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Tortured Prisoners.
Found Dead in Cell

RALEIGH, N.C.—The death of a young woman
under conditions indicating that she had been cruell
‘riot here, and has aroused demands for an investi

|of Albermarle, N. C., who had
| been sentenced to a six months
{term for “forcible trepass,” was
| found dead in a solitary confine-
| ment cell, gagged and trussed
with a leather belt and hand cufl
combination.

A local report describing the
girl’s restraints, said that a towel
was r1olled, slipped between her
teeth, and tied behind her head.
Ier wuists were handcuffed and
fastened to a leather belt around
lier waist, to prevent her from
removing the gag.

She zaet her death in a six by
nine oot cell while the tempera-
tupe soared in the nineties.

‘News of her death caused =a

commotion among other prisoners
who staged a cup-throwing dem-
onstration.

A coroner’s report said that
death was caused by a spinal in-
jury. which may have been in-
curred'in her twisting and' turning,
Prison superintendent Ivan D,
Hinton and three other prison em-
ployes who applied the restraints
we]m' the last ones! with the young
girl.

Prison officials defended the
punishment by relerring a section
of the prison code that gives them
wide powers “, , . an officer or em-
ploye shall use any means neces-
sary to defend himself or to en-

prisoner, at State Woman’s Prison |
y tortured, was responsible for a prison -
gation of the tragedy. Eleanor Rush, 18,

force observance of prison dis-
cipline.”

Miss Rush's sole offense the of-
ficials reported, had consisted in
continuously screaming in the so-
litary: confinement ce
had been placed after a difference
with' a prison matron,

“How long must these inhuman
punishments continye?” a letter of
protest from Wington-Salem, sign-
ed by a white worker, asks. “How
can we convince the colored speod
ple of Asia, Africa, and Latin
America how democratic we aie if
we continue thig bestial erulllty
against Negrq people? . . o Isit
now safe to kil Negrges?"
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Warren Olney ITT
TO : Assistant Attorney General DATE: 9/9/5L
Criminal Division

FrROM : Director, FBI
IVAN D. HINTON

SUBJECT: ELEANUR RUOH - VICTIM
"CIVIL HIGHTS

(Reference is made to memorandum dated .)

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special"
Agent dated
at .

A. (% Please advise whether you desire any further
investigation.

B. () The investigation is continuing and you will
be furnished copies of reports as they are received.

C. () The investigation which has been requested
by you has now been completed. Please advise whether you
desire further investigation.

Enclosed is one Photostat of a newsnaper cllpm.ng
Enclosure from "The Worker" dated 9/5/5l.
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Mm !orl’ 27y ?isn Yaric Slhr e T R A\ Mo

Dear: Hr. Pankovit.s" __-  . : ﬂ*‘"’"’” . _
. A I‘his is: to nc!mowledga your: lat-ter of August 5', 19‘311,
bearing post mark of September 12, 195k, to the Attornéy General

relative to the death of Miss Eloamr Rush at the North Co.rolina R
Statc Wonan's Prilon. e o, _

. he matter is nndar oomid.ration by tho Department

9 % y / ‘'ahd 1f 1. Gevelops that a vislstion of any Pederal:eriminal

_statute 18 involved, the’ Dapl.rtmant will take such action as . :
APR nppelru Approprhta. ; , :

| WARREN OINEY. 1L ‘
" Assistant Attorney General
- Criminel Division
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- have had to make in your news-

Carolina Cavalecade "

By MARGARETTE WOOD SMETHURST
OPEN ANSWER TO AN OPEN LETTER from.Helen

Reinhardt, assistant superintendent, Woman's Prison, Raleigh.

=

Dear Miss Reinhardt: Your let-
ter, dated Sept. 8, was late reach-
ing me due to my absence from
home. I found on my return that
copies of the letter sent by you to
press and radio had been given
some public aftenfion before I
could have gotten the letter, even
if I had been in town.

For the benefit of those who did
not read or hear the digest of your
letter, I repeat it here in full:
“Dear Mrs. Smethurst,

“During the recent regrettable
occurrences at the Women's Pris-
on we have read with a great deal
of interest the comments that you

paper column. We believe that you
have attempted to report the con-
ditions as you see them; but, dur-
ing the three years and over seven
months that I have been connect-
ed with the institution, I do not re-
call a single visit that you have
made to see for yourself.

“We would like to extend to you
an invitation to visit the Women’'s
Prison at your earliest conven-
ience. We would like for you to see
the facilities, the inmates at work

!
I call on you at the prison, I must
get used to that memory.

You see, when you fondled the
revolting things, things too archaic
and brutal to be viewed by aver-|
age persons without nausea, when|
you turned the screw bar, open-
ing and closing the bracelet in
vour lap, then running your own
finger around and around the cir-
cle, it left something less than a
pleasant memory, and not far from
horror. ;

You remember? You picked up
one after another of the pair not|
long after Solicitor Bickett dropped
them on the table. And an hour or
two afterwards, when I left, you
still were playing with one of them..

I shall need a little time to fqfgel’
that, Miss Reinhardt, but tljank
you for your invitation.

Sincerely yours,|
M. W.

and at leisure, and to spend as
muchtitnn ac yoap can ond aill

“~you will he privileged to select
anv employe to conduct you on
such a tour of inspection and you

may feel free to talk with any in-|

mates with whom you will come in
contact. They will not have been
coached beforehand as to what. to
say or do. We want you to see
things just as they are. :

“If you accept our invitation you
will see some things of which we
are not proud and hope to change
in the future. You will see some
things of which you, as a citizen

of North Carolina and a newspaper |,

woman, can be justly proud. We
feel that we will derive much ben-
ofit from such a visit because you
will then be in position fo help us
and the other citizens of North

Carolina to have the kind of penal|,

institution for women that we all
want.
Sincerely yours,
Helen Reinhardt,
Assistant Superintendent
Cy: Col. W. F. Bailey
Mr. Jonathan Daniels
Radio Station WRAL
Raleigh Times.”

vl

- - = A~ rA -

1 appreciate this invitation. It is|!

not for me to say that it is an
ostentations public gesture in
which the other cheek is turned
for private purposes.

What I have writlen has been
gauged by my own conceptions of
right and wrong, human decency

and public Tesponsibility to and for|.

all wards of the State.

When a little time has elapsed.|

® J \
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_Miss Reinhardt, when new and civ-
ilized rules have been handed down
for prison discipline, I may accept
your invitation. But I should say, I
think, that it is going to be some
time, really, before 1 forget that
day at the inquest when not three
feet from me, you picked up and
PLAYED with the metal claws

that subdued Eleanor h while ; e
she was being hmcﬁfg:? Before] % AL EL TS5 L
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Naive Belief Still Cherished: Right now, it looks, indeed, as if T

" there “ain’t no justice. But MMTmive enough still to- cherish the
belief that in the long run there is, unescapable and inexorable.
*“Ihe mills of God grind slowly, but they grind exceedingly small.”
When we don’t see quick results of their unhurried operation, it puts
us out of patience. But, even as we. chafe, T believe, the results of
their ceaseless grinding invisibly and relentlessly are forming. As
Emerson, that grand old boy who had such faith in the essential
equity of the universe, puts it: “Every secret is told, every crime
is punished, every virtue rewarded, every wrong redressed, in si-
lence and certainty . ., . It is the whipper who is whipped, the tyrant
who is undone.” And the whitewashed gagger and shackler who in
the end, figuratively but painfully, is shackled and gagged? ;

No Adequate Provision for Eleanor’s Sort: The thing which Elea-
nor Rush's sensational and suspicious death points up most em-
patically — mnext to the necessity, crying more loudly than any of
Eleanor’s reported screams, for the people of North Carolina to rouse
themselves and get the Woman’s Prison out of stinking politics —
is the fact that there is no adequate provision either at that insti-
tution or anywhere else in this State for cases like Eleanor’s, which
truly are legion: those of psychopathic delinquents who are mot
actually insane.

““A’ PsychoneurATic, a Psychosomatic, and Incurrigible’’: “‘She
was a psychoneurATie, a psychosomatic, and incurrigible.” Such was|'
the learned diagnosis of Eleanor’s ills by Prison Physician Charles
Flowers. 1t was an impressive diagnosis, as much for its pronun-
ciation as for anything else. As a matter of fact, no evidence
brought out at the inquest showed that Eleanor had any psycho-
somatic trouble at all, for psychosomatic disturbances are physical
ills supposedly caused by mental or emotional conflicts. A typical
example would be a skin eruption suffered by somebody under se-
vere nervous strain and caused by that strain. But by testimony at|.
the inquest, Eleanor was a-strong, healthy Negro girl without any
physical ills, from whatever cause. Ry ;
" Obviously a Borderline Psychopath: But though plainly not “a
psychosomatic,” even more plainly Eleanor was psychoneurotic —'
or, as the erudite prison doctor had it, “psychoneurATic.” This
doesn't mean that she was insane. The authorities at the Negro men-
tal hospital at Goldsboro who twice refused to keep her there doubt-
ess were entirely justified in saying that she was not mentally ill, |
n the sense of having any definite psychosis. For example, she w
'rpt a manic-depressive, nor a schizophrenic, nor a paranoiac. Bit

en a layman with a minimum of knowledge of such afflictio
would immediately recognize her, from the history of her case, a
a borderline psyehopath, a psychopathic personality, and an exceed-
ingly troublesome, potentially dangerous one. (Literally ‘‘psychopath-
-ie” means sick in soul; that is, sick in the emotional nature: itl
does not imply any mental defect. There’s no evidence that Eleanor
was mentally defective.)

Eleanor’s Case Not an Isolated One: Even the best prisons —
among which the North Carolina Woman's Prison by no stretch of
the imagination could be included — have difficulty in dealing ef-
fectively with such cases, and the mental hospitals, already over-
.crowded with the definitely insane, have no room for them. Elea-
nor’s case is far from an isolated one. Our deteriorating society is
riddled with them, rotten with them. For instance, the four Brooklyn
boys .who recently slew, tortured, and raped for no ostensible reason
in all probability are cases in point. :

What Can We Do About It? At first glance, the problem of the
delinquent or criminal borderline psychopath seems so vast as to
be insoluble. But, even so, we must tackle it as best we can. With|
the case of Eleanor Rush as a horrible example of how NOT to/
handle it, we must: - j

1. Separate the State prison system from the State Highwav Com- |

mission and stop being the only State in the Union in which such a|
{ool combBination exists. : ' l
2. Employ a competent, thoroughly trained WOMAN as Super-! / /

2t _EN ] P teda . i

intendent of the Woman's Prison. (The idea of a man, especially |
‘an old-line prison-camp boss as superintendent of a woman’s prison,{
is, I'm informed, according to'the best modern penology, the grossest|
anachronism.) [
3. Employ at least a part-time psychiatrist at the Woman's
Prison. y ;

4, Secure a staff as politically free and as well-trained as pgs-!
siple.

5. Realize that you and I and the other citizens of North Caro-
lina should assume our responsibility for the condition of the Wom-
anjs Prison, which belongs to the taxpayers of this State, and that
to do so is our plain duty toward our unfortunate, if lawless, fellow-
citizens incarcerated there.

/
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By NELL BATTLE LEWIS, -
/ |
“BLUE RIBBON” VERDICT

The blue ribbon, as you know, is awarded as first prize for
something very special and superlative.

“Blue Ribbon Jury: The Wake County .Coroner's jury which
found that nobody — but NOBODY — except hapless Eleanor Rush!
herself was to blame for Eleanor’s fatally broken neck on August 20th

. at the State Woman's Prison here, nary a one of the five able-

bodied men who bound and gagged her shortly before she died —
was described in several newspaper stories as a “blue ribbon” jury,
implying that its members were high class. They were: two former
mayors of Raleigh, éfie of these president of a local hardware store,
the other president of a grocery and general merchandise supply
company, an employe of a hardware company, the president of a
creamery, the president of a machinery supply ‘company, and an
employe of an insurance dgency — this last, the only Negro member,
who, as his father was, is one of the most respectable and respected
men of his race in Raleigh. Estimable and outstanding local citizens!

