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1. Name of Property
historic name Browns Point Lighthouse and Keeper's Cottage
other names/site number N/A

2. Location
street & number 201 Tulalip N.E. I I not for publication
city, town Tacoma I XI vicinity
state Washington code county Pierce code 053 zip code 99207

3. Classification
Ownership of Property 
I I private 
Q public-local 
I I public-state 
fx] public-Federal

5

Category of Property 
I building(s) 

district 
site
structure 
object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing

2
Noncontributing

2 buildings 
sites

1 structures
objects

3 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: 

N/A
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

In my opinion, the property EU meets Qdoes not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official

State or Federal agency and bureau

EE] nomination EH request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
Nationaf Register of Historic Places land meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opiniorf, the proaert)^^ gaws EH does not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation isheet.

SignatiKO of certifying official ^
Waspingjcon State Office of Archaeology & Historic Preservation

State or F^eral agency and bureau

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
EH entered in the National Register. 

EH See continuation shoot.
H determined eligible for the National 

Register. EH See continuation sheet.
^ determined not eligible for the 

National Register.

removed from the National Register, 
other, (explain:)_________________

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

TRANSPORTATION: water-related
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

TRANSPORTATION: water-related

7. Description
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions)

Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals:
Classical Revival________________

Modern Movement: Moderne

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete_______________
walls__ wood: weatherboard

roof _ 
other.

other: composition shingle
concrete

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Browns Point Lighthouse and associated structures are located on a three acre 
beachfront site on the northern tip of Browns Point in Pierce County, at the eastern entry 
to Commencement Bay. The property Includes eight structures associated with the operation 
of the light, dating from 1903 until the 1950s, as well as 1,000 feet of beach and a grassy 
lawn which rises gently above the shore of Puget Sound. The site, once part of the 
Puyallup Indian reservation, commands a sweeping view of Commencement Bay and Tacoma.

The first light structure on the point, erected in 1887, was a fixed white light lens 
lantern placed on a white post 12 feet above sea level and 50 yards from the low water end 
of shore. In 1903, a second light station was built, a wooden structure measuring 34 feet 
high with a gabled hood and resting on a concrete base. That light was replaced by the 
current concrete tower in 1933 (described below).

The original lighthouse keeper's cottage, also built in 1903, still stands and retains 
outstanding integrity. The cottage, located about 300 feet east (and uphill) of the light, 
is a detached one euid one-half story frame structure, distinguished by its vernacular 
Neoclassical character. The structure measures approximately 30 feet by 20 feet, rests on 
a raised concrete basement, and is faced with clapboard siding and corner boards. The 
side-gable roof, covered with composition shingles, has a medium pitch and features boxed 
eaves (to simulate a full cornice) with gable returns on the side elevations. A plain 
frieze board runs beneath the cornice across the house at the top of the first floor. A 
single brick chimney rises from the rear slope of the roof near the ridgeline.

The front (north) facade of the structure features a central, glazed, single-leaf door with 
sidelights, sheltered by a portico with full entablature (Including dentlllated cornice) 
and paired pillars. The original railing was replaced by the current railing with cross 
members sometime in the 1970s. To either side of the portico are double-hung wood sash 
windows with two-over-one lights (replacing the original two-over-two). The windows are 
framed with wood surrounds with projecting hood moldings and sills. A gable-roofed dormer, 
with paired sash windows, projects from the front slope of the roof just above the portico. 
The dormer has a boxed cornice, a sunburst moulding in the gable end, and the windows are 
framed by engaged pilaster-like mouldings.

The east and west side elevations are distinguished by large Palladian windows in the upper 
gable ends. The windows feature a rounded central light, with double hung, one-over-one, 
wood sash, flanked by two shorter rectangular windows with double hung, one-over-one, wood 
sash. The Palladian groups are framed by moulded surrounds, and the sills of the windows 
rest on the frieze board which runs around the house. Complementing the Palladian motif 
are triangular windows located in the corners of the gable ends, with muntins radiating in

nn See continuation sheet
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a sunburst motif. The first floors of the side elevations are punctuated by two 
symmetrically placed windows, with two-over-two, double bung sash, framed by molded 
surrounds. The rear elevation Includes several wood sash windows and a nonhistorlc shed 
roof porch, which shelters the single leaf rear door.

The first floor interior of the cottage features a central hall with a straight-reverse 
stairway that rises to the upper level. Parlors are located to either side of the front 
hall, and are entered through panelled doors with moulded surrounds. The stairway features 
a bsmnlster with panelled newel post and turned balusters. The upper level of the cottsige 
Includes £ui alcove at the stair landing, and two bedrooms. The bedroom walls auid ceilings 
are finished with tongue and groove boards. The interior retains good integrity, although 
the rear kitchen has been altered.

