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1. Name
historic jj//^

and'or common 19th Century Ci&ist and Flouring Mills of Sheboygan County TR
2. Location
street & number Various - See Individual Intensive Survey Forms not for publication

city, town Sheboygan County vicinity of

state Wisconsin code 55 county Sheboygan code 117

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied ___ agriculture museum
building(s) private JX_unoccupied ■ X commercial park
structure -Xboth work in progress educational . X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process yes: restricted government scientific

X Thematic being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
Group N/A . . no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple Ownership'- See Individual Intensive Survey Forms

street & number

city, town vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Register of Deeds, Sheboygan County Courthouse

street & number 6l5 North 6th Avenue

city, town Sheboygan gjgjg Wisconsin 53085

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title See Intensive Survey Forms has this property been determined eligible?

date federal state county local

depository for survey records state ilistorical Society of Ifl-gconsin. iiadi-son. Nisco-r,.g-iii <=;87n6
or Sheboygan County Landmarks Commission, 1002 Indian Avenue, Shebbygan, Wis. 

city, town state



7. Description
Condition
___ excellent
----- good .

fair
Varied

Check one
deteriorated ___unaltered
ruins ___ alU'red
unexposed Varied

Check one
JX original site 

___moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Introduction
All of the resources in this nomination were once significant water powered grist mills in 

Sheboygan County. All of them, except Gooseville, were either built as commercial mills 

or became commerical mills as grain surpluses were created. GSist in Sheboygan County, 
refers to any grain ground for feed or flour on millstones with the use of water power, and 

is not limited to the flour-milling process.

Sheboygan County lies within the Lake Michigan Drainage BAsin (l) and was significant in 

western settlement because it lies on one of three ancient trade routes between the Great 
Lakes and the Mississippi River. (2), It also connects Lake Winnebago and Lake Michigan, 
hence the IHdian name, SHA-BWA-WA-E-GTJN-NING, which means "waterway between lakes". (3)
The topography is ideally suited for water power. The Sheboyga.n, Onion, Mullet and Pigeon 

Rivers have their source in the kettles of the western part of the County and empty into 

Lake Michigan in the east with a drop in elevation of as much as 400 feet. (4) The County 

leads Wisconsin in water power sites and Wisconsin is exceeded by only three states in 

water power potential, according to the State G.§ologlcal and Natura,! History Survey of 
1908. (5)

Survey Methodology

Twenty-six grist and flouring mills are known to have once existed-'in Sheboygan County. (6) 
Of these, eleven remain in existence. One is a house (Greenbush), two are a combination 

residence and shop (Glenbeulah and Waldo), one has been moved and is a barn addition 

(hammers Mill, Cascade), one is a pizza house - also moved (Wm. Schwartz Mill, Plymouth), 
two are abandoned (Brickbauer Mill, Plymouth and Forest Flouring Mill, Cascade), three have 

evolved as feed mills (Franklin, Hingham and Jbhnsonville) and one is used occassionally as 

a water-powered sawmill (Gooseville).

Through the use of Sheboygan County atlases for 1862, 1875 and 1889, it was possible to 

locate all grist and flouring mills which existed during the wheat era (1840-1880). (7) 

Additionally, mills were noted in the county histories. Following this each mill site was 

located on a map and an on-site visit was carried out to see if the mill still existed and 

to locate it specifically. In many cases, relatives of owners were consulted to get more 

of a feel for the mill's history. Through Interviews, histories, county directories and 

newspaper accounts, a history was compiled of all of the water-powered grist and flouring 
mills in the county. Though some sawmills also existed in the county and were often combined
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with the grist and flour milling operation, the focus of this nomination is the grist and 

flour milling industry alone. The Department of Natural Resources records were studied to 

verify construction dates, owners and dam charter dates.

OHce all of the information was compiled, on-site visits completed and slides taken, the 

mills were judged for eligibility. Criteria for selection of the mills was based on their 

period of construction (within the wheat era 1840-1880), the relatedness to the mill’s 

original function and appearance, its condition and its representativeness of milling in 

the County.(See the Intensive Survey Forms for individual properties for more complete 

details of eligibility.) In the 1880's changes in technology began, first with the roller 

process in 1888 (8) and then with in the 20th century «ith the gasoline engine followed by
electric power. (9) These changes occurred after the wheat era. Nominated mills reflect the 
earlier period.

Due to severe loss of integrity, the following extant mills are no longer considered eligible. 
The hammers Mill in Cascade has been moved from its mill site and now fiinctions as a barn 

addition north of Cascade. The Greenbush Mill, was also moved from its mill site and now 

sits across the street and is used as a residence in the town of Greenbush. The Wm. Schwartz 

Flouring Mill in Plymouth, has been moved from its mill site and although the building 

remains, for the most part, intact, the first floor facade has been altered a great deal 
and it is now used as a pizza house. The Cascade Feed Mill, built in 1939 as a feed mill, 

never operated as a grist mill, though a grist mill once existed on this mill site. The 

Johnsonville Mill, though the oldest remaining mill and one of two extant custom mills in 

the coiinty, is in poor condition, because of adaptive use lacks integrity as an historical 
mill and does not have the typical appearance of a mill. The BSickbauer Mill was at one 

time a very busy and prominent mill in the county,* however, it is in extremely delapitated 

condition and through additions and adaptations made for uses other than milling, it is 

nearly tinrecognizable as a mill. The Hingham Mill is not the original mill to the site.
It was built after the turn of the century and so post-dates the wheat era. Although this 

three-story mill remains, it is covered with metal siding and adapted to the feed mill 
operation presently in existence.

