERS
What did you t.each?
HR3. PEROT

It wan 31l aelamentary echool,
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HRE. PEROT
Fourth grada.
WALTERS
It was your money from achool that wis
the firet check=-~that enabled your
husband to g0 inte business,
HRS. PEROT
That’s true. We always saved my salary.
And it was that noney that he uged whenh

he started 1DS.

" NALTERS
How do you mee yourself, your role as
First Lady?
HRS. PEROT
Well, I’n+=} see myself-- as having &
supporting yole. I-~ really, I--say that
because my f'irst prierity is the family.

And oreating a happy home lifa for Rusu.

WALTERS 3
It’s sori of expected these days that
Firat Ladies have te have some projact
even {f they have to manufacture a

A\ T 4
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WALTERS

Do you have a speoific intereat? Ie
there something that with the power that
you might have--that you would be sbls to
accomplish?

KRS, PEROT
I have been invelved with The Salvation
Arny and their work in Dallas for the
last aight yesrs, and I like the way thev
deal witl the problems of the inner
city. Ard so, I think I would~=be
wanting to continue., I--I worry about
the children who are born into poverty,
children whe ure vietins of violence, snd
incest, homelossnems, I think this is
what probebly--touches me more than--than
all the other serious problems. So I,
I'd want to see if I sould do something

theres.

Re24
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WALTERS
Barbara bush, of course, says that the
most lmportent thing isg, is the family
and she hes not worked. Hillary Clirton
hae 8 child and feels family is important
but she has worked and is very active in,
in a career. Which=- which woman do‘yeu
feel is more like you?
MRS. PEROT
I'm~~maybe in the middle.
WALTERS
Bacause you have worked and yet you live
more like Berbhara Bush=-
MRS, PEROT
Mmm<hiom, thet’s true==
WALTERS
==today. Weuld you describe yourself ae
an independent woman?
MRS. PEROT
ves, I would--
WALTERS

In what way?

[@e2b
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MRS, PEROT

Well, I think I==I r=-I read and I think
and I--huve my own opinione and-~yes,
I--and, and Rogs has encouraged that,
with me and with all his daughters. He
wante us to be--self-reliant and
independert. He admires that.

WALTERS
bo yeu give your husband advice ever?

MRS. PEROT
No. He deesn’t need my advice.,

WALTERS
Never? There’s no area?

MRS. PEROT

No, we-~we disouse everything. He’s--we

talk a lot, But I wouldn’t say that
T--say~-geriously that I’'m, I'm giving
hin sdvice.
WALTERA
Do you share your husband’s views on
pro-cholce=~-
NRS. PEROT:

Yes,

@co2s
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WALTERS :
~=on aborticn when necessary?
MRS. PEROT:
Yes, I do.
WALTERS

Would you imagine that you might, as soxs
Firnt Ladies in yscent years have, wunt
to sit in or Cabinet meetings and be
involved in any of the government
decisionu?

MRS. PERROT
I can’t imagine. 1I’ve never sat in-- a
board roon with him, when there were
probleme or--or mny othar board meeting.,
I don’t thirk he needs wme to do that.
Ande-no, I would-=I would net

be-=-breathirng down his neck.

WALTERS :
Will you canpaign?
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NRE. PEROT!

I don’t thirk Ross really expects me to
campaign. I den’t think he needs me.
I'1ll support him 100 percent and do
whatever necds to ba done. I take it &
day at a tine. I =-~we’re new at this.
And so=--I hope I can halp.

NALTERS
What akout the whole fishbowl life thrat

youfre now entering? I mean, even huving

to do--an irterview like this.
Is this vour first, by the way?
NRS. PEROT
Oh sbsolutely.
WALTERS

okay. You’re doing very well.

2| €28



A\ 4

ww

v

el 18, 92 L5118 NIGHILING N X noag ABS NEWS 20.20

P.39

THE PEROT.’f
PART TWO
8727 3:00pn PAGE 1,
MRS. PEROT
Thank you. Pecple warned about==ug about
that, that--thet it wight be brutal, Ang
I hope that 1t ian‘t.
WALTERS

What do you think is the biggest

mizconception about your husband?

HRS. PEROT
That he’s thin-skinned--
WALTERS
That he’s thin-skinned.
MES. PRROT
I read that a lot,
WALTERS
Yeah.
HRS. PEROT

I think they’re trying to-=to build &
persona that I, I weuldn’t recognize at
all, I think Le’s~-very warme-
WALTERS

Testy--

HRS. PEROT
Well, he may be impatient with some of
the questions that they ask him but Je-I
find that that’s~=-not the man he is,

certainly not at home.

@ e?
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WALTERS

Your hushuncl says that he doesn’t lsok
forward to heing President, that--in thet
sen#e, thut it’s a digty job--

MRS. PEROT
In that senge--

WALTERS
--but somaone has to do it, Do you feel
that way about Pirst Lady? |

HRE. PEROT
No. No, I con’t. I think it would te
a=-=-8 tremencious heonor, the finast honer
of all, and-- and a great
challenga...I’ve always wanted ny daye to
sount for scmething...and 1'd certainly

de ny best and--to--do a good job.

HARRATION:
And then we asked Mr. forot to Join us at

the and of cur interviaw,

WALTERS
Was it love at first sight?

gelo
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PEROT

I loved haing with him, and--and my
affection grew and grew and grew. and
it’s still growing. But--prebably not
love at first sight, not--net quitae.
WALTERS
Was iz love at first gight?
PEROT |
Absolutely, aven though she was a Yankee.
WALTERS
Oh=--where’s home?
HRS8. PEROT
Pennsylvanis.
WALTERS
How do you tepe that histery will
remember you?
PEROT
If thay just put on my tombstone that he
crented a lot ¢f Jobe and a lot
taxpayern~-that’s good snough for ne,
WALTERS
Mrs. Perot, how do you hepe that history
will remember--this man you’ve been

married to for 35 years?

@eil
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MRB, PEROT

I think they’ll nlways remembey him um
the great pautriot and a--courageous nan
and a man of principle and integrity.
And wihethar he makes his contributien in
Washington ¢r here won’t matter, I think.
This 1s how they’ll remember.

WALTERS
I’d keep her if I were you.
PEROT
Well, I work awfully hard at it.
HRS. PEROT
That’s true.
PEROT

I work awfully hard at {t. And I’n--
all=--as I sey, all my friends--and
evaryBody that knows us both will say
that I’m way over my head here with
Margat. And it’s the truth, it’s the
truth,

ERD OF PFART TWO
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 12, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR MEDIA AFFAIRS STAFF

FROM: ANN HUGHES

RE: LOCATION CHECKS ON SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 1992

FYI: I've sent a memo re: both of these sight checks to Marcia,
Gary Walters, and to the "Uniform Division" of Secret Service.
I've also cleared in the below names with WAVES. The following is
a list of the people coming on Saturday with both the Campaign
Advertising Team and with 20/20 :

I. Advertising Team *Coming at 3:00 p.m.

Geoffrey Kelly
10/13/38

Finley Hunt
1/24/38

II. 20/20 *Coming at 4:00

Martin Clancy
8/21/42

Cindy Bickford
8/9/55

George Paul
7/4/28

Joseph Kamfor
5/15/42

If there is any problem, the contact names and numbers for both
groups are:

Advertising:
Chris Flinn
(ph) 212-366-4851
(f) 212-366-4567
20/20:

Ann Brady
202-887-7380



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 30, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: DORRANCE SMITHS()

SUBJECT: 20/20 RATINGS

Your interview with Barbara Walters was the highest rated program
of the night, averaging a 12.7 rating and a 26%
translates into an audience of 27.6. million viewers.

bcc: Bob Teeter
Marlin Fitzwater
Sam Skinner
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INTERVIEW OF
THE PRESIDENT AND MRS. BUSH BY BARBARA WALTERS OF ABC'S 20,20

The Veranda

10:45 A.M. EDT

Q Mr. President, you've just come off of a terrific
week. You have -- history was made in foreign policy and you have a
bill that was passed to aid the cities. Yet, if one goes around the
country, the word one hears the most is anxiety. Now, a year ago you
were at your height of popularity -- here, around the world; now one
year later you're criticized as indecisive and a weak leader. What
went wrong in so short a time?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think one of the things that
concern Americans is the economy. And I think any decline in these
ever-living polls that we see is the correlation between the decline
and the economy and the problems I have. But I am absolutely
convinced it's going to turn around, and I'm absolutely convinced
that things are going to be better in terms of the economy; and then
we get in focus what we've got to do for this country.

Q By election time, are you sure the economy is going
to be turned around enough so that the perception of you will be
different?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. And while I'm convinced of that,
also I'm convinced when you get into the election and you get it
right in focus for the American people they look at the whole record.

You see, when I came into this job, the major concern
was what -- nuclear war, the lack of peace. And what we've been able
to do, through working with the Soviets and through Desert Storm is
transform all of that. Now I want to take that same energy, that
same leadership and affect change domestically. And we can do it.
But it's out of focus right now.

