
1

United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

801 19TH STREET, N. W. 
WASfflNGTON, D. C. 20006

IN REPLY REFER TO: NATIONAL REGISTER NEWSLETTER

March, 1970 

VOLUME II ---- NO. 10

Dodge House Destroyed

The Walter Luther Dodge House in West Hollywood (Los Angeles County), 
California, fell victim to the wrecker's ball on February 9. An 
article about the demolition appeared in the Los Angeles Times the 
following day, and a copy was sent to the National Register by Raymond 
Girvigian, California's State Preservation Coordinator for the American 
Institute of Architects. The Riviera Management Corporation, Inc., 
of Torrance, California, had recently purchased the house. The land 
on which it stood will become the site of an apartment complex.

Urban Renewal Projects

There have been properties nominated to the National Register in the 
past month which are located in areas slated for urban renewal. After 
reviewing such a form, a National Register staff member must then 
telephone the State Liaison Officer involved and attempt to ascertain 
the exact stage of development of the urban renewal plans. Therefore, 
State Liaison Officers and their staff members (and any other persons 
who complete the Inventory-Nomination forms) are asked to send all 
details of a proposed urban renewal project with the submission.
Such details as date of contracts and phase of the renewal plans are 
important in making a determination concerning the applicability of 
Section 106 of P.L. 89-665.

A similar procedure should be followed with regard to proposed high­
ways. In order to receive Section 106 protection, districts, build­
ings, or sites in urban renewal areas or along proposed highways 
must have been signed onto the Register prior to the signing of 
construction or demolition contracts.

Guide To Architectural Styles

Several states have requested assistance from the National Register 
office when writing architectural descriptions on the Inventory- 
Nomination forms. The most common difficulty appears to be the proper 
identification of architectural styles. Consequently, the National 
Register staff stongly suggests that each state survey staff arm itself 
with a copy of a book by Marcus Whiffen titled American Architecture 
Since 1780; A Guide to the Styles. The book was published in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, by the M.I.T. Press (1969) and sells for $6.50.



Arrangement of Independent Cities in State Registers

When compiling state registers of historic places, staff members 
may be uncertain about the placement of independent cities. The 
National Register has been arranged alphabetically by county within 
each state. Independent cities appear as equals of the counties. 
Their location in the list is determined only by spelling.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY-NOMINATION FORM fa/ Uljll2;358

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections - use continuation sfceeiO _____
1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC COD'^^ssl^tted by NFS) ■/

Walter Luther Dodge House
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN

California Los Angeles Hollywood District
STREET AND NUMBER (or District-Site boundaries)

950 N. Kings Road

3. PRESENT STATUS
OWNER’S NAME AND ADDRESS (Street, number, town, state)

Lytton Financial Corporation, 8150 Sxinset Boulevard^ Los Angeles^ ^
(Property for sale by same, 1968) ' ^ ........ ' ’ r

-TJTC} ZT^' - 4-USE {'Specify)

Used as office space by Adele Faulknqr 'afad Associates, A.I.D.,, ,,t s ‘ jac', •' ^ ■

;j, . "L ■ , ■■■ , r a j c '■ ...s^ X ■

.0 ,.-Orr)p P7.ip-..i. ...y{r3'(^SI£
^ ; c;:. .iDSq'':: =.;o qibf jifGr^

y:. ;;;; l ; i.S:)?rbi' >\J
i' i«orj ' Oft' i.'O'L

c; ■ .L i...3 0 j, ;> 'i&i a j f
Access.,LEroBu«L,cr- : Qicupants mder no obligation fjrom ^

;; ':,.c j OL i,.’ox r. ; owner to show the house. ■
;, ■ : ■ ^ X J.,C. * , : , . , . , ■■ ' 0;jr-

L ^ L a " ' : A .3

4. LEGAL RECORD
LOCATION OF CURRENT PROPERTY TITLE(S) - NAME AND ADDRESS (Courthouse, Registry of Deeds, Etc.)

Hall of Records, 320 W. Temple St., Los Angeles, Calif,
Lot 8 and southerly 10’ of Lot 7, Block 1, Tract 2679. 
Book 27, page 38 *

APPROX. ACREAGE

2 3/4

5. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

NAME AND DATE OF SURVEy ; 1
(Federal^ State, Local,‘Etc.) ^ i i'

’NAME AND ADDRESS OF^ORGANIZATION'

.1 , RETAINING SURVEY RECORDS ; . | ^

A. .. , ' , u .J ;

C -i • 7 . . ' (,' ■ / ■

J ■ ,i V I.'i_ . j: . , ■ 1 " j. .i., f 7 ■ '

A. A. - ■ . ! ■

y i i, . ' j j ■ ‘' , -' .Cn

' ^ : J ... ■ ■ s- T L .,0-

B. A ; ! C ■ L . ■ ‘ . J • ■A.Lu ' ; J 4

■J , ' LvjQ , ' ; t /■ j J i-OLM.Ic -- /i.
, i" Ly ... i. .. : . 1 ' 4.J. X’ ^ C , c- c-

B. Ai,i 4' .. 1 ! i.A.; ^ ^ i ■' ■ L ■ c. A.

-..4 ^ : a‘:, ; , ■'C' :a -j ■- ■ 4 , ^y ,<u-

■ ,r4 A, . C A .. >,,£..4^: ‘ , 'i ; A:

c. A jvu ■ . V 4 ‘ L LQ i. L ' A- ]

» : . , , » - . . . .. . ,
i 1 ^ ^ . . J,,

C. 4. , 4 ; ...L . A,/. VA' A ’ : Ai L ,

; f ; .. -■/ a;. " ;a. aa ,, ■ ‘

^ 4- yi . ; J, .. 4, ^

6. CLASSIFICATION AAA
i

■ 'A ..........r ” A ' ■ • ' ■ '

" CATEGORY MAJOR SIGNIFICANCE IN LEVEL OjF SIGNIFICANCE

a^STRICT HISTORY Cj

SITE S ' ■ ARCHITECTURE ‘ [Xj NATIONAL , \jLi C.' ^ •
1---- 1

- BUI LDING
S > A ARCHEOLOGY [^' f r ... STATE LJ •

1—1
STRUCTURE □ CULTURE lZ] LOCAL 1__ 1

OBJECT □ n(Other)

J
’T............. : .VXi'..

