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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Palmer-Lewis and Palmer-Gullickson octagon houses were built within 
a few years of each other in the community of Neshonoc. Both were moved 
to West Salem. While the Palmer-Gullickson octagon is now situated 
in a residential area in West Salem, the Palmer-Lewis octagon is on a 
farm just north of town, near the outlying commercial district.

Although the Palmer-Lewis octagon is much smaller, both houses have two 
stories with slightly pitched hipped roofs and central chimneys. The 
roof of the Palmer-Lewis octagon is tin and that of the Palmer-Gullickson 
octagon is of combination shingles. Facets of the octagons feature 
either two windows or a single window, or are windowless. The major 
exterior difference between the houses is the porches. The Palmer- 
Lewis house, generally less pretentious and less modified, features 
a one-story, shed roof porch on three sides. The porch, like the cornice 
of the house, is bracketed. When the Palmer-Gullickson octagon was 
moved it probably received the rather unusual two-story veranda on five 
sides. The veranda features paired columns on both stories and a balustrade 
at the second level. Part of the veranda is screened.

The clapboard siding on the second story of the Palmer-Gullickson octagon 
is probably original. Asbestos shingles were added at the first level 
in about 1928. The Palmer-Lewis octagon was originally sheathed in 
board and batten but at some point this was covered with clapboard. Both 
houses feature corner boardsat each angle of the octagon.

The floor plan of the Palmer-Gullickson octagon is almost identical to 
the John J. Brown House in Williamsburgh, New York. This house appeared 
in the 1854 revised addition of Orson Fowler's book, A Home For All. The 
Brown house, like the Palmer-Gullickson house, features a central fire­
place separating the living and dining rooms, and two long rooms of 
disproportionate width on either side of this area. The stairs are 
in the narrower portion. Upstairs, there are three bedrooms and a hallway 
where the stairs ascend. Triangular closets are built at two corners.

The Palmer-Lewis floor plan may have been taken from the 1853 edition 
of Fowler's book. Although it appears that the first floor walls were 
changed, somewhat when the house was moved, the second floor is very 
similar to the Howland house in Williamsburg, New York, designed by 
the architects Morgan and Brothers. Part of the first floor has been 
altered by the wing extending from the east side of the house, and it 
seems that a fireplace may have been removed. Presently there is a 
living room, a bedroom, a small storage room, two closets, and an entry 
hall. Upstairs there are three bedrooms, three closets, and a hallway 
where the stairs ascend. The rooms in this house are quite small, as 
the facets of the octagon only measure 11'. The facets of the Palmer- 
Gullickson octagon measure about 13'.

The additions that have been built onto the octagons differ greatly.
In neither case is the octagon shape obscured by the additions. There

(continued)
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7. DESCRIPTION continued

is a large, two-story wing extending from the north side of the Gullickson 
house. The front portion of this wing was built by Dr. Palmer as an office. 
Originally, a barn was attached to the north end of the wing. It was later 
removed and a dining room and kitchen were added to the back of the addition 
so it could be leased as an apartment. The attic was converted to a bedroom.

When the Palmer-Lewis octagon was moved to its present site it was joined 
to an existing 1-1/2 story house. The house is a plain, clapboard structure 
that has been greatly modernized. The octagon has never received plumbing 
and is only partially heated. In both the Lewis and Gullickson houses the 
original woodwork and staircases remain.

The only outbuilding at the Palmer-Gullickson octaeon is a small frame garage 
built in the 1920s. It is in poor condition but still serves its intended 
purpose. At the Palmer-Lewis octagon there are several farm outbuildings, 
all in poor condition and excluded from the nomination.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Palmer brothers' houses are significant as examples of the octagon 
fad that was popularized by Orson Fowler in the mid-nineteenth century.
Both plans were probably taken from Fowler's book, A Home for All or 
the Gravel Wall and Octagon Mode of Building. The houses are associated 
with prominent settlers and residents of Neshonoc and West Salem, Wisconsin. 
Relocation of the houses to West Salem demonstrates the crucial role 
the railway played in the development of Wisconsin communities.

ARCHITECTURE The^ octagon house was popularized by Orson Fowler's treatise 
on the subject that first appeared in 1848. Although a comparatively 
small number of the houses were built after 1860, during the 1850s 
the fad swept across America. There are about 20 octagon houses standing 
in Wisconsin. Of these, seven have been listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places.

Both of the nominated houses are excellent examples of the octagon mode 
of architecture. The interiors of both are notable for the retention 
of their early appearance. In neither of the houses, however, is the 
location of the original kitchen apparent. It may be that they were 
located in the basements, as recommended by Orson Fowler, before the 
houses were moved. The octagons have been treated well since they were 
built nearly 125 years ago. Their architectural integrity has not been 
marred by their relocation or subsequent additions, as the dominant 
feature of this type - the eight-sided form - is still apparent.

