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INITIALS AND FILE NUMBER vl L F QECQ;V L'.'-.I—-)
GHJrsrl UNITED STATES ATTORNEY #
Unc. V NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA R SEP ﬁ 1951 G 3
BIRMINGHAM 1, ALABAMA
P. 0. BOX 195 CR'M]NAL DIV‘SIUN

September l, 195L

The Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington 25, D. C.

Attention: Honorable James M. McTInerney
Assistant Attorney General

In re: Floyd Vinyard; Willie Ruth Wiiliams - Victim
Civil Rights and Domestic Violence
Your File: JM:MWH:efr 1Lli-1-115

Sirs

This office is in receipt of Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion report regarding the above violation, submitted August 29,
1951, by Henry A. Donahoo, Special Agent attached to the Birmingham
office,

In view of the matters set forth therein, it is our recommenda-

tion that prosecution should be declined in this case and that no
further investigation be instituted.

Respectfully,
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

BY:

g7}

GEORGE HUDDLESTON, JR.
Assistant United States Attorney
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

--’Ojﬁce Memoaﬂd%m e UNITED M1es covERNMENT

James M. McInerney
T0 ., Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division  p,7g. Septen;hgmﬁlu;;ﬁl%l

: . Director, FBI
FROM : ’ 5 0 1051

suBjecT: FLOYD H, VINYARD; e el
WILLIE RUTH MOSELY nee Willie Ruth Williams - VICTIMEL Livision
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DéMESTIC VIOIENCE
YOUR REFERENCE 144-1-115,/MWH

Reference is made to_my memorandum dated September 8, 1951,

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Specml Agent_Henry A,

Donahoo dated_ 8-29-51 at__ Birmingham The investigation
which has been requested by you has now been completed and no further investi-

gation is contemplated unless requested by you.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION® ~v

Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BIRHIHGHAM FILE NO. MI."EEB shmw
BIRMINGHAM 8/35751 | 8,22,23,28/51  HENRY A. DONAHOO

TITLE cﬁﬂ GE.D H CHARACTER OF CASE
FLOYD H. VINYARD; CIVIL RIGHTS AND
WILLIE RUTH MOSELEY, nee Willie Ruth DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.
Williems - VICTIM.

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Additional investigation, Gadsden, Ala.
reflects subject tried before Civil Service
Commission for instant shooting and was found
not guilty. Coroner, Etowah Cownty, Als.
rendered verdict of justifiable homicide.
JEWEL HOLLIS, Gadsden, states victim came to
her home 4/25/51 drinking snd cursing and
started fight and she called police; did not
see shooting but heard victim state, "I won't
drop & G.D. thing" and heard officer tell her,
"Don't come up on me." Victim's aunt states
vietim visiting her night of [/27/51 and morning
of 4/28/51 and was drinking. The aunt took
a straight rasor away from victim before vietim
went to HOLLIS' home 4/28/51 where she got in
fight. 'The awmt foreibly took vietim from
HOLLIS' home but viectim grabbed ice pick and
ran out door toward HOLLIS' home stating,
"7111]1 kill that biteh if it's the last thing
I do" and then aunt heard shots but did not
see shooting. Subject and accompanying officer
state shots fired in self defense.
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]
DETAILS: The title of this case is being marked changed to
_ reflect subject's full name as FLOYD H. VINYARD.
A?;::::&ND? Vi) smm:.".hlnm " DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
i el =
COPIES OF THIS REFORT el 4 ’ ’ l‘-{--.."
?- Bureau (AMSD) A E C | DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE |
- USA, Birminghem | SEP. 121951 AM| . [
2 - Birmingham §  DivISION OF KLLURDS
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PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED,

¢ U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16~ 5025571
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: By letter dated August 9, 1951 the Bureau enclesed
a memorandum from Mr, JAMES McINERNEY, Assistant Attorney Genmeral,
who stated thet a review of the preliminary investigation
conducted by 8Special Agent CHARLES W. PERRY indicated that the
statements of those close by c¢learly showed that although victim
did not comply with subject’s commsnd to drop the ice pick she
nevertheless made no attempt to strike officer with the pick or
to thresten him before he fired the shots resulting in her death.
The Attorney General's momorandum requested further investigation.

AT GADSDEN, ALABAMA:

The following investigation was conducted by the
writer and Special Agent CHARLES W, PBRRY:

The following persong who live in the immediate
viecinity where instant shooting took place advised that they
new nothing coneerning the shootings

WILLIE B, BAKER, 313 South 16th 8trest,
BETTY JEAR JONES, 505 South 16th Street,
HOLLIS WHETSTONE, JR., 1528 Cansler Avenuse,
QUINN TOWNSERD, iSBO Cansler Avenue.

ROSA DELL DISMURES, 406 South 16th Street, which is
immediately behind the house where victim was shot, stated that
she heard instent shots but 4id not see or hear snything preceding
the shooting and she did mot go out of her house toc see what
had happened. ~

MARY ROBINSOE, 1528 Cansler Avenue, stated that
she waeg home at the time of the shooting. B8he stated that she
did not see the shooting although she heard the shots. 8&he
further stated that shortly before the ghooting she heard the
victim out in the back yard curaing but she does not know whother
she was oursing eny individual or not. She stated she had no
further information conserning the shooting. '

JEWEL HOLLIS, 1532 Cansler Avenue, declined to

sxecute a signed statement but she stated orally that about 8300
or 8230 a.m. June 28, 1951 WILLIE RUTH MOSELEY came to her house
at which time her fourteensyear-old son, IRVIN HOLLIS, was on the
porch holding JEWEL HOLLIS' small baby. She stated that viotin
was drinking very heavily and ocursing and that she tried to take
the baby from IRVIN HOLLIS. JEWEL HOLLIS stated that she told
the victim to let the baby alone and to leave the house but that
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vietim opened the screen door and walked on in the house. She
asked the victim three or four times to leave but the vietim
continued to eurse her and refuséd to leave, The HOLLIS woman
then threatened to casll the police and vietim replied, "Call
the damm poliee.” She then tried to push the victim sut of the
door and vietim started fighting her.

About thet time vistim's aunt, DOROTHY BROOKS,
with whem JEWEL HOLLIS had had a fight the day before, appeared
on the seene with an open razor and broke the fight up.

