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June 20, 1946

E. Burns Parker, Esquire
United States Attorney HOLLIE

Montgomery, Alabama
Dear Mr. Parker:

Re: United States v. Dewey Columbus Bradley;
yiolation Civil Right: nd _Jomest ylolenc

I have your letter of May 14, 1946, in which
you assign the reasons for declining prosecution in this
case.

On the basis of the first reason set out in
your letter, we are closing the matter in our files.

. Rﬂmm’
For the Attorney General

THERON L. CAUDLE
Assistant Attorney General
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The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation June 20, 1946
Theron L. Caudle, Assistant Attorney General TLC s MiW s LAK

144=2-15
Dewey Columbus

Bradley
Civil Rights and Domestic Violence

Reference is made to your memorandum of March 6, 1946, in the captioned
matter, in which you asked if prosecutive action was contemplated against Bradley.

United States Attorney Parker at Montgomery, mban, reviewed the
reports as requested and advised as follows: _

‘mmwdmhltimutmtmmnpw,tbfactthﬁ
the State Court failed %o find sufficient evidence to prosecute the
case, and the fact that subject has been dismissed {rom service by
the Police Department of Union Springs, Alabama, I think it advisable
to decline prosecution; and am closing the file in my office."

In view of the foregoing position of Mr. Parker and in view of the fact
that in each of the incidents investigated supposedly unbiased witnesses have
stated that some sort of resistance or assault was offered by the victim to the
officers at the time of the shooting, the matter is being closed and no further
investigation will be desired.
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UNITED STATES ATTO 5}{{%‘”;‘&’%} >

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF ALABAMA
LOCK DRAWER 197
MONTGOMERY 1, ALABAMA

May 14th, 1946

Hone Theron Le Caudle,
Assistant Attorney General,
Depertment of Justice,
Washington 25, De Cea e
¥ ’ /
United States ve Dewey Columbus
Baileye Violation Civil Rights
and Domestic Violencee
Depte. Ref': TLC:MIW:BC 144=2=1§

Dear Sir:

In reply to your letter dated April 12, 1946, in
regard to the above~styled matter, I beg to inform you that
I have read and considered the reports of investigation sube
mitted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation in this casees

In view of me’testimony set out in the reports, the
fact that™the State Court failed to find sufficient evidence
to prosecute the case, and the fact that subject has been dis=
missed from service by the Police Department of Union Springs,
Alebama, T think it advisable to decline prosecution, and am
closing the file in my offices

Yours very truly,

T vire Darn_

" Ee Purns Parker,
United States Attorneye ‘

EBP/ac & %,
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May 10, 1846

Edward Burns Parker, Esquire
United States Attorney
Montgomery, Alabama

Dear Mr. Parker:

Reference is made to my letter of April 12,
1946, in which I requested the benefit of your views
with regard to the desirability of proceeding with
prosecution in this matter by Grand Jury presentment
or information.

I would appreciate your early reply in the
premises. :

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General

-

r I

G’M
ANp T THERON L. CAUDLE
; ;,D:‘?J’ 13 0&“_1:&._1. Attorney General
%0 ig{%‘ »

“P By
o

-

CC: Records
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April 12, 1946.

Edward Burns Parker, Esquire
United States Attorney
- Hontgomery, Alabama.

Dear Mr. Parker:

Re: Dewey Columbus Bradiey
Civil Rights and Doms

The Federal Bureau of Investigation has advised that
copies of the reports of investigation in this matter have
been furnished to you as I requested.

Please examine these reports and give me the benefit
of your appraisal of the facts and views with regard to the
desirability of proceeding with prosecution either by present-
ment before a Jury or by filing an information under
Section 52 of Title 18, U. S, C,

As you know, the Criminal Division will be glad to

lend you any assistance you may desire in the presentment or
trial of the matter as well as Ly way of research.

Respectfully,
Por the Attorney General

\M{
&

. THERON L. CAUDLE
Assistant Attorney General

CC Records <
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Ojﬁce Memorandum - vnitED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Assistant Attormey General T. L. Caudle xf DATE: Xk, 1946

FROM : John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Burean  Invedtigat

¢, &
SUBJECT: DEWEY COLUMBUS BRADLEY N7 G

N

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Reference is made to your memorandum dated March 19, 1946/ In
accordance with your request, I have instructed our Birmingham Office to fur-
nish copies of all pertinent reports in this case to the Uni‘bed States Attor-
ney at Montgomery, Alabama. -

DEPARTMENT OF
]

: APR 8 194
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Office Memorandum -

REC

VED

MAR 8- 1946
UNITED, AT BVISONERNMENT

TO : Assistant Attorney Gemeral T. L. Caudle DATE: March 6, 1946
ETHKPROLI : John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation
SUBJECT: DEWEY COLUMBUS BRADLEY

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Reference is made to our previous correspondence entitled "Unknown
Subjects; E. B. Thomas - Victim, Union Springs, Alabama; Civil Rights and Domestic

Violence."

For your consideration, there are transmitted herewith copies of the

following reports:

Report of Special Agent Henry A, Donahoo, dated February 12, 1946, at

Birmingham ‘Alabama

Report of Special Agent Robert S. Kelly, dated March 1, 1946, at Chicago,

Illinois

Report of Special Agent William A. Flynn, Jr., dated March 4, 1946, at New

York, New York.

I shall appreciate your advisin

templated against Bradley.

Attachments

1

,'/

DEFAHTMENT OF JUSTIGE
MAR 7 1948 P.M.
DIVISION OF REGORDS ,
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Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

o 8

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FILE NO.

BIRMINGHAM 4493 T

REPORT MADE AT

Birmingham, Ala,

DATE WHEN MADE FERIOD FOR | REPORT MADE BY

WHICH MADE

CER ]

TITLE c l 3

DEWEY COLUMBUS BRADLEY

| CHARACTER OF CASE

| CIVIL RIGHTS AND
~ DOMESTIC VIOLGNCE

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Investigation, at request of Department, reflects subject,
a former police officer at Union Springs, Ala., killed a
negro, EDGAR B, THOMAS, while attempting to question him
10<13-45+ Another negro, ALGER LEE GARRY, was wounded by
subjeet in making arrest 11-3-45, and another negro, JESSIE
HIGHTOWER, was killed by subject in making arrest 12-1-45.
A1l shootings were at Union Springs, dla, Subject dismissed
from Police Department at Unlon Springs 12-4-45, for con-
duct unbecoming an officer, but city officials declined to
explain the dismissal., Negro witnesses in each case state
subjeet shot and killed THOMAS and HIGHTOWER and wounded
GARRY without apparent cause, while white witnesses state
the victims in each case made a motion as if to attack or
disarm the subject. In statement sulmitted by his attorney
subject stated that in each of the three shootings the
victims attempted to attack or disarm him, Criminal record
of subjeet requested of Bureau. Cirecuit Grand Jury, Union
Springs, Ala,, considered the THOMAS case 2-5-46 and returned
a no-bill, HIGHTONER shooting was investigated by the same
Orand Jury 2-5-46 but failed to find sufficient evidence to
issue a warrant for subject's arrest.

P,
REFERENCE: letters from Bureau dated 11~26-45 and 1-14-46, Burean file
No, 44~13243 :
Report of S.A. ALVIN C. SCHLENKER, San Juan, P.Re, l=4=4b.
DETAILS: The title of this case is being marked changed to delete the
caption UNKNOWN SUBJECT, E. B. THOMAS, Victim, and to show
N FORWARDED: 5P Chianee. | e RONOTWRITE IN THESE SPACES
W B S S TP e (B
COPIES OF THIS REFORT A | “DEFARTMENT OF JUSTIOF
® MAR %7 1946 P
1 New York 4l ORIM. - OIVIL B.Iémg“
) o

T—2034




the correct name of subject as DEREY COLUMBUS BRADLEY,

Investigation of this case is predicated upon a Bureau letter
dated November 26, 1945, enclosing a memorandum from the Department dated
November 7, 1945, in which it was stated that unknown police officers shot and
killed a negro by the name of E. B, THOMAS at Union Springs,on October 13,
1945, It was stated that J. L. PINCKNEY, a negro preacher at Union Springs,
was the informant, but that he had left Union Springs. A preliminary in-
vestigation was requested by the Department.

By letter dated January 14, 1946, the Bureau forwarded another
memorandum from the Department dated December 18, 1945, in which it was stated
that LOUIS E. BURNHANM, Organizational Secretary of the Southern Negro Youth
Congress at Birmingham, Ala,, had furnished additional infermation concerning
the shooting of THOMAS, In addition to this information it was also related
that the name of the police officer was D. C. BRADIEY, and that in addition to
shooting THOMAS he had shot out the eye of a negro, ED DAY GARY, and had killed
another negro by the name of JESSIE HIGHTOWER. These additional shootings were
at Union Springs, Alabama, and an investigation was requested.

In view of the fact that this case involves three separate and
distinet shootings by the subject, for the sake of clarity the shooting of each
victim' will be treated as a separate case within this report, and all the
investigation pertaining to each individual incident will be listed under the
name of the vietim, In instances where a witness saw more than one shooting,
separate signed statements werec obtained.

EDGAR B. THOMAS
Killed Oct. 13, 1945

AT UNION SPFRINGS, AIA.

The following investigation was performed by Special Agent
DULANY J. DUPUY:

CALLIE JORDAN, MURKEY JETT, MARY LEE WILLIAMS, CELIE ANN PERRY,
and the Reverend R. 0. JOHNSON, all negroes, stated that J. L, PINCKNEY, the
original informant in this case, had left Union Springs immediately after the
shooting of THOMAS, and stated that his present whereabouts was wnknown to them,
although they were very friendly with him while he resided at Union Springs.

The Rev. R. O. JOHNSON advised that T-l was in the cafe when
THOMAS was killed, .

Qe
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T-1l advised that PINCKNEY was not actually an eye witness
to the THOMAS shooting, but that he had been in his own cafe next door at
the time of the shooting. Informant stated that a short time prior %o the
shooting PINCKNEY had complained to the City Council about some racial
matter and because of that, and his presence at the sdene of the shooting,
the Ghie!ef?oheehadtaldhhthathohﬁbotterbooutoftmbym—
down, T-l related that Officers WHITTLE and BRADLEY had come into THOMAS's
place about 8 A.M. Sunday morning, October, 13, 1945. WHITTIE proceeded
to the rear of the restaurant and BRADIEY remained in front and both ordered
THOMAS to get out of the cafe. THOMAS asked "what is this all about?" but
was again ordered to get out, T-l stated that BRADLEY commenced backing out of
the restaurant and WHITTLE remained behind until THOMAS fell inte place be-
tween them, T-l stated that at this time WHITTLE was armed with a sawed off
shotgun and BRADLEY only with side arms, He stated that THOMAS made no
menacing gesture toward either officer, but as the three moved toward the
front door, BRADLEY, without provocation, fired - hitting THOMAS in the face.
He stated that THOMAS cried out and then BRADLEY fired again, THOMAS then
ran to the back of the restaurant and BRADILEY fired three more shots. At that
point he states that THOMAS cried "please don't kill me.," BRADIEY then re-
loaded his 38 and fired five more rounds into THOMAS and THOMAS fell, BRADLEY
then walked out of the restaurant. T-l1 states that he then heard THOMAS moan,
after which BRADLEY came back into the restaursnt, took WHITTIE's shotgun frem
him and fired two shots into Thomas's forehead, The restaurant was then
locked up until Chief Gardner arrived. T-1 states that it was then that
Chief of Police H. L. GARDNER, in company with Ofiicer WHITTLE, told PINCKNEY
to get out of tomm.

It is pointed out that the informant who furnished the above
information stated he has been warned by several prominent white citizens,
whom he refused to name, that he must never know or say anything about the
killing of THOMAS. Informant has advised that if he is quoted or called upon
to make any statement whatsoever he believes sincerely that he will be killed.
He advised agent that if called upon to do so he would refuse to testify, and
also stated that he would refuse to discuss the matter any further with anyone.
At the same time informant refused to emecute a signed statement.

It was ascertained that the Enf rcement Division of the Alabama
Highway Patrol had made an investigation at Unien Springs concerning the kill-
ing of THOMAS, A check of the records at the Enforcement Division reflected
that J. V. KITCHENS made a report, and the following is a summary of his
report dated December 19, 1945:

-



HOLLIS EUGENE WHITTLE, Assistant Chief of the Police Department
at Union Springs, stated he came to work on the morning of October 13, 1945,
at which time D. C. mtddhimthatTHWhadfollmdhinupanddm
the streets of Union Springs the past night, and BRADIEY requested him, WHITTLE,
to go with him to talk to THOMAS and see what he wanted and what he intended
to do; that upon arriving at THOMAS's cafe, BRADIEY called THOMAS cut on the
sidewalk and asked him why he had been following him and if he was trying to
kill him. THOMAS then made a lunge at BRADIEY and BRADIEY pushed him back
and shot him., WHITTIE stated that he thought BRADLEY shot THOMAS three times
on the sidewalk, but was not sure. WHITTLE stated that a negro woman sitting
in the cafe when the shooting started ran out the back door and he did not know
who she was.

