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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Granville D. Jones house is sited on the west slope of the hill rising on the 
east of the city of Wausau. From its location, the house overlooks a broad lawn 
and grounds falling away from the west, or main, facade of the house.

W

The house presents a heavy mass capped by a hipped roof with broad overhangs and 
asphalt shingle covering (probably wood shingles originally). The walls are of a 
cement stucco covering on wood framing, and presently a buff (with pinkish tones) 
color. The house sits on a base of painted brick, with a watertable that in some 
places is of cast stone, and in others, is matched in wood. Doors and windows, 
Including trim, are of painted wood. The soffit of the roof overhang is also 
constructed of wood, and is painted.

The main facade of the house is symmetrical at the second floor level, but other 
compositional elements destroy a complete symmetry on the first floor. A central 
advancing pavilion contains the front, or main, entrance. The door and sidelights 
are flanked by pilasters supporting an entablature, all of modest scale. Rising 
above the entrance entablature is a composition of windows admitting light to the 
stairs inside. This consists of three tall arched windows, separated by slender 
engaged columns, and originally glazed with decorative leaded glass.

A porch is located on the north side of the house, or Grant Street side, and a side 
entrance, now most frequently used as the house entrance, enters from here. Adjoin­
ing on the east is a porte-cochere allowing for a covered access from vehicles in 
inclement weather. Another porch is on the south side accessible from the living 
room, and this has since been enclosed as a sun room.

The major alteration has been the removal of a large picture window, flanked by 
smaller "art glass" (leaded glass window patterns) panes in the living room and 
its replacement with a bay window, incongruous with tne original design of the 
building. Leaded glass panes in the arched window openings over the main entrance 
have also been removed, although they still exist. The total exterior alteration 
of the building, while not substantial, has deleted several important design character­
istics used by George W. Maher. The coordination of his designs through his "motive- 
rhythm" theory was expressed in the Granville D. Jones house with the use of the 
leaded glass window design, in this case the water lily, in the previously mentioned 
windows, plus some interior wood and glass designs. The balance of the exterior 
design remains, with large 1/1 wood double hung windows, not unlike those used by 
Frank Lloyd Wright in his Winslow house of River Forest, Illinois and in the semi­
circular dormers.

The interior of the building has been altered, as most of the natural finished 
wood trim has been removed or painted in a past remodeling attempt to give a 
"Georgian feeling" to the house. Fortunately, the study remains as originally 
built with carved wood trim, probably cherry, echoing the lily pattern and with 
cabinet cases of leaded glass.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Granville D. Jones house is significant as the work of an architect, a master of 
the period, George W. Maher, and it possesses high artistic merit as a representative 
work of the Prairie School of architecture. It is associated with the life of Granville 
D. Jones, a man of importance in the development of public education in Wausau, in the 
business community developing the "Wausau spirit" and in statewide education as a 
regent of the University of Wisconsin.

Architecture:

George W. Maher (1864-1926) has been cited by H. Allen Brooks as one of the most 
significant architects of his time, perhaps as influential as Frank Lloyd Wright.^ 
Maher established his own practice in Chicago in 1888, a time when Wright was still 
with Louis H. Sullivan. Maher, Wright, and Elmslle had all worked in the office of 
Joseph Lyman Silsbee, also in Chicago, prior to moving into Sullivan's office, or in 
Maher's case, establishing his own architectural practice. Maher was remarkable in 
that his formal education only extended to the 8th grade, yet he developed into a 
capable practitioner and a frequent contributor to the Western Architect. His 
published articles were not self-laudatory discussions of his own work, but rather 
impassioned pleas for his colleagues to abandon architectural forms that were mimics 
of the past, and Instead to seek new forms representative of a "democratic" nation. 
In this way his voice was similar to that of Sullivan's writings in such important 
essays as his Kindergarten Chats.

The Granville D. Jones house, in spite of some exterior alterations, retains the 
solid massing and cubic characteristics of Maher's Chicago area designs, such as 
the Edgar G. Barrett house in Kenilworth, Illinois (1896) or the John Farson house. 
Oak Park, Illinois (1897).

Originally the building exhibited his "motive-rhythm" theory by a repeated use of 
the water lily design in exterior leaded glass windows. These have been removed, 
although they remain in the hands of the owner intact. The design is retained, too, 
in the carved woodwork of the study. The dominant semi-circular dormer of the attic 
is common in other Maher residential designs.

This building, along with the Stewart and Woodson houses of Wausau and the Elliott 
house of Madison (evidence strongly supports this as a George W. Maher design) 
remain as fine examples of Maher's work in Wisconsin.

h-
. c-'
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - Continued

History

Granville D. Jones was born in Harrisburg, New York, September 1856, and died at 
the Koehler Hospital in Rochester, Minnesota, September 1924.2 He moved to Wisconsin 
at age thirteen, graduated from the University of Wisconsin in 1882 after having 
taught in Fond du Lac County, and then returned to teaching, becoming principal 
of the high school in Wisconsin Rapids (then Grand Rapids). In 1884 Jones began 
reading the law in a Wausau law firm and was admitted to the bar in 1886 and con­
tinued active in the legal profession until his death.

He was founder of the Wausau Telephone Company, and of the G. D. Jones Land Company, 
which for twenty-four years managed land holdings in Marathon County. He maintained 
other business directorships and offices attesting to his business acumen and respect 
within the business community of Wausau. Jones was successful in inducing many of 
the businessmen of Wausau to invest together in new enterprises. This working 
together for common benefits was called the "Wausau spirit."^

His early years as an educator prompted him to continue his active support of public 
education. He served public education in Wausau on the school board for some twenty 
years, and seventeen of these as president of the Wausau public schools. He encouraged 
young people of his community to seek higher education, using his own life as an 
example, as he had earned his own way through the university. He served two terms 
as a regent of the University of Wisconsin, including its presidency.

His years on the Board of Regents, however, were not ones of quiet support but of 
an often dissenting voice of conservatism. Jones was important in his efforts to 
restrict academic freedom, a battle which was made famous in 1894 by the Ely case 
which resulted in the remarkable "sifting and winnowing" statement (for a discussion 
of the importance of this case, please see the 10-300 form for the Richard Ely house, 
Madison, Dane County, Wisconsin). Although Ely won his battle for academic freedom, 
the fight resumed in 1910 with equally heated incidents in which Jones became 
involved. Jones and another regent represented private exploitation of water power 
when they censured Professor Eugene A. Gilmore for his research on the right of the 
state to control its water powers. This was followed by a move by the regents, led 
by Jones, to reprimand Eugene A. Ross for allowing Emma Goldman, an anarchist, to 
address his sociology class. This censure with the goal of removal was successfully 
fought by President Charles Van Hlse, and Ross remained at the university.
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From 1910 on, Jones repeatedly fought to prevent the placement of a plaque of the 
"sifting and winnowing" statement on the walls of Bascom Hall. However, once he 
accepted the inevitable in 1915, he made the motion for the regents to accept the 
plaque and place it in a suitable location. Defeated as the antagonist in the 
fight for academic freedom at the University of Wisconsin, Jones nonetheless re­
mains a figure whose influence was felt statewide.

^Signed and dated drawings in possession of the owner.

%. Allen Brooks, the Prairie School; Frank Lloyd Wright and his Midwest 
Contemporaries, Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1972, p. 330:
"His influence on the Midwest was profound and prolonged and, in its time, 
was certainly as great as Wright’s."

^Louis Marchetti, History of Marathon County, Wisconsin, and Representative 
Citizens, Chicago: 1913, pp. 625-627.

^Ibid., p. 625

GPO 892 455
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