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June 25, 1984

Carol Shull
Chief of Registration
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
1100 L Street
Room 6209
Interagency Resources Division 
Washington,D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

This letter is in response to your comments forwarded to Lisa Purdy 
on June 6, 1984 regarding the Ghost Building, formerly located at 
500-518 Fifteenth Street in Denver, Colorado, As you mentioned in 
your evaluation of the Register status of the building, the structure 
was indeed dismantled on September 7, 1979, with the materials placed 
in storage. Because of this action, we concur that the Ghost Building 
should be officially removed from the National Register.

Enclosed is a copy of the letter to the owner which notifies them that 
"the building automatically came off the National Register at the time 
it was dismantled and moved," as stated in your June 6 letter to 
Ms. Purdy.

Thank you for your cooperation.

SHjcerely,

Barbara Sudler
State Historic Preservation Officer
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Richardsonian Romanesque style Ghost Building "is definitely the 
strongest commercial structure of its size constructed in the city during the 
nineteenth century*" says Richard Brettell in his book, Historic Denver, 1885" 
1895. Sited on the south west corner of 15th and Glenarm Streets in downtown 
Denver, the three story building is rectangular in plan, faced with rusticated 
blocks of grey stone cut in random sizes. The contrasting shapes of the 
windows give the building unusual visual interest and architectural strength 
which is unified by the unbroken line of a large simple classical cornice 
found on both street sides of the building.

The exterior of the ground floor is of non-original materials and con­
sists of small commercial shops, each with a street entrance and a large 
display window, some with fabric awnings. A large portion of the wall surface 
over the windows is covered with signs.

The corner of the building has been flattened instead of meeting at 
right angles and there is a corner entrance door into a shop. The main entrance, 
to the upper floors of the building, is on the 15th Street facade. It is not an 
important entrance and is recessed with a single door of glass surrounded by 
wooden panels.

The second floor facade, facing 15th Street, is a lively arcade of round 
arched openings with radiating voussoirs. The windows within the arches 
are divided into three rectangular lights by wood mullions. The center windows, 
1x1, double hung, are flanked by fixed smaller side windows. At the second 
floor level on the short side of the building, facing Glenarm Street, there is 
a solitary round arched window divided by stone mullions instead of wood. On 
each side, near the corners of the building, are single narrow Italianate 
windows, 1x1, double hung. On the flat corner, on the second floor, is a 
window which gains importance through its individuality and nonconformity with 
the other windows in the building. It is recessed with a segmental arched 
header supported by decorative colonnettes.Beneath is a rectangle of stone 
with a carved foliage design, the only carved ornament found on the building.

The second floor is divided from the third by a narrow projecting dentiled 
band. In contradiction to the arcadlng of the second floor, the windows of the 
third floor are flat linteled, 1x1, double hung, divided by stone faced 
piers of varying widths forming a ribbon window effect on the 15th Street facade. 
On the Glenarm Street facade,the third floor windows are arranged into a central 
group of three windows, with flat lintels, 1x1, double hung, and a single 
window at each end near the corner. The flat corner has a single flat linteled 
window, 1x1, double hung.

The building is topped off in beautiful simplicity with a plain frieze of 
dressed stone blocks above which is a wide projecting cornice with a classical 
egg and dart motif at the bottom.The massiveness and simplicity of the cornice 
tend to bring order and organization to the contrasts below and bring the 
architectural fantasies of the late nineteenth century into a unified whole.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ghost Building is significant not only because of its architecture 
but because it is the only known surviving commercial structure in downtown 
Denver designed by William Lang, an important nineteenth century Denver archi­
tect, ___________ ___

The Ghost Building was built in 1889» designed by Lang for the owner, Mr.
A.M. Ghost, a prominent real estate dealer of that period. Ghost had commissioned 
Lang to design a six story building for his property at l6th and Qlenarm Streets, 
but the building was never built and Ghost eventually sold the land.

Very little is known about Lang’s personal history. He first appeared in 
Denver in 1886 and by 1889, when construction began on the Ghost Building,
Lang was well established. In that year alone, he designed thirty-five buildings 
in the North Denver suburb of Berkeley, several residences, and Saint Mark’s 
Episcopal Church (listed on the National Register of Historic Places and a 
Denver Landmark), a remarkable record for such a young man with so little 
local experience. The next year, 1890, he designed at least forty ” three 
residences, several terraces and stores, and a large apartment house. All of 
these buildings expressed his unique eclecticism. His inspiration came from all 
past architecture and his designs were complex, heavily patterned and bold.