Contrast of Blue and White: Maybe if this blue ribbon jury hadn’t
been quite so blue, the whitewash they gave the prison authorities
wouldn’t seem so glaringly and disgracefully white. The fact that
men of this calibre -could completely exonerate all officials of the
Woman'’s Prison connected with the violent death of this 18-year-old
Negro girl and slap the whole blame upon her dead and disjointed
head makes their verdict all the more shocking. But shocking though
that verdict is, it was by no means unexpected. It is a sign of the
general cynicism regarding the political-penal set-up in North Caro-
lina that, even before I went into the court room at the beginning of
the inquest, T was told by somebody qualified to know that the white-
ash’ was coming,

. Al the Violence on Eleanor’s Side (?); “We find,” these blue
fibhon jurors found in their blue ribbon verdict, “that Eleanor Rushii.
ame to her death due to her violent efforts against necessary _re-j';

gles to remove them.” The pathologist at Rex Hospital, Dr, Behe |
. Hardre, who performed the-autopsy (by far the most impressive wit:

\been "hroken while she was being gagged — the only question be-
f‘ﬁi'jg{ whether the fatal compression of the spinal cord was simul-
| taneous with the dislocation of the vertebrae or came later. But, ac-
cording fo the blueribbon verdict, it was all Eleanor’s own fault.
Guitless of all violence, innocent of all wrong, were the ten masculine |
hands which had bound and gagged her.

Technicality vs. Conscience and Hearf: Technically, in their ver-
dict these estimable jurors were not bound to condemn the violence
of the methods used to restrain Eleanor just previous to her death,
since the Solicitor had told them that the rules and regulations of
the Prison Department and the general administration of prisons
were not under consideration. Technically they could sidestep, as
they hastened to do. Technically they could, but in good conscience
and heart how could they? And whereas, as they sit bigh up in

| their respective synagogues on this Lord’s Day, their blame of dead
Bleanor alone may satisfy them, they can be assured that it's a
long way from satisfying many other people in this State, For {ror_n
first to last this has seemed a-very disgraceful business, apd it is
widely recognized and condemned as such. It's the sort of thing that
makes our blue ribbon Christian civilization morally so shaky at
present.

Those Gentle Voices, Those Tender Hands: Well, the prison crowd
got away with it — on the surface and for the time being. Eleanor
was no-count and ornery, and hours and hours of the inquest were
spent in showing it, although her incorrigibility already was ad
\mitted by all. Bright, becoming haloes now encircle the heads of !h
officials at the Woman’s Prison, where nobody ever raises a voicg
or a hand against an inmate and where even the most refracto
prisoner is treated — in the immortal words of Ashley Horne, one of

H

ness, to my mind) ‘had testified, you may Terally Hifat according to
\each of his o fheories as to the cause of death, Eleanor’s neck had'!
b

the four guards who bound and gagged Eleanor — as gently as a
baby. _ =
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ssistant Prisons Head
Pays She Advised Use Of Gag
E RALEIGH TIMES

Balelgh North Carolina, Tuesday, September 7, 1954 Pr:ce—sc

_'CORONER‘S JURY — Here is .the coroner's of Pine State Creamery. On-the back row are;

D. 8. Avery of Carolina Hardware Company; P.
D. Snipes, former mayor here; C. A. Dillon,
| president of Dillon Supply Company; and David

Jury impaneled Monday to investigate the cause
of death in the case of Eleanor Rush, 18-year-

_old Negro inmate of Woman's Prison. Front raw, | Andrews, Negro employee of the Great |p
left to right, are James E. Briggs, former Ra- | American Insurance Company (Times Staff
leigh mayor, and James D. Kilgore, president | Photo By Madlin Futrell) [
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Woman Inmate Later Found Dead :
i1
i o h
By BETTE RLLIOTT [to prison for the second time in ing of the head from side to side,|¢

Times Staff Writer | May, 1954. { (it was stated.

Miss Helen Reinhardt, assist-| Shortly after re-entering priscm',! After examining the hody &and|j
ant superintendent at Woman's|Eleanor was demoted to C grade | seeing the cell, thee ‘are two ac-|s

Prison, testified Tuesday at a cor- for Cre?‘““_g a dislul'l)a]'ECe a_-“d ceptable theories to the RushLl(
oner’s hearing on the death of|Placed in 1solat'1on. The isolation girl's death, said Dr. Hardre: \!“
Eleanor Rush, 18-year-old Negl‘ofce'dis .:'__"‘I’ LI \\'mg\g[ the hospital | (1) — Dislocation of neck and{b
Inmate, that she suggested t.he’?:ma_:,eslstoei?;i?l?;z|'e[011n;.{izll t’;:;\\‘_‘[crushcd cord happened af the|
use ‘of a ‘gag on the girl to quiet| = processpc}. ~ |same time, therefore she could|y
her screams. : : | In Tsolation {not have done this to herself. It{C
1-iﬁ:-iaemj’;;n:€:(—1:1?:g 2: :nbnrr:ﬁ;r;]i Miss_ReinhardL SIS bt “m;\\:as “o.t §elf-mfilctefl. But Jf she.
= n i 3 k Rush girl was first placed in isola-| was lying face down and I]lppl".d;c
neck - August 21, in an isolation tion from June 1 to August 6, 1954, OVer, she could have injured her-/1
cell. . She was again isolated on August!'Sell; [
Miss Reinhardt was the last wit~| 14 affep cursing employees and| (2) — Injury occurred in twolil
ness called to the stand before|threatening a matron with a yocl | steps.  Dislocation of the neck!|d
the hearing adjourned until 2:15|and threatening fellow inmates|does not necessarily cause death.
p.m. A half a dozen witnesses,|during afternoon count. She also|Death is caused by a crushed
including three doctors, appeared|tried to flee when the guards start-| cord.If the girl’s neck had been|C
on the stand Tuesday morning. |ed toward the girl, { dislocated, previously, she could|$
The little courtroom on the| On August 18 she was again ex-|easily have caused crushing of her{V
third floor of the Wake County|amined by Dr. Owen and (liaé’HOS-;".-lpi)mi cordi ¢Shewolld try to tTub
Courthouse was jammed with ed emotional unstable. fgag off her mouth. With her
spectators and the 65 witnesses} Miss Reikthardt testified that she neck already dislocated, subse- @
who will be called by Solicitorwas. on sick-~leave~at her home | glient pressure would cause imme-|.
William Y. Bickett. Only about|about a block away at the time|diate death.
30 of the crowd of some 150 were | Eleanor Rush died. She said she | FlowerS Next
Negroes. '1‘eturngd Saturday -morning and} The next witness was Dr. Char-
Bickett asked the vast majority|S0me inmates told her they had|j.. [ plowers, prison doctor,
" i heard the Rush girl had died ““of a|.._ L Sind 2
of the questions, with only an oc-| | who was present at the autopsy.
casional questior.l thrown at wit-t Sha saidlhat e and somethinngi'S, testimony was as follows:
nesses ‘f.rom a. jury mex:nber,_m‘{wﬂs wrong shortly after a ball| _ I concur \-.'|:.h Dl Hardre.
by J. Wilbur Bunn, who is ac.tmp.' game began, She had been told|Inowing the disposition of the
as defense counsel for Prisonisome inmates were spreading the|8irl, she could have thrown her-
Superintendent Ivan Hinton. . |word that Eleanor had been k'illed.isel[ against the wall.,”” The doec-
Miss Reinhardt described in de-{a moment but was called back.|tor said he knew the cirl, and
tail how she had assisted in plac-|She said she left the grounds for|that she was well developed and
ing a gag on a violent inmate sev-|Some of the inmates approached|muscular, and added that she was
eral years ago. A rolled and|her ztnd ﬂSRE'(} her: “Why did they|in excellent physical condition. He
twisted hand towel was thrust|kill Eleanor? { described her as 5 ft. 5% inches
hetween the prisoner’s teeth to| She said she scoffed at the ques-i{a1], and very sullen. A
: ; tion, and the girls told her that o Al - i b irhat
quiet her. - = ot SRR Y e eGP i He* said he examined her when
Proyvided In Rules AhelWrie R o Penia“d"she entered the prison. The Rush
The gag, sald Miss Reinhardt,|pag to1q them, “They killed her.” girl's medical record shows 5 ft.
had never been used other than| mThe inmates asked her then to 7% inches tall at the time she en-
in extreme cases, such as that of|let them see Hinton. She testified|tered prison. She weighed 1493
the Rush girl, and no harmful|that-as she went to call him snmclpounds upon her enftrance there
results had ever been nofed be-|of the inmates started toward al|in Mely. There were negative re-
fore. - She added that prison rules, [guard. At that time, Hinton and|ports on all part of the examina-
4g far as she knew, did not for-/members of the City Police De-|tion.
bid the use of a ‘“‘muffler,” orlpartment arrived to quell the dis-| He made a check on the Rush
gaz. |turbance, most (?f wi_uch she had|oirl while she was in Prison, on
Hinton had approached Miss |0t ;een: ’?h? Sald: since she Was|the day of July 15, and found her|\
in the process of calling Hinton. to be in good physical condition.|:

Reinhardt two weeks before Ele- ¥ . t
v : ; - Miss Reinhardt then described - 2 + : :
anor died to. ask his. assistant|. onts prior to the ({Qil'is'e“c'lle[afh. On July 30, Dr. Flowers said the|y

what to do about the girl'sisha cajd that although she was at |51 weighed 133 pounds.
sereams that disturbed the entire|home, a block away, she heard| 11 describing the girl’s cell Dr.
prison. ‘I told him a gag was|Eleanor screaming for hours, curs-| Flowers said the inside of fhe cell
eifective like these,”” Miss Rein-|ing and calling her ' and  Hinton |Was cooler than the outside tem-
hardt stated. “disrespectful names.’” This hap-|peratures. 'He said he was told

She said that fellow inmates, pened for six nights, she added. |of the girl’s death on the morning |
badgered constantly by the incor-| She said officials tried to calm|of August 21. . e ]
vigible Bleanor, told her on one|the Rush girl and made every ef-| Dr. Flowers was not told of the
occasion “If the prison officials | fort to J'Ehablflt'a-lt’- her. restraining devices used on Ele-
don't do something about, Elean-| r. Walter Neal said 5h"’ could| anor Rush. ‘
or, we're going to get her.” {have broken her neck by jumping Bunn Questions Flowers

Miss Reinhardt testified that °ff the commode ‘onto the mat-| 7 W, Bunn, attorney for Ivan
Fleanor Rush had served  two|lress head first, Hinton, then questioned Flowers,
terms, one for disturbing the| Prison officials told the physi-|who said she was a psyco-neu-
peace and one for forcible tres-|cian they had restrained the girl,|patie personality, and was incor-
pass, During her first® term in|but did not describe the details of] pigible. The gi‘rl was sent to the
Scptemi?el'. 15!53. she was s2at m;llm restraint. Dr. ‘Neal -said a lloépital for the
C?‘}edowa- Prison C:—l;up ‘f'm. Was!eas would have had no bearing boro, but their diagnosis stated
sent back toVWomans Prison L‘f‘ro;m} her death, but force applying|that she was merely a disciplinary
m%l}';t.hsplat;ler;i I's behavior report| e 3% could have broken it. |problem, 2

B e Shea Performed Autopsy “I*did nof prescribe a sedative

showed that she had been demoted : 5 & \ ) ibe
to B grade for using abusive lan-| The mnext witness was Dr. R.lhecause an incorrigible person

guage and then to G grade for|Hardre, pathologist at Rex Hos-|like Hleanor Rush would demand
cursing and refusing to obey er-[pital.  Dr. Hardre saild he saw|the medicine and would nag the
ders, She was a'so placed in soli-|the girl on the afternoon of August|officials. I saw no need for sed-|°
tary three times at Caledonia. At'i‘_’l at the hospital.- He performed|atives hecause was not sick.” D¢
a later time. she was u_xumined‘thp Rush autopsy. [ Flowers said that the girl’'s hol-
by a psycunatrist and ta::r.'_:";f‘_!""'-f‘ The girl was described as sm:zi].:h.!-i“g- ‘and sereaming - disturbed
as being “‘emolicnally ‘nsstabie [She was around 5 It 2 to 4 inches, | {he siok palients, i "

\
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heart attack.”