HISTORY In the fall of 1851 Monroe Plamer arrived in LaCrosse County, 
Wisconsin. He had come via Oshkosh from Massachusetts. That winter he 
began building a saw and grist mill on the LaCrosse River. In 1852 the 
saw mill was in operation and by the next year the grist mill began operation. 
In 1855 he achieved full operation, continuing until 1860 when the saw 
mill was discontinued. In 1872 he sold the business.

In 1855 Monroe Plamer engaged the Deputy County Surveyor, Isaac Thompson, 
to plat 15 acres near the mill into blocks of 12 lots each to form the 
village of Neshonoc. By the spring of 1858 the population had climbed 
to 100.

The exact year that Palmer built his ocatgon house at Neshonoc is unknown.
It is known that he built a small log cabin near the site of the mill when he 
arrived in the Town of Hamilton. The octagon was undoubtedly built

1. LaCrosse County Tax Records (continued)
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8. SIGNIFICANCE continued

shortly after the mill, at the height of the fad for the unusual plan.

In 1856 Dr. Horace Palmer from Massachusetts joined his brother in Neshonoc.
He purchased four lots in the village and sometime during the next few 
years built his octagon house.

In the summer of 1858 the demise of the village of Neshonoc became certain 
when the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railroad located a station on 
land donated by Thomas Leonard. First, Neshonoc merchants began to transfer 
their establishments to West Salem; residents soon followed. However,
Dr. Palmer practiced medicine in Neshonoc until 1866 when he moved his 
octagon to West Salem. He stayed until 1875, leaving for Sparta, Wisconsin 
where he purchased a drug store.

When Dr. Palmer left West Salem, he sold the octagon to Leonard Lottridge 
and his wife. Dr. Mary Lottridge. Both were prominent residents of the 
community. Leonard Lottridge came to LaCrosse from New York in 1853.
For several years he was editor of the Independent Republican newspaper.
He also served as the postmaster at Mindoro, clerk of the court of LaCrosse 
County, supervisor of the 1880 census, and an Internal Revenue Service 
collector. In 1887 he opened the LaCrosse County Bank at West Salem.
He operated the bank until his retirement in 1904.

Dr. Mary Lottridge studied medicine at the Eclectic Medical College in 
Cincinatti, Ohio (the University of Cincinattl). She graduated in 1856, 
a time when there were few female physicians in the United States. Practicing 
first in LaCrosse,she continued her practice in West Salem when she and 
her husband moved there. Dr. Lottridge died in 1906 and her husband occupied 
the octagon until his death in 1911. Until 1921 the house was occupied, 
first, by Wilbur Dudley, Sr. and then by his daughter and her husband,
Roy Gilfillian.

In 1921 Oliver Gullickson purchased the house. Mr. Gullickson was super­
intendent of the LaCrosse County Insane Asylum (now the Lakeview Health 
Center) for 27 years. He had come to the United States at age 14 from 
Norway in 1870. Gullickson's son, Lynn, later obtained the octagon. His 
widow, Rachel Gullickson, still occupies the house.

The Monroe Palmer octagon was not moved to West Salem until about 1890.
In that year the house was bought by David R. Lewis. It is not certain 
if Palmer or Lewis moved the house. The house has remained in the Lewis 
family since the 1890 purchase. David Lewis was a famer who had served

(continued)
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8. SIGNIFICANCE continued

with the Eighth Wisconsin Regiment during the Civil War. In 1903 the octagon 
went to Arthur R. Lewis, one of David Lewis' sons. He was also a farmer, 
and served on the county board as a representative from the Town of Hamilton 
for 28 years. In 1976 David B. Lewis bought the farm from his father's 
estate.

The Palmer brothers are good examples of the progressive people who settled 
Wisconsin. The very concept of an octagon house was a radical notion, 
promoted by a practicing phrenologist (Fowler) who also advocated many 
of the social reforms of his day. Fowler believed that spherical forms, 
which the octagon approached, were closest to the forms in nature, therefore 
more commodious and comfortable. Further, he believed that people could 
be the architects of their own homes provided they were endowed with strong 
phrenological organs of Inhabitiveness (love of home) and Constructiveness 
(ability to build). Apparently, the Palmer brothers were so endowed.

