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While Pioneer Square is not the birth place of Seattle, it does mark the heart of 
the city's early commercial development and the actual physical development of the 
city per se. It was from this location that the city expanded and grew into the 
queen city of the Pacific Northwest.

Pioneer Square Place Itself marks the location of Henry Yesler's mill, which was 
built in 1853 and provided Seattle's economic beginnings. Logs cut on First Hill 
were skidded down to what is now Yesler Way (hence the term Skid Road) to the mill, 
where they were sawn for local use, and for export by ship down the coast to San 
Francisco. While the site was originally on the waterfront, filling gradually 
moved the shoreline westward. In the late 1880's, the City was engaged in realign­
ing its streets which make a sharp bend at Yesler Way, and the former mill site was 
condemned to provide a public square, as well as the requisite bend in First Avenue. 
Following a court battle, A. C. Yesler sold the land to the City. In the 1890's 
the public square area was made into a park by the City, and trees were planted by 
ladies' organizations. From this point. Pioneer Square became the traditional point 
of focus for civic activities and celebrations, a role it enjoyed for many years.
The area surrounding (now the Pioneer Square/Skid Road Historic District) became the 
retail, business and commercial center of the Northwest.

The site of the Pioneer Building was the location of Henry Yesler's (one of the 
City's fotmdlng fathers) home for thirty years. It was deeded to Yesler by Carson 
D. Boren, another of Seattle's founders, to induce Yesler to bring his mill to the 
city. The Pioneer Building was designed by Elmer Fisher, who was architect for 
many other Seattle buildings following the 1889 fire. Excavating for this build­
ing's foundation was begun prior to that fire, but the building was not completed 
until 1892. Now considered the city's most significant historic building, the 
Pioneer Building was the number one prestige office address during the 1890's and 
early 1900's.

The six-story building is of brick masonry and stone construction, (with internal 
early steel and cast iron structural members) in the Romanesque Revival style.
The interior is finished with tooled millwork, iron grilles, natural oak paneling, 
and ceramic floor tiles. The Interior atmosphere is open and light, due to twin 
light wells beneath large skylights. Every floor between the second and sixth has 
balconies opening onto the light wells. The building was equipped with Seattle's 
first electric elevators, now restored and still in use.

The Pioneer Building housed the Puget Sound National Bank, headed by Jacob Furth, 
leading financier of the period and the only "boss" the city has ever had. It 
also housed offices for no less than forty-eight (48) mining firms during the

(Continued)
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Pergola and Totem Pole;

Pioneer Building:

Mayor Wes Uhlman
1200 Municipal Building
Seattle, Washington 98104

Attn: Mr. Robert Baronsky 
Pioneer Building Investment Company 
2901 Seattle First National Bank Building 
Seattle, Washington 98154
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Alaskan Gold Rush. Many of the city's leading lawyers, doctors, investment firms, 
and insurance companies had offices in the building. During the prohibition period, 
the building housed one of Seattle's finest speakeasies.

On May 5, 1946, Yesler Estates, Inc., sold the building to Manson Bacchus II, for 
$315,000. Bacchus in turn sold it in 1951 to Robert Shapiro, Louis Shapiro and 
Sam Buttnick for $75,000. The property was purchased by the present owner. Theta 
Company for $500,000. The upper floors had been empty since the early 1950's.

The building was restored in 1974 over a nine-month period, (Ralph D. Anderson 
and Partners, Architects) and officially opened on November 1, 1974. Cost of the 
restoration was $1,750,000. Despite the age of the building, it was found to be 
structurally sound and did not require major design changes. Exterior restoration 
consisted mainly of sandblasting the brick and stone to regain the original appear­
ance. Nearly all original interior fittings were cleaned and retained. Improve­
ments in the form of air conditioning, heating, carpeting, and a sprinkling system 
were added. With many professional offices and restaurants housed in the building, 
the Pioneer Building is once again becoming a number one prestige address in Seattle.

The Pioneer Square Pergola was built in 1909 as a waiting shelter for patrons of 
the Yesler and James Street cable cars. The design of the cast iron and glass 
structure, with wrought iron ornamentation, was the result of an architectural 
competition. It represented further development of this important public space.
The ornamental iron columns, capped with ball-type luminaires, provided ventila­
tion for the large underground restroom. The pergola was restored in 1972 through 
a gift of $150,000 from United Parcel Service, which had its beginnings in the 
Pioneer Square area. The restoration Included the totem pole, grass area, iron 
fences and benches of the park.

The underground restroom was constructed circa 1910 and was, reputedly at the time 
of its construction, the most lavish of its kind west of the Mississippi. Although 
sealed up at the present, the restroom and its fixtures are still extant. They 
await only the necessary funds to accomplish restoration.

The totem pole in Pioneer Square has a long and checkered career. The original 
pole was stolen from Tlingit Indians on Tongass Island, Alaska, by leading Seattle 
citizens on a Chamber of Commerce excursion. It was donated by them to the City 
and was unveiled at this location on October 10, 1899, as a memento of the Alaska 
Gold Rush. However, the Indians from who it was stolen filed charges and the

(Continued)
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U.S. Marshal arrested the guilty members of the excursion party. Though the Indians 
asked $20,000 damages, the case was quashed in court. The guilty parties were fined 
$500, and the City retained the pole. In 1938, the original pole was burned in a 
fire set by vandals. At that time the remains were shipped to Alaska and a repro­
duction was carved by Indian craftsmen. With official tribal blessings, the new 
pole was dedicated at a Potlatch Celebration.

The Chief Seattle Fountain in Pioneer Square was designed as a drinking fountain 
and watering rough. It has three levels and was intended for people, horses, and 
dogs, each at his own level. The fountain is surmounted by a bronze bust of 
Chief Sealth (Seattle), for whom the city is named. The bust was sculpted in 1909 
by James Wehn.

This information supplied by Earl Layman, City Preservation Officer, Seattle, 
Washington.

GPO 892 455



[1 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD 
—PREHISTORIC 
—1400-1499 
—1500-1599 
—1600-1699 
—1700-1799 
^1800-1899 

—1 900-

areas OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 
—AGRICOLTURE
JLarchitecture

—ART
—COMMERCE 
__COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING
—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS
—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY
—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
—LAW
—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MUSIC
—PHILOSOPHY

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION
—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
_S0CIAI7HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER 
—TRANSPORTATION 
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1889
BUILDER/ARCHITECT

Elmer H. Fisher
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Pioneer Square is the heart of the old city of Seattle and contains some of the 
handsomest Richardsonlan-Romanesque facades in the Northwest. The best preserved 
structure is the Pioneer building by Elmer H. Fisher, architect. The pergola
remnant in the center of this complex is a beautiful cast iron umbrella that was 
once a much larger shelter for transit passengers.

The quality of Pioneer Square is discussed in Space, Style, and Structure.

The style of the historic old business districts of Puget Sound cities is predom­
inantly Richardsonian Romanesque with a few Gothic Revival, Itallanate, and Renais­
sance Revival buildings. Water Street in Port Townsend, the Pioneer Square (Skid 
Road) Historic District in Seattle, and portions of Tacoma still contain a pleasing 
abundance of buildings of this type which are being preserved and finding good use.

Richardsonian Romanesque is, of course, a round arch style with much rock-faced 
masonry. Since good stone was less available locally than brick, buildings in 
the style here are ususally of brick, sometimes specially molded with tile or terra 
cotta architectural details. Sandstone was obtained from Chuckanut, Wilkeson, Tenlno 
and the San Juans. Well-detailed and maintained stone buildings have endured; how­
ever, there are buildings which have suffered considerable deterioration from the 
weather. In a few cases, stucco was applied over brick and formed to give the 
appearance of stone, which shows how far wrong an architect can go in trying to do 
the right thing. Richardsonian buildings have a considerable sense of massiveness 
and weight which appears a reasonable expression of stone. They gave an outward 
appearance of order and organization, and of understanding of their purpose, whether 
it be commercial, governmental, or religious.

In 1889, most of downtown Seattle burned to the ground to be rebuilt almost immediately 
in brick and stone, with Richardsonian Romanesque being the most popular of styles.
The most prominent architect working in a variety of styles, particularly Richardsonian, 
was Elmer H. Fisher, who did many of the Pioneer Square Historic District buildings, as 
well as others along First Avenue. Although Fisher was the architect for a great many 
of Seattle's buildings of this busy period of growth, his life is lost in obscurity and 
little is known except that he was responsible for a few buildings later in Victoria, 
British Columbia. His work and other local buildings lacked the originality and 
refinement of similar structures in St. Paul, Chicago, and on the East Coast, however 
derivative they may be.^

^Space, Style, and Structure. Building in Northwest America, Thomas Vaughn, editor, 
Oregon Historical Society, Portland, 1974, pp. 356-358.
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The National Register form details the history of Seattle's growth.

"In the spring of 1853, Henry L. Yesler was encouraged to begin operating his steam 
sawmill at the location of the northwest corner of First Avenue and Yesler Way 
(Pioneer Square). This was Seattle's first and major industry. As lumber was 
selling for $60/thousand bdard feet in California, the new community prospered.

Yesler's donation claim included a narrow corridor encompassing what is now Yesler 
Way—the street from which the term Skid Road was derived. When the skid road was 
used to skid logs down to the mill, it was a 49% grade. When improved, it was eased 
to a 15% grade, to accommodate wagons and the Yesler-Leschi cable car which started 
from Pioneer Square. Most of the early settlers, and many of the Indians, worked in 
Yesler's mill.

The area that is known as the Skid Road and Pioneer Square was the heart of the 
community for more than the first half century of the town's existence. During 
this period, Seattle became the major city in the northwest quarter of the nation.

June 6, 1889, Seattle suffered a major disaster when all of the docks and most of 
the business district were burned down. But immediate reconstruction and wide­
spread publicity after the fire brought hordes of new people and much additional 
business. Statehood on November 11, 1889 made it possible for the town to spend 
money in public work, and the citizens declared their intentions to rebuild the 
Skid Road area into the most beautiful city center in the world.

Because of the massive rebuilding within a short period after the fire, and partly 
because of the influence of one architect, Elmer H. Fisher, there is great homoge­
neity of style and construction in the Skid Road - Pioneer Square architecture. 
Although he is virtually unknown today, Fisher appears to have been responsible 
for the design of at’least sixty buildings in Seattle, many of which were located 
in the Skid Road area.

Seattle and this historic area prospered during the last decade of the 19th century, 
always due to lumber, but also from other factors. James Hill's initiation of the 
operation of a combination of rail and shipping put Memphis cotton into Shanghai 
197 days faster than any other means of transportation. The gold rush of the Klon­
dike and Nome brought not only miners, but business, and shipping to Seattle as the 
nearest large port. Seattle built ships for Alaska trade, and also became the center 
of the Mosquito Fleet of small steamers in Puget Sound.

(Continued)
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Following World War I, business moved northward out of the Skid Road, and the area 
gradually fell into lower uses. By the Depression of the 1930's the area became 
an almost forgotten district."^

Today a vital restoration is once again bringing life to the old district in Seattle.

2National Register form, Margaret A. Corley
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Photographs and Their Descriptions

Pioneer Building, Pergola and Totem Pole, Seattle, Washington

Photo credit: Charles Snell, NPS. John W. Snyder, Seattle
Office of Urban Conservation. Seattle Engineering Department.

Photo descriptions: 1. Pioneer Building facade.

2. Facade and Chief Seattle Fountain.

3. Pergola.

4. Pioneer Building interior court.

5. Pioneer Building stairwell.

6. Pioneer Building, Pergola and Totem Pole.

7. Totem Pole.

8. Pergola from Southwest.

9. Pergola (old photo).
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THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE
1106 SEATTLE MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

TELEPHONE 5B3-264D

60Q FOURTH AVEN U E. 5 EATTLE, WASH IN GTO N 981C4

SAM SMITH
PRESIOCNT DFTHE COUNCIL 583-2367

GEORGE E. BENSON
CHAIRMAN 
TRANSPORTATION 
COMM ITTE6 583-3357

BRUCE K. CHAPMAN
CHAIRMAN 
PARKS & PUBLIC 
OROUNDS COMMITTEE 583-3364

June 1, 1974

Dr. Horace Sheely
Chief, National Survey of Historic Sites 
and Buildings 
1101 L St. NW 
Washington, D. C. 20005

TIM HILL
CHAIRMAN

FINANCE COMMITTEE 583-2356

PHYLLIS LAMPHERE
CHAIRMAN
INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE 503-2355

WAYNE D. LARKIN
CHAIRMAN

UTILITIES COMMITTEE 583-2358

JOHN R. MILLER
C HAI R M AN 
PLANNING 6 URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 583-2365

RANDY REVELLE
CHAIRMAN 
PUBLIC SAFETY &

HEALTH COMMITTEE 583-2359

JEANETTE WILLIAMS
CHAIRMAN

HUMAN RESOURCES & 
JUDICIARY CCMMITTEE 583-2366

Dear Dr. Sheely:
In the four years since Seattle's Pioneer Square Historic District 
was included on the National Register of Historic Places, preserva­
tion and restoration has re-captured Seattle's sense of its color­
ful past. Returning life has followed restoration in this unique 
district and sparked anew a feeling for the robust men of hope and 
confidence who built it. Here, as elsewhere around the nation, the 
coming Bicentennial celebration serves as a reminder that in a very 
real sense Seattle's future is in its past.
From the steam sawmills and logging wharfs that spawned this rugged 
community, lumber and logs were shipped to build booming gold-rush 
San Francisco in the 1850's. Henry Yesler built the first mill at 
the foot of the original "Skid Road", now Yesler Way.
After the devastating fire of 1889, the rapid rebuilding gave the 
district its unique architectural homogeneity — preparation for the 
great supply and shipping role the young city was to play in the 
Gold Rush of the Klondike and Nome. Distinguished romanesque build­
ings, fifty of them designed by Elmer H. Fisher, characterized the 
new city hub.
The Klondike brought the Pioneer Square Historic District to its 
zenith, but within twenty years this section of the city had fallen 
into economic dispair and "Skid Road" came to connote squalor here 
and in other cities across America.
Today, Seattle's birthplace is booming once again, restoring to nation­
al recognition the part it played in the historic drama of timber and 
gold Americana.



