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144-67-11

Mr. James M. Hinton, President

South Carolina State Conference of WAACP
P. 0. Box 1145

Columbia, South Careolina

Dear Mr. Hinton:

Thank you for your letber of January 9, 1046, setting
out the lmown ¢ircumstances surrounding the death of Letha
Belle Carter at Pine Island, South Carolina, on August 15, 19845.

I am giving very close attention to the facts submitted
by you to detemine if there is a violation of any federal
eriminal statute. As you no doudbt know the Federal Government's
Jurisdiction is limited under the Civil Rights Statute to
erimes comnitted under “color of law" that deprive a person
of some established federally secured right. By color of law
it is meant some claim or pretense of legal authority which
is apparently an element lacking in the subject case.

It is my present opinion therc¢fore that on the basis
of the facts submitted to date that the matter is wholly
within the jurisdiction of the state authorities. If there
are any further disclosures made to you in the case I will
appreciate your writing me.

Respectfully,

For the Attorney General

THERON L. CAUDLE
Assistant Attorney Ceneral

Chron,
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ly to your letter of Jan, 4,1946 the 8.C,
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etter of

E?_y;_JEITG Carter, born July 15,1928, wes the
augnuer o -qqn Carter ﬁau his wife, being second
dest of nine ildren, Shortly after noon on August 15,
5 she was by her mother to the home of an au
"1bo for the family supper an Was
t thirty minutes,

arrived home about five hours
railroad station porter at lyrtl
Tine Imlaqd Letha Belle had
to retur _ iming it to bﬁ dereliction of
he took a sme 5 Benjamin Frenklin, and went in

search OI D.er.

_ At the home of the aunt he learned the girl had
not tarried and when several o ther persons queried failed
to establish her wnprqu‘ugu, he and his son embarked
upon the trail Letha Belle was presumed to have taken
home, Finally, just before sundown, they arrived at e
place in the rewd which suggested 2 struggle had taken
place, Following a trail leading from it which suggested
sometning had been dreagged sway, they came upon the
dead body of Lethe Belle, lying face down with 2 vortion
or all of the head submerged under a pool of weter, the

t 0 the body resting on land,

At Conway, 14 miles north of Pine and the
seat of government for Horry county, cound; -' ciels

igsued a certificate attributing the deat O”PlpU“.
However, several persons, including the
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understood to have been detained, questioned and later relesged by
ofidcere., A coroner's jury held that Leths Belle Carter met deatn
nands of paruy or pertvies: unknoWn, g

In strictest of confidence, this office has obteined oral
from Dr, Peter C, Kelly &t Conway Who, for about two years has ac
police surgeon (ekaminer) for Horry, listing fects not disclosed in the
official death certificate, According to Dr, Kelly examination of the body
showed that both the left jew and neck had been broken, presumably by @
blow from the assasilent sufficient in force to cause death, Further 'exami-
nation revealed that the deceased had been criminally escaul ted, or at least
subjected to intercourse @ gemen discharge being found in her organ, & portion
of waich had drained to her underclothing, &ccountable for in the position
ner body had rested, There was slso 2 patch of blood on her underclo thing,

Dr, Kelly presumed the young woman to have beeén virgin and that she
dead or dying during the sexuel act, He further indicated that no
ex2mination of her lungs wes mede to determine the weter conient,

A wide spread report on Pine Islend is that on the alternocn of Aug,
15,1946 an unidentified white insurance agent, employed by the Public
Savings Life Insurance Company at Charleston, 5.C., working on Pine lslend
at the tvime, washed blood from his hends and person at a home on the
igslend, explaining he hed injured himself on & gless in his cer, Wnile this
information must be available to Horry county officers, it is understood thet
no effort was made to cuestion the man,

On October 13,1945 this office relayed its findinge to the Honorable
Rensome J. Williams, Governmor of South Caroline, recuesting a state investd-
g2 tion after Horry county authorities had failed to dispose of the matier,
o thig date nothing has come of the request nor, several subsecuent prom-
ices from his Honor, given during telephone conversations,

