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(Check One) e
[] Excellent X] Good [ Fair [ Deteriorated [J Ruins EI Unexposed

CONDITION (Check One) .\ (cho'ck'ng.r)_
X] Altered [] Unaltered r CE Mo‘vod A\ m'~dﬂglnol Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ' ; 7 '-.'3‘ "—““.
B G

The Pickett House was built in 1856, and is presently“‘"s“.tgrgd‘i’ljv'é({jn ;ﬁ:gforiginal ,

rooms upstairs, with access to the upper floor provided by a ladder. A leanto at

the side of the house contained the dining room and kitchen. There was a fire-

place in the kitchen, with a chimney made of mud and sticks. Renovations have

been made by various owners, in order to make the house more livable. A newer
kitchen was built on the back of the leanto, and the first kitchen became the
present bathroom. The original dining area has become the caretaker's living
room, sothat the entire leanto area is a small apartment for the caretaker. The
study in the main portion of the house is now an elegant living room, and the
master bedroém is a dining room, where the meetings of the Daughters of the
Pioneers are held once a month. The ladder to the upstairs rooms has been re-
placed with a small staircase. All the rooms have wallpaper hung over the original
wide undressed planks, and the original floor boards have several newer layers
of wood flooring over them. Tﬁe plumbing and wiring is recent, with electric
heat recently installed as baseboard units. Also on the property is a pear tree
planted by Captain Pickett in 1856, which is still producing large crops of

‘pears annually, and the stables, which have not been renovated.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE X ‘,\: : \{‘//’

The Pickett House, built in 1856, is one of the few remaining buildings in What-
com County that date to the earliest days of the white settlement on Bellingham
Bay. It is an undistinguished small house, but was for awhile the home of a most

“distinguished man, General George E. Pickett, of Civil War fame. Pickett was
sent as Captain in charge of Company D, Ninth Infantry, in August of 1856 to
erect a fort on the bay to protect the small settlement from Indian raids, for at this
time, the entire Northwest was expecting a major Indian uprising. The fort was
built a few miles northwest from Bellingham, around the bay, and Pickett's house
was constructed at the same time, on the bluff above the bay, in the dense woods
on the northwest edge of the settlement. The lumber used for the house and the
fort was cut at the Roeder mill on Whatcom Creek, and this sawmill was essentially
the nucleus of the settlement, with approximately twenty families on homestead
claims. Captain Pickett marrled an Indian woman from a noble family of the Harda
tribe, in the year after his arrival, and a son, James Tilton Pickett, was born to
them December 31, 1857. Several months afterwards Mrs. Pickett died, and
Captain Pickett cared for the boy until 1859, when his company was removed to
San Juan Island, in the Straits of Juan de Fuca some miles to the west of
Bellingham, durmg the San Juan Boundary Dispute with Great Britain. The boy,
through his father's friend, Major James Tilton (Jimmie's namesake), was placed
in the care of earlier acquaintances, the William Collins of Arcadia, Washington,
near the present capitol of Olympia. Pickett resigned his commission in 1861 and
went by ship to the south, to join the Confederacy. He never returned to Washing-
ton or saw his son again, .but through the underground, he communicated with
Major Tilton, a Union officer, and managed to provide the boy with supplies and
clothing. Major Tilton had assumed a great portion of the responsibility for young
Jimmie. Pickett married achildhood sweetheart, La Salle Corbett of Richmond,
1864. Later, after Gettysburg and Pickett's famous charge, Pickett was parolled
with other Southern officers. He was maligned in Congress by a bitter Union
officer, General Butler, after Lincoln's & assination, and with his wife was forced
to find safety in Canada. They later were given safe conduct by General Grant, and
they returned to Virginia. Pickett died at age fifty, on July 30, 1875, and was
later interred with full military honors.

The Pickett House has been constantly occupied since it was built in 1856.
Pickett left it in 1859, and it was later sold, exchanging hands until the last
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individual owner bought it in 1889. The property was conveyed by the
owner to the Washington State Historical Society on January 25, 1936, and
it was maintained by the state until September of 1965, when the Society
presented it to the Daughters of the Pioneers. It is maintained by the
Daughters as a small museum for mementoes of Captain Pickett and early
Whatcom County; a young caretaker couple occupies the house now, and
guided tours are given for school children and other groups.
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Charlotte V. Schneider, Research Assistant
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Whatcom Museum of History and Art March 26; 1969
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Bellingham Washington 98225 53
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[72 STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set w '?/\ ﬂ fé_,VVu a ( w

i ice. nded o~
foith by the National Peck fervice. The .recomme ” Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pre%rvm\
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Regxster

National
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Washington
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 'Y th
) Whatcom
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

COMMON:: Pickett House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER: \ \