The lighthouse built in 1933 to replace the wooden structure still stands on the property. 
The white rectangular tower, constructed of poured concrete, rises 34 feet high and 
measures nine and one-half feet square. Vaguely Modernistic in style, the tower is 
composed of intersecting blocks upon which a smaller, recessed parapet block is set. The 
lantern and foghorn are mounted on the parapet block, although the originals were replaced 
in 1963t and the horn is controlled by a distant lighthouse on Maury Island. The tower is 
entered by a single leaf door, and is punctuated by windows on both the lower and upper 
levels. The tower rests on a concrete platform, which is reached by a shallow set of 
concrete steps. A concrete, flat-roofed generating house, measuring 13 feet by 17 feet, 
was built at the same time, and is located immediately to the west. Both the lighthouse 
and the generator house are boarded up today.

A variety of ancillary structures, dating from various periods in the history of the 
facility, still stand on the grounds. The original kerosene oil house, built in 1903 but 
no longer used, is a frame, gable-roofed shed that measures eight feet by 12 feet. The 
shed is faced with corrugated metal siding and has a corrugated metal roof. The structure 
is entered through a central door in the gable end. The door is framed by a classical 
surround with full entablature, complementing the design of the llghtkeeper’s house. The 
oil house was moved from a location Immediately west of the lighthouse to a new site, with 
a concrete pad foundation. Just east of the boathouse.

The original boathouse, also constructed in 1903» is located on the beachfront north of the 
light. Now used for storage, the boathouse is a frame structure with a gable roof, with 
boxed eaves and frieze board, and clapboard siding with cornerboards. The building 
measures 40 feet long and 16 feet wide, and is entered through sliding, panelled, double 
doors that are reached by a concrete ramp that leads up from the water’s edge. A rear 
single leaf door is located on the south side, and a window has been boarded up. Another 
contributing property is the electrical power house, built in the 1920s, which stands 
immediately to the rear of the llghtkeeper's house. The gable roof structure measures 
eight and one-half feet by 12 1/2 feet and is sided in shingles. The shed is no longer in 
use.
Non-hlstorlc (and noncontributing features) include the crew quarters built in the early 
1950s and now vacant. The one room frame structure measures 20 feet by 21 feet and is 
sided in shingles. A two-stall detached garage, measuring 24 feet by 20 feet, is in
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private use. A restroom facility, measuring 12 feet by 16 feet, was recently installed by 
the parks department to accommodate park visitors.

Both Pierce County Parks and Metropolitan Park District of Tacoma have alternately assumed 
responsibility for the lighthouse grounds including the buildings since 1964 under an 
agreement with the U.S. Coast Guard. Picnic tables dot the grounds and it remains a 
favorite spot for beachgoers. The keeper's house is currently rented to private 
individuals and their yard is fenced for privacy.

Resource Count

Contributing Buildings: Lighthouse Keeper's Cottage 
Boathouse

Contributing Structures; Light Tower 
Oil House 
Generator House

Noncontributing Buildings: Crews' Quarters 
Restrooms

Noncontributing Structures: Garage
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally Q statewide [] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria Qa IZ]b [x]C I IP

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Qa Qb Oc □□ Qe Qf I Ig

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)
MARITIME HISTORY 
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance 
1903-1939

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Dates
1903. 1933

Significant Person
N/A

Architect/Builder
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Browns Point Lighthouse, Llghtkeeper's Cottage, and ancillary structures are 
significantly £issoclated with transportation and commerce In Commencement Bay, and have 
served as integral parts of the federal system of navigational aids on Puget Souixl since 
1903* Architecturally, the cottage Is a well preserved example of standard federal design 
from the period, reflecting the diminutive Neoclassical Idiom favored for small 
residential buildings. Today, the lighthouse grounds retain good integrity, reflecting 
several phases of the site's history, and are maintained as a public paiic through the Joint 
cooperation of local parks agencies, the United States Coast Guard, and the Browns Point 
community.

Historical Background:

Captain George Vancouver and his party are believed to have been the first Europesms to 
disembark at Brown's Point, coming ashore In May, 1792, during their exploration of Puget 
Sound. Vancouver wrote that "having passed around the point, we found the Inlet to 
terminate here In an extensive circular, compact bay, whose waters washed the base of 
Mount Rainier". Impressed by the site, Vancouver remained to share a meal with a group of 
local Puyallup Indians. Six decades later, with the arrival of American settlers in the 
area, the Browns Point vicinity (together with a large part of northwestern Pierce County) 
became part of the 23,000 acre Puyallup Indian reservation, established by the Treaty of 
Medicine Creek in 1854. The Browns Point area remained reservation property until the late 
19th century, when some of the Puyallup lands began to be sold.

Despite its strategic location at the entrance to Commencement Bay, It was not until the 
late 19th century that the first beacon was erected at Browns Point. In December, 1887, a 
fixed white light lens lantern was placed on a white post as a navigational aid for ships 
entering the bay. The development reflected the growing importance of Tacoma and its 
harbor, by then the terminus of the Northern Pacific Railroad and a growing commercial 
center in the region.

