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Louts BAGGER.

Pk LOUIS BAGGER & CO.,

%é[icii‘@uvﬁ of Xmevivan and Foveign Patents,

A IN D

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW,

Office: Le Droit Building, opposite Main Entrance to U. 8. Patent Office,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

PPLICATION FOR LITTERS PRTENT

AUGUST PETERSON.

I.—PETITION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY.

To the %ﬁanﬂmhle Gommigzioney of Latents:

Your Petitioner, é/&/ﬂéajf/ /‘é?/ QM CM{A
pray A that Letters Patent may be g‘ranted to . .5 'éw :

resident 0}_‘f

G s e p e r—————

for the improvement in - JMW %&MM CQMWC@

set forth in the annexed specification; vesting m%WU _____________ and j_i_og_ legal
representatives, the exclusive right of the same, wpon the terms and conditions ex-
pressed in the act of Congress in that case ma,d,e and provided.

And further pray L that yow will recognize LOUIS BAGGER and AUGUST
PETERSON, can%ﬁng the firm of LOUIS BAGGER & CO., of Washing-
ton, D. C., a.s.._..._......,..___.f.:..).________._,.Attorneys, with full power of substitution and revocation, to
prosecute this application, to make alterations and amendments therein, to receive the
Patent, and transact all business in the Patent Office connected therewith.

e T

IIL.—SPECIFICATION.

To all whoem it may concern.

/Be it lenowrny t/ﬁ;Z j i Cﬂ/L

and State of ... Oj’{/kmﬁ Wﬂ-) have invented certain new and wuseful

do hereby decZare that the folZowm:ﬁ is a fwll “clear.and exact descrip-
tion thereof, which will enable others skilled in ihe art to which it appertains to malke
and use the sames reference being had to the accompanying drawings, which form
« part of this specification, wndnin whiek:

in the Goun-z‘y of =
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zmpr ovem
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i/My invention relates to improvements in ctringed musi-
cél instruments, which in some degree combinsstiie charac-
teristics of a mandolin and a harp, and which I term a manﬁof
lin-harp.

- The object of the invention is to provide a misical in-
strument of the above character in which the volume of
sound will be inereased, greater strength be imparted to
the structure and the tone and quality of the instrument
be improved.
~%;The invention consists in the novel construction and com-
bination of parts hereinafter fully described and claimed.
¢ In the accompanying drawing£H

Figure 1 is a top or plan view of a mandolin-harp con-
structed in accordance with my inventionf)

Figmre.2 is a similar view, the sounding board bein§
removed, showing the rim, the neck and the head being made
inbggral in one piecefo)- v

:”Figure,S is a cross section on the line x-x, Figure 1Y
showing the perforated braces for strengthening the in-

strument.

" In the said drawing% the reference-numeral 1 designates

. Y
the body and 2 a curved extension amé prolongation - 4

s

]

on the left or upper side thereof. :'3>the neck provided



7~

9-u4,l/9€'

1

1

with the usual finger-board 4,frets 5, head 8, and kevs 7.
The numeral 8 designates the teil piece;9, the bridge.
. Qfln constructing the instrument, I procssd as follows:
I first saw, or otherwise produce out of a suitable piece
3. ». 6
or block of wood ’c,hejt e » head ;g&and the rim
consisting of two seetions 12 and 13, all of which are made

intepral wiil ool oblhoey

—
"The said rim ssctions extend from the left upper end of

i

b\

the head, rearwardly therefpom to form the extension 2™ and

t
}

body 1;'f;é séid'riﬁifollowing the configuration shown in
the drawing, forming the curvsd P FAEN R W abD depres -
ions 16 and 17, the latter of which forms a support for ii.-

instrument resting upon the kneeg of the player. The bot-

- tom 18,and sounding board have their edges curved to con-

form to the configuration of the rim, and are secured
thereﬁo, as usual. The sounding board at a point in<front

of the bridge, and also in khe‘extension or prolopgati

is formed with sound openings, 19 The neok
tﬁ the curved front of the n the »usual manner, and
the head beipg-formed integral with the rim sections, the

s braced and stréngthened, there being no liability

- of dbs breaking at its point of junetion with the body
“which is always the weakest point in instruments of this
character or deseription.