Dr. Horace Sheely - 2

Because of its important historical role in the Klondike Gold 
Rush and in the development of the Pacific Northwest, and be­
cause much survives today to be resored again to productive 
use, the Pioneer Square Historic District seems to merit des­
ignation as a National Historic Landmark.
For these reasons, it would be most timely for the National Sur­
vey of Historic Sites and Buildings to review the Pioneer Square 
Historic District in consideration of such a recommendation.
Enclosed is a packet of materials which the Survey may find 
helpful in beginning its review. We look forward to helping in 
any way possible.

Respectful 1 v 4«)urs,

del Pritchard 
.S. Congressman 

1st Congressional District 
Washington

Brock 7\dams 
U. S. Congressman 
7th Congressional District 
Washington

'y^ruce ‘k. Chapffiah^ ^ 
Seattle City Councilmember

BKC:mh
Enclosures
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City of Seattle
LANDMARKS PRESERVATION BOARD
306 Cherry Street - Seattle, Washington 98104

July 16, 1974 LPB-1550

Dr. William 0. Murtagh 
Keeper of the Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
18th and K Street N. W.
Washington D.C. 98026
Dear Bill:
I tried to call you the other day but you were evidently out of town until 
some time this week.
I talked to you once before about designation of buildings as National 
Landmarks as a separate classification from normal inclusion in the 
National Register. As I recall, vou indicated there was no such separate 
classification but that the term that I had questioned was a term used 
within your department for proposal progress.
I enclose a copy of a recent article indicating that Councilman Chapman 
and two of our Congressmen are making an effort to have the PJoneer Square- 
Historic District declared a National Landmark. I feel it would be beneficia.1 
to all nt us it you r.ouid give me a written clarification as to whether such
lassification exists or not.

I am making every effort at the last minute to be included in the National 
Trust Preservation Tour to England which starts np^t, vieak-:- I am wondering 
if you or anyone else we know may be going on this trip also. I should 
know later today whether or the Travel Agent is going to let me meet the 
group in England.

arl D. Layman
Historic Preservation Officer
EDL:HP0:tb
Enclosure
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AUG 6 1974

Mr. Earl 0. La^rmaa 
Historic Px«swrvatii» Officer 
Oepmrtmimt of Cfwamaitx Development 
306 l^errjr Street 
Seattle, Washington 9S104

Dear LayiMEn:

Dr. William J. Mortal, Keefier of the National Register of Historic 
Places, has asked ste to resj^SN^ to yo«r letter of July 23, 1974, 
concemiiig the Pioneer Sqaare Historic District.

^areatly, there was some aisintexpretatlfm of the infomation received 
frcm Dr. ttertagh. Actually there is a special classification for 
i^ional historic landmarks distinct fron ether sites t^ich are also 
on the National Register of Historic Places.

A nati«ial historic landmark is any site, struetme, or district, tdiich, 
after stu^ by the Nati<mal Surv^ of Historic Sites mid foildlngs, is 
adjudged to possess exceptional valiM in the history of tho Qbited 
States. Thus, a national historic landmark must have national signifi­
cance. National historic landmarks are designated by the Secretary of 
the Interior upon the recoBmeadatioa of the Secretary's Advisory Board 
on Hatlonal Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuiaents. National 
historic landmarks, now madieriag some 1200, are automatically placed 
on the National Register.

The National Register, on the other hand, is the Nation's official 
inventory of historic places worthy of preservation. It is a much broader 
invantory, and mong its some 9000 entries are numerous places of local 
and State historical significance as well as the much smaller nunher of 
national historic landmarks designated by the Secretary of the Interior.
We hope this explains the close relationships between the Register and 
the National Survey of Historic Sites as well as the distinction between 
national historic landaarks and other sites of iMser significance on 
the National Register.



Also for an «:q;>laii8tioa ia grostor you will find snclosod
sopsrato loaflots oa th« National Roaster and tha Naticmal Landaaa^ 
Program. If wa macy be of £urt!i«ar assistance, please let m kaow.

Sincerely yours.

Signed
Cornelius W. tteina 
Chief, Diyisiim of Histeoic 

and Ardiitaetural Surveys

Enclosures
FNP:CW Heine:kr 8/5/74
bcc: Regional Director, Pacific Northwest Region w/c inc.

Director's Reading File 
DI 
PR

rPS(Reading File 
vPff-Sheely

HP - Washington - Pioneer Square Historic District

-r“.'■ '

■’K ' '

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PS(HSS)

v'-t.



THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE
11Q6 SEATTLE MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

TELEPHONE SB3-264D

SAM SMITH
PRESIDENT OFTHE COUNCIL Se3-236*7

GEORGE E. BENSON
CHAIRMAN
TRANSPORTATION

COMMITTEE

S83-33S7

BRUCE K. CHAPMAN
CHAIRMAN

SQQ FOURTH AVENUE, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 9B1Q4

August 19, 1974

□ ROUNDS COMMITTEE SB3-2364

TIM HILL
CHAIRMAN

FINANCE COMMITTEE 583-2356

PHYLLIS LAMPHERE
CHAIRMAN

INTERQOVERNMENTAL 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE 583-2355

WAYNE D. LARKIN

UTILITIES COMMITTEE 503-2358

JOHN R. MILLER

PLANNING 6 URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 583-2365

RANDY REVELLE
CHAIRMAN 
PUBLIC SAFETY &
HEALTH COMMITTEE 5B3-2359

JEANETTE WILLIAMS
CHAIRMAN

HUMAN RESOURCES 6 
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 5B3-2366

Dr. Horace Sheely, Chief 
National Survey of Historical Sites and 

Buildings
1101 "L" Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005
Dear Dr. Sheely:

Early last June, Congressmen Joel Pritchard and Brock Adams 
and I forwarded for your consideration a request that the Pioneer 
Square District of Seattle be considered for National Historic 
Landmark designation. At that time we enclosed a number of 
documents and forms for your review.

We have been wondering whether these were received and if 
so what is the process for their being considered. I would very 
much appreciate your response to assure that our communication 
was received and to provide whatever assistance your office 
may desire.

Sincerely yours.

Bruce K. Chapman 
Seattle City Councilmember

BKC:jc
cc: Congressman Brock Adams

Congressman Joel Pritchard 
Mr. John Frisbee, National Trust 

for Historic Preservation
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Mr, Brue<i K, Qutp&m
City €otm4il.l of tho City of S«Niittle
2106 Softttle >&nleipftX BulXding
600 Fowrth Aymuo
ISmttlo, S^ashingtmi 06104

Door Mr. Oi^iaan:

Pleose our sineore apolofy for failing to anauer yotur lottar of
^uos 1, alfaed jointly by to|>ros«itati'ras Jml Pritetord anti Brock 
Mmis that roquestod eonsidoratleit of Seattle's Pioneer Sqiage Historic Dlstrlet as a potmtial national historie landaa^^i Since the "Alstrict 
priwarily inwlve4 ardiitectural values, it m$ referred to the staff 
arehitoet. Shortly thereafter he left to accept another position.
In the etmfimiim of his ^arttire, your letter imd the si^porting 
naterials were teaporaxily lost as^g materials to he referred to his 
suecessor. Hiis iiMidvert«fitiy took th«« out of the regular tlm of 
office eorrespondonce. We regret the resulting delay very noich.

Our reading of the naterials sug^ts that Seattle has truly made 
remarkable progress in restoring the physical evidences, the roots, of 
a rich md csolorfUl past. In undertaking this difficult project an 
unusual and infoimed effort to alters to\ good preservation principles 
mid avuid steps that wwald lead to an overly camerclalixed and tourist 
ni|^t life approach seem to be continuing. A balanced r«sllstie 
rovitalisatiesi of the district is certainly to be cosneaded as a 
glowing exiUBple of isrbsa preservation.
We feel that the Picmeer Square District does indeed ®nrit ccmsiderati<m 
as a potmtiai national historic landsmxk. The National Survey of 
Historie Sitos and Buildings is dsrrently making a study of the historical 
development of American arehit«Bture. the work has progressed to the 
point of 19th-century architecture, but studies of that period have not 
yot reachod the West Coast. We will be pleased to consider the district 
as this work progresses.
It will undoubtedly be at least two years before the nomal schedule of 
the study will bring us to Seattle. If it iq>peai» that your project has 
reached a critical juncture at which point landmark consideration might 
make an Important e^tributien, we would make every effort to advance our



by aemis of s spoeiol study as socat as It is pessiblo to 
havo a staff suMdunr in the area. Your present enxolla^t m the 
Hati^mai Register of Historic Places, however, gives the district the 
fhll protecti<m sad benefits of the National Historic Presenraitioit kct 
of 196ii, Laadaark status would be an additional he^aorary recognition 
attesting to national signlficamce.

Ne appreciate your ceneern for the preservatlcBi of Seattle* s historic 
heritage and your interest in the Landmarks Program. We also appreciate 
the baekgroimd material which you sent, and look forward to further 
discaussi^ms with you concerning a possible special study. Again, 
please accept <»ir apology fcnr the delay in our resp<»ise to yeur request.

Sincerely yoiacs.

C'i A
-I'TL.St--'''f ^ I' / ' /

Cornelius W. Heine 
C^ief, W-vislon of Historic 

and Architectural Surveys

ob; Honorable Joel Pritchard 
ik^use of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515

Honorable Brock Adams 
House of Repr«s«fttatlves 
Washingtfm, D.C. 20S1S

FNPrHJ Sheelv^mc 9/6/74
bec: Regional Director, Pacific Northwest Region w/c of inc.

D-Director's Reading File 
DI
LS-Mr. Whitlock w/c of inc.
PS-Mr. Heine w/c of inc.

IPSCHSSl-Mr. Sheelv w/c inc. HP-WasMngton-Pioneer Square HD

COMMITMENT

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PS(HSS)
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Mr. Earl Lehman 
Historic Preservation Officer 
919 Artie Building 
Seattle, Washington 98104

•f

-,i? 'y-‘ '- ‘■■* t t •' ;-

tS'-;-

:‘S ■

Dear Mr. Lehman:
...i-K-'

Jfci- i?f'

m

The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, directed by 
the National Park Service, is conducting a survey of 19th-century 
architecture. The purpose of this survey is to determine which 
structures may qualify as national historic landmarks. We are 
«icloslng a leaflet that describes the National Historic Landmarks 
Program and enumerates the criteria used in evaluating historical 
properties.

■;U: ...

■li

■ ' ■ ''

:'v^.
fr-r^

We would very much q>preciate your assistance In permitting 
Architectural Historian Carolyn Pitts to visit Pioneer Square and 
Pike Place Market, on January 8 and 9, 1977, per recent telephone 
conversation. Miss Pitts is looking forward to her visit at Pioneer 
Square and Pike Place Market.

■ J

' ■

. V*'

r^s -i- . .

iv.. T
rk- ■ ^ -k.. ■'

:‘4 ■!

Sincerely yours,

^'i-'George F. Emery 
/ Acting Chief, Historic Sites 

Survey Division

r ir r
■■

.4

Enclosure

FNP:C Pitts:mdw 12/17/76
bcc: Regional Director, Pacific Northwest Region 

001-Reading File 
040
772-reading file 

/772-Sheelv

■ 't
' -■>- ■ ■' »■'

^4.

772-Pitts

HP - Washington - Pioneer Square &JPike Place Market 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 772 ^ .
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SIMILAR LETTER BEING SENT TO;

Mr. David G. Talbot 
State Parks Superintendent 
525 Trade Street SE.

Dr. William Boyd 
President, Oregon State System 

of Higher Education 
P. O. Box 3175 
Eugene, Oregon 97403

The Most Reverend Cornelius M. Power 
Archbishop of Portland 
2338 East Burnside 
Portland, Oregon 97214

Mr. Stewart Compton 
President
Pioneer Trust Company 
109 Commercial NE.
Salem, Oregon 97301

Mr. Robert R. Mitchell 
President
United States National Bank of Oregon 
555 Southwest Oak Street 
Portland, Oregon 97204

Mr. Sam Brown, III 
Route I, Box 164 
Jervais, Oregon 97026

Mr. Robert F. Erburu 
President
Times-Mirror Corporation 
Times-Mirror Square 
Los Angeles, California 90053 
cc; Mr. Erburu 

President
Publisher's Paper Company 
419 Main Street 
Oregon City, Oregon 97045

Wolf Creek Tavern

Deady Hall & Villard Hall

St. Mary's Roman Catholic 
Church of Albany

Capital National Bank

The Ladd and Bush Bank

Sam Brown House

Oregon City Historical and 
Industrial District
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Ms. Mary Jo Poujade 
19131 South Lelond Road 
Oregon City, Oregon 97045

Mr. Keith Kinsman 
19131 South Leland Road 
Oregon City, Oregon 97045

Honorable John F. Kilkenny 
United States Senior Circuit Judge 
United States Court of Appeals 
701 United States Court House 
Portland, Oregon 97204

Worshipful Master Robert M. Umbarger 
Wasco County Masonic Lodge #15 
A. E. and A. M.
105 West 3rd Street 
The Dal les, Oregon 97058

Mr. Douglas Leash 
President, Old St. Peter's Landmark 

Preservation, Inc.
P. O. Box 882 
The Dalles, Oregon 97058

Mr. Thomas Vaugh 
Director
Oregon Historical Society 
1230 Southwest Park 
Portland, Oregon 97205

Ms. Diane Spies 
Connall and Spies, P. C.
Attorney at Law 
733 Southwest 2nd Avjenue 
Portland, Oregon 97204

Reverend W. A. Rumsch 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran 

Congregation of Portland 
1005 Southwest 18th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97205

Mr. Donald Jenkins 
Director
Portland Art Association 
1219 Southwest Park Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97205

Captain John C. Ainsworth House

Same as above

Pioneer Court House

Wasco County Court 
House

St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church

Fort Dalles Surgeon's Quarters

Morris-Marks House.