As shipping activity Increased on Puget Sound waters, the Browns Point light station became 
an Important beacon. The light was particularly critical to the "Mosquito Fleet," the 
hundreds of boats that constituted the short-haul transport system for goods and people 
prior to the advent of the automobile, trucks and buses. The establishment of a station

fxlsee continuation sheet
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J See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):
[ ] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested
H previously listed in the National Register 
] previously determined eligible by the National Register 
J designated a National Historic Landmark 
3 recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey #
H recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record #

Primary location of additional data:
] State historic preservation office 
] Other State agency 
] Federal agency 
] Local government 
] University 
] Other 

Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 2.5 acres
Quadrangle Name:
UTM References 
A lllOl l5I4 i2 ll i5 lO I 

Zone Easting
c lU I I I I I I I

Tacoma North Quadrangle Scale: 1:24000

l5 i2 |3 i9 ll lO lO I B I I I I I I I
Northing Zone

D I I I
Easting

I
Northing

J L
H See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property is included in the Browns Point Lighthouse Park and is described 
thusly; beginning at the northwest intersection of "A" Street and the Park drive parking 
lot, proceed west along the north edge of the drive and continue west until the shore; 
follow the shoreline approximately 1000 feet; proceed southerly to point of beginning.

^ See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The nominated property is coterminous with the Browns Point Lighthouse Park, and includes 
the remaining 3-acre site which retains integrity from the period of significance.

I I See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Jill Barkley; edited by Leonard Garfield
organization Points N.E. Historical Society
street & number 6602 Spring Street N.E._____
city or town Tacoma__________________________

date August 1988
. telephone 
Slate Washington

(206) 927-3329
. zip code 98422
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also influenced the location of two docks built nearby: one on the west built by Jerry 
Meeker, a famous Puyallup Indian, landowner and the developer of the adjacent Browns Point 
community; and another dock on the east side cove built by Scotsman Captain Matthew 
McDowell, for his fleet of passenger ships, moored below his home and property.

In 1901, the federal government, recognizing the importance of the site as a point of entry 
into Tacoma Harbor, planned for a more substantial facility, complete with boathouse and 
keeper's cottage. At that time. Browns Point property was condemned and two property 
owners received $1,500 each for the land needed to build a lighthouse. The condemnation 
was done in accordance with the 1877 Dawes Severalty Act which gave individual land 
allotments to Indians who had patent deeds to property within the boundaries of the 
Puyallup reservation.

In October, 1903, the new wooden lighthouse structure was completed under the direction of 
the O.S. Army Corps of Engineers and was opened at ceremonies presided over by Government 
Officer Charles C. Calkins (formerly navigating officer aboard Admiral Dewey's flagship 
Olympia at the battle of Manila Bay). Captain Calkins appointed Oscar V. Brown as the 
official lighthouse keeper, and Brown served in the position until he retired in 1939.

The light was initially lit with kerosene, then with acetylene light, and the lighthouse 
bell, cast in Philadelphia in 1852, was operated by clock weights wound by hand every 90 
minutes until 1922 when electric power was Installed. The old bell was donated to the 
College of Puget Sound in Tacoma. In 1933i the wooden structure was razed and burned, 
soon replaced by a new Modernistic style concrete tower, measuring 34 feet high, and a 
power generator. The tower remains in good condition, although the original light and 
foghorn were replaced in the 1960s.

Following Oscar Brown's distinguished service, numerous lighthouse keepers served Browns 
Point for eight hour watches, until 1963i when the U.S. Coast Guard replaced the three-mam 
crew with automated equipment. Candlepower was stepped up from 5,000 to 11,000 and a more 
powerful foghorn was Installed. Still used today, the foghorn is operated by the Point 
Robinson lighthouse on Maury Island. The present lighthouse also serves as a trlangulatlon 
point for the D.S. Coast Guard and Geodetic Survey.

A series of lighthouses were constructed under the auspices of the federal government in 
the early 20th century along the waters of the Puget Sound, and all the other extant 
facilities are listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The property at Browns 
Point shares many of the same associations as those, emd is distinguished by a keeper's 
cottage executed in the Neoclassical idiom favored by the federal government during the 
period. The lighthouse, cottage, and ancillary structures retain good integrity and still 
convey their historic role in emslstlng the maritime commerce on the Puget Sound.
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BROWNS POINT LIGHTHOUSE AND LIGHTKEEPERS' COTTAGE, Tacoma vicinity. Pierce Co., WA
1. Keeper's Cottage (Contributing) 4. Boathouse (Contributing)
2. Light (Contributing) 5. Oil House (.Contributing)
3. Generator House (Contributing) 6. Restroom (Noncontributing)

7. Crew's Quarters (Noncontributing) 8. Garage (Noncontributing)
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CLASSIFICATION
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DESCRIPTION

