The Colorado Heritage Center 1300 Broadway Denver, Colorado 80203

June 25, 1984

Carol Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior

1100 L Street

Room 6209

Interagency Resources Division
Washington,D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

This letter is in response to your comments forwarded to Lisa Purdy
on June 6, 1984 regarding the Ghost Building, formerly located at
500-518 Fifteenth Street in Denver, Colorado. As you mentioned in
your evaluation of the Register status of the building, the structure
was indeed dismantled on September 7, 1979, with the materials placed
in storage. Because of this action, we concur that the Ghost Building
should be officially removed from the National Register.

Enclosed is a copy of the letter to the owner which notifies them that
"the building automatically came off the National Register at the time
it was dismantled and moved," as stated in your June 6 letter to

Ms. Purdy.

Thank you for your cooperation.

B Sultie

Barbara Sudler
State Historic Preservation Officer
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The Richardsonian Romanesque style Ghost Building "is definitely the
strongest commercial structure of its size constructed in the city during the
nineteenth century," says Richard Brettell in his book, Historic Denver, 1885-
1893. Sited on the south west corner of 15th and Glenarm Streets in downtown
Denver, the three story building is rectangular in plan, faced with rusticated
blocks of grey stone cut in random sizes. The contrasting shapes of the
windows give the building unusual visual interest and architectural strength
which is unified by the unbroken line of a large simple classical cornice
found on both street sides of the buildinge.

The exterior of the ground floor is of non-original materials and con-
sists of small commercial shops, each with a street entrance and a large
display window, some with fabric awnings. A large portion of the wall surface
over the windows is covered with signs.

The corner of the building has been flattened instead of meeting at
right angles and there is a corner entrance door into a shop. The main entrance,
to the upper floors of the building, is on the 15th Street facade. It is not an
important entrance and is recessed with a single door of glass surrounded by
wooden panels,

The second floor facade, facing 15th Street, is a lively arcade of round
arched openings with radiating voussoirs. The windows within the arches
are divided into three rectangular lights by wood mullions. The center windows,
1 x 1, double hung, are flanked by fixed smaller side windows. At the second
floor level on the short side of the building, facing Glenarm Street, there is
a solitary round arched window divided by stone mullions instead of wood. On
each side, near the corners of the building, are single narrow Italianate
windows, 1 x 1, double hung. On the flat corner, on the second floor, is a
window which gains importance through its individuality and nonconformity with
the other windows in the building. It is recessed with a segmental arched
header supported by decorative colonnettes.Beneath is a rectangle of stone
with a carved foliage design, the only carved ornament found on the building.

The second floor is divided from the third by a narrow projecting dentiled
band. In contradiction to the arcading of the second floor, the windows of the
third floor are flat linteled, 1 x 1, double hung, divided by stone faced
piers of varying widths forming a ribbon window effect on the 15th Street facade.
On the Glenarm Street facade,the third floor windows are arranged into a central
group of three windows, with flat lintels, 1 x 1, double hung, and a single
window at each end near the corner., The flat corner has a single flat linteled
window, 1 x 1, double hung.

The building is topped off in beautiful simplicity with a plain frieze of
dressed stone blocks above which is a wide projecting cornice with a classical
egg and dart motif at the bottom.The massiveness and simplicity of the cornice
tend to bring order and organization to the contrasts below and bring the
architectural fantasies of the late nineteenth century into a unified whole.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ghost Building is significant not only because of its architecture
but because it is the only known surviving commercial structure in downtown
Denver designed by William Lang, an important nineteenth century Denver archi-
tect.

The Ghost Building was built in 1889, designed by Lang for the owner, Mr,
A.M. Ghost, a prominent real estate dealer of that period. Ghost had commissioned
Lang to design a six story building for his property at 16th and Glenarm Streets,
but the building was never built and Ghost eventually sold the land.