Q One of the criticisms, Mr. President, is that
you've waited too long before you attacked the economic problem, but
it wasn't until January that you admitted there was a recession and
talked about the country being in a free-fall. Why did you wait that

long?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't waited that long because we've
been trying, through incentive and investment opportunity, to get the
country moving. I will concede, I have had difficulty with an old-
thinking Congress, and that's the case we're going to make in the
fall very loud and clear. But I have not waited, but I must confess
to a certain frustration over the last few years in terms of moving
this country forward on the economic front. And the answer is not to
go out and spend and tax; and so I am fighting the battle there. We
do have now caps on discretionary spending. In other words, there is
some controls in place, coming out of a very bloody fight with
congress, that I think are going to benefit the American people in

the long run.

Q Mr. President, again and again, what you hear
people saying is, we don't know what the President's vision is. They

MORE
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tease sometimés and they call :it that vision thing. oOkay. Mr.
President, whﬁt.is your vision?. -
LS . i .
mﬁ@,?ﬁESIDENT: Well; my vision is paritally achieved,
not totally. Because I would-.go<pack with you and cite where things
were when we started. My passiontis about a world at peace. And I
think because of what we've been :able to do with the Soviet Union and
now Russia, and because of what wé were able to do in Desert Storm,
world peace is better enhanced -- better secured, you might say.

Now, my vision is to see an educated country -- a
country that wins the battle against crime and drugs that is fighting
every American family. The drug problem is infecting our country,
and the result is this terrible decline in the family. And so what I
want to do now, take the same energy that you might say -- I don't
want to sound immodest -- but helped change the world and use that to
change America. In these fields particularly. They're so big
issues, there is a wide array of issues. But the ones I feel
passionately about are education and winning the battle against drugs
and crime. And that will mean better surroundings for the families.

Q Well, you know, you and I talked on the eve of your
inauguration in 1989. And at that point you said a lot of people in
this country are hurting; my vision is to see that they are hurting
less and doing better. Well, the numbers say they're not doing
better. Unemployment is up by 3 million people, food stamp
recipients up by 7 million. Now, you blame Congress, but isn't your
administration to blame as well?

THE PRESIDENT: Sure. Everybody in office is to blame,
local, state, city, every place, because we've gone through a very
long, drawn-out recession. And, yes, I'm not trying to shift the
blame. I am saying that if I had had a different Congress, I could
have gotten through investment incentives that would have moved this
economy forward. It still would move faster if we could pass, for
example, a first-time credit for homebuyers, $5,000 credit for first-
time homebuyers. I mean, this is big stuff; this is important.

And I've got a whole list of these things we're trying
to do. I don't want to bore your listeners with lists; but, yes,
everybody can take some share of the blame. But we've been through a
long recession or anemic economic growth. And what I'm trying to do
is hold the line on spending, hold the line on taxes and get this
economy moving through investment incentive.

Q Okay. With all respect, though, President Reagan
had a divided Congress, President Eisenhower had a divided Congress.
Ross Perot has said, elect me and I'll break the gridlock. I can
deal with the Congress where this President cannot. 1Isn't it a test
of leadership to be able to work with a Congress of the other party?

THE PRESIDENT: President Eisenhower controlled both
houses of the Congress when he started.

Q. But then it changed.

THE PRESIDENT: VYes, but that's when he got his most
done. President Reagan had control of the United States Senate, we
did, as Republicans, for the first six years and that's where we got
the most done. The problem is, we've never had a Republican
President to have control both houses of Congress at the same time.
Give me one and we would do better; give me two and you would really
move this country forward. It hasn't been tried.

Q What if you don't? I mean, suppose someone wants

to vote for a Democratic senator; does he have to make a choice
between his senator and President Bush? Suppose, suppose it happens
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TEEQ?%ESIDENT: Well,*look, we've gotten certain things

done. And I will have takensmy tase to the American people, I will
be reelected, and then we will moverfast to fulfill the promises and
the pledges we all make in the campaign. We did it in the beginning
of this administration. We got_ tHrough the Clean Air Act; we got
through the Disabilities Act, the most farsighted piece of civil
rights legislation in modern times; we got through the Clean Air;
Cchild care Bill that gives parents a choice. And these things have
been accomplished. You don't hear much about them.

So the time to move is when you're first elected;
because even if you don't control the Congress, people still say the
President was elected to do these things, and give him a shot at it.

So I'm not discouraged about that. But I do think when
you see what's happening up on Capitol Hill, 70 members getting out,
you know, the President's having problem but take a look at the
Congress. There's a chance to really make a change, and that is to
change the Congress. And so that's the case you'll be hearing a lot
more about.

Q You know the expression "throw the bums out"?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q You know, there is that feeling of change, any
change -- and it does spill over on you.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I don't think it's going to spill
over on me come November. I can't wait for the campaign to start.
In the meantime, without attacking these opponents -- once in a while
a glancing blow -- without attacking them I'm trying to get certain
things done. And you were generous enough to mention aid for the
cities. We are finally getting something done to help the cities.
The summer jobs program is good. We're still holding back on
enterprise zones, incidentally, which I want to see passed. Congress
is holding back.

Q What I'm trying to do is to bring up some of the
questions that we hear all around in the public. And one of them is
the feeling that you were taken by surprise with the Los Angeles
riots; that you hadn't known how bad things were in the city until

those riots.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think that's a fair charge, and
I haven't heard anybody out front saying there's going to be riots in
South Central L.A., if that's the question. I haven't even heard

that.

Q You weren't surprised at the decay?

THE PRESIDENT: I've heard a lot of charges but not that
one.

Q You weren't surprised at how terrible things were
in the cities, you knew it?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, yes. Everybody knows there are
some big problems in the cities. There's big problems in rural
America, too. And the question is, let's try to solve these
problems.

Q Mr. President, you have been saying repeatedly that
you will not say anything about Ross Perot, although earlier this
week you did talk about a "pig in a poke," I assume the danger of
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THE PRESIDENT: Well; that's your assumption.
r Yoir ™

: SR,
Q C. All right. LetVtme go on, then.
THE PRESIDENT: Thatis~your assumption.

Q The Washington Post has reported that in the late
180s, Ross Perot was trying to have you investigated to damage your
reputation and your children as well. What is your view of that?
can you comment on that?

THE PRESIDENT: Let me put it this way: If he was
having my children investigated, that is beyond the pale. Leave my
kids alone, I'd say. They're good, honest boys; and a daughter --
good, honest girl. And to have somebody investigating another -- the
family of another American, I'm sorry, I don't like that and I don't
think the American people do. Now, I'm just saying if that's true.
I don't know if it's true. But that is beyond the pale. And I am
sick about it if it's true. And I think the American people will
reject that kind of tactic to go around investigating the family of
the President of the United States or then-Vice President -- or any
other American. That's how I feel about it.

Now, I'm not saying it's true. You asked the question,
I'm just trying to tell you how strongly I feel about this.

Q What about investigating the Vice President to try
to get something on him?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I'm not too happy about that. But
I can take care of myself. And my record is known to the American
people. And they may have problems about the economy, but nobody has
raised questions about my integrity. And I've been in public life,
and I've been in private life a long time. But when it comes to my
children, that's too much for me.

These are honest boys, out making an honest living. And
I don't need to have the feeling that they are being investigated.

Q At the time of the investigation, Mr. Perot is
quoted a having said to you, "The world is full of --

THE PRESIDENT: I've got to have a drink of water. I'm
getting a little hot when you bring this up.

Q Well, while you sip: Mr. Perot had said, "The
world is full of lions and tigers and rabbits, and you are a rabbit."
Do you remember his saying that?

THE PRESIDENT: Never.
Q Any comment?
THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q You're not going to say anything, you said, until
after the convention. But I wonder why. I mean, we all know you're
going to be the nominee. Why wait?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, because I think the thing to -- I
think people are a little tired of the smearing of each other in
politics. And I think I can stay off to the side a little bit and
try to get something done for the country. I'm still trying to work
with the congress. And, indeed, we did get something passed for the

cities.
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3 é;rg;still trying:to get something done that has a big
dimension to if4y. and that is‘theﬁfreedom support act that will help
guarantee democracy and freedom in Russia -- and thus guarantee
enormous marke&s.for us here,. for our workers here at home.
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And.so I've got somé big things we're trying to get
done. And I've got to keep my focus on that. But everyone knows,
Barbara, that after August, thingd shift into a campaign mode. And
then I will be ready.

Q And then what would you say? What would you say
then?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't even want to give you a preview
of coming attractions. But if I think the opponents are not properly
defined, I will do my level best to define them. And I will be all-
out. 2And I'm a tough fighter when it comes to a campaign. I don't
relish it, particularly, but I'm certainly going to defend myself and
advocate, get sure the American people know what my heartbeat is and
why I should be elected for four more years.

Q Mr. President, why should you be elected for four
more years?

THE PRESIDENT: Because we've already accomplished big
things, and because I don't leave the job unfinished. And I don't
quit and I don't pick up my marbles and go home when the going gets
tough, nor should a President. And I believe in this country and I
want to see it better educated -- and that means I'm going to drive
right down to the finish four years from now to see that we have
passed this America 2000 education program.

I want to see us win the battle against drugs. We've
made a very good start. There's some heartening statistics about
teenage use of cocaine being 60 percent down -- substantially down.
But we still have to win it. We've got to win it by interdiction,
and we've got to win it by reducing demand.