In 1890 William Lang formed a partnership with Marshall Pugh. This firm 
received the following mention in the Western Architect and Building News of 
February I89O: ’’They Qjang and Pugl^ have been together but a short time and 
yet have already firmly established themselves. They have designed and super­
intended some of our most Important residences and business houses”. They were 
also both charter members of the Rocky Mountain Association of Architects and 
the Colorado Chapter of the American Institute of Architects.

The Great Panic of 1893 apparently caused the dissolution of the partner­
ship of Lang and Pugh, although Lang continued in business as an architect 
until 1896. However, his exuberant designs did not fit the taste of the sub­
dued post-crash Denver, By 1897 he had left Denver and his later career is 
unknown.

The history of the Ghost Building has been a checkered one. When first 
completed it was tenanted by up and coming young merchants like E.A. Hauser, 
who sold drugs and medicines,and Laurence Balfe, a plumber who had opened 
his own gas and steam fitter company. Chatfield and Welgand Paints was an 
already established business that moved into the new building from two blocks 
down the street. The Qlenarm Shirt Co, moved from across 15th Street where 
another new building was planned. Rapid Mailing Service and the Florence Oil 
and Refining Co, also had offices in the building. The outlook was optimistic 
for 15th Street that it would be the new retail center of the city, but 
the 1895 panic destroyed almost everyone'6 dreams of expansion and wealth.
Only the paint store survived to the turn of the century. Even the Qlenarm 
Shirt Company went out of business by the end of 1895,
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In 1901 there was again new commercial building on the street and the Denver 
Times headlined, "Phenomenal Building Activity on 15th Street;^ and "Bound to be the 
Great Market Street of the City." But it just didn't happen. The next notable event 
was the opening of the Greystone Hotel in the Ghost Building, Mrs. Adelaide Furnish, 
proprietor, which was billed as "All Modern and Newly Furnished" in 1924.

Today there is still the Greystone Hotel, no longer new, and still the shops 
with hopes for success. Although in need of restoration, the Ghost Building, probably 
the only remaining commercial structure by William Lang, stands as a reminder of 
Denver’s most prolific and boldly eclectic architect of the late nineteenth century.
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1033 Steele Denver CO. 80206 303 399-6391
May 2, 1984

Ms. Carol Shull
Chief of Registration
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
1100 "L" Street., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Carol:

Many thanks to both you and Beth Grosvner for meeting with me about 
the Ghost Building while I was in Washington. I believe it was helpful 
to meet with you in person prior to any written correspondence in the 
future.

We are now at a point where we are attempting to get off of "square 
one" such that we may proceed with either maintaining the designation 
of the Ghost Building or apply for a new designation if necessary.

In this regard, Pat Tiller has suggested that I write for an opinion 
from you on the following questions:

(1) Is the Ghost Building (formerly 500 15th Street in Denver) still 
officially listed on the National Register of Historic places?

(2) Was the Ghost Building ever officially "delisted" from the National 
Register?

(3) Is there a time limit for which a building automatically goes 
off of the National Register if the building is dismanteled?

(4) In any case, what exactly doe we need to do to move this project 
forward?
- Can we submit a Part One?
- Can we suggest that the building maintain its' current status 

if currently designated?
If re-nomination is required, exactly when can we begin this 
process? Before or after the structure is rebuilt? Must it 
be "delisted" first? How would the "delisting" take place, 
if necessary?

Any guidance you may provide on the above will be greatly appreciated.

i0al (2State development & design



Ms. Carol Shull 
May 2, 1984 
Page Two

Reconstruction is scheduled to begin within the next two months. The 
architects are close to finishing the specifications and plans in accord­
ance with the Secretary of Interiors' Standards for Rehabilitation, 
so information on the above would greatly help us in our discussions 
with the SHPO's office.

Most everyone here is anxious to see this landmark resurrected as it 
is deemed very significant locally.

Please let me know what can be done at this stage of the game and we 
will do our best to comply.

Lisa Purdy

cc: Mr. Alexander Brown
Mr. deTeel Patterson Tiller 
Ms. Gloria Mills
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Ma. Um fvrdy 
CIHtwnw IM»

80206

Dmt Ns*P«Pd^
Tte^ yea fOr year teSiov-^ letter to Mr April 10 aeetias on the Oheet BaSltfteg la 
Denver, CeAarnde, Beth Beth OremMr end I were find te have the ^pertaitfl^ to 
dieeaae tUe oeee with yea. It ney be that we did net eieai^ eonvey ear eeeeeenent 
the eheneee of the bafUSac ever neettec IntietthL lesiater and tax eertlfLaattea 
reqwireaettta, however, aa it appeare that yea are preoeedlng with plana to reaeaentte 
the toiMiiig and apply fhr the 29 peroeat iaveatnent tax oredtt avallahle fhr eertlfled 

9tarea. Tfeda tetter vm <dartfy latloaal Pegiater peUey and attenpt to
uawer the tneattana la year Nay 2,1988 tetter.

