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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

'Oﬁge Memorandum . unitED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO . Director, / DATE: November 18, 1954
W., SAC, Bgfroit (Ll-17
. (i N 7
supjicT: DAN JOHNSON; J DAVIS; Xn/y ¥
WILLIE'GUNN-VICTIM N R
CIVIL RIGHTS e B

)

BENNIE F. HEAD, who is presently residing at the Detroit L&
City Rescue Mission, 931 LaBrosse, Detroit, Michigan, furnished
the following information to this office.

It is to be noted that in March 1953 HEAD was also re=-
siding at the above Rescue Mission at which time he furnished
information to Reverend JOHN BROOKE, who operates the Mission,
that he was an escapee from the Georgia Prison at Reidsville,
Georgia, HEAD at that time was picked up but was returned to
Peoria, Illinoils where he was wanted for cashing checks,

On hls recent interview, HEAD stated that he never re-
turned to Georgia, that the State of Georgis no longer wants him
and that he learned this through the Sheriff in Peoria, Illinois,
He stated that he escaped from the Georgia State Prison, Reids-
ville, Georgia where he had Prison Number 1536 in about June 1952,
At that time he claims he was a Trusty at a road camp near McRae!
Georgila. q

He stated that about a month before he escaped, a priséﬁer
he knew as WILLIE GUNN, who was a medium dark Negro, age about 30,
about 5'5" and weighing 175 pounds, was also at this road camp.
He stated that GUNN got in an argument with one of the guards and,
as a result, a guard named HILL, whose first name is unknown, put
GUNN in the small building which was used for solitary confinement, ™
This occurred in the late afternoon or early evening, a4

About 9:00 pem, HEAD claims he saw DAN JOHNSON, who was &Ld.
Warden of the State Highway Camp, and JAMES DAVIS, who was a -
guard, enter the solitary shed. He stated that this shed was

built so that he could not see into it but thet he heard JOHNSON

and DAVIS cursing GUNN and heard what sounded like someone being
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Letter to Director, FBI

‘Re: DAN JOHNSON; JAMES DAVIS;
WILLIE GUNN-VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS

hit with a blackJack. He heard nothing to indicate any de=-
fense on the part of GUNN, but after a short time heard what
he described as a pistol shot. Shortly after hearing the
pistol shot, he saw DAVIS and JOHNSON leave the shed and heard
one of them say, "That will hold him for a while", HEAD
stated he did not see any weapons on either of the men as they
left the solitary shed but had observed a pistol in DAVIS!
holster when the two officials entered the shed.

Following this, HEAD states he observed
DAVIS and JOHNSON go to the guard's shack. Later he stated
he observed that JOHNSON and DAVIS took two colored prisoners
in a pickup truck and left the prison camp. He stated he be-
lieves this was about 11:00 pe.ms

He stated that he was sleeping in the
Trusty Section of the living quarters and that CHARLIE BONNER
slept next to him. After going to bed, he stated BONNER awakened
him and told him that the men were back. HEAD claims to have
looked out the window whén he saw four men he described as
DAVIS, JOHNSON and two colored prisoners take GUNN's body from
the . solitary shed.

At the time he states he thought they
were going to take the man to a Doctor. HEAD states that he
does not know the name of one of the colored prisoners but
the other was a fellow he called JUNIOR SHOEMAKER, who was
known as the houseboy for JOHNSON. He states he thought the
other fellow worked on the prison farme.

HEAD stated that about two Sundays later
he talked with SHOEMAKER gbout this affeir at which time SHOE-
MAKER stated, "They killed WILLIE and made us dig a grave".