She stated that victim and DOROTHY BROOKS then left
the house and JEWEL HOLLIS called the police. JEWEL HOLLIS
stated that she then walked basck into the house and several
minutes later she heard voices out in her yard and she heard a
male voice say, "Drop that ice pick® and she heard victim
reply, "I'm not dropping a G.D. thing.” 8he then heard the
male voice say, "Don’t come up on me,"” and she then heard three
shots. 8he stated that she did not go to the door to aee what
hed happened but she saw police officers helping vietim around
the house and that she was later put in an ambulance. She stated
that her husband, TOM HOLLIS, wiks not at home at this time.

- : JBWEL HOLLIS stated that her fourteeneyear-old son,
IRVIN HOLLIS, is now visiting the home of JAMES LAMPKING, 2547 East
55th Street, Glaveland, Ohio, telephone Utah 16756. The Cleveland
Division was requested by teletype of August 23, 1951 to interview
IRVIN HOLLIS.

The following investigation was conducted by the
writer and Special Agent ROBERT B. DEEM:

DOROTHY BROOKS, 408 South 16th Street, which is
located directly behind the house where victim was sghot declinsd
to execute a aigned statement. She stated orally that viectim
wags her nlece and that she apent the night with her on the night
of April 27, 1951. She stated that she and her niece drank rather
heavily during the night of April 27, 1951 and that they got up
next morning about 8300 a.m. and vietim started drinking again,
She stated that she did not think vietim was drunk but that she
wag drinking rsather heavily. According to DOROTHY BROCES, around
8530 a.m. victim stated that she was going to the home of JEWEL
BOLLIS to see the HOLLIS*® BABY. At this time the BROUES woman
obeerved a straight rasor in victimf%s hand and she teok this razor
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away from her, stating that she figured the vietim was goeing to
the BOLLIS® home to start trouble. She explained that she teld
victim that she had had a fight with JEWEL HOLLIS the day before.
She was umable to explain further why she thought victim was
going to the HOLLIS? home to start trouble but she took the
straight regor away from her for that reason.

DOROTHY BROOKS stated that after victim had been
goene from the house for asbout ten minutes she heard cursing
and fighting in the HOLLIS? home and she ren over to see what
was the matter and found vietim on the floor with JEWEL HOLLIS
md fourtesn-year-old IRVIN HOLLIS beating victim. She stated
that she leaned over to pull the two HOLLISES off of victim and
‘when she did so the straight razor which she had taken from victim
f8ll out of her dress. She stated that she separated the victim
and the two HOLLISES and she then dragged victim back to the
house with victim fighting her all the way to get away. S3he
atated that as soon as she released victim the vietim grabbed up
an iee pick and ran out of the house back in the direction of the
HOLLIS' house and a8 she ran out of the door she stated, "I'm
going to kill that bitch if it's the last thing I do.” '

DOROTHY BROOKS atated that shse started to chase vietim
but that before she could get in sight of her she heard three
shots, She stated she ﬁﬁumd thaet vietim had beon shot and she
Peonldn?t bear to see it," so she did not go to the place where
victim had bsen shot. 8She Btated she could not say whether
victim had tried to attack the officer with the ice pieck or not,
She atated that the only sye witnesses she lmew of Wore GILES ISHAM
and BEENICE TRIMBLE,

The BROOKS woman stated that victim was thres monthe
pregnant but that her condition was not obvious,

, - The following investigation was gonducted by Speciel
Agentes CHARLES W, PERHY and the writers

Mr. W. Wo MORRIS, Coroner, Etowsh Cox ada den
exhiblited records reflecting that WILLIE RUTH mowi‘%ztg”fbgg@u !
ferple, was shot and killed by police sergeant FLOYD VINYARD
about 10500 a.m. April 28, 1951. The record reflects that
based on the testimony of JEWEL HOLLIS, IRVIN HOLLIS, and police
officer D. M. SMITH, coupled with examination of the body of victim,
the coroner rendered a verdict of justifiable homicide with a
probable motive of self defenae.
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: Mr. MORRIS stated that immediately after vietim died
on April 29, 1951 he went to the neighborhood of the shooting and
he talked to ANNIE RUTH BAILEY at her home and she told him that
she was not at home at the time of the shooting, did not see 1%,
and mew nothing about it. He stated that this same woman :
testified before the Civil Service Board Hearing that she was
in the middle of the street and saw the whole thing.

The following information was obtained from the Civil
Service Board at Gadsden, Alabame, ,

The following petition is quoted:

b Gadsden, Alabama,
May 11, 1951

T0 THE CIVIL SERVICE BOARD
GADSDEN, ALABAMA.

PETITION

THE UNDRRSIGHNED CITIZENS OF Gadsden, Etowah Cowmty,

Alabanma, separately and severally as oitizens and pesidents of
Gadsden, Alabema file this their petition under the provisions
of Title 62, Section 391 to Lll both inclusive, including Sestion

1,02 thereof, Code of Alabama 1940, end make the following charges
- against FLOYD VINYARD, a policeman or a detective in the Ppolice
Department of the city of Gadsden, Alsbama, &nd show to the
Board that a copy of these charges is submitted herewith for
service upon the said FLOYD VINYARD as provided by the foregoing:
gections of the 1940 Code of Alabsma above referred to.

- Your petitioners respectfully request that within
five days after the filing of these charges a copy thereof be
served upon the said FLOYD VINYARD, end that the said Civil
Service Board will get a date after these charges have been served
upon said VINYARD for a public hearing of such chargee.,

B _ . Your petitiocners allege and say that the zaid FLOYD
VINYARD should be discharged or removed from his office or position
&s pollcemsn or detective in the Poliece Department of the City

of Gadsden, Almbams end as grounds therefor, petitioners

separately and severally assign the following separate and several
grounds and causess

wS@
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1o
2,

3.

5

6.

Te

8.

Said FLOYD VINYARD has been guilty of mifemsance
in office.

Said FLOYD VINYARD has beenguilty of malfeasance
in office.

Said FLOYD VINYARD hes been guilty of misconduct
in office. ‘

Sald FLOYD VINYARD while a member of the Poliee
Department of the city of Gadsden, Alabama and
while acting as such did wmlawfully shoot and
kill one WILLIE RUTH MOSLEY in Gadsden, Alabama
on to=wit, April 28, 1951,

Said FLOYD VINYARD did unlawfully amd feloniously
shoot and kill one WILLIE RUTH MOSLEY in Gadsden,
Alabama on to-wit April 28, 1951.