Zion Lutheran Church

Portland Art Association



Mr. Guy Jaques, Jr.
President, Far West Federal Savings 

and Loan Association 
444 Southwest Fifth Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97204

Miss Audrey Teal Betts 
D. P. Thompson Company 
300 Jackson Tower 
Portland, Oregon 97204

Mr. Wallace Kay Huntington 
Landscape Architect 
Suite 200
122 Southwest 3rd Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97204

Mrs. Albert H. Powers 
554 Warner-Parrot Road 
Oregon City, Oregon 97045

Mr. and Mrs. Sam J. Sposito 
2932 Southwest Iowa Street 
Portland, Oregon 97201

Mr. John Yeon
4305 Southwest 70th Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97225

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Jantzen 
1100 Southwest Skyline Boulevard 
Portland, Oregon 97221

Mr. Michael Kerrick 
Acting Forest Supervisor 
Mount Hood National Park 
2440 Southeast 195th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97233

Equitable Building

New Market Block

William Case Farm

William L. Holmes House & 
Morton M. McCarver House

The Blagen Block

Aubrey Watzek House

Jennings-Sutor House

Timberline Lodge
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The City of Scat tic

Pioneer §quare Histofie PreseifvatioirBoard
919‘j\rctic Building §eattle.\Vasliiiigtoi\,98104 • (206)625-4501

April 1, 1977 PSB-44/77

Dr. William J. Murtaugh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240
SUBJECT: Pioneer Square Historic District/Expansion Nomination to the Register

Dear Bill:
You will recall that you and I conversed by telephone a few weeks ago concerning 
our problems with respect to modifications made by the State Office of Archae­
ology and Historic Preservation to the subject nomination (for areas added to 
the Pioneer Square Historic District by amending City ordinance in 1974). I 
advised you that the State Advisory Council was referring the State's version 
of the nomination to the Secretary of the Interior for determination of eligi­
bility; this procedure was voted on at the February 25 meeting of that Council 
in Ellensburg, Washington; at that time I, as Historic Preservation Officer for 
this City, and on behalf of the Pioneer Square Historic District Review Board, 
protested some of the deviations from the nomination as we had submitted it to 
the State Office in the fall of 1976. You agreed that your office would review 
our concerns at the time you would also be reviewing the above noted State 
referral.
Let me say at the outset that we do not consider ourselves to be infallible, 
nor do we wish to be viewed as antagonistic to the State staff. Nonetheless, 
we have a fairly high level of competence in the City Office of Urban Conserva­
tion for establishing criteria and evaluations for buildings, sites, landmarks 
or districts within the City; our abilities are supplemented in this particular 
case by the existence of the Pioneer Square Historic District Review Board, 
which has been in continuous operation since May of 1970. In submitting our 
nomination to the State, we included photographic and written documentation, 
together with recommended categories for all structures included in the expan­
sion area. Neither in that new area, nor in the original District, can every 
building be said to be of Category I quality, and certainly some mistakes have 
been made through the years in developments within the District.

^kiministened by The Office ^ Urban Conservation. The geattlc Department of Commimlty Dewlopment
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. However, with the expansion we have attempted to incorporate, as much as 
possible, structures and elements that are highly compatible with the basic 
criteria for the Historic District as delineated in 1969 and 1970, and with 
the buildings of the original District, to avoid superfluous extensions that 
would incorporate buildings not germaine to our original intentions. There 
is nothing in the State's nomination to indicate that the nomination supple­
ments the 1969 Register entry; perhaps in the formal transmittal this will be 
the case, but we would like to be assured that however the second nomination 
is resolved, that it is clear that it supplements and complements the original 
intent and purpose in establishing the Pioneer Square Historic District and 
in entering it on the State and National Registers of Historic Places.
We also feel very strongly that when a State agency is working with a district 
which has been established and protected by strong local legislation, and which 
is in essence an operating district, that every effort should be made to care- 

• fully work out joint evaluation of structures, determination of boundaries or 
modifications thereto, and the descriptions and justifications of criteria 
applicable to such area. Therefore, we are very concerned that descriptions 
and impressions created by Registry entry be consistent with what we feel is 
the implicit, inherent nature of our District.
To briefly summarize the rationale behind the establishment and existence of 
the District, I would like to remind that the original District was entered on 
the Registers sometime in late 1969 under the title of the Pioneer Square/Skid 
Road District. This designation was followed in May of 1970 with the local 
establishment by City ordinance of the Pioneer Square Historic District. The 
District we are speaking of pretty much encompasses the area of Seattle which 
has been its historic birthplace and which was completely rebuilt following 
the devastating fire of June, 1889. As a result, a majority of the buildings 
in this area are of late Victorian and/or modified Romanesque revival archi­
tecture, and thus represent the second pioneer City business district to be 
built in this area. Although most of the buildings have varying degrees of 
Victorian and Romanesque elements, the principal concern of the rebuilders of 
the City was to build strongly, well and safely; and because of their eager­
ness to complete their work as soon as possible so that the City and its 
citizens could recover from the fire from an economic standpoint, the degree 
of detailing is neither elaborate nor overly stylistic; many of the structures 
lost in the fire were considerably more stylistic and flamboyant.
In the 1970 Ordinance, Section 5.c. states "Most of the buildings within the 
Historic District embody the distinctive characteristic of the late Victorian 
style and many are the work of one architect, Elmer H. Fisher. For these and 
other reasons, the buildings combine to create an outstanding example of an 
area in Seattle which is significant and distinguishable in style, form, 
character and construction, representative of its era. The Historic District 
possesses integrity of location, original construction and a feeling and 
association". In Section 1, Purpose, of the Ordinance, it is stated "During 
the City of Seattle's relatively brief history, it has had little time in which 
to develop many areas of consistent historical or architectural character; it
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is recognized that the Pioneer Square area of Seattle contains many of the 
rare attributes that do exist and, consequently, is an area of great historical 
and cultural significance to the City of Seattle". Similar statements were 
contained in the 1969 nomination to the Register.
Our concern for the integrity of the area in relation to the original criteria 
is reflected in our nomination sent to the State Office in October of 1976, 
copy attached (addenda are not included other than a copy of the Ordinance text).

Our concerns, then, with respect to the nomination as presented to the State 
Advisory Council, are basically threefold: (1) incorporation into the District
of structures not germaine to the intention and criteria of the District, either 
by Register entry or by local ordinance, i.e., particularly the inclusion of 
the multi-story King County Court House and other nondescript structures, again 
not related to the District, on the easterly border of City Hall Park; (2) the 
general statement or description of the District contained on Page 2 of the 
State's nomination which, beginning with the second paragraph, in essence is 
descriptive of development and growth of other areas of the City and not appli­
cable to the history of the Pioneer Square Historic District; and (3) the 
attempt to categorize what is predominantly almost anonymous architecture with 
forced stylistic descriptions combined with an attempt to "legalize by descrip­
tion" bad eclecticism with explanation; examples of this are "high Victorian 
Italianate", second Renaissance revival", "chateauesque", "conmercial styles", 
etc. This forced categorization is further exemplified in description of some 
of the buildings.
One other change in boundary is that the State has recommended not extending 
the District to the historic waterfront because of the Alaskan Way Viaduct, 
which intrudes into and over the District; we are not contesting this too much, 
but feel that for our purposes, at least, we are not attempting to historicize 
the viaduct but are attempting to make use of the significant land and frontages 
that relate to the waterfront.
We do feel that it is highly desirable that the boundaries by Ordinance and 
boundaries by Register entry be as contiguous as possible; this for unity of 
description and for consistency of documentation, processing of applications 
for preservation grants and other more mundane matters.
I would now like to comment on the particular buildings concerning which we 
cannot agree with description and/or categorization. We are including for your 
assistance prints of photographs of each of these structures numbered to corres­
pond with the numbers of these paragraphs which likewise reflect the numbering 
on the State's nomination form.
1. King County Court House: We feel that there is no way in which this struc­

ture can be considered architecturally or historically significant, or as 
an important element in the Pioneer Square Historic District. It belongs 
to another era and another area of the City. It is a bad building which 
has been insensitively remodeled to its detriment. There is no way it 
could be considered a primary structure either by our criteria or those for 
the Registers.
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.2. City Hall Park: There is no problem with this, except that it was not the
site of the former King County Court House as noted in the statement of 
significance.

3. Prefontaine Place; No problem.
4. Hotel Morrison: This building is described as being "simplified second

Renaissance revival style"; here again, we feel labels such as this tend
to give completely wrong impressions of the nature of our Historic District. 
This is a very straightforward building which was erected as a men's resi­
dential club by the survivors of the gold rush and the exploitation of the 
north country. It owes no allegiance to any style.

5. Hotel Drexel: This building is given tertiary significance. It has been
extensively remodeled and resurfaced, and admittedly is not very exciting 
architecturally. However, it reputably is the only frame building which 
survived the 1889 fire in what was then the downtown area; photographs 
dating 1915, taken at the time Third Avenue in front of this building was 
regraded, show the structure as it was before the present street level 
appurtenances were added. We feel very strongly that for historic reasons 
(the core of the building presumably is one of the older extant structures 
in the City) this building should at least have secondary status.

6, 7, Miscellaneous: As noted above, these buildings have no correlation with the
8, 9, District, and we feel very strongly should not be included in it. The de- 
10. scriptions of these buildings and their assumed virtues are also disagreed 

with. It is our understanding that these, as well as the King County Court 
House, are incorporated as planning tools to protect the framework of City 
Hall Park. These are not buildings that should be preserved to protect the 
framework and we feel very strongly that it is sufficient to use the public 
rights-of-way as the boundaries, and it should be noted that in those 
rights-of-way we are incorporating street lighting and other elements that 
are unique to the District.
By entering on the Registers and categorizing the buildings along the east 
side of Fourth Avenue as elements in the District, these buildings would 
then become eligible for preservation grants. Again, since these struc­
tures are insignificant architecturally and historically, and not germaine 
to the Historic District, this could give them an advantage over buildings 
which are vital to the integrity and perpetuation of the District.
We have been advised by the State that one of the purposes of entering 
properties onto the Register is as a planning device. If this is the case, 
where structures are added for buffering purposes, enclosure of urban 
spaces, but not for historic or architectural reasons per se, then it would 
appear that this should be stated in the nomination and that such structures 
should not be categorized as significant historic buildings.
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,12. Roberts/Grand Union Hotel: This structure is described both as "a sim­
plified and as a gross imitation of the chateauesque style". Again, this 
attempt at labeling is an art historian approach and is to be deplored, 
we feel, for designation of buildings in an historic district. This is 
a very simple building which happens to have a corner turret and a single- 
pitched (rather than hip) roof, combined with some interesting iron bal­
conies and other romantic elements. To describe its slightly projecting 
bays oriel windows is erroneous.

14. Prefontaine Building: This building is evaluated as having primary signi­
ficance. We find no evidence to indicate this badly remodeled structure 
should be more than secondary.

15. & Miscellaneous: We consider these buildings at the best tertiary rather
16. than secondary structures.
17. The Frye Hotel: Again, rather than being labeled as being in the tradi­

tion of later Italian Renaissance, it is an out-and-out beaux-arts 
eclectic building and should not be glorified.

19. The Union Hotel: This structure is evaluated as having primary signifi­
cance and is described as being of "simplified Italianate style". We defy 
anyone to find anything remotely Italianate in the quality of this build­
ing, which is a perfectly ordinary minor commercial structure of which 
thousands were erected in the United States in the period when our cul­
tural level was at its lowest.

30. & Gallery Restaurant and the former Fulton Hotel: These buildings are indi-
31. cated by the State as having tertiary significance, and both are described 

as of "high Victorian Italianate style". The photographs should reveal 
that neither one of these buildings is high Victorian Italianate; they 
both are simplified Romanesque revival (they really only have facades 
which are normal to masonry construction), and we feel they are both of 
primary significance. Perhaps the low categorization was given because in 
each case the buildings lost some upper stories following the 1949 earth­
quake. Nonetheless, they still have character germaine to the qualities 
and purposes of the District, and we feel they should have the higher 
category.

The street lighting is referred to in the descriptive paragraphs as "antique 
three-globe electroliers". Some of the lighting in the public squares was 
resurrected from stockpiles and is indeed relatively antique, i.e., circa 1910. 
The bulk of the lighting, however, was adapted from 1928 standards combined 
with new plastic globes somewhat in simulation of the 1910 variety. This was 
done to meet current street lighting requirements and we feel they are compat­
ible with the qualities of the District, but they certainly are not antique.
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Perhaps we are overconcerned about what is entered on the Registers; but as 
you well know, my Board and I are convinced of the virtue of Register entries 
and we feel consistency between local legislation and such entries is impor­
tant. If commonality between descriptions and boundaries cannot be established, 
then we have no recourse other than to ignore the Registry entries, since from 
the standpoint of our normal administration of the District we necessarily 
relate to the essence of our ordinances. However, we shall very much appre­
ciate Washington's review and response to our concerns as outlined above, as 
well as any assistance you can give to our cause.
Sincerelyyi

Earl
City 0D. Layman 

Historic Pre'servation Officer

EDLrvv
cc: Geraldine Lucks, Chairman, Pioneer Square Historic District Board

Peggy Corley, Chairman, Seattle Landmarks Preservation Board 
Ralph Anderson, Member, Pioneer Square Historic Board & State Advisory Council 
Peter Staten, City Conservator
Paul Schell, Director, Department of Community Development 
Carolyn Feasey, Chairman, State Advisory Council
Hon. Bruce Chapman, Secretary of State & Member of National Advisory Council 
Victor Steinbrueck

Enclosures:
Miscellaneous pictures 
MapSeattle Ordinance 98852 as amended 
City Nomination Form for Expansion

4t>c€^^arolyn Pitts





SIMILAR LETTER BEING SENT TO:

Hon. Alan Cranston 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. S. I. Hayakawa 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. George E. Brown, Jr. 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. Lionel Van Deerlin 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. Ronald V. Delluras 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. Edward R. Roybal 
House of Representatives 
Washington,D.C.