_architectural classification
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statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

___summary paragraph
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___applicable criteria
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_____________ ________ ______________________ Phone f J~f~J

____  DateSigned



NPS Forni 10-900 
(R»v. 8^)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service fEB 161989

0MB No. 10240019 ^

r.i •

National Register of Historic Places 

Registration Form
national
register

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines 
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1. Name of Property
historic name Browns Point Lighthouse and Keeper's Cottage
other names/site number N/A

2. Location
street & number 201 Tulalip N.E. J not for publication

city, town Tacoma I XI vicinity

state Washington code WA county Pierce code 053 zip code 99207

3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property

private buiiding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
X public-local X district 2 2 buiidings

public-state site sites
X pubiic-Federal structure 3 1 structures

object objects
5 3 Total

Name of related muitipie property iisting:
N/A____________________________

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the Nationai Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the Nationai Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, i hereby certify that this 
[Zl nomination EH request for detdTvnination of eiigibiiity meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
Nationai Register of Historic Pieces land meets the procedurai and professionai requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the proaertv^] EP^Qis EH does not meet the Nationai Register criteria. EH See continuation/sheet.

*Signature of 
Washin,

rtifying official 
on State Office

Date'

of Archaeology & Historic Preservation
State or F^eral agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property EH meets EH does not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 
^entered in the National Register. 

See continuation sheet.
EH determined eligibie for the Nationai 

Register. EH See continuation sheet. 
EH determined not eligible for the 

National Register.

L..tered in th^

] removed from the National Register. 
IH other, (expiain:)___________________

-<^(/>8l^nature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION: water-related
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

TRANSPORTATION: water-related

7. Description
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions)

Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals: 
Classical Revival

Modern Movement: Moderne__________

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete_______________
walls______wood: weatherboard

roof _ 
other.

other: composition shingle
concrete

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Browns Point Lighthouse and associated structures are located on a three acre 
beachfront site on the northern tip of Browns Point in Pierce County, at the eastern entry 
to Commencement Bay. The property Includes eight structures associated with the operation 
of the light, dating from 1903 until the 1950s, as well as 1,000 feet of beach and a grassy 
lawn which rises gently above the shore of Puget Sound. The site, once part of the 
Puyallup Indian reservation, commands a sweeping view of Commencement Bay and Tacoma.

The first light structure on the point, erected in 1887, was a fixed white light lens 
lantern placed on a white post 12 feet above sea level and 50 yards from the low water end 
of shore. In 1903» a second light station was built, a wooden structure measuring 34 feet 
high with a gabled hood and resting on a concrete base. That light was replaced by the 
current concrete tower in 1933 (described below).

The original lighthouse keeper's cotteige, also built in 1903, still stands and retains 
outstanding integrity. The cottage, located about 300 feet east (and uphill) of the light, 
is a detached one and one-half story frame structure, distinguished by its vernacular 
Neoclassical character. The structure measures approximately 30 feet by 20 feet, rests on 
a raised concrete basement, and is faced with clapboard siding and corner boards. The 
side-gable roof, covered with composition shingles, has a medium pitch and features boxed 
eaves (to simulate a full cornice) with gable returns on the side elevations. A plain 
frieze board runs beneath the cornice across the house at the top of the first floor. A 
single brick chimney rises from the rear slope of the roof near the ridgeline.

The front (north) facade of the structure features a central, glazed, single-leeif door with 
sidelights, sheltered by a portico with full entablature (including dentillated cornice) 
and paired pillars. The original railing was replaced by the current railing with cross 
members sometime in the 1970s. To either side of the portico are double-hung wood sash 
windows with two-over-one lights (replacing the original two-over-two). The windows are 
framed with wood surrounds with projecting hood moldings and sills. A gable-roofed dormer, 
with paired sash windows, projects from the front slope of the roof just above the portico. 
The dormer has a boxed cornice, a sunburst moulding in the gable end, and the windows are 
framed by engaged pllaster-llke mouldings.

The east and west side elevations are distinguished by large Palladian windows in the upper 
gable ends. The windows feature a rounded central light, with double hung, one-over-one, 
wood sash, flanked by two shorter rectangular windows with double hung, one-over-one, wood 
sash. The Palladian groups are framed by moulded surrounds, and the sills of the windows 
rest on the frieze board which runs around the house. Complementing the Palladian motif 
are triangular windows located in the corners of the gable ends, with muntlns radiating in

[x]see continuation sheet
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a sunburst motif. The first floors of the side elevations are punctuated by two 
symmetrically placed windows, with two-over-two, double hung sash, framed by molded 
surrounds. The rear elevation Includes several wood sash windows and a nonhlstorlc shed 
roof porch, which shelters the single leaf rear door.

