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National Register of Historic
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“»¢ CITY OF BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

Albert C. Bobrofsky, Mayor

November 4, 1987

Dr. Kathryn B. Eckert ol e
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

Bureau of History

Michigan Department of State

208 North Capitol

Lansing, MI 48918

Dear Dr. Eckert:

Re: De-listing of Fieldstone Building from the
National Register of Historic Places

We are in receipt of a letter from Martha Bigelow
regarding the above property that 1is located at 197
North Washington in Battle Creek.

This letter is to confirm that we do note the
action you will be taking in regard to this property and
also to advise you that we have no comment.

Sincerely,

(bt O &/za}é»é

Albert C. Bobrofsky
Mayor

ACB/ja

P.O. Box 1717, Battle Creek, MI 49016 Phone (616) 966-3371
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Battle Creek Sanitarium
Calhoun County
MICHIGAN

J resubmission
[J nomination by person or local government
[J owner objection

e

Ws" <= . REJECT

Working No. APR / ‘ J8A988

Fed. Reg. Date: 2/7 /f)q

Date Due: /B

Action: _LoACCEPT __Ff ~~d & 5—
B — _RETURN

Federal Agency:

(] appeal
Substantive Review: [ sample [ request [l appeal (J NR decision
Reviewer’s comments:
Recom./Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet
Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? O yes O no
7. Description
Condition Check one Check one
B excellent (] deteriorated B unaltered ] original site
E:] good D ruins D altered D moved date
D fair D unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

(] summary paragraph
] completeness

] clarity

[ alterations/integrity
] dates

[C] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

[ summary paragraph

[J completeness

O clarity

[J applicable criteria

(] justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource
[ context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

[ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
] Maps

[J Photographs
[J Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

GPO 918-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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HINAME

HISTORIC
Battle Creek Sanitarium

AND/OR COMMON
Fieldstone Building

BEALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

197 N. Washlngtqn Avenue i e

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Battle Creek L VIBINITY-OF
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Michigan 26 Calhoun 025 «
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC X occupien __AGRICULTURE —_MUSEUM
X BUILDING(S) X pRIVATE —_UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH —_WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL  __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—_OBJECT __IN PROCESS X vES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT  __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
_NO __MILITARY X oruer. Hospital
FYOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME i

Battle Creek Sanitarium Hospital

STREET & NUMBER
197 N. Washington Avenue

CITY. TOWN STATE
Battle Creek ___ VICINITY OF Michigan 49016
EJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. )

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.  Calhoun County Registry of Deeds

STREET & NUMBER
County Building

CITY, TOWN STATE

Marshall Michigan 48824

n REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE
Michigan State Inventory of Cultural Resources

DATE
1975 —FEDERAL X STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS Michigan History Division, Michigan Department of State

CITY, TOWN STATE
Lansing Michigan 4893g




DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE
X_GooD __RUINS X ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Battle Creek Sanitarium or Fieldstone Building is a five story,
L-shaped structure of uncoursed cobblestone or fieldstone construction
which was built to house and still continues to serve a major medical
facility. Measuring 232 feet along the main east facade and 225 feet
along the south facade, the L-shaped plan consists of three full five
story massive hip roof corner blocks joined by two gable roof wings in
which hipped dormers provide the fifth story fenestration. Both the
facade lines of the corner blocks and the connecting wings are broken by
tri-sided bays which rise to the fourth story. The ornamental woodwork
of the corner block bay caps and the cornices of the entire structure have
been covered with aluminum, but those architectural features are believed
to have survived in restorable condition. An octagonal cupola with
domical roof and a classically detailed veranda with carriage porch and
paired Ionic columns distinguish the structure's east facade. Painted
white, the veranda also wraps around the north and south corner blocks,
thereby unifying the expansive components of the large edifice.