And there's an unfulfilled agenda that I feel very, very
strongly about. And I believe I'm the person to do it.

Q You don't mind, though, when your Press Secretary,
Marlin Fitzwater, calls Ross Perot destructive and a monster; and
when your Vice President calls him a temperamental tycoon who has
contempt for the Constitution. They wouldn't be saying these things
without your knowledge.

THE PRESIDENT: Hey, listen, if you felt strongly about
it, I wouldn't mind you saying it. I'd like to get some defense out
there -- that suits me.

Q But you know -- but they're saying this with your
knowledge and agreement, no?

THE PRESIDENT: Not necessarily. I don't censor what
anybody says around here. But when I see somebody defend me, when my
mode is to stay on trying to get things passed for the country,
l1isten, I don't get upset by that; I'm pleased. We've got some
fighters down there, including my son, and our campaign chairman in
Texas and our leaders in Arkansas, who are defending me every single
day. I like that. Do you think I'm going to turn my back on that?

You're crazy.

Q You're not going to say don't do it, boys.

THE PRESIDENT: Heck no, I'm not.
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THE. PRESIDENT: Letjtﬁe American people sort that one
out. I'm goingrtto be President.’':,I. feel very confident about it.
But I know we've,got to overcome:some of the image things that you're
asking -- properly asking about. .But I'm confident I can. I know
what my heartbeat is. I think pedple know my record. I think they
know me to be a person of integrity. And I hope they know that I
finish what I start.

Q Why do you think that your image has been tarnished
in this way? I mean, a year ago, the strongest leader; a year later,
weak, indecisive?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, a year ago --
Q Is it just the economy?

THE PRESIDENT: You see the -- yes, I think it largely
is the economy because the recession lingered on. Actually, it will
prove that we -- nationally the recession is over. We're growing at
2 -- a modest 2 percent, or whatever it is, for the first quarter,
and hopefully will do better the second. But I am convinced it's the

economy .

Q I'm sorry, I have the end of a cold, which I caught
from my daughter.

THE PRESIDENT: God, I've just gotten over a terrible
one.

How old is your daughter?
Q Well, I always forget -- my daughter's 24.

THE PRESIDENT: Twenty-four?

Q She lives in Seattle, Washington, and she votes.

THE PRESIDENT: You okay?
Q I'm fine, thank you.

Mr. President, we've talked about some of your
achievements. Looking back over your four years, what was your
biggest mistake?

THE PRESIDENT: Barbara, I think that the -- I think
that in reaching compromise with Congress in 1990 on the budget act,
that that was a mistake, because it undermined to some degree my
credibility with the American people. But let me go back on that
one, if I could, and say, look, what we were trying to do at the time
is to keep the government moving, keep supplying our forces we'd
moved abroad. We have succeeded in getting spending caps on the
discretionary spending -- that's the spending that a President can
control and the Congress can control. - So we got that done. But in
the final analysis, I made one compromise on taxes, and it -- in
itself it wasn't destructive to the economy. There was a five-cent
gas tax and gas prices were down after that was passed. So it didn't
have a deleterious effect on the economy. But I think it caused a
credibility problem at the time. So I would have to rank that as not
a howling success, put it that way.

Q Are you sorry that you ever said, "Read my lips, no
new taxes"?
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“THE PRESIDENT: Well, I'm sorry in that it -- that this
one concessié@khas kind of thrown that into a focus that has caused
problems. But TI'm not sorry*in the sense of trying to hold the line
on taxes. I had to veto a bill.-not so long ago because it contained
yet another tax increase. As#id over and over again since -I've been
President, I have fought to keep the taxes down.

‘
st

So the principle is &}l right. But as I say, that focus
by that statement, contrasted with the budget agreement, has caused
problems. But people recognize, and I think when you look again --
go to surveys -- well, presidents have to do this from time to time.

Q Could you say =-- would you say today "Read my lips,

no new --
THE PRESIDENT: No. (Laughter.)
Q You want to say it --
THE PRESIDENT: Well, only because it -- look at the
problems --

Q -- okay. (Laughter.)

THE PRESIDENT: But look at the overall record of
standing up against tax increases. Look at my program on the Hill
right now that says how to get the deficit down without raising taxes
-- and that's through controlling the growth of mandatory spending.
And I don't have to raise taxes, and I will fight against tax
increases. That's what I'd say.

But please don't ask me to reslogan it.
Q Should the wealthy carry a greater tax burden?

THE PRESIDENT: I think everybody is taxed plenty. And
this concept that you hear out of the Democrats every four years --
in fact, every day -- on Capitol Hill: Well, let's just shift and
make other people pay more taxes, is not the answer to prolonged
economic growth in the country.

The American people are not taxed too little; we're
spending too much. And it is there that I have a big difference with
opponents in this presidential race and with the United States -- the
liberals, the Democrats, that control the Congress.

Q You obviously --
THE PRESIDENT: A big difference.

Mr. President, we hear constantly about the breakdown of
the family in America. It is a recurring theme in the Republican
Party. Yet, family values have gone steadily downhill from the time
President Reagan took office; a steady decline for 12 years of
Republican presidents. Why? ’

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think -- surely you're not
trying to assign decline in the American family to the Reagan

presidency.
Q I thought I might try.
THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Nice try, but it won't work.

Q But for 12 years of Republicans it has been going
down.
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“THE PRESIDENT: I think it's been happening for a long
time, the nuﬁbérs of split families and all. What we're trying to do
is to change thdt., We can dovit’legislatively to some degree --
reform in the welfare system. A;little girl saved $1,000, or a
little over $1,000 so she could’ge .to college. Her mother was on
welfare. And they were told, welll, Yyour mother will have to go off
welfare if you're able to save meney like this. Now, that's wrong.
We've got to change these deterrehts to keeping families together.

But there's been a decline. I'm not sure the media is
totally free of it. Some of the filth you see out here in the media
I think is awful -- just terrible.

Q What kind of filth that you see in the media?

THE PRESIDENT: Loud, vulgar language on some of these
programs. I think -- and, you know, the media's =-- :

Q You mean fictionalized programs or the --

THE PRESIDENT: No, I mean some of these stand-up
comedians that kids listen to. I think we've gone too far. I don't
want censorship, but I don't think this is a question of the party in
power being blamed for. We advocate the strengthening of family
values -- families staying together, families reading to their
children. Barbara does that all the time. And it's very, very
important. Staying off drugs, less permissive lifestyles. I don't
approve of some of these programs that they have that just distribute
condoms at random to people. I don't think that's the answer to it.
Why don't we get in there and try to teach these kids that -- more
understanding about what love is and how they ought to behave.

So there is a decline and it does worry me. When those
mayors came to see me from the National League of Cities, Democrat
and Republican alike, they said the major problems facing the city is
the decline in the American family. And that's why we're pushing
hard to get jobs into the inner cities through enterprise zones.
That's why we're trying to say, hey, read to your children. That's
why we're trying to say, have parents involved in education, have
them stay off of drugs. It's a whole wide array of things that
threaten family.

Q Mr. President, there is an impression that in the
late '70s you were somewhat pro-choice; that you even considered
leaving the question of abortion up to the states. Was there ever a
time when you were moderate on the issue of abortion, leaning towards

pro-choice?

THE PRESIDENT: I've always been for family planning.
In other words, I think educaticn in terms of population control is
important. In fact, our administration, I believe, has higher
funding for AID. But the abortion question, I don't believe, was
really in focus back when I was in Congress working with -- heading
the task force on earth resources; it included it.

Q You never changed your opinion? You never modified
your opinion? :

THE PRESIDENT: I think my opinion as the abortions have
gone up and -- have some personal experience here of love for adopted
children. My opposition to abortion has increased. I can't -- I
just think it is too bad that we have so many abortions. And some
people are using it as preventive -- you know, just because they
don't want to have a child, they just go out and get rid of it. Some
are saying that parents shouldn't even be consulted. And I'm sorry,
Barbara, I opt on the side of life.
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Qﬁl;'&n almost every'poll, the majority of people in the
country are prowchoice. And:some feel the question of abortion may
be a definitive one in your electton. How strong a factor do you
think it will be? v o
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THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I don't know, but this is
a matter of principle for me. And I wasn't -- you know, I'm not in
this majestic office to govern by polls or do what's easy or to say
what's popular. And I respect people that have a difference of
opinion from me. But this is my view. This is my view. I opt on
the side of life.

And I know there's a difference on this issue. And I
respect the people that differ, but I'm not going to change.

Q And if it's a question of a single parent or
abortion? I mean, you know -- I'm going to skip that -- I'm not
going to get into that whole thing, we'll go on further.

In the sense of fairness, I must ask you the same
question that I asked Ross Perot which was, would you knowingly have
a homosexual in your Cabinet or appoint a homosexual to your Cabinet?

THE PRESIDENT: We have no litmus tests on that question
here and there aren't going to be any. And I would say, how do I
know; and secondly, I say I do support our policy in the military,
and I will continue to support it.

Q Banning homosexuals?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I will continue to support it.
It's been that way through history, and I accept the recommendation
of the professionals that make that recommendation to the President.

Q A lot of good people are getting thrown out.