The first floor interior of the cottage features a central hall with a straight-reverse 
stairway that rises to the upper level. Parlors are located to either side of the front 
hall, and are entered through panelled doors with moulded surrounds. The stairway features 
a bannister with panelled newel post and turned balusters. The upper level of the cottage 
includes an alcove at the stair landing, and two bedrooms. The bedroom walls and ceilings 
are finished with tongue and groove boards. The interior retains good integrity, although 
the rear kitchen has been altered.

The lighthouse built in 1933 to replace the wooden structure still stands on the property. 
The white rectangular tower, constructed of poured concrete, rises 34 feet high and 
measures nine and one-half feet square. Vaguely Modernistic in style, the tower is 
composed of intersecting blocks upon which a smaller, recessed parapet block is set. The 
lantern and foghorn are mounted on the parapet block, although the originals were replaced 
in 1963, and the horn is controlled by a distant lighthouse on Maury Island. The tower is 
entered by a single leaf door, and is punctuated by windows on both the lower and upper 
levels. The tower rests on a concrete platform, which is reached by a shallow set of 
concrete steps. A concrete, flat-roofed generating house, measuring 13 feet by 17 feet, 
was built at the same time, and is located immediately to the west. Both the lighthouse 
and the generator house are boarded up today.

A variety of ancillary structures, dating from various periods in the history of the 
facility, still stand on the grounds. The original kerosene oil house, built in 1903 but 
no longer used, is a frame, gable-roofed shed that measures eight feet by 12 feet. The 
shed is faced with corrugated metal siding and has a corrugated metal roof. The structure 
is entered through a central door in the gable end. The door is framed by a classical 
surround with full entablature, complementing the design of the llghtkeeper's house. The 
oil house was moved from a location immediately west of the lighthouse to a new site, with 
a concrete pad foundation. Just east of the boathouse.

The original boathouse, also constructed in 1903, is located on the beachfront north of the 
light. Now used for storage, the boathouse is a frame structure with a gable roof, with 
boxed eaves and frieze board, and clapboard siding with cornerboards. The building 
measures 40 feet long and 16 feet wide, and is entered through sliding, panelled, double 
doors that are reached by a concrete ramp that leads up from the water's edge. A rear 
single leaf door is located on the south side, and a window has been boarded up. Another 
contributing property is the electrical power house, built in the 1920s, which stands 
immediately to the rear of the llghtkeeper's house. The gable roof structure measures 
eight and one-half feet by 12 1/2 feet and is sided in shingles. The shed is no longer in
use.

Non-hlstorlc (and noncontributing features) Include the crew quarters built in the early 
1950s and now vacant. The one room frame structure measures 20 feet by 21 feet and is 
sided in shingles. A two-stall detached garage, measuring 24 feet by 20 feet, is in
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private use. A restroom facility, measuring 12 feet by 16 feet, was recently installed by 
the parks department to accommodate park visitors.

Both Pierce County Parks and Metropolitan Park District of Tacoma have alternately assumed 
responsibility for the lighthouse grounds including the buildings since 1964 under an 
agreement with the U.S. Coast Guard. Picnic tables dot the grounds and it remains a 
favorite spot for beachgoers. The keeper’s house is currently rented to private 
individuals and their yard is fenced for privacy.

Resource Count 

Contributing Buildings: Lighthouse Keeper’s Cottage 
Boathouse

Contributing Structures: Light Tower 
Oil House 
Generator House

Noncontributing Buildings: 

Noncontributing Structures:

Crews’ Quarters 
Restrooms
Garage r-
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally ] statewide H locally

]b He □□
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Ha Hb Hc Hd He Hf I Ig

Applicable National Register Criteria Ha

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)
MARITIME HISTORY 
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance 
1903-1939

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A

Significant Dates
1903. 1933

Significant Person
N/A

Architect/Builder
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Browns Point Lighthouse, Lightkeeper's Cottage, and ancillary structures are 
significantly associated with transportation and commerce in Commencement Bay, and have 
served as Integral parts of the federal system of navigational aids on Puget Sound since 
1903. Architecturally, the cottage is a well preserved example of standard federal design 
from the period, reflecting the diminutive Neoclassical idiom favored for small 
residential buildings. Today, the lighthouse grounds retain good integrity, reflecting 
several phases of the site's history, and are maintained as a public park through the Joint 
cooperation of local parks agencies, the United States Coast Guard, and the Browns Point 
community.

Historical Background:

Captain George Vancouver and his party are believed to have been the first Europeans to 
disembark at Brown's Point, coming ashore in May, 1792, during their exploration of Puget 
Sound. Vancouver wrote that "having passed around the point, we found the inlet to 
terminate here in an extensive circular, compact bay, whose waters washed the base of 
Mount Rainier". Impressed by the site, Vancouver remained to share a meal with a group of 
local Puyallup Indians. Six decades later, with the arrival of American settlers in the 
area, the Browns Point vicinity (together with a large part of northwestern Pierce County) 
became part of the 23,000 acre Puyallup Indian reservation, established by the Treaty of 
Medicine Creek in 1854. The Browns Point area remained reservation property until the late 
19th century, when some of the Puyallup lands began to be sold.