■'



7. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
DESCRIBE THE ORIGINAL (■// known) AND PRESENT CONDI Tl ON

Excellent condition except foir recent damage to two ceilings ftom plumb­
ing leaks. Interiors need painting—and with some regard for the arch­
itectural spaces.
Two-story reinforced concrete house with i-story servants* wing and at­
tached 3-car garage; basement under 2-story block. First floor; vesti­
bule, hall, morning room, living room, hame room, dining room, breakfast 
room, kitchen, servants' rooms (partition removed between two); 2nd f1:
4 bedrooms, three baths and double bath with 2 dressing rooms. U-shape 
plan for main block, the recess a raised porch on north, continuing 
around the west side; all rooms except breakfast room open onto the recesse 
patio and porch. Slab floors, built up with sleepers with oak floors on 
1st and 2nd story. Slab roof with composition roofing over. Main en­
trance on south through porte cochere; arched wall encloses a dining court 
on south. 8" sandwich concrete walls with felt membrance enclosed in 
steel lattice at core. Vacuum cleaner outlets in each room connect with 
furnace in basement; skylighted kitchen, halls and baths; metal window 
frames and mulllons cast in place. ^E. McCoy^

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
^ INCLUDE HISTORY. PERSONAGES. EVENTS, MAJOR SOURCES OF INFORMATION. ETC.

*^'0111* s finest house remaining since the destruction of the La Jolla
Scripps house by the La Jolla Museum. It is the culmination of ten years 
of experimental work toward finding an aesthetic for concrete, develop­
ing a technology for concrete (his inventions have now become standard 
practice). He was one of the early U.S. technologists, searching out 
repeatable forms and details; when he had perfected a form or a detail 
he repeated it until he found a better solution. What was good for the 
high-budget house was also used for social housing; he made no distinc­
tion. His simple cubic forme, from which extended rough timber ramadas, 
were derived from indigenous adobes, and the floor plan of the Dodge house 
derives from the plan-around-a-court of Ramona's Marriage Place. Gill 
was one of the few non-tangentlal architects in the U.S. His style had 
precedents but he brought to his work a Puritanism and an aesthetic sense 
baded on the mechanics of building that made him a true original.
9. CERTIFICATION
FORM PREPARED BY: (Name, organization)

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PRO^^RTY IS INCLUDED IN THE 
NATION/

let, Utrice or Arcneoiogy & Aistor

the iyaffonaiT^^sterJ

STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National 
Register and certify that it has been evaluated according 
to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National 
Park Service

X
NAME
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM h i

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ' ,

...... '

'368 F

1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC ________________________NUMERIC CODE (Aastgned by NPS} '/

. " '
V7alter Luther Dodge House
2. LOCATION
STATE

California
COUNTY

Lbs Angeles
TOWN

Hollywood District
STREET AND NUMBER

950 N. Kings Road

3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE DATE SCALE

Xv^cMut

Lee tii-j-cues C-:uS - IT47
. V' t1 =

requirements; property boundaries, where required, and north arrow

_J------—^Ao^LbA

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Aasttned by NPS)

Walter Luther Dodge House Arch.
6 - H ~ 0‘I - CrtfxDf

2. LOCATION
STATE

Callfoinia
COUNTY

Los Angeles
TOWN

Los Angeles
STREET AND NUMBER

950 N. Kings Road

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT

DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

J-Iai vin Rand
4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

/

A
3

5-

L.
7

Xo urh*
uJ0$T

7~.

I. -.ih'ii', ,v,;4:tA/ ,



















STATE OF CALIFORNIA-RESOURCES AGENCY RONALD REAGAN, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
P.O. BOX 2390 
SACRAMENTO 95811

!■'/-

r-’’:

fe,;''-.'.

November 1, I968

Mr. William J. Miirtagh
Keeper of the National Register
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
801 - 19th Street N. W.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

Attached you vd-ll find an emergency nomination to the National 
Register. This concerns the Walter Luther Dodge House, in Los 
Angeles, which was recently recorded under the H.A.B.S. program.

Its placement upon the Register is considered most Tirgent 
because local plans for its demolition are said to be progressing 
at an alarming pace, and its only means of guaranteed suinnLval 
is dependent upon national recognition.

If supplemental material is required in support of this request, 
please contact me immediately.

Penn Jr.
State Liaison Officer
National Register - California

t-.
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I'., * :BiLie Monday:
5lri Los Angeles

ry ADA LOUISE IlUXTAtLE 
' ANOTllEK Monday morn-

*'• • /v. . ____ •______ J«_J\. ing wrecking has de- 
...................\i H'C) VY I iHHji •»»»*'*V,_slroyed Irving Gill’s 

^ 1916 Dodge House in
‘^.‘Xos Angeles, considered one 

of the 15 mo;.l, significant 
’'-'.liouses in the history of 

;■ .American domestic architec- 
' turc. (After Saturday, early 
,;>Ionday is the most popular 
"irtimt for landmark demolition. 
’ . It has the obvious virtue of 
?' catching people napping, 

while avoiding overtime 
^ rates.)
;A;l'The fight to save the 
,ybodge House failed, and 
/ there are two good reasons 

' for telling tiic story now. One 
/.'■fs the obvious, tragic com- 
: :mentai-y on how wo throw 

’./nur national heritage away. 
;:,.Tlie other is the really rc- 

• volting way in which it hap- 
■pened, which offers an all-

'./.loo-dear link between the
’’state of our society and our 

'.'culture. Take a venal and 
■' uncaring officialdom ihcrcas- 

,ingly pressed for operating 
'■■‘Lnds, add conventional real 
•'■■estate mores, and the story 
'■ alnio.st tells icsclf. The com- 
' bination is enough to radical- 
■ ize a conservative. It docs 
‘• something to c.vpiain the cri- 
= ‘sis of confidence between

people and government, and
5,-- -'people and real estate—a 

■profession which finds itself, 
■ in its growi.ng battles with 
-the public conscience,- in­

creasingly without respect or 
■^crc-donce. (Who cares, with 
' i. pocket full of money?)

perimcutal architecture -of 
rcinfurccd concrete." There 
is a quotation from Lewis 
Mumford: “Irving Gill was 
beyond doubt one of the 
great leaders of inodein ar- 
chitcclurc, worthy to rank 
.with Sullivan. Wrigiit and 
M.ayhccl: . . . examples of 
his v/ork are so few that 
their preseivation should be 
a matter of national concern 
as well as local pride.” 