Said FLOYD VINYARD has violated Section 31} of
Title of the Code of Alabama im that said
FLOYD VINYARD did unlawfully and maliclously
wder color of offiecial authority shoot amnd kill
one WILLIE RUTH MOSLEY in the City of Gadaden, '
Alsbame on toswit the 20th day of April, 1951,

-8aid FLOYD VINYARD has violated Section 320 of

Title 1, of the 1940 Code of Alabams in that
the saild FLOYD VINYARD did wnlawfully and mali-
ciously under color of officisl authority shoot
and kill ocne WILLIE RUTH MOSLEY in the city of
Gadsden, Alabame on to-wit, the 28th day of
Apx‘il. 195le

Said FLOYD VINYARD did wnlawfully and maliciously
under coler of offieial authority shoot snd kill
égsgg& sity of gadaden, Alebama one WILLIE RUTH

, & soventeen year old negro gilrl on to-wit
the 26th day of April 1951, o 8 !
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said department of the city of Gadsden, Alabama 4id on to-wit,
the 28th day of April, 1951 kill WILLIE RUTH MOSLEX, a seventeen
year old negro girl by discharging three ghots into her body
without legal justifieation or excuse.

irchie Foster.

Fornice Trammeil

Jiies ison, dr.

Znmie HRuth Balley

State of Alabsma
Etowah County
Subscribed and awvorn to before me this the 5th day of

June 1951,

Minutes of the Civil Service Board at Gadsden reflected
that the Board met on Friday, July 6, 1951 st which time C. Q. ALLEN,
Chairman and JULIUS T. GRAY, Assocliate, were present. The written
charges filed against Sergeant PLOYD VINYARD were taken up at which
gﬁxe % hg;:ging was held which was recessed and continued until
ALy Y J : .
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Minutes of July 9, 1951 reflected that the purpese
of that meeting was to complete the hearing of the charges
preferred against police officer PLOYD VINYARD. The minutes
stated that the witmesses, having been sworn and examined at the
meating of July 6th, the Board proceeded te hear tedimonies and
arguments of the attorneys representing the respective parties
and after due consideration of the evidence offered and the
ergumente of attorneys the Board reached tho conclusion that the
plaintiffs failed to make out a case against the defendant and
therefore rendered judgment in writing finding the defendant
not guilty of the charges against him.

Mr. TOM CALLEN, Court Reporter, stated that he was

employed by Attorney KINGIAN SHELBURNE of Birmingham to take a
trenseript of the testimony given before the Oivil Service Board
in the trial of police officer FLOYD VINYARD in the shooting

of WILLIE RUTH MOSELEY. He stated that he has never transcribed
his notes and that he would be umable to do go unless instructed
by someone who would pay for it. He eatimated that one copy

of the transcript of testimony would cost about $280.

Mr. CALLEN did review his notes and stated that the
following witnesses testifisd for the plaintiff,

ARCHIE FOSTER,
GILES ISHAM, JR.
BERNICE TRIMBLE
SAMMY ROBBINS

BEN KING, JR.
ANNIE RUTH BAILEY.

~ The following people testified for the defendant.

Mise IRENE NOBLE, Eurse, Baptist Hospital
Do M. 8MITH, Gadsden Police Department
JEWEL HOLLIS

We W. MORRI®, coroner.

: | BEN KING, JR., 1602 Cansler Avenue, who is smployed
at the Republic Steel Corporation, declined o execute a signed
statement but stated orally that about 9:00 a.m. on a Saturday,

date unreeslled, he was in the street in front of hie home and

he saw a girl whom he later leaned was WILLIE RUTH MOSELEY,

running down the street from the direction of the house where
DOROTHY BROOKS lived. fe stated that she ran in back of the

house where JEWELL HOLLIS 1ived, He believed that she hed gzomething
in her right hand but he did not lmow wbat 1t was although he

later lesarned from en unrecslled source that it was am ige pick.

-8 =
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He explained that the HOLLIS house is off the growmd,
rosting on corneér posts, and that a person can see umder the
house from one s8ide to the others He stated that when she went
back of the house all he could eee was her legs from about the
lmess dowm. He stated before he saw the victim a polige car
had driven up in front of the HOLLIS? home and two mem, ocne in
plain clothes and the other in wniform, got out of the car,

He stated that the plain clothes offiser went around in the side
yard of the HOLLIS! home on the east side of the house. He
stated that when victim ran around the back of the house he could
seo the legs of the plain clothes officer and he could sse that
th@dgffie@r end victim met on the other side of the house in the
yard.

RING stated that he was about fifty feet from the
officer end the vioctim and that he sould not hear anything that
was 8aid but he obmerved that a few minutes after the officer
and victim met on the side of the house the offiecer took three
or four steps backward but the girl did not move at all. He
stated that after the officer stepped back three or four steps
he hesrd three shots in rapid succession. He stated he did not
ses the girl fall. EKING stated that he romained where he was
in the street for a minute or twe and then he saw the plain
clothes officer come around the house with the victim, holding
her arm snd they were also accompanied by the uniformed offiger.
He stated that he lmew of no other eye witnesses to the shooting.

Records of the Baptist Memoriel Hospitel reflected
that the victim, a colored femele, of 1410 Short Vine Street,
Gadsden, was admitted to the hospital April 28, 1951 at 9330
@esMay Dr's A. We GRAVES, attending. The disgnosis on entry was
"pistol shots in the left breast end both thighs., All bullets
passed through the body." Under the heading “physical” a
notation signed by Dr. GRAVES stated "patient was intoxicated when
ghe was admitted to the hospital.®

According to the hospital records patient died at
12:25 p.ms August 29, 1951 and the final diegnosis was "alcoholie
intoxication: injury of chest wall perforating,?

Nothing appeared in the hospital reecords reflecting
that viotim was pregnant.

e Q =
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Miss IRENE NOBLE, licensed practical nurse,
Baptist Memorial Hospital, stated that she took care of victim
from the time of her admission to the hospital until she died.
She stated that she was in a semi-conscious condition the entire
time and talked inccherently. She did not discuss the events
leading up to her shooting. Miss NOBLE stated that she detected
& very strong odor of alcohol on vietim's breath but could not
state the degree of intoxication of victim. She stated that mo
examination for pregnancy was mede but that she was not visibly
pregnant.

Dre As W. GRAVES, 523 Walnut Streebt, reviewed his
report concerning vietim and stated that he could add nothing
to the report. He stated that he detected a very strong odor
of alcohol on victim's breath and he was inclined to believe
that the odor was that of bay rum although he could not be sure
8bout this. He stated that he was unabls to say exactly how
intoxicated victim was.