Despite its strategic location at the entrance to Commencement Bay, it was not until the 
late 19th century that the first beacon was erected at Browns Point. In December, 1887, a 
fixed white light lens lantern was placed on a white post as a navigational aid for ships 
entering the bay. The development reflected the growing importance of Tacoma and its 
harbor, by then the terminus of the Northern Pacific Railroad and a growing commercial 
center in the region.

As shipping activity Increaised on Puget Sound waters, the Browns Point light station became 
an Importeuit beacon. The light was particularly critical to the "Mosquito Fleet," the 
hundreds of boats that constituted the short-haul transport system for goods and people 
prior to the advent of the automobile, trucks euid buses. The establishment of a station

H See continuation sheet
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested
^ previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings 
Survey #

^ recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record #__________ ______________________________

I I See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: 
State historic preservation office 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other

□ IZ [
[

Specify repository;

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 2.5 acres
Quadrangle Name: Tacoma North
UTM References
A IliOl l5 l4 i2 ll i5 lO I l5 i2 l3 i9 ll lO lO I 

Zone Easting Northing

c lU I I ■ I ■ I I I I I I I I I I

Quadrangle Scale: 1:24000
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I I See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property is included in the Browns Point Lighthouse Park and is described 
thusly: beginning at the northwest intersection of "A" Street and the Park drive parking 
lot, proceed west along the north edge of the drive and continue west until the shore; 
follow the shoreline approximately 1000 feet; proceed southerly to point of beginning.

I I See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The nominated property is coterminous with the Browns Point Lighthouse Park, and includes 
the remaining 3-acre site which retains integrity from the period of significance.

3 See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Jill Barkley; edited by Leonard Garfield
organization Points N.E. Historical Society date August 1988
street & number 6602 Spring Street N.E. 
city or town Tacoma_______________________

. telephone 
gjgjg Washington

(206) 927-3329
zip code 98422
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also Influenced the location of two docks built nearby: one on the west built by Jerry 
Meeker, a famous Puyallup Indian, landowner and the developer of the adjacent Browns Point 
community; and another dock on the east side cove built by Scotsman Captain Matthew 
McDowell, for his fleet of passenger ships, moored below his home and property.

In 1901, the federal government, recognizing the Importance of the site as a point of entry 
into Tacoma Harbor, planned for a more substantial facility, complete with boathouse and 
keeper's cottage. At that time. Browns Point property was condemned and two property 
owners received $1,500 each for the land needed to build a lighthouse. The condemnation 
was done in accordance with the 1877 Dawes Severalty Act which gave individual land 
allotments to Indians who had patent deeds to property within the boundaries of the 
Puyallup reservation.

In October, 1903, the new wooden lighthouse structure was completed under the direction of 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and was opened at ceremonies presided over by Government 
Officer Charles C. Calkins (formerly navigating officer aboard Admiral Dewey's flagship 
Olympia at the battle of Manila Bay). Captain Calkins appointed Oscar V. Brown as the 
official lighthouse keeper, and Brown served in the position until he retired in 1939.

The light was initially lit with kerosene, then with acetylene light, and the lighthouse 
bell, cast in Philadelphia in 1852, was operated by clock weights wound by hand every 90 
minutes until 1922 when electric power was Installed. The old bell was donated to the 
College of Puget Sound in Tacoma. In 1933i the wooden structure was razed and burned, 
soon replaced by a new Modernistic style concrete tower, measuring 34 feet high, and a 
power generator. The tower remains in good condition, although the original light and 
foghorn were replaced in the 1960s.

Following Oscar Brown's distinguished service, numerous lighthouse keepers served Browns 
Point for eight hour watches, until 1963* when the U.S. Coast Guard replaced the three-man 
crew with automated equipment. C8uidlepower was stepped up from 5,000 to 11,000 emd a more 
powerful foghorn was installed. Still used today, the foghorn is operated by the Point 
Robinson lighthouse on Maury Island. The present lighthouse also serves as a trlangulatlon 
point for the U.S. Coast Guard and Geodetic Survey.