Esther McCoy, a leading 
architectural historian and 
specialist on West Coast 
building, features Gill in her 
authoritative book, “Five 
California Architects.” The 
Dodge House, with its com­
plete garden and rare plant­
ings, was his rnasterwork.

. . .The story might as well 
be told substantially as it 
appears in the documents of 
the Historic American Build­
ings Survey. With the Na­
tional negistcr, the HAES is 
the Federal Government’s of­
ficial record and recognition 
of the country’s historical 
and architectural landmarks. 
The Walter Luther Dod.gc 
House, built for a wealthy 
manufarturcr of a "tired 
feet” remedy, appears in 
both.
'■This l.s the HABS summary 

evaluation. "The Dodge 
Hou-:6 is an unusually wcll- 
rr.s-crvcd (.sic) er.a.nple of 
the archileclure of Irving 
Gill; it is a culmin.^ition of 
his genius, a rare example 
of the early manifestations 
of the International Style, 
and also one of the great 
monuments of the early cx-

To continue with the HABS 
account. “In 1924, the house 
was sold ('oy the Dodges) to 
T. Monison McKenna and 
Anita K. McKenna for $125,- . 
Obi). The Los Angeles High 
School District condemned ' 
tlic property in 1939, an ac­
tion fougiit without success 
by the McKennas. On .Tune 6, 
1939, the property passed to 
the High School District, the 
McKennas . being paid $69,- 
000. The High khool Dis­
trict, after making a survey 
of high sclioo! age students 
in the area, found that_ it 
was not needed as a high 
school site and transferred 
title to the Junior College 
District.”

From 1951 to 1932, tlie 
house had mixed and desul­
tory educational use. In 1933, 
the Board of Education de­
clared the property surplus. 
Later that year, the Board of 
Supervisors approved the re­
zoning of the street and prop­
erty for higher density, re­
flecting other area changes, 
to make it a prime specu­
lative development property.

In spite of protests, includ­
ing a proposal by the Ameri­
can Institute of Architects; 
for an architectural and his­
torical library in the build­
ing, in 1965 the Board of 
Education put the Dodge 
house and grounds Up for 
auction. It sit a minimum 
bid of 3773,009 on the prop­
erty Ih'.t it '.laJ paid 3C9,000 
for" after condemnation for 
a school site it didn’t need,’ 
according to a survey taken 
after the forced sale. Both 
rezoning and disposition took

r'
I
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The Dodge House as a landmark, top, ns a real estate investment, below
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place with full knowledge ot 
the nature of the building, 
and of the movement for its 

. preservation that began im­
mediately after it was de­
clared surplus property.

As news of the threat of 
demolition spread, the ap­
proximately 1,000 American 
and foreign students, archi­
tects and historians that vis­
ited the house annually more 
than tripled. - The preserva­
tion campaign was backed 
by the California Art Com­
mission, the City Council of 
Los Angeles, the I.os Angeles 
County Board of Supervisors, 
the Cultural Heritage Eo.ard 

; of . Los Angeles and leading 
historians and critics.

After some postponements 
..under public pres.sure, the 

Board of Education sold the 
property to the Lylton Sav­
ings and Loan Association 
for $500,000 in 1E3S, Ac­
cording to Mrs. McCoy, Bart 
Lytton, head of the compa­
ny, made a verbal agreement, 
publicized at that time, to 
save the house,’ which gave 
Lytton preference over an­
other buyer. Lytton Savings 
and Loan became Equitable 
Savings and Loan and Mr. 
Lytton died.

sold to the Riviera Manage­
ment Company of Torrance, 
Calif., which declined com­
ment on how the property 
would bo used.

. Mrs. McCoy says that Equi­
table di.spused of the house 
"so di-screetly” that the 
public was not i,-mnediatcly 
aware of the sale. 'The office 
of Charles Wellman, presi­
dent, refused to say who had 
bought it, but the County 
Assessor’s office did. The 
new owner, Ldviera, answered 
no telephone calls or regis­
tered letters from preserve-' 
tionists or the A.I.A.”

Equitable declared its in­
tention to sell. It would not 
say th.at a buyer would be 
selected v/ho would not de­
stroy the house. Toe Ciiizen.3 
Committee for the Dodge 
Jlouse brought suit to pre­
vent sale and demolition, and 
lost. Shortly after. Equitable

Michael J. Elliott, execu­
tive director, of the Southern 
California Chapter of the 
American Institute of Archi­
tects has written of efforts 
to find and contact the buy­
er. "Riviera Management has 
no telephone listing and Tor­
rance City Hall could give 
us no information about a 
business license for the firm 
. . ." They could not find 
any incorporation. (Just in­
cidentally, when will real 
estate companies have to list 
their names, addresses and 
principals like real people? 
In New York, pursuit of de­
linquent owners more often 
tlian not leads to a dummy 
corporation. Another reason 
wiiy r.-.rl estat* l.’.eks cre­
dence.)

Mr. Elliott succeeded In 
meeting with Riviera repre­
sentatives on Friday, Feb. 6, 
and reports that he was told

they had no 'definite plans 
for the site. "I mentioned a 
proposed historic casement 
and that plans had been 
drawn to allow commercial 
develop.ment and ictcntion of 
the site and buildings. I of­
fered to discuss these with 
them and they seemed recep­
tive, but wanted to talk to 
the other partners. I left the 
meeting , (Friday) believing 
we would have cooperation 
even though they did hot 
commit themselves..."