Hon. John Glenn 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. Howard M. Metzenbaum 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. Chalmers P. Wylie 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. Thomas A. Luken 
House ofRepresentatives 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. Willis D. Gradison 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. Warren G. Magnuson 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. Henry M. Jackson 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. Joel Pritchard 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. Don Bonker
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Hon. Mark 0. Hatfield 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. Bob Packwood 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. James H. Weaver 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. Robert B. Diincan 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. Herman E. Talmadge 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. Sam Nunn 
United States Senate 
Washington,D.C.

Hon. Wyche Fowler 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. Harry F. Byrd, Jr. 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. William L. Scott 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.
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Hon. J. Kenneth Robinson 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. James 0. Eastland 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. John C. Stennls 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. William T. Cochran 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. George McGovern 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. James Abourezk 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.

Hon. James Abdnor 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

For Release May 25, 1977

Duncan Morrow (202) 343-7394

ANDRUS designates 17 NATIONAL HISTORIC LANTOIARKS

Secretary of the Interior Cecil D. Andrus today announced formal 

designation of 17 properties as National Historic Landmarks.

Located In eight states and the U.S. Virgin Islands, the newest 
landmarks include the Martin Luther King, Jr. Historic District In 
Atlanta, Ga.; a Danish colonial fort In the Virgin Islands; and one of 
the nation's last two major Art-Deco theatres—the Paramount in Oakland, 
Calif.

"These designations," said Andrus, "involve properties In both 
public and private ownership and reflect the diversity of our rich 
historical heritage."

"Although leadership In America's historic preservation movement 
rests with the Department of the Interior and the National Park Service, 
this Is a fitting reminder that the cause of historic preservation 
requires a partnership of Individual citizens and organizations as 
well as the participation of Federal, state and local governments. With­
out a firm commitment to preservation, many of these mementos of our 
past might have been lost."

With these latest additions, nearly 1,500 properties have been 
Identified as nationally significant In America's hlstbry under the 
Historic Sites Act of 1935.

Each of these National Historic Landmarks Is placed also on the 
National Register of Historic Places, which will afford them the legal 
protections and benefits of the Historic Preservation Act of 1966.
Those benefits, Andrus said. Include eligibility for financial matching 
grants for preservation or rehabilitation of properties listed on the 
National Register;

Following is the list of the 17 new landmark sites;

CALIFORNIA:----------- -------------------------------- ------------------- —----------------------------

Bradbury Building, 304 S. Broadway, Los Angeles. Built in 1893 by, 
George H. Wyman, this structure has load-bearing walls that open Into 
a light-filled court of glass and court iron. Now regarded as a 
visionary structure, it is admired both for its structural design and 
use of soft lighting and glowliig materials.

(more)



two—Andrus Marks 

(California—continued)

Hotel del Coronado. 1500 Orange St., Coronado. Built in less than 
one year in 1887 by James Merritt and Watson Reid, it is considered one 
of the "great luxury seashore hotels" in the United States. It was the 
first hotel to use electric lighting on a large scale.

Mission Inn, between 5th and 7th, Main and Orange Streets, River­
side. Built in stages between 1902 and 1950 (by Beaton, Hunt, Gray and 
Wilson), it is the largest Mission-Revival building in California. It 
contains a hotel, shops and a chapel.

Paramount Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland. Built in 1931 by 
Timothy Pflueger, it is one of the two remaining Art-Deco movie palaces 
in America. (New York City's Radio City Music Hall is the other.) It 
was recently restored.

GEORGIA:

Martin Luther King, Jr. Historic District. Atlanta. The district 
includes his birthplace home, grave site and church, where King served 
as assistant pastor. The environs of his childhood are largely intact.

MISSISSIPPI;

Champion Hill Battlefield. Hinds County. This is the site of a 
critical Union victory in the 1863 Vicksburg campaign. At Champion Hill, 
General Grant's troops forced Confederate forces under General John C. 
Pemberton to retreat into the defenses of Vicksburg, May 6, 1863. The 
Confederates surrendered Vicksburg on July 4, following a siege.

OHIO:

Cincinnati Union Terminal. 1301 Western Ave. Built in 1933 by 
Fellhelmer and Wagner, this is one of the last grand-scale Art-Deco 
terminals. It cost $41 million and could accommodate 17,000 persons and 
216 trains dally in its heyday.

Glendale Historic District, east of State Route 4, north of State 
Route 126, C&O-B&O Railroad right-of-way, Hamilton County. One of the 
earliest American communities laid out in 1851 on the irregular, "pictur­
esque" plan derived from cemetery design Instead of the commonly used 
grid pattern.

Ohio Theatre. 39 E. State St., Columbus. Built in 1928 by Thomas W. 
Lamb, it is an example of the "Golden Age" movie palace. It has been 
recently restored in its original "Spanish" style.

(more)
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OREGON:
Deady and Vlllar Halls. University of Oregon, Eugene. Built in 

1876 and 1885 by W. W. Piper and Warren H. Williams, and designed in the 
French-Second Empire style, these are of the original buildings of the 

University campus.
Pioneer Courthouse, 520 SW Morrison St., Portland. Built in 1875 

by Alfred B. Mullett, it has'served as a U.S. Courthouse, Customhouse 
and Post Office and today is the oldest standing Federal building in the 

Northwest,
Skidmore/Old Town Historic District, Burnside Street to the 

Williamette River, Portland. Built during-the last quarter^of the 19th 
century, this district covers 20 blocks in the old center city area.
Its architecture is dominated by Italiante design and a large number of 
cast iron fronts. It is now primarily in commercial use.

SOUTH DAKOTA:
Frawley Ranch, Lawrence County. Henry J. Frawley acquired several 

unsuccessful homestead farms to develop a large and prosperous j-9th 
century ranch. The ranch is noted for its emphasis on practical land

use.

VIRGIN ISLANDS:
Fort Christian, Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas. Dating from 1680^^ 

this is the oldest extant structure in the Virgin Islands. was t 
hub of early Danish settlement, housing colonial governors, Lutheran 
ministers and others. It also provided military protection for settlers.

VIRGINIA:

—StSS rr
6500 B.C.

WASHINGTON:
Pioneer Building- Pergola and Totem Pole. 1st Ave., Yesler Way and 

Cherry Street, Seattle. The cast iron Pergola and Richardsonian- 
Romanesque Pioneer Building were built in 1892 by Elmer H. Fisher in 
heart of the eity'o old commercial district.---------------------------------------------

late 19th century.

-NPS- IN TI 3B17-77
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I: STATE OF 
WASHINGTON

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER
1

7150 Cleanwater Lane, Olympia, Washington 98504 206/753-4011

Dixy Lee Ray 
Goucmor

June 7, 1977

Mr, George F. Emery 
Acting Chief, Historic 

Sites Survey Division 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240

-i"■ j V' .1^ ■ ' ) , I

Dear Mr. Emery:
Thank you for forwarding to us the documentation for the Port Townsend 
and Pioneer Building Landmark designations. Unfortunately, the last 
page of the Pioneer Building study -- containing items 9 through 12 — 
was deleted in our copy; we would appreciate receiving the missing 
page so that it might be complete. Additionally, we notice the in­
clusion in the Port Townsend study of a photograph identified as "Fort 
Flaghen". This is properly Fort Flagler but more important, it is 
identified as at Port Townsend. The abandoned military post is in the 
vicinity of the community but actually separated from the Landmark area 
by some four miles of water and does not, in our opinion, comprise a 
visual element of the district. May we assume that the photograph was 
included in the study unintentionally or does some element of the Land­
mark designation involve Fort Flagler?
National Landmarks have been few and far between in Washington and we 
are delighted that the Historic Sites Survey has worked to add more to 
its inventory. If we can help at any time, please do not hesitate to 
call upon us.

Sincerely,
JEANNE M. WELCH, Acting 
State Historic Preservation
Officer

David M. Hansen, Chief 
Office of Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation

J-
'v I:

/a
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Honorable Ves Hhlaaa 
Mayor of Seattle 
Seattle, Ifoahington 90104

Dear Mayor OhlSMua:

We are pleased to Infora jnMi that the historic property described 
briefly In the enclosure has been fotmd to possess national slfpilfo 
ieance In o<»Hmnorating the history of the Doited States and has, 
therefore, been designated a national hiatorie landrark.

The purpose of iMdtaark deslgoatien is to reoo^aixe nationally 
sigtiifioant sites and to cnoourai^ their owners to preserve th«a. 
Landrorks are chosen through studies prepared by the ftitlonal 
Survey of Historic Sites and Building; evaluated by the Advisory 
Board on Hatimial Barks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Konusmts; 
and designated by the Secretary of the Interior in accordance 
with the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935. The criteria 
of the Saticnuil Historic Umckjarks Prograa are listed in a leaflet 
that is enclosed.

We are happy to provide a certificate and bronse plaque to owners 
willing to undertake the elenentary ^r>e8ervation practices enuaerated 
in the enclosed agreeaent fiwvi. If you wish to join with the 
owner of the Pioneer Building, a portion of the Pioneer Riildlng. 
Pergola and Totea Pole landnark owned by the Pioneer Building 
Investment Coa^any, in accepting the certificate and plaque that 
identifies the properties as a natimial historic landnark, please 
complete the a|p*eea8nt fom. The fom is given In triplicate; 
two are for rettavi to the Rational Park Service, and the third 
copy is for your records.

Dealgnatl^ as a national historic landnark autoomtioally places 
the property in the Rational Baglater of Historic Places. Under 
the provisions of the Rational Historic Preaervati<w» Act of 1966, 
entry in the national Register provides each landmark with safe­
guards against daajaga by Federal undertakings and fulfills aie



quallfi€»tidn for i»rtioii>atl(»i In « ©rant-lrh-aid prograa to assist 
in its preswvatiwQ. Fsn'ther lnforsiatl«3 about these provisions 
of the law la oontalned in a leaflet ^soribing the National Register 
that Is also enolosed.

We will be pleased to inelude this property aaong the sites already 
reoegnised as luitional historic landaarks.

Sincerely yours,
Eriie^ Allen Coanam 

Pssoclata^
Director

Srtolosures

SIMILAR LETTER BEIHG SENT TO:

Mr. Robert Barcmsky 
Pioneer Gilding Investaent C<»i^y 
2901 Seattle First National Bank 

Building
Seattle, Washington 9815M

FNP:HJ Sheelyikr 6/6/77:523-5464 
bcc: Regional Director, Pacific Northwest Region 

001
001-Reading File 
040
160-Dr. Curry 
700-Connally 
760-Rogers 
^2-Reading File ^2-Sheely

*■ "i

■?E — ■ -

■■ .r

. "-'5 >

"S.

HP - Washington - Pioneer Building, Pergola OftJ Totem Pole

3ASIC FILE RETAINED IN 772
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(Date)

Mr. William J. Whalen 
Director
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Whalen:

As the (owner, owners) of Pioneer Building, -Pergola and Totem Polo 
-------- (Name of site)

located in Seattle King Washington
(City) (County) (State)

(I,we) hereby accept your offer of a certificate ( ) and a bronze 
plaque, 17" x 18" ( ), formally marking this historic property 
a national historic landmark. (Check one or both as desired.)

1. Fully conscious of the high responsibility to the Nation that 
goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as having 
national significance and worthy of national historic landmark 
status, (I,we) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and to 
the best of (my,our) ability, the historical values that will 
satisfy the criteria for continuing significance.

2. Toward this end, (I,we) agree to continue to use the property 
only for purposes consistent with its historical character.

3. (I,we) agree to permit an annual visit to the property by 
a representative of the National Park Service, as a basis for 
continuing landmark status.

If*» for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above cannot 
continue to be met, it is agreed that the national historic landmark 
status shall cease and that until such status is restored by the 
Secretary* of the Interior, neither the national historic landmark 
certificate nor the plaque will be displayed.

Sincerely yours,



Office Of The Mayor 
City of Seattle
Wes Uhlman, Mayor

June 30, 1977 Ref,; H3417-772

Mr. Ernest Allen Connally 
Associate Director 
National Park Service
United States Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Connally:

I was very pleased to receive your formal notification of June 11, 
1977, concerning the designation of the Pioneer Building, Pergola 
and Totem Pole as a National Historic Site contained within the 
already established Pioneer Square Historic District. We are 
appreciative of this additional recognition of these well preserved 
elements of our heritage in this far northwest corner of these con­
tiguous United States.

We should certainly be happy to receive appropriate certificates 
and plaques pertaining to the City-owned properties (Totem Pole 
and Pergola) and return the agreement forms completed in triplicate 
as you requested.

Again let me express the City's appreciation of this additional 
honor and especially appreciation of the Pioneer Square Historic 
District Preservation Board who have labored long on a voluntary 
basis to maintain the integrity of the Historic District since its 
initial entry in the Registers in 1969 and establishment as a pro­
tected district by municipal ordinance in 1970.

Sincerely, .

Wes Uhlman

WUtedlg 

cc: Mrs. VJm. G. Lucks 
James Hornell 
Walter Hundley

Enclosures



•^n Jiinp 1977 
(Date)

Mr*. William J. Whalen 
Director
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Whalen;

As the owners) of_® Pergola and Totem Pole
(Name of site)

located in Seattle King Washington
(City) (County) (State)

(X,we) hereby accept/your offer of a certificate (/f and a bronze 

plaque, 17" x 18" , formally marking this historic property
a national historic landmark. (Check one or both as desired.)