General Description

The remaining mills are all of heavy frame construction with stone foundations and were built
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between 1848 and 1879. All of them, except Gooseville, are clapboard sided - Gooseville is 
board and batten. The Gooseville mill is a representative example of the smaller custom 
mills, in the more rural areas of the county, which typically measured 30 feet by 40 feet.
The larger commercial mills (Waldo, Franklin and Glenbeulah) vary in size, but are generally 
two and a half to three stories in height and measure 30-40* x 40-50*. All of the mills 
nominated have a setting very compatible with the original.

Since most Wisconsin mills post dated the invention of the turbine (10), the Sheboygan County 
mills operated on turbines from their beginning, with the exception of Glenbeulah, Franklin 
and Gooseville. Glenbeulah is the only mill with an exterior housing for the wooden paddle 
wheel. In Franklin the paddlewheel was interior and replaced with txupblnes in 1870. The 
original mill at Gooseville, built in 1855, had a wooden paddle wheel, but it was replaced 
with a Lefel turbine when the mill was rebuilt in 1879. (11) Lefel was the most common type 
of turbine to be Installed - it was named for its inventor. Though the turbine replaced the 
paddlewheel, the grain was still ground with millstones (usually the french burr type), until 
the roller process became available in the 1880s. This roller process crushed the grain by the 
use of a series of steel rollers instead of by the weight and friction created by the millstones. 
This new technology was more expedient and enabled larger quantities of grain to'be-.-ground. It 
also enabled the separation of the various grain parts, in the case of wheat, and led to a 
finer process for flour production.

The mill ponds in Sheboygan County were generally shallow since the drop in elevation from 
the pond to the sleuceway provided enough head to operate the millwheel(s). Ponds are 
still in evidence at some of the mill sites. At Glenbeulah and Gooseville, the ponds are 
deeper and the mill race shorter than at Franklin and Waldo, where the ponds are more shallow, 
but the mill races are quite extensive. At Glenbeulah, Franklin and Waldo, the ponds remain 
but the raceway has been filled in or blocked off. At Gooseville, the pond and slvi'iceway 
are in evidence.

There is very little remaining evidence of the engineering aspect of these early mills. Mills 
have either been adapted for other uses and the equipment removed or in the case of Glenbeulah, 
the equipment was removed for scrap during the Second World War. (12) In Franklin and Glen­
beulah, the wooden shafts or shoots for grain can be seen. Glenbeulah also has some gears in 
tact and Gooseville has an elevator and burr mill. Turbines remain in place at Gooseville and 
Waldo, but are beneath concrete housing. Because of the changing uses of the mills, it is un­
reasonable to expect them to have total interior integrity.

Please refer to Individual IMtensive Survey forms for descriptions of each mill in more detail. 
References:
(1) Department of Natural Resources RAilroad Commission of Wisconsin, June, 1915, File §59
(2) Ibid
(3) Buchen, Gustav, HISTORIC SHEBOYGAN COUNTY, 1944, P. 334
(4) Ibid. -----
(5) Whyte, Bertha Kitchell, WISCONSIN HERITAGE,, C.T. Branford Co., Boston, 1954, p. 41
(6) Sheboygan County Atlases of 1862, 1875 and 1889
(7) Buchen, Op Clt, p. 32
(8) Sheboygan P»ess, April 29, 1927, p. I6
(9) Whyte, Op Cit, p. 43

(10) Apps, Jerry and Strang, Allen, MILLS OF WISCONSIN AND THE MIDWEST. Tamarack Press, Madison, 
Wisconsin, 1980, p. 62 '
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References: (continued)

(11) Interview with Albert Schulz, former owner of the Gooseville Mill, May, 1982.
(12) Nord, David, "Greenbush Mill Project" for the Wisconsin Historical Society,

unpublished, p. 131



8. Significance
Period

prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599

___  1600-1699
_ _ 1700-1799

1800-1899 
___ 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 

X agriculture 
_ architecture 

art
__ commerce
.... communications

community planning 
conservation

___economics
.....education

engineering
X exploration settlement 
X industry 

invention

landscape architecture religion
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics government

science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian
theater

. transportation 
other (specify)

Specific dates See Individual SurveyfSee individual survey form.
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Thematic Period of Significance (See ISFs)