Very little is known about Lang's personal history. He first appeared in
Denver in 1886 and by 1889, when construction began on the Ghost Building,

Lang was well established. In that year alone, he designed thirty-five buildings
in the North Denver suburb of Berkeley, several residences, and Saint Mark's
Episcopal Church (listed on the National Register of Historic Places and a
Denver Landmark), a remarkable record for such a young man with so little

local experience, The next year, 1890, he designed at least farty = three
residences, several terraces and stores, and a large apartment house. All of
these buildings expressed his unique eclecticism. His inspiration came from all
past architecture and his designs were complex, heavily patterned and bold.

In 1890. William Lang formed a partnership with Marshall Pugh. This firm
received the following mention in the Western Architect and Building News of
February 1890: “"They [}ang and Pugﬁ] have been together but a short time and
yet have already firmly established themselves. They have designed and super-
intended some of our most important residences and business houses". They were
also both charter members of the Rocky Mountain Association of Architects and
the Colorado Chapter of the American Institute of Architects,

The Great Panic of 1893 apparently caused the dissolution of the partner-
ship of Lang and Pugh, although Lang continued in business as an architect
until 1896, However, his exuberant designs did not fit the taste of the sub-
dued post-crash Denver. By 1897 he had left Denver and his later career is
unknown,

The history of the Ghost Building has been a checkered one, When first
completed it was tenanted by up and coming young merchants like E.A. Hauser,
who sold drugs and medicines,and Laurence Balfe, a plumber who had opened
his own gas and steam fitter company. Chatfield and Weigand Paints was an
already established business that moved into the new building from two blocks
down the street, The Glenarm Shirt Co, moved from across 15th Street where
another new building was planned. Rapid Mailing Service and the Florence 0il
and Refining Co. also had offices in the building. The outlook was optiuiptic
for 15th Street that it would be the new retail center of the city, but
the 1893 panic destroyed almost everyone's dreams of expansion and wealth.

Only the paint store survived to the turn of the century. Even the Glenarm
Shirt Company went out of business by the end of 1895.
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In 1901 there was again new commercial building on the street and the Denver
Times headlined, "Phenomenal Building Activity on 15th Street" and "Bound to be the
Great Market Street of the City." But it just didn't happen. The next notable event
was the opening of the Greystone Hotel in the Ghost Building, Mrs. Adelaide Furnish,
proprietor, which was billed as "A11l Modern and Newly Furnished" in 1924,

Today there is still the Greystone Hotel, no longer new, and still the shops
with hopes for success. Although in need of restoration, the Ghost Building, probably
the only remaining commercial structure by William Lang, stands as a reminder of
Denver's most prolific and boldly eclectic architect of the late nineteenth century.
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Foster, A. C., Bullding

Bowen Mansioa
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Weld County Courthouss
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Hon. CGary W. Hart

Hon. Floyd K. Haskeil
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Hon. James P. (Jim) Jolnson

Regional Director, Rocky Mountain Region
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Denver
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Pueblo County

Denver
Denver County
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Weld County
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Denver County
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Larimer County

State Bistoric Preservation Officer
Mr. Stephen H. Hart

Chairman, State Historical Sociaty
Colorado Stats Museum

1300 Broadway

Denver, Colorado 80203
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May 2, 1984

Ms. Carol Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

ITO0 "ML Stfeet: ; N:W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Carol:

Many thanks to both you and Beth Grosvner for meeting with me about

the Ghost Building while I was in Washington. I believe it was helpful
to meet with you in person prior to any written correspondence in the
future.

We are now at a point where we are attempting to get off of '"square
one" such that we may proceed with either maintaining the designation
of the Ghost Building or apply for a new designation if necessary.

In this regard, Pat Tiller has suggested that I write for an opinion
from you on the following questions:

(1) 1Is the Ghost Building (formerly 500 15th Street in Denver) still
officially listed on the National Register of Historic places?

(2) Was the Ghost Building ever officially 'delisted" from the National
Register?