Continuing, Mr. KITCHENS' report reflected that BRADIEY was
interviewed and stated that after THOMAS followed him on October 12th, he went
to Chief GARDNER stating that something had to be done about THOMAS, and Chief
GARDNER sent WHITTLE and BRADLIEY to talk to THOMAS, BRADIEY claimed that on
arriving at THOMAS's cafe THOMAS was standing at the back door. He claimed he
called to THOMAS to come out on the front but that THOMAS made a break behind
tbecounterandranhizhandmdortheemmtorasiftogatanapm.‘&tthil
point he stated he threw his pistol on THOMAS and told him to come out with
nothing in his hands or he would kill him right there., BRADLEY stated that
he continued to hold his pistol on THOMAS while he talked and that THOMAS did
not say anything but lunged at him, trying to twist the pistol out of his hand,
BRADLEY stated he sterted shooting THOMAS and did not know how many times he
shot him; that THOMAS went back into his cafe and it was BRADIEY's opinion
that he was going for his pistol or a rifle, and that he shot him onece with
a shotgung that he reloaded his pistol and continued to shoot THOMAS and
THOMAS went into the kitchen. As he started out BRADIEY shot him one time
with the shotgun and THOMAS fell dead,

The Highway Patrol report further reflected that Mr, KITCHENS
made an examination of THOMAS's body and found that there were considerable
powder burns between the thumb and forefinger of THOMAS's left hand, which led
Mr, KITCHENS to believe that the hand was on the end of the barrel when the
gun was fired, Mr, KITCHENS counted nine bullet wounds entering from the
front of the body, and he found a large wound in the top of the head,

‘Chief of Pelice R. L. GARDNER was contacted by Agent DUPUY
and he advised that former police of ficer DENEY BRADLEY was no longer
by the Police Department, having been discharged on December 4y 1945, for
conduct unbecoming an officer, He advised that around the first of October,
1945, he had received a report from an unrecalled source that EDGAR THOMAS

e
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was creating a disturbance and was "God-damning™ the police. Chief GARDNER
stated that he investigated at this time and found the door of the cafe
barred from the inside and he proceeded to summon Sheriff W, P, PICKEIT of
Bullock County, and Officer BRADLEY. He stated that he and Sheriff PICKETT
stayed at the front door and sent BRADIEY to the rear door of the restaurant,
where BRADLEY effected an entrance from the rear and was then joined by
himself (GARDNER) and Sheriff PICKETT., They found THOMAS and a negro woman
in a booth drinking., THOMAS was ordered to get out of the booth but refused
to do so and ordered the police officers out of his restaurant, GARDNER
advised that he attempted to handecuff THOMAS, who resisted, and BRADLEY then
struck him with his blackjack, and THOMAS was taken into custody on a charge
of drunk and disorderly conduect, and he was subsequently released on bond,

The following investigation was conducted jointly by the writer
and Special Agent DULANY J. DUPUY:

CHIEF of Police R. L. GARDNER was interviewed with reference
to the shooting of THOMAS and he stated that he was not a witness to the
shooting, and all he knew about the case was what BRADLEY told him, which was
to the effect that BRADLEY and WHITTILE went to THOMAS's cafe on the
of October 13th to question THOMAS as to why he had been following Officer
BRADIEY at night, and BRADIEY related to him that THOMAS had attempted to
disarm him, at which time BRADIEY shot him several times and killed him.
Chief GARDNER advised that sofir as he knew, there were only two eye witnesses
to the shooting, namely Police Officer WHITTLE and a negro woman by the name
of WILL OLA KENDRICK.

Chief GARDNER advised that he was willing to cooperate in any
way with this investigation, but it was obvious that he was extremely reluctant
to give any information whatsoever and he declined to make my signed statement.
He was questioned as to the details concerning dismissal of subject BRADIEY
on December 4, 1945, but he declined to furnish this information. He re-
luctantly stated, however, that BRADLEY was dismissed primarily because it
was felt that he was a little too quick on the trigger. He declined to say
whether he thought BRADLEY was justified in any of the three shootings., He
did state, however, that after the shooting of THOMAS was reported to him

he immediately placed BRADIEY in jail without formal charges, explaining that
he arrested him for safe keeping. He did not explain why he thought it was
moomrxtoholdl&.mmfnfem.

Sheriff W. P, PICKEIT, who was Acting Sheriff when THOMAS was
killed, declined to make a signed statement but very reluctantly stated that

~5m
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he was out of town when THOMAS was shot and when he returned he learned that
BRADIEY was in jail but he could not say who put him there., He stated that he
then obtained a warrant for the arrest of BRADLEY; placed him under arrest

at the jail, and then took him out of the jail and carried him before & Justice
of the Peace where, by agreement with the County Solicitor, the subject waived

a preliminary hearing and was released on a $1,000 bond to await ac tion of the
State Grand Jury which convened February 4, 1946, Former Sheriff PICKEIT advised
that he made this arrest without investigation,

Mr., PICKETT stated that the following men had told him that
THOMAS made remarks to them about Officer BRADLEY, after BRADIEY had allegedly
hit THOMAS over the head with a blackjack about October 7, 1945: F. M, MOSELEY,
C. L. GOLSON, C. A. MAY and C. N. NORTON,

Former Sheriff PICKETT stated that he was with Chief of Police
GARDNER and Officer BRADLEY at the time of THOMAS's arrest for drunk and dis-
orderly conduct at his cafe around the first part of October, 1945, and that
at the time it was necessary for BRADIEY to subdue THOMAS with a blackjack
because he was very drunk and became abusive,

Although former Sheriff PICKEIT professed cooperation, it
was obvious that he was very hostile and stated frankly that he thought the
Federal Government had no business butting into this case inasmuch as he felt
the State of Alabama and Bullock County were thoroughly capable of handling
their own business,

A check of the Grand Jury Docket reflected that a warrant was
signed by Sheriff W. P. PIUKEIT and was issued by a Justice of the Peace at
Union Springs, Alabama on October 13, 1945, charging D. C. BRADLEY with man-
slaughter. The docket reflected that BRADLEY was released on a $1,000 bond
on the same date, and witnesses were listed as LEWIS GARDNER, H. E. WHITTLE,
JIMMY YOUMAN, INA SMITHSCN,

LEE PADGETT, white, a sawmill operator residing at Unien
Springs, Alabama, executed the following signed statements

" - Union Springs, Ala,
Jan, 29, 1946,

I, LEE PADGETT, age 29, willingly make this statement to

H. A, DONAHOO and D. J. DUPUY, Special Agents of the F.B.I. I make it with-
out force or threats or promise of reward.

e
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I don't recall the exact date but on a Saturday morning in
October, 1945, I was working in my little welding shop by the Cities Service
Station which is about 50 yards from the rear of B. T. THOMAS' restaurant,
This was about €:00 or 9:00 a,m, and I heard 3 or 4 shots from the direction
of the THOMAS place. I don't know who fired them,

I ran around to the front of the THOMAS place and when I
gottoweﬁmtlsﬂmnmwmmmwtsmﬂnsm. 3
asked BRADLEY what had happened and he said he couldn's talk., I don't reecall
which one it was, but one of the officers had a sawed-off shotgun,

BRADIEY then went into the Thomas restaurant and looking
through the front glass I saw BRADLEY walk up to a door which separated the
kitchen from the rest of the cafe. I heard BRADIEY say, "all right, you
sons of bitches, come out of there.," I didn't see anyone come out and didn't
hear anyone answer and I saw BRADLEY shoot, I don't know whether he shot
with a pistol or a shotgun,

mthmmlkcdtotheﬁontdoorandsdd, 'If you
want to see a dead son of a bitch cole in and take a look." I then went
:l.nthocnrcandml!.B.TMmthefloorwiththttopnfhiahudblm
off. Thisminalitthpaaugmybehmtheminpartarthncafemd
the kitchen, BRADIEY did not go back with me,

Several days later I went back in the cafe to the place
where I had seen THOMAS lying and specifically looked for bullet holes in
then]lorﬂoorbutloouldn'tfmdany. I just did this out of curiosity.

I read these pages of statement, 1 and one half Pg., and they
are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

(S8igned) IEE PADGETT
Witnesss

He A. DONAHOO, Sp. Agt, F.B.I.
De Jo DUPUY, Sp, Agte FoB.I."

Mr, PADGETT said there were other people around the THOMAS CAFE
immediately before or after the shooting, but he could not reeall who they
were,

MRS. INA SMITHSON, white, proprietor of a lunch stand on Main

T
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Street, executed the following signed statement:

" Unien 3pr1ngs, Ala,
Jan, 29, 1946

I, INA SMITHSON, age 31, willingly make this statement to
Special Agents D. J. DUPUY and H. A. DONAHOO of the F.B.I. I make it
without force or threats or pramise of reward, and I make it freely,

On a Friday night before EDGAR THOMAS was killed, I was at
my sister's, Mrs, S. D. RENFROE, up over police headquarters. I came down
to my car about 10315 P.M, As I was getting in my car Mr. BRADLEY of the
police force came out of the police station and we spoke and he accompanied
me to the car, I got into the car,

Wihen I got into the car I heard someone walk up back of it
and it was a negro named EDGAR THOMAS. THOMAS did not say anything but when
he saw Mr, BRADIEIh.pnthi&righthm:dbuktohisbippocht. He looked
at Mr, BRADLEY for a moment with his hand still on his hip pocket, and then
walked south on Main street in the middle of the street.

After this Mr., BRADLEY made a statement to the effect that
I had probably saved him because THOMAS had been following him every night
for a week,

My, BRADLEY then asked me to drive him toward the bus station
which was the direction THOMAS had gone. We drove to the bus station and saw
THOMAS THere, He talked to a te boy in a truck for a few minutes and then
Tmmmboydrowtmmckintoﬂuﬂulrrﬂling&auonwths
street, I then took Mr. BRADIEY to the police station where he got out and I
went home,

I was at home the next day when THOMAS was shot and I know
nothing about the shooting except what I have heard.

Ihawraadthisat.atamentocrmandafraotimpagosand
it is true.

(Signed) INA SMITHSON
Wi tness:

H. A. DONAHOO, Sp. Agt., F.B.I.
D. J. DUPUY, Sp. Agt., FBI"
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Mrs, SMITHSON advised that she knew of no eye witnesses
to this shooting,

Mr. J. E. YOUMANS, Proprietor of a radio shop several
stores south of and across the street from the Thomas Cafe, gave the follow-

ing signed statements

n Union Springs, Ala,
Jan. 29, 1946.

I, J. E. YOUMANS, age 38, willingly make this statement to
Special Agents D. J. DUPUY and H. A, DONAHOO of the F.B.I. I make it without
force or threats or promise of reward,

I don't recall the exact date but about a week before E. B.
THOMAS was killed I was standing out on the sidewalk in front of my place and
Ilmhdmrati’hmu'Cdemsthemtmdafmdowanorthafmy
radio shop on Main Street and I saw Officer BRADIEY bring THOMAS out of his
cafes I did not see any blood on THOMAS but he appeared to be drunk from
the way he was walking, BRADLEY took THOMAS south on Main Street toward the
county jail,

About 3 times during the following week while I was working
in my shop at night I noticed THOMAS driving behind Mr. BRADLEY but I did
not give it any thought,

About two days before THOMAS was killed Mr, BRADIEY teold
me that THOMAS had been following him at night and I told him @ did not
believe it, He then invited me to ride with him that night and I did ride
around town with him two or three times, THOMAS, in a car followed us
everywhere we went., BRADLEY told me that he had gotten information from
some place that THOMAS was going to kill him the first chance he got.

I don't remember what date it was but on a Saturday morning between 7:00
and 8:00 I was in my shop and I saw Officer BRADIEY and WHITTLE going toward
Thomas' Cafe, I then stepped out on the sidewalk and saw the two officers
directly in front of Thomas' Cafe. :

I heard BRADIEY say, "Edgar, come out, I am going to take you

to jail." BRADLEY, who had a sawed-off shotgun in his hand, then turned
around and faced the street and THOMAS made a grab from the rear at the
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shotgun, BRADIEY then wheeled and ran back into the cafe after THOMAS, Tt
appeared to me that THOMAS was headed for one of the counters and I saw

BRADLEY shoot his pistol. I don't know how many, but several shots were

fired, I don't know who fired all the shots,

I have read this one and one half pages and it is true
to the best of my bellef,

(Pigned) J. E. YOUMANS
Vitness:

E. A. DONAHOO, Sp. Agte., F.B.I.
D. J. DUPUY, Sp. Agt, F.B.L™

_ Mr, YOUMANS advised that he knew of no eye wilnesses to the
shooting,

WIIL OLA KENDRICK, negress, General Delivery, stated that
she was not in Thomas's Cafe when he was killed and she kmew absolutely
nothing about the shootings She advised that she believes that a woman cook
whose last name was Benjamin, was present.

LONNIE BELL BENJAMIN, a negro woman who lives in the south
end of Union Springs, declined to sign a statement but stated orally that
she was a cook for E, B, THOMAS at his cafe in Union Springs. She stated
that on a Saturday in October, 1945, she came to work about 8 A.M. and went
back to the kitchen and built a fire in the steove, About ten minutes after she
got to the cafe she heard what she thought was a car back-firing and then
she realiged that someone was shooting in front of the cafe, 5She did not hear
any words passed but became extremely frightened and ran out the back of the
cafe without knowing who did the shooting or who was in front of the cafe.
She then went around on Main Street and someone told her "the law had killed
THOMAS." She stated that she was never present when THOMAS had any difficulty
with the police and she did not know of any witnesses to the shooting.

Mr, Co L. GOLSON, a retired business man, advised that some
time in October, 1945, E. B. THOMAS came to him and told him that Officer
BRADIEY had beaten him with a stick when he had arrested him a few days
before and he did not believe that such treatment was necessary, He related
that THOMAS told him it looked like he would have to sell his business and
move out of town to aveid trouble with Officer BRADLEY, but that he did
not make any threats against the person of BRADLEY.

~10-
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Mr, Co A MAY, Mayor of Union Springs, was contacted and he
stated that THOMAS came to him after he was arrested by BRADLEY in the early
part of October, but Mr, MAY declined to reveal the nature of his conversation
with THOMAS, He stated that he did not want to be uncooperative and he
understood the FBI was on the case because they were ordered to make the
. investigation by officials in Washington, but he felt that for the good of the
town he should not reveal what his conversation with THOMAS was, and for the
same reason he declined to state why BRADLEY was dismissed from the police
force..

Mr, C, N. NORTQN, Cashier of the First National Bank, stated
that THOMAS came to him after his arrest by BRADLEY and exhibited knots on his
head which he stated were cauwed by the beating given him by Officer BRADLEY,
He stated that THOMAS resented the beating but did not make any threats against
the person of Mr, BRADLEY,

My, F. M. MOSELEY, President of the American Bank, advised
that THOMAS told him about the arrest and the beating given him by BRADLEY,
but that he did not make any threats against BRADLEY and did not say anything
about believing he would have to leave town,

Mr, S. B. WILSON, white, an underteker at Union Springs,
stated he was requested to examine THOMAS's body immediately after he was
killed, He stated that he did not make a written report and does not reecall
the date of his examination, but to the best of his recollection he found
THOMAS slumped down on the floer of his cafe with the top of his head shot
off, apparently with a shotgun, and he found five or six bullet holes in the
area of his chest and abdomen, all of them being from the front. He stated
that a negro undertaker by the name of AIEX ALLEN might be able to give
more information about the econdition of the body,.

ALEX ALLEN, negro undertaker in Unien Springs, was contacted
and advised that he prepared THOMAS's body for burial. He stated that he
rmmobodw'fmm%mdmthatthotopotthnMdm
gone but he could not say whether it had been beaten off or shot off and
that the brains were completely out and en the floor in the cafe, He stated
that he made no written report of the condition of the body, but found the
following wounds: One wound, appearing to be a pistol wound, in the web
of the left handj five wounds, apparently pistol bullet wounds, in the back,
He explained, however, that he did not know the difference in a wounhd of
entry and a wound of exit, and stated that the holes in the back could
possibly be holes of exit. He stated that he found two wounds in the ab-
domen; one near the heart; one near the neck, and one in the chin, He
atntodthatthoymappearodwhiataﬂbamnthomooﬂibargm.
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AT RIVER FALLS, ALA.

