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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

STATE:

Washinqton
COUNTY:

Jefferson
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE

J f7// 5'. 5'3. ono^__
|1- NAME ■ r r

City Hall aocl-Jef^ef&ofl-County His^wiGal Society Museum
ANO/OR HISTORIC:

■OCATJON. 
STREET AND NUMBER:

Water and Madison Streets
CITY OR TOWN:

Port Townsend

Washinqton
COUNTY:

Jefferson
CODE

031
13. CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY
(Check One)

Q District ^ Building

□ Sit* 0 Structure

I I Object

OWNERSHIP

I7Q Public 
I I Private 
I I Both

Public Acquisition:

I I In Process 
I I Being Considered

STATUS

[S Occupied 
rn Unoccupied 
I 1 Preservotion work 

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:

00 Restricted

1 I Unrestricted 
□ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More aa Appropriate^

\ I Agricultural 
(Xl Commercial 
fX) Educational 
I I Entertoinment

{ I Government 
□ Industrial 
I I Military 
TXl Museum

□ Park
□ Private Residence 
I I Religious
I I Scientific

n Tronsportotion 
Q Other (Specify)

0 Comments

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

tOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

CITY OR TOWN:

........ — ^ : —
OWNER'S NAME:

City of Port Townsend
STREET AND NUMBER:

Water and Madison Streets
CITY OR TOWN:

Port Townsend
STATE:

Washington

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Jefferson County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Jefferson and Cass Streets

Port Townsend Washington
REPRESgNTATiQN|NExisTtNGSURVEYS Acreage: 0.5
TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY:
□ Federal □"State^"\ D 1-ocol

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ''RfRF.W£Q
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:
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CONDITION

(Check One)

□ Excellent □ Good □ Fair Kl Deteriorated 1 i Ruins CU Unexposed

(Check One) fChec* One)

® Altered □ Unaltered r~l Moved 0 Originol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Port Townsend City Hall and Jefferson County Historical Museum is a_bjiick 
and stone structure designed by the firm of "Batwell and Patrick". Built in 1891 
as'The' Seat of Government for the City of Port Townsend, its design is simple, 
functional and Victorian in general appearance. Materials used include native fir 
for the framework, hewn stone used at the base of the building, over basement 
windows, in and around the other windows and bricks made at a local brick yard. 
Some of the walls are two feet thick and all cr9sswalls are of masonry. Originally 
this structure h_ad three stories until nature dealt the building a serious blow in the 
form of a violent south wester in 1945 which severely damaged the.tower and 
third floprToof structure. The decision was made to remove the unusable third floor
and replace it with a flat built-up roof. City offices occupy the main floor, with 
the council chambers on the second story. These chambers are unique, for they 

^0 contain the original oak desks and chairs for use by the council members.
An ornate railing with swinging gate separates the council members from the 
public participants. Decorative wainscoting adorns the walls, while the doors 
are a design of that period. The basement houses the old city jail which is 
maintained as a museum exhibit in its original condition.
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PERIOD ('Cftecic One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Columbian □ 16th Century Q

15th Century □ 17th Century Q

18th Century Q 
19th Century ^

20th Century Q

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (7f 4pp/icaWe and Known; 1891
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal Education □ Political

Prehistoric □ Engineering □ Religion/Phi­

Historic 1^ Industry □ losophy □ 'AAgriculture □ Invention □ Science □Art □ Landscape Sculpture □Commerce Architecture □ Soclal/Humon-

Communications □ Literature □ jtorion □Conservation □ Military □ Theater □ XMusic □ , Transportation □

>bV\ PJ □

\i<r\

M

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Irtclude Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

____________  X

Present S^ajfc of city government, the building was constructed 

in 1891 and now houses Je_fferson County Historical Museum 

and old basement jail in which Jack London was once incar­

cerated,

Thoughbullt in 1891, the city hall was not finally 

paid for until January 1, 1947, bringing to a happy conclus­

ion one of the most drawn-out and relatively costly finan­
cial ^transactions of its type in Washington State annals.

Records show that'the original bond issue'for finan­
cing the city hall in the sum of |85,000 was approved by a 

city vote June 2, 1891 by a margin of 446 to 65, While the 

original city hall bond issue was in the sum of $85,000, 

much, much more than that was paid. Including all Interest, 

by the time the deal was finally closed fifty-six years 

later.
The basement houses the old city jail where, according to the older inhabitants, 
Jack London was incarcerated on a drunken charge when he stopped here on 
his way to Alaska aboard the Snark. We have been unable to find the original 
record as the records have been carelessly preserved.