He stated that.when WILLIE's body was taken from the shack he
was dead, He stated that SHOEMAKER then walked with him from
the enclosed prison camp and pointed out GUNN's grave to him,

HEAD described the prison camp as having
a gate entering toward the highway with a gate going out the

-2 -



Letter to Director, FBI

Re: DAN JOHNSON; JAMES DAVIS;
WILLIE GUNN-VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS

back of the camp. He stated that the grave was out the back

gate of the camp through a large yard which had road building
supplies in it, then through a field which had hay or peanuts

in it, then a corn fleld and a field grown up with scrub

bushes, He stated that at the edge of the scrub bushes, directly
next to a second wooded area is where SHOEMAKER pointed out GUNN's
grave,

HEAD stated he thereafter had occesion to
be back at the Relidsville Prison when he asked an immate what
happened to WILLIE GUNN to which the inmate, who worked in the
record room, stated that GUNN had been reported as an escapee,
HEAD stated he kmew nothing further, that he did not witness
the killing, that he did not witness GUNN's body in the grave,
He stated he did not know whether CHARLIE BONNER would verify
any of the conversation and that he believes BONNER 1is still
confined in the Reldsville Prison,.

A check of the records of the Detreit Of-
fice reveals that WILLIE GUNN, FBI #569766, Atlanta File 88-
810, was reported as an Unlawful Flight Subject in 1948. The
photograph of that WILLIE GUNN was displayed to HEAD at which
time HEAD stated he knew that man but that this was not the
WILLIE GUNN he was talking about,

HEAD described JAMES DAVIS as white/male
25-27 years of age, 5'9"-5110", 190 pounds. He described JOHANSON
as white/male, 60 years of age, 6'2"-6'3", and 150 pounds,

It is suggested that Savannah'\check the
prison records at Reidsville, Georgia to determine whether a
WILLIE GUNN is missing from that prison and thereafter advise
whether any further inquiry is requested of this office,

RUC
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Transmit the following Teletype message to:
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} DAN“JOHNSON, ET AL; WILLIE GUNN-VICTIM, CR. REBUAIRTEL
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REPORT MADE AT D‘LEAg:m PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
DETROIT, MICHIGAN | 11/30441 11/16/51. JOSEPH E. ISEMAN EAE
TITLE 6) (f’ CHARACTER OF CASE -
DAN JOHNSON; JAMES DAVIS;
WILLIE"GUNN - VICTIM CIVIL RIGHTS
e o’ : F
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: p T 250 ARy
/ TES

BENNIE F. HEAD, former inmate, Georgia State Prison, Reidswille,
Georgia, states that DAN JOHNSON and JAMES DAVIS, officials at a
Prison Highway Camp, killed WILLIE GUNN, an inmate and buried him.,
Thereafter GUNN was reported to have escaped Prison. Photograph
of WILLIE GUNN, FBI number 569766 was shown to HEAD but he states
this was not the man killed.

- RUC =

DETAILS: This investigation was conducted by SA ROBERT
E. BARRITT and the Reporting Agent:

BENNIE F. HEAD, Detroit City Rescue Mission,
931 Labrosse advised that in about June of 1952 he escaped from
the Georgia State Prison, Reidsville, Georgia where he had been
assigned Prison number 1536, At the time of his escape, he was a
Trustee at a road camp maintained by the Prison near McRae, Georgia.
After his escape in about March, 1953, HEAD was apprehended by
the Detroit Police Department at which time he was returned to
Peoria, Illinois where he was reportedly wanted on a check charge,
While in Peoria, HEAD claims the Sheriff checked with Georgia '
Prison authorities who stated they no longer wanted HEADQ&F
Ao/

b
A/

ks ﬁ“%ﬁmfjmk 1[8( umn -
FORWARDED: 7 . . 1N G J =~ D:HO‘TWI::‘E IN THESE SPACES \
COPIES ppge yd4 ¥'5 4/ ! \gECORUED‘_ G
FEB (2% 1962 & %ﬁmp?ﬁﬁwmﬁ_ /57 | AN
3 /= Bureau Bk - 9 »
"3 - Savannah : 2 12BE6—2 1954 o
1 - Detroit (44-178) . 4 =
B EDEC 14 1054 “3!@#

PROPERI’“I’ OFM;BT;HIS-%EP‘{-)RTI E‘S I'I‘.OAIHIED TO YOU BY THE FBI, AND NEITHER IT NOR ITS CONTENTS ARE TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE THE AGENCY

10 WHICH LU"HED"__. % Bl b U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1659255 =
N>



/ K .
< Best Possible Image o

E L4-178 .

