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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

~ for the framework, hewn stone used at the base of the building, over basement
- windows, in and around the other windows and bricks made at a local brick yard.-

The Port Townsend City Hall and Jefferson County Historical Museum is a brick
and stone structure designed by the firm of "Batwell and Patrick". Built in 1891
as the Seat of Government for the City of Port Townsend, its design is simple,
functional and victorian in general appearance. Materials used include native fir

Some of the walls are two feet thick and all crosswalls are of masonry. Originally
this structure had three stories until nature dealt the building a serious blow in the
form of a VIO|e|1t south wester in 1945 which severely damaged the tower and
third floor roof structure. The decision was made to remove the unusable third floor
and replace it with a flat built-up roof. City offices occupy the main floor, with
the council chambers on the second story. These chambers are unique, for they
still contain the original oak desks and chairs for use by the council members.

An ornate railing with swinging gate separates the council members from the
public participants. Decorative wainscoting adorns the walls, while the doors

are a design of that period. The basement houses the old city jail which is
maintained as a museum exhibit in its original condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Present Seat of city government, the building was constructed
in 1891 and now houses Jefferson County Historical Museum
and old basement jall in which Jack London was once incar-
cerated,

Thoughbuilt in 1891, the city hall was not finally
paid for until Janwary 1, 1947, bringing to a happy conclus-
ion one of the most drawn-out and relatively costly finan-
cial ®ransactions of its type in Washington State annais.

Records show that the original bond issue: for finan-
cing the city hall in the sum of $85,000 was approved by a
city vote June 2, 1891 by a margin of 446 to 65, While the
original city hall bond issue was in the sum of $85,000,
much, much more than that was paid, including all interest,
by the time the deal was finally closed fifty-six years

later,

The basement houses the old city jail where, according to the older inhabitants,
Jack London was incarcerated on a drunken charge when he stopped here on

his way to Alaska aboard the Snark. We have been unable to find the original
record as the records have been carelessly preserved.




The Port Towhsend Leader

%
"\ /
O\ 1

4

June 2, 1955

N\

(> Receweld

./

APR 8 1971

NATIONAL
REGISTER

X

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW [~} ’ L] o ’ ”» o] ’ » 3 o ’ »
T
3 AT o0 "l |ms” o6 58" |wizk 45 o7
SE o ’ ” ] ’ »
Sw o » » o ’ »
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND TITLE:

Mrs Gerald A, Hunt

ORGANIZATION

Jefferson County Historical Society

DATE

1/22/70

STREET AND NUMBER:

5th and Wilson

CITY OR TOWN:

" Port Lownsend

STATE CODE

ashington

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

=

The recommended

State []

National

Local m

Name

Charles H. Odegaard

titte Director - Washington State Parks
and Recreation Commission

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Photo 1is taken loocking toward the Northwest
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Photo # 2 - photo is taken looking toward the north.
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U.3.5.8. 74"  Quadrangle Port Townsend South

SCALE: 12 24,000
DATE: 19583

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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DANIEL J. EVANS WASHINGTON
GOVERNOR . -

COMMISSIONERS:

MRS. ELEANOR BERGER
JEFF D. DOMASKIN
THOMAS C. GARRETT
RALPH E. MACKEY
JAMES G. McCURDY
JAMES W. WHITTAKER
WILFRED WOODS

CHARLES H. ODEGAARD,
DIRECTOR

WASHINGTON STATE
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

7150 CLEANWATER LANE PHONE 753-5755

THURSTON AIRDUSTRIAL CENTER P. O. BOX 1128 OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON 98501

April 6, 1971

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
801 19th Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Bill:

We are returning the nomination for "City Hall and Jefferson County Historical
Society Museum” with the information requested by your office. Hopefully,
this application is now complete as this is one nomination for which we have
asked for a project grant.

RHR:k;j

Enclosure

Sincerely yours,
2

7 U

Ralph H. Rudeen, Chief
Interpretive Services
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MAY 1§ 1971
H3G=HR

Eone Henry M. Jackson

Undited Ststes fownte

Vashington, D.Ce

Doge Eonator Jocksons

Ve axe pleased to fnforn you thut the historle yropertics 1listed ca
the enclosurs have been nosinated by the Stote Ldatson Cfficer
erpeinted by the Covernor for the Soplementaticn of the Mytionnl

dstorie reporvation Progronm dn ¥eshington end have boen entered

:; into the tlonal Regleber of Distopie Plucoae Sensdor Yarven Ge
s’: dagnuson end the spprepristas Hepreseriatives pleo have beean provided
jg wilth thds dnfornedion. By copy of this lelier, the flate Idzicm
= Officer, v, Chorles He Cleguord; Direotor, Vestbngton Dtate Pabks
and Pecrention Commission, fost Office Dax 1358, (pia, Yerhiington
E 0L, bes likewlve been notificd. A leaflet expleining the
é Zational Regisiax 48 ennlosed.
5 Sincerely yours,
: i
= (Signedj
Dizrecton

Enclocurss

i MAY 14 1971
Entered fn the Iationn] Register s

ces Mr. Charles H. Odegaard, Dirvector, Washington Stote Porks and
Recreation Commission, Post 0ffice Box 1128, Olympia, Washington 938501

Director, Pacific Northwest Region

"
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Propertlies nided to the Ixblowl Register of Historie Ileces
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Butterworth Ppdlding

UES dssowrd

City Hall end Jeffersmon Covaby
Hstorical foclety iusem

Fog County
fenttle, Vashington

Fitsap County
Brewerton, Washington

Jefferson County
Fort Townsend, Weshington
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030-1R

Mre Charles H. Odegpaxd
Pirector
Washington Siate Pexks end Recyeation

Coamnission

at Office Box 1128
Olympis, Washingbon 95501
Deor Mr. Odeganyd:
Ve ere pleased to inform you that the historic properties listed
on the enclosure have been placed om the Intional Register of
Hlatorie Flaces. Senators Henvy M. Jackson end Warren G.
¥egnuson and the sppromedate Resresentatives ere belng 1113‘0#1:&35._
A leaflet expleining the Hationsl Register is enclosed far each
of the property owners. Flease withhold any publicity on this

vntil you have received a carbon copy of the Congressional

COXTEIpoNdenca.,
fincerely yours,
(Sigued),
Director
Enclosuwres
MAY 14 1971

Eaterad in the Iational Reglster

cC:

= _
mea‘-rick:sam 5/5/71 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR
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WASHIICZION ‘
Butterwvorth bullding King County
Beattle, Washington
UsS Missourd Kitsap County A
Bremerton, Washington
City Hall and Jefferson County Jefferson County

storical Society Museun Yort Townsend, Washington



