
Form No. 10-300 (Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

mK SHEET
. 1 o'RECEIVEQ

■liiiiiiii
,uN 1 c mPATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS

Bname
HISTORIC

Fairvue iXSa-C^(L FrariKhr)
AND/OR COMMON y

0LOCATION
STREET SNUMB^,^,

Hiqhwav 31,A miles south of Gallatin —NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN ___

Gallatin _X. VICINITY OF
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Fourth
STATE

Tennessee %T s»
CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY
—DISTRICT
^BUILDING(S)
—STRUCTURE
—SITE
—OBJECT

OWNERSHIP
—PUBLIC
J^PRIVATE

—BOTH
PUBLIC ACQUISITION

—IN PROCESS 
—BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS
^OCCUPIED

—UNOCCUPIED 
—WORK IN PROGRESS

ACCESSIBLE
X-YES: RESTRICTED 
— YES: UNRESTRICTED 
—NO

PRESENT USE
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
—COMMERCIAL —PARK
—EDUCATIONAL X-PR'VATE RESIDENCE 
—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS
—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—MIUTARY —OTHER:

lOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

_____ Mrs. W. H. Wemyss
STREET*. NUMBER

Nashville Highway
CITY. TOWN

Gallatin VICINITY OF

QlOCATION of legal DESCRIPTION

STATE
Tennessee

COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Register of Deeds, Sumner County
STREET & NUMBER

Sumner County Courthouse
CITY. TOWN

Fial latin
STATE

Tennessee
[REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

_____Historic American Buildings SurveyDATE

1936, 1971
DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS Library Of Congress

JCFEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL

OTY, TOWN
Washington

STATE
District of Columbia

'ti----- -



DESCRIPTION
CONDITION

JCEXCELLENT TeStOred —deteriorated 
—GOOD —RUINS
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE
—UNALTERED
-XALTERED

CHECK ONE
-X^ORIGINALSITE 
—MOVED DATE-
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Fairvue is a fairly typical example of the classic revival style house built by 
Tennessee's wealthy second generation, during the nineteenth century. Isaac 
Franklin purchased the land located in the blue grass region of Middle Tennessee 
and built a manor house there above the Cumberland river in 1832. He also built 
twenty-five of the original brick structures located on the two thousand acre 
plantation including the community for housing his slaves and for sustaining 
his agriculture and horse raising enterprises.

The two and one half story manor house features hand made brick, flemish bond, on 
the west and east front, brick foundation and bearing wall and partially raised 
full basement. Overall dimensions of the 1832 house are 32' by 74'. The struc­
tural system includes framing, 4" x 12" poplar floor joist at two feet on center.
Identical east and west entrances feature Greek revival style two-story portico 
with single story Ionic capitol columns, carved wood balustrades, simple trian­
gular pediment roof and open areaways to the basement. Twin chimneys constructed 
with parapet connecting walls are located on the north and south face of the 
structure. Their location is consistent with the four-room center hall plan.
The gable roof with standing seam metal roof covering is enhanced by wood dormers 
with curved pediment style roof. The predominant Federal Style influence is 
reflected in the main profile and by the architectural treatment of the facade 
and window spacing. Stone lintels above the sash type windows feature extended 
ears with carved star motif. The same motif is repeated in the main doorway 
fanlight. The first floor plan is repeated on the second story and basement 
level. The third floor features eight individual storage rooms.

