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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cyrtis C. Yati^key house'Is an excellent example of the classical 
resurgence which occurred in the first years of the twentieth 
century in America. It is a two-and-one-half-story frame house with a 
giant pedimented Ionic portico. Other features of the house, such as its 
windows and sun porch echo the portico’s heavy denticulated comice 
and pediment. The house is pleasantly proportioned and handsomely 
detailed, and it has been well maintained. Blueprints and original 
floor plans indicate that the architects were Van Ryn and DeGelleke 
of Milwaukee, but perhaps the most interesting features of the house 
are by another architect. At some time after the original construction 

‘ of the house the Prairie School architect George Maher of Chicago 
was called in to redesign the Interiors of the den. the dining room, 
the library, and the bathrooms downstairs. There is also some exterior 
work by Maher, including the stone and iron work on the front and side 
porches and the two stone vsises flanking the front steps. The interiors 
by Maher are extremely fine examples of the Prairie style. A number of 
colored-glass windows which remain in the house also appear to by 
Maher. Original Maher blueprints exist for some of this interior 
work. I
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cyrus Yawkey house is important for four reasons. First, it is 
a good example of the classical revival mode of architecture in 
Wisconsin around the turn of the century.

Second, it was the home of Cyrus Carpenter Yawkey, an important 
Wisconsin businessman for over forty years. Yawkey's interests 
were national; he was involved in concerns which spread from Mississippi 
and Florida in the East to Minnesota and Oregon in the West. Yawkey 
began his career in Hazelhurst, Wisconsin in 1889 as a partner in a 
sawmill. His Interests expanded steadily, and he later became president 
of the Yawkey-Bissell Lumber Company. He was a Wisconsin State Assembly- 
man in 1895-6. Yawkey helped to found the Northern Life Insurance 
Company and was an officer in numerous paper, masonite, and fiber 
companies until his death in 1943.

Third, the Yawkey house is important to its environment. It makes a 
substantial contribution to the Wausau streetscape. A number of 
hotises across the street from the Yawkey house have been razed for 
modern buildings of a less significant scale. This house apparently 
stands as a gate stopping the flow of modern development from the 
west from reaching the residential area to the east. Thus the loss 
of the Yawkey house might mean a great deal to the character of 
Wausau.

Fourth, the involvement of the important Prairie School architect,
George Maher, is perhaps the Yawkey house's most important 
architectural Interest. Maher was Involved in the design of four 
other houses in Wausau which until 1972 were unknown in his oeuvre.
His Interiors in the Yawkey house are intact and should be 
preserved in any event as an example of the work of the Prairie 
School in Wisconsin.
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