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Form 10-300 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type nil entries - complete applicable sections)

II. NAME
(Schoon^*^Equator^

: T r. oi r-. '' 'AND/OR HISTORIC

STATE:

Washington
COUNTY!

Snohomish
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE

APR 3 4 1079

.OCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:

14th Street Yacht Basin CONG. DISTRICT # 2
CITY OR TOWN:

Everett
Honorable Lloyd Meeds

Washington
COUNTY:

Snohomish 061
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CATEGORY

(Check One)

I I District Q Building
Q Site Q Structure

IS Object

OWNERSHIP

a- Public 
K) Private 
I I Both

Public Acquisition:
□ In Process
□ Being Considered

STATUS

Q Occupied 
□ Unoccupied 
® Preservation work 

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:
□ Restricted 
[XI Unrestricted
□ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More aa Appropriate)

I I Agricultural 
1 I Commercial 
I I Educational 
I 1 Entertainment

1 I Government
□ Industrial
□ Military 
I I Museum

□ Pork
□ Private Residence 
I I Religious
I I Scientific

f~l Tronsportotion 
0 Other (Specify)

l~l Comments

Not UfeT

14, OWNER OF PBOPEBTY

lU
UJ

«/> CITY OR TOWN:

js
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

CITY OR TOWN:

Kl.

OWNER’S NAME:

Equator Incorporated
STREET AND NUMBER:

4730 Glenhaven Drive

Euenett Washington, 98201
CODE

' ...r.'- _______

STREET AND NUMBER:

"Ta' ,. ■

»ii>atMOTAfibNiw t)iiyrMOsuiiVEYfe ,5/ :
survey: Condition Survey - "tquator** by Captain ARaynaud, l^rine

title of :

VVwyv/l / vvv^N.eistte'wjwvii
DATE OF SURVEY: Pp^ 2\. 196R CD Federal □ State □ County □ Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Methven Corooration
STREET AND NUMBER:

1020 - 14th Street
CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: CODE

Everett Washington 53
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17: DESCRIPTION
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CONDITION
[”"| Excellent LI Good [^l Fair

(Check One) 
f I Deteriorated r,l Ruins O Unexposed

(Check One)
Altered Q Unoltered

(Check One)

n Moved □ Origir.ol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (U known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This historic vessel was abandoned on the Snohomish River jetty at Everett in 
15.58 among other ship and barge hulks. The deck house and all machinery, the 
propeller, shaft and fittings had been removed, and only the bare hull of the vessel 
remained. Before and after the vessel had been removed from the breakwate.*' and
put into drydock a survey was made of the accessible areas of the hull and the 
condition of these areas appeared to be reasonably sound. During the course of 
years many changes were made to the hull structure. The stem is now plumb, 
and this may have been in the original design, as many small schooners were 
built in that manner. The stern is certainly not the original, and this should be 
cut back to a point where the stern can be rebuilt to conform to the original design. 
The big factors in restoring the "Equator" would be the rebuilding of the stern, 
redecking, caulking and rerigging. The vessel was undoubtedly a twQ-masted, 
gaff-rigged schooner,_jvith possibly one or two top masts, and carrying three head 
sails forward. Crew quarters were forward and consisted of the minimum comforts. 
The after quarters probably consisted of three or four small state rooms, a small 
salon or dining room, store room, and possibly a toilet room. The carrying of 
cargo was this vessels main function.
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B. SIGNIFtCANCE
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More ae Appropriate)

I I Pre-Columbian 1 C] 16th Century

□ 15th Century □ 17th Century

I I 18th Century 
19th Century

[XI 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATElSl (It Applicable and Known) 1888 until present
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More ae Appropriate)

