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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cyrus C., Yawkey house-is an excellent example of the classical
resurgence which occurred in the first years of the twentieth

century in America, It is a two-and-one~half-story frame house with a
giant pedimented Ionic portico, Other features of the house, such as its
windows and sun porch echo the portico's heavy denticulated cornice

and pediment. The house is pleasantly proportioned and handsomely
detailed, and it has been well maintained. Blueprints and original
floor plans indicate that the architects were Van Ryn and DeGelleke

of Milwaukee, but perhaps the most interesting features of the house
are by another architect, At some time after the original construction
of the house the Prairie School architect George Maher of Chicago

was called in to redesign the interiors of the den, the dining room,
the library, and the bathrooms downstairs, There is also some exterior
work by Maher, including the stone and iron work on the front and side
porches and the two stone vases flanking the front steps. The interiors
by Maher are extremely fine examples of the Prairie style. A number of
colored-glass windows which remain in the house also appear to by
Maher, Original Maher blueprints exist for some of this interior

work, T
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cyrus Yawkey house is important for four reasons., First, it is
a good example of the classical revival mode of architecture in
Wisconsin around the turn of the century.

Second, it was the home of Cyrus Carpenter Yawkey, an important
Wiscongéin businessman for over forty years. Yawkey's interests

were nationaly he was involved in concerns which spread from Mississippi
and Florida in the East to Minnesota and Oregon in the West., Yawkey
began his career in Hazelhurst, Wisconsin in 1889 as a partner in a
sawmill, His interests expanded steadily, and he later became president
of the Yawkey-Bissell Lumber Company. He was a Wisconsin State Assembly-
man in 1895-6, Yawkey helped to found. the Northern Life Insurance
Company and was an officer in numerous paper, masonite, and fiber
companies until his death in 1943,

Third, the Yawkey house is important to its environment. It makes a
substantial contribution to the Wausau streetscape. A number of
houses across the street from the Yawkey house have been razed for
modern buildings of a less significant scale., This house apparently
stands as a gate stopping the flow of modern development from the
west from reaching the residential area to the east, Thus the loss
of the Yawkey house might mean a great deal to the character of
Wausau,

Fourth, the involvement of the important Prairie School architect,
George Maher, is perhaps the Yawkey house's most important
architectural interest, Maher was involved in the design of four
other houses in Wausau which until 1972 were unknown in his oeuvre.
His interiors in the Yawkey house are intact and should be
preserved in any event as an example of the work of the Prairie
School in Wisconsin,. E ikt




Dean, Jeffrey, Architectural Evaluation, August 17, 1972,
(unpublished staff report,)

Yawkey, Cyrus, Carpenter, Wisconsin Necrolo

Original blueprints and drawings in the posgsession of the
Marathon County Historical Society.,
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
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1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)
Yavkey, Cyrus, house DEC 9 1 1974
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
__Wisconsin Marathon Wausau
STREET AND NUMBER
403 McIndoe Street
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHQTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT
State Historical Society
Ellen Threinen 1973 2 :
ﬂ f Wisconsin

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View of the Yawkey house looking east-northeast

GPO 932.009
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DEC 3 1 1974
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE  WISCONSIN
Date Entered  DEC 3 1 1974

Name Location
The Rockton Archaeological District Whitestown

Vernon County

Burrows Park Bird Effigy Mound and Campsite Madison
Dane County

Hanson Petroglyphs Stark
Vernon County

St. John's Roman Catholic Cathedral * Milwaukee
' Milwaukee County

German, A. D., Warehouse Richland Center
Richland County

St. Peter's Episcopal Church Ripon
Fond du Lac County

Hay Valley Archaeological District Whitestown
Vernon County
Yawkey, Cyrus C., House Wausau
Marathon County .
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Hon. William Proxmire State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Gaylord Nelson Dr. James Morton Smith, Director

Hon. Alvin Baldus State Historical Society of Wisconsin
Hon. Robert W. Kastenmeier 816 State Street

Hon. Henry S. Reuss Madison, Wisconsin 53706

Hon. William A. Steiger

Hon. David R. Obey Regional Director, Midwest Region

Mr. Richard Leverty, Corps of Engineers
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