HOLLIS E, WHITTIE, Chief of Pelice at River Falls, executed
the following signed statements

River Falls, Alabama
Jan, ”3 19464

I, Hs Es WHITTIE, age, 39 willingly make this statement to
Special Agents D. J. DUPUY and H, A. DONAHOO of the F.B.I, I make it
without foree or threats or promise of reward, and + realize that what I
say may be used against me,

I was formerly a folice officer at Union Springs, Ala, but
I resigned and left Union Springs about the middle of Nov, 1945. I worked
on the day shift but sometime I worked at night,

I was not present at the arrest of E. B. THOMAS for being
drunk in Union Springs in Cetober, 1945, but D. C. BRADLEY, another
man, told me about it, and he told me that he had to hit Thomas with a
night stick,

Following the arrest of THOMAS for drunkenness, lMr, BRADLEY
toldmmahudnyni@tthatmhaﬂbomfmm.nghm:tnight
in a car and he asked me to ride with him for a couple of nights.

I rode with Mr, BRADLEY for two nights after that and I
think it was Wednesday and Thursday nights. On the nights I rode the
rounds over the town with Mr, BRADLEY in a car from about 6$00 to 10330
P.U, Vhile we were making the rounds I noticed that THOMAS followed us
around the block about twice each night, He did not make any attempt to
stop us or to wreck us or harm us in any way.

On the following Saturday morning I was in a barber shop
getting a shave abolit 6300 A.M. and BRADLEY came in and asked me to go
with him to talk to EDGAR THOMAS to find out why he was following him,

I agreed to go with him and we went by the police station where BRADLEY
got a double barrelled shotgun which was loaded. I did not ask him why he
was gelting the shotgun and he did not say why.

We then went up to Thomas' cafe about 6320 a.m. and went
to the front door. BRADLEY had the shotgun in his left hand and as we

:
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got to the front door BRADLEY drew his .38 pistol out of the holster,
BRADLEY called through the open front door of the cafle and said, "Edgar,
come to the door, I want to talk to you,"

THOMAS was about half way back in the cafe and when BRADLEY
called him he came to the front door and stepred about 3 feet on the side-
walk, BRADLEY had his pistol in his right hand down by his side, and the
shotgun in his left hand,

: When THOMAS got to BRADLEY, BRADLEY asked him what he kept
following him for, THOMAS did not answer but made a grab for BRADLEY's
pistol and BRADLEY shot him in the right hand with the pistol, BRADLEY then
fired the pistol 5 more times, hitting THOMAS in the chest, I think,

THOMAS then turmed and ran back into the cafe, and when he
got about half way back in the cafe he wheeled around facing the front door,
and BRADIEY shot him with one barrel of the shotgum,

I did not go into the store at all and I don't know how
bﬂﬂ]ﬁ'mwmmo

So far as I know THOMAS did not have any weapon in his hand
when he came to the door and so far as I know he did not make any move to
obtain any weapon, except the effort he made to grab BRADLEY's gun.

I did not ever draw my gm at all during the entire affair,

Mir. BRADIEY did not go in the cafe right after the shooting
and he and I stood on the outside of the door until the Chief of Police
got there, The Chief got there about 30 minutes after the shooting, The
Chief went into the cafe with Mr, D. B. WILSON, an undertaker, and stayed
about 30 minutes and they then came out and padlocked the door,

The Chief and BRADIEY and I then went to the County Jail
where BRADLEY was locked in jail for safe keeping. I don't know why,

~There was a negro weman sitting about middle way of the
cafe when BRADIEY and T first got there but she disappeared. I don't know
who she was or whether she saw the shooting or not.

Irdon't know of any witness to the shooting,

~13=
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T can't read too well but this statement was read to me and
it is true to the best of my knowledge and belief, The statement consists of
three and a half pages.

(Signed) H. E. WHITTLE

Witnessed:
H, A, DONAHOO, Sp, Agb., F.B.I.
D J. DUPUY, Spe Agte, F.B.I."

Tnasmuch as subject BRADIEY had previously told Special Agent
DUPUY that CALVIN HUGHES was a witness to this shooting, Mr, HUGHES was inter-
viewed at River Falls, and stated that he was in Union Springs in October,
1945, working for the State Convict Departmént. One morning he was standing
in front of the police station around 8 A.M. and he heard shots from the
direction of the THOMAS CAFE, but he did not know who did the shooting or why.
He later heard that Officer BRADLEY had killed EDGAR THOMAS,.

Subject BRADLEY was interviewed by Special Agent DUPUY on
January 15, 1946, and made the following oral statement: He stated that THOMAS
had made numerous threats around Union Springs that he was going to kill
BERADIEY, He stated that on the night of October 12, 1945, he noticed THOMAS
following him about throughout the major part of the evening, He stated that
he would stop on the sidewalk, turn, and THOMAS would be a short way behind
him. While using the muniecipal automobile for routine trips around his beat
he observed THOMAS carrying a Winchester on at least two occasions on the
night of October 12. He stated that whenever he would twrn and see THOMAS,
THOMAS would twrn and go away, only to return,

BRADIEY advised that on the morning of October 13, 1945,
he decided to call on EDGAR B. THOMAS and ascertain the reasons for Thomas's
questionable actions of the previous night. He proceeded to Thomas's res-
taurant and called to THOMAS to come outside. He stated that he intended to
ask THOMAS why he had followed him about the previous night and why he had
carried his Winchester rifle, He stated that as soon as THOMAS came out of
the restaurant he made a dive for BRADLEY's gun. It is to be noted that
BRADLEY claimed at that time to have been armed with a 38 revolver, a .45
revolver and a lé6-gauge shotgun, BRADLEY stated that he shot THOMAS six
times with the .38 revolver, twice with the .45 revolver, and twice with
the shotgun., He stated that as he fired THOMAS continued to fight and he
found it necessary to continue firing until such time as THOMAS could no
longer fight him, BRADIEY stated that Officer WHITTIE and CALVIN M, HUGHES
were both with him at that time. Both of these individuals reside in River
Falls, Klabama, BRADIEY advised that about the first of December he shot
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and killed a second negro when in the cowse of an arrest the negro attacked
him with a knife, BRADLEY stated that a Corener's jury found it to be justi-
fiable homicide,

Questioned as to the exact details of the shooting, BRADIEY
stated that he had gone to THOMAS's place of business and had called him to
come out, He stated that THOMAS came out but did not speak, but immediately
made a lunge for BRADLEY's gun, BRADIEY pulled his 438 and began firing,

He claims that THOMAS continued grapplirig with him, BRADIEY emptied his .38
into THOMAS and also fired two shots from his .45 caliber revolver. He said
that THOMAS then ran back into the cafe behind a partition and BRADLEY called
to him to come out, believing that he had gone for his rifle, when THOMAS
emerged. BRADLEY states that he fired twice with a sawed-of’ shotgun and
THOMAS fell,

ROBERT COPE, Attorney for BRADLEY, advised that THOMAS,
after his release on bond, following his arrest on October 7y 1945, had
paraded himself all over Union Springs exhibiting his injured head and
wearing a bloody shirt, COPE stated that he and others had advised THOMAS
to go home and wash up and forget the incident, but he is reported to have
refused to do so and to have contacted the Mayor and other prominent citizens
of Unien Springs, COPE stated that he was also attorney for victim THOMAS
and considered himself as THOMAS's friend; however, he advised that THOMAS
had remained dunk practically the whole week between his arrest and demise.
He stated that several negro clients of his advised him in confidence that
they had heard THOMAS make threats against the life of BRADIEY., He declined
to name these persons.

DENEY COLUMBUS BRADLEY was inter#iewed by Special Agent
DUPUY and the writer at Union Springs on January 31, 1946, at which time he
stated that he would gladly give a signed statement but that his attorney, Mr,
R. E, L. COPE of Union Springs, had advised him not to make any statement
unless he were present, ;

¥re R. E. L. COPE was contacted, at which time the odor
of whiskey was noted on his breath, and he stated that he was in a peculiar
position with reference to Mr, BRADLEY in that he was representing Mr, BRADLEY
as City Attorney, and on the other hand if the Grand Jury at Union Springs
returned an indictment against BRADIEY that it would then be his duty,
as County Solicitor, to prosecute Mr. BRADLEY, which he would do to the best
of his ability, He stated that he would not allow his client to make any

statement to Agents, adding that he diid not distrust the Agents, but he i‘elf
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sure that this case was instigated in Washington by Negro pressure groups.
He thought that in all possibility these negro pressure groups might employ
a special prosecutor to help prosecute Mr, BRADIEY and he did not want them
to have any statement about whieh to question BRADIEY., He did, however,
state that he would like to present lir, BRADLEY's dide of the case, and the
following signed statement was turned over to agents by M, COPEs

"During the months of October, November, and December, I
was a member of the police force of Union Springs, Alabama, On Sunday morning
about the first week in October, I was called by the Chief of Police and
Sheriff to make an arrest., At that time I was working as night policeman
and had been in bed for a very short while. When I got up tomn, I was informed
that EDGAR THOMAS had been having a row at his place of business with a woman
that he was keeping, Further that you could hear him cussing up and down the
main streets of Union Springs for two or three blocks. went to his place
of business with the Chief of Police, R. L. GARDNER and the Sheriff W. P.
PICKETT, We found that the front door was locked and “r, GARDNER and I left
Mr, PICKEIT at the front door and went to the back door and I managed to push
it open. When I got into the cafe, EDGAR was sitting on one side in a booth
and the woman was sitting at a table across from him about fifteen or twenty
feets I shook EDGAR and asked him what was the trouble and he said, "what in
the hell is it to you?" and started rising up and as he did he reached for
his pocket. I then hit him with my billy one time, put the handeuffs on him
and carried him to jail, He was very definitely drunk at that time. I do not
know but I am informed that he spent all day Sunday going over Union Springs
eand showing people where I had hit him. I was informed, either the following
day or a day thereafter, by several different persons that EDGAR had said he
would get his Winchester rifle and would kill me on sight. Ag a night officer,
I used the police car and patrolled the City of Union Springs, I soon found
that he was following me through the entire town, Naturally when I came into
an isolated distriet with a car behind me and a man who had threatened to
shoot me driving it, I had cause for alarm, In addition, he would follow me
around all through the night while I was on duty. It is my opinion that he
was drinking heavily during the entire week, I recall one special occasion
that I was standing on the side of the car of ¥rs, INA SMITHSON on the Friday
preceding the Saturday that I shot him, This was about 7230 or 8 o'clock at
night, Mrs, SMITHSON told me to look out there was someone behind me and
when I wWhelled around, Edgar was standing about ten feet behind me with his
hands in his pockets. ¥hen I turned around he walked away and Mrs, SUTTHSON
suggested that I get in her car and ride down the street and see what he was
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doing, This occurred in front of the City Hall and Mrs. SMITHSON is a sister-
in-law of Mr, RENFROE, who is in charge at night of the fire department and
who lives in the City Hall, That was the reason that she happened to be
there, We got in the car and drove around the block to the bus station and
as we passed I saw him under the cafe window of the bus station and he then
turned and ran around the corner and hid behind some bales of cotton which
were on the street. He followed me in his car all that night and the last
time I saw him he had gone back behind the bales of cotton on the main street
and his car was parked across on the other side. This was about four o'clock
in the morning. The next morning about 8 e'clock I got in touch with Mr,
WHITTLE, a member of the police forece and told him that I wanted him to go
with me to Edgar Thoamas's place of business and talk to him. It was my in-
tention to tell him that he would have to stop foellowing me around and making
threats, lr, WHITTLE and * went to his place of business and I stood at the
front door and called for him to come out. He walked behind the counter and
I told him not to pick up anything, just to come on out and he came to the
front door, I had with me an old gun which was completely worn out and could
not be relied upon to fire, Because my gun was in such bad shape, I was also
carrying a policeman's sawed off shot gun., When he came to the door he made
a lunge for my pistol and I managed to avoid him and started shooting, I
shot him a number of times but in the excitement I could not say just how
manye. He ran back in the store and went behind a partitition and came out
with something and when he did I shot him with the shot gun.

(Signed) D. C. BRADLEY
Sworn to and subscribed before me this the 31lst day of January, 1946

(Signed) R. E. L. COPE, Jr,
Notary Public, "

Mr. COPE attempted to get agents to say whether they were
satisfied or dissatisfied with the statement, and asked agents if the state-
ment was correct according to the results of the investigation. Agents
declined either approve or disapprove the statement made by Mr., BRADIEY, and
refused to state whether or not the statement was accurate according to the
investigation. -

Sheriff J. L. PICKETT was contacted by telephone on Feb-
ruary 6, 1946, at which time he stated that the Circuit Grand Jury considered
the case of manslaughter against subject BRADIEY for the shooting of THOMAS
but returned a no bill on February 5, 1946.
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ALGER LEE GARRY
Wounded Nov. 3, 1945

It will be noted that the Department reported that Ed Day
Gary was the one who was wounded by subject BRADLEY, However, it was as-
certained that the true name of the victim was ALGER LEE GARRY, who was at the
U, S, Veterans Hospital at ﬁmlﬂgﬂ, ama.e

The following investigation was performed by the writer and
Special Agent DULANY J. DUPUY:

AT TUSKEGEE, ALABAMA

ALGER IEE GARRY, negro, was interviewed at the U, S, Veterans
Hospital, and executed the following signed statements

Tuskegee, Ala,
Jan, 28, 1946.

I, ALGER L. GARRY, age 24, willingly make this statement to
Special Agents D. J. DUPUY and H. A. DONAHOO, I make it without force or
threats or promise of reward.

I was discharged from the U, S. Army on Oct, 23, 1945, and
returned to my home at Union Springs, Ala.

On November 3, 1945, about 11300 A.M. I took my father,
ED GARRY, to town and left him. I was not with him all day but saw him off
and on during the afternoon in tom, 4&bout 7300 P,M, my uncle, CLAY MAYS, came
to my car where I was parked and told me my father had been arrested, At this
time my mother, WILLIE GARRY, who is my brother, and my brother-in-law, who is
DANIEL SMITH, were in the car, I then got in my car, and all these people
except my uncle drove around to the Cities Service Station and waited for my
sister, LUDIE BELL SMITH, My sister came out of the movie near the car and
about the same time two policement came up to the car. Mr, BRADIEY, one of
the policemen, said that I was the one who had tried to take his gun and
had been raising all the sand, and asked me for the keys to my car, I tld
him that I had not been raising sand and that I had not tried to take his gun.