1. Madeleine B. Stern. The Octagon House, introduction, p. vil.
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H32(2280)

JUN 2 7 2007

Mr. Michael E. Stevens
State Historic Preservation Officer
Administrator, Division of Historic Preservation-Public History 
816 State Street
Madison, Wisconsin 53706-1482 

Dear Mr. Stevens:

Thank you for the letter of May 11, 2007, regarding the proposed move of the Palmer-Lewis Octagon, 
LaCrosse County, Wisconsin, listed in the National Register of Historic Places on August 7, 2007 as 
one of the Palmer Brothers Octagons. The building is being moved to prevent its demolition. You have 
included documentation justifying the move, describing the new site, and evaluating the archeological 
potential of the new site.

The proposed move was approved on June 21, 2007. The building will remain listed in the National 
Register during and after the move. Final approval of the continued listing of the building on its new 
site will be issued after the move. After the building has been relocated please provide a letter notifying 
us of the date of the move, along with photographs of the building at its new location, a new verbal 
boundary description, acreage figure, UTM point, and an original USGS map. Once we have received 
this documentation we will issue a final approval of the building’s continued listing in the National 
Register.

We appreciate the interest of the owners in preserving this building and look forward to hearing of the 
successful move.

Sincerely,

j f'y-(Sgd) Patrick Andrus
Patrick W. Andrus, Historian 
National Register of Historic Places

bcc: 2201 
2285
Basic File Retained in 2280

FNP;PAndrus:aa:06-26-07:S:nr/Alexis/Letters/OctagonMOVEWI



Eldora Schober Larson 1607 Cronin Circle Hudson, W1 54016 30 March 2007 Errol 
Kindschy 75 Jefferson Street West Salem, WI 54669 Dear Errol, Thank you for your 
recent query concerning the Monroe Palmer-David Lewis house and its location within 
the Village of Neshonoc. As you know, we’ve searched extensively but unsuccessfully 
for photographs and personal papers which would help us to know more about Neshonoc 
Village. Instead, we’ve had to use tax rolls, mortgages, deeds and papers of that sort to 
reconstruct the Village. The resulting information is compiled in my book “Neshonoc- A 
Place Like No Othen .” Checking various papers and records, we can conclude that 
Martha and Monroe Palmer built their octagonal-shaped home on lots 36 and 37 of Block 
6 in Neshonoc Village. These lots were owned exclusively by the Palmer’s until 1870 
when they were sold to Algernon Bradford. By this time. Palmer was having great 
financial difficulty and was in danger of losing his properties. Bradford was Palmer’s 
brother-in-law and it appears Bradford purchased the lots in order to keep the lots and the 
home from a Sheriffs sale in 1871 n .As for orientation of the house, we conclude that it 
faced to the east on land that would be on the west side of today’s Highway 16. Lot 36 
lay at the comer of Mill Street on the North and Centre Street on the East; Lot 37 was to 
the south and faced Centre Streeti . Obviously, Palmer built his home to face one of 
these streets. Since Palmer’s brother’s home was on lots 26-29 of Centre Street, it is 
logical that Monroe would have his front door facing the same street as his brother’s. 
Centre Street ran in a north/south direction and was nearly parallel to today’s Highway 
16.1 hope this information is sufficient to answer your questions. Please let me know if I 
can be of further help to you. Sincerely, Eldora Larson n “Neshonoc~A Place Like No 
Other” by Eldora Schober Larson, 1994, Hudson, Wisconsin, i Page 147, “Neshonoc~A 
Place Like No Other.” i Page 130, “Neshonoc~A Place Like No Other.”
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Unit F was located to the west of the other units near the intersection of STH 35 and 108. 
Few artifacts were recovered, predominately historic debris (Table 4).

Table 4: 47Lc694 Unit F artifacts

Level:
cmbgs

1(0-10)

2(10-20)

3(20-30)

4(30-40)

5(40-50)

Tools/
Cores

Debitage Pottery Other

Histories, 1 sq nail

Histories, 6 sq nails

Histories

Comments

Debitage PdC

Debitage PdC

Based on the excavations at 47Lc694 there does not appear to be intact remains from the 
abandoned Village of Neshonoc. A number of historic artifacts were recovered, however none of 
the artifacts were diagnostic and could be dated. Machine cut square nails were present but these 
can date from the mid-19th century even up to the present. No historic features were 
encountered. Disturbance since the time of the village may have obscured any of the remains. 
Most of the units revealed disturbance. Units A and B both had a layer of fill, containing 
numerous historic artifacts. Unit A also contained a plow zone beneath the layer of fill, 
indicating that the fill is likely from landscaping by Ae Coimty. Units A and B have an intact B 
Horizon where the majority of prehistoric artifacts were recovered. These two units also 
demonstrate intact stratigraphy. Unit A the base of a straight stemmed point possibly a 
Scottsbluff or Kramer point was recovered above a Late Paleoindian Agate Basin point. Unit B 
contained a tiny shell tempered pottery near the top of the B Horizon.

