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October 26, 1977

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

This is to advise you that the Carnegie Library of Atlanta, 
Fulton County, which was entered on the National Register October 22, 
1976, has been demolished by the City of Atlanta with city monies.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth A. Lyon, Ph.D., Acting Chief 
Historic Preservation Section 
Acting State Historic Preservation 

Officer

EAL:dh

Copy to Honorable Maynard Jackson
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HISTORIC

Carnegie Library of Atlanta
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Atlanta Public Library
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126 Carnegie Way, N.W, —NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION

—EXCELLENT
—GOOD
2LFAIR

—DETERIORATED

—RUINS
—UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE
—UNALTERED
JSALTERED

CHECK ONE
2LORIGINALSITE 
—MOVED DATE.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
In December of 1900, the design of architects Ackerman and Ross of New York was chosen 

by the Young Men's Library Association as the most successful in the competition for the 
state of Georgia's first public library. The Carnegie Library, finished in 1902, is located 
at the corner of Forsyth and Church Street (now called Carnegie Way) in downtown Atlanta.
The two story rectangular building, capped with a hip roof and sitting on a daylight base­
ment, is made of white Georgia marble. Stylistically, today it stands as one of the few 
remaining examples of Beaux Arts Classism in Atlanta.

In the early 1900's, the library had two entrance facades which were articulated by 
colossal Ionic engaged columns grouped in pairs except at the corners where a single column 
stood. On the sides, colossal Ionic pilasters replaced the engaged columns of the facades. 
Between these vertical accents, large semi-circular arched windows on the gyound floor were 
decorated with a pedimented pilaster panel on floor level. On the second story, groups of 
three rectangular windows extended to the architrave. Inscribed in the frieze are the 
words "ERECTED IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED AND DEDICATED TO THE ADVANCEMENT OF 
LEARNING." Above each of the arched windows of the Carnegie Way facade names of famous 
writers such as : "Aesop, Homer, Virgil, Dante, Milton, Poe" are inscribed. The door is 
distinguished from the arched windows by a stairway and the sculptured relief of a face 
framed by a floral motif with Carnegie's name inscribed above.

According to specifications for the design competition "the entrance, the corridor 
and the stairway on the first floor are to be made attractive and monumental with the 
use of marble and ornamental plastering." Furniture and fireplaces were especially 
designed and built to be "simple, efficient and comfortable." A handsome central staircase 
was the chief architectural feature of the interior.

In 1949 the land adjacent to and behind the library was purchased with funds from a 
1946 bond issue. At this time the architectural frim of Toombs and Creighton started a 
$1,000,000 Library Improvement Plan. The interior was completely gutted, leaving only the 
Uncle Remus fireplace. A southwest annex built in 1943 was removed and a new four story 
building covered that area and the newly acquired adjoining property. A seven story stack 
building was built in what was thought to be originally a courtyard. On Falrlie Street, 
the gound was excavated and a drive-in bookmobile was added. Some alterations of the 
exterior Include a remodeling of the Forsyth Street entrance facade which originally had 
a beautiful stained glass window over the door. The windows on the top floor were length­
ened a foot or more; and the masonary panels on the arched windows were removed.

Following a bond issue in 1963, the architectural firm of Toombs, Amlsano and Wells 
again renovated the interior to utilize fully all interior space. Although the interior 
has been drastically changed the main entrance on Carnegie Way has retained its historical 
character.



[1 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC

—1400-1499
—1500-1599
—1600-1699
— 1700-1799
— 1800-1899 
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—ART
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^COMMUNICATIONS
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X.OTHER (SPECIFY)

History

SPECIFIC DATES 1899-1902 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Ackerman & Ross

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Carnegie Library has great significance to the cultural and architectural heritage 
of Atlanta. Established in 1902, it was the first free library supported by the people of 
any city in the state of Georgia. In choosing the design of the library, the object of the 
trustees was "to make the library the pride and boast of the people." The designs were 
judged for their practicality, arrangement and artistic merit. In the words of the trustee's 
"the whole plan is straight forward and simple, and the design is uniformly graceful and 
monumental."

Carnegie Library is an outgrowth of a small subscription library known as the "Young 
Mens Library Association of Atlanta." It was organized in 1863 by a bank teller from 
Milwaukee, Darwin Jones. A position on the library board was considered to be the hallmark 
of a young man's prominence. In 1897, Eugene Mitchell and other directors of the association 
convinced Carnegie Steel's southern representative in Atlanta to request help from 
Mr. Carnegie. Carnegie promptly agreed to give $100,000 for construction of a public library 
if the city would contribute $5,000 per year for maintenance and operation. Although the 
U.M.L.A. merged its Interest with the new library by giving its book collection, its Marietta 
Street building and its funds, the organization did not officially become extinct until 1924.