&%_Locabed at suitable points in the body and extension are

braces 20, consisting of thin strips of wood formed with

(8)

perforations 2, so as not to obstruet the sound waves.

_ n
& M&;{ y

s



t%&By forming the body with the extengion or prolongation,
as desceribed, the volume of sound is increased, and the
tone of the instruﬁénf improved in quality. Tha necK,
head, and rim, being made in a single piece or inteeral,
the instrument is-greatly strengthened,.whersby it is ren-

dered more durable in use.



djﬁaying thus fully deseribed my invention, what I claim

=

/u( f |~
S ™ deseribped, the combination with the body, of the curved.ex-

Wonoh, .w/;{

The stringed musical instrument, of the character

tension or prolongation thereof, having a sound opening

therein, Xubstentially as described.

2. In a\ stringed musical instrument the combination
with the body ¥nd the neck and head comnected therewith,
of the curved extension or prolongation having a sound open-
ing therein and idg front end connected with said head,

substantially as dederibed.

3. In a stringed Wisical instrument of the character

descfibed, the combinatiyn with the body, and the extension
- or prolongation thereof, of the neck, the head and the rim
all made inteeral or in one

iece, substantially as de-

seribed.

»

-

4, In a misical instrument the character described,
the combination with the body, end \the prolongation and ex-

tension thereof , of the perforated Bracss, substentially

as deseribed.
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Ix TEsTIMONY that (.~ _claim the foregoing as

have hereunto ajffixed %?f ___signature in presence of two Wwitnesses.

)

ﬁ-/"f{v* -' W - éém e, 76 \%ZM

Two Witnesses.
I:Flﬂlﬂl’.l Full Name.
— ‘—'—w

III.—OATH.

he agmai?etatwner , citizen of % M gm and resident of
...... in the County of@mtémand State of

WM/&‘MM being duly sworn (affirmed,) deposedand saydthat
verily be!%}eﬁ,

the improvement in_ £

patented to . riteritdets

any country

that the same has not to_ 72t knowledge been in public use or on sale in the United

States for more than two years prior to this application, and.__ \“ff&/_d% not know

and do_sgnot believe that the same was ever before kenown or used prior to his inven-

tion thereof. . _ 7 .,

»

@Invcnlor's full
= name.

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this. \.\ﬁn_day of \ s

b:gnaturc of Notary, |.

oam s~— A. D. 1895

'ABSOLUTELY |

NECESSARY

“[Oicial character.]

" READ THE FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS. “&x

In executing these documents, all names must be written out in full, in a PLAIN, LEGiBLE HAND; no abbreviations are permitted. Sign the
names just over the places indicated in fine print. The OaTH is admlnlstered in the United States, by a Notary Public or Justice of the Peace, who
must affix his official signature and seal, or, if he has none, a certificate of the Clerk of the County Court that he is duly qualified to administer

oaths, must accompany the papers, If the mventor restdes in, or is a citizen of, the Dominion of Canada, oNLY A NoTARY PUBLIC and NOT a
Justice of the Peace, can administer the oath.

The papers, as soon as properly signed and executed, should be returned at once to

LOUIS BAGGER & CO,,

Solicitors of Patents,
Le Droit Building, Washington, D, C,
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m Y 208" In the @. S. Patent Offce.

b B Koo j — 8

o Smb,% TTER OF THE
APPICATION OF

Petition, Oath, Specification
= and Power of Attormey.

LOUIS BAGGER & CO.,
£ i : ~ Attorneys and Solicitors of Palepts,

OFFICE, LE D®R0iT BUILDING,

Opposite Main Entrance to U. S. Patent Office,

/A _ i . WASHINGZON, D. C.
j - . Printed by Louis Bagger & Co., Solicitors of Patents, Washington, D. n.n
B 2 |
__ i = .“. _

™ o [y |



Al communioations should be addressea o
“The Commissioner of Patents,

b DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, ¥ MAR 14 1806 ¢

BT, o/
o @() %Z;ﬁ/ '/ﬁ/f’// &Z./ﬂﬁ/ F &I =

271895,

Cleude @ Bgpkins, | Stringed lusical Instru=
?'o L, Bagger & Co., ments, '

City.