1. Fully conscious of the high responsibility to the Nation that 
goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as having 
national significance and worthy of national historic landmark 
status, (X»we) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and to
the best of (my,our) ability, the historical values that will 
satisfy the criteria for continuing significance.

2. Toward this end, (^we) agree to continue to use the property 
only for purposes consistent with its historical character.

3- (X,we) agree to permit an annual visit to the property by 
a representative of the National Park Service, as a basis for 
continuing landmark status.

4. If, for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above cannot 
continue to be met, it is agreed that the national historic landmark 
status shall cease cind that until such status is restored by the 
Secretary of the Interior, neither the national historic landmark 
certificate nor the plaque will be displayed.

Sincerely yours.

LUjl
Wes Uhlman 
Mayor
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H3m-772 JUL 2 2 1977

Hr. Horman ?olotla 
c/o Mr. Robert Baronaky 
Pioneer Building Investment Coopany 
2001 Seattle First national Bank 

Building
Seattle, \feshington 98154

■-

Dear Mr. folotin:

Thank you for the agrseaent form sent on June 22, 1977, accepting 
the oertlflcate and plaque identifying the Pioneer Building, Pei’gola 
and Tote® Pole, Seattle, ifeshington, as a national historic landmark. 
We are proceeding with the preparatlEm of the certificates and 
plaque. We will be pleased to provide the bronze plaque for placement 
at a location that you and the city de«B suitable. Certificates 
are being prepared for each of the <»mers.

i'.'?

4'^4^

Our Pacific Horthwest Regional Office coordinates planning for 
presentation oeremtwiies in Iteshiagton. The Regional Director 
will Infoi'H you when the certificates and plaque have been completed. 
Should you wish the help of the Service In arranging oereBontea 
for the presentation, he will b® glad to assist you. His name 
and address are; Mr. Russell B. Dlckens<MJ, Regional Director, 
Pacific Northwest Regional Office, National Park Service, 601 
Fourth and Pike Building, Seattle, Washington 98101.

We are pleased to know that you plan active f®rticl|»tion in the 
National Historic Landmarks Program.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ Horace J. Sheely, Jr.

oy^ George F. Emery
Chief, Historic Sites 

Sjrvey Division

Enclosure

Ms. Jeanne M. Welch 
Acting State Historic Preservation 

Officer, P.O. Box 1128 
Olympia, Washington 98504
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Mr. David M, Hansen 
Chief, Office of Archaeology 

and Historic Presentation 
State itistoric Preservation Officer 
7150 Cleanwater Lane 
Olympia, Washington 98504

■' •' ;'■•• .•
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Dear Mr. Hansen;

Thank you for your letter of June 7, 1977,

';r?:

Please forgive the oversight in omitting items 9 through 12 in the 
Pioneer Building study. They are herewith enclosed.

Tlxe photograph of Fort Flagler is an error and has been deleted from 
the list of photographs. The district boundary does not include the 
Fort Flagler. Thank you for bringing this to our attention.

We are pleased to have had the opportunity to review some of the 
sites in the State of Washington.

Sincerely yours.

Signed

- i -V 
-if ■ ■■:■;■

;ir'
‘■-t

^■~'y George F. Emery 
Chief, Historic Sites 

Survey Division

Enclosure

cc: Ms. Jeanne M. Welch
State Conservator 
P.O. Box 1128
Olympia, Washington 98504 ) w/c of inc.

FNPiC Pitts:mdw:523-5464 6/21/77
bcc: Regional Director, Pacific Northwest Region ) w/c of inc. 

001-Reading File 
040
772-reading file )

W^Sheely )
772-Pitts ) HP - Washington - Pioneer Building

X Reference - Washington - Port Townsend 
BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 772

S
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Honorable Wes Efhlmn 
Mayor of Seattle 
Seattle, Hashlngt«ai S8104

Dear Mayor Dhlcnn:

CM
C~-
t^-

tbank you for your letter of Jme 30, 1977, returning the agreeoent 
form for the certificate and plaque idcmttfying the Pioneer a^ilding, 
Pergola and Tote® Pole, Seattle, as a national historic landaiark.
We are proceeding with the preparation of the certificates and 
plaque. We will be pleased to provide the brcmse plaque for place- 
aent at a location timt you and the Pioneer Building Investmiat 
Coapany dee® suitable. Cartlfloates are being prepared for ©aoh 
of the E»mers. A oopy of the agreement form is being returned 
for your files.

s:M

Q 
lx] 

tin Z
ffl M<0

E-^
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K

b]
J
M
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O
M
CO

Our Pacific Northwest Beglonal Office coordinates planning for 
presentation ceremonies in Washington. The Regional Director 
will inform you when the certificates and plaque have been completed. 
Should you wish the help of the Service in arranging cereawMsies 
for the presentaticKs, he will be ^ad to assist you. His name 
and address are: Ife*. Russell B. Dickenson, Regicwial Director, 
Pacific Northwest Regional Office, Satiaial Park Service, 601 
Fourth and Pike Gliding, Seattle, Ifeahington 98101.

We are pleased to know that you plan active i®rticipation in the 
National Historic Landmarks Prc^ram.

Sincerely yours,
/Sgd/ V.'iiiiaa J. liurtagh

I&cttMef, Office of Archeology 
and Historic Preservation

Snclosure

cc: Ms. Jeanne M. Welch
Acting State Historic Preservation 

Officer 
P.O. Box 1128 
Olympia, Washington 9850^1



W. M. COLLINS

October 5, 1977

Kosorablc V’es Uhlmaa 
Kayor of Seattle 
600 Fourth Avenue 
Seattle, \’^shis.gton 9SID4

AtUentioa; Kr, Tin Killcrd, Press SecretaQ^

Dear Mayor Uhlman:

t’e recently received the bronze plaque identifying Seattle’s.Pioneer 
Building, Pergola, and Totem Pole as a Kational Historic Landmark, 
liindly let us know to vhem we should make delivery, ke have been 
Informfed by our Washington Office that certificates for the respec­
tive cv,v:£Ts of the property will arrive shortly hereafter. Since 
the significant features of this site are conterminous with each 
other, only one plaque has been provided. It, therefore, appears 
thet placfs:-at of tlie plaque should be caitually arranged between 
the city and Pioneer Building Investment Company.

Should you v-lsh the Imlp of the Mationr.l ?;-.rU Service in arranging 
cerer cries for the prase';tf.tion, v£ vnll ha glad to provide 
ar-sistrrxe.

Tiicnk you fc<r your co .tiyu,;ing interest in tiiS hationa.1 nrstoric 
Land.'.cr'i-s p-rogra:r..

Since r e ly v or. r s,

James B. Thompson 
.Acting Regional Director

cc:L’r. iox.nan Vole tin, c/o hr. Rchcrt Irtc.-thy, Pioneer FuiilcUug 
Investr'cnt Co:.,puny, i'fOl Stattlc-Iirst raticanl Esnk Builcing, 
Scuttle, Washington 91154



W. M. COLLINS

October 5, 1977

Kr. Konnaa Volotin
c/o Mr. Robert Raronshy
Pioneer Building Icvestuient Cor-pany
2901 Seattle-First Katioaal Bank Building
Seattle, Washington 98154

Dear Mr. Volotin:

We recently received the bronze plaque identifying Seattle's Pioneer 
Building, Pergola, and Totem Pole as a National Historic Landmark. 
ICindly let us kriow to vhom we should make delivery. We have been 
informed by our Washington Office that certificates for the respec­
tive owners of the property will arrive shortly hereafter. Since 
the significant features of this site are conterminous with each 
other, only one plaque has been provided. It, therefore, appears 
that plficement of the plaque should be mutually arranged between 
the city and Pioneer Building Investment Company,

Chculd you wish the help of the national Fork Service in arrauging 
ceremonies for the prescntatirn, ve ^.nll be glad to provide 
mj.sistarce.

Thank you for your co-itirvuing interest in the Isational Historic 
Icndmcrks program.

S i r> cere ly y'ou r s,

■££C; .a m, ■ , . ■

James B. Thompson 
Acting r.egi tirl Director

ec:
K .OwT/ Me Ves Uhlmsn, Mayor of Seattle, (■ jQ Fourth Avenue, Seattle, 

Washington 95104
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Office Of The Mayor 
Cit>^ of Seattle
A'es U!-.i-an, Mayor

%

GCi 17'77

October 12, 1977

Mr. James B. Thompson 
Acting Regional Director
United States Department of the Interior 
Fourth Sc Pike Building 
Seattle, Washington 98101

Dear Mr. Thompson:
Thank you for your recent letter informing me of the avail­
ability of the National Park Service plagues for several 
buildings in the city's Pioneer Square District.

I agree that any public ceremony should be worked out jointly 
with the Pioneer Building Investment Company, and this we 
will do.
You may have the plaques delivered to Mr. Peter Staten of our 
Historic Preservation Office, Room 925 of the Arctic Build­
ing. He, in turn, will contact the appropriate individuals 
at Pioneer to arrange for a public ceremony.
7igain, many thanks, and we will be in touch when a date for 
the ceremony has been selected.

Sincerely,

1 DD ! i

P i____
A , 1 ft

Cri \
^ 1

1
'^nCsr.irsJ Flies
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Wes Uhlman 
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

United States Department of the Inteiijpr^
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE M

Pacific Northwest Region 
Fourth and Pike Building 
Seattle, Washington 98101

A8215 
(PNR)MIG January 3, 1978

Memorandum 

To: Associate Director, Preservation of Historic 
Properties, National Park Service 

Attention; Chief, Historic Sites Survey Division

From; Associate Regional Director, Management and 
Operations, Pacific Northwest Region

Subject; Natianal Historic Landmark dedication 

Enclosed are copies of the program format commemorating the 

dedication of The Pioneer Building, The Totem Pole,__and The 

^Pergola, located in Seattle's Pioneer Square, as National 

Historic Landmarks.
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Alaska

SUPPLEMENT
Designations as d£ January 1, 1978

OLD SITKA, StarrigavM, Baranbf-Islandr - 1799. . " :
Site of Redoubt St. Michael, a Russian trading post established in’ 
1799 and destroyed by Indians in 1802. June 13, 1962.

CALIFORNIA

BALBOA PARK, California Quadrangle 4l;vsan Diego County.' 1915, 1935. 
Bertram Goodhue, Carletan Winslow, Sr.,'Richard Requa, Walter Dorwin 
•Teague..' ■ ; ' •
Used today.as San- Diego's cultural center, the buildings are some of 
the finest Spanish-Baroque Revival structures in America. The complex 
was constructed for the Panama-Califomia Exposition in 1915 and 
expanded for the California-Pacific International.Exposition in 1935. 
December 22, 1977. .

^ '•■ ■ I./'-"- •
BRADBURY BUILDING, 304 South Broadway, "Los; ^Angeles. 1893,
George H. Wyman. .
Load bearing walls open into a light-filled court-of .glass and cast 
iron. A visionary structure that had no local influence, it is 
admired today for its structure and use of glowing material and 
soft lighting. May 5, 1977. • ■ ,

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST, 2619 Dwight Way, Berkeley, 
Alameda County. 1910. * Bernard Ralph'Maybeck.
This masterpiece was created of stock contemporary materials but 
is based stylistically on Japanese, Byzantine, Gothic and Romanesque 
architecture. December 22, 1977.

‘ . ..*• .

DAVID B. GAMBLE HOUSE, 4 Westmoreland Place, Pasadena, ■ .
Los Angeles Coun'ty. 1908. Greene and Greene.
This beautiful summer house in the California Bungalow style 
exemplifies the Arts and Crafts movement in the early years of 
the 20th. Century. Contemporary with prank Lloyd Wright's 
"Prairie Houses," this house is the finest surviving example of 
the work of Greene ahd Greene. December 22, 1977.

HOTEL DEL CORONADO, *1500 Orange Street, Coronado. 1887 
James Merritt and Watson Reid.
Built in less than one year, it is. one of the great luxury seashore 
hotels in the United States, the first to use electric lighting on 
a large scale. ... May 5, 1977. . . -



>2

MISSION INN, Sth and 7th, Main and Orange Streets, Riverside. 
1902-1950. Beaton, Hunt, Gray at^ Wilson. ■;
The largest Mission-Revival building in California; contains a , 
hotel, shops and a chapel. ^•':-r-•May ^ .-7, ■

PARAMOIOTT THEATRE, 2025 Broadway,' Oakland.;^' 1931.
Timothy PfluegerV ' . .v'r/' V -•
One of the twp remaining great Art Deco movie palaces left in 
America (with Radio City Music Hall, N.Y.), Recently restored. 
May 5, 1977. . .. • ’ ' • ' >•••■•

FLORIDA -

BRITISH FORT, Six miles southwest of Sumatra, Sumatra, Franklin 
County. 1814. , ...v:' " L '
Site of a fort established by the British in 1814 in conjunction ' 
with the War of 1812. After the war the fort became known as Negro Fort, 
because of the runaway slaves that occupied it. In 1816 the U.S. Army 
destroyed the fort, an action that contributed to the,outbreak of 
the first Semijiole War. .

V"'. ■ --V-' . ", ^
FORT SAN CARLOS DE BARRANCAS,Pensacola, Gulf Island National Seashore, 
Escambia County. 1787.
A semicircular brick fortification, this fort was an important northern 
outpost of the Spanish Caribbean empire until Andrew Jackson captured it 
in 1814 in response to British-Spanish collaboration in the 
War of 1812. October 9, 1960.

GEORGIA

HISTORIC AUGUSTA CANAL AND INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, west bank of the 
Savannah River, Augusta, Richmond County.' 1845-1880's.
Intact canal system and mills representative of the industrial aspect 
of the New South movement. The best-surviving example of an' engineering 

•system singularly important to the Southeastern United States.
" December 22, 1977. - . : ' • .