=

kAl Hia

Vil |

Fon i - B T i

~a o~

AN A

=

insane at Golds-
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LI ap Ppe 3 H 5 A 4
l‘:{;:::‘;'|,:.j‘]:;“::‘:|'! back ts ﬁ'o-il‘;"d i;\‘ellf“h_{‘ _l!u](u “U l“‘)l'l'“i'"- Solicitor Elckett Ilu.‘:u ashed. 08
man's Prison her “behavior im-| ~0 ":““ SRF0SRULFAES T8 de- R, Brogden, lawyer with the High
ngoved so that she was otomoted|Yeloped. He noted a ‘bruise on thelwayy Department, (o vead regula
: rade again, However, soon|lell corner of her mouth “'lth_ ™ tions governing prisons,
as put back to C g‘radeﬁcul inside the mouth hut the ¢ H"_‘ 5 z ; =

prisons employee and|already had been sewn up by theg’
Bty | undertaker. .

alsn festified| On examining the sh
time Hleanor Was|head, he said it “floppedi@

m i fe tore the metellwith » hony pertuberand # iz
buf vall, broke tae 1av-| hut ¢ wollow between

atory, O% t & window, tore up : 5
Six mattresces, she tore up a hall- ;z‘,d' ::c’fi.)r Tﬁ:f;f‘n:—;
duzen pwillows, mattress covers, r_’-'“d‘s e ;Me : :
sheets, blankets and flooded the|™&¢: e aeideall
cell was noted, other than dis Ll .
At times the girl alsa tore offi‘ﬁlf the neck. Dr. H.ardre. R:_i.id th.P
har clothes, and stayed nude in/2irl should have died wilthin sey-
her eell, ’l‘i".‘ff JlJiJ’Jlf!{‘}., :
her first term, she was| Zouie of the damage could have
ate Iospitel in Golds-| peen made while her body
boro twice, hliss relnhardt tesit-|peine moved by the two physi-
fied. Dr. Ire Long, hospital su-| i n. he admiited. 14
periniendent wrote 10 Pprison OFf  p,... sepe pot broken, testl-
ficials stating tiat lieanor “'-ajﬁnm;u' hf'ou;h( out, and the injury
ot “iigane ~Ri JHEL P pﬂr.&:mmh!._vfa‘w.q .fl.."f(‘d as a dislocation. f
disturbance. The f'ﬂf;':'r_uds se'f'riil. s i <Fave Dedd tAisad
fo officials here at thelr requesty LB , ) 3o
u:lm, Kleanor Rush was admitied!by a Jifting of the head and twist

i
gent 1e
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& ;Blmmber. ‘of the jury, who Teft
= At 20 a.m-{ > Woman's Prison,

., | 8Fo eémployee of Great American
« | Insurance Company: P, D, Snipes,
il former Raleigh mayor and head
?-Cﬂf P. D. Snipes Grocery: C. A.

Dillon, Sr., president of Dillon
Supply Company; James E,
Briggs, former Raleigh mayor;

Dwight Avery of Carolina Hard-
ware Company and James D, Kil-
gore, president of Pine State
Creamery. 3.3, . . ’

The first witness was Dr. G. C.
Dixon, who works at the prison.
Dr. Dixon arrived at the prison
at 12:15 a.m. on August 20, and
went to Eleanor Rush's cell,
where the girl was found dead.
The cell in which the Rush girl
‘was found is about six by nine feet
with one window and a transom
over the door. The girl was found
lying on the floor in the right hand
corner of the room. Her body was
lying face gown, left cheek on the
floor, . her legs partly on a six-
foot long mattress.

Dr. Dixon examined . the body
and found thére was no pulse., He
noted that the girl’s fingernails
were blue. -There was no further
examination, according to testi-
mony, and Dr. Dixon left the cejl
and went to the nurse's office to
call Dr, Walter Neal.

was in the same position as Dr.

Dixon had found it. There was

no evidence of the girl's wrists

being bound, testimony showed,
Blood On Cheek

girl was wearing a white dress
and was barefooted when she was
found. The two doctors examined
the body and found no bruises or
cuts. There was, however, a small
amount of blood on her left
cheek, but there was no cut.

Dr. Neal and Dr., Dixon were
unable to determine the exact
cause of death, it was stated.

The girl's ears and nose were
examined, and the doctors noted
that the head and neck could be
moved in a peculiar manner,
The physicians surmised that the
Rush girl's neck.was broken, See-
ing no other injuries, the two phy-
sicians moved the body in order to
complefe the examination. The
2irl's body wag moved o the mai-
tress by the two doctors, who
picked her up by the armpits,

Meanwhile, Coroner M. W, Ben-

; -~ for W
=~ {include: David W. Andrews, Ne.|

When Dr. Neal arrived, the body!

| anor allegedly ripped up six mat-|'
{ tresses,
Testimony brought out that the!

testimony, e

Testimony by almost T5 witness-
les and a 30-page report from the
| State Bureau of . Investigation
| were expected to reveal the full
lstory of the isolation cell death
which touched off a noisy demon-
stration by three dozen prisoners.
The . girl known as a ‘‘trouble
maker'” was found in the cell,
her hands strapped with leather
cuffs, and a towel thrust between
her teeth. Death was attributed
to a broken neck. 3

The coroner's jury, Coroner M.
‘W. Bennett and other principals
visited Women’'s Prison at 9:30
a.m. Tuesday and made a
thorough .inspection of the death

scene. The actual hearing got
underway at 10 a.m. and was ex-
pected to last several days.

The jury will decide whether aor
not there was culpable negligence
on the part of Prison Superintend-!
ent Ivan Hinton, or any other pri-
son officials in handling the girl!
the night she died. |
" Thase are the events that led up)|
to the tragedy, according to offi-
cials: Eleanor, serving her second
six month sentence at the prison,
was placed' in a punishment - cell
for a week after threatening a
matron with a rock.

During that time, the girl re-
portedly slept by day and scream-
ed by night, Her screams, said
[the officials, disturbed the sleep
of sick prisoners, as the isolation
wing is part of the prison hospital
ward. .

Destroyed Property )

During her confinement, Ele-

several pillows, stuffed
the debris in the commode, andlW
ripped her bunk from the wall.
The bunk was replaced with a
mattress on the floor,

On the night of Aug. 21, affer
six nights of screaming, and un-
‘der the supervision of Superin-
tendent Hinton, a rolled hand tow-
el was thrust between the girl's
teeth and tied behind her neck,
The last persons-to see her alive
{were Hinton, two guards, and a
prison nurse,

Twenty-five minutes later, one
of the guards, making a routine
inspeciion, discovered her body,
It was lying face down, half on
and half off the mattress, She
had, according to officials, evi-
dently broke her neck in the strug-
gle o free herself from the muf-
I fler, e
An inmate in the cell across
[from Kleanor’s yelled to prison-

nett arrived, and gtatements W‘era‘ers the next morning that “Hlea-

made to him that Eleanor Rush
had been put in arm restraints.
| Coroner Bennett said he could not
form an opinion as to how the
lgirl's neck was broken. He was
rnof present at the autopsy. So-
licitor W_ Y. Blekell brought oul
leather handeulfs as an exhibit.

Eickett. said no one made a
statement to him about the gag
Being used.

The next witness was Dr. Wal-
{ten” Neal, prison  surgeon. Dr.
(Neal was called to the prison be-
[tween 12:30 and 1 a.m. on the day

. |of the girl’a death. d

Dr, Neal repeated Dr, Dixon's

nor had been cruelly treated by |
Hinton.” 1

Immediately, zome 35 to éﬂr
women began demonstrating, byf
velling, milling around the recrea-|
tion area, and throwing articles |
al guards and matronsg.  The riol
was subdued within a few hours,
and the ringleaders were removed
to mazimum security camps.

The incident brought demands
from some news columnists that
there be sweeping reforms in the
prison system. One writér said of-
ficials broke rules by using the!
gag on the girl. Another writa!‘J
said a reliable source Informed

him  that ‘the
gcious when placed in

Officials have denied all'ae
tions. .

girl  wa
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By MARGARETTE WOOD SMETHURST

QUESTIONS that have been raised include two reveal-
ing insights on methods in vogue at Woman’s Prison at the

time of the

“unfortunate occurrence”

which included a

broken neck via a “cup towel” in an empty room there.

“What,” asked a caller, “have}
they done with the restraining
sheet they used to have?”

Not being familiar with restrain-
ing sheets, I asked for enlighten-
ment. I was told that “restraint
sheets” are in use in all mental
instifutions and have sometimes
been used at Woman's Prison.

“If restrains without injury,”
my caller said.

| SECOND. More fearsome than
most “‘cup towels” are dogs. As
strange as it may seem to those
of us who love dogs and favor
above all other breeds the bull
dog, a big fierce-looking bull with
underslung jaw is a terror to the
average person. The news that
such a dog is a companion of
Helen Reinhardt, assistent superin-
tendent of the prison, came to me
from a man who encountered the
dog and his mistress on a visit to
the prison.

“Together, they came into the
big reception room and crossed it
to Miss Reinhardt’s office, which
opens off the big one. Miss Rein-
hardt went into her office and the
fierce-looking dog sat in the open
doorway, facing me,” he said,|
“and muttered the whole time.”" |

“Does the dog have the run of|
the place?” I asked.

“He had the run of that room!
And he showed by his alertness
and by the way he walked between
her and other people that he had
been frained to pounce at a word
or a gesture from her—on any-
body.

“If not to terrorize the inmates
or because she is afraid of them,
why would Miss Reinhardt have
that big bull dog?” he asked.

CONSCIENCE. “That has been
on my conscience as a citizen of
North Carolina ever since the day
I saw it,” he said. “It took me
back to Medieval fimes when they
threw prisoners to the lions. A gun!
at her side or a billy in her hand
wouldn’t have been nearly so omi-
nous to the inmates."” ,

QUESTION: What will the pen—}
ple of North Carolina do about thel
addition of perpetual physical jeop-
ardy to prison sentences imposed
by law? Additions that may be
tacked on by any minor prison of-
ficial either in personal fear, sa-
distic pleasure in terrorized help-
lessness, or for any other rea-
son?

The medieval demonstration took

[ &% DRIVEIN 7z l

OPEN 7. STARTS 7:30

place about 10 days before the cup
towel ended everything for Eleanor
Rush in that “unfortunate occur-
rence’” now under investigation by
the State Bureau of Investigation.



Yesterday's Paid Clrculafion

ews and Observer 120,879

= ]

M« SUNDAY MOEJG AUGUST 22, 1954. SIXTY-FOUR PAGES TODAY Daily, Sc; Sunday, 15¢

warted In Rose Hill Bank '\' lmp Try
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‘hey K:]led Eleanor '
Is Cry of Rioters;
Shattered Glasses
| Cut Several Police-
4 ﬁen and Prison Of-
|| ficials; Girl Died in
&htary, Her Neck|
"#ﬁruken, Her Hands
Tied; l.':t:n--:meiir-l Ben-
nett Making Investi-
tin

By JIM RANKIN.

"Riot broke out in Woman's
8!| Prison here vesterday morning
!l when pews spread through the
¢ _ﬂlrﬂ where 300 inmates were re-
ig and playing softball that
18-year-old Negro prisoner
the night before in solitary
mement.

