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Structure/Site Information Form

1 Street Address: 00272 S MAIN ST UTM:
- . . {2} ve310/%4 51220
2 Name of Structure: Clift Building T. 0612 T R 01eC W 5 71
= Present Owner: WAGNER*ILENExJx FET AL WAGNER TNV CD
= 424 KFNNECOTT BLDS
a Owner Address: SLCs UT
84111
Year Built (Tax Record): Effective Age: Tax#: 01 2179
Legal Description 61 Kind of Building: MISC+COMMERCIAL BLDG
20 AT SE COR LOT 14 BLK 58¢ PLAT "A"e SLC SURs N 79.5 FTSs W 10 RES§ S 739.5
FT E 10 RDS TO BEGe ALSO COM FR SW CCR LOT 1y BLK 58¢ PLAT "A%,e SLC SURes N
79.5 FTs W 5 FT3 S 79.5 FT53 E 5 FT TO BEG.
2 Original Owner: Virtue Clift Construction Date: 1919 Demolition Date:
w
S Original Use: commercial Present Use: commercial
N
: Building Condition: Integrity: Preliminary Evaluation: Final Register Status:
=
[L/ Excellent O sSite O Unaltered E(Signiﬁcant T Not of the C National Landmark I District ;
71 Good O Ruins 2 Minor Alterations O Contributory Historic Period C National Register O Multi-Resource
] Deteriorated OO Major Alterations O Not Contributory [0 State Register C Thematic
. Photography: Date of Slides: Slide No.: Date of Photographs: Fgq]] '79 PhotaNo.
‘ Views: T Front U Side O Rear O Other Views: {Front E{Side O Rear O Other
Research Sources:
 Abstract of Title 'Z-/Sanborn Maps D/Newspapers O VofU Library
" Plat Records/Map & City Directories B/Utah State Historical Society O BYU Library
& Tax Card & Photo = Biographical Encyclopedias O Personal Interviews 0 USU Library
.;./Bun!ding Parmit 2" Obiturary Index O LDS Church Archives O SLCLibrary
. Sewer Permit O County & City Histories [ LDS Genealogical Society C Other

Bibliographical References (books, articles. records, interviews, old photographs and maps, etc.):

Salt Lake City Sanborm Insurance Maps, 1898, 1911, 1930, 1958, University of Utah Library

Salt Lake County Records, Block 58, Plat A, C-1,p.186, C-11,p.191, C-21,p.215,
C-31,p.242, C-41,p.212-B

R.L. Tolk & Co., Salt Lake City Directory, 1920-1968

Salt Lake City Building Permit, November 28, 1919, #4554

Salt Lake City Building Permit, October 28, 1927, #6699

Alrer., J. Cecil, Storied Domain, volume 1, p.177, Francis D. Clift

Deseret News, December 23, 1913, p.16, Francis D. Clift obituary

“cseret News, October 24, 1925, p.3, Virtue Clift obituary
Jenson, Andrew, Journal History of the Church, 1854, January 12, p.3
August 29, p.l, 1863; September 30, 1894, p.10; September 6, 1913, p.5;

December 21, p.2 "Francis D. Clift".

A |

rener Lorraine Pace Date: 9/24/79



Street Address: 272 S Main St 1919 ; Site No: ¢ %

Architect/Builder: James L. Chesebro/Larsen-Sampson Co.

Building Materials: concrete, brick, glazed terra cotta o

Building Type/Style:

Description of physical appearance & significant architectural features:
(Include additions, alterations, ancillary structures, and landscaping if applicable)

The Clift Building is one of Salt Lake City's largest terra cotta-faced
structures. An eight-story building, designed by Leslie Chesebro, architect of East
High School, the facades are eclectic in design but relate most to the Second Renaissai
Revival Style. Horizontal banding and three secondary cornices or belt courses balance
the verticality of the elevations. The upper floor is the most deocrative, featuring a
bracketed projecting cornice and protruding window bays at the corners of the building,
with Greek pediments. All window bays are square. Decorative plaques with the letter
"C" are located on the piers between the windows of the second floors. Aside from
modifications along the first floor, the building's architectural integrity is intact.
The Clift Building occupies an anchor position on South Main Street opposite the <
Judge Building. T
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Statement of Historical Significance: Construction Date: 1919

Pleasing in scale, proportion, and style treatment, the Clift Building has been
an integral part of Salt Lake City's central business district since it's construction
in 1919. It displays the use of glazed terra cotta on a grand scale, to entirely
face the primary facade of an eight story building. The Clift Building retains it's
original character and integrity except for some street level modifications.

The Clift Building was constructed in 1919 by Virtue Clift in homor of her
iate husband, Francis D. Clift. This was originally the site of the old Clift Hotel,

a popular Salt Lake boarding house in the late 19th century.