The four grist and flouring mills in this thematic group represent the eligible portion of 
eleven extant mills of the once twenty-six mills known to have existed in Sheboygan County.
All of the nominated structures, built between 1840-1880, vernacular in construction, are 

significant representations of the earliest industry in the coimty. In addition, the fre­
quency with which these mills dot the landscape and the predominance of commercial mills, 
makes these mills the most significant remnants of the agricultural and settlement trends 

of this early period. Grist, in Sheboygan County, refers to any grain ground into feed
or flour with millstones and is not limited to the flour milling process alone. The mills in
this nomination are the best representative examples of/lfieboygan County milling. They tell the 
history of settlement, agriculture and industry and should be afforded the respect they have 
Historical Background earned in the County's history.
The first settlers to Sheboygan County were the Yankees, arriving between 1836 and I860.
They came to increase their land holdings and were grain farmers, primarily involved with
the production of wheat, (l) When wheat, which used up the soil quickly, could no longer
be grown, ^ome settlers moved on or became businessmen. The German, Hollanders and Irish
came in about 1845. (2) They were more perservering with their farming and continued to
grow wheat from 1840-1380. afterwhich, due to the poor quality of the soil and the chink
bug, the growing of wheat declined. (3) It was during this wheat era (1840-1880) that
most of the mills in Sheboygan County were built and operated.

^ruc-tures

In Sheboygan County, as with the rest of American settlement, pioneers typically built homes, 
then churches, schools and grist mills. Water powered mills were among the 1 st Industrial s 

in America and so the nominated mills are the oldest such representatives of this early and imp­
ortant industry. Because of the availability of abundant water power and the quality of 
the soil, mills in Sheboygan County were built in virtually every community, at one time 

numbering twenty-six. (4) The extensiveness of these mills attests to the success of wheat 
farming in the county. Additionally, Sheboygan County is located adjacent to Lake Michigan 

and therefore affords easy access to the Great Lakes shipping routes to the East. The more
prevalent mills, the custom mills, served the needs of the local farmers to turn their grain
into feed and flour for their own use. new technology available for sowing and harvesting

grains enabled farmers to produce more'
wheat than they could use, the smaller mills were adapted, or new mills were built which 

were much larger in size and operation. These larger commercial mills processed the sur­
plus grain for shipment to other areas of the country, particularly the east coast region.
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See continuation sheets - pages 14 and 15
1. ..

List aii states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Miriam Rowe - ; ^ i. i.. *

organization Graduate Student date 1/10/84

street & number 905-D Eagle - Heights - telephone 238-;8786

city or town Madison state Wisconsin 53705

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is;

___ national ------state ^ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the hUHtPVal F^rjLSerySfe.:

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title
Jeff Dean 
Director of Historic Preserv^ion date November 12, 1984

For NPS use only
I hjtfeby certlfyjil^at this property is included in the National Re^ster .

Keeper of the National Register '
":couU',:» ii.ruor

Attest: date
j I-Chief of Registration

QPO e»4-78»
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Of the twenty-six mills in the county, the majority were eventually commercial mills. The 

number of commercial mills and the ratio of commercial to custom mills points further to 

the success of wheat agriculture in the county. However, the changing nature of the 

county’s economy and milling technology led to the disfigurement or demolition of most of 
the pioneer mills. Although some of the earliest mills had wooden paddle wheels, the 

turbine in most cases directed the water power to the millstones. This technology did 

not change until steam power (in the 1880s) and then electricity after the turn of the 

century. In the late 1880s many mill owners began to replace the millstones with the more 

efficient roller mill. Wheat, which was directed through a series of steel rollers, crush­
ing it, became a fine flour, preferred in bread making. This process increased the com­
mercial market for this more desireable product. Only the nominated mills still possess 

sufficient integrity to reflect their significant role in this important pioneer industry.
All of the others have either disappeared or have been drastically altered through alterna­
tive uses.

The following criteria were used to determine integrity:
1. survival of the mill
2. location - the presence of the mill pond, mlllrace or mill on its original site
3. presence of original fabric and form to convey original appearance
4. Interior machinery was evaluated, but because of adaptive use, it is unreasonable to 

expect the interiors to remain intact.
THe following is a brief history of the twenty-six mills extant or known to have existed 

in the county.
Nominated Mills

Waldo Mill or Onion river Mill: built in 1857, by Alonzo and Mark Martin. (5) It became 

' a roller mill in 1888 and was last a feed mill. The building is being restored for a 

residence and craft shop. One of four mills which retains integrity, this is the largest 
extant commercial mill in the county.
Glenbeulah Mill: built in 1857, by Colonel Swift, Joseph and James Dillingham, Edwin Slade 

and Steven Dillingham. (6) A very busy commercial mill which exported to Boston and 

other Eastern points. It became a roller mill in 1889 (7) and was taken over by the 

State in 1910 and the machinery removed in the war effort. (8) It is presently a wood­
working shop and residence. It is the best representative example, and most intact of 

' the commercial mills in the county.



NPS Form 10-900-* (»«2) 0MB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Inventory—Nomination Form
19th Century Grist and Flouring Mills of Sheboygan County

Continuation sheet 5 Item number 8

For WPS use onl, 

received 

date entered

Page

Franklin Mill or Lippers Mill; built in 1856 by Henry Dickoff and Conrad Arpke. (9)
The water power ended in 1959, when it ran with a Leffel turbine and was a hammer mill.
It still operates as a feed mill. It is the best representative example of a mill able 

to make the necessary adaptations to survive and remain a viable commercial mill.