HEAD Lold the follow1ng story

- He statad that about a month before he es—
caped a prlsoner he knew as WILLIE GUNN, who -was :a medium dark"
Negro, age about 30, about.5'5". and" weighing 175 pounds, was leo
at this road camp. He stated that GUNN got in an argument with one
of the guards and as & result, a.guard named HILL, whose - first
name is unknown,.put GUNN in the small building whlch was used for
golltary conflnement.‘ This occarred- in the late afternoon or early
evening. . o - : . . : : _

o . About 9 OO p m. hmAD clalms ho sav DAN JOHNSON,’
Who -was waraen of thé State Hlphray Camp, and JAMES DAVIS, who was
a guard, enter the solitary shed. 'He stated that this shed was
built. so that he could-not see, into it" ‘but. . that he heard JOHNSON
and DAVIS cursinhg GUNN and heard what sounded like. someéone beihg
hit with a blacmgack ‘He heard. nothlng to indicate any defense on
the part of GUNN, but aftér a short. time heard what he.described
as a pistol. snot. - Shortly after. nearlna the plstol shot, he saw
DAVIS and JOHNSON leave-the shed and heard one of ‘them say,- "That
will hold him: for-a while'.. .HEAD:stated he did not see any wea-
pons on elther of the men as" Lhey left the solitary shed but had
observed & plSuOl in URVIS' holoter wnen tne two of1101als entered
the shed.. : : I SRR : :

bollow1ng ths, HLAD states he oboervea

DﬁVlo and JOHJDUN ‘€0 “to-.the guard's. shack ‘Later he. stated he
observed that. JUHNuON and DAVIS took. Lwo ¢colored orlsoners in a
pickup truck -and left thc orlgon camn._ ‘He" stateo ne belleves thls
was about 1l: OO p M I o

o _ He stated that he'was sleeplnc in the lTquy
Sectlon of ‘the l;v1ng quartels and .that. CHARLIE BONNER -slept next
to him. After goihg to bed, he stated BONNER awalened him and told
him that the men were bﬂcx. " HEAD claims to have looked out the.
window when he saw four nen he described -as DAVIS, JOHWSON dnd
two colorea orlsoncr teke: CUJN's body fron the SOlltaff shed.

‘ ' At the lee he stateu he uhought thcy wore'
co:.no' to take the.man to a.doctor: HEAD states that hé does: not
Know the name of one .of the colored “prisoners but -the other was a . :
fellow he called. JUNIOR' oTObmAKbR, who was known.as the houseboy.
.for JOHHSON. He states he thouvht the other lellou wor&ed on the
prison farm. ; s B
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s HEAD stated that about two Sundays later he
taiked w1th SHOEMAKER about this affair:at which time SHOEMAKER
stated, ™They killed WILLIE and made us dig a grave". He stated
that when ﬂI{LIE'S body was taken from the shack he was dead.

He stated: that SHOBMAKER then walked with him from the enclosed SR

prison camp and. p01ntea out GUNN'S grave to him. :

, HEAD descrlbed the prlson camp as haV1ng a
gate enterlng towara the hlghway Wwith a gate ‘going out the back .
. of the camp. He stated that the. graVe was out the 'back gate: of
the camp’ through a large'yard. which had road building supplies in
_it, then through a ‘field which had hay 'or peanuts in it then a
corn field and. & field grown up with scrub bushes. He stated
that at the: edge~of the serub bushes, directly ‘next to a second
weoded area is! where SHOEMAKER pointed out GUN?'S grave.