Teb, N& W& 539,040,

217.

Claims 1 an@ 2 are réejected on the patent to Birrer,
m&;??ﬁ, April 24, 18944 (lMusie¢; Banjos & Guitars).

Claim 3 ig ppjegted upon the same, an@ the patent to
m #500 231, June 27, 1893, (same class),

Claim #£ is rejecoked oh thé phtent 34 Birrer, and on

that to Durand, #72,824, Deg, 31, 1867, {Music: Harps).
o %Jﬁ)‘ ' Qg}x Qab}( fgu e,

Examiner. _



Serial No. 53777 Paper No. /

~ REJECTION,
Dated @A&\n\‘ \N\ 189 4.

Frotrin ¥



§32 090

D WITNESSES;

-

INVYENTOR" )

=,

PN A

7
79



8erial N0.537 090 Paper No.

Blw Goik

Filed Zlasr. 20" 1895

OB Gt

0. §. PATENT OFRICR,

fAR 20 1895

DIVISION V.




Room,.g(ﬂ_’z_.h_

LOUIS BAGGER.
AUGUST PETERSON.

OrrickE or LOUIS BAGGER & CO,,

SOLIGITORS OF PAMENTS AND GOUNSELLORS AT L(AW,

Le DrRoOIT BUILDING, OPPOSITE U. S. PATENT OFFICE.

| WWaafri nglon, 9. &, 92’7 Pk 2P > 3 189 LjT_
(&) ﬁ é ﬁﬁ/?_’f 2/ f/{ — ] Fifed

]
o te . 20 189e) L

|
Y, ; : : ] . -
31”13'[: Y\ .//le?. 1 ?1 A 7274..(4’_{} il %PMAW“"J Qer. MNo. fjb’?— 174 S‘O !
At eceds,
Bo the Honorable Commissioner of Batents:
[ I Siz —dn the malber of the above-entitled axppl’i,c.a-ti,on foz Letters

‘%al-‘cul’-, e ‘rl-c‘:'c'&lé @aapcotft-b-”iﬂ, amend Fhe &peoi‘ﬁca{lii,on as t:ol’l)owo:

(g"( e A A_{ 2l e« z.-»z,'(ij Q.{,{:) :(/L-c:d TN

.
Sut A

F

(/{f r Rl e Ge A At zeeee onle veeeAbaviai g_,(,f/%)

(y/( L B4 _j)-f--( ,r o B 22 0’?_..4 ORI ﬁefg_,z,. .60 o(x/ ;/04_4_1,,, e oA~

‘l,(,(_: e X o execsoof _-{"af(!.) Getyg g exw foerte atc , st

](;’ "2/(7/-44--4-’} (6> OFEEPE -(' ? LtedA e e agr'a,x ¢ f;(u_} €< c.(.)d',

/4 L ¢ (2,/&21?.4 y f et <4 ¢ Cles capfCtrtarott ; !/2,{_.‘/)4 cte A
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»

/ J , .
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/ﬂ/‘( Htocl -Lir ccr et A f(--f—l(ﬁ Olb‘f:) Qﬁ eted e o ,L\/-{/_ 4 o (;(_.:f

'f'e'd“'("u-”?’? R R é%&:ﬁ-—-v /Cf/ﬁd “r £+ ( A eex

|(’///( Vi (ff__,.()__.f__.c &= i Cr gt e Lo oA 4’ Ele s vt e o S,

~

lee €4 AL C{.OL ,c,,_,t,e;},,_, ol e et K, 0t oA
(/< L Vi ,o/{; ./24,_«—-0 -7. e ol cet e A P e .4}_' (l/é-_-’ﬁfbtzbf---f (7'»0
- A
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. Amendment. {{
Filed an. 26" 189 5.

b H onihonie

1. S, PATENT OFFICR,
" MAR 26 1895 " =
DIVISION V. S




Al communications shﬂz Rddresscd ta
““The Commissioner of Patents,

Washington, D. C.” DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

wide Ybed Fiotes @W@

Apri » 1895.
!D L. Baggtl' & CO.y

ci ty.

for "Stringed Nusical Instruments", filed Feb., 20, 1895,

#539,040.

Case recons idered as amended the 26th ultimo.