: Mr, BRADLEY then told me to get out of the car and I got out,
Just as I got out of the car Mr, BRADIEY hit me with his blackjack and about
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the same time he shot me with his pistol, striking me above my right eye. I
walked around the car and he made the other people ih the car get out, and he
lined them up alongside the car,

The other policeman did not say anything and he did not do
anything during this happening. I don't know what his name was.

After my people were lined up by the car I asked lMr. BRADLEY
to take me to a hospital but he took me straight to jail., He did not tell me
that I was under arrest. About 20 or 30 minutes later the city doctor, Dr.
HAGER, came to the jail and dressed my eye.

After my eye was dressed, the Chief of Police came to the
Jail and I was released, ELLIOTT ALLEN, an undertaker in Unien Springs,
brought me to the Veterans Hospital at Tuskegee, where I have been ever since.

I want to say that I have never caused the police any
trouble in Union Springs, and at the time lMr. BRADIEY told me to get out of

the car I did not curse him or maky any move for any weapon. I had no weapon
on me at the time,

After this shooting I was never ordered to court in Union

Springs or anywhere else for any trial. My father was not present at the time
of the shooting,

I do not have any idea why lMr, BRADIEY accused me of raising
sand or of trying to take his pistol. He had never speken to me before this
incident and I had never spoken to him before. ;

I have read this state to and fraction pages it true to the
best of my belief,

(Signed) AIGER L. GARRY

Witnesses:
H. AC mm’ &. m., FOB-_I.
D. Je m, F-BQI.’ B'm. nﬂ..'

The clinical records at the U, S, Veterans Hospital reflected

that ALGER LEE GARRY was admitted on November 3, 1945, for treatment of a gun~
shot wound over the right eje, and since that date the eye has been taken: out
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at the hospital.

If the hospital records are desired a subpoena duces tecum
should be directed to the Clinical Director, U, S5, Veterans Hospital, Tuskegee,
Alabama, requesting the clinical records concerning ALGER LEE GARRY,

AT UNICN SFRINGS, AIA,

ED GARRY, negro, father of the victim, ALGER LEE GARRY, exe-
cuted the following signed statement:

" mg”’ ﬂl_-
Jan, 28, 1946

I, ED GARRY, age 48, willingly make this statement to Special
Agents D. J. DUPUY and H. A. DONAHOO of the F.B.I., and make it without force
or threats or promise of reward.,

I don't remember the date but on the first Saturday in
November, 1945, I went to town with ALGER GARRY, my boy. I was separated
from him in town, About 7:00 or 8:00 P,M, I was arrested by an officer for being
drunk. This was in Union Springs.

The next thing I heard from my boy he was brought to the
jail, He was bleeding in the face, He told me he was hurt pretty bad, I
got out of jail the next morning and saw my wife and she told me that an offi-
cer had shot my boy AILGER,

I don't know anything about the shooting or what led up
to it, except what I have been told.

I can't read very well but this statement was read to me
by Mr. DONAHOO and it is true to the best of my belief,

(Signed) ED GARRY
WITNESSEDs

H. A. DONAHOO, Sp, Agt., F.B.I.
D. J. DUPUY, Sp. Agt. F.B.I. B*ham, Ala,"

GARRY stated that the only eye witnesses to the shooting

as far as he knows were DAN SMITH, LUDIE BELL SMITH, WELBORN CARRY, SAM
FITZPATRICK, HENRIETTA GARRY, He stated that he is not sure but he believed
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that LEE PADGETT was also a witness to the shooting,

ED GARRY admitted orally that he had been drinking econsider-
ably on the day in question and that his son ALGER LEE GARRY had also been
drinking but was not drunk, :

WILBORN GARRY, negro, who resides on the Maytag farm three
miles north of Union Springs, made the following signed statements

" Union Springs, 4la,
Jan. 23, 1946.

I, WILBCRN GARRY, age 20, willingly make this statement to
Special Agents H. A. DONAHOO and D. J. DUPUY of the F.B.I. I make it without
force or threats or promise of reward.

I am a brother of ALGER GARRY's. On a Saturday the first
part of November, 1945, I went to town with ALGER GARRY and my father and mother.

About 6330 P,M, all of us were parked in front of Renfrow's
market and ALGER was trying to get my daddy, ED GARRY, to get into the car
because he had been drinking, My daddy refused to get in the car and about
that time a police officer that I don't know, arrested my daddy and took him
to jail,

When this happened we all drove to the pieture show and
parked at the Cities Service Station near the picture show. We were waiting
for my sister, LUDIE BELL SMITH, to come out of the show. This was about
7300 P, M,

My sister came out of the show and started toward the car,
and that time Mr, BRADLEY and another policeman T didn't know, came up to the
car, lir, BRADLEY went ground on the driver's side of the car and told ALGER,
"you are the one that tried to take my gun." He also told ALGER to give him
the car keys and get out.

LIGBthmtookt.hekeyaoutafthcmruﬂstar‘hdtogot
out of the car and Mr, BRADLEY hit him with a club and shot him about the same
time, The only thing that ALGER said to Mr, BRADIEY was that he had not
tried to get his gun, ALGER did not have a gun or a knife except a little
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pocket knife and he did not reach for this knife., ALGER did not curse Mr,
BRADIEY,

After Mr, BRADLEY shot ALGER, he told us all to get out
of the car and line up and we did, The other officer did not do anything or
say anything except that when Mr, BRADLEY told us to line up he said, "yes
all of you line up," After we lined up lir, BRADLEY took ALGER to jail and
a little later I got the keys to the car and took my felks home.

I forgot to say that SAM FITZPATRICK was also in the car
with us, sitting in the back and Mr, BRADLEY and the other officer arrested
him because they said he did not get out of the car quick enough.

If ALGER was drinking I did not know anything about it,

My mother was sitting right next to ALGER on the front
seat and I was sitting next to my mother,

I have red this to page statement and it is fury to the
best of my belief.

(Signed) WILBORN GARRY
Witnessed:
Ho A. DONAHOO, Spe Agte, FeB.I.
D. J. DUPUY, FBI, B'ham."

WILBORN CARRY stated that he had no knowledge of any
eye witnesses, either white or colored, other than those listed as being
in the GARRY car.

LUDIE BELL SMITH, negro, a resident of what is known as
"The Bottoms" section of Union Springs, made the followingstatement:

" Union Springs, Ala.
Jan, 28, 1946.

I. LUDIE BELL SMITH, age 25, willingly make this statement
to Special Agents D. J. DUPUY and H. A. DONAHOO of the F.BsI. I make it
withart threat or promise of reward. :

I don't recall the exact date but about Nov, 1, 1945, I
went to a picture show in Union Springs and I was supposed to meet my
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brother, ALGER CARRY, afterward, I came out of the show around 8300 P.IL
and started toward ALCER's ecar parked in the Cities Service Station near the
show,

When I got to the car ALGER was standing by the car and
told me that my daddy was in jail and he wanted to get him out. AIGER and me
and WIIBORN GARRY then got intc the car with my mother and SAM FITZPATRIC,
who were already in the ecar,

We started to drive out of the filling station and two
policemen, one of them Mr, BRADIEY and I don't know who the other was, but
both officers came up to the car and Mr, BRADLEY told AIGER to get out of
the ear. Mr. BRADIEY said that ALGER was the one who tried to take his
gune '

ALGER started to get out of the car and just as he was
getting out Mr, BRADIEY hit him with a club and shot him in the head. ALGER
did not have a gun but he had a little pocket knife. He did not curse lir,
BRADLEY and he did not try to get his knife.

After ALGER was shot, lir, BRADLEY told us all to get out
of the car and we did, Mr, BRADLEY then arrested ALGER and SAM FITZPATRIC.

The Officer with Ur., BRADLEY did not have his gun out
and he did nd ever say anything.

-M!ﬁﬁﬂ&iﬂlﬂngmbnrhuthemmtdnmk.
T have 'bead this two page statement and it is true.

(Signed) LUDIA BELL SMITH
(Witness)

H. A. DONAHOO, Sps Agte, F.B.I.
D. J. DUPUY, FBI B'ham"

The SMITH woman stated that in addition to those in the
GARRY car, she thought the following white people saw the shootings ILEE PADGETT,
§. D. RENFROE, Mr., GREEN, of the Green Furniture Company, N, B, Bald of Union
Springs, and C, wv HLII.,- Cities Service Station,
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Mr, VERRELL GREEN of the Green Furniture Company, stated
that he knew nothing of instant shooting. :

- Mre W, I, MILLER of Green Miller Furniture Company, which
is located on Main Street a few doors from the seene of the shooting, stated
that he did not see the shooting and that his partner, D. T. GREEN, has never
resided in Union Springs, and that he was in his home in Eufaula on the day
of the shooting. '

Mr, 8, D, RENFROE, white, Manager of the Pure Food Market,
made the following statement: _ :

"o .~ Undon Springs, Ala,
Jan, 28, 1946

I’ 8 D mm, 'mm make this !'hl.tll:ent to H. A.
DONAHOO and D, J. DUPUY, Speeial Agents of the F.B.I. I make it without
threats or promise of reward.

I don't have the exact date, but about 8130 P.M, on a
Saturday night in the first part of Nov. 1945, I was standing in front of
my market on Main Street when I saw a group of negroes in front of the market.
The older negro, ED GARRY, appeared to be drunk and 2 young negroes were trying
Yo put him in the car. ED GARRY did not want to get in the car and I called
the police. Officer SMITH then arrested ED GARRY, who did not resist, and
took him off,

After Officer SMITH and ED GARRY left, the yowung negro, who
later got shot, got out of the car and walked up and down the street
and waving a pocket knife around, Among other things he said "No son-of-a B,,
is going to take me anywhere I don't want to go." This young negre then got
in the car with other negroes and backed out of the parking place and drove down
the street very fast. I could hear the tires squealing, I then saw the car
drive very fast into the Cities Service Station about a half block north of my
store, LSS i

: I know nothing about the shooting of ALGER GARRY, altho I
heard the shot, - ;

I have read this statement and it is true.
| (Signed) S. D. RENFROE
WITNESS: _
H. A. DONAHOO, Sp. Agt., F.B.I.
D. J, DUPUY, Spe Agte, F.B.I."
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DANIEL SMITH, husband of LUDIE BELL SMITH, negro, and
who works for the CHANCEY LUMBER COMPANY in Udon Springs, made a statement
as follwws:

» Union Spl'inga, Ala,
: Jln? 28, 1946,

I, DANIEL SMITH, age 30, willingly make this statement to
Special Agents D. J. DUPUY and H. A. DONAHOO of the F.B.I.

I don't recall the exact date but on a Saturday in November,
1945, I went to the picture show in Union Springs with my wife, LUDIE BELL
SMITH, WILBORN GARRY, my wife's brother, came to the show and told us that
they had arrested his daddy for being drunk.

LUDIE BELL and I then went to the car with WILBORN GARRY
and we all got in the car with ALGER LEE GARRY, his mother, and SAM FITZPATRICK.
The car was parked in a filling station near the show, This was about 7:30

P. M,

Just after we got in the ear two policemen came up to the
car, Mr, BRADLEY told ALGER that he was the one who had tried to take his
(Bradley's) gun and told ALGER to get out of the car. I don't knew who the

other officer was. lir., BRADIEY was a policeman.

ALGER then stepped out of the car and Mr, BRADIEY hit him
with a club and shot him, lir. BRADLEY then told us all to get out of the car
and everybody got out but me.

ALGER did not curse lr, ERADIEY or threaten him (iir, Bradley)
in any way. ALGER had been drinking some gin and some beer but he wasn't
drunk.

The officer with Mr, BRADLEY did not say anything and he
did not draw his gun.

After AILGER was shot the two officers took him to jail
and this is all I know about it.

I can't read very well and this statement was read to me
by Mr. DONAHOO, and it is true to the best of my belief,

(Signed) DANIEL SMITH
WITNESS

H, A, Dmm, %. .y F.B.1.
D. J. DUPUY R "
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DANIEL SMITH stated that he knew of no other witnesses
to the shooting,

SAM FITZPATRICK, negro, R.F.D. 3, Union Springs, made the
following statements

" Ft. Davis, #la,
Jan, 28, 1946,

I, SAM FITZPATRICK, wish to make the following voluntary
statement to D. J. DUPUY and H. A, DQVAHOO, who have identified themselves
as Special Agents of the F.B.I. No threats or promises of reward have been

made to get me to make this statement.,
On a Saturday night in the first part of November, 1945,

I was in Union Springs, xutmmmmmuamr,mamr,abm
6 P.M, They had been drinking but were not drunk, I went down to the lower
end of town by the ice plant with them, We three got a pint of gin and drank
it there, We came back to where AIGER's car was parked in front of I,
EICH's Stores ED GARRY wouldn't get in the car, and ALGER IEE tried to make
him get in. lpolicmnomalmgmdmntedknwn. We got in the car
with AIGER's mebher and his brother, WILBORN, ALGER didn't do any loud cussing
or raising any sand,

Mtermgotinthaur,ﬂﬂmmbachdoutof'bheparking
place and drove up into the Cities Service Station near the show, While we
mcmtmgrwmmdmmmwmmtefthcshw,Wom
poucoomm,whmenms-ldm'tm,meuptothacarmdaahdm
LEE if he was drunk, He said, "no sir, I'm not drunk," The taller of the
tl‘oofriwstoldmmtogntmtofthocarmdhoatartedonout.

The officer grabbed him as he was gettirg out and shot him above his right
eye, Bethnmpuahodmm;gadmtthaurmdevmgotoutofthe
car,. They then carried him to jail and me along with him, I was fined $8.70
in the Mayor's Court the next day,

I have }nardthinfwomatatmnt.rm to me as I can't
roadm-writemditistruemdcmottothobutoi‘whxwledgeandbe—
lief,

- His
WITNESSEDs SAM ¥ FITZPATRICK

D. J. DUPUY, Sp, Agt., FuB.I.
He A. DONAHOO, Sp, Agt. F.B.I."
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FITZPATRICK stated that to his knowledge there were no
other witnesses to the shooting.,

HENRIEITA GARRY, negro, mother of victim ALGER IEE GARRY, -
R.F.D. 3, Union Springs, Ala., executed the following statements

" Union Springs, 4Ala,
Jan, 28, 19460

I, HENRIETTA GARRY, age 42, willingly make this statement
to Special Agents D. J. DUPUY and H, A. DONAHOO, It make it without force
or threats or promise of reward, '

~ The first Saturday in Nov. 1945, I went to Union Springs
with my husband, ED GARRY, and my 2 sons, ALGER LEE GARRY and WILBORN GARRY.
We got to town about 1300 P.M., and separated when we got there.