(3) 1Is there a time limit for which a building automatically goes
off of the National Register if the building is dismanteled?

(4) 1In any case, what exactly doe we need to do to move this project
forward?

- Can we submit a Part One?

- Can we suggest that the building maintain its' current status
if currently designated?

- If re-nomination is required, exactly when can we begin this
process? Before or after the structure is rebuilt? Must it
be "delisted" first? How would the ''delisting' take place,
if necessary?

Any guidance you may provide on the above will be greatly appreciated.

real estate development & design



Ms. Carol Shull
May 2, 1984
Page Two

Reconstruction is scheduled to begin within the next two months. The
architects are close to finishing the specifications and plans in accord-
ance with the Secretary of Interiors' Standards for Rehabilitation,

so information on the above would greatly help us in our discussions
with the SHPO's office.

Most everyone here is anxious to see this landmark resurrected as it
is deemed very significant locally.

Please let me know what can be done at this stage of the game and we
will do our best to comply.

Sinc Via
Lisa Purdy
LP/jk

cc: Mr. Alexander Brown
Mr. deTeel Patterson Tiller
Ms. Gloria Mills
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Ms. Lisa Purdy
Citiseape Ltd,

1033 Steele

Denver, Colorade 80206

Dear Ms, Purdy:

Thank you for your follow-up letter to owr April 10 meeting on the Ghost Building in
Denver, Coloredo. Both Beth Grosvenor and I were glad to have the opportunity to
discuss this case with you. It may be that we our

the chances of the buflding ever meeting National Register and tax ocertification

E
|

requirements, however, as it appears that you are proceeding with plans to reassemble

the building and apply for the 25 percent investment tax credit available for certified
historic structures. This letter will clarify National Register policy and attempt to
answer the questions in your Nay 2, 1984 lstter, ~

Ordinarily, propertiss are removed from the National Register list as a result of a
requast from the State Histerio Preservation Officer to the Keeper of the National
Register; procedures for removal are discussed in Federal Regulation 36 CFR 60.15. The
Calorado State Historio Preservation Officer hes never requested the removal of the
Ghost Buflding, which was listed in the National Register on Jamuary 9, 1978. Aceerding
to 36 CFR 60,1%(b)1), however, "in the event that a property is moved, delstion from the
National Register will be automatio unless the above procedures are followed prior to the
move.” The "above proceduras® refer to the submittal of documentation to the Keeper of
the National Register for approval of the proposed move of a listed property. Since the
Keeper did not review or approve a proposed move for the Ghost Building, the bduilding
automatically came off the National Register at the time it was dismantled and noved.
The State Bistoric Preservation Officer should still officially notify the National
Register of the move, but the building is not currently listed in the Register.

Regardisss of when you sudmit a Part I application for certification for tax purposes, the
Ghost Building cannot become a oertified historic structure untfl it is actually listed in
the National Register. The history of the duilding make its chances of deing listed
extremely remote. We belisve that the accumulation of activities that have viclated the
original and historic identity of this bullding, as defined by the seven types of integrity,
is so great and have ocowrred over such a length of time that the building could not
qualify for Msting in the Rational Register, even if it is rebuflt. As we understand the
"bullding® now to exist, stored as a collection of stones and possibly other econstruction
elements, the Ghost Buiiding has lost all types of integrity: location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. Reassembly of the pieces will not
restore integrity of locatiom, setting, workmanship, or association, and will leave
integrity of materials and design impaired, also, especially with the removal of one bay
as planned,



We commend your efforts to preveant the total loss of a building once significant to
Denver's architectural history, and can appreciate the desire of many city residents to
see a close repldea of the building standing again. Unfortunately, it is unlikely that such
a structure could meet National Register criteria as a2 historie building,

3incerely,

Carol D. Shull (Sgd.)

Carol D, Shull

Chief of Registration
National Register of Historic Places
Interagency Resources Division

ce: Ms. Barbara Sudler, Colorado SHPO

bec:RMRO
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