Abor tginal 
I 1 Prehisforic 
□ Historic 

r~l Agriculture 
Architecture 
Art

Commerce 
Communications 
Conservation

□
□
□
□
□

I I Education 
1 1 Engineering

□ Industry

I I Invention 
r~l Londscope

Architecture

□ Literature

□ Militory

□ Music

□n
n
□
□

Political

Religion/Phi.
losophy 

Science 
Sculpture 
Socio l/Human> 

itorion 
Theater

Q1 Urbon Plonntng 
[□ Other (Specify)

rX Transportotion

Designed and built by Matthew Turner in Benecia, California in 1888, the 
Equator began her career as a South Seas copra trader. In 1889, the Equator 
was one of few vessels to survive a mighty hurricane off Samoa. In mid 1889, 
the famed author Robert Louis Stevenson chartered the Equator in Hawaii for 
extended South Pacific cruising. The author of such books as "Treasure Island" 
learned much about the sea from the Equator, her crew and from native Pacific 
kings he met during the South Seas ramblings. His ultimate home site in Samoa 
was reached from the Equator.

The schooner, after Stevenson left, continued South Pacific sailing until 
1897 when a steam engine was installed for the beginning of an Alaskan fish 
packing career.

In_191j^-pi4rchased by Carey-Davis Co., the Equator lost her bowsprit, was 
enlarged and then put into service as a wire drag vessel for the Coast and 
GeodetTc Survey organization. She again cheated death when nearly swamped 
in Deception Pass enroute to Alaska. Coal bunker covers had been left open but 
a heroic young University of Washington student - crewman, R. F. Jones, dived 
beneath the floating coal to slide the steel covers into place.

With a qa?;Qline engine installed in the 1920's, the Equator once more avoided 
death. She went aground on the Quillayute Bar in 1923 but an enterprising 
skipper filled her hold with empty oil drums and floated her free.

Inj.^41, the Equator received a djesel engine and renewed a Pu^t Sound tow­
boat career. Her long life of maritime usefulness came to an eTid in T938 Wieh 
she was abandoned on the Snohomish River jetty.

Now owned by a non-profit, state-registered organization. Equator, Inc., the 
historic ship is on the ways at an Everett boat shop. It is the goal of this group 
to restore the Equator to as near its original condition as possible so that a 
genuine'tie with the maritime past can be retained for present and future generations
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The letters of Robert Louis Stevenson
The U. S. National Archives

Survey Report by Captain A.F. Raynaud
Marine Surveyor, Seattle, Washington i- ' ;■
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

CORNER latitude LONGITUDE

Decrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW O > m o • »

NE O » • O • "

SE

sw
o • ••

a » •

o • »

o > •

latitude and longitude coordinates
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

latitude and longitude coordinates 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

47° 59’ 53
Degrees Minutes Seconds

122° 12’ 49

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES
FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE;

CODE COUNTY:

COUNTY:

CODE

A^O

«/>
m
m

Pv FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE:

Eldon Schalka, M.D., President
ORG ANl 2ATION

Equator Incorporated
DATE

Nov. 24, 1969
STREET AND NUMBER:

4730 Glenhaven Drive
CITY OR TOWN:

Everett
j12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTtFlCA I IOy<

As the desifinaled State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I.aw 
89-66.6'). I hereby nominate this properly for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the Notional Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is;

National /v>fi State r; i Local TJ

Washington

Name Charles H. Odegaar^

Title Director - Washington State Parks . 
and Recreation Commission

NATIONAL REGISfE# VERIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

~7k ■

■Date Qja£^^.