The Clift family has a long history in the state of Utah. Francis Clift was
a pioneer mining man and financier who came to Utah by ox team with the Walker Brothers,
Henry Lawrence and John Clark, a former mayor of Salt Lake City. They arrived in the
valley in 1851. Soon after arriving, Francis Clift opened the "Town Clock Store" a
general merchandising store, at 154 South Main. He made eight trips across the plains
by ox team hauling goods from St. Louis and other points in Missouri where he bought
~oods to supply this store. He was one of the first men in Utah to invest in mining.
He early bought an interest in the Emma Mine in Big Cottonwood Canyon--the first
discovered and worked mine in Utah. With the profits from this venture, he invested
in Salt Lake real estate. In addition to this property, he owned the building at
262 South Main, occupied for many years by the Boston Store, and the Gladstone Building
at 117 South Main. Francis Clift was born in England December 7, 1832 and died in
Salt Lake City December 21, 1913. Only his wife, Virtue Clift, survived him.

Virtue Butcher Clift was also born in England, March 10, 1838. Her family
“oined the LDS Church there and she came to the United States with her mother and two
sisters in 1849. She married Francis D. Clift in 1854 at the age of sixteen. At the
rime of*his death, she inherited her husband's large estate and proved herself a wise
“usinesswoman in dealing with his affairs. She had the Clift House torn down and

.~laced with a new commercial office building bearing the same name.
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Following her death in 1925, title to the building fell to the Clift
Building Corporation, then to the Utah 0il Refining Co. in 1958 and the American
0il Co. in 1960. American 0il changed the name of the building to the American 0il
Building. In 1971 American 0il sold the building to Elizabeth Simmons. Ilene J.
Wagner of the Wagner Investment Co. is the current owner.

The first occupants of the Clift Building in 1920 were the United Cigar
Stores Co., the Schuback Optical Co., Western Union Telegraph Co. and the Kinema Theater.
By 1928, the Kinema, managed by William Cutts, had become the Rialto Theater, but
otherwise, the four companies occupied the building for twenty years. The Rialto still
operated as a theater in 1968, a near 50 year term of occupancy. Fernwood's Candy Co.
had their offices in this building from 1952-60, Western Union and United Cigar Stores
from 1920 to 1956. The building is currently used, as it has been historically, as
commercial office space.
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3. Classification
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Ownership Status Present Use
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. Location of Legal Description

. Representation in Existing Surveys

has this property been determined eligible?
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13. Other
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i Y RY

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to
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Salt Lake City Downtown Multiple Resource
Area

Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County, Utah
Photographer: Rob Welch, Sept. 1979
Negative filed at Utah State Historical
Society

Clift Building

G

272 South Main Street AMEMCM\) Ow BL—OG,

South and East Facades “
Siwe ™26



Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000872
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145 NORTHMONT WAY
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84103

September 20, 1982

Dy. Melvin T. Smith

State Historic Presevvation Officer
Utah State Historical Society

300 Rio Grande

Salt Lake Cily, Utah 84101

Dear Dv. Smith:

As the owner of the property at 272 South Main Street,
known as the Clift Building, I object to its listing in
the National Register of Histovic Places. On January
15, 1980, a letter was sent to your office voicing my
objection to the listing which was o be in effect as long
as I own the property. I did not receive your letter of
February 23, 1982, asking that if I still objected to
inform vyour office. Had I rveceived it, the objection
to listing would have been reitevated. I herveby vequest
that you forwavd this letter and my letter of January
15, 1980, along with a request for delisting of the build-
ing to the Keeper of the Natlional Register of Hisloric
Places.

Very truly yours,
\%d TLE~ < ’)//ﬂ//ZZ c/m _’4—}/
P

IW:bc Mrs. llene J. Wagner

1151-:;9,/))/&? Teagn,
(e

9-25Y§,
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i 445 NORTHMONT WAY
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84103

January 15, 1980

My. A. Kent Powell

Presevvation Reseavch Coordinator
Historic Presevvation Office

Utah State Historical Sociely

Crane Building, Suite 1000

307 West 200 South

Salt Lake City, Utah 84101

Dear Mr. Powell:

I have received your letter of December 27th informing me
that the building we own at 272 South Main Street, now known
as 10 West Broadway, has been approved by the State Hislovic
and Cultural Sites Review Commilttee for nomination to the
National Register of Historic Places as a part of Salt Lake
City's Downtown Mulli-Resourvce Nomination.

While I appreciate your interest in our property, I wish to
take strong issue with its placeiment on the Nalional Register,
I am a strong believer in individual property vights and the
operation of the free entervprise system,

o

As for the benefits you outline, we have no intention of apply- 2o
ing for nov do we want to veceive any governmental assistance 3
toward preparing plans and specifications for venovating our B -
building. We will not ask for and do not expect to veceive any e
Fedeval funds for vestovation of our property. We have no :
interest in selling our property at a higher price because it is 3
on the National Registey as you suggest. We would not expect -
ov want tax beneﬂts such as the five year amortization of
rehabilitation cost or accelerated depreciation allowance as
you outline. We do not want nov expect or believe in securing
special processing of federally funded p'royects which may be
associated with our property.