About 6300 or 7300 P.M, I was in a cafe and WILBORN GARRY
came and got me and said they were ready to go home. I went with WIIBORN
to get in our car which was parked in front of Mr. RENFROE's market, ED GARRY
and ALGER GARRY and SAM FITZPATRICK were standing by the car and ALGER was
trying to get my husband, ED GARRY, into the ear, I could smell whiskey on
the breath of ELGER and ED GARRY but they weren't drunk,

About this time Mr, SMITH, a policeman, came up and arrested
my husband, ED GARRY, and took him to jail, ELGER IEE GARRY then got into the
car with WILBORN GARRY and SAM FITZPATRICK and then we drove down to the
Cities Service Filling Station near the picture show. We waited there for
LUDIE BELL and DAM SKITH, LUDIE BELL and DAN SMITH came out of the picture
show and got in the car, '

At this time two policemen' drove up. One of them was Mr.
BRADIEY but I didn't know the other onme, lir, BRADLEY walked over to the car
and told ALGER to give him the keys to the car. Mr. BRADLEY said, "you are
the guy that's been raising the san@} ALGER denied that he had been raising
any sand, and he started to get me out of the car., Just as ALGER was getting
out ¥r, BRADLEY hit him with a club and at the same time he shot him over his
right eye with his pistol. |

Mr, BRADIEY then told us all to get out of the car and line
up and we did, M-, BRADIEY and the other officer then took ALGER and SAM
FITZPATRICK to jail,

I have read this statement of one and half pages, and
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it is true to the best of my belief,

(Signed) HENRIETTA GARRY
Witnessed:
He A« DONAHOO, Sp, Agte, FoB.I.
D. J. DUPUY, Sp, Agt,, F.B.I."

HENRIETTA GARRY stated thet she believed that Mr, MILLER
of Green-Miller Furhiture Company, Mr. RENFROE, and Mr, LEE PADGETT were the
only other witnesses to the shooting.

Mr, C. W, HALL, whité, owner of the Cities Serviee Station
on Main Street, stated that around November 1, 1945, on a Saturday night he
closed his £illing station around 8 or 8130 P.M. and went to a barber shop
about two blocks away. He came out of the barber shop a few minutes later
he heard the police gong. He then drove back down toward the station
he noticed a car parked in front of his office door in the driveway, dJust
he drove up he heard a shot and saw ALGER GARRY stagger, and he saw Officers
BRADLEY and WHITTIE., He did not actually see who fired the shot and stated that
he did not know what led up to the shooting,

&

Mr, HALL stated that he Mmew of no witnessew to the shooting
except Mr, IEE PADGETT.

Mr, IEE PADGEIT, white, a sawmill operator at Union Springs,
executed the following statements :

" Union Spr‘.lnga, ‘llo
Jmlzgl 1946

I, LEE PADGETT, age 29, willingly make this statement to
Special Agents D. J. DUPUY and H. A. DONAHOO of the F.B.I. I make it without
force or threats or promise of rwward, - .

On a Saturday night sometime in November, 1945, I started
to go to the pieture show and I parked my car in the Cities Service Filling
Station next door, This was around 8:00 or £330 P.M. and I noticed a carload
of negroes sitting in a car right in front of the filling station office.

dbout this time Officers BRADLEY and WHITTLE drove up and
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BRADLEY walked up to the negroes car on the left side and WHITTLE walked up
on the right side, BRADLEY told the negroes to get out and they were slow
about getting out,

I was about 20 feet from the left side of the car and
things happened so quick that I don't know exactly what happened. I did
see the negro make a motion at Mr, BRADLEY and then BRADLEY shot him, This
was the negro who was in the driver's seat, I can't say where the hegro had
a weapon or not and I honestly can't say that the motion the negro made at
BRADIEY was to attack him,

I could not understand any of the conversation between
BRADLEY and the negro with him either just before or just after the shooting,

I have read this statement and it is true to the best of
my knowledge and belief,

(Signed) LE:Z PADGETT
Witness: : '
H, A. DONAHOO, Sp. Agt., F.B.B,
'D. J. DUPU!, Sp- ‘gt.’ FQBCIC'

. Chief of Police R. L. GARDNER was interviewed conecerning
this case and he stated that he knew nothing about the case except that lir,
BRADLEY told him that he had had to shoot the negro, who was very drunk, when
the negro attempted to take his club away from him while he was arresting him
for drunkenness. Chief GARDNER advised that he had conducted no investigation

Chief GARDNER appeared to be reluctant to give information
in this case, as he did in the THOMAS case as previously described,

" N. B, BALD, white, whose office is located in the Green
Furniture Company, executed the following signed statement:

" ' Union Springs, Ala,
Jan. 30, 1946,

I, No B. BAID, age 40, willingly make this statement to
Special Agents D. J. DUPUY and H, A. DONAHOO of the F.B.I. I make it without
force or threats or promise of mward,

I don't recall the exact date, but on a Saturday night in
November, 1945, I was standing in front of Green-Miller Furniture Company on
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Main Street. I noticed a young negro and an old negro by a car parked in front
of the store, The old one seemed to be drunk and the young one was trying to
get him into the ecar. The night policeman, Mr. SMITH, came up and arrested
the older negro and took him off,

After the officer and the older negro left, the younr one
pulled out & pocket knife and opened it and started walking around on the
sidewalk, cursing and daring anyone to bother him. I don't recall anything
specifically that he said, but he apreared to be fairly drunk, as he was
steggering and I called the police.

. 'henImehackfrmpheningthepuliuthnymmgmgm
and the car were gone and someone told me they had driven to the Cities Service
Station and L saw the car parked in the station, About that time Mr, BRADLEY,
a policeman, came up and asked where they were and I told him,

I followed lir, BRADLEY up the street but stopped about 50
yards from the filling station, From that distance I couldn't hear
that was said but I saw Mr., BRADLEY open the left front door of the car and
the negro got out and I saw gunfire from ifr, BRADLEY toward the negreo. I
then saw lr. BRADLEY take the man by the arm and lead him toward the back of
the car,

I have read this statement of one and a fraction pages and
it is true to the best of knowledge and belief.

(Signed) N. B. BAID
Witnessed:

; H. A. Dm‘ﬂhoo, Sp. Agt., ?.B.I_.
2, D. J. m, sp. m., F.B.Il'

Mr. BALD knew of no other eye witnesses.
AT RIVER FALLS, ALA.

L4

HOLLIS E, WHITTLE, Chief of Police at River Falls, made
the following signed statements

" River Falls, Ala,
Jm. 29, 1946

I. H. E. WHITTLE, age 39, willingly make this statement to
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Special Agents D. J. DUPUY and H., A. DONAHOO of the F.B.I. I make it without
force or threats or mwremise of reward, and realize that what I say hay be
used against me. :

I was formerly on the police force at Union Springs, 4la,,
but I resigned and left there about the middle of Nov. 1945,

I don't recall the exact date but on a Saturday night in
the first part of Nov, 1945, I was on duty at Union Springs, Police Officer
D, C, BRADLEY and I were at the jail about 8:00 or 8330 P.M, and Mr., BRADIEY
got a call from the police station to arrest a negro who was cussing and
raising sand near the Purefood Market on Main Street,

We went to the Purefood Market and Mr, RENFROE, who runs
the market, said the negro had left there in a car and had gone to the Cities
Service Station about a half a block away.

BRADIEY and I then drove down to this filling station and
we saw a carload of negroes perked in the station,

I walked up to the driwer of the car and told him to get
out but he did not do it, Mr, BRADLEY then walked up to the driver and
opened the door of the car and told him to get out,

The other negroes started getting out on the other side
of the car, and I walked around to the other side of the car., About that
time Mr, BRADLEY told me to come back aromnd to the driver's side and I did,
By that time the driver of the car was getting out,

The driver, who was & young negro, grabbed at lMr, Bradley's
night stick and got hold of it and Mr, BRADLEY snatched it out of his hand,
The negro grabbed it again and BRADIEY snatched it back again,

The negro snatched the stick again and BRADLEY perked it
back and about that time BRADLEY pulled his pistel out and shot the negro,
hitting him in the right eye.

Mr, BRADLEY and I then took the man who had been shot, and

two other negroes who were in the car, to jail, I don't know any of their
names, but they were all drunk,

ol
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Yhen BRADIEY and I went to answer this call we did not
have any reason to believe that the negro was armed and we did not know
thatid-.ndqf"sand"hchadbeanrai_aing. We searched the man who was shot
and found a small pocket knife on him, but no other weapons were found on

.

Mre RENFROE later told me that the negro had been cursing
and waving his pocket knife around in front of his store which is why he
called the police, but I didn't know that at the time we went to arrest him,

_ I can't read too well but this statement of two and a
half pages were read o me by lir. DONAHOO and it is true to the best of my
knowledge and belief, :

(%igned) H. E. WHITTLE
Witness:

He A. DONAHOO, Sp, Agt., F.B.I,
De Jo DUPUY, Sp, Agt,, FoBeI, ®

AT UNION SPRINGS, ALA.

The following signed statement was submitted to Agents by
Mre R. E. L. COPE, Attorney for subject BRADLEY, under the same circumstances
as previously described in the THOMAS shootings

"During the months of October,, November and December I was
& member of the police force of Unien Sp » Alabama. On Saturday during
th¢ first week of November, 1945, I had a call aBout a disturbance in front
of the Pure Food Market, This was about 7130 or 8 o'clock at night, In the
company of police officer, Whittle, I proceeded to make an investigation, I
was informed upon my arrival that ED GARY and his son, ALGE 1EE GARY had been

Edandugohcmbothblim,dmk. I arrested Ed and carried him to the
County Jail. I had no diffieulty, whatsoever, with him, in fact he was so

drunk that he was beyond the point where he could raise a difficulty. When
Iumbaekupthaatroet,Iminrmmdthatn@IﬁeﬂarymuMngup
anddwntheametaﬁursingmdmingthatthe‘remnotanymarabitch



(Signed) D. C. BRADLEY

Sworn to and subsdribed before me, this the 3lst day of Jamuary, 1946,

(Signed) R, E, L, COPE, Jr,
Notary ie.

It will be noted that s BRADLEY is now employed as a

mechanic at the State Higlway Garage at Union Springs,
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JESSIE HIGHTOWER
Killed Dec, 1, 1945

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent
DULANY J. DUPUY and the writers

Chief of Police R. L. GARDNER was contacted and stated that
he was not & witness to this shooting and and all he knows about it is what
BRADIEY told him, which was to the effect that he had received information that
a negro, later identified as JESSIE HIGHTOWER, was fighting with his wife on
Main Street in Union Springs and wmhen he, BRADLEY, went to arrest him the negre
drew a butcher knife and BRADLEY was forced to shoot him, As in the shootings
of THOMAS and GARRY, Chief GARDNER appeared to be extremely unwilling to give
any information.

Sheriff J, L. PICKETT stated that he returned from the Army
in November, 1945, and assumed the duties of “heriff which had been held by
his father, W. P, PICKETT, He stated that he had received information to the
effect thai Police Officer D. C, BRADLEY had shot and killed a negro by the
name of JESSIE HIGHTOWER in front of the Green-Miller ‘wrniture Company on Main
Street, about 5330 P.M. He stated that in accordance with his duties he investi-
gated the case and according to witnesses he interviewed, subject BRADLEY tried
to arrest the HIGHTONER negro who was fighting with his wife on the main streets
of the town, and the witnesses stated to Sheriff PICKETT that he turned and pulled
a long-bladed knife on Mr, BRADIEY, The Sheriff stated that witnesses told him
that HIGHTOWER had this long-bladed knife in his right hand and that he grabbed
BRADIEY's stick with his left hand, and that BRADLEY drew his gum out of his
holster with his left hand from his left side, and shot HIGHTOWER, The Sheriff
stated that in view of the statements made by the witnesses, he concluded that
BRADIEY acted in self defense and he did not swear out a warrant for his arrest.

gheriff PICKETT stated that as far as he could tell, the
following were the only witnesses to the shooting, and that his investigation
consisted of obtaining oral statements from these witnesses;

HARLUS MATHIS; Mrs, INA SMITHSON, and the wife of HIGHTOWER,
whose first name he could not remember,

The Sheriff advised that this shooting would be investigated

by the Grand Jury convening at Union Springs on February 4, 1946, inasmuch as the
Grand Jury is charged with the investigation of all hemicides,
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"W. I. MILLER, white, Proprietor of the Green Miller
Fyrniture Company, executed the following signed statements

" Union Springs, Ala,

I, W. I. MILLR, age 40, willingly make this statement to
Special Agents De J. DUPUY and H. A. DONAHOO, of the F.B.I., I make it without
force or threats or promise of reward.

Apout December 1, 1945, I was in my furniture store on
Main Street and heard a gun shot, This was about 5¢30 P,M. I looked out the
~front door and saw a negro I later recognized as JESSIE HICGHTOWER, stagger
and fall on the sidewalk.

.. I then walked out to the front of the store and saw HIGH-
TOWER lying on the sidewalk and Policeman BRADLEY was standing over him.

Ty A minute or two later Dr. GOMEZ, a neégro doctor, came up
and pronounced the Hightower man dead, BRADIEY asked the doctor, "Where did
I hit him"™ and the doctor re_pl:l.nd that he was shot through the heart.

I did not see a lmife in Hightower's hand, but I noticed
a butcher knife about 8 inches long, without any handles, lying about 4 feet
from Hightower,

"I don't know what led to the shooting and this is all I
know about the case,

I have read the above statement, and it is true to the best
of my belief. . p

: (Signed) W. I . MILLER
Witnesss

He Ao DONAHOO, Spe Agtes FuBeI.

De Jo DUPUY, Sp, Agte, F.BeI."

lir, MILIER stated that he knows of no other witnesses to
the shootinge :

ADA HIGHTOWER, negress, R.F.D. 3, who resides on the May-
tag Place, and who is the wife otﬁcu;aamsnmamm,m the following
statements !
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% Union Springs, Ala,
Jan, 29, 1946

I, ADA HIGHTOWER, age 24, willingly make this statement
Yo Special Agent D, J, DUPUY and H. A. DONAHOO of the F.B.I. I make it
without force or threats or promise of reward,

On the first Saturday in December, 1945, my husband,
JESSIE HIGHTOWER, my mother, MARY POSEY and I were in rron;ll;,.of Miller Green
Furniture Co, in Union Springs, This was about 5300 P, -

' Abmtthiaﬂm,#ponmnididnotknwméupmd
said, "Give me that knife.® Jkssndidmtmkanmveernyanyhhing, and
the policeman hit him on the head several times with a blackjack.