Dr. GRAVES stated that victim could have been
pregnant but that she was not visibly so,

Sgt. FLOXD H. VINYARD of the Gadsden Police Department
was interviewed and etated that it is the policy of the Department
that officers cannot make statements conecerning allaged improper
congucg gn the part of officers umless the Chief of Police Was
eontacted,

, Sgt. VINYARD contacted Chief BOMAN personally in
Agent's presence at which time Chief BOMAN advised the Sergeant
not to give a signed statement, however, he stated that he had
& statement nade by Sgt. VINYARD that he would be glad to allow
Agents to review this signed statement, if Sgt. VINYARD had no
objection. The Sgt. stated he had no objection whatsocever to
Agents viewing the statement made by him but that he would not
meke an additionsl statement. '

Agents reviewed the atatoment made by Sgt. D
and it is being quoted verbatim as followss y Sgt. VINYAR

Gadsden, Ala.
April 28, 1951

My name is PLOYD VINYARD. I make the following

statement of my own free will and accord without threats or promise
of rewards

- 10 =
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On the above date at 9:25 a.m., Car 6 received
a eall to 1532 Cansler Avenue to investigate a fight. When We
arrived at this addressg, the negro woman on the front perch
said, "Willie Ruth is in the back,” Officer SMITH went through
the house and I went around the side of the house, I met
Willie Ruth coming around from the back of the house. S5he hed
an ieopick in her hand and had her arm drawn backs I told hew
to drop the icepick and she said, "I ain’'t dropping a damm thing,"
end kept walking toward me., I told her three or four times to
drop the fceplck and I stepped backward as far as I could. Then
I stumbled and as I did I pulled my gun and shety her in the leg
o stop her. She did not stop and just kept coming Soward me and
I ghot her one more time.

WILLIE RUTH then dropped the icepick bubt didn’t fall
down. Officer SMITH and X got to her and led her police car and
laid her down on the sidewalk. We went in the house after a pillew
and laid her head on 4t. I then called Rhines for an ambulanece
and called the Chief of Police. She was taken to the Baptist
Memorial Hospital, ‘

I have read the above statement and found it to be
true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Witnessess
D. M. SMITH

WA D

Chief BOMAN volunteered the information that Sergsant
VINYARD has been on the Police Department singe March 1941 ang g%
stated that his behavior and Judgment have always been above reproach
and that it has never besn necessary to reprimend him in any way.

Be stated that as a matter of fact the mergeant has wade only

gi% arrests in ten years where the prisoner resisted arrest at
[

- 11 =
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Chief BOMAN stated that hisg officers had interviewed
IRVINY HOLLIS, a fourteen-year-old negro boy of Gadaden, who stated
that vietim cams to his home on the moyning of April 26, 1951
and had caused trouble and although he did not witness the shooting
he heard the officer tell victim to drop the ice-plck and heard
the victim refuse to do so.

Police Officer DEWEY M. SMITH, who aceompanied subject
during instant cese, was interviewed and he stated the policy
of the Department with reference to such interviews amd Chisf
BOMAN allowed Agents %o make an exact copy of a statement of
Officer SMITH made immediately after the shooting which is
quoted as followss

@ Gadsden, Alabama
April 28, 1951

' My ngme is D, M. SMITH. I make the following statement
of my own free will and accord without threats or promise of rewards

On the above date at 9325 a.ms., Car 6 received a call
to 1532 Canaler Avenue to investigate & fight. When we arrived
at this address, the negro women on the front porch said, "Willie
Ruth is in the back.™ I went through the house and Sgt. Vinyard
went around the house. Ag I went through the kitchen, I saw Willie
Ruth dart past the wimiow and I ran on out the back door and aroumd
the side of the house, As I went around the corner of the house, I
@aw WILLIE RUTE with an Icepick in her hand snd her arm drawn back
and I heard Sgt. VINYARD tell her to drop the icepiek. 5Sgt. VINYARD
wae backing up and he told her two or three more times to drop the
jceplck and she sald, "I sin't dropping a damn thing.” She said
that several times and when Sgt. VINYARD had backed as far ag he
could, he pulled his gun end shot, at her. 8he just kept going toward
him snd he shot again. She kept golng toward him and he shot ¢he
third time end then she stopped, and dropped the lcepiclk,

When she dropped the icepick, Sgb. VINYAF ~
hg%& oikher ang gook her to the police ca% &gd 1&1&%2? ggdtigtmk
sidewalk. We had someone get a pillow and Sgt alled
fiiines sbulance and the Chisf of Pollce. O 0 |LILARD calle

Witnessemss (Signed)

- v : - , "
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0fficer SMITH stated that he did nobt care to make any
additional statement under the circumstances,

The records of the Gadsden Polige Department reflect
the following arrests for vietim: -

Docket #E-3732, September 17, 1948, violation prohibition
laws, fined $55.00. . '

Docket #F-7470, August 18, 1950, violation prohibision
1&339 «fin@d %65&00@

The following d@acriptibn of gsubject was obtained by
observation and questioning: ~

Born Asheville, Alabamm,
December 6, 1896,
Height 51 gw
Wedight 190 pounds
Build - Medium
Haip Grey and balding
Eyss Blue, wears tinted rimless glasses,
Complexion Medium
Marital status . Merried, two childven.
Education Eighth grade.
Residence 1107 ohristopher Avenus,
Gadsden, Alabama. .
Occupation SBergesnt, Gadsden Folice Department. ‘

=¢ L 0 8 E Do
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0]_(]96‘6 Memokmdum UNITED !&TES GOVERNMENT

James M. McInerne

. TO . Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division  DATE: September 8, 1951

‘f-.’
FROM : Director, FBI

HITTTror
b.._u_,:'-fl HBY; -11{;,_

sUBJECT: FLOYD VINYARDj

2P 12 1951
WILLIE RUTH MOSEIEY nee WILLIAMS - VICTIM Crton:
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOIENCE “dinad Livision
YOUR REFERENCE 14L-1- -115, /M‘-\IH ) i

Reference is made to _your memorandum dated August 61 1951

Attached hereto is the report of Special Agent Horace R.
Duffey , at_ Cleveland dated 8-27-51 The investigation
is continuing and you will be furnished copies of reports as they are received