MAJOft BtBLIOGRAPHICAt RgFERENCES

The Port Townsend Leader June 2, 1955^---:^^

tefVEO
& APR 8 1971 ^ 

pi NATIONAL
'VA REGISTER

10. OEOGRAPHICAL DATA__________ - 'a
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE
LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 0 1 » o * n
NE O t m 0 > n

SE O t » 0 t m

SW 9 • • 0 f «

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
LATITUDE

LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
N4 8° 06 ’ 58*

Degrees Minutes Seconds

W122 45’ 07'

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

CODE COUNTY

NAME AND Tl TLE:

Mrs Gerald A, Hunt
ORGANI ZATION

Jefferson County Historical Society
DATE

1/22/70
STREET AND NUMBER:

5th and Wilson
CITY OR TOWN:

■ Port T owns end
STATE

Washington ^3
CODE

12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFlCAtlOH

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National □ State □ Local

Name
Clwles H. Odegaard

Title Director - Washington State Parks 
and Recreation Commission

Date

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

t/UAt it /<
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

m 14 1971
Date

ATTEST

Date
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PiVRfiJ Tjj.£ Fr/i^K^iW IS HEI'-mEiED. B mctSi 23,. im.m m;rmxi City Hallj;nd_Jeff._ Cnt3^._M£t,_te^ SS6ie^ ^ _ _
the a\.Pi.shisS Hitioasl Bsgistw la¥<*at;iry-!teairiiafciifii' fxii!;ja''3} is;&rs) oeia^ 
s>etiam«i<i to yo;iP office t«cati«e tli'?; -4,?j,fc.naa.tioa chtck<8d l;elow Is Itackiisg of 
has hem taeacrrectly^ supplied:

Saswfficicnt locatlocal iai'onnatioB.
f’<'SffllBSj3tS ;........................

.cal locatioc codes missing or incorrect,
Classification (Item #3) incompieteo 
Ccaanentss _______ _____ _______ ___
Owner of property/location of legal description n<cei w 
COBIBf»tS ________ ____________  ■ —__

m Bitliogjaphy.

Acreage M' 'norainatioda. not^ &l-ren. • J/ 
*;^c4:«enfe •: jgj»aiSj;B^caieJLa-£art™5. oJ^irrrrZ-

fe: longitn^e assd latltiide cccardinatcs Isr:king., incorrec , oi la wrong place.- 

is net signed hy the State Liaison Officer (Iter-#12, 

i>hcHiOgraph/inap formCs) (lb*30l) required for each phe ognph/map.

Ihsiorfielent map coverage of property 
Ceraaentes ___ _____ .

_X__Descriptioji ( #7),
CoBM'mts _Ia the. a.rqhJteoj;.,or J)uUd©r^^^^

State«H* of S,lg?4iflc®».x>e (Item
HLea^ opcplanation of the .historlo- and commercial

/ significance with.bibiiographical^ references, as appropriate^..-Wore^te
^ '^circumstances of London's incarceration particularly significant?

X'ifxi's, ffsnas ynacTeptablt-.* 
C'Ksaeats;; ____

Oths

\A
p*nt3. Architecture has not. been shown as an area of special significance, 

but are there, feattires that mi^t be considered unlquff'Sr" distinctly 
irepresentatiye pCja^pertain style?..

pT-cfesslonai review process- --------------- -
necessarily indicate that the ncwiri»tion w-i 4.1 
Register criteria-

Thank you

then meei^.'l '
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Form 10-301 
(Dec. 1968)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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national register of historic places

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

jHashlngten-

Jeffergon
FOR NPS USE ONL

ENTRY NUMBER

COMMON: p

AND/OR HISTORTC:
Hall Sc Jefferson County

H-

U
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2:

[2. LCCATtONJ/^/ ^

STREET AND NUM BER:

Wa "h
CITY OR TOWN:

ater and Madigon Streets
o! '

NATIOfmt

-£.iag.t- .T-ow-na-end-
Wfl ,g| i p gr+: ni^

^^\REGJST£R
COUNTY:

3. MAP REFERENCE_____________________________________ _̂_______________________________________________
031

UJ

UJ

CO

U.S.G.S. Quadrangle Port Townsend South
1: 24,000
1955

4, REQUIREMENTS________________ .■
____

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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DANIEL J. EVANS 
GOVERNOR

COMMISSIONERS:

MRS. ELEANOR BERGER 
JEFF D. DOMA5KIN 
THOMAS C. GARRETT 
RALPH E. MACKEY 
JAMES G. McCURDY 
JAMES W. WHITTAKER 
WILFRED WOODS

CHARLES H. ODEGAARD, 
DIRECTOR

WASHINGTON STATS

FikRKS & RBCREi^TION COl^MISSZON
7150 CLEANWATER LANE PHONE 753-5755

THURSTON AIRDUSTRIAL CENTER P. O. BOX 1128 OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON 98501

fci- ■ April 6, 1971

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
801 19th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Bill:

We are returning the nomination for "City Hall and Jefferson County Historical 
Society Museum" with the information requested by your office. Hopefully, 
this application is now complete as this is one nomination for which we have 
asked for a project grant.

Sincerely yours.

Ralph H. Rudeen, Chief 
Interpretive Services
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Broperties aSded to the Ifeitional Raglater of Hlstcarilc Places

VASHI-IGTOIf

B\Jtten«»tb Building King County 
Beafble, yasMngtcm

1©S l4lssouPi Kitsap County 
Bresertony Washington

LCity Kail and Jeffersoa County 
lllstcrlcal Society JSusaMi

Jcff<arson Comty
Port Sounsand, Washlngtoa
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