JESSIE then reached for a silver table knife with no handle
on it which he had in his right hip pocket. When JESSIE pulled the knife

the head with his blackjack and JESSIE said, "don't hit me any more, there's
the damned knife on the ground.” The peliceman said "you damned son of a
bitch, don't cuss at me." The policeman then pulled his pistol out and shot
JESSIE through the heart,

mjnstnmuthr.mcmeupandlooked:memd
examined him and said he was dead.

So far as I know JESSIE had never been in trouble with the
officers at Union Springs. Y

I was not with JESSIE the whole afternoon and T don*t know
whether he had had the kmife out before or not, I don't know why he was
carrying this knife, ; 7 '
Ihawr&adthisstatmntofommdahaltpagaamd

(Signed) ADA HIGHTOWER

it is true,

Witness:
He A. DONAHOO, Sp, Agte, F.B.I.
D, J. mm’ &I'.-_‘gt.’ PQB.I..
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. She stated she did not lmow the names of any other wit-
nesses, : _
MARY POSEY, negress, R.F.,D. 3, lMade the following state-
ments B _
" Union Springs, Ala,
Jan. 29, 1946.

I, MARY POSEY, age 63, willingly make this statement to
Special Agents D¢ do Mmd H.L.mﬂm F.B.I. I make it without threats
or force or promise of reward.

_ mDoo.l,M5,IminUnionSpringsinfrontoerm1.r-
Green Furniture Co, About sundown my daughter ADA and her husband, JESSIE
HIGHTOWER, walked up to about where I was. I called ADA and she came over
to me and JESSIE stood off at a little distanee, waiting for ADA.

Apout fhattimapﬂimIdidn'tmnllmdupto
JESSIE, I didn't hear JESSIE or the officer say anything but before I knew
it the officer was beating JESSIE over the head with a police elub. I asked
ADA what he was beating JESSIE for and she said she didn't know,

thwﬁmmmﬁngmmmﬁmtm
hokdtobelikdabutchorlmifo, from inside his coat, and threw it on the
ground, He did not try to cut the officer with it, The officer then pulled
out his pistol and lho‘b m-mmmrmmren face down,

mmtmahnppmdljmpodupandran into Mr, Eioh'a
store and that's all I knmr about the case,

Ihswqutmmtmtanditism.

(Signeci) MARY POSEY

Witness:
He As DONAHOO, Sp. Agts, FeB.I.
D. J. DUPUY, Spe Agte, F.B.I.®

- The POSEY woman stated that she believed that a negro by
the name of JOHNNIE COLLINS saw the shooting. It should be noted that MARY
POSEY was reluctant to give any statement at all and advised that she would
not be at all willing to appear in court in this connection.
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' JOHNNY COLLINS, negro, R.F.D. 3, was contacted and adnitted
that he saw ths shooting of JESSIE HIGHTCHER, but stated that he did not want
to get mixed up in the case and he declined to discuss it.

Mys, INA SMITHSON, white, proprietor of a hamburger stand
on Main Street, mmtbd the follming statements

" " Union Spr:l.nga Ala,
A J&ﬂ.o 29’ 1946-

I, INA SIETM, age 31, willingly make this statement to
Special Agc:rhs D. J. DUPUY and H. A. DC&IAH(D of the F.Bel. I make it without
force or threats or premise of mﬂ

I don't recall the mc'b date but ‘sometime late on a Satur-
day afternoon in 1945, I was standing in my hamburger stand onllain&treetand
I heard police officer BRADLEY sajr, "nigger, gimmie that knife." I then looked
up and saw Mr, BRADLEY and a negro I did not knew, standing in front of my
place. They were about 20 feet from me and I noticed that the negro had a
butcher lmifa, without a handle, in right hand,

Mre. BRADIEY told the mmaga.in togivehintho knife but
the nagrocursedmdsaidhsmuldnatgivahimthn knife., lir, BRADIEY then
- hit the man with his blackjack over the head and told him again to give him
the imife, The negro cursed again and lir. BRADIEY went to hit him again and
the negro caught the blaﬁk:jack in his left hand and made a pass at Mr, BRADLEY
with the knife,

e Wthmdrwhispiﬁolnthhis left hand and
shot the negro, who fell face down on the sidewalk, n:is is all I know about
the case,

I read this atatandnt and it is true.

(Signed) INA SMITHSON
Witnesss

H. A. DONAHOO, Sp. Agte, F.B.I,
D. J. DUPUY, ¥.B.I., Bhan,"
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: Mrs, SMITHSON stated that to her knowledge HARLUS MATHIS
was the only other eye ﬂtnass to the shooting,

Mry Jo E. YOUMANS, white, proprieter of a radio shop on
Main Street, across from the Green-liller Furniture Company, made the follow-
ing statements

S e ek Nchiae, Mk
: Jane 29, 1946

I, J. E. YOUMANS, age 38, willingly make this statement to
Speeial Agonts D. J. DUPUY and He A. ncmuoo of t.hn F.B.I, I make it without
force or threats or promise of reward. :

I don't recall the exact da‘h_buh late in the afternoon
sometime around Dec, 1, 1945, I was standing in the door of my shop looking
across the street and I saw Officer BRADIEY across the street walking north,
A minute or two later I saw him in the aect of what appeared to be an attempt
to arrest a negro. The negro had a long kmife in his right hand, I saw the
‘negro hit at Mr, BRADIEY with the knife and Mr., BRADLEY hit the negro with a
police club, The next thing I know the negro grabbed the c¢lub with his left
hand, He still had the knife in his right hand, I then heard a shot and
the negro fell. This wag directly in front of Ureen-lfiller Furniture Company,

'- After I saw the negro fall I walked over to where he was
lymgmﬂmtedalmgmmmﬂeﬂthnohandlaonthegromd, about 18
inches from the body of the negro.

I have read this statement and it is there to the best of
my belief, '

(Signed) J. E. YOUMANS
Witnesss ;

He As H0O, Spe Agte FuB.I.
D. J. DUPUY, Sp, Agt., F.B.I."

_ lr, YOUMANS was tmabla to furnish the names of any other

« HARLUS mms, }uhite, Postoffice Box 302, made the
following statmnts ;
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L e Thim %ﬂgs, m.
Jan, 29, 1946,

I, HARLUS MATHIS, age 21, willingly make this statement to
Special Agents D, J. DUPUY of the F.B.I. I make it without force or threats
or promise of reward, U g :

I don't remember the date, but on a Saturday in the first
part of December, 1945, I was standing in front of the Purefood Market on
Yain Street. This was about 4330 PoM. T looked up and saw Mr, BRADIEY, a
policeman, coming up the street and he affeardd to be in a hurry. :

: There was a negro I didn't know, standing in front of Green-
Miller Furniture Co., next door to the Purefood Market and Mr, BRADIEY walked
up to this negro, Mr. BRADLEY told the negro to give him the knife he had
down the street and the negro denied that he had a knife. Mr, BRADLEY asked
him again for the knife and the negro again said he did not have a knife,

lli-._. BRADLEY then began to beat the negro over the head
with his night stick, He asked fhe negro for the k‘.'ﬂ‘.fg again,

: _ The negro then pulled his coat aside and pulled a butcher
knife out of his inside coat pocket and made an attempt to eut Mr. BRADLEY with
it and at the same time he was trying, with his left hand, to ward off the
blows from the sticke. Mr. BRADIEY then drew his pistol and shot the negro with
ite I don't know which hand he used, : . _

| A few minutes later a negro doctor by the name of GOMEZ came
up and examined the negro who had been shot and said he was dead.

I have read this statement of one and a fraction pages and

it is true to the best of my belief,

(Signed) HARIUS MATHIS
¥itness: : :

H. A. Dm’_ sp. ktl., F..BQI‘
D. Jo HIPUI, .SP‘- ‘;vg'to’ FQB'OI'Q.

Mr, MATHIS did not know of any othnr witnesses to this
shooting, o Bk

~40=
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Wr, FMNK GARI.IBIE, uhite, who has a general merchandise
store on Main Street about half a block from where JESSIE HIGHNOWER was
shot, declined to execute a signed statement, but stated orally that in the
middle of the aftermoon around December 1, 1945, he noticed JESSIE HIGHTOWNER
with a woman he later learned was his wife, in front of the store., He heard
HIGHTOWER tell the woman to come oy, which she refused to do, and HIGHTOWER
grabbed her and pulled her to him, The woman broke loose and HIGHTOWER pulled
a butcher knife which had no handle on it out of the inside of his coat and
slashed at the woman with but missed her.

My, CARLISLE then ordered HIGHTOWER and his wife from in
front of his store and he reported the matter to Police Officer BRADLEY, He
stated that this is the last he knew of the incident until someone advised
him that JESSIE HIGHTOWER was killed by Officer BRADIEY,

- The following ai.gnad statement was furnished to Agents by
Wr, R, B, L, COPE, Atterney for BRADIEY, and was furnished under the same
circumstances as were the statements in the THOMAS and GARRY shootings:

" During the months of October, November and December I was
a member of the police force of Union Springs, #labama. On the first day
of December, which was Saturday, I was at the front door of the City Hall
Office and I received a call from Frank Carlisle. His place of business is
diagonally across from the Uity Hall and I immediately rushed over. He told
me that a man by the name of JESSIE HIGHTONER had been in front of his store
and was causing trouble with his wif‘n; that Jessie had a butcher knife and had
been trying to cut his wife and % he had run him out. I walked up the
street about 75 or 100 feet and rtoekJesaio and when I did, I told him
t0 give me that big knife that he was trying to eut that women with, up the
~streets He said, "All right, God damn it, I'11 give it to you," and ran his
hand in his coat pocket and came out cutting. The only reason that I was not
‘eut w as that I raised my billy and it still shows the place where it was
cut, He grabbed my billy with his left hand and was cutting at me with his
rightmdzpun.dmmaahotmmtm

(signedl)n. C. BRADLEY
Sworn to and subscribed before me this.gBJ.st day of damuary, 1946.

(Signed) R.E.L. GOPE, Jr.
; Notary Public "
-



Sheriff J. L. PICKETT was contacteg by telephone on February
6, 1946, and advised that the Grand Jury had investigated this case at its
term beginning February 4, 1946, but ha.d failed to find sufficient evidence
to justify the arrest of subjoo%

All of the above signed statements are being retained in
the files of the Birmingham Field Division.

The following deseription of the éubjeet was obtained by
Special Agent DUPUY by observation and questionings

Name 3 DEWEY COLUMBUS BRADIEY
BMI WS, m, m-
Race: White

Heights 50 &

Weights 180 Ibs,

Builds Heavy

Eyess: Brown

Glasses: Wears glasses

Hairs Brown

Complexions Ruddy

Marital status: Widower

Occupations Employed as mechanic, State Highway

CLOSED
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT nm’ mm FILE NO. M
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MA\DE. l ;E:[Ié)*?:“ggx | REPORT MADE BY
Chieage, Illinois 3-1-46 ’ 2-27; 3-1-46 ROBERT S. KELLY RSK 4 FB
TITLE m smﬂ \, CHARACTER OF CASE
E. B. THOMAS, Vietim CIVIL RIGHTS AND
Union Springs, Alabama . DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

el

A
ke %
Ty

DETATLS ;

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

% <

P

¥

REFERENCE ;

REV. JAMBS L. PINCKNEY in signed statement
admits seeing Union Springs, Alabama
Police shoot and kill E, B. THOMAS in
THOMAS' store on the morning of Ootober 15,
1945, in Union Springs, Alabama,

: n.n.c.

Report of Special Agent WILLIAM A. FLYNN, JR.,
New York dated 12-18-45;

report of Speecial Agent WILLIAM A, FLYNN, JR.,
New York dated 2-13=46;

teletype from New York to Chicago dated 2-26-46.

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

REV, JAMES L. PINCKNEY was located through
reference teletype. He is residing at 4959

S. Wabash Avenus, Chicago. REV. PINCKNEY
advised that he had witnessed the shooting
and resultant death of vietim E. B, THOMAS

by the Assistant Chief of Police and the Night
Policeman of the Union Springs, Alabama Police
Department .

APPROVED AND
FORWARDED:

SPECIAL AGENT 1
IN CHARGE | 3 IN THESE SPACES

. 3 ..4’
z -; i ,..\J-‘ - i v \ g

(Shmu

3 Chicago

COPIES OF THIS REPORT

3 Birmingham - ene, (1 USA)

" DEFARTMENT OF JUSTICC |

MAR. 7 1946 P.M ;
DIVISION. OF PECORD L/
\m’_\.whmem ml
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Chicago File 44-54

REV, PINCKNEY gave the following signed statement as his
description of the indident:

"Mareh 1, 1946

"1, James L. Pinckney, make the following statement to

Robert 8. Kelly and George P. Byrne who have identified
themselves to me as Speecial Agents of the Federal Bureau

of Investigation I make this statement voluntarily and no
foroe, threats, or rewards or promises were used to obtain it.

"I had lived in Union Springs, Alabama, about two and one half
years. I was the proprietor of Ella lee Pinckmey's Place located
on North Prairie in Union Sprisigs. My place was located right
next door to E. B. Thomas' Cafe.

"On the morming of October 18, 1945, between 8 and 8:350 I was
standing in front of my cafe. I had

which is about § doors south of my cafe after seeing the Assis~
tant Chief of Polise come ow

night policeman. The Assistant Chief of Polioce was carrying a
double barreled shot gun, and the
& blue steel revolver his hand. Vhen pas
barber shop, I thea walked dowmn in front of my ecafe which i
next to E. B. Thomas' place. The officers were

direction of my ocafe, so I went down there to see if anything
was wrong. When the police officers passed my cafe, I sto
in such a position that I ocould gsee clearly into E. B. Thomas'
place which is right next door to my cafe. I saw the night
policeman, who was carrying the revolver, step just inside E. B,
Thomas® door., The Assistant Chief of Police was standing on the
sidewalk in fromt of E. B. Thomas' place moving the shot gun
around looking up and dowmn the street. I heard the Assistant
Chief who held the shot gun outside the store say 'Don’'t a damm
nigger come down this street.'

"From where I was standing, I could see through the glass window

of Thomas' place that Thomas was behind the meat box which is

an iee box a little more than waist high. This meat box is also

used as a counter. The double doors of Thomas' place were wide

zumtlmummmmopudeor. I could see all

mt::sph;onﬂnuﬁﬁohry;lnuﬂn«vﬁ&ctﬂutnr
re.