The bulldozer moved in 
unannounced the following 
Monday morning. F>b. 9, in 
pouring rain.

On Thursday, Feb. 12, 1-iO 
UCL.A students came to the 
Dodge House site- on an 
architectural field trip that . 
had been planned by the 
school last November. The 
tour became a wake.

When Gill designed, the 
Dodge House he wrote, "We 
should build our house sim­
ple. plain and subst.antial as 
a boulder, then leave the 
ornamentation of it to nature, 
who will trim it with lichens, 
chisel it with storms, make 
it gracious and friendly with 
vines and flower shadows as 
she does the stone in the 
meadow." From his teacher, 
Louis Sullivan, he had 
Ic.irncd tiiat architecture is 
"the luminous idea of sim- 
pliciLy.”

Ho sjiould have added, do 
not leave it to city officials 
or real estate developers. It 
is all rubble now.
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Demolition climaxed a seven-year struggle by the Southern California 

Chapter of the American Institute of Architects and preservationist^
c.

to save the treasured landmark. The AIA chapter has already demanded 

a new Los Angeles County ordinance to protect historic structures.

Designed by Irving Gill, who apprenticed under Louis Sullivan, the 

Dodge House was internationally recognized as years ahead of its time.

A progressive blend of Spanish mission and modern style, the two-story,

16-room mansion was one of the first to use reinforced concrete.

The 54-year-old home had such futuristic features as skylights in the 

kitchen and bathrooms, a central vacuum system, even an overhead carwash 

in the garage.

"The Dodge House is just the latest tragic example of this kind of 

cultural vandalism that robs America of its historic landmarks," commented 

James Biddle, President of the National Trust for Historic Preservation.

Other officially registered national historic landmarks that have been 

destroyed recently, said Mr. Biddle, iiTclude the Grand Rapids (Michigan) 

City Hall, the Lycoming (Pennsylvania) City Courthouse, the Docring Barn 

in Portland (Maine), seven houses in the West High Street Historic District 

in Lexington (Kentucky), and the General Worth Hotel in Hudson (New York). 

All of these, Biddle pointed out, have been designated as properties 

worth saving, and they v;crc given protection under the law.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA-RESOURCES AGENCY RONALD REAGAN, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
P.O. BOX 2390 
SACRAMENTO 95811

December 13, 1968

Mr. William J, Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic 

PreseiTFation 
801 19th Street, N. W.
Washington, D. G, 20006

Dear Mr. Murtagh;
&iclosed you will find ei^t (8) photographs of the Whiter Luther 
Dodge House recently submitted in an emergency action for place­
ment upon the National Register of Historic Places. Inadver­
tently they were misfiled and did not accompany the forms sent to 
you on November 1; copies of which we enclose. Please accept our 
apology.

Sincerely,

William Penn Mott, Jr. 
Director

enc.
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16r. Williaa Penn Mott, Jr.
Director
Department of Parka and Recreation 
P.O. Box 2390
Sacranento, California 95811
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Dear Mr. Motts '-I-'.

This to acknowledge your letter of Deeeaiier 13, enclosing 

eight photographs of the Walter Uither l^ge lioiioe,. UmobAc 

ytsia very jmch*

: Sincerely yours.
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Jerry L, Rogers

.^. •. ;.-. j.-

'.vc4 ■ '•■>.;

-:*v /Jerry Rogers 
Assistant Keeper imrc^ 

the National Register
■ t" V
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LOS ANGELES CALIF 22 I43A PST
MRS PAT NIXON 

THE WHITE HOUSE
DEAR MRS NIXON THE DODGE HOUSE A CULTURAL MONUMENT ON THE NATIONAL 

REGISTER AS OF NOVEMBER 22 1968 WILL BE DESTROYED IF WE DO NOT 

GET YOUR HELP TO SAVE IT. CHARLES WELLMAN PRESIDENT OF 

EQUITABLE SAVINGS AND LOAN CAN NO LONGER SAVE THIS HOUSE AND 

WANTS TO SELL IT TO SPECULATIVE BUILDERS WE NEED YOUR HELP DESPERATELY. 
PC: CONSULT WITH THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE IN REGARDS

3-i
'5

I

3>i

I
i__

■ ■ ' ■

V ' 'V. :

■ ..S'

I '.'I■-1

-■.S



n _:t
5

4 3

TO THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS NATIONAL MONUMENT
CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR THE DODGE HOUSE 3079 ST GEORGE 3,
LOSA.
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tiM Italtftr l,«tiM7 9e4ft mam.
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tbm Sodgfi Omm it oaudAnrtd tbt fliictk tunrivlae of tiM
iN>vk of wrebitoet Xrviog 0111, « Mjor pioMor of tb« mimm arnmamt, 
•ad ta iaoovttor ia atiag eoaeroto la tettot ooutxaetioo. Wacmm 
kbit ttractuat it liqp^taat la «Im hittoqr «f imariam ar^tootiuM 
it «at BOBlaattd tw tte Batloaal lte«lttor of BittiHrio Plaett hf tb* 
California stato Idaiata, Offiemr tad plaead oa tiM Haglttor aftaa 
psofoMloMl nvlav br tte Batiaaal Faxti Oorvloe.
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Propertlea aro plasod ia tte Batloaal tegiatar of Blatorie Placet 
by virtac of their aatioaal. State, or local tigalficaace la dMtiaaa 
bittory, aieteeOQsy, arebiteetare, tad ealtare. ^Vka Batloaal 
Bodtter proeldea aa aatbarltativt guide by eblcb Fedeial, State 
tad local goveraaeatt, tad prlmto fom* «ad eitlteat evexyutefe, 
aay kaoe that tbonld be proteeted ftea daatinittiea or iafairnint.
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'•,■ :ff- 'XPx^rtiea la tte BatiOBal Begleter axe proteeted by the Hlttorio 
PwaervatloB Act of 1966 (Ptelie Im 89-665) ftraa federally fiataoed 
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tte eoamet ia tte ptibUc latereet.
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lUuetraUag tte devnloiaBent of eoateiipovary arebitecture la tte

■;;4.