The Gooseville Mill: built in 1855, was destroyed by fire in 1879 and rebuilt right after,
(10) It was always a custom mill, never a roller mill or hammermill. The Leffel turbine 

and burr mill are still operable with water power. It is the best representative example 

of a custom mill in the county.

The dates of construction for the nominated mills are from 1856 when the Franklin Mill was 

built (the earliest of those nominated) to 1879. 'these dates mark an important period 

after which the first roller mill in the county was established at the Waldo or Onion Fiver 

Mill. The conversion of many of the mills in the county to the roller process, marked the 

beginning of many technical changes which occurred within these mills J.n the years ahead, 
causing many to fail while others successfully adapted.
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Extant Mills
hammers Mill, Cascade, built in 1852 by Edward McIntosh and Ben Norman (11). It was 

moved in the 1950s by the owner, John Schlenter, to his farm west of Plymouth and is 

presently an addition to a barn. (12) BScause it has been moved, it is no longer 

eligible to be nominated.

Forest Flouring Mill, Cascade, built in 1857 by Andrew J. and George H. Brickner (13).
It burned in August of 1939 and was rebuilt by Marlin Schulz as the Cascade Feed Mill.
(14) It is presently abandoned. Because it is not the original mill and the present 
mill never operated as a grist or flouring mill, it is not eligible for this nomination.

Wm. Schwartz Flouring Mill; Plymouth, built in 1867 by Mr. Schwartz, was removed in 

1900, to a location across the street from the original mill site, when the water power 
site was purchased by the city. (15) It is presently a pizza house. Because it has 

been moved from its original site and because the first floor facade has been drastically 

altered, it is no longer eligible for nomination.

Brickbauer Mill, Plymouth, built in 1856, also by Mr. Schawrtz, with his partner H.N.
Smith. (16) It ran as a mill on water power until the 1950s when it was sold and became 

a fur food company. The milling machinery was removed for the new operation. (17) It 

is presently abandoned and in very poor condition. Its condition as well as the deteriora­
tion of its appearance and siting makes it ineligible for nomination.

Johnsonville or Ziegler & Johanning Mill, Johnsonville, was built in 1848 by Adam Mauer 
and Co. (18) It ran on water power grinding grist as late as 1915. IH the 1930s it 

was converted to a roller mill and then a feed mill. It has been abandoned for years, 
but has recently been sold. The integrity of the site is lost and the mill is not 
representative of the custom mills in the county and therefore is not eligible for 

nomination.

Hingham Mill, Hingham, was built in 1846 by Hiram Hobart.(19) The mill and dam were 

destroyed by lightning at the turn of the century. The current mill was built as a 

roller mill soon after. (20) It later became a feed mill, which operates today, and ran 

on water power until 1978. Because it is not the original mill to the site and the 

present mill post dates the wheat era, it is not eligible for nomination at this time.
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Greenbush Mill, Greenbush, was built in 1900 and operated for only one year. (21) It 

was sold in 1902 and moved into the Village of Greenbush, where it is a residence. Bg- 
cause it has been moved and has been adapted for use as a residence, it is no longer 

eligible for nomination.

Mills once known to have existed in the county;

Winooski Mill, Winooski, was built in 1849 by James and Lucinda Stone. (22) A milling 

operation on the site continued until 1910 when the dam broke and repairs were not made 

since very little milling was done. Only ruins remain of the mill, which was carried 

off a little at a time by people in the area.

Millersville Mill, Millersville, now a part of Howard's Grove, was built in 1856, by 

Henry Miller (Mueller). (23) This mill burned and was replaced with a cheese box factory 

in the 1860s. In 1875 he built another grist mill to run in connection with a planing 

mill. This burned in 1916. In 1917 a roller flour mill was erected on the site, which 

grotmd grist and ran in conjunction with a sawmill and planing mill, until 1947, when 

it burned again. There is presently a retail lumber business on the site - none of the 

previous structures remain. (24)

Ta-Quit-Qui-Oc Mill, Plymouth, was built in 1850 by Henry I. Davidson. It was a very 

busy mill in its day and ran on water power and with stones as late as the 1940s, when 

electric power was added. In 1957, when it was a feed mill, the owners turned the water 
rights over to the city. (25) In 1975-76 the building was torn down and a professional 
office building was built on the site.

The Cole Mill, Sheboygan Falls, built in 1842, by Charles D. Cole, burned in 1880 and 

was not rebuilt. (26)

Silas Stedman Mill, Sheboygan Falls, was built in 1836 by David Giddings. IN 1850 it 

became the Matoon Furniture FActory and in 1859 the Quinlan Rake Factory. The building 

went down river with the spring flood in 1883. (27)

Lyman Flour Mill or Rock Mills, Sheoybgan FAlls, was built in 1848 by A.P. and G.N.
Lyman. In 1925 the Wisconsin Power Co. purchased the mill and converted it into an 

automatic hydro electric station, destroying the building. (28)

Silver Creek Mill or Roller Mill, Silver Creek, was built at an imknown date, but turned 
roller mill in the early 1900s. (29) The mill was abandoned for years, and was torn down 

in the 1940s.
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Our Town Gildings Mill, Our Town, according to a map of 1862 was constructed by a David 

Gildings. (30) It was no longer in use, but owned by his son Harvard in 1908. (31)

Gibbsville Mill,Gibbsville, was built in 1850 by Allen W. KMight. Garrett hammers pur­
chased it in the late 1800s and it remained in the family until it burned in 1949. (32)
It last operated as a feed mill.