THE PRESIDENT: I support our policy on that. And
everyone knows my adherence to traditional family values. I might
say that's the case. But there are no litmus tests on this question

here.

Q A record number of women are running for Senate and
Congress. And this year some are inspired by anger over the Clarence
Thomas hearings and some are winning because of this issue. What
effect do you think the Clarence Thomas hearings will have on the
reelection of Republicans to Congress? You're shaking your head,

what --

THE PRESIDENT: I'm shaking my head because we're
getting into a little bit of a revision here. As I remember, a
majority of women supported Clarence Thomas when he went to the bench
and doubted the testimony of Anita Hill. The answer is, Clarence
Thomas is going to prove to be a very good Justice on the Supreme
Court. The answer is, I am delighted with some of the women that our
Senate candidates are going to be taking on because they will be
easier to beat. They're way over on the liberal spectrum and I don't
think the American people want to go way off to the left. And that's
where many of the candidates are proving to be.

So when I'm smiling, you're saying it's going to be so
terrible. And I'm saying some of these guys are getting the best
opponents possible.

Q And some of these guys are losing.
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“THE PRESIDENT: Well, I don't know about that.
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d_t I know the majority of the Senate voted for

Clarence Thomas.. Are you sure the majority of women were for --
v v_\ IR

: A I -
THE, PRESIDENT: Go,bdck and look at the surveys on it.

People did not trust Miss Hill's testimony. I didn't. I didn't have
to vote on it. But I stand by myinominee. I stand by the Justice.

And let's wait and see.

You know, it's interesting that you hear a lot about,
we've got all these wonderful women candidates. Where were these
women's groups in backing the good Republican women that were running
for office two years ago? Bob Dole had a marvelous op-ed piece on
this where he pointed out the number of women that were standing on
the Republican side, and the women's groups were running for cover.
Why? Because they're off on some special issue. .

. - It's weird, but I don't think that -- I think we're
going to pick up seats. So let's just see how it is after November.
Q Okay.
THE PRESIDENT: We've got strong candidates, men and
women.
. Q Your Vice President has criticized not just the
media elite but also the so-called "cultural elite." I wonder who

he's ta;geting? For example, your represent a family of six
generations of fairly wealthy, university-educated people; you were,
your sons and daughter was.

THE PRESIDENT: I hope he's not talking about me.
Q Well, I just wonder. Do you think his bullet --
THE PRESIDENT: Maybe he's talking about the --

Q You know, the bullet he's firing is hitting you by
accident?

THE PRESIDENT: Maybe he's talking about the same people
I talked about in the 1988 campaign. You remember, I talked about
the "Harvard boutique"?

Q Well, what about the "Yale boutique"?
THE PRESIDENT: No, no. Not quite as offensive.
Q Awwww. Of course.

THE PRESIDENT: But this was in context. This was in
context of Michael Dukakis.

Q. Are you part of the culturally elite?

THE PRESIDENT: You know, people ridicule me for taking
exception to the Pledge of Allegiance. I still feel strong that you
ought not to pass laws saying that you shouldn't say the Pledge of
Allegiance. I mean, I think we should say the Pledge of Allegiance.

Q And you think people who are culturally elite are
against the Pledge of Allegiance?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, quite a few of them. Sure. These
symbols -- you know, I got ridiculed for standing up, saying, well, I
really don't believe we ought to burn the American Flag. And
everybody said, free speech --
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who feel they ‘should burn the“:American Flag?
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THE PRESIDENT: -Yes,  they're culturally out ‘of it, I
think. I mean, they're elitists &f .the strangest sense. But,
Barbara, I can't define exactly what cultural elite means, but I know
it when I see it. . b

Q And it isn't you?
THE PRESIDENT: I don't think so. I don't think so.
Q Am I media elite?

THE PRESIDENT: I'm considered elite in some way because
I was lucky at birth and had some privilege. But I've tried to put
something back into the system. I've tried to serve. I served my
nation in war, and stayed right with it. And I've served in
politics; tried to do my part in business. And so I don't plead
guilty to being out of step with the values that the Vice President
is talking about.

Q Mr. President, am I or my colleagues media elite?

THE PRESIDENT: Barbara, you're certainly an elitist.
How much money do you make a year? It's not in the --

Q Does that have to do with being elite?
THE PRESIDENT: Could be. Could be.
Q I see, everybody who makes a lot of money is elite?

THE PRESIDENT: Just as everybody that has had some
advantage of a good education is elite in a certain way. But I think
what we're talking about is celebrating values that are wrong. So
you'd be innocent on that. You'd have clear sailing there.

Q You're only saying that because I have the
questions.

THE PRESIDENT: No, no. I've got the answers, and I
know you're fair in editing. (Laughter.)

Q Yes.

What do you think about the jokes about your Vice
President; or, she said, is that too much of a hot potato?

THE PRESIDENT: Funny one. Dan Quayle is doing a first-
class job. And people understand what he's getting at when he talks
about family values, and he's got a tough skin. And he's been a good
Vice President. And if he deflects fire from me, okay. All right.
And he knows that. And he's a good man with a very good, decent
family and he has my full support. And I'm glad -- giving me a
spelling bee test everyday. Because surely they'd get me on one I
should know what it is.

Q Would you =--

THE PRESIDENT: Maybe he was thinking of the Chaucer
version of potato.

Q oOoh, uh-huh.
THE PRESIDENT: As one of the great Shakespearian
scholars, I thought that back somewhere I saw that Falstaff spelled
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potato with in."e". Maybe not. What do you -- fellow elitist. One
of us should Know -- L .

- E
@<, I don't think.that's -- one of us should know.

(Laughter.) But I don't think that's what the Vice President was

referring to. . ol B
THE PRESIDENT: One &f us should know the answer to it.

Q I don't think he said, oh, my, is this from
Falstaff; one of us should. We'll both check it out.

THE PRESIDENT: Barbara, have you ever made a mistake in
your life?

Q oh, so many, Mr. President.
THE PRESIDENT: Have you? So have I.

Q Probably in this interview, leaving out questions I
should have asked.

THE PRESIDENT: So have I. So have I. And that's the
way I'd answer the question. -

Q Any possibility of your making your Vice President
Chief of staff?

THE PRESIDENT: No. No chance.

Q You don't think that that works when he's a
heartbeat from the President?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think it would work. That was
first suggested by -- I think by President Ford. And I just don't
think, given the responsibility that I'd like the Vice President to
have. In this instance, he's running the the Space Council; he's
running the Competitiveness Council; both very, very important that
he could do that -- and be Chief of Staff at the same time.

You know, maybe somebody would want to try it, I
wouldn't. I've been --

Q Ross Perot wants to try it.

THE PRESIDENT: Oh. Well, let him try it. I don't
think he'll have an opportunity.

Q We read a great deal of disarray in the White
House. Will there be any changes in the White House staff between
now and election?

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I can predict. We may bring in
some new people, but I have great confidence in the Chief of Staff.
Do you know something? I just completed a swing around the country
-- I do it quite a bit, as a matter of fact -- and not one single
question was asked about the staff. I think people are focusing more
on the big issues and the questions you've been asking about.

Q Well, while we're on it, thoudgh, what about the
possibility of the Secretary of State James Baker or of your Defense
Secretary Dick Cheney coming on to the White House staff?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think there's any chance of that
at all. Not discussed it with anybody. I keep reading the gossip
columns about it, but there's no -- that won't happen.
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" I'd like to ask one or two questions about foreign
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policy. :
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THE. PRESIDENT: Yes, '
t " v
Q . Israel. Will.ydurcontinue to stand firm on linking
aid to Israel with the freeze on :the settlements?
R
THE PRESIDENT: Well, our policy is very, very clear.
And people -- let me put that one in context: what has Israel always
wanted? They wanted to sit down across the table from their ancient
enemies. And the others have wanted that, too. And because of our
foreign policy, and because of our achievements, they are talking to

each other.

Secondly, the American foreign policy has always had as
a covenant that these settlements -- a little disconcerting having
Millie go through here in the middle of this answer. But American
policy has been that 242 and should be implemented -- the U.N.
resolution, withdraw the secure and occupied boundaries.

Now, we have felt that settlements are counterproductive
to peace. And that is the policy, and I will not change that policy.

Q You are now in the fight of your political career
and your nemesis, Saddam Hussein, is still in power and, some people
say, getting stronger. Does it bother you that Saddam Hussein could
remain even though you may not remain in power?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I don't agree that I won't remain
in power, obviously. But, look, we have to go back again. The
United Nations took concerted action in the Security Council. And
that action was: kick Saddam Hussein out of Kuwait. Do not let
aggression stand. Our military succeeded with a pride that just
reinforced the spirit of this country. So our objectives were met.

Now, do I like it that Saddam Hussein, this brutal
dictator is still there? No. Do I like it that some revisionists
who stood against me when I had to move force are now saying we
should have done it? Listen, if I had listened to them, Saddam
Hussein would be in downtown Riyadh and you and I would be paying $10
a gallon for gasoline. Saddam, himself, said the other day said his
biggest mistake was that he didn't move into Saudi Arabia. And the
second one, he didn't kill more Americans on the way out.

So Saddam is an evil person. He is brutalizing his own
people. But it was not our objective to go in to downtown Baghdad
and put American lives at risk in the process, incidentally, in some
guerrilla warfare to get Saddam Hussein.