Enclosure

¢ J YY) 7z
NFPARTMENT ne JUSTIGE

|

i

i

AEC SEP 10 1951 A “”'I
|

|

o rienu i e GO IRDS

PRV \ .LL'LL bﬁt-
| ,i;iM u‘““ e J




6-4

s'rmm FORM NO. 64

0]?566 Memoﬁmdﬂm UNITED !mzs GOVERNMENT

James M. McInerne

. TO . Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division  pATE: September 8, 1951
RaCERTvV I
FROM : Director, FBI VALV ED
suBJECT: FLOYD VINYARD; SEP 1995
WILLIE RUTH MOSELEY nee WILLIAMS - VICTIM ..
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE e Diygion,
YOUR REFERENCE 144-1-115, (MWH )

Reference is made to_your memorandum dated August 69 1951

Attached hereto is the report of Special Agent__ Horace R,
Duffey , at_ Cleveland dated 8-27-51 The investigation
is continuing and you will be furnished copies of reports as they are received.

y
y
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J
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION '

“ilning)

B

Form No. 1 Pivision
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT  HIRMINCHAM CV ,FiLENO. 44=54
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
MADE
CIEVEIAND 8-27-51 8-27-51 HORACE R. DUFFEY déht
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE

FIOYD VINYARD; WILLIE RUTH MOSEIEY
nee WILLTAMS - VICTIM

CIVIL RIGHTS AND
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

SYMNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Petails?

In signed statement ERVIN RUSSELL HOLLIS
stated victim shot by subject VINYARD
after attempts had been made by Officer
VINYARD to have victim drop an ice pick
with which she was advancing upon the
officer in a threatening mamer.

- RUC =~

At Cleveland, Chio

On August 27, 1951, ERVIN RUSSELL HOLLIS,
2547 East 55th Street, Clewsland 4, Ohio,
was interviewed in the presence of his
grandmother , Mrs, GENNI" LAMPKIN of the
same address. HOLLIS subnitted a signed
gtatement which is set out as follows:

"I, Ervin Russell Hollis, make the following

voluntary statement to H.R., Duffey whom I know
to be a Special Agent of the Federal Buresu of

Investigation, U.8. Depb. of Justice.

"On April 28, 1951 Willde Ruth Moseley came to
the home of my mother Jewell lollis located at
1532 Cansler Ave. Oadsden, Ala., at about 9330

or 10100 a.mmy Willie luth had been drinking

APPROVED AND

SPECIAL AGENT |

FORWARDED: IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
/"/‘f/ / - I_f/’ _ﬂii_—r_
: COPIES OF THIS REFORT DEPARTMENT nF INSTICE |
("ﬁnwm e SEP 10 1981 Amj
3 - ?f;dgﬁ? (Bne, RM, RRR) ' 5|C i Divisluw UF REGORDS
2 ~ Cleveland . J ORIV ~Toir BeTzrs ST -4

PROPERTY OF FBI-THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT To BE pISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF

AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED.

Y 0. 5. covERmueny pRINTING OFFICE 16672
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ag L could gmell liquor on hor breath, She starbed an argument with my
movher and threw her down on the {locr, I got Willie Ruth off my mother

and carried her outgide. Shortly after that a police car arrived and 2
oilflcers, ane in uniform and one in plain olebhes arrived. The uniformed
officer whose pame I do not know, went into the house and the plain clothes
afficer, whom I know to b2 Floyd Vinyard, gtarted around the cutside of my
houge and met Willwe Ruth Mogeley who was coming Soward him with an ics

plek 4n her hand. Officer Vinyerd told hor two or three times to drop the
ico pick and Willlle Futh said 'I won't drop & dann thing' and contiymed
cuming toward the officar who was backing up. ¥hen Willis Rath did not

obey hig command, Officer Vinyard shot hor two or three times. Both officars
then laid hor beside the poldce cars. Shortly thoreafter an ambulance arrived
and ¥llis Euth was teken to the hospital.

9% havo read this statament congisting of twe and cne half pages
and 1% 4g the truth. .

/so/  EBrvin Hoﬁis

" tnesss
HeRe Duffay
Special Agent ‘
Federal Bureau of Invastigation
UeSs Depte of Justice

tennde Jampkin 2547 B, 55
€laveland 4 Chio”

EICI0ZURE 20 BIRMINGHAL

-  FEFERRED URON GOMPLEFION 10 THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN =

- -
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The Divector, Federal Bureau of Imvestigation . .~ - August 6,3951 o, o
Jaiés M. MoTnemey, Assistant Attowdey Gemevels  ~~  JmiwMvefr U .
B e T T B s i |

W16 Ruth Yoseley nee ¥iTlde Ruth VAlians - Vietdns

" ki i) ‘acieioviedge ressipt of the Teport of the prélimnmy *
investization sondicted in the above metier by.smn,am'cm’sm.. -

1% appeaws from the veport bhak, on ipril 28, 19

e 4 e officars wore called to the home of one Jim Holley as & -

flects that; when the efficers arvived, the victim was observed Yo yun

out of another house with an iee plok in her hand. magl;gm, ‘

of
Reports on the mwmmmam ghould be pent
Departaent and to the United States Attormey for the Worthern District
of Alabama, j | w7 | &

Records‘///f

Chron, :
Sec. Files
‘Hubbard

| \Q\j | USA, Bixﬁﬁzuﬂunﬁ_
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Oﬁice Mefgamﬂdzzm o UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO ., Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division  puqg. J@Mﬁ%i
5 . Director, FBI : g
FROM , 111951

SUBJECT: FLOYD VINYARDg L RV DIvISIOn
WILLIE RUTH MOSEIEY nee WILLIE RUTH Orimoimal DIVISIon
WILLIAMS -~ VICTIM s,

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VILENCE (Your file 14k-1-115)
Reference is made toyour memorandum dated_ June 20, 1957 .

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent CHARLES W,
PERRY dated__ 7=3=51 at BIRMINGHAM . The investigation
which has been requested by you has now been completed and no further investi-
gation is contemplated unless requested by you .