: HEAD stated he. thereafter had occasion to be.
buCk at the ReldSV1lle Prison when he asked an inmate what happened
to WILLIE GUNN to which the immate, who wovked ‘in ‘the record room,
stated that GUNN had been reported as. an escapee. HEAD stated he
knew nothing further, that he 'did not w1tness “the killlng, that he
did not witness GUNN's body in the grave. ' He stated he: did not
know whether CHARLIE BONNER would verlfy any of the conversation
and that heé believes BONNER is stlll conflned in the Reidsville
Prisom. . _

A Records of: the Detr01t Oiflce reveal that &
WILLIE GUNN FBT number 569766 was the Subject of an Unlawful
Flight Warrant in 1948 since he had escaped from a Georgia Prison, .
The photograph of that WILLIE GUNN was displayed to Mr. HEAD at
which time HEAD stated he remembered that.man as an 1nmate but
‘that . that was not the man he was talklng about. .

The follow1nv descrlptlons were furnlshed

ey'HEAD:fJ_ : 3 i ] | : L |
T Namet i SE SR Y Jies DAvEs 0 T
‘Race LV YN R NBE B R o »;‘7
Sex o, e ARSI L, Mad@s e vl '
Aze e et 2 SRR SRS O BT years @
Helght fued @t o X0 B Rl ow s 5!10",a ? q
Welight® S giin g 190 lbs. R |



/

: Best Possible Image ,ﬁif

"ADEﬂhhil78=‘{ﬂ ?Hﬁjj‘

B

Neme ~ . - .. . DAN JOHNSON -

Race - ., . Wl,.;,}"'ﬂfWhite“J‘Wg_-‘ﬂ~JﬁE‘

D Sex o o7 e T Maled
cAge o L .- 60 years. v
Gleignt o o7 150 1bsh o
Height ~ .. = = 612" to 613" -
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, o Three cooles of ths report are belnv'
‘furnished to Savannah 1nasmuch as 1t may be necessary for
Savannah to furnish copiés: to the Unlted Stateu Atuorhev :

Detroit letter dated 11/16/54
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION g Vn.f,ﬂtnmn__

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE | s

ANNAH (lly=l42) 12/6/5) mgmi..“;-l;"'
mit the following Teletype message to: AIR TEL a u

DERNURORL BRE - N S e Rt R R T S
o
D ; @ W‘ @WE
DAN JOHNSON; JAMES IS; WILLIE -« VICTIM, CR. RE

DETROIT LETTER TO THE DIRECTOR DATED 11/18/54. RECORDS AT 57—/
GEORGIA STATE PRISON, REIDSVILLE, GA, REFLECT wILL}§ GUNN, /
A7072, SERVING 20 YEARS FOR BURGLARY WAS TRANSFERRED/T0 | =7
WAYNE COUNTY PRISON BRANCH 5/1/53, NO RECORD OF ESCAPE, / (L —
GEORGIA STATE PATROL, REIDSVILLE, GA,, HAS NO RECORD OF
WILLIE GUNN ESCAPEE FROM ANY PRISON BRANCH, ATLANTA ADVISE
ROBERT WARREN, DIRECTOR, STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS,
ATLANTA, GA, OF ALLEGATIONS MADE AGAINST DAN JOHNSON, WARDEN,
AND JAMES DAVIS, GUARD, TELFAIR PRISON BRANCH, MCRAE, GA.
 ALSO CHECK RECORDS AT STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS TO
‘ IDENTIFY WILLIE GUNN DESCRIBED IN REFERENCED DETROIT LETTER.
" SAVANNAH INVESTIGATION BEING HELD IN ABEYANCE PENDING
RESULTS OF ATLANTA INVESTIGATION, ,,f%fiﬂ:/i%
LOPEZ & d/l

CC: ATLANTA (ENCL 1)
ENCLOSURE TO ATLANTA: 1 COPY OF DETROIT LETTER TO THE  C y ~

DIRECTOR DATED 11/18/5L. l YW)J{L
w4
END ¢/
R t\_u Wb - :l'U ﬁ . . &*Jk
£X-130 : f’ |
Approved: : gant. = ot Per

Special Agent in Charge



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION B
TED STATES [EPARTMENT OF JUS
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To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTIONDECEMBER 7, 1954 URGEN® 2 =

Transmit the following message t&2ACS, SAVANNAH

ATLANTA
2 ( i
.-\n'-'-r’f\ DT 50 44 / £
0 ‘ Q DAN JOHNSON, JAMES DAVIS; WILLIE GUNN, VICTIM,
N ‘;_-,'Ef 4
5 CIVIL RIGHTS.
LAST,.