Ige women merged infto one
3 group, velling and scream-
and pressed against the wire
e near the front gate.
son officials immediately
d for help from Central Pris-
faleigh police and the ‘Wake
s office.

e of the women screamed,
¥ killed Eleanor!™
y were referring to Eleanor
ﬂ: was found dead, her
oken and her hands
behind* her back, in amn
n cell. X N
was found with her feet
ir mattress, which lay direct-
the floor, and her head on
Do L Di 25 CAPTURED PRISONER—Elease Jackson, 16-year-old Negm of CharIotte,lsplctured
: Baf"ﬁ th“aetc zsh“ E:I];]:.:E; above with two Central Prison guards yesterday shortly after she climbed over a fence
y 4 in an escape try at Woman's Prison here. The guards are E. G. Rigsbee (left) and J. C.

akter nd a nurse
" . ,:l?liss 11‘ms :.nd tat;s:sﬁ Phillips. The young inmate, serving a term of 15 to 18 months for breaking, entering and
-

' Cashier Yells For .
| And Citizens Respc

ROSE HILL, Aug. 21 B —| ‘The gunman, who left a §
. {A oquick-thinking bank cashier,|note behind for the FBI, &b
| steeling his nerves in the face of joned the truck eight miles west
a pointed pistol, prevented the rob-|here and fled into woods.
bery of the Waccamaw Bank & |using bloodhounds and a
Trust Co. here today. searched the area throu
Cashier R. 8. Troy, learning that |day.

a masked gunman was robbing the| The bandit got into the .
bank when he reported for work breaking a ‘small window i 30 p.m. Friday, she was found| larceny, was described as one of the leaders in a riot caused by a report that an inmate
in this eastern North Carolina|side of the recessed entrance who died Friday night had been mistreated. Elease Jackson said that she was a cousin
fa:l:ming village of 1,000 population, |waited in the modern brick bui ,i# m inmates went outside for| of the dead woman, Eleanor Rush, 18- year-old Negro from Albemarle in Stanly County.
quickly bolted outside and sounded |ing of Colonial architecture unki } creation period at 9 o’clock | Also see photo on Page Two. (Staff photos by R. W. Stephens.)

day morning word quickly

an alarm. The bandit fled in althe employes arrived for work.
the rounds that the girl

SR : “ |stolen pickup ftruck, a flock of| The first to arrive, at about §
Irs.- Virginia Troy, wife of aroused townspeople in hot pur-lam., was Joe Hart Scott, a te

i Viria Trov vt of ol vl 1 il v Jo T S 3 ol B i T S Prlsons Chief Investigates Riot;

Territt, a bookkeeper, was |ing I\ntih Carolina’s seventh bank |ton gloves and a white sack ﬁF’ guards. The prison contains

ot Conapany i Bow i [ e [P Srai® ™|  Four Rineleaders Transferred

ust Company at Rose Hill




slfe of the women screamed,

y killed Eleanor!”

wey were referring to Eleanor

" 'mas found dead, her

¢ oken and her hands

uesed behind her back, in an
“cell . ?
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Cashier Yells Fori : AF
And CitiZEns Re Sp Oﬂ I3

ROSE HILL, Aug. 21 B —
A quick-thinking bank cashier,
_ |steeling his merves in the face of
a pointed pistol, prevented the rob-
bery of the Waccamaw Bank &
Trust Co. here today.
Cashier R. S. Troy, learning that
a masked gunman was robbing the
bank when he reported for work
in this eastern North Carolina
farming village of 1,000 population;
quickly bolted outside and sounded
an alarm. The bandit fled in a
S 5 . 4 |stolen pickup truck, a flock of
re. Virginia Troy, wife of aroused townspeople in hot pur-
ising a pair of scissors to suit. He had failed in attempt-
lerritt, a bookkeeper, was |Ing North Carolina’s seventh bank
nds in an effort to hold up robbery this year.
fust Company at Rose Hill
right (top) shows Miss
ough which bandit entered.
fier,a merchant, as he tells
Fha.se the robber.

was found with her feet
her mattress, which lay direct-
n the floor, and her head on

CAPTURED PRISONER—Elease Jackson, 16-year-old Negro of Charlotte, is pictured
above with two Central Prison guards yesterday shortly after she climbed over a fence
in an escape try at Woman's Prison here. The guards are E. G. Rigsbee (left) and J. C.
Phillips. The young inmate, serving a term of 15 to 18 months for breaking, entering and
larceny, was described as one of the leaders in a riot caused by a report that an inmate
who died Friday night had been mistreated. Elease Jackson said that she was a cousin
of the dead woman, Eleanor Rush, 18-year-old Negro from Albemarle in Stanly County.

| Also see photo on Page Two. (Staff photos by R. W. Stephens.)
am., was Joe Hart Scott, a tellgr. |2
dent Ivan D. Hinton and his

o’ v e o, el A, S S Prison_s Chief Investigates Riot;

ton gloves and a white sack or! 200 Negroes -and 150 it
/ 5 @ whites. |
See BANDIT, Page Ten. : Cut By Glass.

‘Goat Man’ i’reaclﬁng Toda& ¢ f s P

SELMA, Aug‘.' 21—Charles mon from his junk-laden wag- n and prison were

Chess McCartney, 54-year-old on ‘while his™ goats munch :,‘ “shattered glfs:?risbout e&i
bearded Iowa native who got grass dn the green Johnston |ofi the Negro women inmates|prison’s Director William F
the goat of the State High- County meadow. But early [faited in the hot and clamoring| Bajley promised a complete fr 4

w:lzlr Pat;;l wi;h his goats, Murbtl-iha:.r morning, he'll hitech | RS it e e el e 5 had died of a broken
ill pre Sunday ts i A——m— - tig the rio M- "
yoLpEe a up. the, goats and move tn-_ e [girl’s. death which touched it off.{ Her| arms Wwere still bound| Dr. Flowers said there were no

A : t . AT e —" .
L8 just outside ward Kenly nEAnl-INE FIXEBi One of the four Negro women|when the body was found, and |bruises or other marks of vio-
L

©iate Prisons Director William
Bailey said that 25 minutes
fter guards and a nurse frussed
fathc girl's arms and Fands at
¥ ?.m. Friday, she was found

hen inmates went outside for

ing of Colonial architecture -recreation period at 9 o'clock
day morning word quickly

the employes arrived for work' ; .
The first to arrive, at about 8330 | Tl the rounds that the girl
heen ill-treated by Superin-

1SOIIS | J
Four Ringleaders Transferred

ception center Friday night. Hercell while - her he;
% whs found at 11:55 p.m.,|matiress. Wake Coroner .Mar-|
mately 25 minutes after shall Bennett ordered an autop-

‘had been trussed in restrain- | sy and, after it was completed,
ing aetion taken with Supt. L D.|Dr. C. E. Flowers, the prisons
g%(hards Ashley Horne angi!ph}'sicia_u. came to the conclusion
Paul Jones and Nurse Tlo Vinson|the girl

Bv GEORGE A. PENNY.
Four ring leaders in the riot at
Woman’s Prison were trans-
ferred to Caledonia Prison Farm
yesterday afternoon and State

or William F. Bailey, two
nen officials and seven police-

]
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ression’ E
mpaign Issue |

b sorry fashion and in such a way
‘hat we have fewer friends in the
world.”

He said the Republicans this fall
Lwill not be able to use the ‘worn-
out and frizzled issue” of commu-
nism. Republicans, he asserted
are not going to “‘get away with
that old stuff any more” because
voters know whether a candidate
is a “subversive” or “an honest,
{go0d straight-forward American.”
| The President, in his Springfield
lspeech. gave his Republican Party
T Bl

ﬁ

Selma cify limits. A large crowd had been on 4 T ; i T
Chess and his goatcade but- hand throughout the day to who led in the rioting caused an-|her h_e!ad was on the floor of the See PROBE, Page Two.
other incident by escaping over = : E———maw W

ted into Selma late Friday af- talk with Chess, buy his post _
ternoon and are remaining cards and look over his herd trl-:et “r?]l seferalhh? ur;. ait_er the. y
hecause Chess has “kept the of goats. He has attracted h;n‘:laioﬂ‘:?ﬂ! i 'ri,e- “as_}-;'% ,
Sabbath for years.” much atfention from passers- in 1: it omants. Frigon. witli| 3
Policeman Roger Strick- by on 301 A Jarge crowd is Baile 5 EE
land of Selma quoted Chess expected to be on hand Sun- the scei:: :eaﬁ; f:&mﬁif:iﬂg :
as saying that he had not day. ; the trouble began brought quiet
traveled on Sunday because Chess told Policeman again to the prison, declared that 1
of his religious beliefs. He is Strickland thal he will pro- he will “ta!iapthe n.ecessa:e stea.f:
a member of the Pentecostal ceed to Virginh, ‘““but when to get all the facts.” Y SIePS| .
Holiness Church. He does oc- it starts gettiis too cold, “T feel,” he said “that a lot of|
casional preaching as a lay- || we'll (Chess anl his goats) facts ought to come to the sur-|eg®
man. head for Jefferon, Ga. to -l face to clean this thing up.”
Chess _will deliver his ser- spend the winter” agreed today to return their Ve The dead girl is Eleanor 'Rush, P
7 3 dlctseslb:fu &ﬁ. {%D:SD} » E éﬂl:]t Nggm Immh Albemarle in|
| ur , chairman of| Stanly County. She died in anjr %
rkets Optmng the special Senate subcommittee, iso}ation_c_e_ll}ui the prison’s re- §°f1 1 &
~ : | The Sandhills mrkets with-
B 0 | grew from the Midde Belt last

reported that it met behind closed :
1 'ﬂ L} [ [
. : year because of a dspute over GOldSboro e

doors this morning but failed again
to settle on one set of findings.
the opening date./ -
| Tuesday (Penilgs, By MOSES ROUNTREE. |
GOLDSBORO, Aug. 21 —-Louise | i

Senators Agree fo Re
Verdict In McCarthy-Ar
Row By August 30

WASHINGTON, Aug. 21
Senators who SAT in judgmen
the McCarthy-Army controvi

Indications were that there
would be probably more than two
reports made on the hectic, 36-day

The otter mzrkets in fe Middle |investigation.

Bt Duthar Louisburg, War-
and Header: .

Aug. 30 is the same date on
another Senate group head-

1| il hen theason Tuesday. Theg, 8y Sen. Watkins (R-Utah) is

Overman, pretty brunetie daugi:-it

ter of Mr. and Mrs. John Lee|L
Overman, . Goldsboro, Route 1.5:3
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[president of thl;;imqua'-r pring
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8, %afate on which lwdiands that he be censured by
| the Middle Belf med last year. |the Senate for his official conduet.

ndhills group, |vate meeting with McCarthy’s law-
I ading Service|yer, Edward B. Williams of Wash-

ad informed hithat the Sand-|ington, that the hearings would
start on schedule as far as he
knows now. The two men discussed
iprocedural matters.

of operate on a\

(nem.ueu 0 DCRIN CONSIueratnon UL |

t of charges made against
McCarthy (R-Wis) to support

Watkins announced after a pri-

he Nev
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GOVERNOR — Anyone having
business with the Governor this
week will have to look for him out-
ide Raleigh. He's on vacation at
the coast (exact spol unannounc-
ed) and isn't dve back in the of
ice until next week. With him on
the rest trip are Mrs. Umstead and
Ifheir daughter, Merle Brad-
ey.

INNOCENT—The men of the
Attorney General’'s Office say
ithey never said that the Highway
iPatrol could mot arrest drunk
drivers and other violators of the

Under the Dome

*|died the night before in solitary

The women merged into one!

State's motor laws without first)
obtaining warrants.

All they did, they explain, was|
to advise Motor Vehicles Depart- l
men: and the Highway Patrol that |
patrolmen take some risk whenl
they make arrests without war-|
rants.

The question arose in interpre-
tations of the much-discussed)
State Supreme Court decision in|
the case of State vs. Mobley. In
that case, the court dealt with|
a man charged with drunkenness|

R, |

See DOME, Page Ten.

ent.
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today highlighting the eighth an-!
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' News In Brief

¥ EDC Rift Deepens; Altitude R

et | : k. ; reaching an ac-
' «%| 'BRUSSELS, Belgim, = Aug. 21;six foreign ministers- =¥ today.to|they are bent on reaching ]

. ; 4 = ceptable formula, wﬂl Thave to|
Barray Fat ol tt:l% 2 (AP)-_Westher (A ift deepened tonight be-Thry tagwana-u the French plan carry their negotiations into next|

principel o e, e i "he Ween Franee wand Jea—afic coni ~gevamping fhe Exropean Def e 0" ol a mew conference|
o Mfﬂ: P sn:];m hig stners aver the shape of{fense Comm unity treaty with|goon. That might spell yet another|
9 ;%fﬁﬁ: él 5 the European l_grih*r';x’en as.a s'pe-!EDE‘s original version. But there postponement of the French par- |

oy Lpuisville &7 cia American iafn'uy sought to{were reports from conference of-|liamentary debate on ratification,

sae their conference. |ficials that some differences sim-|due to start Aug. 23.