H.G. Gerrells Flouring Mill or Dassow’s Mill, appears on an 1862 atlas as a sawmill and 

on the 1875 and 1889 atlases as a grist mill. It was built by D. Giddings three miles 

north of Sheboygan Falls. (33)

Custom Flour Mill, Greenbush, was built I860 by Henry Sultze and sons. It was also 

called the Jacob Avery Mill. It ceased operation in 1908 and only remnants of the dam 

remain. (34)

Sheboygan; Four known mills once existed in Sheboygan, however, no Information can be 

found on them. One was on S. Water, at the mouth of the Sheboygan River on Walnut 
Street. The building was already gone by the turn of the century. (35) A second mill 
was at the East end of Pennsylvania Avenue, also on the Sheboygan River. (36) In 

addition, two grist mills were located north of Sheboygan on the Pigeon River. One was 

located on Mill Street and the other was just west of the railroad tracks. (37)

Areas of Significance 

Agriculture

The Sheboygan County mills are reflective of the early agriculture in this area. The con­
struction dates reveal where wheat farming w^s^ in^t^^^ed^,^^l^^s^^^ to prime agricultural lands. 
The development of commercial mills dominatedA-.in'^he county. Indicating the success of wheat 
farming. The diminishing of the importance of the mill, first in the eastern part of the 

county, and then moving west, is an indication of the growth of iirban centers and away from 

agriculture and the decline of wheat farming.

All of the mills are significant to agriculture. Glenbeulah, Waldo and Franklin, all 
commercial mills, form a triangle of mills centered in the county and serving the agri­
cultural needs of its interior. The siting of these Important mills is an indication of 
the prevalence of wheat farming in the entire county. Gooseville, a smaller custom mill.
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served the needs of the surrounding area and was at one time the only mill between Bolton- 

vllle. Cascade and Hingham. The fact that it was rebuilt as late as 1879 also indicates 

its importance to the agricultural area.

Settlement

The construction of these mills reveals the order of initiation and duration of Sheboygan 

County communities during the settlement period. While the Interior portions of the County 

were settled soon after those near Lake Michigan, it is evident from the growth of the 

settlements and the development of the commercial mills that those communities closest to 

the Lake, providing ease in shipping, developed earlier and to a greater extent. Increases 

in population within the County, followed by the demise of the mills, can be traced west­
ward with the most western mills, furthest from these population centers, the most intact.

The Glenbeulah mill is a representative example of the Yankee settlement in the County, 
while Franklin is an example of German settlement. While Waldo is in a more rural area 

now, at the time of its construction it was in a thriving community and on a main route 

(Highway 57) between Milwaukee and Sheboygan, thus it had easy access to the Lake Michigan 

shipping route. It is the largest commercial mill remaining in the county. Goosevllle, 
a custom mill, is a representative example of the importance of milling to the more sparse­
ly settled rural areas of the county.

Industry

Sheboygan Coixnty mills are reflective of the development, peak period and decline of the 

oldest of the county's industries. The dependence of these early mills on water power 
accounts for their siting and the importance of the communities, which in most cases, 
developed around them. The history of the mills tells the story of early industry and its 

development as the mills were changed or modernized. Often the commercial mills put the 

smaller custom mills out of operation as they were not able to compete. When power changed 

first to steam (1880s), then in the 1900s the gasoline engine, followed by the electric(33) 
motor, only the larger mills were able to afford the necessary adaptations which would 

allow them to continue in business. The decline in importance of the wheat crop (1880s) 
(39) combined with the progress of technology spelled the demise of most mills. The ones 
which were able to adapt themselves have survived in one form or another.
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Interviews by Miriam Rowe with;
Henry G. Wierman, son of previous owner of Waldo Mill, June 12, 1982.
Victor Lammers, grandson of second owner of HIngham Mill, June 3, 1982.
Charles Drewry, grandson of former owner of Winooski Mill, June 2, 1982.
Mrs. Ben Kappers, wife of previous owner of HIngham Mill, on May 15, 1982.
James Hughes, owner of Brickbauer Mill, at his law office in Plymouth, May 15, 1982. 
Elmer Hulee, long time resident of Cascade, re: Cascade (Lammers and Forest Flouring 

Mill) mills, Jline 8, 1982.
Henry and James Fintelman, owners of Franklin Mill, at the mill, April 8, 1983.
Calvin Boedecker, grandson of C. F. Arpke, at Franklin Mill, April 25, 1983.
Albert Shulz, son of previous owner, Goosevllle Mill, May 4 and July 20, 1982, at his 

home near the mill.
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Franklin Mill; Acreage of nominated property less than 1 acre
Quadrangle name Ffianklin Quadrangle Scale 1:24,000
UTM Reference: 16____ 4 2 7 4 4 0 4 8 5 3 7 45

EastingZone Northing

Verbal boundary description and justification: Commencing at a point,
2,010 feet north of the southwest corner of Section 20, T. 15N, R. 22E and thirty-three 

feet from the center of Franklin Road; thence 180 feet to the edge of the mill race; 
thence south along the west edge of the mill race (dry bed) to an iron pipe past the 

southeast corner of the mill building; thence due west 150 feet to a point thirty-three 

feet from the center of Franklin road; then north 171 feet to the point of origin.