Isaac Franklin married in 1839. After his marriage he increased the service 
area and added a second story adjacent to the south wall. The location of the 
original twin kitchens and smoke house determined the shape of the addition.
These rooms were recessed behind an open loggia. The second story loggia provided 
an access to the second story rooms. The ell addition measures 32' x 74'. The 
style is attributed to New Orleans style architecture.
Identical formal entrances are located at either end of the main hall. The 
main staircase features a large brass newel post, re-discovered by Mrs. Wemyss 
during the restoration. Double parlors with imported black marble mantels are 
located on the north end of the house. A side hall served to divide the dining 
rooms and library located south of the main hall. A service stair leads to the 
second and third floor rooms. A stairway located in the ell leads to the rooms 
located above. During more recent times, the open loggia has become a partially 
enclosed gallery. Ash flooring appears on the first floor, poplar on the second 
floor. Doors are seven feet high, three feet four inches wide. Wooden doors 
feature recessed panels. Wall paper and plaster appear above the 2' 11" high 
wainscot. Notable hardware includes 5" x 8" brass door locks. Fairvue has been 
restored and remains in keeping with its original appearance. Some of the original 
rooms serve new uses and modern plumbing has been added.
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A description of the plantation in Isaac Franklin's day is contained in the 
deposition of Lewis!. White in the 918 page Succession of Isaac Franklin.
White, a house carpenter, worked for Franklin about five years. He describes 
sixteen slave houses built about 1834 and laid off in the plan of a small town to 
house most of the 125 to 140 slaves at Fairvue, with an overseer's house in the 
center, a smoke house, blacksmith shop, and carpenter shop, all built of brick. 
Nearby were a brick barn, a carriage house with four rooms and two-story gallery, 
a mill, a frame hospital, springhouse, and conservatory for flowers and shrubbery. 
The overseer's house, carpenter shop, springhouse and three of the brick slave 
quarters remain. The immense stone brood-mare barn with its one eighth mile 
enclosed exercise track was built by Charles Reed. Stalls are lined with oak 
and the metal roof was imported from England. Reed used bricks from the original 
garden wall built around the ice house, to build individual stallion barns along 
the entrance drive. Each stall has finished oak paneling. Five of these are 
still standing. The Wemyss' restored the original garden wall using bricks found 
on the property.
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Isaac Franklin, a native Tennessean, was born near the site of theplantation he 
operated between 1832-1846. Franklin was a wealthy cotton broker and slave 
trader. He served in the War of 1812. Following the War he and his brother 
entered the slave trading market and established headquarters in Alexandria, 
Virginia. His business dealings extended to markets located in Natchez and 
New Orleans. He married Adelicia Hayes of Nashville in 1839. Deciding to become 
a planter, he bought several plantations in Louisiana. The Franklins spent their 
summers at Fairvue where their horses, grain and cattle were raised, and winters 
in West Feliciana Parish, Louisiana, where he raised cotton. Franklin died in 
1846. His wealth included vast land holdings totaling more than 10,000 acres.
He owned six plantations in Louisiana. Franklin was buried at Fairvue in a 
massive stone vault decorated with a winged-orb-serpent entablature design.
The similarity of its design to the design employed in William Strickland's 
Egyptian revival style Presbyterian churqh in Nashville has created speculation 
about its origin. Franklin was a member of this congregation. Fragments of 
his stone vault remain at Fairvue. Adelicia Franklin married Colonel Joseph A.S. 
Acklen three years after Franklin's death. His wealthy widow retained control 
of Fairvue until the time it was sold to Charles Reed in 1882.
Charles Reed lived at Fairvue until his estate was sold in 1908. Reed, who had 
been born Charles Weed, had changed his given name when his prominent family 
disowned him for running ships between New Orleans and England for the South 
during the Civil War. Previously his wife, a lady in waiting to Queen Victoria, 
had been disowned for her marriage to Reed. Reed became prominent in banking 
and racing horses and his New York home was a meeting place for actors and 
politicians of his day. A prominent turfman, Reed developed Fairvue plantation 
into a nationally known stock farm for breeding horses. Reed made lavish expen­
ditures in the construction and operation of his enterprise. He obtained the 
most famous racehorse of his day, and brought him to Fairvue. St. Blaise, winner 
of the English Derby was purchased by Reed for $110,000. Horses from Fairvue 
were bred for many famous stables, including the major portion for the Whitney 
Stables in the eighties and nineties.
From 1929-1931, Fairvue became part of the Grasslands Project. This enormous 
horse racing project was backed by wealthy industrialists including William 
du Pont, John Hay Whitney and Julius Fleischmann. One of the finest steeplechase 
courses in America was built with stabling for three hundred horses. After two great 
years of international steeplechase events at Fairvue, the depression caused 
dissolution of the Foundation. The property was eventually sold to Mr. and Mrs.
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William Wemyss. Mr. Wemyss was do-founder of the shoe company that is now 
Genesco. The Wemyss began restoration work at Fairvue in 1939. It remains 
as one of the most impressive estates in Tennessee, an excellent example of 
the architecture of the classic revival style in the state during the first 
half of the nineteenth century.
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STATE OF TENNESSEE

TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION
170 SECOND AVENUE, NORTH 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37201 
TELEPHONE (615) 741-2371

LAWRENCE C. HENRY, Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer April 14, 1975

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:
Enclosed please find the forms necessary for the nomination of 
Fairvue to the National Register of Historic Places.
If additional information is needed, please let me know.

Sincer^y yours.

Lawrence C. Henry
LCH/HLH/11
Enc.
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architectural style: classical •^vwal-<& eL&MEMts
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landscap^garden designer; 
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engineer; 
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Brick, 2^ stories, central block with L-shaped side wing, gabled and hipped roof 

sections, interior and exterior end chimneys, segmental-arched pedimented dormers; 

front and rear center full-height pedimented Ionic entrance pi^ticos with 1st- and 

2nd-story double-door entrances, each with fanlight and sidelights; finely detailed 

classical interiors; S service ell with 1st- and 2nd-story arcade added and structure

^tered, l839j restored. Neo-Classical and Georgian Revival elements. Built for

Isaac Franklin, wealthy state cotton broker and slave trader; during early 20th C.
/

became prominent stock farm for horse breeding and served briefly as site of 

international steeplechase events.
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