: : et
Defense, economic and pu!itica}lpy could mot be settled. David K. Bruce, special U. S.|

e:perts had been assigned by the It appeared the ministers, if'envoy to European projects, con-f
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MARINE FORECAST. 1
Moderaie southerly winds along th
North Carolina coast today.
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ADEL Sy {
FORECAST iy 7 mates  harled —wafter glasses}|
- against the bars. | &8

Many of the women inside the| '
cell block shouted, ““Eleanor was|
killed!™ |

Several of the demonstrators|
questioned said the riot started|
when news of the young Albe-

slightly cooler in the Central Plains. Fair
to partly cloudy weather is forecast for the
nation but showers are expected in warm
tropical air in southern states and most
of the central part of the U, 5. No precipi-
tation is forecast for northeast and south-

The weather forecast for North Caro-
lina is continued warm today and tomor-
row with a few afternoon and evening
thundershowers in the vicinity of Raleigh.
Moderate southerly winds are predicted
today with a high temperature in the low

90s and a low in the low T0s. A warmer
trend is expected today in the western
states and New England while it will be

west states. Only a few showers will fall
in the northwest, occurring in the Rockies
and Cascades. (AP Wirephoto.)

RECORD !Ereedom from restrictions on their
operations and parity without huge
|surpluses hanging over their

(Continzed from Page One.)

gaid the net result would contribute iheads.”

to their attempls to win a majority|
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Humphrey said he intends to tell

Fiphao Tikdla  sbnee

for another five years.

1
1

o p——— PN

dramatically amended fto retain
government conirol over patents

Democrats could claim credit. |
also, for m)??]?i_l_lg S0me _ﬂ'f the[in Goldshorn bawiee ot that soe

the yard. She was sentenced in

Stanly County last May to six

months for forcible trespass.
Wake Coroner Marshall Ben-

State mental hospital for Negroe

marle girl’s death circulated in|

nett said he learned from prison
officials that the girl “couldn't bef
controlled,” and was sent to dlg

PRISGNE&SJMGHED—FMI Negro inmates at Woman's Prison here were transferred

late }Tésierday to Caledonia Prison Farm. The four, who were being he{d in the: solitary
confinement of cells in the Reception Center Building here, were descnb»'ed- as influenc-
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in both houses.
‘Crucial’ Farm Bill,

The controversial farm bill ham-
mered through Congress with
White House pressure could be
crucial. Some politicians regard it

as the one issue most likely to)

determine which party takes over
on Capitol Hill next January, or
whether there is a divsion of con-
trol with one house Democratic
and the other Republican.

This issue involves substitution
of the system of flexible price
supports favored by the President
for rigid, high level props under
basic field crops.

As a sample of how Republican
and Democratic candidates will
ineet the issue, Sens. Ferguson

(R-Mich) and Humphrey (D-Minn)|

gave a newsman previews of what
they intend to tell the voters in
Lreir states.

. Ferguson, who heads the Senate
Republican Policy Committee, said

he is going to call the attention|

of the farmers to the fact that
rigid, high level supporters werp
“born out of war and the necessity

to produce food and supplies for|

our allies."

“Now we have to get back to
a peacetime farm program, omne
of flexible price supports in which

. PA e’ 5 s
J .
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ithat I think illustrates this Re-

publican administration’s philos-
ophy:

“Secretary of Labor Durkin, who
asked the President to keep his
campaign commitments to laber,
resigned when those promises were
broken; Secretary of Agriculture
Benson who counseled the Presi-
|dent to break his commitments to
the farmers is still in the cabinet.”
i Humphrey contended that the
| President promised continued high

paign. Eisenhower has said he
|never committed himself to any
fixed figure.

Congress refusal to consider re-

(vision of the Taft-Hartler Act ac-

tually was dictated by Senate|
Democrats who sent the bill back
{0 committee because they did not
like the amendments the Republic-
ans proposed. R

Eisenhower's failure to win a

|three-year extension of the re-

ciprocal trade agreements act,
with power to lower some tariffs,
apparently also wil” be heard from
in the campaign. Congress extend-
ed the act for only one year with-
lowk changes in the tariff authority.

Other major presidential pro-
posals which went down the drain

government health reinsurance
plan, the vote for 18-year-olds, a

A O U e gl

jory syjred

level supports in the 1952 cam-|

Wwres LCCWMCU Ul pdasdage 0r a rax
revision measure, excise tax re-
visions, a foreign aid program cut
800 million dollars under presi-
dential requests and the St. Law-
rence Seaway authorization. '

The Democrats also, gave Eisen-
hower a victory in helping kill off
in the Senate a proposal by Sen.
Bricker (R-Ohio) to limit treaty-
making powers. 3

Majorities in both parties wi
behind such measures as Gal
securily expansion, unemployment
compensation increase, a com|
mise increase in the national debt
limit, emergency drought loams,
coiton acreage adjustment, -
pansion of commodity credit bor-
rowing power, and a hospital -
struction program.

Democrats forced through a bill
to strip the Communist party | of

|legal rights, but Eisenhower’s lieu-

tenants prevented action to ban
the party outrighi on the grounds
that this would interfere with pend-
ing prosecutions under the Internal
Security Act.

Both parties joined in support
of bills to provide peacetime death
sentences for espionage, to take
away citizenship rights of persons
who join in espionage conspiracies

{and a measure to give immunity
|included statehood for Hawaii, a| >

to certain witnesses before con-
gressional investigations.

—RIOT=\

~ “(Continued from Page One.}
: R :
cell blocks. No one was injured
seriously.

The white women prisoners
went quietly to their cells when
ordered by Superintendent Hin-

ton.

g1 *Appung g ‘APQ
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However, many of the Negro

' prisoners defied the order and

_—_—

had to be herded into their build-

g ing by officers who formed a
z .[ human chain.
Once inside, most of them went

BORD[RALD PRd SADPIRISSR

into two large cell blocks on
either side of a corridor which
splits the building in half. About
four of them, including two *'C-
graders,” who seemed to be ring-
leaders of the riot, stayed in the
corridor.

The babble of voices in the cell
blocks rose to a deafening pitch
as these fwo women taunted the
guards and nﬂic_qrs, _throwing

1 S

time she was returned to pris
here. “A nurse said she b
brought water to the girl sever®
times—only to have it throw
hack in her face,” Bennett sa

that the girl had been violent nie

Enough of the details of th
death sifted down through th
prison yard next morning to sta
the wprising. The riot continnet
until 12:45 p.m. when Prisons Di
rector Bailey arrived.

The pandemonium qua
and fell into almost complete si.
lence when Bailey strode into
littered corridor between the
cell blocks. |

‘“What are you crving about?’
he asked one woman weepeiné
against the bars. “You girls sit
down and be quiet,” he told the
others. The women lining the bars
scurried around setting up fold-
ing chairs, and seated them-
selves.

“Now, what's this all about?”
he asked. The bhabble of voices
rose again until he raised his
hand for silence.

“You all know that T can’t talk
to all of you at once,” he said.
“T want each side here (meaning
each cell block) to choose two
women fo speak for you. We'l
go over to the office and talk.”

One side selected two, but the
other side wanted the two ring-

The coroner said he was told!bhleck

behind her back. L

sy W AU o WELMELOLL D K LISULL Y EIMCLUAY inOfiulg. LNE d00ve pIciiure wWas taken as prison. |

2

the matron.

Later a guard had to go inio the

cell block and get the rock away
from her. She then was placed in
solitary confinement
conduct improved.”

“until her

The inmates did not work yes-
terday, and a group of them went

| {out to play softball near the build-

ing where Eleanor Rush died and
other inmates were being held.

Among those confined near her
was Mabel Wright, a 19-year-old
Negro from Fayetteville, who had
been captured after escaping about
two weeks ago with three other in-
mates. The others were Bobhie
Jordan and Coreen Williams, both
also captured, apd Gwendolyn P.
Rhone of Elizabethtown, who is
still at large. .

Mabel Wright, it was reported,
called to some of the ball players.
She told them that hey friend
Eleanor Rush, had been “cruell

fore she died. Mabel Wright had a
cell across the corridor from Elea-
nor Rush, but the small glass win-
dow in the solid door had bee

leaders who held reign in the
corridor before being hustled off;|
kicking and screaming, to isola-
tion cells just before Bailey
showed up.

Bailey agreed fo talk fo the]
four representatives and ordered|
that the dining room be opened
and the rest of the women sent
to dinner. They filed out peace-
fully.

Coroner Bennett said he was uut
ready last night to make a ruling
in the girl's death, but would
continue his investigation.

“{Cantinued. jrom P ige One.)
lence on the woman's body and

Prisons Director Bailey said"ﬂ:e
doctor surmised that she “ram

covered with paper so she coul
not see out. However, small iron
grilled vents were open shove the
opposite cell doors.

The Wright wonan was at the

prisen for the thid time to SEI"IFe!n'.bers

a term given br for L'agranc}-,l
assault and resiting arrest.

hardt, who wa' on the yard, and!
started askingiuestions about the|
matter, inclumg why the Rush)
woman's bodyhad been taken Inl
Rex Hospitalhstead of St. Agnes!
Hospital for jegroes here. Finally |
isome 30 inmi®s, both whjte and|
Negroes, beane so agitated and
started crowlini so closely around
Mrs. Reinhrdt hat she refreated
to the meaby '1aSttul budlding"
to call Swt. Hintwm.

into a wall of the cell and brok-

her neck” although there wi

an marks to indicate that Heufiates starta@.tlﬂtmi‘-

- After Mrs. Ranhht foug
uge inside the mﬂ%
Dtra),

- |prison,

1 be causing “such a/commotion,”

¥ o
treated” by the prison officials be—l iﬁz Sl

Her listeners got excited and|but the people ain't nice.” |
went to Assistat Supt. Helen Rein-|  The inmate was hauled off in!

IN VLI

Prison for some of the guards on
duty there fo return.

A few minutes later, a guard
on the gate velled to Supt. Hinton
and Prisons Director Bailey that
Elease Jackson had gone over the
back fence.

The word came seconds before
the Central Prison van with extra
guards arrived, and in minutes
they had fanned out around the
place. The woman was caught
near Rock Quarry Road and hust-
led in a waiting car back to the

Prisons Director Bailey had re-
fused reporters permission to talk
to any of the inmates involved in|
the riot, and declined to allow|
photographs of them to be taken.

Eloise Jackson was available
briefly for questions and a picture|
after she broke out of the place,
however, and truthfully gave her
age and the reason she was serv-
ing time. l

Asked if she was not young to,

_ “They kill:d_my
She was referring to Eleanor
Rush, and replied when asked
“how" was Eleanor Rush killed,
“Mr. Hinton put a towel in her
mouth, tied it around her neck,
and choked her to death.” i
| While  sitting ™ between two
guards, awaiting fransfer to Cale-|
donia Prison Farm with three|
from the confinement)
block, she remarked that Wom-|
an’s Prison was ‘‘a nice place,|

a Central Prisonms bus with her
companions at 5:35 p.m. for Cale-|
donia. The other prisoners were
Coreen Williams, Bobby Jordan,
and Mabel Wright. Supt. Hinton!
thought that things at the prison
would be quieter with them trans-|
ferred to some other place.

157 white women and 205 Negro
women at the prison. The count
was five less last night.

1.
';
|
|

oftl TPuards lined a path from the main gate of Woman's Prison to a bus used in the transfer..
3 '%'he inmates moved were Elease Jackson, who attempted to
" oreen Williams, Bobby Jordan and Mabel Wright, all of whom were being held in
-?oljtary confinement because of previous escapes.

building. She was loud and)getting her out of that building,
erous in the line, it was stated;and the call went to Central
afid a matron asked her to be

iet. Her answer was to pick up
a rock, which she refused to put
down when ordered to do so by

escape after the riot; and

:
|

Yesterday morning there were

"ACOU
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FORECAST i
The weather forecast for North Caro-
lina is continued warm today and tomor-
row with a few afternoon and evening
thundershowers in the vicinity of Raleigh.
Moderate southerly winds are predicted
today with a high temperature in the low
90s and a low in the low T70s. A warmer
trend is expected today in the western
states and New England while it will be

slightly cooler in the Central Plains. Fair
to partly cloudy weather is forecast for the
nation but showers are expected in warm
tropical air in southern states and most
of the central part of the U. S. No precipi-
tation is forecast for northeast and south-
west states. Only a few showers will fall
in the northwest, occurring in the Rockies
and Cascades. (AP Wirephoto.)
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Carolina Cavalcade
By MARGARETTE WOOD SMETHURST

TORTURE. The higher the mercury goes and the more
oppréesive the humidity becomes the more I agree with a
Raleigh real estate man who said to me Tuesday, “Even if
they hadn’t hurt that little colored gal, just being penned up

~ in that close room in such weather was torture.” We were

speaking of the death at Womans Prison of Eleanor Rush.
On such a day as yesterday! —

- when this was written while the r"

thermometer at my house read 98
degrees with all windows open
and the fan going, the thought of
any human being being confined
for seven days and nights in fur-
nacelike heat, with the water cut
off, is beyond comprehension.