.
§
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Chieago File 44-54

"The night policeman who was just inside the door of Thomas' place,
pointed the revolver at E. B. Thomas and sharply called him by name.
E. B, Thomas had been bending over behind the counter as %hough he
was getting a piece of meat out of the box. He didn't act as though he
kmew anyone was coming through the fromt door untill he heard his name
ealled by the night policeman. E. B, Thomas them straightened up and
saw the night policeman pointing the gun right at his face. The night
policeman motioned with the gum to E. B. Thomas to come out and at the
same time said 'You son of a biteh, you talk too damn much; we're
to kill you this morning.' A% this point, the night policeman fired his
revolver at E. B. Thomas and I heard Thomas say as he staggered baeke
ward with one hand up in front of his face, in a ling voiee "Oh my
God, what are you shooting mefor." Then the night po fired a
second shot which wheeled E. B. Thomas around end as he was falling, the
night policeman fired a third shot at his baek. I sew Thomas fall on
the floor face up. I could see Thomas from where I was standing because
he had staggered out from behind the meat box which I have already
deseribed., The night policeman then stepped up over E. B. Thomas wi
the revolver about 4 feet from where Thomas lay snd fired about re
shots at him as he lay on the floor. The night policeman stepped
back towards the door, and as he was re-loading his gun, I heard him say
r

g
&

'We're going to rum this damn town. I'11 kill every black son of a
biteh on the street.' He then stepped back over Thomas and fired § o
6 shots at him. Then he took his gun by the barrel and struek him

several times on his forehesad with the butt of the gunm,

"About 25 or 30 mimutes later, the Chief of Folice, with the Assistant
Chief, came in my cafe. I was standing in bask of the sounter by the
cash register, When they entered, the Assistant Chief put his hand on
his gun and the Chief walked up %o me with his elub gripped in his hand
and said %o me 'Prescher, what time is 1%?' I replied "I don't know sir.”
He then said to me 'Let me tell you one damn thing, take advantage of this
daylight and get out of town -~ do you get that? You know oo damm much.
You'rs one of these damn smart niggers. We don't Wamt no nigger like you
in this town.' I sald "Yes sir.” The Chief of Folice them walked

the door and then turned shortly to me and said, with his finger pointed
in my fase 'Let me tell you another damm thing. When you walk out of th
door, you better nct stop and talk to any ei

are saying to you. You see what happened to that son of a biteh next
door. The same damn thing will happen %o you.' I left town immediately.



Chicago File 44-54

"I have read the above statement conmsisting of € pages andit
is true and correet., I am willing to testify to it if necessary,

(8) 4. L. PINCKNEY

Robert 8. Kelly, Speeial w. F.BII.’ chi“‘ﬂ
George P. Byrne, Special Agent, F.B,I., Chicago "

PINCKNEY requosted that if at al)
confidential., He further
requested that he not be asked to return to Union Springs, Alabama to
he was afreid some vielent harm would
+ He did advise, howover, that he was
in Montgomery or Birmingham. Rev.

it
4]

Signed statement dated March 1, 1946, of James L. Pincimey,

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TC THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN
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E. B. THOMAS - VICTIN, CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC
Union Springs, Alabama ~ ViGLsNGE

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: J. L. M
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF, INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1 V4
THIS Cﬂ%E ORIGINATED AT M FILE NO. ! I i : I .
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE FPERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY
. WHICH MADE .
BLALI NN 3-20-46 . |2-25; 3-8-46 | HENRY A, DONANCO
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE

DEWEY COLUMBYS BRADLEY

CIVIL RIGHTS AJD DOMBSTIC
VIOLENCE

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

DETAILSH

Criminal vecord of subject, mlm.

set out,
-
Report of Jpeeial ma.mam
rmu.ms Al abang .

Keport Agent ROBERT 8. KBLLY dated
Haren 1, 1946 at Chicags, Illinois.

mnnmmmm
COLUMBUS BaAULEY was received froa the

Pebruary i, 1946, under FBI $267202%
mxc.mn.mu received State Conviet Dept.

lonbgonary , Als., 9=-28«34, charge, Vies P!‘Bb h. ﬂ.mdtlm, 13=19 aos.

DEREY GOINMIUS BRADIEY, FI6ATL, 30, soblle, Ala.,

appiisunt or Bollerueker Mvﬂ‘. L=l7-42.

DEWEY G #082-090%0, U, 5, Csast Ouard
Kobils, Als., applicknt for 1d, m.‘:,%a : i

DEWEY ma BRADLLY, m-ws, 80&, war Legh ., Police,
L-X0-hi.

A?:;:R:J:: 6\"«:’? 5"“’":;‘ s DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
: : =3
COPIES OF THIS REPORT : / qy -,,‘:i il wJ !
5 - Burean CDBPRARTRENT OF JUSTIC
3 - Blawinghan APR . .8 19406 5
B.P iL BIVIZGN OF BEGCHRES |
T CRIM. - C1VIL RIGHTS EF‘? !

T—2034



B A3

DEREY C. BRADLEX, #60564, arrested 50, Brewton, Ala.,
2"22“*&, P.D., dilpwitim, M.

On February 25, 1946 Special Agent DULANY J. DUFUY ascer-
tained from BRADIEY that the above crimimal record pertained to him.

|
|
The interview with Reverend JAMES L. PINCKNEY set forth in
the report of Speeial Agent ROBERT S. KELLY, Chicago, Illincis, dated
March 1, 1946, covers the only undeveloped lead left in this case and
the case is, therefore, being closed.

-CLOSED -




TLC:MIW:LAK
144=2-15 May 6, 1946

iiss Lydia A. Hunt
lyc:inc, Pennsylvania ﬁ

Dear Miss Hunt:

This acknowledges the recent letter from you and
Irving O. Hun% with regard to Dewey Bradley, a former police
officer of Union Spr:l.nga, Alabama.

I am glad to advise you that the incidents you
referred to are now being given proper consideration by this

Department.

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General

f "”NED THERON L. CAUDLE
Alvg Y ‘%/' ;_uunt Attorney Oeneral
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The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation March 19, 1946.
Theron L. Caudle, Assistant Attorney General | TLC s ML s BC

Dewey Columbus Sradley Ly .8,
Civil Rights and Domestic Violence AR

Reference is made to your memorandum of March 6, 1946, in this °
matter. ﬁ%ﬁ
)
It would be appreciated if you would either supply the United e
States Attorney at Montgomery with copies of all reports submitted
in this matter and so advise me, or furnish the Department with copies
to be forwarded to him.

The determination as to whether or not prosecution will be
undertaken will be made in the® near future.

At this time, no further investigation is desired.

HOLLIRB'

CC Records”

Chron.
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STANDARD FORM NO. G4
: g .
s

@ﬁice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

5 : Assistant Attorney General T. L. Caudlorf' “pare." FGbrugry 27, 1946
BRGNS John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bur?au of Invaétigaﬁ}on

i u i - ﬁ‘ >
SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; AL prasiCo

E. B. Thomas - Victim
Union Springs, Alabama
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

For your further information in the above-captioned case, there
is transmitted herewith a copy of the report of Special Agent William A.
Flynn, Jr., dated February 13, 1946, at New York, New York.

Investigation in this case is continuing and additional reports
will be made available to you as they are received.

Enclosure | BS )1
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT mr . ' _l' FILE NO. u m
REFORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY
F . WHICH MADE
NEY YORK 8[31[!! 2/8,11.12/46 | WYLLTAM A. FLYNE, I,

TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE

UNENOWE SUBJROTS; :
Be Be THOMAS - VTOTIN, STYYL EYORTS AND DOMBETTO

Union Springs, Alabamg VYOLTNOR

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

The NAACP wae recontacted with negative
results as to any informstion regerding
the abdove named vietim or the subjecte
fnvolved 1n the erime. J. L. PTHCRWEY
may be in Chioago.

REPERENOR: Report ofSpectal Agent in Charge ALVYN 0. SCHLENKWR,
1/4/46, San Juss.

DETATLS: Tn the referenced report, mention 1¢ made that further
information 1s %0 be had at the offices of the Natfonal
Assoetation for the Advancement of Uolored Poople in
New York Ofty regerding the location of J. L. PTHOXWEY

m&muthQudmmm
. -

A% the offices of the WAAP, Wrs. ALVA SPERRY, Ass! ctant
Speetal Oounsel, ndvised that ZDWARD R, DUDLEY, whe formerly was an Ass!stand
fpecial Counnel of the WAAUP, had written them from the Virgin Telsnds sd-
vising $hat the VBT had nquired of him regarding the loeation of J. L.
FPINGKNEY, or any information whish he might have regarding the vietim and
the waknown subjects. She stated that they had rechecked thelr f1les, and
they had no further information, other then the mere statement By the file
clerk that she thought Mr. DUDLRY hed st one $ime $01d hey $hat J. L.

APPROVED AND SPECIAL AGENT

FORWARDED: IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

COPIES OF THIS REPORT

T—2034
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:“ﬂ;.“ mh&!w.whlmum"uﬂnMumnttn
o him.

mmmm. 1 oopy of the revort of Speeia) Agent WTLLYAN A.
TLYNN, JR., 12/18/45, Nev York.

REPEERED UPON OOMPLETTON TO THR OFFTCR OF ORTOTN
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The Director, Federal Buresu of Investigation
Theron L. Caudle, Assistant Attorney General

E.B. Thomas, victim

Dewey Bradley, subject

Union Springs, Alabama

civil Rights and Domestic Violence

January 31, 1946
TIC:TiS sesw it
144-2-15 m
g
> ®

In further reference to my memorandum of
January 22, 1946, concerning the above investigation,
I am sttaching herewith a newspaper clipping pur-

y taken from the Daily World, Atlanta, Georgia,
for such assistance as it may be to you in conduc

this inquiry.

Enclosure No. 375755

CcC: Record? vV
Chron.

HOLLTR
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The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation January 22, 1946

Theron L. Caudle, Assistant Attorney General TLCITLS 1e8W
144-2-15
Unknown Subjects wW

E. B. Thomas, Victim 7
Union Springs, Alabama "‘*Uﬁm :
Civil Rights and Domestic Violence ;

Thank you for your memorandum of January 14, 1946, trans-
mitting copies of the investigative reports of Special Agents
William A, Flynn, Jr., and Alvin C. Schlenker in this matter.

I will appreciste your continued efforts to locate J. L.
Pinckney and obtain his version of the circumstances surrounding
the shooting of E.B. Thomas. I have no further information at
thies writing as to the whereabouts of Pinckney. :

oL

Records\/
Chron.

Ca
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64
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2 Oﬁice M@Wﬂdﬂdﬂm e« UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO . Assistant Attorney General T. L. Caudle . DATE: January 14, 1946
Criminal Division

ROM : John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureasu of Investigation

uBjECT:  UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; gIVED
hla Bc ThOmaS, Vlctj—m- i REC
Union Springs, Alabama JP\N 1 - 1946

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE l()N
V19
Reference is made to your memoranda dﬂ.BAM%er 7, 1945 and
January 5, 1946, regarding the above captioned matter.

For your information there are transmitted herewith copies of the
following investigative reports:

Report of Special Agent William A+ Flynn, Jr., dated at New York,
December 18, 1945, in the captioned cases

Report of Special Agent Alvin C. Schlenker, dated at San Juef,
Puerto Rico, January L, 1946, in the captioned case.

Investigation is being conducted at Union Springs, Alabama, in accord-
ance with your request, and the results of the investigation will be made avail-
able to you as soon as received.

‘!?;hluas.pc e -
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT RIRMINGHAM 8J. FiEno. LLe2
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY
WHICH MADE
SAN JUAN, P. R. 1-L=46 12=27=45 8AC ALVIN C, SCHLENKER fo
UNKNOWN SUBJECTS | Tt
E, B. THOMAS, Vietim CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC
Union Springs, Alabama VIOLENCE

syNopsis oF FacTs: EDWARD R, DUDLEY, former Assistant Special Counsel of the NAACP,

has no personal knowledge of the case. Believes correspondence
pertaining to instant matter should be on file at NAACP offices,

New York City.
«-RUC =

REFERENCE: Report of WILLIAM A. FLYNN, JR. dated 12-18-45, New York.

DETAILS: At Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, Virgin Islands:

EDWARD R. DUDLEY, Legal Aide to the Governor of the Virgin Islands,
gtated that he had no personal knowledge of the case involving the alleged
murder of E, B. THOMAS, DUDLEY stated that he had a vague recollection of
the matter and believed that the incident had been ealled to the attention
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People by cor-
respondence, presumably by J. L. PINCKNEY, DUDLEY stated that he had not
had any personal contact with PINCKNEY and added that he did not know the man.
In many instances, DUDLEY stated, cases were referred to the NAACP by anon-
ymous correspondents or persons using fictitious names. In some instances
the incidents were verified or investigated by NAACP national representatives
but that to his recollection there was no such representative in or near
Union Springs and no further inguiry had been made in the incident involving

E. B, THOMAS.,

DUDLEY suggested that a further search of the files of the NAACP
in New York would disclose whatever information that organization might have.
He stated that the office has recently moved and that probably the resulting
confusion was responsible for failure to locate anything in that office., The

AR ORWARDIE: I o Criamair | b cosonin~DONOTINRITE IN THESE SPACKS
L T TR
COPIES OF THIS REFORT i WUF JUSHGE ]
G) JAN 186 {
Bureau : PR R 3
3 Birmingham R et 4310 Y
2 New York ' POV B oo
2 San Juan B L s —

T—2034
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matter should be indexed under the name E, B, THOMAS in the section of
the files dealing with "Crimes". DUDLEY suggested that Miss BRANCH, Head
File Clerk, would be able to find the correspondence on file if a more
thorough search was made.

RUC
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144-2-15

January 5, 19486

(v

Mr. M' E. Burnham
Organizational

Southern Negro Youth Congress
526-28 Masonic Temple Building
Birmingham $, Alabama

Deer Mr. Burnham;

This acknowledges your letters of December 21 and
December 27, 1945, with reference to the killing of Rdgar
Thomas and Jesse Hytower by a city policeman of Union
Springs, Alabama, and also the shouting of Ed Day
by the same peace officer.

Gary
I am glad to advise you that this matter is now
having my attention and appropriate inquiry is now under
way to determine if there has been a violation of the
Federal Civil Rights Statutes in the circumstances of
each incident. I request, however, that you give no
publicity to this information as it might Jeopardize the
investigation now in progress.

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General

Er()l;l;ljg

THERON L. CAUDLE
Assistant Attorney General

CC: Records
Chrone.

SIGNED AND MAILED

JAN 5 1946
DIVISION 98; RECORDS




The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation Janusry 5, 1946

Theron L. Caudle, éuilnnt Attorney Ceneral TIC:TL s esw
 144-2-15

Unknown Police Officers, subjects

Union Springs, Alabama 5
E. B. Thomas victin

Civil Rights and Domestic Violence " MLt

I forwarded a request for a preliminary investigation in the
above captioned matter under date of November 7, 1945. Since that
time Mr. Louis E. Burnham, Organizational Secretary of the Southern
Negro Youth Congress, Masonic Temple Building, Birmingham, Alabama,
has furnished me with additional information in regard to this tn-
cident as well as to other similar invidents in which the same peace

of ficer participated.