The ¢laims are deemecd to be devoid of paten table
novelty in view of the state of the art as indicated by the refer-
ences. The mere location of the sound hole to the best advantag..
is a matter too obvious to constitute more than the exercise of
ordinary judgment. The neck plece with apertures for tuning
pegs and frets is but that of the ordinary guitar.

The e¢laims are rejected.

= ~7
e~

4

/L,d 7 \ 7 22
Az ;/;mz;m/v
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LOUIE BAGGER.
AUGUST PETERSON.

Orrice or LOUIS BAGGER & CO,,

SOLIGITORS OF PAMENTS AND GOUNSELLORS AM LAW,

Le DROIT BuiLDING, OPPOSITE U, S. PATENT OFFICE.

Washington, D. e, Q/b(-‘(_;e_; Z 189ef_,
)

%/ Qe 26 C&adﬂw Filed

| l ff/\w 20 ISQ:JT

| %
Jimp't v»é//,éWQJC( PPl ect il /gwj?rau.«u,ai?} Ser. Mo 537 O¥0O.
Vo the Honorable Commissioner of Datentds: |

Siz:—3In the matter of the above-entitled application for Leffezs
Qatent, we heveby vespeckfully amend the specification as folfows:

é"( 2. L&L Cj Clte—itd Ginx o D =1

&
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X

|

| e 2 - . f .
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e i eexdd of Pacd ewoleewsrort/
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APR 15 1895
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Alh sommunioations should be addressaa 2o

"*The Commissioner Patents
Washington f = DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Claude H. ,Ga.skins.
%o L. Bagger & C0.,

City,

#5639,040, riled Feb. 20, 1895, for "Stringed lLusical Instruments",

Case examined as amended the 15th instant.
Claim 1 is deemed to involve no patentable nowvelty

over the recferences of record, and must aceordingly be rejected.
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Roomﬂ/7

' Géf:a,u ol imaaiy o,

LOUIS BAGGER.
AUGUST PETERSON,

Orricg or LOUIS BAGGER & CO,,

SOLIGIMORS OF PATENMTS AND GOUNSELLORS AT AW,

Le DROIT BUILDING, OPPOSITE U. S. PATENT OFFICE.

Washington, D. €, (lfsari 277 189S
£
/6ng cle ié é&b@/ﬁw l Filed

]
Gt wy YT

ath‘{? iw(Jf’M‘q&’d ;77/(/%{_&.62/6 MMW Ser. o "537- 7 %0
Vo the Honorable Comvimissioner oF Ratents -

Siz —dn the mabter of the above-entitled application f,oz Sotters

Rakent, we -fw,-r,c.fnj- mypo,c.l;ffwﬂf% amend the 5pui,f"1.oa,l'i.on as Foffom:

2/{49 by tetfeo e alble
@{/MW‘ %(a/umq /6_2.4:4.4 ,(’.xwd Ao Ot ey //J g —
,gl_/('/(,/(__cﬂﬁ',
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Serial 10. 839040 3cr No.©

Amendmant, -

Flied U4
)y,

0. S. PATENT OFFICE,

APR 80 1895
DIVISION V.
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217,

AT communications should be addressid to
“The Commissioner of Patehis.

Washington, D. C.” DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

%W/ @M’ @%d;ﬁ/ I@)%/‘(/]"ﬂd% it

Claude 1I.Gaskins,
c/b L.BRagger & Qo..

i

City.

#539,040; filed Peb.20,1895; for "Stringed WMusical Instruments”.

A 2 IR —

This case has been reconsidered as amended the 30th ultimo.

The claim may be allowed, but the specification needs cor-
rection in the following matters:

As indicated in Fig.2, it is the neck 3, not the finger-board,
which 1s made integral with the other parts, as stated in the

" second paragraph of page 3. In the third paragraph of page 3 it

is stated that "the neck is secured to the curved front of the
body in the usual manner®, while on page 4 it is stated that the

neck, head and rim are "made in a single plece or integral'.‘ Cor- -

" rection is accordingly necessary. ({ 8
o - e

/ L L( ,’h“"-—- = .
Examiner.
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fLoUIS BAGGER.
| AUGUST PETERSON,

Orrick oF LOUIS BAGGER & CO,,

SOLIGIMORS OF PATENTS AND GOUNSELLORS AM LAW,

Le DRoIT BUILDING, oPPOSITE U. S. PATENT OFFICE.
Washington, D. €, Vg e d S/ 189 .j-,-
]. Filed
| '
L Jet.. Do 1890~
(j/;/ffz/m ?;d WZ(MLLM &Q/WW% Sez. Mo. I 3? O¥0.