With many others, I can remem-
ber the ‘sweatbox deaths” of
North Carolina prisoners of 20-odd
‘years ago. I also remember the
“whitewashings’ that followed.
Eleanor Rush’s six-month sen-
tence, which turned out to be a
sentence of death, is a stark re-
minder that what could happen to
a badly adjusted child at the Wom-
an’s Prison may happen anywhere
in the State prison system so long
as prisons and prison camps are
staffed with untrained and incom-
petent personnel.

There is no place in North Caro-
lina for State torturers, There can
be no excuse for the continuance
of a regime in which death stalks
the man or woman temporarily
deprived of liberty for crime.

A '\, —

A wn

REMEMBER the 19-year-old boy
who lost both eyes while serving
the last lap of a short road sen-
tence in 1952? That was blamed on
buckshot. I said then and say
again that the State of North Caro-
lina cannot put a gun and buck
ammunition into the hands of a
guard and then penalize the guard
for using it. But nothing was ever
more certain than the need to be
sure that the hands, the aim, the
head and the character of those to
whom such responsibility and such
weapons are trusted are carefully
scrutinized  beforehand.  They
should be certified through train-
ing.

NOR will anyone deny that soli-
tary confinement cells are a nec-
essary part of prison discipline. It
isn’t the physical fact of discip-
linary measures that shocks us. It
is, rather, the placement of the
power to use and over-use these
death traps into the hands of per-
sons who by their uncorrectible
errors prove their unfitness to have
the authority over helpless people.

Anybody who has lived a life-
time with our sort of summer
heat who doesn’t sense the need
to fit the length of punishment to
human endurance in a sweatbox
room or cell, even if the water had
not been turned off, could hardly
be called “‘competent.”

And we scorn fhe Chinese who
stripped General Deane, THEIR
war prisoner, in zero weather!
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Death Hearing

Coroner Marshall W. Bennett
yesterday anneninced the sched-
uled public inquest’ into the
death of Eleanor Rush will
bé held at 10 a.m. Tuesday in
the third floor courtroom at
Wake County Courthouse.

The hearing had been set at
Woman's Prison. Bennett said
the location was changed be-
cause the courthouse would pro-
vide better accomodations for
the expected large crowd of
witnesses, officials, lawyers,
reporters and spectators.

Bennett added, however, that
he and a coroner’s jury will
visit Woman's Prison and
the cell in which the Negro
girl died in advance of the hear-
ing. He said the visit would
be made at 9:30 a.m., in time
to permit the coroner’s jury to
return to the courthouse for the
start of the proceedings.

Eleanor Rush, 18-year-old
former domestic from Albe-
marle, was found dead in an
isolation cell at Woman’s Pris-
on around midnight August 20
after she had been gagged and
strapped in leather restraining
cuifs. An autopsy showed she
died of a broken neck,

i
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By JIM RANKIN.
Wake County Coroner Marshall

‘| Bennett announced yesterday that

he will call for an inquest into the
mysterious death of an 18-year-
old Negro prisoner Friday night
at Woman’s Prison.

The death touched off a three
and a half-hour riot Saturday
morning among the 350 white and
Negro inmates.

Young Eleaner Rush, “problem
child” of the prisons system, was
tound dead shortly before mid-
Friday—25 minutes after
officials say they tiell her
hands fo her sides and left her
in the cement-walled room.

The last persons to see her alive
said Prisons Director William F.
Bailey, were Woman’s Prison Su-
perintendent I. D. Hinton, Guards

“|Aghley Horne and Paul Jones,
_{and Nurse Ilo Vinson.

These four said they went to

the isolation cell and bound the

girls’ arms because she was cre-
ating a disturbance.

Her arms were still bound when
she was found dead 25 minutes
lates. Prisons Doctor C. E. Flow-
ers said she died of a broken
neck.

Dr. Flowers theorized that she
may have fallen and hit her head
against the cell wall. He and
Coroner Bennett said they could
find no bruises on her head or
other marks of violence.

Bailey said yesterday he had
requested written reports from all
prison employes and inmates who
have knowledge of the woman’s
death and the ensuing riot. He
said the reports should indicate
what other courses his investiga-
tion will follow.

Bailey said ringleaders of the
riot Saturday morning will be dis-
ciplined. Four of them were {rans-
ferred to Caledonia Prison Farm
Saturday afternoon and approxi-
mately 30 more were moved out
of Woman’s Prison yesterday.
Interest in the prison boiled

over in Raleigh yesterday as cars

Wake Coroner to Ask For Probe
. Gf Girl’s Death In Prison Cell

Sunday afternoon, Raleigh police
were called to the scene fo clear
and direct traffic.

Coroner Bennett said he will
meot today with Solicitor Willi

. Bickett to decide on a time
and place for the inquest. The
coroner said, “I want all the facts
brought out into the open.”

Prison records show that the
young Negro girl had been in
solitary confinement for seven
days before her death. Serving a
six-month term for forcible tres-
pass, she was sent to prison on
May 7 and reduced io “C.grade”
on June 1 for creating a disturb-
ance in the cell block.

The records also show that the
girl had her first serious brush
with the law when she was 16
years old. The record vaguely re-
fers to a *jail term” for fornica-
tion and adultery.

She had served two terms in
Woman’s Prison: The term she
was serving when she died and
another six-month term from
Stanly County in 1953 for drunk-

blocked traffic in the vicinity

A

- -
p

enness and disturbing the peace.
e v ——

red prison September
e suid wﬁs transferred o
3 three

weeks later. She was sent

to Raleigh

!{hen sent to the State men

a mental case on December 22.
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Question
The State will await with the
greatest interest the results of the
investigation by the SBI of the re-
eent occurrences at the Woman's
‘Prison., Many ‘questions need to
be answered.

One, for instance: Was the young
woman prisoner whose spinal cord
was snapped already dead when
those who were handling her left
the cell?

And, if not, how did they hap-
pen to find her dead in the cell so
soon afterward?




1605 St. Mary's Street
Ralei gh, North Carolina
September 3, 1954

Judge C, Vv, Compton,
501 Republic Bank Bldg.,
Dallas, Texas.

Dear Judge Compton:

Imnediately after our conversation today,
I called Mr., Lemuel Davis, Raleigh attorney, and
asked that he write you directly in regard to
representing Eleanor Rush, deceased, and the side
of her peoPle and fellow-inmates at Waman's Frison
at the inquest into her death in an isolation cell.
She was found 25 minutes after bein®  g2ed and
randcuffed, by three men am a nurse,and left in

the enpty room. Her spinal cord was seXvered, her
neck broken. The riot was staged by the prisoners
the next moming in the recreation yard, Both
white and colored inmates took part in the riot,
and 30 women of both races were spirited away to
a prison farm more than 100 miles from Ralei gh,
immediately after riot was over. Prison officials
are now saying that the riot was not a riot, but
they wjll mot deny that the sheriff, the Raleigh
police forece and a truck full of guards from the
State Prison for men were called in to quell it.




When the coroner arrived at the Prison, the
gag had been removed and the leather lmndcuffs
had also been taken off the dead girl, (18 years
01d and a repeater). No mention of the &g was
made to the coroner 2nd no admission of that phase
of the ki11ing was made unti 1 the News and Obgérver,
the local mornirig paper for which I write a column,
broke the story. Up to that time, the prison
lawyer hmd "theorized" that &leanor Rush broke
her neck by butting the wall,

?.O
The body was found by %o coroner to lve Deen
moved from its position in death haff on and half
off the mattress on the floor,to a position of
"repose" fully on the mattress.

A week after the death, when the paper broke
the gag stary, pPrison offifials freely admitted
the girl was gagged and claiued that a "cup towel"
was thrust in her mouth vetween her teeth and tied
at the back of her neck.

A1l this is to oring gou up to date on the
background of the riof, staged in fury over the
girl's mistreatment and death, But for the riot,
it is indeed doubtful if the ¢ircumstances of
the Negro girl's death would have oeen known at
all 07 the public.

In appreciation of your interest in humane
prison reform in Aux
€rica, which I share, I want 7



thank you for your offer to provide counsel., I
recemmended Mr . Davis not only because he is a good
lawyer (there are many good lawyers) but_pr mari y
because he has demonstrated his interest’ hing
we wish to wipe out - "barbarism." Furt_i;nr, he is
in no way connected with the present administration,
either county or State.

At present, the prison administration in N. C,

is 1oaded wit h political appointees, It has been
under constaht fire for mismanagement and incompetencs
1argely due to the fact that in our °tate, the

pridon department is a divisi on of the Highway
Depvartment , a devartment muc h more interested in

free labor for roads than in rehabilitation of

hunman resources. But I d not wish to bore you.

Thank you again for your interest.

Sincerely yours,

rang nitls Yod In b ok

(Mrs!{ Frank Smethurst)

P, 5. I have not been able to reach Mrs. Waters,
but will keep trying.
.M.“-.Qv
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September 15, 195l

Mpr., Cs V, Compton
501 Republie Bank Bldg,
Dallas 2, Texas :

Dear Sir:
Res Alleged violation of Giyil Riphts

Statutes by Officers of State Prigon:
w8t Chaviotte, N. C., Aug, 22, 198l

Tour letter and enclosures addressed to me as
United States Attorney, Washington, D. Ci; re above :
ecaptioned matter were forwarded to me from Washington and
received by me this morning. Your letter to me is dated
September &, 195, - ‘

I never was United States Attorney in Washington,
but was United States Attorney of the Southern District or
Florida, but resligned and my services were terminated
August 7, 1953+ I have turnéd over your letter and every=
thing that came with 1t to my suecessor, Mr, James L.
Guilmartin, United States Attorney for the Southern District
of Florida, with headquarters at Miami, Florida, who wilil
reply to your letter addressed to me on the 8th instent.

Yours truly,

Herbert Se Phillipg

Copy to:

Mr, Jemes L., Guilmarti
United States Attorney .
P, 0. Box 928 :
Miami, Florida




C. V. COMPTON INVESTMENTS
501 REPUBLIC BANK BLDG.

ST-1864 — RA-4780
DALLAS 2, TEXAS

September 24,1954

Mr. Jemes L. Guilmartin
United States Attorney
a5

P. G. Box 928
Miemi, Florids

Dear Sir:

I have & letter from Mr. H. S. Phillips, Attorney, Tampa
Florida, stating that =z letter with enclosures, sent to Eim,
was forwarded to you.

v

as intended for Mr. &rthur B. Caldwell, Chief,

This letter w
Civil Rights Section, Criminal Division, Washington,l12, D.C

Mr. Caldwell, as well as myself, will apprecisate your send-

ing him the letter and clippings.
T

Thanking you in advance, I am

Very truly-yours,

&7

C, V. Compton




Miami, Florida,
September 27, 1954»
J1G/ppg '

Department of Justice,
Washington 25, D, C.

Attention: Chief,
Civil Rights Sectiom,
Criminal Division,

Re: Alleged violation of Civil Rights
Statutes by Officers of State Prison
lt cmrmt‘, Ne cC' Aug. 22. 19510.