:C ' -4 ■

vv-:^- _ -

4s--'

;vl» A .
■■44.-^ ,, .i-f. 

-■ ■VJ. w
a:,

= 4:-n".;:r-»’r4''r, *4%-' €
,;te.

4'^x

"4:; 4ii;:,', '4£



'V

I- . •-' .^'

'/“.V '■* /■^ ■

r.,.4. ’■ • '*' *

*^1. .j-;:;r' '-.fr
^S: :-■*

';s.';,.*

N.ii ; .«»

fe:- ' ■

5- .'
i*'V:'

Vbit«4 Ittll^. fiM wwwmmmmt
weittm 4immm%MAim mm
iMdl ■itufliii tt» Warmr*» ooUmUm.

:■ ■:

« yhMapaitet mi ■ ■,, ?«
...t*.^:':.#

‘■ii'
Ici fmim mm tmilKUtt mt ^ mammt wBinr P^MLle Urn B^465 tmt 
pmnvmUm prajMt*. iMcvur, mimf fltu TX of tlM X» --'Si

rT, . - ,

CiUm Mii llitnv^tMi PwHdBftrt M of 1966 (Nblie Lot 89>7S^), 
tiM •■yorioMrt of Iom1i« ooi IMw Bowlos«ait io oathoriswl to ■oke snuta to loool pokUe Mlts of 19 to 90 pmmt of tiM eeot f ^ v >
9f oefoiriBc mad xwotoiiBg atraetaioo of biotoale or orehitoetorol '$yM
naao ia urtea ovooo. SsfoiOTtioB Mf 8o oOtolaoA froo tlM geefotonr* ^ ^
fiopurtiMat me aottoiiiK mmd mku BovolqpOTt* Mitoftoo, O.C. iOlilO. /■

thU

:r. ,,^,,^--,f:

. ■ 0^
- > ■ V"1V'V' ■■:.

,-c-^^+v .'.i?', .\y' -r-

) :c‘t„

■-■'*^ .''^ '’f'

Bo^onol, Director, Ifestom ) r/o ii teltifi» 
j^JSSl r Hr. Rogers i

■H;;

^ .................. %„

ML - Nr. Melvin 

JLBoi^rstreo 2/3JB/69

..... .'*>:T- .-"''-'.I

,-J' •
y - '■ " -y

■ r.-y - ..ymy^- i-rm: .-yM
t. '1 jCf ■

t ■•' ■'

:kA.;''
•

y %. 'v' •,'.
-

H, -■ i,^ ■,. ;.'y-;-' '^-k'. --"

!^f-, c'.; .Vj'.ss. ., , S-’
=*■ '■' —Si . ■ ■-. ■.. i- : ' -4

>■:.■ ., J'f i->ii):«4'., • -."

‘ ’ «i
Sg.;‘ jjf.::^-- -•'■ ■• :.' --«i ''.=..4^'r
‘ “ y /o>‘’;«

■ -wy:yy§m'n0^mmi-tti



■h- ■

'f

-it-. ■

W

:r
|,-f.
|:r'
7^'

rr ■■

t
¥¥■ h^ - :

&7'

£ =

13^tt JlilV4 1969

'

.' ■ .

'■ .■ '■:■■!'} •„' ■ 's' ■ ■ ’,;'-7.:V -

' '■jlSsMlI-;:®- - ■• j

6-^

Nr. wmsm wmm mm, J». Mmst^
aNpart—mt. WtaSm mA m 
Mate Wmommm j^NMoegr 
9,0, Boat 2^
Sacrn«iten» CalSftetea 95811 

Bmt Mr. Motet

fadUit (intelslag oar fUte m h&m tete aote tea 
I* wngjttiHted ^
BiSitetr, tom ate fte

■ aiii

;

'TrrirrT*!'oote tea 
to oa ott 
•oeQaiattea oite mt

': ■•' .1
srailtelt. fteteor, no r«oila*>

tten or froparlaf M^p tom 'Mora oite oitli tea oriciB»l 
wmimtim, moA m oooM mvmo$M» jrour aoadiag m tete 
ttem 30 noli 30 oqoylatet Prepmctsr WooUmrm fOroo for 
tea olNiit i^teteroo «C tea yroporty vtete aa mo ham.

mm. -.7-v -.SS,
■ V7 •' : !*

It Will fiioilitete proteteiro fpollttee of tet tettenil 
Mtear if you ooiiM oor^ ho rite tea i1

OO OOM 30 it io 
DpOtefON.

fiiaearaljr yowpoj

William J. Murtagh

UtlliaaJ.

ce:
mag$iBmX Mxmtaar, 
T, ButterfieM 
Mr. Steea 
HR

::

•• ^V

^ BASIC yn.£. retained

EDippel:je , >■ ,•■ -■-

- I;':'



i-1 i i.".
iV...-?..;

:■!,: '‘T

^-:..
• 'l.- ;r - •

4^'“'.;%«
Tij;- ~y ■ v f;■

,js /?iCi:>,■ #:S
■f-‘ '■■' -1 '-'V.v ■ (/c:-"-'- „ ••
.■ • ■•' .>,- ■ ',. ,r ■ - ■

' . f ‘ t

n]' Vi-;..

-.V,
S'?:-;-:'" ■■a'

'>^;,:s4::.: ,; 1, ■ ■ . ’;• v:.
>.'Sf

■ A'“j.

'4S-V,
■t'v‘

-4-: -,r*, .<'

4:;.'

«ew

w«ee!
o

3?