RE SAVANNAH AIRTEL DECEMBER SIX,
IN VIEW OF FACT THAT STATE BOARD OF CORRECTIONS
//_._ 2 DOES NOT ME-LOH INMATES TO BE INTERVIEWED OUTSIDE

/ PRESENCE OF GUARDS NO CIVIL RIGHTS INVESTIGATION SHOULD

BE INSTITUTED IN INSTANT MATTER., ATLANTA SHOULD

SUREP REFLECTING RESULTS OF CHECK WITH STATE
BOARD OF CORRECTIONS RE VICTIM AND COMPLAINANT
AS INSTRUCTED IN BUAIRTEL TO SAVANNAH

DECEMBER SIX, LAST. UPON RECEIPT OF THIS

INFORMATION CRIMINAL DIVISION WILL BE CONTACTED ‘
RE FURTHER INVESTIGATION.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATlON@

A

Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT SAVANNAH

REPORT MADE AT DA“I:;;:EN | PERIOU FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

ATLANTA 12-10—54 12-8,9-54 FRANK R, SOUTHERLAND Jag
TITLE C}_) ( ) CHARACTER OF CASE
®AN JOHNSON; JAMES DAVIS;
WILLI UNN -~ VICTIM CIVIL RIGHTS
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: <' j—"/

e/ State Board of Corrections, Atlanta, advised unable to

g4 identify any individual by name of WILLIE GUNN, except\gh
WILLIE GUNN, FBI # 569766 who State Board of Correction

records indicate never served at PWC, McRae, Ga, smd is : LA

presently still in custody, Description of latter GO Y

individual similar to description of vietim as furnished

by BENNIE F, HEAD, State Board of Corrections records i

do not indicate HEAD ever served at PWC, McRae, Ga,

J. B, HATCHETT, Assistant Director, State Board of

Corrections, states no Negro prisoner ever shot or killed

at PWC, McRae, Ga, to his knowledge,

-
F

- RUC =
DETAILS: AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA

ROBERT E, WARREN, Director, Georgia State Board of Corrections,
Atlanta, and J, B, HATCHETT, Assistant Director, were contacted
in connection iith instant matter and expressed a desire to
cooperate, .

Mr, HATCHETT advised after a check of hls records, that the
only WILLIE GUNN he c¢ould find a record on was State Board
of Corrections Number "A-7072, FBI No, 569766, He stated that

’ e /
A P e &

‘;.’l:- 3 :&"“f‘ t’u.‘l."’.-
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AT 1}4:637 g

his records indicate that thls indilvidual was transferred

from Putnam County Public Works Camp to Georgila State Prison,
Reldsville, Georgila in July, 1951 and was then transferred -
to Wayne County Public VWorks Camp, April 25, 1953, thereafter‘
being transferred to Miller County Public Works Camp, ‘
August 31, 1953, where he is still incarcerated, He stated
that hls records do not reflect that thls indilvidual was

ever assligned to the Publlc. Works Camp at McRae, Georgia.

Mr. HATCHETT stated that the above entitled individual is

" a Negro,

.The only other simllar name mhioh Mr.‘HATCHETT could findiin

his records was a record -of WILLIAM ANDREW GUNN, State Board
of Corrections Number FM-8870 who was first assigned to. Fulton
County Public Works Camp, Atlanta, Georgla, March 26, 1947,
being discharged August 14, 1947, This individual was. again
assigned State Board of Corrections Number FM-12893 and sent

.to Fulton County Public Works Camp November 8, 1950, being

again released April 6, 1951, He was again assigned State
Board of Corrections NUmber M-54196, being assigned under that
number on August ‘1ll, 1952 to the Jefferson County Prison -
Branch and thereafter served in the DeKalb County Public

Works Camp and the Georgla State Prison at' Reidsville, Georgla’
from which institution he was-discharged, on November 15, 1952,
Mr. HATCHETT advised that his records indicate this individual
is a white man. - , . o ,