910 Bancroft Street o =

CITY OR TOWN: / '\‘/

Bellingham O

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

Washington

provo creoi:  Upnknown ltinerant Photoarapher
DATE OF PHOTO: AprOXImate V' 1876

INEGATIVE FILED AT:

Galen Bier

1023 - 13th Street - Bellingham, Washington
|4 I o

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Photo # 1 - view of early Bellingham. Pickett House is in the trees above
the bay, at the center of the picture . Notice the dead trees, killed in the
great forest fire of 1868.
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES A e
atcom
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

- ENTRY NUMBER

DATF

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1) )24 3007 3 /

7

COMMON:

Pickett House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

910 Bancroft Street S L

CITY OR TOWN: 3 A /
Bellingham :

STATE: CcODE |COUNTY: CODE
Washington

i

PHOTO DaV|dE Schnéider

DATE OF PHOTO: July :LS 1969

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

Whatcom Museum of History and Art - 121 Prospect -

Pellingham  Washingion

A =

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTIO

Photo # 2 - west side, front entrance of Pickett House, showing recently
added porch. Historical marker placed by Daughters of the Pioneers.
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COUNTY:
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U.S.

Geological Survey

2. North arrow.

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.




Control by USC&GS, International
and USGS

undary Commission,

Topography from aerial photographs by multiplex methods
Aerial photographs taken 1949. Field check 1954

Hydrography compiled from USC&GS chart 6378 (1954)

Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum
10,000-foot grid based on Washington coordinate system,
north zone

Red tint indicates areas in which only
landmark buildings are shown

Dashed land lines indicate approximate locations

Unchecked elevations are shown in brown
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE
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[TRRWE ‘
common: _ Pickett House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION L B ‘:..‘-‘13 =

STREET AND NUM BER: \ : : —
910 Bancroft Street ' Wbty
CITY OR TOWN: A G A/
Bellingham o N N
STATE: cope [COUNTY: (11N L ach e
Washington 853 Whatcom : 073
[3. MAP REFERENCE - : s
SOURCE:

Whatcom County Engineer's Office, Court House, Bellingham, Washington
CALE: 400 feet equals one inch on the map
DATE: 1937

[4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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ANIEL J. EVANS
OVERNOR

WASHINGTON STATE
PARFES & RECREATION COMMISSION

7150 CLEANWATER LANE ’ : PHONE 753-5755

DMMISSIONERS:

RS. ELEANOR BERGER
:FF D. DOMASKIN
{OMAS C. GARRETT
ALPH E. MACKEY
AMES G. McCURDY
AMES W. WHITTAKER

JLERED WOODS THURSTON AIRDUSTRIAL CENTER P. O. BOX 1128 OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON 98504

HARLES H. ODEGAARD,
IRECTOR

July 6, 1971

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
801 - 19th Street, N. W.
Washi:gton, D. C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

The following nominations have received favorable review and are herewith submitted
for National Register consideration:

. Tatoosh Island

. Horsethief Lake State Park
. Fort Simcoe State Park

. Pickett House

. Full Gospel Church

GpbhwWwNh -

Also included is the Ezra Meeker Mansion nomination which is being returned to your
office with the information and materials as requested.

Sincerely yours,

N ] ‘/ (
i UL ﬁ'a\ (1 Wal \\,\ o

YW/ VAT OO\

Douglas Whisman
Historic Preservation Specialist

DW: kj

Enclosures -



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE _yasmtwevon
Date Enterea DEC 13 1971

Name Location
Pickett Bouse : Bellinghan
Whateom County

Also Notified

: State Liaison 0fficer
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FILE:WA/PICKETT HOUSE/106/HUD-CED/New Foundation

BAS:DRS 11-13-78

ORC:Storey

HCRS :NR

FLO: HUD-Embry

AC Member—Chapman
SHPO:WA

Chairman

ce:

HUD-Karas
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Novenber 13, 1978

Ms, Jean Gallegos, Coordinator
Community Development Project

City of Bellingham

210 Lottie Street

Bellingham, Washington 98225

Dear Ms. Callegos:

On September 25, 1978, the Council received a determination
from the City of Bellingham, Washington, as a community
development block grant recipient of the Department of Housing
and Urban Development, that placing a new foundation under the
Pickett House, Bellingham, would not adversely affect that
property which is inecluded in the National Register of Historic
Places. The Executive Director does not object to your
determination.

A copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along with
supporting documentation and this concurrence, should be included
in any assessment or statement prepared for this undertaking in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and should
be kept in your records as evidence of your compliance with
Section 106 of the Natiomal Historic Preservation Act of 1966

(16 U.8.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320).

Your continued cooperation is appreciated.
Sincerely,

Signed

Louis S. Wall

Assistant Director
Office of Review and Compliance, Denver