1 acreGooseville Mill: Acreage of nominated property _
Quadrangle name Batavia Quadrangle Scale 1:24,000
UTM Reference: I6 417600 4826370

Zone Easting Northing
Verbal Boundary description and justification: Commencing at a point 250

feet N0rth and 33 feet east of the intersection of County Trunk SS and Silver Creek- 
Cascade Roads; thence '170feet east to an iron pipe; thence 90 degrees north to the 

edge of the mill pond; thence along the south edge of the mill pond and Stoney Creek, 
across the dam and then west to the southeast edge of the concrete bridge over Stoney 

Creek; thence south 95 feet to the point of origin.

Glenbeulah Mill: Acreage of nominated property 1 acre
Quadrangle name Elkart Lake Quadrangle Scale 1:24,000
UTM REference: I6 4 1 6 0 4 0 4849560

Zone Easting Northing
Verbal boundary description and justification: Bfeginnlng at the point of

Intersection of the east line of Gardner Street with the south line of the Old Chicago 

Northwestern Railroad right-of-way; thence south along an extension of the east line of 
Gardner Street 200 feet to a point just south of the mill race at the edge of the mill 
pond; thence north 70 degrees 42 minutes East and back to the parallel line which is 

190 feet distant from the south line of the railroad right-of-way for 200 feet; thence 

north 90 degrees, 180 feet to where it Intersects with the south line of the railToad 

right-of-way; thence south along the south line a distance of I60 feet to the point of 

origin.
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Waldo Mill: Acreage of nominated property: approximately 1 acre
Quandrangle Name: Plymouth South Quadrangle Scale 1:24,000
UTM Reference: 16 4241 40 4836040

EastingZone Easting Northing
Verbal boundary description and justification: Commencing at a point 272.25 feet north
of the Southeast corner of Section 14. T. 14 N., R. 21 E.; thence 90 degrees west 
494.86 feet; thence north 130.67 feet to a point 66 feet north of the north side of the 

mill race; thence South 73 degrees 15 seconds East 196.53 feet; thence 90 degrees north 

148.5 feet to the south bank of the Onion River; thence along south bank of river to 

U.S. Highway 57; thence south to point of origin.
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WAldo Mill: References continued
(6) Buchen, Op Cit, p. 26?
(7) Buchen, Op Cit, p. 269
(8) Ibid
(9) IHterview with Henry G. Wierman, son of previous owner, by Miriam Rowe, on June 12,

1982
(10) Buchen, Op Cit, p. 264
(11) Ibid
(12) Ibid

Glenbeulah Mill: References continued
(8) Buchen, Op Cit, p. 173
(9) Buchen, Op Cit, p. 174

(10) Buchen, Op Cit, p. 173
(11) Buchen, Op Cit, p. 175
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Description

Franklin Mill la located on the southeast corner of Franklin Road and Highway A in 

Franklin. It is situated on the Sheboygan River. The mill looks very much as it’did 

during the wheat era. The two and a half story frame structure in the center measures 

approximately 35' x 45' and is the original mill built in 1856. The two and a half 
story intersecting gable addition to the south was added in 1868 when business was 

booming, (l) The east side or face of the mill looks the same today as it did in the 

pioneer era. The west side, which faces the now dry raceway, has been metal sided. There 

is also an addition on the north side - a one-story entry addition. It is not known when 

this was added. The mill is constructed of 12" x 12" timbers with 12" x 13" joists of 
virgin pine. (2) When the south addition was built, in 1868, three run of stone were added 

to grind flour. (3) Turbines were installed in 1870 for the feed and flour mill opera­
tion (4). It is not known if the earlier paddle wheel was Inside or outside of the mill, 

but presumably it was outside, since no exterior remains. The mill turned to a roller 

mill operation and then a hammermlll in subsequent years, which remains today. The water 

power ended in 1959. (5) Wooden shafts and shoots remain on the interior as well as the 

framing and walls of the original mill. There is, however, no other evidence of the grist 
milling days, since the mill has been adapted to a feed mill operation.