© In connection with WILLIE GUNN, FBI* ‘Number 569766,mentioned

above, Mr, HATCHETT's records contained copy of an FBI

‘fingerprint record which indicated GUNN has used the allas. -

JESSIE HEAD, among other allases, that he escaped from .
Miller County Public Works Camp, Colquitt, Georgia, June 3,
1948, where he was serving two twenty year. sentences for - .
burglary and rape; that an authorized complaint was filed and
warrant issued by the U. S, Commissioner at Thomasville,
Georgla, November 7, 1948, charging GUNN with violation of
Section LO8E, Title 18, USC; that he was subsequently arrested
February 8, 1949 by Middletown, OChio Police Department, walved
extradition and removed by Georgia Authorities on February 16

194 9-

It was noted that BENNIE HEAD, in furnishing information _
concerning this matter. to Detroit, stated that CHARLIE BONNER
and -JUNIOR SHOEMAKER had.been at the Public Works Camp at
McRae, Georgia, with him when victim was allegedly killed.

Mr, HATCHETT advised that he was unable to ldentify JUNIOR . -
SHOEMAKER without further information. .He stated that CHARLIE-



Car Mhoszr

;BONNER is probably identical with CHARLIE BONNER, State Board
of “Corrections Numbér A-22032, FBI # 4847074, who.served at
;jTelfair Prison Branch, McRae, Georgia, where he had been sent
- from- Georgia State Prison at: Reidsville, on 'March 25, 1952, .
This individual, according o the records,: escaped from Telfair
" Prison.Branch-June 9, 1952, was recaptured on the same date . .

'"'and returned to' the same place; was ‘transferred on. February 26

__*1953 to.: the Georgia ‘State Prison at Reidsville, Georgla and
. was. ultimately discharged on June 30, 1954 from Rock Quarry
.’ 'Prison Branch, Buford, Georgia. N . ,

Insofar as: BENNIE F, HEAD is concerned, Mr. HATCHETT made L
avallable ‘the files concerning him and. 1t was. noted that: he
was further identified as State Board. of Corrections ‘Number: o
A=7189, Georgia State Prison- Number 1536, FBI Number 654571 -

."The records indicate that he. was coriginally sentenced in’

' DeKalb County, . Georgia on December l7, 1937, for- robbery and
‘was glven a-15 year sentence, He was. transferred to Dooly -

County Public ‘Works Camp and escaped.on August 2, 1938, being ; RIS

. recaptured August 3, 1938 and glven a - ‘gsentence of 12 months .

. to follow hls original sentence. ' Hé was transferred to. the ;'N

- Georgia State Prison at: Reidsville, May 19,..1939," theh to - :
'IPaulding County- Highway Camp -September 19, 1939 and returned to
Georgla State Prison, Reldsville, Georgla, March 20, 1940,.

. was again transferred to Paulding County. Highway Camp- which

" “'was at that time located at Dallas, Georgla, April 11 1941"

returned to- Géorgla State.Prison, Reidsville, November 12; 1941.;QAH’

f<tﬂtransferred to - Cobb County Publlc Works Camp, Marietta, Georgia,
- June 19,. 1942, returned 40 Georgia State Prisen,. Reidsville,..

Georgla, August: Ay, 1942 transferred to Troup’ ‘County- Highway -

’ ~...Camp, LaGrange;, Georgia, Novembgr 22, . 1942, returned to- Georgiaf?uél»-
*State Prison, ‘Reidsville,, Georgia, January: 9, 1943, transferred: -

- t0 DeKalb County.Public Works Camp, Decatur, Georgla, June 6,

;73_1944 returneéd to Georgla State-Prison, Reidsville, Georgia, ™'
. “April-16, 19453 transferred-to Chatham County: Public Works . : . -~

" Camp," June 26,1947, éscaped September 28, .194T, .recaptured - . . -
"Ashville,. Alabama and returned to Georgla State Prison,,Reidsville,
November:- 1, . 1947.' He 'was given-a sentence_on November 1T, 1947