§
•H

3i09i

on3<8U
H.S3
« LO 

rt 05
« C« 

•H

si I
O t-(,«o «

s

<»•»
30 Os*>So c 
>o o^ i
S" rt 

■ to

•H
«9

o

II
ii

O 
^ Oi

IftP to

^ g
<2 ca

4>»

m 3

^ o.
<SA ••>% Cu

u o
O
9 50 M

H-t «£) m

§i:"4'; “I-- ■' -f?;..'

-'■'"' s;;.s-'V■ ■■v _.. ■^‘"
■..■'■ .. '•:? ■4",. *^!;i-.;7'::,V';-

■ ■ ^ - j -.; ,.,f -vv.v.;
\ - ■ ;, i^.iu . ■: >•■: ; ■' .

t -

:4

nB7 ,97g‘-- ,

■ ':
..... ■y'-y.-v

y“'-y.yyiv;i.'‘„ S .?--.i^ y'. .,y , .i ■,..^i;i~. ■ . y *54?. ,A:,.
■ '“ ....................... '' :.y..

KiviepH 'ianegei^tent Cc»^«iiy, In$.
22410 Hin«th9m« Boulevard 
T#xT8ne«» California fOSOS Vi"

■ H .................. ■

G®nti©a«nj

'''■■• ' *'■ • - v4~

It has mseg^ly eflaiia,.jfca..flu«.-Att^rl«n that Waltof- lathO^ 'Pdim 
House In Califomla|is being deaaoUshatl. W» wish to .
Inforjft you, as 0wno'rF’of'"fM'’pi^erty, that the h«u»a was placed on

is the first property nominated to the Eogister by the California ' ^ ^ f;, j.
State liaison Officer, William Petm Mott, Jr., Oirecter, '
Bepartment of Parks and Recreation, State Resoui^s Agency, P.O.
Box 2390, Sacraisento, California 95811. >

I'
Properties on the National Register are protected to the extent out- - ^
lined in Section 10«S of Public 89-66S. Tliis section is under- ' ^ -
lined in the accompanying folder describing oor program. If any 
Federal agencies are involved in either the demolition of the building 
or in «ay future profwsals for the site, it is required that the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation be notified. We would 
appreciate your noticing the agency involved, if such be the case, 
of this requirement.

‘.v ••
’ iv^r .■ 
.4s4'-'

g:,...
The Hodge House is one of the Is^rtant buildings In the history of 
Aserican architecture, and should be preserved.
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Saimiel ,AU5^» "•
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Smeat Allen Oannally 
Chief, Office of Archeology 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Frederick Haupt 
Sabin Robbins '■ "il
382-3304

NATIONAL HISTORIC LARDMARK 
DEMOLISHED IN LOS ANGELES

Another historic landmark has been clubbed to death.

The victim is the Dodge House in Los Angeles - a structure certified 

by the U.S. Department of the Interior as "significant in American 

history and culture," and recorded i.n the official National Register 

of Historic Places.

,=4

i
Only 1,100 structures in the United States have been so honored to date.

I

End of Seven-Year Struggle

The Dodge House, built in 1916 for patent medicine, tycoon Walter Luther 

Dodge, was demolished February 9 to make Ljay for an apartment house. 4

"It was like seeing someone clubbed to death - and not being able to 

stop it," remarked one onlooker who stood by helplessly as the building 

was pounded to rubble by wrecking ball and bulldozero

MORE

THE NATIONAL TRUST is the one national private ori;anl2ation chartered by the Conc-rtss of the Unit^ States, directed to cncoura.^e public 
participation in the preservation of mcc.s. building and objects significant in American history and culture. The Trust is not a government agency, 
and is‘financed primafiiy by dues and voluntary contributions from its members.

.......
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Demolition climaxed a seven-year struggle by the Southern California 

Chapter of the American Institute of Architects and preservationist^
c.

to save the treasured landmark. The AIA chapter has already demanded 

a new Los Angeles County ordinance to protect historic structures.

Designed by Irving Gill, who apprenticed under Louis Sullivan, the 

Dodge House was internationally recognized as years ahead of its time.

A progressive blend of Spanish mission and modern style, the two-story, 

16-room mansion was one of the first to use reinforced concrete.

The 54-year-old home had such futuristic features as skylights in the 

kitchen and bathrooms, a central vacuum system, even an. overhead carwash 

in the garage.

"The Dodge House is just the latest tragic example of this kind of 

cultural vandalism that robs America of its historic landmarks," commented 

James Biddle, President of the National Trust for Historic Preservation.

Other officially registered national historic landmarks that have been 

destroyed recently, said Mr. Biddle, include the Grand Rapids (Michigan) 

City Hall, the Lycoming (Pennsylvania) City Courthouse, the Peering Barn 

in Portland (Maine), seven houses in the West High Street Historic District 

in Lexington (Kentucky), and the General Worth Hotel in Hudson (New York). 

All of these, Biddle pointed out, have been designated as properties 

worth saving, and they were given protection under the law.

•J
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 
William Penn Memorial Museum and Archives Building 

Box IOE6 Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108

■»' ■

March 12, 1970

,4-----

r\.

J;:

Mr. S. Allen Chambers, Jr. 
Architectural Historian 
National Park Service 
801 Nineteenth Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Allen,

I am gathering material for a possible 
book which will illustrate the damage which is being done 
to historic places. I am very much interested in the 
note in your NATIONAL REGISTER NEWSLETTER for 
March on the Walter Luther Dodge House in West Holly­
wood, California. Do you have any photographs of this 
property before and after hand? If not, could you give 
me a source from which they might be secured.

Cordially,

S. K. STEVENS

S s

I'#:",'

A

.'A

'I
■'I

1:



mMM-rnmi
.f,. :. .

A'%^>i;-r-■’.'A
■ '

Mr.. Begr OirrlfidBi 
1015 ArwHMit A-rmim»
Somite FAMiAtna. C«lif®7ai« $:i^30

.V :7 .

■.- ^ 
.-ii"'-.