: MARTIN LUfflER KING, JR.- HISTORIC DISTRICT, Atlanta, Georgia.
The district includes the environs in which Martin Luther King, Jr, grew, 
up. His birth home, grave, and the church which he served as assistant 

.. pastor, are special units of the district. May 5, 1977.



INDIANA •c: .

JOSEPH BAILLY HOMESTEAD, west of JPooFter on u;S. ' 20 ;in Indiana Dunes ^ 
National Lakeshore, Porter County^- '--1822;
•Log house and log storehouse that arer the remains of a trading post •

' -vv-;'established in 1822 by Joseph Bailly as. a stopping place and social;:
center for Indian and white travelers.'December 29, t1962.

CLEMENT STUDEBAKER HOUSE, 620 W. Washington Avenue, South Bend, . ,
St. Joseph County. 1889; :: : •T3j6 major contributor to the Studebaker Bros. Co., the largest
jncoduceT of horse-drawn-vehicles in the world by the 1890's, .
made his home-here from 1889-i906i The compa:ny was the only
U.S. wagon firm to convert successfully to automobiles.. December 22, 1977.

■ ■ .. : • :■ .. ^ ^ ^

KANSAS , _ : ..
NORMAN NO.' 1 OIL WELL, Mill! W First Streets, NeodeSha, .
Wilson County. -1892. ■ : v‘ ^ ^ ' ;i

■ Norman No. 1 was the well that opened-the vast Mid-Continent oil field ■ 
which became the major producing field by 1900. The Mid-Continent Field 
yielded over half the U.S. oil supply into the 1930*s. Contributed toJiiCLXx ; uaaw w • w • w** ----------- --- ------------
the? breaking of the Standard Oil monopoly. y December 22, 1977^,.

. j; -,.

KENTUCKY
.-THE COVINGTON AND CINCINNATI SUSPENSION BRIDGE, Covington, Kenton 

-County.' . -1856-1867. v- -.;v-v
At the time of its completion in 1867 this John A. Roebling designed 

. suspension bridge was the longest in the world. It remains today one . .
of the Nation's foremost suspension bridges. May 15, 1975. .

LOUISIANA

/r- ■... '■■ ■ .....................................

NEW ORLEANS COTTON EXCHANGE BUILDING, 231 Carbndelet Street,
New Orleans, Orleans County. * ; 1921. r: -
Eight-storied, steel-framed, and stone building represents New Orleans 
as the principal spot market of the world and leading futures market\ 
next to New York and Liverpool until the 1920's. Associated with' 
Henry G. Hester, the "Father, of Cotton Statistics," whose work reduced ' 

; investment risk.1977. -
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MASSACHUSETTS

'nato™ mii™

■ SS «t“o.. the «x.t ~ted the

^V^.'^.;v■: ^ ■ ■ - w-i+vam' ■ '

■-'^T0N»™uFAeTmiNGC0MPAOT3i44d*>^.s«^^ v? ■;; ;: -
• - Middlesex County. . -t-He' first truly modem factory

This manufacturing innovative power looms, it signaled the
■ in the United States. ^ ^ n g dependence on British

S5£ s““ -r
boston naval SHIPYABB, East of Xhelsee street. Boston,

t~rsKer»pSne:^^ ^ :
r^SsS; SSiESi^ti™ and fox^over^a century ^nufactured aU of .v 

-the Navy's rope. ... November 13. 1966.. . ; . . ... . . .

BUNKER HILL MONUMENT; - ®xeei's HUl^-Boston, SuEfolk^^ty^^^l82S. ^

^ PANEUIlW. i“'paSrialf::S;i'H? m^rke^:::
, Given to the city by i„t of Colonial protest against ; ,
: - a center in the,Boston abolition movement.

October 9, i960. .

I/KELL LOCKS AND CANALS HISTORIC iSl'^as tht^dotton textile v

.-:: ■ machinery.. : Decesd,er 22, 1977.,„..,,;,i.,

•*/-..- tv .- ■; •.■ ;r .. . ;Vv^: .

/it-:



MASSACHUSETTS
OLD NORTH CHURCH (Christ ChurchJBpiscopal), 193 Salem Street, Boston, 
Suffolk County. 1723-1740. ’ : . - ; ^ J v
Built according to Christopher Wren's English church designs, this .,.; 
Georgian church became famous on April 18,. 1775, when patriots waved 
lanterns from its belfry to warn their compatriots across the Charles 
River that the British were advancing towards Lexington and Concord. 
January 20, 1961.

OLD SOUTH MEETING HOUSE, Milk and Washington Streets, Boston,
Suffolk County. 1729-1730. .
This Georgian building was the scene of numerous pre-Revolutionary War' 
protest meetings, one of which proceeded the December 16, 1773,
Boston Tea Party. October 9, 1960.

OLD STATEHOUSE, Washington and State Streets, Boston,
Suffolk County. 1748.'
Excellent example .of late Georgian architecture, the Old .Statehouse 
served this function from 1776 to 1798 and was the Boston city hall 
from 1830 to 1840. October 9, 1960. ’ .......  '

f

PAUL REVERE HOUSE, 19 North Square, Boston, Suffolk County, c 
Home of the famous silversmith and patriot who on April 18, 1775, 
that, "the British are coming." January 20, 1961.

. 1676. 
warned

U.S.S. CONSTITUTION, Boston Naval Shipyard, Boston,
■ Suffolk County.'y'w- 1797. V
Affectionately known as "Old Ironsides," the U.S.S. Constitution 
distinguished herself in the undeclared naval war with France, in 
battles with Barbajy pirates > and during the War of 1812. ; 
December 19, 1960- ■ "•

V-V-';-

sea.:.

•.-Vv'-

MISSISSIPPI

CHAMPION HILL BATTLEFIELD, Hinds County> Mississippi^- 
The Civil War battle of Champion Hill was a crucial Union victory 
in the campaign for Vicksburg, 1863. In this battle. General Ulysses 
Grant's Union Army forced the retreat of General John C. Pemberton's 
Confederate forces into the defenses of Vicksburg, May 16, 1863. •
The siege of Vicksburg followed, and on July 4, 1863, the Confederates 
surrendered. May 5, 1977. • . : , V

. V '
.. . •



NEW HAMPSHIRE

HARRISVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT, .^iarrisville,

Cheshire County. 1774-1900. ,
Harrisville is the only American industrial community of the early 
19th century that still survives in its original form.. Its complex of 
mills, boarding and workers' houses, dwellings, churches, stores 
and other buildings is virtually intact and free from intrusions. 
December 22,. 1977.

NEW YORK

GRACE CHURCH, Broadway at 10th Street, New York,
New York County. .1846. James Renwick, Jr.
Renwick at the age of 25 designed this "archaeologically” correct 
church in the English taste-. He later created St. Patrick's 
Cathedral on Fifth Avenue, another brilliant demonstration of the 
Gothic Revival style. December 22, 1977.

•JOHN A. HARTFORD HOUSE, 75 Grasslands Road, Valhalla,
Westchester County. c. 1932.
Home 01930-51) of the merchandising genius of the Great Atlantic and 
Pacific Tea Company, the first nationwide chain-store company dating 
back to 1859. Under Hartford's leadership in 1912 .the firm was 
expanded to become the largest retailer in the Nation by the 
mid-twentieth century. December 22, 1977.

lORILLARD SNUFF NULL, New York Botanical Garden, The Bronx,
Bronx County. 1840.
Constructed in 1840 by the P. Lorillard Company, the Lorillard Snuff • 
Mill is the Nation's oldest extant tobacco factory and a symbol of 
the importance of tobacco in the development of commerce and industry 
in the 19th. Centtjry. December 22, 1977.

NEW YORK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 65 Liberty Street, New York,
New York County. 1768.
Founded in 1768 the prestigious New York Chamber of Commerce served as 
the organizational prototype for the development of this important 
institution for promoting the interests of American business on the 
local. State, and national levels. December 22, 1977.



NEW YORK

NEW YORK COTTON EXCHANGE (India House)^ •- One Hannover Square, New York,
New York County. 1870. •—"-
The foundation of the New York Cotton Exchange in 1870 marked the end 
of the factorage system for marketing America's most important 19th Century 
domestic crop and also the growth of today's futures trading system for 
buying and selling commodities. December 22, 1977.

SURROGATE'S COURT (HALL OF RECORDS), 31 Chambers Street, New York,
New York County. 1899-1907. James R. .Thomas, Horgan and Slattery.
Ifodelled after the Hotel de Ville in Paris, this structure is the most 
accurate representation of this "style official" in New York City.
December 22, 1977.

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURTHOUSE, (Jefferson Market Courthouse), '
Sixth Avenue at 10th Street, New York, New York County. 1874-1877. 
Frederick C. Withers. . ^
Known as a church architect and the author of Gallaudet College, this 
building in the "Ruskinian" or "Venetian" style is Withers best known 
work. December 22, 1977,

NORTH CAROLINA

W. T. BLACKIVELL AND COMPANY TOBACCO FACTORY, 201 West Pettigrew Street, 
Durham, Durham County. 1874.
This factory was the original home of Bull Durham Smoking Tobacco, 
the first truly national tobacco brand. In processing and promoting 
Bull Durham, W. T. Blackwell and Company introduced production, packaging, 
and marketing techniques that made Bull Durham a part of American 
folklore. December 22; 1977.

OHIO
CINCINNATI UNION TERMINAL, 1301 Western Avenue. 1933.’ Fellheimer 
and Wagner.
One of the last grand-scale terminals in the Art Deco style, it is also a 
masterpiece of planning by Paul Cret, architect. When completed it cost 
$ 41,000,000, accommodated 17,000 people and 216 trains daily.
May 5, 1977. •
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OHIO . ■

GLENDALE HISTORIC DISTRICT, East‘S State Route 4, North of State 
Route 126, C § 0 -*B § 0 Railroad right-of-rway, 1851. ■
One of the earliest American communities laid out on the irregular, 
"picturesque" plan derived from cemetery design as opposed to the 
rect^gular grid then commonly used. May 5, 1977.

CHARLES F. KETTERING HOUSE, 3965 Southern Boulevard, Kettering, 
Montgomery County. 1914-1958.
Home of the founder of the Dayton Engineering Laboratories Company 
(Delco) and head of General NIotors research activities/ Kettering 
made many significant contributions to the development of the gasoline 
and diesel engines that transformed American transportation in the 
20th Century. December 22, .1977.

OHIO STATEHOUSE, Southeast comer. Broad and High Street, Columbus, 
Franklin County. 1839-1861. Henry Walters,. A. J. Davis,
William R. West, .Isaiah Rogers. . .
toe of the great Greek Revival buildings in America embodying the 
ideals of the movement in a public monument. December 22, 1977.

OHp THEATRE, 39 East State Street, Columbus.' 1928. Thomas W. Lamb. 
This exanqjle of the "Golden Age" of movie palaces has recently been 
•restored in its original "Spanish" style. May 5, 1977.

. ’ *

PEOPLE'S FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, 101 East Court Street, 
Sidney, Shelby County. 1918. Louis Sullivan, 
toe of the commissions executed late in Sullivan's career that 
profoundly influenced 20th. century architects. December 22, 1977.

OREGON

DEADY AND VILLARD HALLS, University of Oregon. Eugene. 1876 and 1885. 
W. W. Piper and Warren H. Williams.
These original buildings for the University of Oregon were designed in 
the French-Second Empire style. May 5, 1977.



OREGON

PIONEER COURTHOUSE, 520 SW MottIsoiI Street, Portland.
1869-1875. Alfred B. Mullett.
Foraerly the U.S. Courthouse, Customhouse and Post Office, it is 
the oldest standing Federal building in the Northwest, and has been 
recently restored. May 5, 1977.

SKIDMORE/OLD TOIVN HISTORIC DISTRICT, Twenty blocks-Bumside Street 
to the Willamette River in the old center city. Portland. Last 
quarter of‘the 19th. Century.
The district is Italianate architecturally with a large number 
of cast iron fronts. Large commercial district. May 5,. 1977.

TIMBERLINE LODGE, Mt. Hood National Forest, Clackmas County. 
1935-1938. W. I. Turner, Howard Griffin, Dean Wright, Linn A. Forrest 
and Ward Ganno.
Margaret Hoffman Smith, Interiors.
The finest example of 1930'sWPA "mountain architecture," it was 
dedicated by Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1937.
December 22, 1977. .

PENNSYLVANIA

GRUBER WAGON WORKS, Tulpehocken Creek Park, Reading,
Berks County. 1882.
The family-owned Gruber Wagon Works produced both standard farm 
wagons and custom vehicles from 1882 to the 1950's. Its fully preserved 
machinery, tools, and materials make the works an outstanding example of 
what was once an essential American industry. December 22, 1977.

PHILADELPHIA CONTRIBUTIONSHIP, 212 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia County. • 1752.
In 1752 Benjamin Franklin helped organize the Philadelphia 
Contributionship for the Insurance of Houses from- Loss by Fire, the 
first fire insurance company in the United States and a pioneer 
institution in the development of the insurance business. The 
company has occupied this Thomas U. Walter designed building 
since 1835. December 22, 1977.



SOUTH DAKOTA' .
FRAlf LEY RANCH, Lawrence County .■''South Dakota.
The ranch represents the development of a practical land use for an 
area unsuited for homestead fanning. Henry J. Frawley acquired 
several unsuccessful homestead farms and with them developed a large 
and prosperous ranch in the late 19th. Century. May 5, 1977.

TENNESSEE
Four miles south ofISSAC FRANKLIN PLANTATION, U.S..Highway 35E,

Gallatin, Sumner County. 1832.
Between 1828 and 1836 Issac Franklin and John Armfield created the 
largest scale slave-trading operation in the antebellum South. 
Franklin’s plantation illustrates the activities of Franklin and 
Armfield. December 22, 1977.