* of one:to one.year consecutive to foregoing sentence in connection ;;:7»

with this escape.' He ‘was . transferred. to. Charlton Prison. Branch, -

© . Folkston, Georgia,: February 3, 1948y returned.to Georgia State

. Prison, Reidsville, May 12, .1048; transferred £d -Coffes County -
“ Public ‘Works Camp, Douglas,’ Georgia, May 14, 1948, réturned to ‘-

| o Georgila’ State Prisoriy, Reidsville, November lO, 1951, was. discharged o

‘from that ‘institutlon June 26, 1952, Mr. HATCHETT :stated’ that
faccording %o his records, this individual never served time at’

"”the Public Works-Camp located at McRae, Georgia:and never. served

2 time under ‘Warden DAN- JOHNSON. ‘M. HATCHETT further stated that -
- to his. knowledge, no Negro prisoner ‘hag ever. ‘been killed or” shot
‘at the Public Works Camp located at: McRae, Georgia. He further

“a.;:_ 3 “.H o
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stated that HEAD had been an extreme custodial problem during
the time he served for the State of Georgla and is not
presently wanted by the State, according to his records,

It is noted from the foregoing that the records indlcate that
during the time covering the period in which HEAD alleges
that victim was killed, that he was actually lncarcerated

at the Georgia State Prison, Reidsville and not 1in any Public
Works Camp and described victim WILLIE GUNN as belng a

medium dark Negro, age about 30, 5'5" tall, 175 pounds,

Although HEAD states that victim WILLIE GUNN 1s not identlcal
with WILLIE GUNN, FBI # 569766, the followlng description

of this latter individual is set forth from records of the
State Board of Correctlons:

Race: Negro

Born: 2-9-04, Riverside, Alabama or
_ West Polnt, Georgla

Helght: 5 e

Weight: 160

Eyes: : Black

Hair: Black

Scars & marks: Scar at right temple; gunshot
: scar left elbow; 2" cut scar left
wrlst; birthmark left side of neck;
several dark spots right forearm,

The above description was taken during 1949,

- RUC =
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION “»

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Form No. 1 %
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT S-A-vaH \’
REPORT MADE AT DAmIN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY ':‘Q;
SAVANNAH 12=16=5h 11=30=54 JAMES H., APPLEGATE /fif
DAN JOHNSON; JAMES DAVIS;
WILLIEYGUNN - VICTIM CIVIL RIGHTS
|
~ 7

No record of WILLIE GUNN, escapeegi;

located at Georgla State Prison, or Georgia State Patrel, /. 2 7 l
Reidsville, Georgia. AL©
- | ot
- . . c - = - k/

DETAILS AT REIDSVILLE, GEORGIA

J. B, BROWNING, Captain of the
Guard, Georglia State Prison, advised he had mno record of an
escapee named WILLIE GUNN, He stated he had a record concerning | |
a WILLIE GUNN, negro, State Number A~7072, serving time for '
Burglary, who was admitted to the Georgia State Prison at

Reidsville in July, 1951 and transferred to Wayne County Public
Works Camp April 25, 1953.

Sergeant JOHNNIE W, ROBERTSON, NA,
Georgla State Patrol, advised he had no record concerning a
WILLIE GUNN, escapee from any of the Prison Camps in the
State, and pointed out that his office maintained records
concerning escaped prisoners who are still wanted,
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T R L Thpee copies of this repont sre being.!f -
xdesignated for Detroit’ in the event prosecution of BENNIE Fo' @00 0

.uij‘aHEAD under Section 1001 might be: deemed advisableo ;;”h,
ol REFERENCE " o
S 7 Detroit 1etter to Bureau dated
_iQNovember 18 19Sh S e R .
e . Savannah Air Tel to Bureau dated
;i-Z'December 6 195&. S S
T ' Report of SA JOSEPH E ISEMKN dated"
. .November 30, 195h at Detroit.'~:_;3 e e :
5’-!- SRS _Bureau teletype dated Deoem‘ber T,
DR 19 . zv =‘u*“dl .
L » Report of S FBANKARQ SGUTHERLAND
,dated December 10, 195& at Atlanta. ;g¢ : R _