.i,. 0«r ,»%*ff mm mornt aaMPfT lm«m &f tH* Umtswttim of %fco

% Oirvifix&i

»Hgi Uttar *« too *«goioo. ffcio io •» »fOftsaort» .o*^li»««*';;,

.■ivr,<*■/-

UA
n*=’-“s.
^ ’7 :■

p7'7
lamtst

t«r»l ioim mM eol^ for CoIifoooiO %ot .for tlio ootiiro im^«b.^

y« «r« ofetosqttisf to koop o HmoI roctord of tke AjHrtmotioo of 
IstiOMol l(mi»t«r proqportloo. tfcto 0o4go Boooo lo of portioalor 
toroot to ot, «1»G« o* boro rooimtlr ooo4 « fluotoiorMpb. of it io oor-

'Mm

jootifieotl<m »ot«rl&l far tlio bo«ri««» eenooxo* ,/;' ^
ilMi oor ipmgsnm. M-

UO oovld bo ooot ifTotofol to jpoo if yoo o««i,A oobmI «o
i^t« jjbotofraph* dopletiog tl» Oootmotlos of tboItoooo tmr
oor or^ooo« If yoo oooW oooA ooftotiroo. oo oiU boro priitto oo4o 
'ffOK tb«o btovoi rotwroioft .tlw aM^^lrmi to ym*

'-.T; .......

fe;
-V. .. •|i<'“'‘ 3'. •■■

Joy OO^MTOUOB ^t yott ««s «ir» oo will bo roty 4ooyly avpNMlMolU: "

sSsft...:K:, ■ r,

Siseoroly mmem.

?*''7,.- ■;, ,/7< ^ . ■- .
lir.v;*:*s.«te a;eii’77S"S!3fe ss-s ''S' »?fe 1

!;: ■" o'
S?'?y ■ks.c ■.*:"?;•

:Ms,;;"
. \;,' •■-..• • v:- '*■ "'i-

Xobort 6. Cbnblo 

Kiotorle Floeoo ■' , s:;s;;

•|‘<4

IrV;"'
*:,. t,'

iW' !'■ ... '■

mA 
r^'
8
CaOlforala 95811

mmiij ■ ,<a^

fv':
■■

/m
Jr^

rrr.SJT^ .̂ - ’.% :-■ S‘f

m- ".-■• ?s■:■;'■ '■ '•J-.' •• r •;.>* *:7' '‘""■'‘''/••. V/Hji

Rogiottol Director, HortlwoBt leilon 
mg. Charles Steen, Jfiawestem Kegloaol Office

T

BSQamble: 3/16/TO BASIC FUE BETAIHED IS KRtf-lf



_   'i,.'•'■''■*■ '.f'" .'.V :' '?j(' , 's/’sii,

3-23-70 /
7fe

MR- RrS Btm&ce. ’■
RftV Gutuis-zw asked me Tt) mAic Pworos

COUEAIM& TI4E O0D<&e IAOOSE D6STRUCT/2)Ni TO VoD .
I Am EN/CldS IK/G- => PR.|XjT3 ^ 2. PROOP- SH6FtS 

P012. VOUR US& .
mV 5EST UJI^MeS TO *400 ^ *400(5. SttAPP 

WierviSGRS TOOJA(50S OBTOIKJ/K/S. AOoiTrONAC l=OMDi/ve. 

I hi 7l4e e>/>TTU£ TO PReOGfvr wakjV future

oesTtiocric^ ujE piv^E,.
.r

SiwcERaLK

I
s'S, ■
'• • ' V-

■■■ ■

■ ■ ■:

i.fs 7 -
■;t>. , . S'=-

' .s ■

•i' - . *)' 4

PLA-WUING COKJSOLTOk^
2 9^3 EFPie STRSet 

AOS AN<&EUES, CAoiP<xm/^
9 00 2E,

: I
.- :>:•

:r ' :/■;

. .. ■

:< >■■ ■ -vj^, ' ■•' '*'*',,i ,■’ ■ yis'-^y- ^ ■■ --■ .' ■ ■■ '" -''...S-iS . ^ ' ■ ,'■ '

■ ■ ' i V,,

.M. .

~fl

ty :4"',

yi-^Ar-.

4sw



•

1

•

t:
Architect ^YMOND GlRVIGIAN, A. I. A. 1015 Fremont Ave • South Pasadena, California 91030 • 682-3848

a-- March 25, 1970

Mr. Robert S, Gamble, Historian 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
801 - 19th Street, N, W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Mr. Gainble:

In response to yotir letter of March 17, 1970, I have contacted Mr. 
Harvey Steinberg, a local planner, who V7as with us at the scene 
during the demolition of the Dodge House. He graciously has con­
sented, both as a member of the Dodge House Campaign Committee and 
interested citizen, to forward photos of the destruction that he 
has taken. My photos unfortunately are colored slides and difficult 
to enlarge.

The best picture of all, however, was that taken by the Los Angeles 
Times nex^spaper. I have contacted. Mr. Rosen in the Times News 
Bureau. He states that an 8 x 10 black & white glossy would cost 
$22.50. Their policy is no contributions to any group. I am 
enclosing a machine copy of the picture. If you V70uld like a glossy 
of this photo, send him a Purchase Order or check for $22.50, which 
covers the cost of printing, handling and mailing directly to you 
the same day ordered.

I have also sent a copy of your letter to KNXT Television, Betty
Penny News Department, Los Angeles, 90028,California. They did a
thorough documentary on it. They may possibly forward photos for yovir use.

Please notify me if I can be of additional assistance.

Sir

^3
Sincerely yours,

R/yYMOND GIRVIGIAN,/.I.A.

State Preservation Coordinator

RG:brg

C: KNXT Television
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^^ouncibnan’s Corn^
By Edmund D. Edelm/in 

5th Dislrict
\bodge House Only a Memory 

Councilman Edelman reports
Several weeks ago, one of the fifteen most 

architecturally unique homes in America was de­
molished. A wrecking crew moved in early one 
morning without any warning and destroyed the 
lovely Walter Luther Dodge House.