Q No regrets?

THE PRESIDENT: No regrets. But I have to say, I regret

that he's still in power. Yes, regret there because he's an evil
person who's brutalizing his own people, and someday he won't be.
But it wasn't our policy to go in and get Saddam Hussein. And some
of the people who gave me the biggest -grief when I had to make very
tough decisions are now saying, well, I made a mistake not getting
Saddam Hussein. And that is simply not right.

Q lLast gquestion. To the people out there, some who
voted for you, some who didn't but who say, we need a change, we need
some one who can work with Congress, we don't know what we're
feeling, but we're just concerned. Why this man?

THE PRESIDENT: Because I believe that what we've done
in changing the world -- on saying to a little, you don't have to
worry as much about nuclear warfare as you did a decade before or the
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last few years _ago. That's important. And that is big. and I want
to take that e energy and leadershlp and change things here at
home, and I canrdo it. e

\LL
But I'm golng ta. takg the case to the American people.

The way to do it is, give me moreipeople that think as you, the
American people do, that want to.stand up against crime and drugs,
that want to strengthen the Amerlcan family, that want to see us
better educated, and that means new thinkers in the United States
Congress. And that s going to be the test and that's g01ng to be the
way I'll form it when we get into this campaign that's going to start
in -- sometime late in August.

Q And you think you're going to be President again?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Yes, I do.
Q How certain?

THE PRESIDENT: I'm positive I will. And the reason I
say that, I hope it doesn't come off as arrogance, because I am in
touch with the American people. And I think the values that I feel
so strongly about are the values most Americans feel strongly about.
I think the economy is going to move and that will restore some of
that luster and some of that innate optimism that America has. We're
not a declining nation; we're a rising nation. And, yet, those who
want to tap into this bad economic condition are saying we're in
decline, we can't make it. We can make it, and we will make it. And
we can make our cities safe and we can make our families stronger and
we can better educate our kids.

And I know I'm the person to do that. And I've been
tested by fire, Barbara. And I hope I've met the test to the
satisfaction of the American people in very difficult times.

Q I think this would be a very good time to bring in
your number one asset.

THE PRESIDENT: Millie.

Q Millie. (Laughter.) Do you want -- Millie.
(Laughter.)

MRS. BUSH: He should have said Ranger. That's the love
of his life. How are you?

Q I'm just fine.
MRS. BUSH: Glad to see you. How are you?

THE PRESIDENT: I'd kiss you, but your makeup might
smear. Am I staying here?

Q For a little while.
THE PRESIDENT: All right.
Q For a little while.

MRS. BUSH: What do you mean, you'd kiss me but my
makeup might smear?

Q He's always so charming, right?
MRS. BUSH: No, he is charming.
Q You know Mrs. Bush is your number one asset, don't

you?
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‘&HE PRESIDENT: .I certainly know that.

et 2 Do Ty
MRS: BUSH: I'm.his number one fan.
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THE PRESIDENT: NumPer. one asset.

5

Q You know, one dfyvthe things I want to ask each of
you because I see you both really looking so well =-- you've both been
through so much in terms of health in the past four years. How are
you feeling? Are either of you on medication? And are all symptoms
gone?

THE PRESIDENT: You want to go first?

MRS. BUSH: Both of us take thyroid because --

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, both of us take thyroid.

MRS. BUSH: -- that's what we had was Graves disease.
I'm glad you asked about George's health, because we have the most
ridiculous questions about his health. Someone said the other day, I
hear the minute the election's over he's going to have heart surgery.

THE PRESIDENT: Heart transplant.

MRS. BUSH: Heart transplant or something. George runs
three times a week; besides that, he's up at 5:00 a.m every morning
and he plays tennis. I mean --

THE PRESIDENT: I'm blessed with very, very good health,
and so is Barbara.

Q So no symptoms now?

THE PRESIDENT: None.

Q Everything good?

MRS. BUSH: Everything great.

THE PRESIDENT: I guess I'm the only guy in America
whose health records are as widely distributed. (Laughter.) If you
don't believe it, read some guy in -- The New York Times doctor that

writes this up. He knows everything there is to know.

Q Of course, Japan didn't help. You were wonderful
in Japan. You were so composed and --=

MRS. BUSH: Well, he had flu. I think he held his
breath, too.

Q That was a battle --

THE PRESIDENT: It was a case of the flu and that went
away.

MRS. BUSH: And you know, he rolled over and said, sort
of, look, why don't you just push me under the table and continue
with the dinner, which led me to believe, he was going to survive.

Q That Oval Office is such a pressure cooker. How do
you help each other cope with stress?

MRS. BUSH: I laugh at him a lot.
THE PRESIDENT: Barbara comes over. Once in a while

we'll have lunch here, here, over there. Grandchildren help. Got a
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little swing‘bagk there. I look out in the middle of some serious
business and Y ¢see Marshall or Sam or Ellie or Walker or the ones
that live around-ggre swinging: -there and yelling and giggling and
pushlng each ather and chasing the*'dogs, and that helps. They come
in, put their arms around me;tgive me a hug and tell me of some
enormous probleq. that some toy goﬁ broken. (Laughter.) And that
helps.
[

MRS. BUSH: Ranger certainly helps you. You love

Ranger.

THE PRESIDENT: The boys check in. Our kids from around
the country. Family is key to this. Family is absolutely key. And
our sons have been magnificent, and so has Doro.

Q You mentioned Ranger. I understand that there was
a presidential edict to ask people to stop feeding your dog because
he was getting so fat?

THE PRESIDENT: VYes, we put out an order on it. We had
several confess. For fear of their lives, they confessed that they
had indeed been bringing biscuits right here into the White House.

Q Serious.

THE PRESIDENT: The Ranger trolls around. And he was
standing at this door, not so many months ago, with a squirrel --
tail out of one end of his mouth; head drooping out of the other --
proudly showing that he is still a good hunter.

Q You must have been thrilled as he dragged in the

MRS. BUSH: He was thrilled.

THE PRESIDENT: I was thrilled.

MRS. BUSH: He was thrilled.

THE PRESIDENT: They catch rats.

MRS. BUSH: We hated it, but he loved it.

Q Mrs. Bush, have you ever suggested that the
President not run again? He was just --

MRS. BUSH: No.

Q Well, people seem to feel that there is =-- they
think, look -- yes. And they said that you have --

MRS. BUSH: I get credit for wonderful things I haven't
done, and that's one of them. I'm absolutely convinced that George
must be President again.

Q Even though you'd have -- he was just 68. You
could have a wonderful life --

MRS. BUSH: I plan to have a wonderful life with him --
while he's 69, 70, 71 and all the way up.

Q But you want him to run?

MRS. BUSH: I think he has to. I'm happy anyplace with
George Bush, as you well know. But I think he has to for the
country's sake.

Q Is it very painful to you when he's criticized?
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‘5. BUSH: Yes. . I'm not going to lie to you.

t pndt
TH@CP@ESIDENT: No,.no. You're used to it now.
v P 5
MRS. BUSH: ©Oh, I am fiot. I just fake and let you think
I like it. No, I don't like dit-at all, and I really don't like it
when our children are brought intq it all.

Q There's been -- your children have had to be under
the glare of the spotlight for the past four years.

MRS. BUSH: They're fabulous children. And --

Q Is that what hurts in particular, when the sons --

MRS. BUSH: Well, because it's so unfair to them ana
that does kill you.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.
Q What's the biggest misconception about George Bush?

MRS. BUSH: Well, first of all, I could think of 10
misconceptions. One is, he does work very well with the Congress. I
mean, he's had 27 vetoes that have been carried. You can't do that
unless you work well with the Congress. And they have gotten through
wonderful bills -- transportation bill and all the ones you've heard
this morning. And he is very healthy. He's considerably taller than
people think he is. That's what people always say to us: "oh,
you're so much taller than we thought." And he's full of energy.

And he's the most decent, honest person. I shouldn't say that in
front of him, should I? And very funny -- not just funny looking. I
mean, very funny.

Q Funny looking?
THE PRESIDENT: Oh. (Laughter.)

Q Mrs. Perot told me that she never gives her husband
advice; he doesn't need it, she said. Do you ever give the President
advice?

MRS. BUSH: Well, I don't know whether he needs it or
not -- but maybe he doesn't take it. There may be a difference.
George Bush listens to everybody. That's one of his best qualities.
He doesn't always take my advice, but at least he listens.

THE PRESIDENT: She'll give good, sound advice.

MRS. BUSH: He listens to everybody. And that's a
wonderful quality in all honesty.

Q . What kind of advice does she give you, and in what
areas?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I might get mad at something that
I see or read, and she might calm me down on that and say, don't
overreact. Or she'll come back from holding an AIDS baby, and saying
it's really important that people know how strongly we feel about
caring for these kids and showing compassion for those kids that are
suffering this way; and you'll have to try to show that a little
more. I mean, it can be substantive or it can be just family advice.

Q What about urging him to give more money to AIDS?
Is that part of it?
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ﬁﬁg. BUSH: Well, we give $4.3 billion to AIDS.

O, .