Significance

Franklin Mill is significant because of its ability to survive all of the changes since 

its construction with its original integrity so much in tact. The original water rights 

were granted, and the dam built in 1851. (6) The turbines were not installed until 1870 

so the mill must have had a paddlewheel originally. (7) It was described in 1889 as the 

best equipped mill in the county, (8)and remains a highly productive feed mill operation 

today. Once called "Dippers" Mill, the Franklin Mill was built by immigrants from the 

Dipper Detmold region of Germany and therefore is a remnant of the German settlement of 
Sheboygan County. (9) This mill is important as an example of immigrant know-how in 

establishing these early mills and as an example of how these mills were able to adapt 
and survive. Because it's integrity and setting remain so much in tact, it is one of the
best examples of a typical commercial mill in Sheboygan County, rietal eauipnent on tlie 
north and east of the mill, associated with the cureent business, does not detract from 
References: the integrity of the property,
(1) Sheboygan press, April 29, 1927, p. 16
(2) Interview by Miriam Rowe with Calvin Boedecker, grandson of C.F. Arpke, April 25,

1983, at the mill
(3) Sheboygan Press, Op Clt
(4) Department of Natural Resources Railroad Commission, June, 1915, File H59
(5) Whyte, Bertha Kitchel, WISCONSIN HERITAGE, C.T. Branford Co., Boston, 1954, p. 49
(6) DNR Railroad Commission, Op Clt
(7) Ibid
(8) Whyte, Op Clt, p. 51
(9) Ibid
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Description

Glenbeulah is situated on the north side of the Mullet River in the village of Glenbeulah.
It is a two and a half-story frame structure with clapboard siding. The exterior housing 

to the south once contained an overshot waterwheel.(l) The original structure, of tongue 

and groove construction, was built in 1857. Its size is (approximately 37' x 42') typical 
of the commercial mills in the county. In 1863, a two-story intersecting gabled addition 

was made to the north (2) and hub and spokes were manufactured using water powered machinery 

in addition to the milling operation. The mill pond to the west of the mill building is 

still evident, but the mill race is no longer in operation. Because the mill race is the 

only one in the county known to have run an exterior housed paddlewheel and because it 

adds to the Integrity of the mill and its site, it is included in the nomination. Nothing 

remains of the waterwheel, however remnants of the mill stones (French Burr) were found 

by the present owners. The paddlewheel was replaced with a Leffel turbine in 1895. (3)
The addition to the rear or east of the building is not significant to the nomination since

S l&Il j.f C 3.tlC 6
it was not constructed within the ^ era. since many types of additions were typical to 
these early mills as they adapted to technical changes, this addition does not detract from 
its overall integrity both in character and setting.
The mill interior contains much of the line shaft and pulley system. This machinery,/'
at one time powered two mill stones (4) and'worked twenty-four hours a day (5). To the
original Leffel turbine (26" in diameter) a second Leffel (13") was added in 1915. (6)
As late as 1915 the mill operated 75 days a year, running 10 hours per day and six days
per week. (7) The mill stood idle for many years and the machinery was stripped out to
aid the war effort. (8) The sluiceway channelled water from the pond and directed it over a 

paddlewheel on the exterior of the mill building. Because the pond and sluiceway are more 
elevated than the wheel housing, it is presumed that the wheel was an overshot type. 
Significance
Glenbeulah was a leading grain market and the western terminus for the Sheboygan- 
Misslssippi Railroad when funds ran out. (9) The mill was built by Yankee land speculators 

who platted Glenbeulah, (10)and is therefore a fine example of Yankee settlement and enter­
prise. This commercial mill shipped most of its flour to Boston and other eastern ports,
(11) via the Great Lakes route. The mill is an excellent example of the early mills

built in the county and the only remaining commercial mill known to have had an exterior 

paddlewheel. It is a good example of early mills, showing how the mill pond, flume and 

wheel worked in conjunction to power the machinery. The northern addition does not in any 

way detract from the mills integrity and was constructed well within the wheat era. The 

setting for the mill remains the same as it did in its most productive days.

References:
(1) Sheboygan Press, April 29, 1927, p. 14
(2) Ibid
(3) Department of Natural Resources Railroad Commission, June, 1915, File §59

(4) Buchen, Gustav, HISTORIC SHEBOYGAN COUNTY, 1944, p. 174
(5) DNR Railraod Commission, Op Cit
(6) Ibid
(7) Ibid
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Description

The Gooseville Mill measures 34’ x 40'. !+■ ic a cwo-story frame building constructed of
10" X 10" oak timbers with cedar vertical board and batten siding (the only one in the 

county) and a stone foundation.’ On the north side of the mill the building extends into 

a board and batten covered basement. This portion is where the mill race runs through the 

building and where the turbine is housed. Judging from the position of the race to the 

building, the paddlewheel which existed on the original mill wasmost likely an overshot 
type. However, no evidence of this wheel remains. The mill is situated on the east side 

of Silver Creek-Cascade Road about one tenth mile north of Highway SS and is on Stoney 

Creek. The 38 acre mill pond extends to the east and north of the mill site. (1) The 

dam and mill race are functional and are Included in the nomination as the only extant 
example of the fully intact race-pond-mill complex, in its original Isolated setting.
There are office and sawmill additions to the east of the structure, which are not a part 
of the original mill, but do not detract from its Integrity or setting. The interior 

features, although intact and operable, consist of a burr mill and elevator which don’t 

relate to the period of pioneer milling

Significance
The mill is in excellent condition and has the burr mill, elevator and turbine (Leffel) 

which are still operable with water power, but don’t relate to the wheat era. The saw­
mill, run on water power, is in fact still used occassionally by the owner. The shafts, 
belts and pulleys remain in tact as well. The character, setting and integrity of the 

mill remains unchanged from early days. It is the last mill in the cbunty with water 

power capability and is one of two remaining custom mills in the county. Although custom 

milling was a common feature in this county, this mill gains exceptional significance be­
cause it is the best remaining example of this pioneer industry, so important to the
early settlers of the county.