TEXAS ■ ‘ ■ ■ -•-

LUBBOCK LAKE SITE, off U.S. 84 in Yellow House Canyon,
Lubbock. ca. 9000 B.C. to present.’
Excavations at the site have revealed a stratified sequence spanni^Jg 
eleven or twelve thousand years and providing- evidence for occupation 
during the Clovis, Folsom, Plainview, Late Paleo Indian, Archaic, 
Ceramic, and Historic Periods. December 22, 1977.

VIRGIN ISLANDS
FORT CHRISTIAN, Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, Virgin Islands.
This fortification dates from 1680 and is the oldest extant structure 
in the Virgin Islands. It was the focal point of early Danish 
settlement, housing governors and Lutheran ministers as well as 
providing protection for settlers. May 5, 1977.

^VIRGINIA • V •.

REYNOLD’S HOhiESTEAD,. Critz, Patrick County. 1850.
From 1850 to 1874 this property was the home of Richard Joshua 
Reynolds, the father of the modern cigarette. In the Camels 
cigarette brand introduced in 1913, R. J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Company conquered a market and transformed an industry. 
December 22, 1977.

: .



VIRGINIA'

TOUNDERBIRD ARCHEOLOGICAL DISTRICT, - Warren County, Virginia.
The district consists of three sites (Thunderbird Site, Fifty Site, 
Fifty Bog) which provide a stratified cultural sequence spanning 
Paleo Indian through the end of Early Archaic times.
Cca. 9500--6500 B.C.). . May. S, 1977.

TREDEGAR' IRON WORKS, 500 Tredegar Street, Richmond. Richmond County. 
1841.
The Tredegar Iron Works was one of the largest iron works in the 
United States from 1841 to 1865. During the Civil War the works 
supplied the South with the major share of the iron products that 
helped the Confederacy sustain, four years of war.
Decsnber 22, 1977.

WASHINGTON

PIONEER BUILDING, PERGOLA AND TOTEM POLE, 1st Avenue, Yesler Way 
and Cherry Street. 1892. Elmer H; Fisher.
This complex is at the heart of the commercial district in old 
Seattle. The Pioneer Building is Richardsonian-Romanesque in 
style, the Pergola is constructed of cast iron. May 5, 1977.

PORT TOWNSEND, Scott, Walker, Taft and Blaine Streets and the 
waterfront. Second half of the 19th. Century.
Once a custom station on Puget Sound, the town flourished in the 
1880's, but collapsed in the 1889 land speculation debacle. The 
district contains many fine late 19th-century commercial and 
residential structures. May 5, 1977.



!i/ince 'f906
HENRY R. SEIDELHUBER

(^eidei/iuAe^ and ^nc.

8009 7th Avetnue South Phone: (206) 767 4321

Seattle, Washington 98108

July 6, 2001

Mr. Paul Lusignan, Historian 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street NW, Room NC400 
Washington D.C. 20240

Reference: Seattle’s Pioneer Square Pergola

Dear Paul:

It was a pleasure talking to you again on June 18. Fm enclosing a bunch of material that 
may or may not be of use to you. First is our set of blueprints detailing how the Pergola 
was originally constructed. These were created by working from the pergola wreckage 
itself, a site survey we contracted, and information gleaned from old photos. They 
establish basic critical dimensions, detail previous connection methods and demonstrate 
the types and sizes of voids available for new internal reinforcement members.

The second set of blueprints is a preliminary plan for reinforcing the reconstructed 
pergola with an internal steel armature. We are currently fabricating a sample section of 
the Pergola with a steel armature based on the third set of blueprints. The sample will 
demonstrate to the engineers, the city, the insurance company and the architect how the 
skeleton will work. As with any other aspect of this project we would welcome the 
comments of your experts on this process and this proposed solution to reinforcing the 
Pergola.

As I mentioned in our phone conversation, a major structural issue has been identified. 
That is the viability of the existing park surface to anchor the Pergola’s 12 columns. The 
consensus is that the roof of the existing, but abandoned, underground bathrooms beneath 
the Pergola is not structurally sound. The enclosed photos will illustrate the problem. The 
engineer’s current thought is to build new concrete footings above the roof to support the 
pergola columns and to fabricate separate columns that will extend from new footings at 
the floor of the bathroom up to directly under the pergola columns and their new footings 
above. The timber framing shown in the photographs was installed in 1982 and it is 
already deteriorating (again, see photos).



Local interests would like to see the bathrooms restored, at least for viewing purposes. 
Given the conditions displayed in the photos the consensus is that this would be 
extremely costly and that there is currently no funding at all available for such an effort. 
According to the architect the stacked colunm proposal described above would, in theory, 
not preclude the future restoration of the bathrooms.

A question for you is whether or not the national landmark designation refers strictly to 
the cast iron Pergola or to a more general listing including the bathrooms. By the way, the 
information we have is that the bathrooms were closed and abandoned in 1940. Any 
views you folks would care to put forward regarding the desirability or necessity for 
retaining the option of future bathroom restoration would be appreciated. Without a doubt 
working around this existing void is costly and time consuming and were it not for local 
sentiment (most people haven’t seen the photos) installing additional shoring would be 
the most time and money efficient way to ensure the Pergola’s structural integrity while 
retaining the possibility of future restoration of the bathrooms. .

On a brighter note we were able to arrange with the Seattle School District for their 
Whitman Middle School shop class and their Ingraham High School foundry class to 
create a pattern, cast in cast iron and clean-up 20 each of 2 styles of rosettes for the 
Pergola. They did this by making a pattern directly from existing pieces. We’ll probably 
need only about half of these re-cast rosettes to replace ones missing from the Pergola 
and also a few remaining ones that were re-cast back in the 1970s out of aluminum. The 
students, in addition to actually performing this work, learned about the history and 
significance of this historic structure and came on a field trip to our plant where they got 
to see our work and how their work fit into it and hear about the various issues involved 
in the restoration. Additionally they got some very nice recognition and publicity for their 
efforts. Three TV stations and one of the Seattle daily papers covered the story. I’ve 
enclosed some pictures for you.

A second youth employment project relating to the Pergola is just getting under way. 
About 10 teenagers working with 2 adult artist-supervisors are currently involved in 
creating an art work inspired by the Pergola that will be exhibited at the Pioneer Square 
Pergola site until such time as the Pergola returns. Part of the job responsibilities are to 
present to and coordinate their efforts with the Pioneer Square Community Council, The 
Seattle Arts Commission, the local Historic Preservation Association, the Seattle Parks 
Department and the Seattle City Council. Funding for this project is being provided by 
the City of Seattle Jobs Initiative and the South Downtown Foundation.. We hope to find 
a permanent home for this artwork after it is removed from the Pioneer Square site.

An issue I’ve been curious about is what was the original color of the Pergola. For 
decades its been painted a blackish green. However, examination of early (black and 
white) photos leads me to suspect it was a lighter shade of some unknown color since it 
appears several steps lighter than the presumably black coats and hats of the passerbys in 
the circa 1910 photos. Do you have any thoughts on this? Was cast iron of that period 
typically finished in some specific way?



I discussed with you in February the proximity of the Pergola to the road right of way and 
how I thought it might be advantageous to install some bollards, especially at the comer 
of First Avenue and Yesler Street to protect the Pergola from errant vehicles. Since then 
local discussion has centered on the possibility of using steel pipe bollards covered by a 
decorative cast iron sleeve in keeping with the style of the Pergola and the adjacent light 
posts. What do you think of this idea?

I’ve also enclosed an article about the pergola from a 1910 engineering periodical. It was 
discovered by a librarian at the University of Washington after she read a local 
newspaper article in which we mentioned the lack of historical material available to us.

We at Seidelhuber Iron and the city would appreciate you contacting us with any advice 
or concerns you may have about tWs project. Should you or any of your colleagues 
happen to come to Seattle we would love to give you a tour of the project.

I look forward to hearing from you.

^jnrAr^lyi

D. Seaman, Vice President

cc: Seattle City Parks and Recreation
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There is an area of 376 sq. ft of American Bar-lock 

sidewalk lights used in the construction of the comfort sta­
tion in Pioneer place. These lights have the white porcelite 

frames which aid in the diffusion of light, as the white, 
exposed surface frames tends to refract the light, and ren­
ders the glass and frame construction free from shadows; 

a feature in itself. Bach coat of porcelite enamel is baked 

on the finished frame under a high temperature, making a

tainable by a slow process of thorough tempering. Ta^:p;| 
Bar-lock’s frame construction itself gives the maximumy^r-
amount of glass area and at the same time gives the max- \ 

imum amount of tensile strength. ^
Each ante-room of the two sections has marble shine | 

stand is furnished with 3 oak armchairs, brass foot rests j 
and accessories; also showcases with toilet supplies, and in ■; 
the men’s division with cigars.

The station was designed to accommodate an attendance
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WESTERN OFFICE

f rotJ
NATIONAL TRUST
for Historic Preservation

October 14,2003

By facsimile and mail
Ross MacFarlane, Director 
Legal & Environmental Affairs 
Seattle Monorail Project (SMP)
1904 Third Avenue, Suite 105 
Seattle, Washington 98101 
Fax: (206)382-1279

Seattle Monorail Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

Dear Mr. MacFarlane:

On behalf of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, thank you for the opportunity to 
comment on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Seattle Monorail Project. 
The comments below address the need for more information on adverse impacts to historic 
resources and suggest additional mitigation to help alleviate those impacts.

The National Trust for Historic Preservation is a private, nonprofit membership 
organization dedicated to protecting the irreplaceable. Recipient of the National Humanities 
Medal, the Trust provides leadership, education and advocacy to save America’s diverse historic 
places and revitalize communities. Its Washington, DC headquarters staff, six regional offices 
and 21 historic sites work with the Trust’s quarter-million members and thousands of local 
community groups in all 50 states.

Impacts on Cultural Resources

The DEIS provides inadequate and incomplete information on adverse impacts to historic 
resources adjacent to the Green Line, such as those in Pioneer Square, Pike Place Market, Second 
Avenue, and the original 1962 monorail. The proposed route bisects Pioneer Square, potentially 
threatening the current boundaries of the National Register historic district. The FEIS should 
analyze potential impacts to the Pioneer Square Historic District - including possible delisting - 
based on consultation with the SHPO and the Keeper of the National Register. In addition, the 
DEIS fails to discuss the proposed demolition of the 1962 monorail; loss of this City of Seattle 
landmark is an adverse impact requiring mitigation.

Protecting the Irreplaceable

(415) 956-0610; Fax (415) 956-0837 
http://www.nationaltrust.org; E-mail: wro@nthp.org 

8 California Street, Suite 400, San Francisco, CA 94111-4828



Noise. The DEIS acknowledges that hundreds of residences along the Green Line will be 
adversely impacted by increased noise levels during construction - and potentially after 
completion - of the monorail. To assure architecturally appropriate soundproofing measures, the 
FEIS should consider establishing a noise attenuation program similar to the “Quieter Home . 
Program” administered by the Federal Aviation Administration, the Port of San Diego and the 
City of San Diego Historical Resources Board. The program received the Governor’s Historic 
Preservation Award in 2001 for architectural preservation while providing sound insulation for 
noise-impacted homes near the San Diego International Airport. Eligible homes are retrofitted 
with sound insulating treatments at no cost to the owner, including new acoustical windows, 
prime and secondary doors, and attic and wall insulation. Before work begins, a cultural resource 
survey is conducted to determine if the property qualifies for special historic preservation 
treatment. A similar program could be implemented for noise-impacted residences and 
businesses on the Green Line, helping to ensure historically appropriate soundproofing consistent 
with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation while adding to the city’s 
inventory of surveyed properties.

Vibration. The DEIS acknowledges that construction activities will cause noise and 
vibration impacts to nearby residential and commercial uses, noting that “historic buildings and 
areaways in the Downtown Segment would be particularly sensitive to vibration caused by pile 
driving.” In addition to pile driving for new constmction, vibration impacts will likely result 
from demolition of existing monorail pylons along Fifth Avenue from Seattle Center to Westlake 
Center.

Historic structures are particularly vulnerable to vibrations from adjacent construction. 
Many of these buildings have archaic structural systems, contain older building materials, and 
lack the maintenance they need, making the building more susceptible to heavy vibrations. 
Within the area of potential effect, for example, several buildings along Second Avenue feature 
sculptural stonework and terra cotta, while Pioneer Square includes dozens of unreinforced 
masonry structures.

The two most significant factors that lead to the destmction of historic properties 
are the proximity of the road/construction work and the extent of the 
road/construction work. Construction work that is longer and at higher amplitude 
will be more destructive to structures in the surrounding area. Adjacent 
construction work and traffic can expose neighboring buildings to concentrations 
of dust, vibration amd fire hazards that would normally be experienced only over 
the course of many years. 1

To a large extent, soil composition dictates the intensity of ground vibrations, with rocky and 
hard soils dampening vibration levels and soft soils doing little to stop the surge of vibrations.2

1 National Trust Information Sheet #52: Vibrations in Historic Buildings
2 Id.
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This is particularly relevant in assessing the impacts of the Green Line as it passes historic 
structures built on landfill, such as those in Pioneer Square. The data in the DEIS is not adequate 
and the FEIS should analyze soil conditions along the route and construction methods for 
individual buildings (i.e. terra cotta, steel frame, unreinforced masonry) to more accurately 
forecast likely impacts.

Finally, the FEIS should prescribe precautionary measures for fragile historic structures 
located near construction activities. The National Park Service Preservation Tech Note #3, 
Protecting a Historic Structure During Adjacent Construction,” suggests several preliminary 

measures to protect historic features: historic glass windows should be boarded up and layered 
' with cushioning material; safety nets should be erected to protect surfaces; decorative features 

such as balustrades should be covered with plywood; and fragile pieces such as chandeliers 
should be removed temporarily.