Onittnarflyt preperttee are reneved ttom the VatioMl Begleler Xht aa a roaiflt ef a 
regoeat Iben the State BteterSa Preaarvatton Offloer te the Ke^er of the lattonal 
R^teter) preoedaree fhr renovnl ve dleeaeeetf la Federal Regdlntlea 36 CPR 60.19. The 
Cetemdo State Blatecie rreaervatten OfXteer baa never reoueatad the renoval of the 
Ohoet Bofldlaf, whteh wea Hated ia the Batlanal Begiater ea tenaary 9,1978. Aeeerdlag 
te 36 CFI 60.18(6X8), however, the event thnt a prapeity la noved,deletlealbea the
latleaal lagletar wHI te aOtenatlo aateae the above preoedaree are fhBtowed prior to the 
aove.* The vabeve proeodorea^refhr te tee anbnlttai of demaeatattMite the Keeper of 
the BattenaT Reglator fhr approval of tee pregoeed neve ef a Hated property. Steee the 
Keeper did aet review or approve a prepeeed neve fhr tee Oheat Bolldbig, tee boQdlng 
etttenatteally eane off the lateoaal Begiater te the tine It wae dlanwtted Md neved. 
The State Btetorio Prenervitlea Offteer teetdd atH teBoiaily notify tea Batieaal 
R^teter oftha neve, bte the boSdiag la ate MrreaOy Hated la tee Begiater.

Regardleaeer when yeaaabnlta Part Zi^pUeattoa fhr eerttfSeatlen fhr tax purpoaea, the 
Sheet teildlag oaaate beteae a oertiaad Uaterie atraetore ontil it la aetaally Hated la 
the Rattonal Reglatei^ The hiatery of the boSdlag nake Ha ehaaeea of beteg Hated 
extreaeiy renete. We beHeve teat the aoeanolatlon ofaetlvltleatete teve vieteted tee 
otIgSaal and Mteario Idotelty ef tete boOdlag, aa defined by tee aevea typea of lateffltef 
la ao great and have eaeotred ever aueh a length ef tine teat tte bolldiite eeold net 
goaHfy fhr IMdag la the RatlaBal BegMter, even If It la rebollt. Aa we uateietead the 
"bofldhag* now te exlat, atered aa a eeafleettoa ef atoMO and poaoitly ether eMOtraetloe 
elanMta, the Oheat Bolldfite h«« leat aa typee of Iteegrttyi loeateen, deaign, aettlng, 
nateritea, workaaaahlp* fbtetag and aaaoeltelOB. Reaeaeably ef tee piaeea wSl ate 
reHera lategrlte of toeattoa, MtOag, wericaaatelp, or aaMoltetoa, and wOL leave 
latofftty nateriaia and deeiga inpaited, elao, e^eelally with the reaoval mie bay 
aaplamked.
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Sincerely,

Carol D. Shull (Sgd.)
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Chief of BegLrtration 
Xational Ragisber of Hl^orte Plaoes 
Biterageney Raaourees Dirlaion

%
■ -K

n-
': .H.

cc: Ms. Barbara Sudlo*, CcOorado SHPO

bcc:R M R 0 
1|13
Reading File 
Record Center

■ • , :.■■•::'■• ■ . , ■- '

“ .A1. ‘ vv

-V. ..... ..

>•
■‘3..

,<■

F N P ;B Grosvenor: m dj:05/21 /8H:343-9536 

Sys. 8 (NRH) #111006 

I Ba^c File Retained in 413

..A' -’f- 'i

V- A-..
-■ %

;-V‘
-i ■# 

■’^ >' -5'f

: : :,
, >!■ '■•■

.'i
-: > .-■?•

.. « . • «,

'•t.
:'v v'v'' fv..

;f
J'V

:?•-•■

>v'

■ ,;v '■

- _ '.'v ■ C.,;^
’ -f ■ ,’ 'V

.'.. .r

. .^ ■■

H
- ■> ♦*

i . . - 'k ■ ■
j

'. , ■ ‘ i

i/i' ■%.

. - ' % / ' ■ 
',T ^■

■■ -..;■

" -V 7.
'• .

