INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STAWES
(b TRE) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Washington
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Whatesm
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE
Type all entries — ¢ sle & 1C > sections 107
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) MAR ‘16 ;912
1. NAME
C OMMON:
Gamwell House
AND OR HISTORIC:
Gamwell House
2. LOCATION B ;
STREET AND NUMBER:
1001 - 16th Street CONG, DISTRICT # 2
e A1 Honorable Lloyd Meeds
Bellingham
AT CODE |COUNTY: cobpE
- Washington 53 Whatcom 073
[3. CLASSIFICATION - .
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) CHNERSHIE STaTys TO THE PUBLIC
] District X! Building [J Public Public Acquisition: ] Occupied Yes:
[] Site [] Structure Private ] In Process ) Unsceupied [] Restricted
[[] Object [ Both ] Being Considered [ Preservation work I
in progress X] No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[T] Agricultural [J Government [ Park [] Transportation [] Comments
{_] Commercial [ Industrial [X Private Residence (] Other (Specify)
{1 Educational [ Military [] Religious .
[] Entertainment ] Museum [ Scientific
I4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S N AME: «a
: . =
Marie M. Vosti o
STREET AND NUMBER: = 0
1001 - 16th Street E
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE 8‘
Bellingham Washington 53 |~
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION _ : ‘ .
[coURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: - =
. " o
Whatcom County Courthouse, Auditor's Office § <
STREET AND NUMBER: Y
(smg .
Whatcom County Courthouse e
CITY OR TOWN: STATE copE (3
Bellingham Washington 53
4. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY: m
3
Gip.
DATE OF SURVEY: [[] Federal [] State [] ‘County [] Local = %
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: - el =
2| o
oo
e
STREET AND NUMBER: | @
4= | O
dQo [z
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE e
] =<
o
A >
Y 4
m




CONDITION

] Excellent (X] Good [ Fair [C] Deteriorated [] Ruins [[J Unexposed

(Check One) (Check One)
[C] Altered X] Unaltered . [] Moved (X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If kﬂOWﬂ) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Gamwell House, built in the last years of the Victorian era, was designed.

by the architectural firm of Longstaff and Black, an eastern firm who had come
from the Boston area to the Bellingham Bay real estate boom. The Gamwell
House is probably the best example of the many fine Victorian homes that they
designed in this area. It is a three story wood home with brick and concrete
“bulkhead, and has an extremely spacious interior, with only nine rooms within
the three floors. The house took two years to complete, from 1890 to 1892,
and was built with the best materials available. Plumbing, gas, electricity,
and heating was installed. '

‘The majority of the rooms had wood panelling in various hardwoods, and oak,
mahogany, and redwood. The numerous fireplaces were flanked by specially
designed mirrors. The central core of the house was the three story staircase,
with beautifully carved ornamentation. Tall glass windows in the stairwell
were set with colorful art glass patterns of floral arrangements.

The furnishings belonging to the Gamwells were mainly family heirlooms,

so that the home was elegantly appointed with fine mahogany bookcases, gold
leaf mirrors, Oriental rugs, and numerous other pieces. The home was
occupied by the Gamwell family from 1892 until 1956, and they made very
few changes to the house. The house is presently occupied by Mrs. William
Vosti, and she plans to leave the home as unchanged as possible. Many of
the original furnishings are still with the house, so that it retains the same
character as it had when it was completed in 1892.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Roland Greene Gamwell was from a prominent New England family, and he

had come to the Pacific Northwest in 1889 after taking an engineering degree
from Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1886. He had been employed
to survey and extend the interurban rail system around Tacoma, Washington.
There he met Nelson Bennett, a high financier with much interests around the
Bellingham Bay area, and Gamwell was intrigued with the proposed development
of the town of Fairhaven, now a part of Bellingham. Gamwell arrived in Fair-
haven on August 15, 1889, and commissioned the Gamwell House to be built
in 1890, by the architectural firm of Longstaff and Black, who had been
partners since they had left the Boston area, and whose firm had been com-
missioned to design the fabulous Fairhaven Hotel and many other fine
residences and buildings of the area. The house was to be one of the most
elegant of the Victorian mansions built in the Pacific Northwest, and was of
more progressive design, with extremely spacious rooms, a stairwell three
stories high, lined with windows done in colorful Victorian "art glass" patterns,
walls of fine wood panelling, and fancy gas lamps throughout the house. The
large curving staircase was handcarved of hardwoods, and the Italian carver-
craftsmen were brought from employment in Seattle, where they had been
decorating the interurban railway stations with their art, Under the staircase,
was huilt a niche with a raised platform, for the location of a string orchestra
for private concerts.

The house took two years to build, and growing impatient, Gamwell returned to
New England to marry his fiancee, Helen Thacher, and he soon brought her to
Fairhaven. The young couple moved into the Fairhaven Hotel with all their
family heirlooms, silver, linens, and fine furnishings, until the house was
completed in July, 1892. They opened the house with the most elegant
housewarming party that the area residents had ever seen, and thus began a
period of dignified social life and refined culture that had been lacking in this
area.

The Bellingham Bay area had been settled by men of the lumber, coal, and
fishing trade, and had experienced real estate booms and busts, and gold rush
fever. By the 1890's, the businessmen adventurers such as Nelson Bennett,
James Wardner, and Peter Larson, were heavily invested in real estate in the .
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area, and were seeking to bring the western terminus of several intercontinental
railroads into the area. Along with these men, the waterfront along Bellingham
Bay was home for men of less distinguished names, with Welsh, English, and
Irish miners, with Scandinavians and Chinese laborers, with Indians and the
"ladies" of the extensive red light district, and overlooking this mixed group of
people, the Gamwell House stood on the hillside above the bay.