The Dodge House, which
was located at 950 North 
Kings Road in West Holly- 
woodi was a Recognized
Historial Landmark of the 
City’s Cultrual Heritage 
Board, and it was in the
National Registry of Hi^ 
toric Landmarks of the U. 
S. . DepartineaLjof the In- 
terior’s .Park Service.
N^ZEi.canse_.QL_goyern- 
mental dereliction of duty, 
we have lost for all time 
this work of noted Calif­
ornia architect Irving Gill.

Since 1966, I had worked 
for acquisition of this 
beautiful structure. I ap­
peared before the L. A. 
Board of Education, oppos­
ing its sale of the Dodge 
House to a savings and 
loan association. Never­
theless, the school board 
went ahead and sold the 
house for $800,000.

Unfortunately, the Dod­
ge House was then sacri­
ficed to make way for an 
apartment complex. The 
very school board that ser­
ves the educational needs 
of Los Angeles failed to 
realize its opportunity to 
preserve one of the out­
standing cultural monu­
ments of California. Ar­
chitects, educators, histor­
ians, and the interested 
public can no longer enjoy 
this example of our pre­
cious heritage.

The Dodge House was 
located in West Hollywood 
which is an unincorporated 
County area adjacent to 
the Fifth District. Had the 
structure been within City 
limits, it would have been 
protected from demolition 
by the City’s Cultural 
Heritage Board. However, 
the County has no ordin­

ance protecting . such his­
torical landmarks, and to 
that extent the County is to 
blame for the loss of this 
architecutural milestone.

The City Council also 
failed to rescue the Dodge 
House. In 1966 and aigain 
in 1969, I introduced Coun­
cil resolutions which would 
authorize the City to make 
a financial contribution 
along with other govern­
mental agencies and with 
civic groups to preserve the 
Dodge House as a museum 
of arts and a recreational 
facility. Despite my ef­
forts and those of the 
American Institute of Ar­
chitects and the Citizen’s 
Committee for the Dodge 
House, the City Council 
did not take positive action 
to save the Dodge House.

It is imperative that we" 
learn from this fiasco. Los 
Angeles is^ a modern City 
with very few historial 
structures to attest to our 
heritage. We cannot afford 
to destroy our few remain­
ing architectural master­
pieces. The governmental 
agencies _whi£.h_dldjisiLapt 
must never agmn allow the 
name of progress~To"be used 
to sacrifice such an impor­
tant historical legacy. The 
Codge House is now only a 
memory.
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Wreckers Demolish 

Old Dodge House 

in Surorise Move
BY BAY HEBERT .
Times Urban AlWrt WrlKr

The Dodge House came crashing 
down Monday.

A dramatic 11th hour attempt to 
save the renowned architectural 
monument fell short and demolition 
crews tore it apart with bulldozers 
and a wrecking ball.

Even a drenching rain failed to 
hold up destruction of the two-story, 
16-room mansion which was con­
sidered one of the 15 most archi­
tecturally significant resid^ces in 
the United States.

The end for the house, built for 
Walter Luther Dodge in 1916, 
climaxed a seven-year fight by 
architectural, civic and private 
groups to preserve the famed struc­
ture’ and its parklike grouPds at 950 
N. Kings Road in West Hollywood.

Demolition crews moved equip­
ment onto the property unan­
nounced Monday morning and by 
mid-afternoon the house looked as if 
a bomb had hU it.

Institute Members Notified
A Kings Road resident alerted 

members of the Southern California 
Chapter, American Institute of Ar­
chitects, that bulldozers were on the 
grounds, but by the time they 
arrived the job was done.

"This is like slashing a Rembrandt 
with a razor," said architect Kurt 
Meyer, a member of one of the 
groups fighting to save the house.

A dismayed Raymond Girvigian, 
state preservation coordinator for 
the AlA, called the . residence’s

1
I

l-Tues., Feb. 10,1970 gogangflrg Ctmeg 2A

Famed Dodge House 

Razed in Surprise Move
Cantinued from Third Pkge
Irving Gill, had gained in­
ternational attention be­
cause it represented a 
milestqne in architecture.

It was designed as a 
blend ’of Spanish mission 
and modern ai-chitecture 
and incorporated one of 
the fii’st uses of reinforced 
concrete.

"No one thought demoli­
tion would come this 
soon," said Girgivian.

Keith Abrans, a supervi­
sor for the Roger Roy 
Land Clearing Co., said he 
learnt only Sunday night 
about th e structure's ar- 
c h i t ectural significance 
but-.dld not know who had 
ordered its demolition.

He said the house and 
the rare trees and plants 
which comprised the 2.75- 
acre estate would be 
cleared away by Friday.

Apparently the grounds 
will become the site for a 
large apartment develop­
ment—one of many either i 
completed or under con­
struction along that sec­
tion of N. Kings Road.

The property, according 
to reports, was .sold by 
Equitable Savings and 
Loan Assn. Dec. 30 to 
Riviera Management Co., 
Inc., of Torrance.

At the time a Riviera 
spokesman declined to .say 
how the property would 
be u.sed.

An official at the compa­
ny's offices Mondav said 
he knew nothing about the 
project but admitted it 
was a "sensitive subject."

Last summer a citizens 
group sued Equitable to 
halt demolition of the 
house and sale of the 
property but Equitable 
won the suit.

Equitable's predece.ssor, 
Lytton Savings & Loan 
A s .s n., acquired the 
property in 1966. Compa­
ny officials said they were 
also interested in seeing 
the house preserved.

The property originally 
was purchased by the Los 
Angeles School District 
for a high school, but the 
project was abandoned 
and the estate was sold to 
Lytton for $800,000.

destruction a sad commentary oft i 
the lack of concern for landmarks 
with historic, architectural and en­
vironmental significance.

! AIA members had seen signs last
week that the house, which had

f been sold to a management firm, .
1“ was in jeopardy and had made ^
r appeals to Washngton and Sa­

f cramento for help in saving it.
Architectural students recorded

L: and documented material about the 
mansion last year and it was placed 
in the National Registry of Historic
Landmarks, a documentation main­
tained by the National Park Service.

The house, designed by architect
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