Dear 35ir:

At the request of C. V, Compton, Esquire, of 501 Republic
Bank Building, Dallas 2, Texas, and in accordance with his letter to
me of September 24, 1954, I am forwarding to you material which Mr,
Compton inadvertently addressed to the former United States Attorney
of this district, Honorable Herbert S. Phillips, at Washington, D. Csy
which was forwarded to Mr, Phillips who, in turn, forwarded the en-
closures to me,

Apparently these clippings were in the first instance in-
tended for your office, and they are enclosed herewith., To complete
your file, I am enclosing a copy of Mr, Phillips' letter to Mr. Compton
of September 15, 1954, and the original letter to me from Mr, Compton
dated September 24, 1954,

Very truly yours,

JAMES L, GUILMARTIN,
United States Attorney,

ce: Hon, Herbert S, Hailiipa,
P. 0o Box 1793, Tampe, Fla,

 Hons G Ve Compton.
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Department of Justice, RECEIV

Attention: Chief, CIVIE RIAUTe o
Civil Rights Section, VIL RIGHTS SECTION
Criminal Division,

Re: Alleged violation of Civil Rights
Statutes by Officers of State Prison
at Charlotte, N. C», Aug. 22, 1954,

Dear Sir:

At the request of C. V, Compton, Esquire, of 501 Republic
Bank Building, Dallas 2, Texas, and in accordance with his letter to
me of September 24, 1954, I am forwarding to you material which Mr,
Compton inadvertently addressed to the former United States Attorney
of this district, Honorable Herbert S, Phillips, at Washington, D, C.,
which was forwarded to Mr, Phillips who, in turn, forwarded the en-
closures to me,

Apparently these clippings were in the first instance in-
tended for your office, and they are enclosed herewith, To complete
your file, I am enclosing a copy of Mr, Phillipst letter to Mr, Compton
of September 15, 1954, and the original letter to me from Mr, Compton
dated September 24, 1954,

/ Very truly yours,
7 W

JAMES L. GUIIMARTIN,
United States Attorney,

Y

cc: Hon, Herbert S, Phillips, /*—
P, 0o Box 1793, Tampa, Fla, |

Hone Ce Vo COIHPton.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

CHARTOTTE
| CHARIOTTE 9/29 {5!,.23/ 2239 *52;’27- PAUL D. SCHILLER  :IRS/RD
IVAN D, HINTON; CIVIL RIGHTS
EIEANOR RUSH - VICTIM

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Victim, inmate of North Carolina State Women's Prison, Raleigh, N.C.,
found dead in isolation cell on 8/21/54%. Prior to discovery of body,
victim had been placed in isolation cell at direction of subject,
Warden of Women's Prison, and had been placed in a restraining belt
and had been gagged with a towel. Autopsy report reflects cause of
death to have resulted from a dislocation of the neck with subsequent
compression of the cervieal cord. Conclusion of autopsy reflects neck
could have been dislocated while gag was being applied or could have
been dislocated by vietim in her attempt to dislodge gag. Coroner's
Jury reviewed circumstances surrounding death and held vietim came to
her death due to her violent efforts against necessary restraint while
they were being applied and in her subsequent struggle to remove them|
Files of N. C. Prison Department reflect victim was continuous troublé-
maker while prisoner and considered incorrigible. USA JULIAN T. GASKILL,
EDNC, Raliigh, N. C., states he 1s of opinion that no Federal violatign
exists, dentification record and description of victim and description
of subject set forth.

P T

DETAIIS: This investigation is predicated upon a letter received
by the Director, FBI, from Warren Olney III, Agsistant
Attorney General, Criminal Division, dated éeptember 15y
195%, requesting that an inquiry be conducted into the
death of the vietim, which occurred while she was incarcerated in
North Carolina State Women's Prison, Raleigh, North Carolina.

APPROVED AND SEECIAL AGENT, DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

FORWARDED: IN CHARGE
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Governor WILLIAM B, UMSTEAD, State of North Carolina,
was advised on September 23, 1954, of ingquiry in this matter. - i

AT RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA

Mr, WILLIAM F, BAILEY, Director of Prisons, North Caro-
lina State Prison Department, was contacted at his office in Raleigh at
the beginning of this 1nvestigation on September 23, 1954, Mr.

BAILEY stated that he would cooperate in this investigation in any
manner requested and stated that all of the facilities and personnel
of his Department were at the disposal of the reporting Agent.

Mr, BAILEY was asked to relate the circgmstances, as he
knew them, which led up to the death of the victim. “e stated that
vietim was inearcerated at Women's Prison at Raleigh on August 20, 195k,
serving a six months sentence for Trespass, having been sentenced from
Stahly County, North Carolina., BAILEY stated that, on the evening of
August 20, 1954, victim refused to follow the instruetions of a matron
at the pr{son and threatened the matron with a rock.

IVAN D, HINTON, Warden of Women's Prison, ordered victim
to be placed in an isolation cell until such time as she couldmchange
her attitude and regain her composure. After being placed in isolation,
vietim continued to carry on and was sreaming and swearing to an extent
that the noise was disturbing all of the other prisoners in the area.

Aeccording to BAILEY, Warden:HINTON then went to the cell
of the vietim with two guards and a matron and attempted to quiet the
vietim, Vietim was throwing herself around the cell and tearing it
up in such a manner that Wardent HINTON had a restraining belt placed
on the vietim's hands for her own protection and to protect the \

prison property. ;

Mr. BAILEY continued that vietim continued her loud
screaming, which could be heard throughout all of the dormitories of the
_prison, due to the location and construction of the isolation section,

until Warden HINTON returned to victim's cell and assisted the guards in
placing a eloth towel around victim's head and across her mouth so as to
gag her, Vietim strongly resisted the placing of this gag and was
able to remove it shortly after it had been placed on her. :
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inguestand the findings of the Coraner
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FBI #633 22 R

ELBANOR BUSH

6 Mouths

9/15/53

5/10/54

m

The follewing is a physical desaription of vickin, as oon-

talned in the vecords of the North Carelina Stabe Prisun Departments

i s

RUSH

ELEANOR

- =

3
Sears & Markss

NHame:
Rages

. Sexy-
Borns
Ages
Wedght s

- Badldds
Hairs
Eyes:
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The following is & physlosl deseription o mibiest
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Names IVAY Ds HINTON

Rage: o Hhdbe

Ages ' | $ 2

Barns 10/11/95

Hedght s 51 1on ‘

Wedght 3 190 S

Budlds Medium

Hadr: Brown :

Ryes: |  Klug (Wears Glasses)

Scars & Markss 0 Nems listed

Address; Noden; Women's
Prison, Raleigh,
Newth Carolina,




Mr, G, V. Compton
501 Republic Banlk Building
Dallas 2, Texas

Dear Mr, Comptont

. The White House Office has referred your letter
of September 24, 1954, to the Department for acknowledgment,
You allepe certain faregularities irn comnection with the
death of one Elanor RBush,en frmate of the State Prison for
Women, in Raleigh, Horth Carolina, You suggest en Investigae
tion, -

Ag State institutions amd their immates are
governed by the State laws, the Federal Government is without
authority to intervene in such metters, Tt doos not apnedr,
therefore; that 'the Department of Justice can be of any help
in this instance, However, if you have not alreedy dene 80,
it la sugpested that you appeal to the proper State authore
“-ities concerning the possibility of investiyatins the death
.of the person in guéstion,

Your letter is returned,

Sincerely yours,

S. A, ANDRETTA
Administrative
Assistant Attornmey General

Tnglosure No, 28736

1ba
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- " aTANDARD FORM NO. 64 .) . - 6‘3
ﬂice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Warren Olney IIT : 3 F‘Bfgw
TO . Assistant Attorney Genera RECEIVED DATB: EDEB/S i i
Criminal Division RECEIVE S ivEeD

0CT 15 1954 ART 1 £ tne s
0CT 15 1954

CIVIL aCHSoE(H(n CRIMINAL Division

From : Director, FBI

SUBJECT: TVAN D, HINTON
\ELEANOR RUSH’~ VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS (your ref 1hL-5L-55 Srm Iy
(Reference is made to __yo memorandum dated _ 9/15/5L )

/‘-\

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special
Agent Paul D. Schiller dated _9/29/5k
at Charlotte .

A. () Please advise whether you desire any further
investigation.

B. () The investigation is continuing and you will 0 (il Mg
be furnished copies of reports as they are received. Ve g AamdtL o,

C. (X) The investigation which has been requested

by you has now been completed., Please advise whether youD.R.\N' oz
desire further investigation.

PN et

2TMENT OF JUSTICE
octr 12 1354

5705 B -_':-:H‘D'il %

D-HPO

RIM. - CIVIL RIGHTS SEC.
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Typed: 10/21/5L Qctober 25,1954

Julian 7, Caskill, Esquire et g Wkl
United States Attarney '
Raleigh, North Carolina G e S,
Re:  Ivan D. Hinton :
Eleanor Rush - Vietim
Civil Rights
Dear Mr. Gaskill:

Enclosed herewith you will find a eapjr of a self-.
explanatory memorandum of even date to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation on the captioned subject.

Simerely,
WARREN OLNEY IIT

Assistarnt Attorney General
Criminal Division

ﬁ%/
K By:
6% ‘/ - ARTHUR B. CALDWELL

; Chief, Civil Rights Section
Baclosure MNo. 57529 , -

Records v RN

Chrono Eh B ————
lp, Melt yISET D' MAILRDS
T i@ zer OMMLHB o ,rsg]»i,

C. R, Sacs ONB cg&u

06T 25,

L

1954 Ct |




fyped:‘ 10/21/51;

Director

Pederal Bureau of Investigation
' . October 25, 1954.‘
Warren Olney III, Assistant Attorney Qeneral, Wor DMirm
Criminal Division ‘ yid :
Ivan B. Hhinton : : 1hl-8L-88 M. S.
Eleanor Rush - Vietim TR :
Givil Rights - : : REGET
Reference is made to your memorandum of ‘Ogtober 8, _1951;,' '
4o which was attached copy of report of Agent Paul D. Sohiiller,

dated September 29, 1954, on the captionad aﬁbﬂocﬁ. ‘i_io further
investigation 1is d-sji'od and we are cioai.ng our files on the

natter.

Records «
Chrono

K ° Mel‘bzer
(3 R.SEC.
USA, Raleigh

' MuSSENGRER
A mom, 8O
24 C
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NOTICE TO CLOSE FILE

! CASE TITLE

TO: RECORDS ADMINISTRATION BRANCH

YOU ARE ADVISED TEATIEIEABOVEHUHBEREDFILEHASBEENCLOSED
AS OF THIS DATE,
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C. V. COMPTON,
501 Republic Bank Building,
DALLAS 2, TEXAS.

Mr, Arthur B. Caldwell
Chief, Civil Rights Section
Criminsl Bivision
Department of Yustice,

Washington, 25, D..C.
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C. V. COMPTON INVESTMENTS : :

501 REPUBLIC BANK BLDG.
ST-1864 — RA-4790 h
DALLAS 2, TEXAS fn./‘ £

Th

November 5,1954
RECEIVED

A\l M1/ 1 41T A
{4}

Mr. Arthur B. Caldwell CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION
Department of Justice =
Civil Rights Section
Weshington,25, D. C.

Ee: £lleged violations of Civil Rights
Statues of Officers of State Prison,
Charleston, N. C.

Dear Mr. Caldwell:

It is hard for me to believe that Mr. Andretta speaks the author-
atative voice of the Attorney General. If he does, I am greatly
hempered in my work.

T immediately called the reporter who wrote the story of the homicide
end then communicated with zn sttorney there, who was recommended,

but ngturally did not employ him when I resceived Mr. Andretta's
letter. T should have given you this information in my letter dated

November &rd.
sii:z!tly yPprs,
V. Comouton

cve/j

M
AP LT
/ 7 "M’... - - &t P
S — Ty -

NOV 8 1954 |
), 0DS. B ?€:g¢°

e e

T‘
P!
0
r

fﬁ“fC”VrmwwﬁwLi




C. V. COMPTON INVESTMENTS
501 REPUBLIC BANK BLDG.
ST-1864 — RA-4790
P DALLAS 2, TEXAS

: \..I} > AL X _,\-@Jo
5 September £4,1954 ,f"nﬁgfigo%r
—T 0" ‘,1610(.
The Honorable Ike Eis:nhower e o
President of the U. S. ‘Deb 7
Nashington, D. C. e,

Dear Sir:

After thorough investigation I shall report to you that
Elanor Rush, z citizen of the United States, met her death
at the hands of prison-keepers, August 20,1954, at the
State Womean's Prison, Raleigh, N. C.

There is proof beyond a ressonsble doubt, that state employees
broke the prisoner's neck while she was being gageged.

Further, we believe that the State of North Carolina will not
prosecute the guilty parties, =znd that the culprits will g
unpunished if the Federal Authorities take no action.

We hope, that midst your meny other important duties, you
will give due regard to this matter over which you have control.