Chief, Office of Archeology and HistorylJPreservaticm

Date
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ATTEST:

Date

Keeper'djWfe 'National Reg^ter
APR14 197Z \ V \ ' /
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'Form 10-301 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

mimmirnmmmmmmmmmmmmimmmmmmmmmmmMmlmmtmmm
Schooner "Equator"

STATE

Washington
COUNTY

Snohomish
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATEi0

AND/OR HISTORIC:

I-
u
z>
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H
(/)
Z

|2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER;

14th Street Yacht Basin
CITY OR TOWN:

Everett
STATE:

Washington Snohomish 061
1 MAPREFERENCe

U.S.G.S., Everett Quadrangle
in
in

1:24000
1953

|4. REQUIREMENTS . - . --

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundories where required,
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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DANIEI J. EVANS 
GOVERNOR

COMMISSIONERS;

MRS. ELEANOR BERGER 
JEFF D. DOMASKIN 
THOMAS C. GARRETT 
RALPH E. MACKEY 
JAMES G. McCurdy 
JAMES W. WHITTAKER 
WILFRED WOODS

CHARLES H. ODEGAARD, 
DIRECTOR

t ■

W^SBClNGTOX^r STATE

F^mss Ss co^:missiom
7150 ClEANWATER LANE PHONE 753-5755

THURSTON AIRDUSTRIAL CENTER P. O. BOX 1128 OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON 98501

August 27, 1971

Dr. William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register • :
801 - 19th Street, N. W.
Washington, D, C. 20006

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

The following nominations have received favorable review and are herewith 
submitted for National Register consideration:

1. Gamwell House

2. Schooner "Equator"

3. Grays River Covered Bridge

Sincerely,

Douglas M. Whisman, Chief 
Office of Archaeology and 

Historic Preservation
DW:kj

Enclosures

AUG 3 0 la/i
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•* ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER - u-STATE

Date Entered APR 14 197E
■ \, ".V ^ ■ ■■'■’•■y '■■ .' -'■'.•■■■' /’-''a

Name Location
"fib

SlisA rsxzy Leary Bccm
i:i.n9 County

«“■ Lc)>jonftr ‘''fcaatcur!* EVCXfett
Snoaordn^^ Comt?

Storey (lillswortJ^*) JfceiiSenea*
<t%90 i«;o;i<gs}

CoattXa 
Kii»9 County

Fire Station #2S
fev

Seattle 
£dn? County
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Also Notified

Sfei®
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Bffaift:rim 1'r *; ■ i:oriL. I^nry S-U Jaekson 
laon, ilioittaa I'eXly 
Ikxo* Iiloyd. 
gw. Srook &das39

State Iileieoa Officer 
lir. CLarlixe g. Oda^aniRi 
Director

l|y.

Director, Pacific Northwest Region 
I hr NRowland;mm 4/14/72

Commission 
Post Oixice ixni 112S 
Oiyasiiia, Wasiiinstoii SS5C1 .. ..■;!?' 4';'
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PROPERTY F.nUATOR (schooner)

Co-
Date: 2/21/75

National Register property descriptions are being rewritten for entry 
in the cumulative 1976 National Register publication. In order to 
make certain that write-ups are correct, please provide the information 
indicated below within 10 days.* The material should be forwarded 
directly to the Branch of Publications, National Register. ^
* Please let us know if additional time is needed. Attention: Sally Marusin

1. Name

2. Location

l/ 3. Ownership Is the shin still owned bv Equator Tnc.?

____ 4. Accessible to the public  _________________________________ __

5. Present use
^ 6. Description (remodeled, restored?) Has the shin been restored?

Could you please provide us with the construction material of 
and

the hull, length, width if possible._________Thank you.

Ho gJoSTORA-nOM tolLC fisc. COlMPutJED A-T

EMh OF MAeCM. Muu- IS QJOOb. 0^* 2.0'

7* Photo If the Equator has been restored we would appreciate 

a recent photograph of it if possible. SHlc U^QU.1

8. Other
H€u_ liOT Co>c UAi/e (J>T^ OF PlK»TO^-

'Thank you.

■.V!'

William J. ^^rtagh 

Keeper of the National'Register
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iSat-
EQUATOR (SCHOONER) (53-73-00051-04). 
Everett, Snohomish Co. I^vate (individual) 
ownership. Built in 1888 by Matthew Turner. 
Work to include research, plans and dry storage. 
$4,500.00.
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