It may be information to you that meny of the fecte herein cited are

conclusions of lig jor Laerry E, Gaines, provost marshall at Fort Jackson,
S.C. who, on his own initiative conducted 2n investigation believed for the
purpose of determining whether or not the incident involved the government,
it having taken place close to the U,S, Army Air Base operating at that
time @ short distance from liyrtle Beach, This office is not familiar with
his findings, however, Also, some of the statements origineted with Nolan
Carter, father of the deceased who has sought without success to have the
death of his daughter disposed of fairly and juetly,

Please feel free to call upon this office for any aid it might be
able to contribute while disposing of the matter,

s li, Hinton, Presiden
.C. CONF, OF NAACP

P,S.: Inclosed is copy of @ letter to his Honor which is self

explanatory.
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W, Williams
on Leke lligsionary

South Cerolina
oat
(Letha)

the Kingst

Honorable Rénsome
sovernor of South Carolina

Columbia,
Board of
from

His Excellency:
xecutive
Baptist Association of Horry County has ordered me to write you
private detective

The
the findings in your investigation in the case of Lila
Belle Carter at Pine Islend, Horry County; and to ask if you think
a pr
white

services of
a

as to

it advisable
f Lila (Letha)

to
ano ther state,
her assailant would have been found by this time if every

secure the
Lhe Negroes of Horry County are deeply hurt over this
Belle Carter had been

to be put in Jjail,

case, They feel that i
girl, &
person in Horry County hed
We are holding another meeting February 12, We pre-
the utmost to bring the guilty perty or

pared to asc=ist you to
parties to justice,

We wish to assure you that we are not unmindful of
the many problems confronting you at this time, end we deeply
sympathize with you in the carrying out of the responsibilities
of your office; yet, we cannot but be restless and very anxious

SO0 near us,

the outcome of this case
Begging for a2 reply, I em,
Very truly,

igne ture)
loderator

2

about

G, Goings Daniels,
Kingston Leke Missionary
Baptist Association

GGD/ar

NVENT@ON OF AMERIC!

ATIONAL BAPTIST C(
Office of Secretary
1215 Church Street
Georgetown, S,.C,
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144-67-11 January 4, 1946.

Mr. James M. Hinton, President
South Carolina State Conference
of N.A.A.C.P,

P. 0. Box 1145

Columbia, South Carolina.

Dear Mr. Hinton:

This acknowledges your letter of December 16, 1945,
with reference to the death of a young Negro girl, Lila Bell
Carter, which occurred near Myrtle Beach in August 1945.

This matter had not previously been brought to amy
attention and I will appreciate your furnishing me with all
the information you have in regard to the incident. As you
no doubt know, the Civil Rights Statute (Section 52, Title 18)
affords federal jurisdiction only when the act committed is
under "golor of law" or pretense of authority.

I will be glad, however, to give most careful consider-
ation to the facts and circumstances as furnished by you.

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General

S

SIGNED AND MAILED

!_
|

THERON L. CAUDLE
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Attention: H M Tom Clark,

Dear Sir:
The South Ceroline State Conference Of N.A.A.C.P.,

is requesting an investigati ¥ " apé ARG WHfden
of a_young Negro Girl, (Ii

Reach., Tt

The Law Enforcement Of ficers in South Carolina
(seemingly) have broken down in this cc...:-e,
nothing has bsen done to bring a White suspe
who was employed as an Ins:i arance Agent *o tr
or even to an arre Reports seem to dic
sufficient eviden such an .r‘.-*-,-:'z't,, but
pears that .J\,CJ use he is a White suspect, no
has been or will be done. We have requested, Honorable
Ransome J. Williams, Governor of South Carolina to
have an impartial investigation méde, but after six

or more weeks, we haveheard nothing from him okt
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hing

e also reguest an investigation in the
a Negro uischarged Veteran, Et. clair P

was shot by an Of ficer in Toanonvlll:, >
Pressley lived in Hemingway, South Carolina.
has besen done, 1s the removal of the Whits C

are not asking fa other than an impartial investi
ration of both cases, and if the eWidence warrants,
that the murderures be brought to trial, for wha t.‘
smells of lynchings in South Cérolina. White persons
are seldom, (if ever) punished for slayings of Negrces.

carol ine

28 M. Hinton
gident.