THE: PRESIDENT: And iit's up to $4.9 billion next year;
and it was $2.4  billion when we started. And so we have a very good
record in terms wof what the faderal government can do. We've got our
best researchers on it. SR U 4

NIH, under Dr. Fauci fand others -- Dr. Broder -- out

there doing a superb job. Dr. Sullivan's fighting hard on it. But
it is something that I think -- I think if I need to do more it is to
get people to understand the fundamentals of this disease and get
them to understand that it calls for compassion, it calls for love,
it calls for caring. But I think that government participation is
pretty effective.

You know, we're spending 10 times as much per AIDS
victim as we are on a cancer victim; and that's fairly impressive.
But we've got to stop this. This disease can be halted to some
degree through behavior, as we all know.

MRS. BUSH: Of course, money spent on cancer also is
spent on AIDS. That's how the AIDS virus was isolated, through
leukemia research. So we're spending a lot of money.

THE PRESIDENT: It's not -- it's strictly a question of
funding.

. , Q Have either of you known anyone personally who died
of AIDS?

MRS. BUSH: Lots.

Q You have?

MRS. BUSH: Who have it.
THE PRESIDENT: Sure.

Q Can you tell me how each of you has changed in the
past four years? How has Mrs. Bush changed?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I think we've both
changed. But I think she recognizes that being President is not
totally a bed of roses and that the -- Truman was right, that the
buck stops there. So I think she has a very realistic view of the
presidency. And that has made her maybe more vocal in defense of her
husband. She hadn't changed in terms of caring for family. She
still finds plenty of time to call the kids to get them around, to be
with them, to do things for them. You remember the birthdays. So
that part hasn't changed. But I think both of us recognize the
importance of that more just because we're in this job. And I don't
know how else she's changed -- a little better golf swing.

MRS. BUSH: (Laughter.) I just took it up. That's why.
Q Are you beating him yet?

MRS. BUSH: I'd like -- I think -- no, I don't even come
-- he doesn't even play with me and I wouldn't play with him.

THE PRESIDENT: Now, wait a minute.

MRS. BUSH: I wouldn't because it would put too much
pressure on him. You all follow him. You don't follow me. Well,
I've changed, I think, is that I look at this as a very small window
in your life where you can really do a lot of good things. And you
raise a lot of money for the private sector. I really don't fool
around on the government side. But I really have thought of this as
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a wonderful chance,for me to have made my life worth something --
pretty big. “mean, when you.raise a lot of money for illiteracy and

AIDS and the hurigry, that makes you feel very good. It's-a once-in-
a-lifetime chawmce. And I plan to take it.
v l: E Y ] -
Q ¢ How has George Bush changed in the past four years?

MRS. BUSH: I don't }eally think he's changed. But I'll
tell you what I've noticed about him, which is that I am overawed by
how stable and steady he's been. I mean, there's been a lot of

things --

THE PRESIDENT: There they go. I can see them going out
of the flight pattern --

MRS. BUSH: I can't believe we're freezing to death out
here. (Laughter.) -

THE PRESIDENT: Barbara had a cold, too.

Q -- yes, I went to visit my daughter. I never have
a cold. Stayed in her little house and came home with this. But
you'll have to tell Mrs. Bush what happened when you sat down.

MRS. BUSH: I heard. You were live. (Laughter.)
Q I guess that'll keep us very alert.

Now we have to have Millie walk in again because she
wasn't here. Can we move her out and have her walk in?

THE PRESIDENT: Susan, call Millie.

Q call Millie and then have her come back in again.
I don't want to --

Okay, now she can come in.
Your friend is here.
MRS. BUSH: My friend.

Q Mrs. Bush, how has the President changed in the
past four years?

MRS. BUSH: Well, I don't think he's changed at all.
But my opinion of him has changed a little bit. I always thought he
hung the moon; everybody knows that. But -- I'm embarrassed to say
this in front of you, but it's true. George has remained so
extraordinarily stable and steady through some very difficult times.
I don't think anybody suffered more than he did when we had 500,000
young men and women in Desert Storm or Desert Shield. And he never

changed.
THE PRESIDENT: Remember up there at Camp David? Gosh.

MRS. BUSH: I mean, it was a terrible time. And, yet,
George remained stable. sStill called his mother every day or every
other day. He still would, when Doro would call or somebody would
call, he still had time for all of us. I think that's one of his
pbest qualities is that he's not volatible. He doesn't go up and
down. He stays absolutely steady. It's a wonderful quality.

THE PRESIDENT: You can't overreact in the face of
criticism. You can't let it get you down. You can't let it get you
tense. And you just have to go try to do your best. I keep saying
this and it sounds so silly, but I go back to mother =-- my mother,
now 91. When we were little -- do you best, try your hardest,
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George. I'm President, and that's probably the best advice you can
get -- care ahéut people, be kind. All of these fundamental little
things you learrn from your parents when you were five or ten just
make as much s&nse now when youl're President of the United States.
And particularly if the goingt.isinot particularly smooth, don't quit.
You never give yp. Finish what yduystart. Do the job.

I mean, it's a wondenful -- you get a wonderful strength
from this. Some guy come rushing -- have you seen this poll, or
people don't feel this way or feel that way. Do your very, very best
-- give it your all. And have a lot of faith. And that's what you
get from a wonderful family.

Q Just because you mentioned it, you said, remember
camp David. Was there a particular incident in Camp David during the
war?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, no, there were -- I mean, there were
planning ahead of time when we had all the generals up there,
including the now-famous Norm Schwarzkopf. But I was thinking of the
-- just before we committed the forces to battle.

Q Terrible.
THE PRESIDENT: It was kind of emotional.

MRS. BUSH: Well, and telephone calls. You know, that
coalition didn't just happen. It happened because George Bush stayed
on the phone night and day. I mean, we'd awaken at 6:00 a.m. in the
morning to "Bonjour Francois." And at night we'd go to bed to the
other side of the world where George kept those 27 or 29 coalition

THE PRESIDENT: I think the human part of it, when a
President has to make a very tough decision to send somebody's sons
and daughters into battle, that is not an easy moment. Nobody knew
exactly how well it was going to go. It was there then, it was there
to some degree in Panama.

But, again, I'm not asking for any sympathy about ite I
was just saying it was a very moving time. I mean, a very moving
time for us as husband and wife.

Q Mr. President, I know you have a few other things

to do besides sit for this interview, and we appreciate the time
you've given us. And we're going to talk to your absolutely better

half.
THE PRESIDENT: Am I being thrown out?
Q Well, if you want to take it that way.
THE PRESIDENT: Am I being -- all right.
Q Thank you, sir, for being with us.

THE PRESIDENT: Good to see you. Good to see you,
Barbara -- Barbaras -- Barbara squared. Barbara squared.

All right, I'll go around this way.

MRS. BUSH: He could have gone weeks without saying
Barbara squared.

THE PRESIDENT: Say something nice, Bar.

MRS. BUSH: Well, I've said everything good I know about
you.
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Now, you can.-- now we'll really talk.

Mgﬁ. BUSH: Now3i}higoing to tell her the real truth.
S S

Q t Mrs. Bush, .we-asked the President what he thought
went wrong in jyst this past year.t .But the magazine, U.S. News and
World Report, quotes friends of ‘yours as saying that you realized far
earlier than the President's advigers --

MRS. BUSH: Spare me my --
Q -- the public was dissatisfied with the status quo.

MRS. BUSH: I don't believe that's true at all, you
know, when you have five people who do nothing but badger the
President. I mean, we know all the Democrats =-- more than five,
maybe -- and the Republican doing nothing but talking day after day
after day about how awful George Bush was, plus a little help from
the media, plus George being the only one who had a full-time job. I
think it's pretty hard to expect people not to begin to feel badly
about George.

Q The Republicans? You think his own party's --

MRS. BUSH: Well, certainly he had an opponent, Barbara.
His opponent -- speak well of him.

Q Mr. Buchanan, yes.

MRS. BUSH: And there were a lot of -- that kind of
thing going on for a long, long time. I think the Democrats had at
least five candidates, and we had two. So there were six against
one.

Q So you think it was more than the economy?

MRS. BUSH: I think the economy had an enormous amount
to do with it; I would never argue with that. But, you know, exports
have gone up 70 percent now? I mean, all the things are coming back.

You ought to talk to Mrs. Yeltsin and people from
foreign countries. They say, why are Americans wringing their hands?
Things are coming back. You're so much better off than we are. Or,
peace is expensive. And that's true. We've done these wonderful
things, but we've brought home hundreds of thousands of soldiers that
-- put back to work, men and women. We've closed down plants that
have to -- because they were for military defense.

Peace is not cheap. But our economy is coming back.
It's okay.

Q How do you know all of the statistics?

MRS. BUSH: Well, because I've been out on the campaign

trail for George Bush. Contrary to what you read about me, I have
been out on the campaign trail. And I don't know all the statistics,

but I also listen, and I read.
Q How much will you be campaigning?

. MRS. BUSH: As much as they ask me. I mean, I'm so
proud to campaign for George that I would go anyplace, anytime for
him. And I do a lot of campaigning for candidates -- men and women.
And, you know, we have wonderful women running this year. I don't
want anyone to discount the women we have running for state offices,
and all the way up and down the line.
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%Q:“ you know, it's interesting -- but last week, almost
for the firséﬁﬁime, you were criticized in two magazines.