A series of lighthouses were constructed under the auspices of the federal government in 
the early 20th century along the waters of the Puget Sound, and all the other extant 
facilities are listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The property at Browns 
Point shares many of the same associations as those, and is distinguished by a keeper's 
cottage executed in the Neoclassical idiom favored by the federal government during the 
period. The lighthouse, cottage, and ancillary structures retain good integrity and still 
convey their historic role in assisting the maritime commerce on the Puget Sound.
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BROWNS POINT LIGHTHOUSE AND LIGHTKEEPERS' COTTAGE, Tacoma vicinity, Pierce Co., WA
1. Keeper's Cottage (Contributing) 4. Boathouse (Contributing)
2. Light (Contributing) 5. Oil House (.Contributing)
3. Generator House (Contributing) 6. Restroom (Noncontributing)

7. Crew's Quarters (Noncontributing) 8. Garage (Noncontributing)
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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
OFFICE OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

77 7 Wesf Twenty-First Avenue, KL-11 • Olympia, Washington 98504-5411 • ^206; 753-4011

Octobsr 19» 19SS

SCAN 234-4011

United States Coast Guard IILC-PAC 
Coast Guard Island 
A^eueda, CA 94501-5100

Property ilaae: 

Location;

SriO'.JIIS POIIJT LIGllTiiOUSS AID CARSTAKSil 
II0U3I
201 Tulalip IJ.E.
Tacoaa vicinity, Uashin^ton

Dear Historic Property Ovmer:
Ue are pleased to inforu you that property wh^ch you ov;n will be considered by the 
Uashiniiton State Advisory Council on Historic Preservation for nomination to the national 
Register of Historic Places. Tne national Re^^ister of Historic Places is the Federal 
government’s official list of historic properties worthy of preservation. Listin:;; in the 
national Re^^ister provides reco^-nition and assists in pi’eservin^ our nation’s heritage.

Lasting of the Browns Point Lighthouse and Careta.cer House provides recognition of the 
property’s historic importance and assures protective revie’i.' of Federal projects tnat might 
adversely affecii the character of the historic property. If the property is listed in the 
ilaaional Rejistor, certain Federal investment tax credits for rehabilitation and other 
provisions may apply.
Ly^/cinj in tne national Register does not mean tnat limitations Uxil be places on tne 
properties by tiie Federal goveriiment. Public visitation rights are not re^uired of owners. 
The Federal government will not attach restrictive covenants to the properties or seek to 

acquire tiie^.
iou are invited to attend the Advisory Council meeting at 'Which the nomination wixl be 
considered. The Council will meet at Council Chambers, Bvei'ett City Hall, 3002 Hetmore, 
11:00 a.m. on Friday, Hovember 18, 1933, in Everett, Uashington.

Attacaod is a notice that explains, in greater detail, the results of listing in tne 
iiationax Register and that describes the rights and procedures oy whicn an owner may 
coi.iient on or object to listing in the hationai Register.

SaouJ.d j'ou have any questions about this nomination before the Advisory Council meetin^, 
pxesse contact Leonard Garfield of our office (206/506-2901).

Sincerely,

-k)

Enclosure
HI

Jacob E. Thomas 
State Historic Preservation Officer

Archaeology and Historic Preservation • Community Services • Emergency Management • Fire 
Protection Services • Local Development and Housing • Local Government Services • Public Works



OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE
737 County-City Building, Tacoma, Washington 98402
Telephone: (206) 591-7477

November 4, 1988 JOE STORTINI
Pierce County Executive

Jacob E. Thomas
State Historic Preservation Officer
Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
111 West 21st Ave., KL-11
Olympia, WA 98504

RE: Browns Point Lighthouse National Register Designation

Dear Mr. Thomas:

RECEfVC D 

m os )K3

The Pierce County Landmarks Commission reviewed the Broims Point Lighthouse 
designation request at its October 24, 1988 meeting. At this legally 
publicized public hearing, no one objected to the designation. In addition, 
the Commission considered the significance of the property using the National 
Register of Historic Places Criteria of Evaluation.

Based on this review. Pierce County has no objection to the placement of the 
Browns Point Lighthouse in the National Register of Historic Places. Its 
inclusion adds to the growing number of properties which symbolize our 
County's heritage.

Sincerely,

STORTINI
County Executive

JS:kb
PRM:js,l
cc: Joseph A. Scorcio, Director, Planning and Natural Resource Management

Caroline Gallacci, Associate Planner

FEB I 6 1989
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PLANNING AND NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
2401 South 35th Street, Tacoma, Washington 98409-7490 
Telephone: (206) 591-7210

November 4, 1988 10SEPHA.SC0RCI0
Director

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

Joe Stortini, County Executive

Joseph A, Scorcio, Director seHiaTPlanning and Natural Resource^tonagement 

SUBJECT: Browns Point Lighthouse National Register Designation

Pierce County, as a Certified Local Government (CLG), is required to review 
all proposed National Register or Historic Places designations located within 
its jurisdiction. The review consists of an evaluation by the Pierce County 
Landmarks Commission and a recommendation to the County Executive on the 
appropriateness of the designation. This review is to determine if the 
property has the historic significance to justify placement in the National 
Register. Once the Commission's review is completed, the County Executive 
needs to transmit the results to the State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO).

At its October 24, 1988 meeting, the Pierce County Landmarks Commission 
reviewed the enclosed nomination for the Browns Point Lighthouse property. It 
is that body's recommendation that the property meets the Criteria of 
Evaluation used to determine placement in the National Register. The decision 
was made following a duly publicized public hearing at which no one objected 
to the action.