‘ ’ rV' ■■? .,. ,h .
'^1. '^':r

.m
XXX

m.::X
■i: X' ■■‘S ''X

■ 'ri'
s-"'- 

•. J

IV
:.!*>€-

-f V

'.• V'
•■ ■ ■^■;-'C; ■ '

■'■' ai:'v

’* ■ "siii



PH05Q0551

'T)NAMK it aj'pears on federal reffister:
Ghost Building

OWNS-USUIE DMUNICIPH QCGUNTi □MiiLTIrU □ ftbtRiUJteriCy iame}_

NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET
ar».mOTHI R NAMfS C.Ounly code

31
(5)LOCATION s! =■< t A, iniinber

500-518 15th St.
( ity / town 
Denver

vininity of
CO

IwntttM NAT ION H tUimt MISIOIIC BtSTAieTT 
Dns NAit__ ___ . ................. □m

JCONGRESS DISTRICT

roimty
Denver

; (fp AOMINISTR __

j XXilATE □ffDlRM_____

;fj)N-|‘'- Rt(;tON

RM

(^CONDITION
□ excellent
□ good
□ fair

□ deteriorated
□ ruins
□ unexposed
□ unexcavated

□ original site
□ moved
i unknown

^WITHIN NRIINtl NlOmUC UNOMARt ’ ^ACtM

de
slat* wlio pupjitii Imm'

□local GPRUATi DRGAdtAnOH
^features-, nsuBWANIiALLr iNTACI-1: laltei-ed

□ unaltered 
n reconstructed
□ excavated

(^ACCESS □Yes-Restri<apd □ VES-Unr„slri.:tPd GNoAccoss □ Untmo«n @ADAPIIVt USE GTtS GNO ^ 

^ AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : GINGINLERIHG - ll □ LANDSCAPE ARCH.-i‘j □ POLITICS/aOKl?i
□ ARCHLOtoCT-preliistDiic-? ncOMMERCE-S D ENILRTAINMENI-26 GLAIIII-IB GStllGION-??

O COMMUNICATIONS-1 □ [XPIORAHOH • 12

n CONSCRVAIlON-8 □MtALTH-27
□ ECOHOMICS-9 □ INOUSTRY-U
n EDOCATIOM-10 □ INVENTION ■ 14

2GN0I INIACT-O
UNAN0*H-4

?GN0T APPLICABLE-7

^nSUBSIANTlAUY INTAU-2 ' 1 SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT ■ 3 
2c not ihtact-0 ognoi intact -o
Oc ^ q:"GUNANOWN-5 
3GN0T APPLICA6LE-8

>QUNKM0WM-6
NOI APPLICABLE-9

□ ARCHEOtOGY-lmtdnc-1
□ AGRICULTURE-3
□ ARCHITECTURE-4
□ ART-D

□ LITERATURE- n
□ MILITARY- IB
□ music- 19
□ PHILOSOPHY-20

SAVEOT DYES 
GRECREATIElN-28 
n SnriEMENT-29 

□ SCIENCE- 23 □ URBAN PLANNING-31
CJ SOCIAl/HUMANITARIAN-24 □ OTHER (SPECIfY) 
n SOCIAL/CIHTURAl-30 
f] TRAHSPORTAIION-25 _________

IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT□ yes □ no

^functions

WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANI; 
CURRENTLY;

^dates gf imiigi censtruclion: 
maiDi ilteritions 
Hisliiitc e*(nts;

^CLAIMS explain 
^first’O

• oldest’ □ 

■only’ O

^architectnral style{s); ^architect; i^master builder:

^landscape architect / garden designer; ^interior decorator; ^artist: partisan. ^bulldei

lEthnic croupASSOCIATION

engineer.

^NAMES give role A date
personal;

events;

institutional:

^NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP

r«wi«w»r« inotiAlfl. ADOmONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBER 1. PUT ON RtVtRSF I



AOiLOii^r^ It000^^7
(Resource Name) (Reference Number[s])

/2- / /2- /
(Date form completed)

(County) (State) (Completed by)

STATUS; ^
1. MISSING 2. REMOVED/ 3. NHL 4. TR 5. MRA

DEMOLISHEb
6. OVER- 7. NPS - a. DOE -

SIZED UNDOCUMENTED OWNER OBJECTION
9. RESTRICTED

EXPLANATION: / ■■ -

1. Missing Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ); Map(s) ( ); Photos (
Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( )

). ' • .

9 LOSS of jA/rf^ny / / 6-y
(Cause for removal)

.
(Date Removed)

3. / /
(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name)

4.

(Date Designated)

(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location)

(TR or MRA Name)

5.
(If multi-state/county MRA, state/county where filed and location)

6.
(Location of oversize file)

7. / /
(Current source of partial documentation) (Target Date)

COMMENTS: / /
(Where found, or source of replacement)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE National Register of Historic Places 
Locator Card

L

(Date Found/Replaced)

WASO 21 
JAN. 1986