Though the exterior walls are load bearing, the interior structure consists
of an iron column, steel beam, wood joist system whose elements have
been well maintained. The ornamental plasterwork details of the first
floor rotunda (see photograph #3) and solarium pilasters, columns, and
beams have been preserved in their original character. White enameled
and classically treated, they create an open and light interior space
which contrasts notably with the exterior massing of the uncoursed
fieldstone facades. The structure still possesses its oak stairway
wainscoting and balustrades and its two original eight by ten foot
elevator shafts. A new sprinkler system and heating plant were
installed in the 1940s, and some ground floor rooms have been subdivided
for office use. '

Several contemporary accounts of the opening of the health facility
mentioned its setting, the circular driveway to the central east facade
entrance, the curving walkways, and the well planted and shaded grounds.
This landscaping between the east facade and Washington Avenue has been
maintained with remarkable integrity and the existing trees, vistas,

and setbacks continue to provide the property with one of its most
attractive features.



EJ SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE X_RELIGION
—_1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS _LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—-1600-1699 _)QRCHITECTU RE &EDUCATION —MILITARY _—SOCIAL/ZHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING —MuUsSIC —THEATER
_X1 800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT A{PHILOSOPHY _—_TRANSPORTATION
Z1900- __COMMUNICATIONS X |NDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X OTHER (SPECIFY)

X |INVENTION health reform

SPECIFIC DATES 1900 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Re T. Newberry,

Chicago, Illinois

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Battle Creek Sanitarium or Fieldstone Building is significant because
of its massive size and unique fieldstone construction and because of

its association with the health and health food industries for which
Battle Creek has gained national fame.

The Fieldstone Building was commissioned in 1899 by Dr. O. S. Phelps

and his younger brother Neil. Born in upstate New York, the Phelps
family moved to Washtenaw County, Michigan in 1861. After service as a
hospital steward in the Civil War and medical training at the University
of Michigan, Dr. Phelps practiced his profession in Michigan, California,
and New York until 1898 when Neil convinced his older brother to join
him in the construction and direction of a health sanatorium in Battle
Creek. The two brothers incorporated the Phelps Medical and Surgical
Sanatorium early in 1899, selected Robert T. Newberry of Chicago as their
architect, and broke ground that spring. Newberry, formerly associated
with the Chicago firms of Burnham and Root and Jenny and Mundie,

received the Phelps' commission because they judged him to be "one of the
few men in the country who have the capacity to do all of the work
relating to a large structure, including the original conception, planning,
structural engineering, equipping with elevators, engines, boilers,
dynamos, electric apparatus, kitchen and laundry machinery, refrigerator
apparatus, and finally the finish, decoration, furnishing and landscape
~gardening."l The excellent condition and impressive character of the
Fieldstone Building and its grounds today provide convincing testimony
for the accuracy of the Phelps' estimate of their architect.

Though the Phelps brothers built their Medical and Surgical Sanatorium
"to rival the famous Kellogg sanitarium, the largest medical and surgical
sanitarium in the world,"“ neither they nor successive owners could

- sustain that competition. The Fieldstone Building passed into the

. (continued)

'lBattle'Creek‘Moon, Oct. 2, 1900 ;article written on the eve of the
Sanatorium's opening.

21bid.
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nMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

See Continuation Sheet.

[DIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 4
UTM REFERENCES
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ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
bl Lpse ) Lot L ) ba bbls ool el ibiag ]
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The property nominated is a square lot approximately 400' on each side
bounded on the north by Ann Avenue, on the east by Washington Avenue,
and on the south and west by Battle Creek Sanitarium Hospital

property.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[81FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
John Kern, Historic Preservation Coordinator (See Continuation Sheet)
ORGANIZATION DATE
Michigan History Division March 29, 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Michigan Department of State 517-373-0510
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Lansing Michigan 48918

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE_X LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE mwa ”/)
TiTLe Director, Michigan History Division Ei ; /
[FOR NPS USE ONLY
1 HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERT 0

INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

GPO 892.453
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possession of Charles W. Post around 1905. That outspoken manufacturer
and mass advertiser, the inventor of Postum and Grape NutS, in turn sold
the structure to Bernarr Macfadden, a flamboyant publisher, health
nutritionist, and physical culturalist, who from 1907 to 1910 served as
proprietor of the Fieldstone Macfadden Sanatorium. Though C. W. Post
went on to head several national alliances opposed to trade union
organization, and Macfadden succeeded in establishing a firm which
published popular magazines such as True Story, True Romances, True
Dectective Mysteries, and a highly successful series of six pamphlets

on sex, neither they nor the Phelps could generate sufficient revenue
from the structure to sustain its operation. Consequently the Fieldstone
Building was purchased in 1914 by the Battle Creek Sanitarium's health
propagandist par excellence and breakfast food king, Dr. John Harvey
Kellogg.