Unlike most situations for channelling water from the pond to the mill, the Coosevllle Mill
^ directly from the pond to the turbine located

in the lower portion of the mill building. The amount of water flow and therefore the power 
IS controlled by a sluice gate. The dam controls the water level of the pond. It was at 
one time made of stones and wood, but was reconstructed of concrete when the earlier dam
weakened and broke in the early seventies. The dam was fixed and after two years as a dry
bed, the pond was once again filled in 1973. (2) ^

References
IT) Department of Natural Resources RAilraod Commission, June, 1915, File 
\ 2 / Ibi(i
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The Waldo Mlll-Waldo, Sheboygan County
Description _ . , ,The Waldo Mill in Lyndon Township is situated on the south side of the Onion River in. what was 
once the village of Onion River and is not a part of V/aldo. It is on the v/est side of Highway 
57, just north of Highway 28. The original structure was built as a grist mill in 1859 just 
below an existing sawmill. (1) It is a sturdy two and a half to three story structure with 
hand hewn timbers and clapboard siding. (2) The mill operated as a grist mill with French Burr 
stones, common in those days (3) and a turbine rfade by Leffel, which remains today. In 1888 
the roller milling process was adopted (4) and in 1905 the one-story office addition was made 
to the north of the building. (5) This addition was a typical addition where there was a wood- 
burning stove and space for the miller and his clients to chat and wait for the wheat to be 
ground. It is a wood building with a stone foundation, with an intersecting gable roof. In 
1915, the two-story gabled addition to the south was built. This wood addition is approximately 
30 X 40', doubling the size of the mill. The vertical siding is now covered with tin. An 
addition was later made to the south addition. This is a lean-to building, made of wood and 
used for storage. The intersecting gabled addition to the south, the lean-to addition to the 
south and the north office addition are all significant and

contribute to the nomination. Even though they are not significant to the, early period, 
they are typical of a commercial mill in the county U.ndergoing adaptations in appearance due 
to the changes in technology.

The present owner had made some changes in the building to accomodate its new use as a residence 
and craft/antique shop. The appearance of the original building has been maintained or reestab­
lished with the repair of the elevator shaft and the replacement of the vertical siding. The 
interior retains the flavor of an old mill, but has undergone many changes through the years. 
There is nothing in the interior which contributes to the nomination other than the remaining 
evidence of the manner of construction. This mill was able to make the transitions in product 
and new technology to be able to survive. At the turn of the century, the mill was still going 
strong. (7) As late as W.W. I, flour was being shipped East by rail.(8) In 1944 when the mill 
changed owners, the flour milling operation was changed to feed milling with v/ater power and 
an attrition feed grinder and electric hammer mills were also added. (9) The only technical 
feature of the mill's productive days which remains is the Leffel turbine, which is still encased 
in concrete in the northwest corner of the basement of the mill. The overall appearance of the 
mill has changed gradually over a period of years, beginning with the north addition in 1905.
Its present appearance has remained since 1944 when the loose Brothers ran the mill.

The mill pond remains and is situated west or to the rear of the mill. Though this pond remains 
for the most part in tact, it is not significant to this nomination. The mill race, which once 
connected the pond and mill, is no longer evident and the mill now stands at the end of a dry 
bed and quite a distance from the Onion River. These elements are therefore not a part of 
this nomination.

Significance
The Waldo Mill is an excellent survivor of the once very improtant milling industry in Sheboygan 
County. It was once a commercial mill and was known to have been the busiest mill in the county. 
It once shipped surplus flour from the docks in Sheboygan to Boston and New York. (10) In 
1875 and also 1876, over 500 freight cars, weighing 15 tons each, of grain was shipped from 
Waldo. (11) All kinds of floiir were made as late as 1927 - rye, wheat, buckwheat and grist. (12) 
The mill saw many changes and adptations through the years. It is significant as an example 
of the largest remaining commercial grist and flouring mill in the county. Its history reveals 
the change from custom to commercial milling, the history of wheat agriculture in the county 
and the role the mill played in settlement. It is also a good example of the changes necessary 
for a mill to adapt and survive into the 20th Century.

References
TiT 
(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)

Buchen, Gustav, HISTORIC SHEBOYGAN COUNTY, 1944,.page 264.
Ibid
Howell, Charles and Keller, Allan, THE MILL, Sleepy Hollow Restorations, Tarrytown, 

N.Y., 1977, p. 100 
Buchen, Op Cit, p. 266 
Buchen, Op Cit, p. 267
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