’

e %
MRS, BUSH: Imagine! 'Tucky me.

% S S
Q . Home free. Poeby

N

MRS. BUSH: This is &campaign year.

Q New Republic writes that you are the most political
of recent first ladies and the least criticized. And Newsweek
Magazine said that you have influence when it comes to appointments.

MRS. BUSH: I love that. And I'm going to take credit
for Louis Sullivan, although I didn't =-- I shouldn't get it, but I'm
more than willing. I think he's a superb Secretary of Health and

Human Services.

But guess who introduced me to Louis Sullivan? George
Bush.

Q And then you pushed to have him --

MRS. BUSH: No, I did not. But I want to take credit
for it, anyway, because it's such a good appointment. But, no, I
didn't. George knew Louis Sullivan long before I ever laid my eyes
on him. Then I worked on his board and saw what a superb president
he was of Morehouse School of Medicine. But I did that because
George said Lou Sullivan's a great guy and this would be a board
you'd be proud to be on. And then when it came time to look for a
good Secretary of Health and Human Services, he never asked me a

word.

Q Do you have influence on your husband when it comes
to appointments?

MRS. BUSH: No.
Q Hiring or firing?

MRS. BUSH: No. And he's never fired a living human
that I know of. But in any case, had he, it had nothing to do with

me.

Q All right -- not firing, but hoping that they might
resign?

MRS. BUSH: VYou're talking about John Sununu, who I
adored, and still adore.

Q It was said that you wanted him out.

MRS. BUSH: I know what was said. I did not want him
out. I love John Sununu and I love his wife, and they know it -- I
guess that's what counts. But, no.

You know, George Bush doesa't need someone to tell him
what to do. And that, maybe, is one of the things you ought to know
about George. He makes up his own mind.

Q How do you explain the phenomenon of Ross Perot?

MRS. BUSH: I don't even think about him, to tell you
the honest truth. I really don't. I have to confess that I maybe
feel slightly stronger than George does about investigating. I'm not
quite sure what I think, but --=

Q Investigating your husband?
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ﬁis;jBUSH: Yes -- and my boys. I'm not sure if I feel
outraged, or violated. I feel.slightly violated. I don't feel like
that should sqitﬁbf happen in America. But in any case, I think it's
bizarre -- you know, particularly for someone who did come and spend
the day with usiand for someone.wha, at one time not too long ago,
offered George a big job. I xthink it a little strange.

v
Q As what?

MRS. BUSH: Well, you'll have to ask George, I don't
know. But he did when he left government.

Q Well, you must know a little bit about it. Wwhat
kind of a job did Ross Perot --

MRS. BUSH: Well, he didn't even consider it. I think
it was to head his oil company or something.

Q Ross Perot asked George Bush to come and work for
him?

MRS. BUSH: And what I'm wondering is, maybe people
don't say no to Ross Perot, and maybe that's why he feels this way.

Q And George Bush said no, I will not take a job
working for you?

MRS. BUSH: Well, he was offered a lot of jobs when he
left government -- you remember in 1976, or '77.

Q And one of them was with Ross Perot? And he said
no?

MRS. BUSH: He said no.
Q Why?

MRS. BUSH: Well, because he didn't want to do that. He
had many other jobs that he did do. You remember, he went and worked
for a bank and he did some other things. Served on some boards. I
don't know why he turned down =-- he turned down a lot of jobs. I'm
not saying =-- but he did turn down one. It seems very funny to me
that someone who you were friends with would investigate you. I
can't imagine. It's bizarre.

Q Mrs. Quayle has said that Ross Perot is trying to
buy the presidency. Do you agree?

MRS. BUSH: Until Sunday I really hardly thought about
him, because I think George is going to be the next president. He
ought to be the next president.

Q You mean, until you've read about the
investigation? :

MRS. BUSH: Then I thought about him a little bit; I'll
confess.

Q Mrs. Bush, there is a feeling that you don't
totally agree with your husband when it comes to abortion. Where
does that belief come from that you have a somewhat different view?

MRS. BUSH: Well, I don't know exactly. But I've never
talked about that, and I'm not going to talk about it now. And, you
know, I would like to say, I know there's a feeling that George
changed his mind. He didn't change his mind. He has always, as he
said, worked for family planning, and we worked for Planned
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Parenthood uﬁti} they got into the abortion thing. But he hadn't
changed his minq."ﬂe'd love to, I guess, if you want to be
political. But he, can't because ithat's what he believes. 1It's like
saying don't hélieve in God to George. He believes that. I don't
doubt his beliefs. And I'm nat going to talk about what I believe.

s B U o
Q ~ Why won't you--- I mean, why --

R

MRS. BUSH: =-- I'm not running for President.

Q Yes, but he --
MRS. BUSH: I have backed George 100 percent.
Q Okay. So that's it then, isn't it?

MRS. BUSH: That means I back George 100 percent. Does
that mean I agree with him? Of course, I don't agree with him on
everything. But I'm not going to tell you what I do and what I don't
because it's the differences that you would highlight, not the things
I agree with him on. And I agree with him on all the basic things
that count.

_ Q It's quite common for families to disagree. Is the
disagreement within your family? Can you tell us that? I won't ask
who, I won't ask names.

MRS. BUSH: I'm not -- I'm not going to answer that.
Q Okay.

MRS. BUSH: And we've got a great family. And all of
them support George; that's what counts. Oh, Lord, do they. I mean,
they are wonderful.

Q Do you think that there's too much emphasis these
days on the private lives of politicians?

MRS. BUSH: Yes, I really do.
Q Where does one draw the line?
MRS. BUSH: Maybe at the truth.

Q Well, but it's sometimes hard to know the truth.
And there's been so much of that. We certainly have seen it in Mr.
Clinton's campaign.

MRS. BUSH: It was ugly. I don't think that's
important. I think what's important is what he believes.

Q Vice President Quayle disapproves of one-parent
families. But the --

MRS. BUSH: I don't think that was true. I don't think
he really knew the story for starters.

Q Well, it's what he -- you know, it's how the whole
Murphy Brown thing began. And then people said, but, look, if an
unmarried woman is pregnant, her choice is to be a single parent or
to have an abortion. And there's the paradox.

MRS. BUSH: Well, the Vice President, along with the
President and I, have never seen Murphy Brown, or hadn't at that
time. But I think what he was thinking is -- I do spend a lot of my
time in the private sector doing teenage, young -- just this week I
went to something that Elaine Bennett has started, called "Best
Friends," which is fabulous, which is talking to teenage girls and
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telling themﬁtq_ab;tain and to.get through school and we'll help you.
and it's a loﬁ«gf’mentoring and .arm-hugging.
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T&§g>i go to places‘where I see a lot of teenage mothers
who are not finishing high school.who have been into drugs and who
have problems. I think those:gjirlisvare just locking themselves into
a life of welfare and poverty. 'So I think what he was thinking is,
we should be helping these young women. We shouldn't be setting
examples. Now, Murphy Brown, I modestly say, being a very famous TV

commentator, probably makes a million dollars a year. She's going to

have a nanny. She's going to -- she has all those things. And she
probably has a lot of love in her heart -- who knows? But what we're
saying --

Q -- in the fictional --

MRS. BUSH: In the fictional series. Well, maybe in
real life, too. But what we're saying is, don't cut out grandparents
and aunts and uncles and that support system. And certainly don't
cut a man out of your life. If you can't help it, that's one thing.
But don't just start out. We're saying to a 13- and 14- and 15-
year-old little girls, don't start out saying I don't need, because
the little kid does need a family. Whether it's the satellite, or
whatever they call those new families, that's fine. But just make
sure that you're not also saying to yourself, I can never grow up to
be a TV commentator or announcer or whatever it is. You've got to
finish school. You've got to learn to speak well. You've got to
feel confident. You've got to stay off drugs. That's all I think
the Vice President was talking about.

Q Don't make it seem glamorous to be a single parent.

MRS. BUSH: Right =-- that's all. I think that's what he
was talking about.

Q There's a lot of problems that -- that you think
that's what it is.

MRS. BUSH: There are lot of problems that go with it.
And a lot of good people, like Oprah, and a lot of good people
are working hard, saying, ,stick with us, get through school. Let's
get -- and then you'll have strong, healthy, well-taken care of
children. That's all. Murphy Brown was not a great example, I
guess, because none of us have ever seen her.

Q Have you since?

MRS. BUSH: No. But I've since read they replayed the
scene, and she opted not to have an abortion. But she could afford
all those lovely things.

Q Do you and the President watch television? 1If so,
what -- besides news? We know you watch every news program.

MRS. BUSH: I don't, but George does watch quite a few.
But we watch the top of the news at night. Yes, we do watch. We
watch -- we watch a lot of sports. Since I've taken up golf now, I'm
fantasizing on the golf course every Saturday and Sunday. And we
watch Murder, She Wrote sometimes. But we're very rarely home for
it. But we do watch that sometimes.

Q What were your feelings watching or reading the
Clarence Thomas hearings?