With proceeds from the sale of the old building and $1,000 raised by citizens, 
the U.M.L.A. purchased a "central and beautifully located" lot for $35,000 from the Unitarian 
Church at the comer of Forsyth and Church Street. Historically the site was the birthplace 
of Austin R. Davis, a gallant Georgian, who lost his life in the battle of Tslen Tsien in 
1912.

Plans for the building were chosen in competition limited to nine invited architects. 
Eight plans were submitted to the Special Jury of Award, consisting of: President of Y.M.L.A, 
Win. Kelly; librarian. Miss Wallace and Supervising Architect, Mr. J. H. Dinwiddle. The 
design selected is similar in style to the Free Library in Washington which was designed by 
the same architects: Ackerman and Ross.

Since its beginning, the Carnegie Library has been the center of literary activity in 
the southeast. Miss Ann Wallace, the first librarian, organized and obtained funds for a 

"Library Training School", which was the only school of its character in the south. Miss 
Wallace preceded a series of innovative librarians all of whom felt that "a public library 
is in a large sense the soul of a city. From it radiates a culture and knowledge that 
inspires a better city and community in which to live...." The library grew with Atlanta 
and changed with the times, adding branches, providing services to the blind and creating a 
bookmobile. During World War I and II the Library adjusted to meet the needs of wartime 
situation and created a War Information Center.

(continued)



EImajor bibliographical references
"A Century of Service", 1867-1967, Atlanta Public Library Report.
Atlanta Carnegie Library Report. 1900-1912, Omaha, Public Library, p.6.
Hinton, Fanny D., "Atlanta Remodeling Main", Library Journal, Dec. 5, 1949.
Nutting, James R., City Builder, Nov. 1924, "The Carnegie Library of Atlanta", p.7-10.
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The Carnegie Library has been one of the chief cultural assets of Atlanta. It 
has grown with Atlanta and it has changed as Atlanta changes. This historic library, 
one of the few remants of the Beaux Arts Classism style in Atlanta, is threatened with 
destruction. A bond issue in December of 1975 which allocated funds toward a new main 
library, will support the destruction of the Carnegie Library and the construction of a 
new "completely modern" library in its spot.
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Carnegie Library of Atlanta, Fulton County, Georgia 

Photographs from the files at the Atlanta Public Library:
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5. Photo
6. Photo
7. Photo
8. photo

Photographs taken by: David J. Kaminsky
Date: June, 1976
Negatives filed at: Department of Natural Resources

9. Stained glass window of Carnegie Library, exhibition at Atlanta Historical Society.
10. Interior of southeast reading room.
11. Exterior corner of Forsyth Street and Carnegie Way, taken from southeast.
12. Exterior Carnegie Way facade, looking east.
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“HOMAS O. MORELAND
COMMISSIONER 

STATE HIOMWAY ENGINES

EMORY C. PARRISH
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

department nf 'cEraxrspartatimi
' ^tatc of ODcargia 
^o- Z Cafritol ^qxtarc 

^Atlanta, (ieorgia 30334
HAL RIVES

A88T STATE MIOMWAY ENGINEER

DANIEL O. KELLY
TREASURER

April 9, 1976

Mr. David M. Sherman, Chief 
Historic Preservation Section 
Department of Natural Resources 
270 Washington Street, S. W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Dear Mr. Sherman:

In reference to your notice of March 18, 1976, we have reviewed the 
information on the proposed nomination of the Atlanta Public Library, 
Atlanta, Fulton County, to the National Register of Historic Places.

We find no conflict with approved transportation plans or proposed 
projects. However, it is requested that the highway rights of way 
not be nominated.

Yours very truly.

Russell L. Chapman, Jr., ^ E. 
Director- of Preconstruction

RLC/bl

cc: Floyd Hardy

b Vel., i V

nTioic z

;1



Department of 
Staff Services marEa ■X.

1300 Equitable Building 
100 Peachtree Street. N.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

April 16,

Mr. David Sherman
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Department of Natural Resources 
703-C Trinity-Washington Building 
270 Washington Street 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

1976
^CEIVED

SEP 2 0 1976

Subjec^^:National Register Nomination - Atlanta 
Public Library - SD 240

----
Dear David:
We have reviewed the proposed nomination of the Atlanta Public 
Library ahSTiavis-the following comments: ■ "

lv--The .MAR*TA rail rapid transit line in subway: <if ljuil-t 
with tunnel construction) will be 50 feet away from 

^tihe'closest-edge of-the library and 110 feet deep.

the-MARTA-rail rapid transit line in subway (if built 
with cut and cover construction) will be 55 feet away 
from the closest edge of the library and 45 feet deep.

3. with either the tunnel or cut and cover construction 
method, there is not--expected to be-any effect of 
vibration or other means, on the Atlanta Public Library.