Visual. The DEIS concedes that the Green Line “could have a significant unavoidable 
adverse effect by altering the character of the setting of significant historical resources and the 
visual character of the Pioneer Square Historic District.” (DEIS, 4-344; italics added.) The FEIS 
should include a much more thorough analysis of adverse impacts on views of historic buildings, 
and should specify how guide ways and stations will be designed to harmonize with the existing 
built environment. As discussed below, mitigation funds should also be set aside for fa9ade 
improvements.

Mitigation

Standard mitigation measures for demolition are set forth in the DEIS, including 
recordation and salvage, multiple property National Register nominations, educational 
interpretive displays, design guidelines for compatible new construction, and professional 
publications. Regrettably, a detailed discussion of specific mitigation measures is deferred until 
the FEIS and negotiations of the Memorandum of Understanding with the SHPO. (DEIS, 4-341) 
The FEIS should describe mitigation measures in greater detail and commit to their funding and 
implementation.

Although a good start, the mitigation measures referenced in the DEIS, even if 
implemented, fail to adequately compensate for adverse impacts to historic buildings along the 
Green Line. Given the unavoidable, cumulative impacts of an elevated line through downtown, 
impacting the Pike Place Market Historic District and bisecting the Pioneer Square Historic 
District - including substantial demolition and permanent visual impacts - the FEIS should go 
well beyond standard mitigation.

A mitigation fund should be established to provide grants and/or loans for building 
maintenance and fa9ade improvements, particularly at the architecturally ornamental level of 
historic buildings visible from the monorail. A local example is the South Downtown 
Foundation, which was endowed with nearly $10 million as mitigation for construction of 
Seahawks Stadium. The foundation has paid for community development projects in Pioneer
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Sqte, the latemational District, and the Duwaniish Industrial District, including lifting 
pro^ams, paries improvements and public art projects.

I hi historic preservation context, the Long Beach Navy Memorial Heritage Fund was
ral^lish^m 1998 with $4.5 million from the Port of Long Beach to mitigate demolition of the 
n XT Historic District at the former Long Beach Naval Station. The nonprofit Long
VL “ • ^ Memonal Heritage Association administers the foad. annually allocating 5 percent 
of the prmcipal- about $200,000 - to projects that “foster and support the identification, 
evajuanon. preservation, rehabiUtation, restoration and inteipretation of historical resources sites 
^d| archival sources within the municipal boimdaries of the CSty of Long Beach .” The National 
Tn^t helped negotiate the Memorandum of Agreement between the Department of the Navy the

Council on Historic Preservation that created the fund, aiiong

] Thank you fc»r the opportunity to comment on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
rorjhe Seattle Monorail Project. Please don’t hesiute to contact me at (415) 956-0610 or 

buliler@nthp.or]^ should you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Mi<|hirel Buhler 
Regional Attorney

t
cc: Allyson Brooks, Ph.D., State Historic Preservation Officer 

Karen Gordon, City of Seattle Historic Preservation Officer 
Carol SchuU, Keqper of the National Register
John Fowler, Executive Director, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
John Chaney, Executive Director, Historic Seattle
Lisbeth Cort, Executive Director, Washington Trust for Historic Preservation
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SV>rm 10-817 
' (Sept. 1957)

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
I. STATE

Washington
2. THEME(S).- IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE "ARCH ' BEFORE THEME NO.

X7H-h Canmerce and Industry
3. NAME(S) OF SITE

Iloneer Square (Seattle)
4. APPROX. ACREAGE

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, eU. If diflicuU to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)
King County, at First Avenue and Yesler Way, in the city of Seattle.

6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner)
City of Seattle

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Dacribe briefly what maket life important and wiat remaini are extant)

Seattle -was the site of the first steam-powered sawmill huilt in the 
Puget Sound region.

In the fall of I85I the first settlers, led hy John H, Low and 
Arthur A. Denny, arrived at Elliott Bay on Puget Sound, and erected log 
cabins at AUd. Point on the vest side of Elliott lay. In the spring of 
1852 the majority of pioneers moved to the east side of the Bay and founded 
a village which they called Seat-tie.^ Early in 1852 the brig Leonsa, seeking 
a cargo of piling for the San Francisco market, anchored offshore. She load 
of 35>000 feet of logs, cut by the settlers from their claims, was the first 
shipment of luiid}er from Seattle.

In the fan of IB52 Heniy D.-^Yesler of Portland arrived at Seattle and- 
began the construction of e. steam-powered sawmill for the purpose of estport- 
Ing lumber to the San Francisco market. Els sawmill, with a daily capacity 
of from 10,000 to 15,000 feet per day, began operations in I853 and vas 
rebuilt luad improved in I868.

In 1853-185^ 0. C. Teny and William H. Renton of San Francisco con­
structed a second steam sawmill, -which located at Alki Point. After two 
or three years of operation they then removed their mill to Port Orchard, 
which had a better harbor for the sailing vessels of that period.

By 1880, Seattle, -with a populatlcm of 3,533> had six sawmills, six 
sash and door factories, three shipyards, one salmon cannezy and three fish

TIhe town plat for Seattle was filed May 23, I853, the population was 
then about I70, and the total population of Washington territory was 3,965 speople.

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Gfoe »o«rc«; give location of manuscripte and rare worki)

See page 2.
(Continued)

9. REPOR-rS AND STUDIES (Mention beet reporte and etudiee, at, NFS study, HABS, etc.)

Charles V. Snell, ”A Brief History of the lAimber Industry in -the Pacific 
Coast, 1843-1913" (ir.P.S. Typescript, San Francisco, Hov. 30, 1964) 43 pp.

10. PHOTOGRAPHS* II. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
A-TTACHED: YES □ NO Bo remains Citv Park Hot visited

14. NA^ OF RECORDER aSigwatere)^j^vxi^Charles W. Snell 15. TITLE

Historian
16. DATE
Mar. 22. 1965

•DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X \QH SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE 
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
U. 8. COVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-74016-1



Form 10-317a 
(Sept. 1967) UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as,
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) Page 2.
STATE

Washington

7* Continued:
packing factories in operation.^ 1S90, vfaen the first transcontinental 
railroad, the Horth Pacific, reached Seattle via the lines of the Seattle, 
lake Shore, and Eastern Bailway, the city had achieved a p<^ulatlon of 
^|>837, almost equaling that of Portland, Oregon, Seattle's factories in 
1890 included a dozen sawmills and nearly as many sash and door and furniture 
plants.

Condition of the Site,

The former site of Yesler's I853 steam sawmill is located in Pioneer 
Square in the city of Seattle, Here around this mill were grouped the 
various holdings of the pioneers and this was the center of early Seattle,
In the 1880* s and lB90's Pioneer Square was also the "Skldrow" for celebrating 
lumberjacks,

Hie "square" is a Miall triangular plot that is still surrounded by 
saloons, cheap hotels, pawnshops and outfitting stores for Alaska, the lumber 
can5>s, and fishermen. There are no remains left of Yesler's min or of the 
other pioneer buildings.

^etson & Post Mill Company, founded by George ¥. Stetson in 1875- 
was one of the large early sawmills in Seattle.

8, Bihllogra^cal Referenew

TMa g^aselnatiag Lanber Business (Hew York, 19^13). 30-31, ^0^ didTwseklaaw CHew’Wk. 1938), 167-168^ lBi-li2, 
Matoiy qf^ Waahingtoa (Hew York, 1891), 7^75j

^ Mpntana (l^ Francisco,
337-338, 33^, 330/Dorothy 0. Johansen and Charles M,aates, 

the pplna^ (Hew York, 1957), 3^-3h7, 389, 391, 397-393, k60, k6k,
^53 ^e Hey WsriilngtoB ■ A Oaide to ti» Hvargreen a»te (American Guide Series) 

Qr^oa, 295OJ, 72, 214, 217, M, ^nuurd C. Halty and
Truman R. Strohriage, "The Defense of Seattle, 1856: "And Itown Came the Indians}
_ge_ifle Horthwest QMgterly Vol. 55, Ho. 3 (July, 1964), IO5-IIO1 John S. Hittell, 
^ Cgaam^ye and Industries of the Pacific Coast of Horth America (san Fraaicisco/ 
1882); ]Klwln T, Cfnan, Jr. and Helen M. Gibbs, irime. Sl^e. andfTm>»*wT A Century of mprn k Talbot (ifcKrford, 19^9), 55-57, 71,

l OFflCf 10—74029-1
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NOMINATION DATA
PROPOSED NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

While Pioneer Square is not the birth place of Seattle, it does mark the 

heart of the city's early commercial development and the actual physical develop­
ment of the city per se. It was from this location that the city expanded and 

grew into the queen city of the Pacific Northwest.

Pioneer Square Place itself marks the location of Henry Yesler's mill, which 

was built in 1853 and provided Seattle's economic beginnings. Logs cut on First Hill 
were skidded down to what is now Yesler Way (hence the term Skid Road) to the mill, 

where they were sawn for local use, and for export by ship down the coast to San 

Francisco. While the site was originally on the waterfront, filling gradually 

moved the shoreline westward. In the late 1880's, the City was engaged in re­
aligning its streets which make a sharp bend at Yesler Way, and the former mill 
site was condemned to provide a public square, as well as the requisite bend in 

First Avenue. Following a court battle, A.C. Yesler sold the land to the City.
In the 1890's the public square area was made into a park by the City, and trees 

were planted by ladies' organizations. From this point. Pioneer Square became 

the traditional point of focus for civic activities and celebrations, a role it 

enjoyed for many years. The area surrounding (now the Pioneer Square/Skid Road 

Historic District) became the retail, business and commercial center of the North­

west.

The site of the Pioneer Building was the location of Henry Yesler's (one of 
the City's founding fathers) home for thirty years. It was deeded to Yesler by
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Carson D. Boren, another of Seattle's founders, to induce Yesler to bring his mill 
to the city. The Pioneer Building was designed by Elmer Fisher, who was archi­
tect for many other Seattle buildings following the 1889 fire. Excavation for 

this building's foundation was begun prior to that fire, but the building was 

not completed until 1892. Now considered the city's most significant historic 

building, the Pioneer Building was the number one prestige office address during 

the 1890's and early 1900's

The six story building is of brick masonry and stone construction, (with in­
ternal early steel and cast iron structural members) in the Romanesque Revival 
style. The interior is finished with tooled millwork, iron grilles, natural oak 

paneling, and ceramic floor tiles. The interior atmosphere is open and light, 

due to twin light wells beneath large skylights. Every floor between the second 

and sixth has balconies opening onto the light wells. The building was equipped 

with Seattle's first electric elevators, now restored and still in use.

The Pioneer Building housed the Puget Sound National Bank, headed by Jacob 

Furth, leading financier of the period and the only "boss" the city has ever had. 
It also housed offices for no less than forty-eight(48) mining firms during the 

Alaskan Gold Rush. Many of the city's leading lawyers, doctors, investment firms, 
and insurance companies had offices in the building. During the prohibition 

period, the building housed one of Seattle's finest speakeasies.

On May 5, 1946, Yesler Estates, Inc., sold the building to Manson Bacchus II, 

for $315,000. Bacchus in turn sold it in 1951 to Robert Shapiro, Louis Shapiro 

and Sam Buttnick for $75,000. The property was purchased by the present owner.
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Theta Company for $500,000. The upper floors had been empty since the early 1950's.

The building was restored in 1974 over a nine-month period, (Ralph D.
Anderson and Partners, Architects) and officially opened on November 1, 1974.
Cost of the restoration was $1,750,000. Despite the age of the building, it was 

found to be structurally sound and did not require major design changes. Exterior 

restoration consisted mainly of sandblasting the brick and stone to regain the ori­
ginal appearance. Nearly all original interior fittingd were cleaned and retained. 
Improvements in the form of air conditioning, hedng, carpeting, and a sprinkling 

system were added. With many professional offices and restaurants housed in the 

building, the Pioneer Building is once again becoming a number one prestige address 

in Seattle.

The Pioneer Square Pergola was built in 1909 as a waiting shelter for patrons 

of the Yesler and James Street cable cars. The design of the cast iron and glass 

structure, with wrought iron ornamentation, was the result of an architectural 
competition. It represented further development of this important public space.
The ornamental iron columns, capped with ball-type luminaires, provided ventila­
tion for the large underground restroom. The pergola was restored in 1972 through 

a gift of $150,000 from United Parcel Service, which had its beginnings in the 

Pioneer Square area. The restoration included the totem pole, grass area, iron 

fences and benches of the park.

The underground restroom was constructed Circa 1910 and was, reputedly at the 

time of its construction, the most lavish of its kind west of the Mississippi. 
Although sealed up at the present, the restroom and its fixtures are still extant.
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They await only the necessary funds to accomplish restoration.

The totem pole in Pioneer Square has a long and checkered career. The ori­
ginal pole was stolen from Tlingit Indians on Tongass Island, Alaska, by leading 

Seattle citizens on a Chamber of Commerce excursion. It was donated by them to 

the City was was unveiled in this location on October 10, 1899 as a memento of the 

Alaska Gold Rush. However, the Indians from whom it was stolen filed charges and 

the U.S. Marshal arrested the guilty members of the excursion party. Though the 

Indians asked $20,000 damages, the case was quashed in court. The guilty parties 

were fined $500, and the City retained the pole. In 1938, the original pole was 

burned in a fire set by vandals. At that time the remains were shipped to Alaska 

and a reproduction was carved by Indian craftsmen. With official tribal blessings, 
the new pole was dedicated at a Potlatch Celebration.

The Chief Seattle Fountain in Pioneer Square was designed as a drinking foun­
tain and watering rough. It has three levels and was intended for people, horses, 
and dogs, each at his own level. The fountain is surmounted by a bronze bust of 
Chief Sealth (Seattle), for whom the city is named. The bust was sculpted in 1909 

bu James Wehn.

30-30






















































