Mr. Gamwell founded the Fairhaven Yacht Club in 1894, sponsored a champion
whist team that played up and down the coast, and began a number of men's

clubs such as the Kulshan Club and a chapter of the Elks. The Gamwells held
lawn tennis matches at their home, and people eagerly responded to invitations for
cotillions and concerts in the Gamwell House. Mr. Gamwell brought about the
establishment of the Fairhaven and Bellingham Public Libraries. He was also
noted as a horticulturalist of new varieties of roses, and the home was surrounded
by his rose gardens. Mrs. Gamwell was often the official hostess for any notables
that passed through Bellingham and William Howard Taft and Samuel Clemens were
guests in the Gamwell House. The Gamwells made a first and continuing contri-
bution of an elegant and cultured social life to a boom town that sorely needed
such an influence. This ended in 1944 when Mrs. Gamwell died in the house
built for her, and in 1956, in his sixty-seventh summer, after a prominent business
and social life, Mr. Gamwell passed away at the age of ninety-six.

The house was left unoccupied for awhile, and the present owner, Mrs. William
Vosti, a librarian at Western Washington State Coll_ege, is attempting with the
encouragement of Mrs. Glen Hyatt of Vancouver, B. C., the only child of the
Gamwells, to restore the house and all of the original furnishings, just as it was
in 1892 when Roland and Helen Gamwell gave their first garden party to announce
the arrival of a new social life to the raw little communities on Bellingham Bay.
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Photo # 2 - Architectural drawing of Gamwell House, North side.
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Photo # 4 - copy from engravings in book publlshed around 1900,
Upper left engraving shows the Gamwell House, west side, front entrance.
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v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) E?VEZ\%NTE?B /Z -

COMMON: Gamwell House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

1001 - 16th Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Bellingham

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

PHOTO CREDIT: Galen Biery

DATE OF PHOTO: 1969

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

_Galen Buevyl 1023 13th Street, Bellmgham Washmgton

o

DESCRIBE VIEW D|RECTION ETC

Photo # 5 - copy from "Bellingham Herald", January, 1907. Beautlful
Home Series, Number 10. Description of Gamwell Residence.







INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Washington
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES gt
Whatcom
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ——Eﬁé—"{—"@ﬁ?g?z i
(1) NAME- i

COMMON: Gamwell House
AND/OR HISTORIC:

1001 - 16th Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Bellingham
STATE: CODE |[COUNTY: CODE

W Whatcom _ 073

pHoto creolr:  (Galen Biery

DATE OF PHOTO: 1969

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

Galen Biery, 1023 13th Street, Bellmgham Washmgton

DESCRIBE VIEW DIRECTION, ETC

present.

Photo # 6 - west side, front entrance of Gamwell House, as* lt isat







INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR | BrATE
NATIOHAL PARK SERVICE Wash ington
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES gy
Whatcom
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ;f:}*\ "5?59?2 e
(e T T .
GOMMON : Gamwell House
AND/ TORIC:
TREET AND NUMBER

1001 - 16th Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Bellingham
STATE: CODE |[COUNTY: CODE

Wh

075

PHoTo creoi:  (Galen Biery

DATE OF PHOTO: 967 or 1968

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

Washington

Photo # 7 - Interior, main hall and staircase, showing some of the
original furniture, lights, stairwell with "art glass" windows. '
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IForm 10-301
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

Washington

COUNTY

Whatcom

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

MAR 16

COMMON

Gamwell House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER:

1001 - 16th Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Bellingham

STATE:

Washington

CODE

53

COUNTY:

CODE"

SOURCE:

Whatcom 073

U. S. G. S., Bellingham South Quadrangle

SCALE:

1:24000

1954

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

2. North arrow.
3

1. Property broundaries where required.

. Latitude and longitude reference.
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GOVERNOR

DANIEL J. EVANS  \ -Lbﬁ TONI i{

WASHINGTON STATE
PAREKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

7150 CLEANWATER LANE PHONE 753-5755

COMMISSIONERS:

MRS. ELEANOR BERGER
JEFF D. DOMASKIN
THOMAS C. GARRETT
RALPH E. MACKEY
JAMES G. McCURDY
JAMES W. WHITTAKER

Ty ST THURSTON AIRDUSTRIAL CENTER  P. O. BOX 1128  OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON 98501

CHARLES H. ODEGAARD,
DIRECTOR

August 27, 1971

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
801 - 19th Street, N. W,
Washington, D, C. 20006

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

The following nominations have received favorable review and are herewith
submitted for National Register consideration:

1, Gamwell House
2. Schooner "Equator"

3. Grays River Covered Bridge

Sincerely,

km\wx S

Douglas M. Whisman, Chief
Office of Archaeology and

Historic Preservation
DW:kj

Enclosures

o/
Me ' UV i



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

WASEINGTON

STATE

Date Entered ?M\R 1 g 19?2

Name

‘ Gawell licune

Parsca swmith Tres

torscthice? Iake Stzte Paxk

Pazk Department. Divisica ¢f Playgrounds

Asgay Gifice (Comman Club)

Also Notified

Bon. Warren G. Magnuson
don. Hangy il. Jdackson
lion. Dol Admms
Lcne Zloyd iogds
Hon. Thomas S. 2glay
Lone Zlomas M. Pully

Hon. Mike McCormick
birector, Pacific Northwest Region

Location

Seattle
King County

Seattle
RKing County

Beillncham
Yhatoon County

Ckanogan Comnty
Clalion Cownty

Souglas County

K iciitat Comnty

Seattlie
King County

. Ssattla

Fing County

State Liaizon Officer

Mr., Chaxles H. Odecaard

Direcicz

washinoton Shate Parks and Racieation
Cogxiizstion

Post Gifice Box 1123

Clymizia, Washingtén 28521
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