If I can provide any further assistance in this regard, please 

contact me.
Sincerely

E. W. (Castellani 
Manager of Urban Planning

EWC/bp

Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority

.>*1
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ATLANTA URBAN DESIGN COMMISSION / Committee Room 4 / City Hall / Atlanta. Georgia 30303 / telephone (404) 658-6100

June 1/ 1976

- Mr. David Sherman, Chief 
■^Historic Preservation Section 
_ Georgia Dept, of Natural Resources 
'270 Washington Street, S. W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

-Dear Mr. Sherman:

The Atlanta Urban Design Commission, by action taken at its regular meeting of 
'May 27, 1976, recommends to you that the Carnegie Library Building, at 126 
iCamegie Way, N . W., is not eligible for the National Register of Historic 
■piaces, except for the front facade of the original building. This recommendation 
is based on the criteria for placement on the National Register.

This action is taken pursuant to your request for comments to the City of Atlanta 
made March 18, 1976. The Commission apologizes for this belated response and 
hopes that our comments may yet be of some help.

Sincerely,

H, Randal Roark, AIA, AlP 
Chairman, Urban Design Commission

Ac
cc; Mayor Maynard Jackson l^lCEiVEt)

JUN 4 1976 

HlSTCivlC PRcSJlRVAtlON
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June IB, 1976

Mr. H. Randal Roark, AIA, AIP 
Chalnaan, Urban Design Conaaiaslon 
Comnitteo Room 4, City Hall 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Randyt
The staff appreciates your revies? and conoent on the eligibility of th. dSegU L^SrTBulldi Bcr inclualc on f«

Historic Places. Only complete structures can be added to tl.e Register. 
Thi^ office considers the building despite its altered Interior to be 
eligible. The Georgia Review CoErsiosion at its June 17th S n^nate the Library to the national Register, and the
wiU shortly be forwarded to the Ilational Register office in Washington for 

review.
. Sincerely,

David M. Sherman, Chief 
Historic Preservation Section

I»iS:llk
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Hon. Herman E. Talmadge 
Bon. Sam Nona 
Bon. Aadraw Toimg 
Regional Director, Southeast 

Region

/ 880 MMott/row 11/2/76

State Historic Praaaruatlon Officer 
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M- '^nxlftxxn, 3r.
secretary of state

xxl ^tntx 
Stat? Capital 

<^tla«ta
30334

April 21, 1977

^tm 'P.
ASSISTANT

Honorable Gary Everhardt 
Director
National Park Service 
Oiited States Department 

of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240
Dear Mr. EvgjdaetECffT*

Thank you so much for your nice letter under date of x,- ^^
April 15, 1977. I doubt that anything will be done bo preserve &
anything of the Carnegie Library. I agree with you that it 
should be preserved in some way, especially the facade. Ihe 
feeling here in Atlanta seems to be that if it has to be tom 
down for MAREA, then tear it down!

I am grateful for your interest.

With kindest regards, I am
Very si

‘tary of State

it 
2

I #% ^1976 S
da.
P^1776 0
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^architectural style(s);
CXvtS

^landscape architect/garden designer; ^interior decorator; ^ artist

^architect . hmaster builder:

^artisan:

^engineer;

^builder/contractor:

I^NAMES'^personal;
give role & date

events:

INSTITUTIONAL:

^NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-u^, 2i>toir[€i^x rtctTM^wlAiT, hfl?)3€d Vtxf, c£ji/\^ roiMf\6-Mch&i CMtr^Ce 
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y^Axed Joule coli'rvv*^, ^YcKvVrAVfe toiH'- frlerzA. ; rvdherfoY rcMoclelcd <xw<i svo aiAAT-

"tiovb.Xgti^<Acted, ; UW AjAdA-tio^vb *| wd^e-irior irev\no\;^ctT3d, 114'^ . f^>eaux. Ari?.. fiv^b-jree, |3ubl'cly 

‘SUppov'ted^libr&.i^ Wa •, op lvVe>r<My «uohO\^.
Oltxc^ C<2.by

reviewers _date IIF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED. NUMBERS. PUT ON REVERSEI
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(Resource Name) (Reference Number[sJ) (Dale form completed)
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STATUS;
1. MISSING 2. REMOVED/3. NHL___ 4. TR

DEMOLISHED
5. MRA 6. OVER­

SIZED
7. NPS - 8. DOE - 9. RESTRICTED

UNDOCUMENTED OWNER OBJECTION

EXPLANATION:

1. Missing Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ); Map(s) ( ); Photos ( )
Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( )
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(Cause for removal) (Date Removed)

3. / /
(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name) (Date Designated)

4.
(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location)

(TR or MRA Name)

5.
(If multi-state/county MRA, state/county where filed and location)

6.
(Location of oversize file)

7. / /
(Current source of partial documentation) (Target Date)

COMMENTS; / /
(Where found, or source of replacement)
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Locator Card

(Date Found/Replaced)
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