Enclosure

I)FPHQ] N r oY .!:;‘ i
JUL 11 195
DIvISt y OF RECORDS | /

e e

CRIM - CIVIL RIGHTS SE¢




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

e b S A BIRMINGHAM FiLENO. hihe223 njh
BIRMINCHAM T=3=51 T=2=51 CHARLES W, PERRY
FLOYD VINYARD} : CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC
WILLIE RUTH MOSELEY nee WILLIE RUTH VIOLENCE

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Witnesses advise that vietim and

relatives Gadsden, Alabama in family
fight April 28, 1951 at which time
victim appesred to be drin .
Gedaden Police Department Officer
VINYARD who answered call to place

of fight shot and killed victim after
calling on her three times to drop ice pilck
which she held in her hand, Witnesses
state vietim had 1ce pick in hand at
time of death but advise they do not
believe she intended attacking Officer
VINYARD,

«Cm

DETATLSS AT GADSDEN, ALABAWA

This investigation iz predicated upon letter
received from Bureau dated June 27, 1951 to which were attached
two coples of a memo dated June 20, 1951 from Attorney General,
Criminal Division, These memos set out letter from Mr, W, C,
PATYON, President of the Alabama State Conference of NAACP Branches
and requested that the Department of Justice investigate the
shooting of Mrs, WILLIE RUTH WILLIAMS, & 17 yesr old expectant
mother at Usdsden, Alabama, This letter advised that Mpg,
WILLIAME was shot on ipril 28, 1951 by a Police Gfficer, FLOYD
VINYARD, when he arrived at hor home to quell a family disturbance.
This memo requested that a proliminarg investigation be conducted

i

to determine whether 8 viclation of use
“?o“.?&'fgé‘z"o? snclaf.na&mz DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES o
£ .. | Y Y BV IST
COPIES OF THIS REFORT NEPARTMENT OF I
ey i, 41 o,
2 Bir‘inghnnnsh‘u DIYHR ' i
: 4. |[TORIM.-CIVIL RIGHTS Mc

PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND TS GONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBLAND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED,

16—59255-1

U 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
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Mire JILES I50M, IR+, Cadaden, Alabama, & witness
to the shooting was interviewed and ho ezecuted the fellowing
signed statementy :

"Gadedon, Ales

ny, Jiles Isom Jr, moke this free and voluntary astatemont €0

nerles We Porry and Robert K lowis, whom I know to be Spocled
Agents of tho Pederal 3urseu of Investigation. No threats or
pronizes have been mude to me to secure this statoment and I
know 1t can ond may be used in & court of law,

"Oon Aprii 28, 1951, between the hours of Jam and l0am, I was in
the vieinlity of 1553 Canglor ave Iin Cadsden, Alas I hoard some
words and pew some scuffling &t 1532 Consler eve, whieh is the
home of Jim Holley, This seuffling was between a girl named
Wiliis Ruth NMosely, nes ¥illie Ruth Williams, iirse Holleyt's gong
Erwin, pushed Willise Ruth off of tho porch of the house, T con
not say for sure vhether Willie Muth was drinking, but she
appoered to have boen drinking, Willie Ruth then left this

house ard went to o house which &5 loecated behind 1532 Censler
ave, where anothey ome of hor Aunt's lives, About 5 oy ten minutes
aftep she loft the lolley home, & Gadaden Pollce car drove up
and parked in front of the Holley home. I do nct wnow whno oalled
the police, but I believe thet birs. HOLLLY ealled thome I
recognized one of the polise officers as being Mre Floyd Vinyarde
The other officer in the cer I 41d not imow, MWe, Floyd Vinyaxrd
went to the back of the Yolley home and the ether officer went to
the front door, About this time, Willie Ruth came running out of
the house behind the Helley home where she had gone, and vren
behind the Holley house. Mr. Vinyard nede a grab at hee, end she
pulled away from bim. [r. Vinyard thon told her to drop that

ise plocks wWillie Ruth was standing about four or five feot from
Mr, Vinyard at this times She had an 1ee plek in her hand, but
did not look ms though she was golng to atiseck lir, Vinyard with
1%, ae she was just stending thore with it in hor hapd, lire
Vinyserd told hopr about three times to drvep that fce pick, thon he
pulled out his pistol snd shot her three times, The other officer
who had gone to the front of the house came to the back whore the
shooting took place and helped get Uillic Ruth around frent to the
police cav, gilliﬁ futh slumped down on the gp@@a near the polige
cap and lay there greanlag. iir. Vinyard then eslled on the police
radio in the ecar and gaid “I've kiiled a pegre women, send Rginwﬂ

anbulences In about 25 minutos the mabulsnce arrived end carried
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Willie muth away., I vnderstand that wWillie Ruth dled tho next
day from thess wounds received from the police pistol shota.

"7 have read this staetement which consists of approzimately one
typewritten page and all is truo and corroct to the best of my
gnowledgee. 1 have signed my neme %o the bottom of the pages

Paigned

“"Jiles Isom J2

itnessess

Charlss W, Perry, FBI, Gipmingham,; Ala
Robort K. Lowis, FBI, irmlaghan, Alos "

. up, ARCHIS FOSTER, Gadsden, Alabems, who was
witness tc the shooting of victim by Officer VINYARD was intops
vicwed and the following sigred statement executeds

“G&@gaﬁﬂg Alas
July 2 1951

'Y, Avehie Foster, msle this free and voluntavy statement to
¢herles W, Parry snd Robert K Lowis, whom 1 know bo U® gpocial
Agente of the Feoderal Puresu of Investigation, He threats ov
promiges heve been wmade to wo to sescure this statement and I
Inow it can and may be used in @ cowrt of Lawe

g neme ie Apghie Fosters I reside at 1605 Meloms Street,
Gadsdens Alfe 8nd work et fepublic Steel Co. On the morning of
April 35;‘1@51; between the hours of 9 am and 10an, I wos on
Cansler avo at shoud 15384 I herd some loud euraing and talk
goming out of {he house &t musbor 1532, but I &34 not pay much
attontlon to it 6 X wes welking soroos the stroet on my wey 4o
Giles stowe, 1 did see Tvwin Polloy who lives ab 1532 Cansler
ave push £ coloared givl, whom I lmow now eo being Willie Ruth
Mogeleys off of the porch of the houses The girl apposred te
have bssn drinking but I ¢ould not awear thot she had ee J 4id
not seo hor with any whiskey. ¥ went on up to Giles shore, and
1 d1d see o police car deive up ond step in frem of 1532 Censler
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ave, where Upwin Holley had pushed the glrl off of the poreh,
but I 41d not pay too much attention to it, About that time,
Sernice Trammell, who works at Giles store yelled to me and
said "he's going to shoot her", I looked around and saw police
officer Floyd Vinyard shoot Willle Ruth three times, I was
about 125 feet away from the shooting and did not hear what waa
said, I could see that Willie Ruth had something in her hand
but I could not say what it was as I was too far away., I 1of§
soon after the shooting and imow nothing else about the matter,