‘ Jmpl M

Vo the Honorable Commnissioner oF Ratents

I Siz —dn the matter oF the above-entitled a.ppl‘/i cation FO‘Z- Letters

x Ratent, we feveby zespectfully amend the specification as folfows:

Q//V’M,L. 15_: /C’)a.y,o 3, e e Lhs ”{W'gz/u boornct 4 &

"

IC?/M/J B Rt AR oD

rd

[ .
D[.C/Z’LA 7 /O agqw 3—: wrace o TK 2ok oAFRen

| .
llvéﬂau, 542?,(/2/&—“4/:/:? o AR "«(_}: Detcerndds ' o o /8,/

ipa(_f—//b 5, ctrr A de? wlﬂa «M-QA/C/ i M ;2/’

}@Q/&m f{’)a?&/, Ciart) W-—————* (’Lw‘q %OWW

,Ww?ﬂa,b waerk AEE %;100( arrdf (;.4-1447, &
|

@M‘a&‘w@

Cird QALO Cerret Cre /C_Agu_m;(}d s Cteexrs C!./ A e,

é w%ﬁé
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Cericl 110.58904 0 e Mo. §

Amendmant,

,e& 1305

Filed

1

U. S. PATENT OFFICE,

"N 1 1805
DIVISION V.
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1 (2—024.)
Issue Division. Serial Nﬁ ./4”

ATl ecommunications should be addressed to
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

“The C issi of Pat
Washington, D. C.”

Y, H s

Should you desire a change in the
fee.

before the payment of the fin

ate to your invention.

_____ /—- - e - % - - e - - e e
Fdedh_% _____ 2_. d_ _______ 3 18&%&:& examined and ALLOWED.

The final fee, Twenty Dollars, mu. paid, and the Letters Patent bear date as of a day noi later
than SIX MONTHS from the time of thigfaent notice of allowance.

If the final fee is not paid withirhat period the patent will be withheld, and your only relief will be
by a renewal of the application, wft@dditfoml fees, under the provisions of Section 4897, Revised Statutes.
The Qffice aims io deliver patenisaipon the day of their date, and on which their term begins to run ; but
to do this properly applicants wilybe expected to pay their final fees at least TWENTY DAYS prior to the
conclusion of the six monthsséllowed them by law. The printing, photalithographing, and engrossing of
the several patent parts, p#q}zratory to final signing and sealing, will consume the intervening time, and
such work will not be dongguntil after payment of the necessary fees.

When you send tjpdyinal fee you will also send, DISTINCTLY AND PLAINLY WRITTEN, the name
of the INVENTOR gnd TITLE OF INVENTION AS ABOVE GIVEN, DATE OF ALLOWANCE (which is
the date of this cr’§r ), DATE OF FILING, and, if assigned, the NAMES OF THE ASSIGNEES.

If you desifg~to have the patent issue to ASSIGNEES, an assignment containing a REQUEST to that
effect, iageiher.{mth the FEE for recording the same, must be filed in this Office on or before the date of
payment of fiail fee.

Addi; 1 copies of Specifications and Drawings will be charged for at the following rates: Single
(opies, :%gert.iﬁed, 10 cents each. The money should accompany the order.

~

Very respectfully,

Commissioner of Patents,

same, satisfactory reasons MUST be given therefor on

The within title is that given by the Examiner in charge, as most appro

m After allowance, and prior to payiment of the finul fee, applicants should carefully serutiniz:

the description to see that their statements and language are correet, as mistakes not
incurred through the faunlt of the office, and not affording legnl grounds for reissues, will not be cor-
rected after the delivery of the letters patent to the patentee or his agent.
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and Gazette Division. Serial No. fj 4%’

communications should be addressed t2
““The Commissioner of Patents, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington. D. C.”