MRS. BUSH: Well, I know Clarence Thomas. And I know
people who worked with him for years. John Ashcroft, the Governor of
Missouri, told me that he was in a tiny little office with him with
three other -- he and three other men -- for two years. He said he
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never heard ﬁiﬁ_saz a filthy word. He never heard him say anything
suggestive. %m;I went into it, .I confess, believing 100 percent in
Clarence Thomas.: And I came out ’of it believing 100 percent in
Clarence Thomas&i.  “And I think what:we did to him was absolutely
outrageous. All of that should have been done quietly, not as a
circus on publig¢ television. I'maibig Clarence Thomas and Virginia
Thomas fan. ooy
Ty
Q You do not believe Professor Hill.

MRS. BUSH: No, and I'm sad about that. But I don't
think she should have been subjected to all of that, honestly.

Q Mrs. Bush, Hillary Clinton said -- she may be
sorry, but she said: "I suppose I could have stayed home, baked
cookies, and had tea, but I decided to fulfill ty profession." Now
you have gone the other route -- stayed home, cared for your -
children, your husband, and put your children and your husband first.
What do you --

MRS. BUSH: Well, I have put my children and my husband
first. But I also have raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for
charitable things. I was lucky enough --

Q But you didn't get a -- you didn't go out and get a
job --

MRS. BUSH: Well, I was lucky enough because I had a
husband who could support me. But I didn't just sit home and bake
cookies. I wrote a book that raised, as we all know, almost a
million dollars for charity. In fact, I've written two books. 1I've
spent my life being very lucky. I think I'm the elitist you're
talking about, because I had a husband who made it possible for me to
stay home and go to baseball games and take care of my children. But
I also have spent a lot of my life doing -- helping others. That
sounds so smug and horrible, but I feel a little put down when
someone says you stayed home and just raised your children.

Q Is there anything wrong with staying home and
raising your children and maybe even baking cookies?

MRS. BUSH: Not if you're -- all those things are good.
But you've got to do for others, too. I think that's one of the big
things George has done for this country is he's made us realize we
can make a difference. I mean, I see programs daily where people
give two hours a week -- Martha's Table, where Mrs. Yeltsin and I
went. They have 70 volunteers a day. That's how they feed 900
people, tutor adults and take care of children. Those people give
two hours a day. It think that's important. I don't mean they do
every day, but maybe two hours a week. But they give. I think
everybody has something to give and everybody should give something.

Q It interests me that you feel put down when --
MRS. BUSH: A little bit.

Q -- you just stay home and take care of children -
MRS. BUSH: Just is the word.

Q It's the just.

MRS. BUSH: It's the just.

Q Like there's something bad about that. Because a
lot of women are just doing =-- raising their children.
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YMRS. BUSH: And they should be. And that's great
because that's their first priority.- I believe if you have children,
if you opt to‘have children,.by’darn, you ought to take care of them.
They're the mast ~valuable --‘'nat only selfishly, but just for your
country, for all of us. It*s-a ireal responsibility. Hawving said
that, I also think because our country needs us now that we've got to
help others. I really feel =— I've always felt that about it. I was

brought up that way. .Uy

Q What do you think has been your greatest
accomplishment? Your number one accomplishment, if you can point
your finger on it, and the biggest disappointment?

MRS. BUSH: Well, I'm very practical. I don't ever
spend time worrying about my biggest disappointment. I don't think
I've had one. It's been painful. I mean, I'm not going to kid you
about that. It's been an extraordinarily high, thrilling, exciting,
wonderful time. But it has been painful. I mean, our children have
been hurt. I know that.

Q Is that the toughest part --

MRS. BUSH: -- by far the toughest part. But, I mean, I
have to confess I'm thinking I had a great father. And if I said to
him one day, you know, I wrote a book that almost raised a million
dollars and gave it away, he might have said, that's your greatest
accomplishment. He might have. I mean, he'd never have bought it,
I'll tell you that.

Q In an interview sometime back, you talked about
having a severe depression when you -- ’

MRS. BUSH: Not severe.

Q Well, depression --

MRS. BUSH: I had a depression when --
Q -- when you came back from China.

MRS. BUSH: Because I suddenly wasn't -- my children
were all gone, and I had been such a part of George's life in China.
I mean, we were together every single minute. I probably missed him.
But then he took on a job that I couldn't share in as much because I
can't keep a secret -- everybody knows that. If I know it, I'm going
to tell it. And it was very brief, but I'm glad I had it. 1It's sort
of like I'm glad I got into tear gas. I think it makes you more
understanding of other people. I worked my way out of it. And I was
lucky. But I now know I would say to people, for heaven's sake, go
see your doctor. They know how to cope with those things. I didn't.

But it took about six months. And now I'm -- as I say, I'm sort of
glad I had it, because now it tells me that other people really
suffer. I mean, not just partially -- and I think William Styron's

book sort of tells you a little bit about that. And it's good for
you to know that other people really need you.

Q Do you get depressed now?

MRS. BUSH: None. Absolutely not. I never had it
again. I rather suspect it might have been my age, too, Barbara --
might have.

Q But physical problems you've had the past four
years -- has that been very difficult?

MRS. BUSH: They've been so minor --

Q The eyes?
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S. BUSH: -- I'm so used to it now. I am seeing

single, looking:at you now. 'Buth see double quite a lot. But I
feel great. YXou~know, I ride my bike every morning and I did this

morning. t RO =
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MRS. BUSH: Well, I didn't swim this morning because my
wonderful people who helped me say you get a mask mark on your face
-- please don't do that today -- television.

i
Q Swim? ®

Q But you swim --
MRS. BUSH: A mile.

Q You swim every day in the pool, which is just -
behind us.

MRS. BUSH: Yes. I rode the bike an hour this
morning -- with a book.

Q Put me to shame.

You keep a diary.

MRS. BUSH: Daily.

Q on the computer?

MRS. BUSH: Yes.

Q You know how to use a computer?
MRS. BUSH: Yes.

Q I am impressed.

MRS. BUSH: I love it. And I'm actually putting my old
diaries on it, which is sort of fun because when you think things are
bad this year, I'm now putting 1968 on my computer. That was a
terrible year for America; I mean terrible year. We had
assassinations.

Do you remember that year?
Q I do when you mention it.

MRS. BUSH: It was a terrible -- I mean, I'd forgotten
what a year it was.

Q It was the worst -- well, the whole '60s. You
remember schools closed --

MRS. BUSH: Well, but the -- '68 was -- Kent State

happened. I mean, '68 was -- well, I don't know if you remember, but
in 1968, we started the year with -- practically by the President
announcing he was not going to run for reelection -- President
Johnson.

Q Johnson.

MRS. BUSH: And we had the people's march on Washington.
It rained for 40 days and 40 nights. And they got bogged down. And
we had -- Martin Luther King was killed and we had riots in
Washington. My car was rocked on a bridge one time. And, oh, I was
so scared. I mean, feelings were terrible. People had very vulgar
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words writteﬁ,ép their shirts. - And then Bobby Kennedy was killed.
We had a terrih;e year. It was.an election year.

RE@pﬁ“t know if you'remember, but I look at those years
and say, look, always you're.goihg to have problems. And just be
prayerful; you Rave a great man,like George Bush to help you get out
of them. ' AR

RS
Q Looking back over these past years since your
husband has been President, as I say this, what has been the happiest
memory? What pops into your mind?

MRS. BUSH: Well, I think -- you know, we went through
all those weeks of body bags == 50,000 body bags and all those
things. The 100-hour war had to be -- I mean, that was a very big
high for me because like -- I mean, I've lived with George and
watched how able and steady he was. But he hated having those
American young men and women over there. So that was a great time.
There's no question about that.

Q What was your husband's finest hour?

MRS. BUSH: I think pulling -- I think George Bush has
changed the world. I think pulling all those other countries, making
a U.N. coalition. This was not our war. This was a war by 27 or 29
countries and the United Nations backed. I think he's changed the
world because now one aggressor will not dare go into another country
because they know the United Nations will stand up for the country
that's been invaded.

Q I have one last question =-- I going to wait until
this is done.

MRS. BUSH: These airplanes are coming --

Q I know it. I'm looking at this as though, what is
this == 12:00 p.m. shuttle.

Mrs. Bush, last week you were kind enough to invite me
to a luncheon for Mrs. Yeltsin. And I said, what should I ask your
husband? And you said, ask him why he wants to be President. Now I
know I'm giving you such a nice softball, but why should George Bush

be reelected =--

MRS. BUSH: Should I wait until after the airplane --

Q Mrs. Bush, why should George Bush be reelected to
another four years as President?

MRS. BUSH: Well, I'm tempted to say because the
alternate choice is so bad, but I won't say that. I'm probably the
person who knows George Bush best in the world. And I would say
because he has those qualities of decency and honesty and he's wise,
caring. He's stable. I put that as -- I can't tell you how much
that's impressed me about him is that he stays absolutely the same.
He's not volatible. He doesn't shoot from the hip. He doesn't do
what's always the popular thing. He just does what's right. And I
think that more than qualifies him. He's been a businessman. He's
served his country in so many ways. But I think maybe the best part
is the fact that his personality, his makeup is such that it makes
him a perfect candidate for President. He's a proven candidate.

Q Well, I know who you're going to vote for.
MRS. BUSH: You're darned right.

Q Thank you for being with us.
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