Excavations at the Old Neshonoc Site located a deeply buried intact Late Paleoindian site. 
In situ Paleoindian sites are very rare in western Wisconsin and few have been excavated 
scientifically. The site is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. The 
significant area of the site appears to be confined to the edge of the La Crosse River terrace, it 
may have extended fiirther but is now disturbed. Revisions of the original plans (Figures 9 and 
10) narrowed the area of effect considerably. The revised plans do not include the area of 
significance within the site. Based on this further excavations are not recommended.
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PALMER-LEWIS OCTAGON 
ON CURRENT SITE
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PALMER-LEWIS OCTAGON 
PROPOSED LOCATION
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: PROPOSED MOVE

PROPERTY Palmer Brother's Octagons 
NAME:

MULTIPLE
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: WISCONSIN, La Crosse

5/18/07DATE RECEIVED:
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 79000092

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

DATE OF PENDING LIST:
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/01/07

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM;
OTHER: N PDIL:
REQUEST: N SAMPLE:

COIWENT WAIVER: N
\/ ACCEPT ___ RETURN

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

N
N
N

LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL:

REJECT DATE

N
N
N

RECOM./CRITERIA

REVIEWER

TELEPHONE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.
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Rachel Gullickson 
358 N. Leonard St.
West Salem, WI 54669

Re: ^ Palmer Brothers' Octagons
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Fi.' ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE WISCONSIN

Date Entered 7 1979

Name Location

Flambeau Mission Church

/ Palmer Brothers* Octagons

Beebe House

Ladysmith vicinity 
Rusk County

West Salem and vicinity 
La Crosse County

Plattevllle 
Grant County

Also Notified
Honorable Gaylord Nelson

Honorable William Proxmlre 
Honorable David R. Obey 
Honorable Alvin J. Baldus

i

State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. Richard A. Emey
Director
State Historical Society of Wisconsin 
816 State Street 
Madison, Wisconsin 53706

NR Byers/bjr 8/10/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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Wedt Saiem Miitmicat Society, Jnc.
36C JVoJtth. £eonwul Street ♦ Weat Salem, Wta

Owners & Operators of the Hamlin Garland Home itead^p^ tlp2 2007
Palmer-Gullickson Octagon Home ♦ Phone (608 
Operators of Smith Valley School ♦ Phone (608;

786-1399

PRES
President

Errol Kindschy

Vice President
Sue Strauss

Secretary
Pat Hofer

Treasurer
Peggy Green

Directors
Glen Comeau 
Carol Dable 
Dorrene H eider 
Dave Hofer 
Marvin Iverson 
Janet Kohlmeier 
Doris Michelson 
Ken Piper 
Norma Piper 
Karen Schaller 
Norma Schmig 
Marge Zantow

Smith Valley Committee
Carol Brown 
Doris Mueller 
Irene Radcliffe
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WISCONSIN

WISCONSIN
HISTORICAL SSr** 

SOCIETY

May 11,2007

Dr. Janet Matthews
Keeper, National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye St.,NW 
8th Floor (MS 2280)
Washington, DC 20005 
Main telephone: 202-354-2213

RECEIVED 2280

MAY 1 8 2007

NAT REyiSTa l!; nlSrOPlfr^T>Fc

__1 a-^
Dear Dn^MattK^s:

At the April 27, 2007 meeting of the Wisconsin Historic Preservation Board, the Board 
concurred with the request to relocate the National Register listed Palmer-Lewis Octagon, 
located in the Town of Hamilton, La Crosse County, Wisconsin. The proposed location is 
within the same section of the Town of Hamilton and along the same State Highway (as 
indicated on the included map). We request approval from the National Park Service to 
retain the listed status of the building.

Attached is a letter from Errol Kindschy, president of the West Salem Historical Society, 
detailing the request and reasons for the move, together with supporting documentation. 
Interestingly, when the house was first listed it was a moved property. The new location 
will return the octagon house to near its original parcel in the failed (and vanished) 
community of Neshonoc. The new placement of the house was made in consultation with 
the archaeology community to avoid impacts on identified and significant archaeological 
sites. Mr. Kidndshey is in contact with our staff about the move and the placement of the 
building on its new site.

Our office supports the relocation of the house, as it will save this unique property from 
demolition. The move will have no effect on the architectural significance of the 
building. If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact 
Daina Penkiunas of my staff at (608) 264-6501.



We ask for an expedited review of this request. The developer on whose land the house 
now sits is anxious to redevelop the parcel.

Sincerely,

Michael E. Stevens
State Historic Preservation Officer
Administrator, Division of Historic Preservation-Public History 
608/264-6464
michael. stevens@wisconsinhistory.org