STANDARD FORM NO. 64 }/ 9..
7
OZﬁC&’ Memamndzmz e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO  :DIRECTOR, FBI ' paTe: 1/3/55
N
LK ' /
FROM| :BAC, SAVANNAH (hh-4i2) L
e I &
- VICTIM Y’

CR

By Form 0-17 received 12-29-54 the Bureau noted mo copy
of the report of SA JAMES H, APPLEGATE dated 12/16/54 at Savanmah
vas furnished to the United States Attorney.

Consideration has previously beem given the question
of reports for the USA in this case, &3 customary in CR investigatioms,
but none has been sent dus to the absence of any vieolation within
this territory. Hence an opinion will not be sought, and would
not be competent,

Under the circumstances, reports will not be sent to
elther of the USAs im this Division UACB.

CC: DETROIT (44-178)
JDP md
(k)

64 JAN 101955
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Mr. Tolson——
ﬂ Roardman —

NMENT-
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Oﬁice Memor&mdum e UNITED STATrES GOVE

TO DATE:

* The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

m FROM  :yapren Olney IIT, Assistant Attorney General
[/ Criminal Division

1\_{1 Holloman—
Miss Gandy—

%:% SHRRCT: S ohnson, et ales B
!

s willie¥ounn - Vietim /¥ ]
Civil Rights i\
0.
Reference is made to your memoranda of December 16 and 22,
195k, with the reports of Special Agents Frank R, Southerland and
James H., Applegate attached thereto. /{ -/
Under the circumstances as reflected in the reports, no C}- I

further investigation is desired.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1 SAVANNAH

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

Ry
I

44

WHICH LOANED.

U..5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—>59266- 3

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
: ot L1330/ 50 SRR e
DETROIT, MICHIGAN | 2/11/55!3/313/55 JOSEPH E. ISEMAN plr
TILE CHARACTER OF CASE
DAN JOHNSON; JAMES DAVIS; &
WILLIE GUNN - VICTIM CIVIL RIGHTS
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:
BENNIE F. HEAD reportedly furnished same information to Detroit
newspaper as he previously had furnished this office. -AUSA; Detroit
desires to take no action against HEAD.
- RUC -
DETAILS:
At Detroit, Michigan:
Reverend JOHN BROOKE, Detroit City Rescue Mission,
931 LaBrosse, advised on December 30, 1954, that the previous day
he received a phone call from a negro newspaper in Detroit. He
did not get the name of the caller or the name of the paper. The
caller asked Reverend BROOKE about instant story at which time
Reverend BROOKE said he did not have any information and asked the
caller to put HEAD on the phone. Reverend BROOKE said HEAD still
resides at the Rescue Mission, but over the phone gave no explanatiod
for going to a paper with his story nor for failing to consult him “
before doing so. HEAD upon his return to the Mission gave no reason
for his action.

k 2% On January 13, 1955, instant matter was discussed
with Chief Assistant United States Attorney GEORGE WOODS, He stated
he desired to take no action ggainst BENNIE F. HEAD for furnishing
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"flnformatlon whlch ap ears to- b anfoiis . : 4 d- .
States Attorney WOODS, -in reference to naragraph lOOl Tltle 18

United: ®tates: ‘odes; stated ‘that HEAD's" living in & rescue m1331on"T“

.- and. telling -such a- story “indicated” to him-that" HEAD was’ 90331blv."LL
-, - ’not mentally.competent to-take -into Federal Court.: - He, tnerefore,,fﬂ
vfﬂidecllned to take anyhprosecutlve-actlon.~'a e :

‘?" 'Y;copyiof report of SA FRANK R. o
ifOUiHERLAND Atlanta,”date& December lO,
CLOSL S

*Qnei(l)‘copy of reoort of SA JAMES.H.~
3APPLEGATE”JSavannah dated December 16
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REFERENCE

Report of SA JAMES H. APPLEGATE, Savannah dated -
December 16, 1954,