By 1914 Dr. John H. Kellogg had emerged as a controversial and key

leader in the major Battle Creek industries of health food and health

care. Born in 1852 of Michigan parents who had recently converted to

the Seventh Day Adventist faith, John grew up in Battle Creek, the national
headquarters for that church. After receiving his medical training at

the University of Michigan and New York City's Bellevue Hospital, Dr.
Kellogg returned to Battle Creek where he edited the Adventist Health
Reformer and directed their Western Health Reform Institute which
he renamed in the late 1870s as the Battle Creek Sanitarium, "
place where people learn to stay well." The Sanitarium prospered
under Dr. Kellogg's well publicized supervision. He advocated a
regimen of regular exercise and fresh air and abstinence from alcohol,
tobacco, coffee, tea, refined sugar, and meat. This program plus

sound medical practice made the institution a successful enterprise which
was patronized by thousands of prominent Americans. Moreover, Dr.

Kellogg's dietary convictions prompted his establishment of an experimental
food laboratory where in the 1890s he developed the first flaked cereal,
corn, and rice--products subsequently mass produced at enormous profit

by his younger brother W. K. Kellogg. Although Dr. Kellogg initially
enjoyed Adventist support, his strong and contentious personality,

desire for ever-expanding programs, and theological departures eventually
led to irreconcilable differences and he was formally excommunicated

from the church in 1907. One of John Harvey's more controversial departures
from religious orthodoxy resulted in his creation of the Race Betterment
Foundation which he organized in 1914 to promote his interest in

eugenics, a movement concerned with improving the human species through

the control of hereditary factors in mating.

a

(continued)
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After its purchase in 1914, John H. Kellogg used the Fieldstone Building
to house the Race Betterment Foundation and portions of his Battle
Creek College. The Fieldstone Building served in those capacities
until 1943, the year of Dr. Kellogg's death, when the principal
Sanitarium complex located one block to the south on Ehe east side of
Washington Avenue was sold to the federal government. Thereafter

the Fieldstone Building assumed its present name as the Battle Creek
Sanitarium. Ownership of the structure was eventually transferred from
the Race Betterment Foundation to a Seventh Day Adventist Board of
Trustees which presently operates the Battle Creek Sanitarium Hospital.
Modern medical facilities have been constructed immediately to the south,
and the Fieldstone Building currently provides space for administrative
offices, central storage, and food service facilities which are open

to the public and continue to prepare wholesome Adventist meals.

Thus long associated with some of the nation's most famous leaders in
the related industries of medical treatment and health food production,
the massive Fieldstone Building also known as the Battle Creek
Sanitarium continues to stand as architectural and historic landmark
of unique significance for the City of Battle Creek and the State of
Michigan.

3Built in 1903 and 1928 and now known as the Federal Center, this

structure at 94 N. Washington Avenue was listed in the National
Register in 1974.
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Battle Creek Moon, October 2, 1900.

"Bernarr Macfadden Sanatoriums," May 15, 1908, promotional
pamphlet.

"Phelps Medical and Surgical Sanatorium, Souvenir of Opening,
October 3, 1900," Battle Creek, Michigan.

Preservation Urban Design Incorporated, "Preliminary Report:
Feasibility Study of the Adaptive Modification of the
Historic Battle Creek Sanitarium," Ann Arbor, Michigan.
September 24, 1975.