"I have read this statement which consists of approximately one
half typewritten pages and all is true and correct to the best of
my reeollections I have signed my name to the bottom of thls
statement,

"S8igned
"Archie Foster
"Witnesses:
Charles W, Porry, B3I, Birmingham, Ala
Robert K, Lewis, FBI, Birmingham, Ala, "

Mr, SAMMIE LEE ROBBINS, Gadsden, Alabama, who
was & witness to the shooting of victin of Officer VINYARD was
interviewed and the following signed statement execcuted:

'Gadsd-n%_31nb.an
July 2, 1951,

"I Sammie Lee Robbins, make this free and voluntary statement to
Charles W, Perry and Robert K Lewis, whom I know to be HSpsclal
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, No threats or
promises have been made Lo me to secure this statement snd I know
that it can be used in a court of law,

"My name is Sammie Lee Robbins, I reside at 1518 cansle
Gadsden, Ala and am employed by Republic Stesl Co. OnlA;r?I.ﬁﬁ
19§1i 1 was on Censler ave in the vieinity of 1533, I was talking
to Giles Isom Jr, who was working on & car, I heard & lots of
loud telk and eursing coming from 1532, and saw Erwin Holley Who
realdes at this addrese pushing & eclored girl off of the porehs
I 414 not 'mow this girl'c name at the time, but nos . '
be Willle Ruth Moseley, This girl went t0'$hn h d 15!
Cansler avo{ Which is the home of Jim Holley, ™ £¢ 'ie
got out of the eap, One dressed in s uniforms wert to the front

2 PO R P T PPy
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door and the othop dresscd. inm a white shirt and light pents

went around to the back of the houae, I did not know these
officers at this time; but since have learncd thet the officer
who was not in uniform was Mr. Ployd Vinyard, About this time, —
T saw the eolored giyl, whom I now kmow to have been Willle Ruth
liogeley run out ceross the baek yard of the Holley home., Iirs
¥inyard made & pass to cateh her, but she dodged hime She stopped
about four foet from lir. Vinyard, end I could seo that she had am
ice pick in her hand, bubt she d4id not appecr to Have im her alnd
to stab e, Vinyerd as her hands were down et her side and not
raiged as to obrike, Iir, Vinyard yolled three times %o hep to
dpop that i{ce plelk end that Mo up ard shot this girl three times,
The other officer eppe oub of the bront of the house and helped
get Willie Ruth to Tho Police cars Che slumped down in the gress
near the police car., Then ir, Vinyurd called om the poliee car
radlo and sald, "I've killed a nogro women, send Mhilnes ambulonde,
In about twonty five minutes tue ardulence arplved and took Willie
Ruth away, I have been told that she died the noxt day.

"T have road thlo statemmnt concisting of approximutely one typee-

written page and all is tvue end correct %o the beat of my lnow-
ledge, 1 have sigrued my neme ¥o the bottom of the pagc.

. "Sammie Lee Tobbins

"Hitneas s
Robert Ke Lewisy; FBI, Bivminghen, Alde
Chavles We Perrys 701, Hirningham, /Al r

‘  lir®s BERNICE TRAMMELL, Gadsden, Llebome, who ves e
witness to the shooting of viectim by Officer VINVARD waz intems
viewed and ths follouing signed statenent ezecuteds

“Gadeden, Ala,
Jﬂly g 3.‘}513

"I Bernice Trammoll, make this frec and voluntapy stetement to
Charles W, Perry and Robert K, Lowis, whom I know to be Speclal
Agenbs of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Wo threats or
promiges heve beon made to me $o seeurs this stetemsnt and I lnow
that it cen snd mey be used i{n & court of Llawvs
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“iy name is Bepnlce Trammell, I roside at 313 3 1léth, stroet,
Gadsden, Ale. On April 28, 1951, I was working at Giles store
which is amost aercss the stroet from 1532 Canslor ave, On this
day, I heard a lot of louds talking an cursing at 1532 Cansley
ave, It was botweon 9am and 10am. I saw Z“rwlin HMolley, mge 1l
who reasidea at 1532 Cansler ave, push & colored girl off of the
porch at that sddrecane They wore arguweing and cursing. I beliove
that the girl had been drinking, but I could not say for sure
and ¥ 41d not see her tolks o drink, This girl whom I now imow
wag Willle Rubh Hoseley, went o the house behind 1532 Cansler
ave, where an aunt of her's lives., In ebout five minutes a
police car drove up and parked in front of 1532 Censler, One ef
the officers wou drozsed in unifeorm and the other in a white
ahirt and 1ight pantses The upiformed officer went to the

front door and the other men, whom I now know to have heen Vv,
Ployd Vinyerd went to tho bacls door, About $aat time, Willie
Ruth ceme running ceross the baock yard of 1532 Cansler. v,
Vinyerd tpicd to cateh her, Hut she pulled avsy from him, I

was too far te ses if ghe had anything in hey hend or could I
heayr whot was sald at this time, 1 only zew Mr. Vinyard shost
this girie The ambulance caue in shont twenby five minutes end
took this girl away, I understand thot she dled the next duy,.

"I have read thie sistewont which eonsists of approximaetely one
half pages and ell is druoc ond correcet te the beot of my knowledge
I kave elgned my nome to the bettom of the page.

' "Signed

"hornlice Trammell

Mitnessess

Charles W, ?evry,vﬁ$$, Birzinghem, £1la.

Robert Ko Lewis, DI, Bieninghan, 1. u

: : Mrss Annle Mugh &&ilé’\ sadeden, Alal ]
8 witnesas to the shooting of vietin g§ @ffie@?’VI@?EQg&%mgh?ngggw
vieved and the following stntenent exeeuteds ST

Tladsbon,; Ales
Ju13’ 2@ 19%% s

Uiy Annle Ruth Bailey, male this - e g
’ , : s T8 his free and voluntupy statement
te Cherles W, Porry and Robert K Lewls, whom I knmov o be fpeciel
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Agents of the Federal Burcau of Investigation, Ho threats or
promices have becen mede to mo o secure this statomont and I
lmow that it can be used in a court of low. '

¥l 1ive ab 153l Censler Ave, Gadsden, Ala, This is & duplex,
end Jim Holley anmd femily live at 1532, On April 28, 1951, I
hoard some loud telking end cursing at 1532 side, but I did not
pay any attentien to it as I was nminding my owm buciness. It
wes some time around 9 am or 10 sua 1 went over te e¢ross the
street to o to Glles sbtovn €0 gof some snuff, when I noticed
e police car in Tront of the house, 1 did net see it drive up,
About thet time I looked sround and heard a nolice officer,
whom I now know to be ur. Ployd Vinyard sey, "drop that ice
piek"s I saw @ goloared girl standing right elose to Mr,
Vinyard with an fce piok in hopr hend, She 4id not eppesy o

be going to steb hiw with the ilece plek, Then Mr. Vinyard shod
- the girls 1 4id not Imow the girl at the time, but have beon
told it wes Willle Ruth Moselay, I left home right then, and 4id
not see or hear enything else

Y have read this stotermont which consists of approximstely ons
half page end ell iz true and corvect to the bost of my
reeolloctlon, I have sijmed my name to the botton of the pags.