Y, F st (e,
Washington, D, o/ e 7 g7

SIR:

—_—

and adain ALLOWED.

The final fee, TWENTY DOLLARS, in the above«entitled case

was recetved ... /Z-g' /7' _____

Very respectfully,

Commissioner of Patenis.
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FEE PAIﬁ’hT U S. PATENT OFFICE.

(Be eareful to give correct Serial No.)

-Seriml No. ﬁyééza, I87\.j_

INVENTOR:

NAME OF INVENTION, AS ALLOWED:

DATE OF PAYMENT:

Dew, 7 4RI
Ly

DATE OF FILING:
e - @@M b 0

DATL OF C‘IRCULAR oF ALLOWAL\CL

tere 7 ETI

The Commiasinna atents will please apply the
accompanying fee g ipdicated

b 6.

Attorn

SEND PATENT TO
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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

CLAUDE H. GASKINS, OF SHAMOKIN, PENNSYLVANTA.

STRINGED MUSICAL INSTRUMENT.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 552,116, dated December 31, 1895.
Application filed February 20, 1895, Berial No, 539,040, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern.

Be it known that I, CLAUDE H. GASKINS, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Shamokin, in the county of Northumber-
land and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Stringed Musical Instruments; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, which form a part of thisspeei-
fieation.

My invention relates to improvements in
stringed musiecal instruments, which in some
degree combines the characteristies of a man-
dolin and a harp, and which T term a “‘man-
dolin-harp.”

The object of the invention is to provide a
musieal instrument of the above characterin
which the volume of sound will be increased,
greater strength be imparted to the structure,
and the tone and quality of the instrument
be improved.

The invention consisfs in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts hereinaf-
ter fully desecribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a top or plan view of a mandolin-harp con-
strueted in accordance with my invention.
Fig. 2 is a similar view, the sounding-board
being removed, showing the rim, the neck
and the head being made integral in one
piece. Tig. 3 is a cross-section on the line
x, Fig. 1, showing the perforated braces for
strengthening the instrument.

In the said drawings, the reference-nu-
meral 1 designates the body and 2 a curved
extension or prolongation on the left or upper
side thereof; 3, the neck provided with the
usual finger-board 4, frets 5, head 6, and
keys 7.

The numeral 8 designates the tail-piece; 9,
the bridge.

In constructing the instrument, I proceed
as follows: I first saw or otherwise produce
out of a suitable piece or block of wood the
neck 3, head 6, and the rim consisting of two
sections 12 and 13, all of which are made in-
tegral. Thesaid rim-sections extend from the
left-hand upper end of the head, rearwardly

therefrom, to form the extension 2 and body
1, the said rim following the configuration
shown in the drawings, forming the curved
front 14, rear portion 15 and side depressions
16 and 17, the latter of which forms a sup-
port for the instrument resting upon the knee
of the player. The bottom 18 and sounding-
board have their edges curved to conform to
the configuration of the rim, and are secured
thereto, ag usual. The sounding-board at a
point in front of the bridge, and also in the
extension or prolongation, is formed with
sound-openings 19. The neck, heing formed
integral with the head and body, is braced
and strengthened, there being no liability of
its breaking at its point of junection with the
body, which is always the weakest point in
instruments of this character or deseription.

Located at suitable points in the body and
extension are braces 20, consisting of thin
strips of wood formed with perforations 21,
so as not to obstruet the sound-waves.

By forming the body with the extension or
prolongation, as described, the volume of
sound is increased and the tone of the in-
strument improved in quality. The neck,
head, and rim, being made in a single piece
orintegral, the instrumentis greatly strength-
ened, whereby it is rendered more durable in
use.

ITaving thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim is—

In a stringed musical instrument, the comn-
bination with the ecurved body rim, the curved
and tapering extension rim, and the neck,
united with said body rim and with the con-
tracted end of the said extension made inte-
gral therewith and formed with apertures in-
termediate said contracted end, and the body
rim, to receive the string keys, of the bottom
secured to said rims, the top secured to said,
rims provided with sound openings, and the
series of braces extending transversely across
the instrument and formed with sound open-
ings, substantially as desecribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

CLAUDE H. GASKINS.

Witnesses:

P. J. HORIGHTON,
AUGUST PETERSON.
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