For your assistance in conducting this investigation I am
enclosing copy of a report filed with the Southern Negro Youth
Congress by Henneth C. Kennedy, You will note that this report
gives the name of Dewey Bradley as the police officer who allegedly
killed the victim.

In addition to conducting & preliminary investigation as
to the circumstances surrounding the killing of E.B. Thomas,
please also make a similar inquiry to determine the circumstances
under which Ed Day Cary was shot in the eye and the manner in which
Jesse Hytower was killed by the same subject. The statement I am
attaching reflects such details as I have to date as to the time
and place at which these incidents occurred.

Enclosure No. 375758

.—Eﬁ;’ REC OROQ
£RED

CC: Records“';
Chron.
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*In the Armed Forces

ol % SOUT&]RN NEGRO YouTH QONGRESS

526-28 MASONIC TEMPLE BUILDING
PHONE 3-2448

BIRMINGHAM 3, ALABAMA

Dec, 27, 1945

MR o

Attorney Ceneral Tom Clark
U.S. Department of Justice
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:

ESTHER V. COOPER
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

LOUls E. BURNHAM
ORGANIZATIONAL SECRETARY

MAENETTA STEELE
TREASURER

Enclosed is a report of an alarming situation

in Union Springs, Alabama,

Since a police officer

is involved in each case, we believe that the
Department of Justice has the responsibility of
bringing this man to justice and protecting the
lives of Negro citizens still in the town.

Please let us hear from you.

S8incerely yours,

’

T, i

vy

Louis E. Burnhem
Organizstional Secretary

LEB:dCI

<71 GHTS "'EC
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BENNY HILL

FRANK HUTCHINGS, JR.
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RUSSELL JONES
ROBERT JONES
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ALICE PERSON
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THERESA SIMPSON
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WILSON YORK

ADVISORY BOARD

-
SOUT]&RN NEGRO YOUTH QONGRESS

526-28 MASONIC TEMPLE BUILDING
PHONE 3-2448

BIRMINGHAM 3. ALABAMA
Dec, 21, 1946

ESTHER V. COOPER
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

LOUIS E. BURNHAM
ORGANIZATIONAL SECRETARY

MAENETTA STEELE

i A_h _TREASURER
e Aot AT F
7~ RECEIVER

{p. DEE 206 1945 3

N\ O y
\mkag., e

Mr. Theron Caudle

Civil Liberties Division
Department of Justice
Washington, D,.C.

Dear My, Caudle:

On October 18, 1945 the Union Springs Herald of Union
Springs, Alabama carried a story of the murder of
_ Edgar Thomas, Negro businessman by city policeman
Dewey Bradley. Since that +time a Negro veteran,
Ed Day Gary has been shot in the eye and another
egro, Jésse Hytower has been killed by the same
policeman,

On December 18, Kenneth C, Kennedy a staff member of
the Southern Negro Youth Congress went to Union Springs
to make an investigation of these cases. A report

of his investigation is enclosed.

DR. F. D. PATTERSON, CHAIRMAN

CHARLES D. GOMILLION
W. A. BELL

MRS. MARY McLEOD BETHUNE

JESSE B. ELAYTON
DR. HORACE M. BOND

DR. CHARLOTTE HAWKINS BROWN ¢lear situsti
MRS. HERNY C. BRYANT

DR. RUFUS E. CLEMENT
C. C. DEJOIE
WILLIAM H. DINKINS

JAMES A. DOMBROWSKI

DR. W. E. B. DuBOIsS
ROSCOE DUNJEE

MISS SUSIE A, ELLIOTT
DR. JOHN M. GANDY
DR. GORDON B. HANCO

+SECRETARY

In light of the fact that a police officer was involved
in each of these murders, we believe that this is a

on in which the.Bépartmept, of Juetice is
bound to investigate and take action.,' The City of
Union Springs must be held responsible for these
conditions., No longer can we risk our wartime

gains by jeopardizing the full freedom of any part

cK of our citizenry.

ANDREW JACKSON HIGGINS

ALBON L. HOLSEY
DR. D. V. JEMISON
DR. CHARLES S. JOHNS
JAMES E. KELLEY

DR. FLEMMIE P. KITTRELL

DR. RALPH O'HARA LAN
DR. BENJAMIN E. MAYS
©O. E. MCKAINE

DR. S. D. REDMOND

DR. IRA DEA REID

MRS, EUDCRA RAMSAY RICHARDSON

G, D. ROGERS

MRS. ANDREW SIMKINS
EISHOP B. G. SHAW
DR. JAMES SHEPARD
ARTHUR D. SHORES

FORRESTER B. WASHINGTON

*In the Armed Forces

ON
cerely yours,

¥

Louis E, Burnham
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Organizational Secretary

LEB:dc
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REPOR! FEOM UNION SPRINGS ---Kenneth C, Kennedy 12-18-456

About 40 miles south of Montgomery lies a little town called Union Springs,
Alabama, The population of the city is about 3,000. Of +these 2,000 are
Negroes and 1,000 are white, The main street of Union Springs is thickly
populated with white and Negro businesses. In general there is little
segregation between the white and Negro community in the town proper, '[
However, the greatest number of Negroes do not live in the town proper but

in the back-woods of this black belt area where they either farm for themselves
or shorecrop., The town of Union Springs has been a convenient center for these
Negroes to come on Saturd ays to do the week's shopping and to get the latest
news and gossip, In recent vears the relationship between the two races has

been what may be termed as good,

Around 1900, John L. Thomas ' a prosperous Negro residemt and property owner
of Union Springs was arrested and run out of town because he had bought up
large p arcels of land which he sub-divided and sold to Negro tenants. Thomas

is now 85 and living in Chiocago.

Shortly before V=J Day the City of Union Springs felt it necesaary to implement
their police force, Dewey Bradley and another man, both of whom lived in
Covington County were employed. Since the employment of Bradley in the police
department, terror for the Negro people has raged,

Bradley's first vietim was Edgar Thomas, 65, son of John L. Thomas mentioned
above. On October 7, Thomas who':: a well-to-do business man and property
owner, was in his store with a friend. He had not opendd his store for

business that morning and he was discussing the race problem with his com-

panion, In the Middle of the conversation, Dewey Bradley: appeared at the



-
3 X l . .

door and demanded to be let in. Before Thomas could answer he proceeded to the
rear of the store and broke in. Then he beat Thomas unmercifully and arrested
him on a char;e of disorderly conduct, According to Bradley, Thomas then
made threats on his life. On Saturday morning, October 13, Bradley returned
to +the store with another policeman and shot Thomas in cold blood using two

pistols and a sawed off shot gun.

Rev. J.L. Pinkney, a Negro business man next door to Thomas and a witness to
the shboting was ordered to leave town before sundown, Pinkney is now in
Chicago. Bradley's ooinpmion officer also left town immediately. ._Othar
witnesses refuse to allow their names to be u;:ed or to discuss the matter

because of warnings and threats made by Bradley.

A few weeks later, Ed Day Gary, a Yegro veteran was attempting to take his
father, who had been drinking home, An officer seeing the indident arrested
the 0ld man and told Gary to come back the following morning for his father.
Gary was followed to his parked car in the next block by Bradley, who ordered
him to get out of the car, As Gary turned to obey he was shot in the eye.

Gary is now at Tuskegee Veterans Hospital,

The last of Bradley's known victims was Jesse Hytower. Hytower worked for

the Seaboard Airlines and lived on a plantation in Moultry, Alabama.

Word reached Bradlye that Hytower was fighting with his wife and had a knife,
Bradley ceme over and demanded the knife which was surrendered without argument,
He then proceeded to Beat Hytower and finally shot him through the heart, To

+his incident there were hundreds of witnesses,

Bradley is still free although he has been relieved of his duties as police

officer,
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RECEIVER ., 1945,
Dear *“r, Clark: . DEG 271945
I urge you to bﬁﬂibﬂﬁ&l—ng%b}gm of 2 Negroes
in Union Sﬁringa, Alabama, to justice. His name

is Dewey egadley, and he shot these innocent
' £
people withou£ any%amhgﬁ‘:s &

-_71)0_9 _ T _‘.r Respectfully,
Dtc ..r:? '945 !
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Yerne, Wichigan, 12-26, 45.
Dear Mr. Clark:

Qur department of Justice should mean what
it says--justice to the Negro peopbe as well as
to the White. Surely you can see that a murderer
like Dewey Bradley is brought to justice--not
mepely "suspended fro m the force". Our returning
veterans with darker skin should not meet fresh
indignities from the Klan. You will have every
fair mibded citizen with you in efforts to see

that all citizens o f whatever race %r color,
_are truly protected by our government.

Yours respiiffu%1$’£ : :
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Marne, Mich., Dec. 27.

Dear Sir:

I write to protest the
murders of negroes by police
officer Bradleéy of Union
Springs, Ala. The whole
nation should rise in protest
against wanton murder of col-
ored people, and the fact that
such murderers are never
adequately punished.

You have the power to 8o
something aboutt such atroci-
tless.

Yours very truly,

&) N [Smrek



November 7, 194§
L M-

Edward R. Dndll,, Eeqge

NAACP Legal Defense and Educational
Fund, Ine.

20 West 40th Street

New York 18, New York

Dear Mr. m""

This acknowledges your letter of November 2, 1945,
enclosing a copy of & statement made by Reverend J. L.
Pinckney with reference to the shooting of E. B. Thomas
at Union Springs, Alsbama, by unnamed police officers.

The circumstances related by the informant appear
to warrant an investiga and 1 am causing one to be
made. I request, however, ¢t no publicity be given to
thie information inasmuch as it might jeopardize or make
more difficult the investigation. Appropriate action
will be taken upon receipt of the results of the
investigation.

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General

THERON L. CAUDLE
Assistant Attorney General

CC: Records’
Chron.
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The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation November 7, 1945
Theron L. Caudle, Assistant Attorney General TIC1TLS 1esw

: 144-2- 15
Unknown Police Officers, subjects ;
Union Springs, Alabama :
E. B. Thomas, victim X B
civil Rights and Domestie Violence REGOHS

I am in receipt of information from J. L. Pinckney, a Negro
preacher, to the effect that certain unknown police officers shot
and killed 2 Negro named E. B. Thomas at Union “prings, Alabama,
on October 185, 1945. It is alleged that a "sawed-off"shot gun
was used and that one of the officers "emptied his 58 pistol and
shot six times" after the victim had fallen dead.

It appears that the victim had become involved in some
controversy with the city authorities at Union Springs, Alabama,
on October 7 and that the shooting by the policeman followed this
affair, It further appears that the ohly eye witness to the in-
cident is the Negro preacher named Finckney who has left this
vicinity. I believe that Edward R. Dudley, Assistant Special
Counsel of the NAACP Legal Defense and Fducational Fund, Ine.,
of 20 West 40th Street, New York City, can furnish you with
information as to the present whereasbouts of Pinckney.

Flease conduct & preliminary investigation of this
incident and determine if the facts as furnished can be sub-
stantiated. It will be of special interest to ascertain if the
policemen in question were undertaking an arrest at the time of
the alleged shooting.

CC: Records”
Chron.
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Novemher 2, 1945

Hon., Tom C. Clark ( NAY o 1845
Attorney General | S -
U. S. Department of Justice JWHNA ,ﬁy‘hyggf
Washington 25, D. C. w—

Dear My. Clark:

Enclosed is copy of statement received
from Reverend J. L. Pinckney reporting the
killing of a Negro businessman at Union
Springs, Alabama, by police officers without
cause,

If the facts are correct as related to
us by Reverend Pinckney, then there has been
a serious violation of federal law, and we
respectfully request you to order an investi-
gation of this crime, to be followed by prose-
cution of the guilty parties.

Very truly youra,

,
ERD:GS /%::;{ f

uopwa~19-CI0 Assistant Special Counsel
Enc. 7
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October 30, 1945

STATEMENT OF REVFRFFD J L, PINCKNEY
4959 Webash ‘Avenue, Chicago Tllinois

Reverend J. L. Horace and Reverend Pinckney reported the following
to the Chicago branch on Qctober 29, 1945: :

Rev. Pinckney wes nastor of the Lily Hill Baptist Church at
Brundidge, Alabama and the St. Johns:-Baptist Church at Fi.
David, Alabema for several years. He is the owner of a cafe
and barbershon at Union Springs Alabama Pi0. Box 369..  He

has resided at Union Springs, Alabama for more than 30 Yyeears

On Qctober 7, 1945, E. B. Thonas, owner of e cafe and market

in Union Snrlngs, AIEEEEE"WE?'Errested, ‘accused.of disorderly
conduct (Swearing in his store), FHe wes teken into cuqtody end
remained for about two hours, #nd som@how was released.

Mr. Thomes went toO the mayor's office/ and hed a-talk‘ with the
Mayor and some of the couneelmen. ,The decision of the Mayor

and some of the Councelmen, after/they had heerd Mr. Thomas®
story thet those two.police officers: who arregted him, be dis-
charged -from duty. Mr< Thomas had ‘a splendid recorad as n worth-
while citizen, having operated his business in thet spogh for
more than 30 years., He was well regpected by all.

Somehow, the councdlmen who did not agree with ‘the Meyor and other
Councelmen ‘Mrs Thomas learneda wéas coming for him. On the 13th
of October, two policemen, one’/ with a sawded off shot gun and the
other one (wearing glaﬂSes) héd a 38.¢ They entered Mr. Thomes!
store about 8-or-8:30 A.0.; while he was looking for -something
in.his ice box.  They said, "We have come to get you.' Mr. Thomas
reolied,,“ﬂhat in the name of the Lord are you going to get me
for?¥ . Tie officer wfth the glasses started shooting, the officer
with the asswded off .shot gun was scting to keep Negroes away, &
kinder of wetchmen. / After the officer had emptied his 38 he re-
filled and shot six t1mes after he had fallen dead.- '

Rev. Pickney eperates his buslnecs two doors from Mr. Thomas.
When he saw the two police officers, he went ‘to his business next
door-which is one door from Mr. Thomas. He is the only eye w1tne
%o the murder.. :

The Chief of Police ceame to him & few hours 1ater and asked him

if he knew the time. He replied that he did not know the time.
Then The Chief of Police said to him, that he had better leave

and .leave at once, Otherwise he would get just whet Mr. Thomas g0%.
He said, Yer gir. FHe left without his hat and left his wife
weeping. He went into the woods end managed to get to Nontgomery,
Alabama and- on to Ghieago.