Yours very truly,

. Lom yton

Cve/

INCLOSURE :“
No. ss736 . - }_ o o5 ]
From | (5" IET OF JUSTIGE [\B |
Department of FJustice 2 NOV 8 1954 |°¢
7—840 } e AR AL ! :_
U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING oFFICE W 2B L LAl l‘ D
e - —_— 3 ,:_ ~CIVIL RIGHTS SEC |
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ADMINISTRATIVE
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ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

=T00=2=£%5

Ae5ml—

Bepactment of Justice L
THaghington
October 1, 1954

Mr, C., V., Compton
501 Republic Bank Building
Dallas 2, Texas

Dear Mr, Compton:

The White House Office has referred your letter
of September 24, 1954, to the Department for acknowledgment,
You allege certain irregularities in connection with the
death of one Elanor Rush,an inmate of the State Prison for
Women, in Raleigh, North Carolina, You suggest an investiga-
tion,

As State institutions and their inmates are
governed by the State laws, the Federal Govermment is without
authority to intervene in such matters, It does not appear,
therefore, that the Department of Justice can be of any help
in this instance, However, if you have not already done so,
it is suggested that you appeal to the proper State author-
ities concerning the possibility of investigating the death
of the person in question,

Your letter is returned,

Sincerely yours,

M

S, A, ANDRETTA
Administrative
Assistant Attorney General

Inclosure No, 88736



c. V. COMPTON,
507 Republic Bank Building,
DALLAS 2, TEXAS.

e e T

Mr. Arthur B. Caldwell

Department of Justice

Washing 25. 1 ;
Vashingzton, 25, D. Ca




C. V. COMPTON INVESTMENTS i
501 REPUBLIC BANK BLDG. 2 Rk \! \‘
Recevip | MO0

ST-1864 — RA-4790
DALLAS 2, TEXAS AT A

NOV'S 104 o RicHTS SECTION
CRIMINAL DIVISION

November 3,1954

Mr, Arthur B. Caldwell
Chief, Civil Rights Section
Washington, D. C.
Re: Alleged violations if VYivil
Rights Statues of Officers of
State Prisons, Charleston, N.C.
Dear Sir:
I am just wondering if you ever received clippings referred
to in letter addressed to you by Mr. James L. Guilmartin,
dated September 27,1954, a copy of which is enclosed herewith.
Will you advise me if we should meke further investigations
about the murder of Elesnor Rush. I am still being urged to
comz to North Carolina.

Best wishes,.

Yours very t Vs

Cs V. Compton

cve/ j

DEPARTMENT OF JUS
8 19
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Typed: 11/15/5k

yemBerye , 1964

¥r. C.- % cmm
Sol !bpublie Bank nmas.ng

Dallas 2, Texas

: Re: Eleanor Rmh - Vietim - s
North Carolina State Houn'a Priam;-
Civil Rmh

Dear Mr. Compion:

mhhtoamhdpmhtteraofﬂwuborjaME, 195h. S

to the mﬁanuud.

We hln roec!.ud from Unitod Statu Attnrney James L. Gunmrtin, ; i
the press clippings referred to in youwr letter of ﬁambur 3

Responsive to your letter of o venber 5; Wwe may state that t.lu

~ Department receives thousands of communications each day and the Office of = .
‘the Administrative Assistant Attorney Ceneral attempis to relieve the case -

load of the Department's enforcement divisions, by responding to much of
the correspondence which does not appear to be such ag would mmllybt

' handled by the other Divisfons of the Department.  Due %o a mixup in the

Filing Classification Section, your letter of Ssptambqr 2k, 195k, to the

Fresident was sent to Mr., Andretta instead of to the Civ;tl nm;, 3“,.,10“ by ‘*

atthCrhMDimioneftheDmﬂmt .- g ; ‘
This matter had {n fact been called to the Atten'bhn R

Civil Rights Section by the Federal Burean of Investigation on September 9, =
195h. At our request an investigetion was msde. The report reflected that

after mdﬁhmmnutronwithnruckandmplmd in an
isolation cell, she continued to saream and. swear fo such an extent that -
the noise disturbed all the other prisoners in the institution, Attnpu

~to quit her down were unsuecessful. She was allegedly throwing herself :

around in the uummingitupmwehamthu%mm
directed that i restraining belt be placed en heér hands for her own wo-»
tection and to protect the prisom property and that a cloth towel be - el
plnud around her head and scross her mouth so as to gag her.. “She runiutcd-
the placing of this gag and was able to remove it shortly after it was

placed on her. It was necessary to restrain her with force to raplace the . - -

§ag, because of hgm violence. Having been left standing in the middle of
her cell, a gua 3
on the floor

Records .+
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- Mr. Heltzor
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An awtopsy rathct-d that tha cause of dcath vag & dis- -
location of the neck with subsequent compression of the cervical
cord and that the dislocation could have occurred while the gag
was being applied or could have occurred: by her attempts to disledge

the gag. ‘This latter aspsct of the matter would leave the Department -

with a set of facts which were as consistent with innocence as with
guilt of a Civil Rights viclation and we ncceulrily have cloaod the
case in our files. : ‘ :

: Sincgrely,_
WARREN OLNEY III

Asgistant Attorney General
Criminal Division

-~ ARTHUR B, CALDWELL
Chief, Civil Rights Sic_\‘.ioq
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Se A. Andretta, Adninistrative ‘ . Typed: 11/15/5k
Assistant Attorney Ceneral ; ' AR S
Warren Olmay III, Assistant Attorney Bonml, ‘ & m:m:m

Criminal Division ke = P
s : : Hovember 18,1984 | -
Letter of September 24, 195 to LAy 1hSh=55

the President from €. V. Compten, . : R E
Dallas, Texas. : : : 5

Reference is made to your reply of October 1, 195k, to the
above letter. Enclosed is copy of self-explanatory letter of aven
date to Mr. C&ptom

we appreciate that there are situations such as preuntcd by
Hr. Compton's letter in whiech it is sometimes diffieult to determine
whether there has been & viclation of a Federal ariminal statute.
While it is true that generally speaking state institutions and their
inmates are governed by State laws only, there is an excepiion where
State officials acting under color of thelr offices: d-privo inmates
of life, liberty or property without due process ol . (See U, S, Vo
Jones, 207 Fe'2nd 735.)

Aceordingly, it is suggested that whenever 2 e.mnunleatinn
reflects such a possible occurrence, it should be sent o the Civil -
Rights Section for attention. Presumably when you wrote to Mr. Goupton
you were not aware that the Department was at that tinme aonduc’bing an
investigation of the death of Eleanor Kush, tho vi.ct.in- :

In any event it 15 suggested that ynm- reply to him which is

contained in D.p%zt ntal file No. 100-2-L5 may appropriately be placed
in file %o. bifi e ?g so that all material on {hepgaa nay be in one place.

inelosure Yo. 61376
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" B o ‘ Very truly yours,

. _ .! ‘{!’ }\.{;_ - 5‘(/#\‘;&\)‘""'
CENED.
RECEIVED gﬁ g
By A SNiL RIGHTS SECTION

AloBiNiSION
27, 195k

Jm{m;

Department of Justice, o o Ihe E
vashingten 25, D. C. 10 poSESor .f‘“} fﬁ

Attention: Chief, PN ‘-]9
| Civil Rights Section, .54
Criminal Division, Dl

Re: Alleged v:toht:l.m of Civil Rights
Statutes by Officers of State Prison
at Chl.\‘httl, Ne Coy Augs 22, 1954

Dear Sir:

At the request of C. V. Compton, Esguire, of 501 Republie
Bank Building, Dallas 2, Texas, and in accordance with his letter to
me of September 24, 1954, I am feorwarding to you material which Mr.
Compton imadvertently addressed to the former United States Attorney
of this district, Homorable Herbert S. Phillips, at Washington, D. Cey
which was ferwarded to Mre Phillips who, in tum, forwarded the en-
closures to me,

Mmmmpmmmamwm-
tended for office, and they are enclosed herewith. To complste

~ your file, I am ehclosing a copy of lr, Fhillips' letter to ir. Compten

15, 1954, and the eriginal letter to me from My, Compten

s 1954,

JAMES L. GUILMARTIN,
United States Attoraey.

ce: Hom. Herbert S, 'W, e, B A et

Ps Qo Box 1793, Tempa, Fla. Z./([ 5%/
Hon, Co V. Compton.

: L4
RECEIVED Eovse UL e Ros

J.b.LA.n-L '-\/—-—4 A"V L \.,.-—-.--L) UJ-JU

DEC 6 1954 e
CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION . ‘

» B N
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1hh-5h5S Hovember18 , 1084

¥r. C. V. Compton
501 Republic Bank Building
Dallas 2, Texas

Re: Eleanor Rush - Vietim
North Carolina State Women's Prison
Civil Rights :

Dear Nr. Comption:

This is to acknowledge your letters of Hovember 3 and 5, 195,
to the undersigned.

We have received from United States Attorney James L. Guilmartin,
the press clippings referred to in your letier of Hovember 3.

Besponsive to your letter of November 5, we may state that the
Depariment receives thousands of communications each day and the Office of
the Administrative Assistant Attorney General attempis to relisve the case
load of the Department's enforcement divisions, by responding to much of
the correspondence which does not appear to be such as would normally be -
handled by the other Divisions of the Department. Due to & mixup in the
Filing Classification Section, your letter of September 2k, 195k, to the
President was sent to Mr. Andretta instead of to the Civil Rights Section
of the Criminal Division of the Department.

This matter had in fact been called to the attention of the
Civil Rights Section by the Pederal Bureau of Investigation on September 9,
195h. At our reguest an investigation was made. The report refle cted that
after the victim threatened a matron with a rock and was placed inm an =
isolation cell, she coniinued to scream and swear to such an extent that
the noise disturbed all the other prisoners in the institution. Attempts
%o quit her down were unsuccessful. She was allegedly throwing herself
around in the cell and tearing it up in such a manner that the Warden
directed that a restraining belt be placed on her hands for her own pro-
tection and %o protect the prison property and that a cloth towel be
placed around her head and across her mouth so as to gag her. She resisted
the placing of this gag and was able to remove it shortly after it was -
placed on her. It was necessary to restrain her with force to replace the
gag, because of her violence. Having been left standing in the middle of
her cell, a guard thirty minutes later in checking cells noticed her lying -
on the floor and found her dead.



An autopsy reflected that the cause of death was a dis-
location of the neck with subssquent compression of the cervical
cord and that the dislocation could have occurred while the gag
was being applied or could have occurred by her attempts to dislodge
the gag. This latter aspect of the matter would leave the Department
with a set of facts which were as consistent with innocence as with
guilt of a Civil Rights violation and we necessarily have closed the
case in owr files.

Sincerely,
WARREN OLNEY ITI

Asgistant Attorney (eneral
Criminal Division

By:
ARTHUR B. CAIDWELL
Chief, Civil Rights Section
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Criminal Division

| . )
l,,,qlﬂ SUBJECT : Letter of September 2k, 195k to | yi ol 1hh-Sh-55 \\ ~ lf‘
the President from C. V. Compton,’ foy : |
Dallas, Texas.

Reference is made to your reply of October 1, 195L, to the \(‘vﬁ

above letter. Enclosed is copy of self-explanatory letter of even
date te Mr. Compton.

We appreciate that there are situations such as presented by “\‘0\
Mr, Compton's letter in which it is sometimes difficult to determine
whether there has been a violation of a Federal criminal statute.
While it is true that generally speaking state institutions and their
inmates are governed by State laws only, there is an exception where
State officials acting under color of their offices deprive inmates
of life, liberty or property without due process of lews (See Us Se Veoon
Jones, 207 Fe« 2nd 785.) : | 7 ¢/

7 e

Accordingly, it is suggested that whenever a commumication it | =B,
reflects such a possible occurrence, it should be senti to the /Civid 100/ |

Rights Section for attention, Presumably when you wrote to Mr. Compton
you were not aware that the Department was at that time conducting an ~
investigation of the death of Eleanor Rush, the victim,

% 3”““ W (V]

In any event it is suggested that your reply to him which is
contained in Departmental file No. 100-2-}5 may appropriately be pl
in file No. 1h)i-54-55 so that all material on the casgfmay %)ye " Enzc;%.ace

Enclosure No. 61376






