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The Atlanta Office of this Buresau has informed that on the morning of
March 4, 1948, Mrs. A. A. Stephens, Route 1,/Alto, Georgia telephoned the Georgia
State Patrol Station at Gainesville, Georgia, and advised that a negro was acting
very strangely around her house, She explained that the unknown negro was pacing

up and down the highway in front of her house and would enter her yard and observe
her house with field glasses. She advised that she was alone at the house and feared
that he would attempt to enter her house, accordingly, she requested the State Pa-
trol to investigate. :

Troopers Beaty and Willis D. Greer of the Gainesville Station of the
Georgia State Patrol were dispatched to investigate this matter. At the northern
city limits of Lula, Georgia near Alto, Georgia they observed a negro walking along
U. S. Highway #23 holding two magnifying glasses in his hands. The negro appeared
to be examining the ground with the glasses. It is reported that Trooper Greer
approached the negro to talk to him, however the negro would neither stop nor listen
to the Trooper. Greer thereupon took the negro by the arm and informed him that

he desired to talk to him. As he did this, the negro turned and struck Trooper
Greer in the head with both magnifying glasses. Trooper Beaty then came to the
assistance of Greer in placing the negro under arrest and they forced him into the
patrol car. The negro was placed in the back seat of the car along with another
negro, Nelson Wade whom the Troopers had previously arrested on another charge.

The Troopers then settled themselves in the front seat of the patrol car and as

they started to drive off, the unknown negro climbed over into the front seat of the
patrol car and grabbed Trooper Greer's blackjack. He then fought the two Troopers
with the blackjack succeeding in getting Trooper Greer down in the seat beating

him about the head and arms with the blackjack. While Trooper Beaty and prisoner
Wade were attempting to pull the unknown negro off Trooper Greer, the negro grabbed
Trooper Greer's gun whereupon Trooper Beaty shot the negro twice, killing him instantly.

The negro has been identified as Reverend Sgmuel L, Sawyer, colored,
approximately 40 years of age, address 210 Lenox Road, N. E., Atlanta, Georgia.

The Atlanta Office had advised that no charges have been made against
Trooper Beaty by the State authorities as a result of this shooting,

These data are being furnished for your information and no action is
contemplated in the absence of a request fro you,
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'mms NED BEATI, , ‘ ot
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOHB:TIC ﬁOLEN(IE

i ‘l'he At.lanta Mﬁce of t-his Bnreau haa infomed that on t.he mming of
' l[s.roh h, 19&3, Mrs. A. A, Stephens, Route 1, Alto, Georgis telephoneithe Georgia
. State Patrol Station at Gainesville, Georgia, and advised that a negro was acting
very strangely around her house. -She explained that the unknown negro was pacing

b up and down the highway in front of her house and would enter her yard and observe (7

her house with field glasses, She advised that she was alone at the house and feared
that he would attempt to enter her house, a.mrdingly, ahe raquested the State pa-
31‘01 to imstigate. | K

> Troopars Baaty and Willia D. Greer of tha Gainawille. Stat.ion of the
Georgia State Patrol were dispatched to investigate this matter. At the northemm
city limits of Imla, Georgia near Alte, Georgia they observed a negro walking along
U. S. Highway #23 holding two magnifying glasses in his hands: The negro appeared
to be examining the ground with the glasses. It is reported that Trooper Greer

approached the negro to talk to him, however the negro would neither stop nor listen 4

to the Trooper. Greer thereupon took the negro by the arm and informed him that i
-he degired to talk to him. As he did this; the negro turned and struck Trooper .

- Greer in the head with both magnifying glasses.  Trooper Beaty then came to the
assistance of Greer in placing the negro under arrest and they forced him into the
patrol car, The negro was placed in the back seat of the car along with ancther -

- negro, Nelson Wade whom the Troopers had previously arrested on another charge.

The Proopers then settled themselves in the front seat of the patrol car and as
they started to drive off, the unknown negro climbed over into the front seat of the
‘patrol car and grabbed Trooper Greer's blackjack. He then fought the two Troopers
~with the blackjack suceeeding in getting Trooper Greer down in the seat heating

‘him about the head and arms with the blackjack, While Trooper Beaty and prisoner
‘Wade were attempting to pull the unknown negro off Trooper Greer, the negro grabbed
Tmoper Greer's gun wheraupon Trooper Beaty shot the negro twice, lilling him instantly.

: ' The negro has been identified as Reverand Sgmuel L, Sawyer, colored,
apprax.imtely 40 years of age, address 210 Lenox Read, N. B., Atlante, Georgia.

The Atlanta Office had advised t.ha.t no charges have been made against
Trooper Beaty by the State authorities as a result of this shocting.

These data are being furnished for your infomation and no action is
sontemplated in the absence of a request from you.
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