Attached please find a letter for your signature reflecting the 
recommendations of the Commission. It must be sent to SHPO prior to the final 
hearing of the Washington State Advisory Council on Historic Preservation on 
November 18, 1988.

Jf you have any questions on this matter, please call me at x7158 or Caroline 
Gallacci at x7172.

JAS:kb
PRM:cg,3
Attachment
cc: ^roline Gallacci, Associate Planner

Leonard Garfield, Architectural Historian, SHPO, 111 West 21st Ave., 
KL-11, Olympia, WA 98504

FEB I 6 1989
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STATE or WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
OFFICE OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

111 Wesf Tw^ty-Finl Avenue, KL-11 m Otyrr^yii. Washington «JH5fM54 7» • (JOf^) ?5J-4()II SCAN 2i■1■^(lll

December 8, 1988

United States Coast Guard 
MLC-PAC
Coast Guard Island 
Alemeda, CA 9^1501-5100

Dear Historic Property Owner:

The Washington State Advisory Council on Historic Preservation is 
pleased to inform you that the

EROHIS POIR LIGHTHOUSE AID CABETAEER HOUSE 
201 Tulalip N.E.

Tacoma vicinity, Washington

has been reviewed and will be sent to the National Register Branch of 
the National Park Service in Washington, D.C., with the recommendation 
that it be placed in the National Register of Historic Places. If 
accepted, it will join other historic properties such as Pioneer 
Square, Fort Vancouver, and many others.

You will be Informed by us when official notification is received from 
them. In the meantime, should you have any questions or comments, 
please do not hesitate to contact this office.

Sincerely,

Jacob E. Thomas
State Historic Preservation Officer

Af(haci)l(,f;v an<) Hislom Pd-scrv-dlKin • ( ommumt^ Scrv'KC*. • fmcipiTwy Man.iccmcnl • !»«• 
Ptolptlion S*Tvi(eN • lofdl l>i'vfl{)|iiiMTil anil Mniisitif; • loial CaiV«*tni!MMi| S«'tvK<-« • Public Works
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STATE or WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
OFFICE OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

, in Weal Twenty-first Avenue. KL-11 • Olympic, Washington ‘J85CM-54 7 7 • (JOh) 75J-40II • SCAN 2t4-1(ill

February 8, 1989

Ms. Carol Shull
Chief, National Register Branch 
National Park Service 
1100 L Street, Room 6209 
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

FEB 1 a 1989
WATJUi^mL
REGISTER

Please find enclosed complete National Register of Historic Places 
forms, uses maps, sketch maps, photographs, and correspondence for the 
following nominations:

Browns Point Lighthouse and Keeper's Cottage 
Tacoma vicinity. Pierce County 
Snoqualmie School Campus 
Snoqualmie, King County 
Lambert School
Ridgefield vicinity, Clark County 
Venersborg School
Battle Ground vicinity, Clark County 
Selleck Historic District 
Selleck, King County 
Cambern Dutch Shop Windmill 
Spokane, Spokane County 
Hartstene Island Community Hall 
Hartstene Island vicinity. Mason County 
J.W. Binkley House 
Spokane, Spokane County 
Milwaukee Road Bunkhouse 
South Cle Elum, Kittitas County

If you need further information, please call me at (206) 586-2901.

Sincerely,

Leonard T. Garfield^ 

Architectural Historian

Arthifologv and Historu Prosf-rvalion • Communitv Servict". • Emergfnty Managemenl • Fin- 
ProleUion S^rvut-s • Icxal I Vvelopmcnl and Housing • Uxal CovHrnmpnl S^-rsires • Put>li( Works

••<3?- 3
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STATE or WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
OFFICE OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

in West Twenty-First Avenue, KL-11 • Olympic, Washington 98504-5-HI • (JOfy) T5J-401I SCAN 214-4011
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March 22, 1989
-I

,-5 ' ■ '

Ms. Carol Shull
Chief, National Register Branch 
National Park Service 
1100 L Street, Room 6209 
Washington, DC 20240

VlkR2 8«® m-
BEOisref

Dear Ms. Shull:

Please find enclosed copies of the notification letters to the United 
States Coast Guard regarding the nomination of the Browns Point 
Lighthouse to the National Register of Historic Places. The first 
letter was sent in advance of the state review board meeting; the second 
letter was sent prior to submittal of the nomination to your office. 
We received no written response from the Coast Guard.

■: Cn ■ If I can be of further assistance, please call me at (206) 586-2901.

Sincerely

Leonard T. Garfield 
Architectural Historian

mr

Enclosure

Archaeology anc) Historic Preservation • Community Services • Emergency Management • Eire 
Protection Services • Lcxal [>*vel(jpmenl and Housing • local Government Services • Pulslic Works