"annie Ruth Gaeiley

”@itn@@a@aa
Charleos We Porry, Iy Blvminghan, fla.
Robert Ky Lewla, ¥BI, Birmincham,; Alg. "

Orizinal copiep of these ptatoments of the phovs
witnesses are being vetsined in the filles of the Blrminghem 0ffice,

“@LGSE@&
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N e Hnited States Bepariment of Fustice TR Y
INITIALS AND FILE NUMBER wlls s H:
GHjrsrl UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
Unc. TV NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA

BIRMINGHAM 1, ALABAMA
P. 0. BOX 195

July 9, 1951

The Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington 25, D. C.

Attention: Honorable James M. McInerney
Assistant Attorney General

In re: TFloyd Vinyard - Subject;
Willie Ruth Williams - Victim
Civil Rights and Domestic Violence
Your Files JMM:MWH:efr 1L),-1-115

Sire

This office is in receipt of report of preliminary
investigation in the above styled case, dated July 3, 1951, by
Mr. Charies W. Perry, Special Agent of the Birmingham Office of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. In view of the testimony
of witnesses as to the circumstances surrounding the alleged vio-
lation, and in further view of the conduct of the viectim prior to
the time subject shot her, it is the opinion of this office that
prosecution be declined in this case and that no further investiga-
tion be instituted,

Respectfully,

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

{00 ).

GEO HUDDLESTON, JR.
Assistant United States Attorney

BY ¢

— S N,

‘ / (T‘/. i 7 ~)

_f DEPARTMENT OF Juatie
{ UL 11 19051

| DIVISION 0 HEGORiDS

(&3 Y ——
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. Mitehell, Directory Washington Burean, Hational Assoclation for the

. “Advaneenment of Colored People. Itﬁnbdmudthutthehtwm-
' quests an investigation of the shooting of the victim by the subject,
a police officer. Accordﬁ.ns to the letter, the victim was shot at
her home on April 28, 1951, by the bjoet,mmthmmthn
purposé of quelling a £ mw&«

\ : Itismumwatamnm & :
dicted to enabls us to detertine whether a vio Mef!ﬂ 8:0. .
212 is probably involved: The investigation may be nmua M
views with the vietim, it-:L’un, aMﬁthuitmem in
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John D, Hill, quuiro
- United States Atbomey
; -Birninghm, Alabama.

Rt Tloyd Vingard = Subjects
.~ Willie Rubh Williams = Victimg
¢ Civil Rights and Donesbic Viohqce
Dm Hr. Hin: ~ : :
There is enclosed for your infomation a copy of a
'oelf-eqsphnatory memorandum sent today to the: Tederal Burean
of Investigation,

Respectfully, ,
" For the Attorney General

JANES ¥, MoINIRNEY
Assistant Attorney General

Enclogure Yo, 51260

cc: Records‘/

Chron,
Sec, Files
Hubbard
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Mr, Clarence Mitehell

Director

Washington Bureau- '

National Association for the
Ad'nmenentchu of Colored People

100 Massachusetis Avemie, N W

Washington, D, C. ' 3

-Dear Mr. Mitchells

: . This will ackmowledge the receipt of your letter of
May 31, 1951, vequesting an investigation of the alleged shoot-
ing of Mrs, Willie Ruth Williams by a police officer of Gadsden,
Alabama, on or about April 28, 1951, \

This matter is receiving the attemtion of the Departe
ment, and appropriate action will be undertaken should it develop
that a vielation of Federal law is involved. .

- Respectfully,

For the Attorney Ceneral

JAMES M, MoTMERNEY _
Assistant Attorney General

cé: Records L”//

Chrono
Sec, Files
Hubbard
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CABLE ADDRESS: Loy LOMGACRE 3-6890

NACAFPEOPLE, N.Y : ;
- - -
e, 0 =4

o

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADYANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

90 WEST 40TH STREET NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

Please direct reply to:

WASHINGTON BUREAU NAACP
100 Massachusetts Ave,, N. W,
Washington, D. C.

Telephone National 5794 Cry,

z/( 'f‘]' -
May 31, 1951 : SOl
Mr, George Triedman T
Chief of Civil Rights Section e,
and Criminal Division L

Department of Justice
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr, Triedman:
We have received from Mr, W. C. Patton, President of the Alabama

State Conference of NAACP Branches, an urgent request that the
Depertment of Justice investigate the shooting of Mrs., Willie Ruth

_Williams,-a 17 year old expectant mother at Gadsden, Alabama,

Mrs, Williams 1s colored,

white police officer, Flgxd Vinyardy when he arrived at her home to
quell a family disturbance. The 8 ooting took place at 1532 Cansler
Avenue, Gadsden, Alabama, the residence of Mr, Jim Holley, an uncle
of Mra. Williams,

According to Mr, Patton, Mrs,. W{ii;;yé was shot on April 28 by a

Mr. Patton's letter does not indicate whether the victim of the

shooting 1s still alive., However, he gtates that the following persons
are wltnessges: <

Mr, Jiles Isom, 405 So., 16th Street, Gadsden, Ala,
Mr, Archie Foster, 1315 4th Avenue, Gadsden, Ala,

Mr, Patton indlcates that 1t is the belief of the wltnesgses that the
officer willfully shot Mrs, Willlams.

Sincerely yours,

s & V0l ininnss VPiToball

3. A Clarence Mitchell )
e, 8, Director _ m§i\
'Tff: — — Washington Burean j
CMM: mbh DE Pﬁﬁk MENT urmsnce . Al
4 1 ’/' o
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Offiéial Organ: The Crisis
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