Schwarz, Richard W., John Harvey Kellogg, M. D., Nashville,
Tennessee, 1970.
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Jane Ann Ratner, Local Historian
Willard Library
7 West VanBuren Street

Battle Creek, Michigan 49016
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE __ MICHIGAN e

Date Entered OrT

4 1978

Neme
Unitarian Universal:ist Church

/Battle Creek Sanitarium

Elks Lodge Building

Also Notified

Honorable Donald W. Riegle, Jr.
Bonorable Robert P, Griffin
Honorable Carl D. Pursell
Honorable Garry Brown
Ronorable Dale E. Kildee

( NR Byers/bjr 10/10/78

P o

Location
Ann Arbor
Washtenaw County

Battle Creek
Calhoun County

Flint
Genesee County

State Historic Preservation Officer
Dr, Martha Bigelow

Directaoyr

Michigan History Division
Department of State

Lansing, Michigan 48918
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NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET

OTHER NAMES: ﬂdate of entry: Ocounty code:

(INAME as it appears on federal register:
Battle Creek Sanitarium Fieldstone Building 1978 25
@LOCATION street & number city / town vicinity of state county @NPS REGION
197 N. Washington Ave, Battle Creek MI Calhoun MW
(@) oWNER [RPRIVATE [JSTATE CIMUNICIPAL CJCOUNTY CIMULTIPLE (D FEDERAL(agency name) [@mwms-mnon; -
@) EXISTING SURVEYS CIHABS CTHAER 3NHL[®FUNDED’ Oves_Owo [@concress. oistrict 3rd __ [@source of NominaTion  BSTATE_ OIFEDERAL ‘
KRB Witui NATIONAL REGISTER MISTORID BISTRICH! - @mmu NATIBNAL MiSTORIC LANOMARK? @mzm‘ ! _':,t,al,n ks o
Dives. e ma £l yes. wams L6 | DiocaL_ OIPRIVATE ORGA LZATION
@CONDITION Odeteriorated Oaltered Ooriginal site @[eatures o ISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 o COSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT=-2  # CISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT- 3
Oexcellent QOruins Ounaltered Omoved O COINOT INTACT-O O[] NOT INTACT-O O[INOT INTACT » O
ugo.od COunexposed Oreconstructed Ounknown éDUNKNUWN-‘l ;D UNKNOWN -5 iuu“““"“ €
Ofair Cunexcavated  Oexcavated ZOINOT APPLICABLE-7 WO NOT APPLICABLE-8 Z ) NOT APPLICABLE- ®
@ ACCESS OYES-Restricted []YES -Unrestricted  [] No Access [J Unknown I@ADAPHVE Use DIYES Dni@ SAVED? O YES I IS PROPERTY A ;-us'romc o:smucr?[]yut}r:o
@AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : CJENGINEERING =11 (J LANDSCAPE ARCH.= 15 [JPOLITICS/GOVT." 21 CJRECREATION -28 CLAIMS. explain
[ ARCHEOLOGY - prehistoric-2  (J COMMERCE =6 DI ENTERTAINMENT-26 O3 LAW=16 0] RELIGION= 22 ) SETTLEMENT-29 e
CJ ARCHEOLOGY = historic=1 (D COMMUNICATIONS =7 (O EXPLORATION =12 O3 LITERATURE=17 O SCIENCE- 23 03 URBAN PLANMING-31 | «g1dest’ O
D AGRICULTURE -3 () CONSERVATION=8 (D HEALTH-27 CJ MILITARY = 18 () SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN=24 [ OTHER (SPECIFY)
O ARCHITECTURE=4 O ECONOMICS-9 O INDUSTRY-13 3 MUSIC- 19 0 SOCIAL /CULTURAL-30 S
O ART-5 (O EDUCATION=10 O INVENTION - 14 3 PHILOSOPHY = 20 3 TRANSPORTATION-25 y
@fnnctions @ dates of initial construction: Elgg(l)%mglltgxp
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: major alterations :
CURRENTLY: historic events:
@architectural style(s): @architect: @master builder: @eng'ineer-.
@y landscape architect/ garden designer: @interior decorator: @9 artist: @artisan: @builder/contractor:

@NAMES give role & date
PERSONAL:

EVENTS :

INSTITUTIONAL:

@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP

reviewers initials date___ _ RN |- ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBER& PUT ON REVERSE