You mention that placing this on the Nalional Register will nol
place any vestrictions on the property except if demolished the




‘/ Mr, A. Kent Powell January 15, 1980 iy,
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cost of the building cannot be writlen off as a tax deduction and
if a new building is constructed, the acceleraled depreciation
schedule cannot be used and only local reslrictions would be
imposed if remodeled, altered or demolished. Iwish to poini
out that once this building is placed on the National Register,
the next step will be to have it placed as a City landmark and
it will be subject to local control of any remodeling on the
exteriov which we may wish to do, a procedure to which we
object to on this particular property.

b
o N

Since acquiving this property we have spent considevable money

in maintenance, painting, and geneval upgrading the building.

We have taken a great deal of pride in what we have accomplished
in this building since it has been undev our ownership, We have
no intention of demolishing this building ov of making any exterior s
changes except for maintenance. The building will continue to be B
an asset to the south part of Salt Lake City's Downtown area,

As the owner of this building, I feel it is our vight to determine
whether or not it should be placed on the Histovic Register and
become subject to the controls which will eventually be placed
on it and I wish again to state we object in the strvongest possible
manner to any action you may take to place this on the Register. T

If at some future date the subject propevty should be sold, you 3
may wish to then contact the new owner and they may or may not
agree with your vrecommendalions.

Very truly yours,

Mrs, 1. J. Wagner
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SCOTT M. MATHESON STATE OF UTAH
GOVERNOR DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

October 8, 1982 DIVISION Of | fewwsnm onecs
State History | swruccr.vmissor
C aro'l sh u ] 'l (UTAH STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY) TELEPHONE 801/533-5755

Acting Keeper

National Register
National Park Service
Wa34

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

We have received a notarized letter from the owner of the property
known as the C1ift Building, at 272 South Main Street in Salt Lake
City, which was listed in the National Register of Historic Places
on August 17, 1982 as part of the Downtown Salt Lake City Business
District Multiple Resource nomination. The owner claims that she
never received our letter of February 23, 1982 in which we asked
for a letter of objection from those who did not wish their proper-
ties listed.

The owner referred to an earlier letter of objection dated January 15,
1980 which states that their objection would stand as long as she
owned the property. Since the owner claims to have not received our
letter and had replied to an earlier request for comments, it appears
she has grounds for challenging our procedures in having the property
listed. As the Utah State Historic Preservation Officer, I therefore
request that this property be removed from the National Register and
that it be processed for a determination of eligibility as in the

case of other owner objections. If you have any questions, please
call Kent Powell at (801) 533-6017.

Sincerely,

Sl St

Melvin T. Smith
State Historic Preservation Officer

AKP/ch

Enclosures

State History Board: ~ Milton C. Abrams, Chairman e TheronH.Luke e TedJ.Warner e Elizabeth Montague ® Thomas G. Alexander
Dello G. Dayton e Wayne K. Hinton e HelenZ. Papanikolas e DavidS.Monson e Elizabeth Griffith e  William D. Owens
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Dr. Melvin T. Smith
State Historic Preservation Officer
Utah State Historical Society

-~ 397 W. 200 South, Suite 1000

Salt Lake City, Utah 84101
Dear Dr. Smith:

As you know, we received your request to remove the Clift Building and Hotel Albert,
both of whieh were listed on August 17, 1982, having been nominated as part of the
Downtown Salt Lake City Business District Multiple Resource Area, Salt Lake County,
Utah. As Beth Grosvenor discussed with members of your staff in the course of several
telephone conversations in December, that owners claim not to have received the State's
notice of intent to nominate these properties does not constitute procedural error. Both
cases involve factors that need further clarification before we can make a decision
coneerning whether or not the properties should be removed from the National Register.

In the case of the Clift Building, one owner, a Mrs. Ilene J. Wagner, wrote in September
1982 to state that she had not received the State's February 1982 notice and that she
objected to the building being listed. She had submitted an earlier objection when the
nomination was originally proposed in 1980. Mrs. Wagner is only one of several owners of
the Clift Building, however. The National Register is awaiting notarized objections from
all or a majority of the owners, along with confirmation that those objecting constitute a
majority of the owners. There is also a question concerning whether or not the owners of
the Hotel Albert had filed an objection prior to the State's 1982 nomination of the

hotel. We are awaiting a copy of the State's 1982 notification to the owner, and a copy
of the owner's earlier objection, if it exists.

When we have received the information above, we will proceed with our review of your
requests to have the Clift Building and the Hotel Albert removed from the National

Register,

Sincerely,

Carol D. SEulT [(Sed.)

Carol D. Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
Interagency Resource Management Division
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SCOTT M. MATHESON STATE OF UTAH
GOVERNOR DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

D|V|S|On Of MELVIN T. SMITH, DIRECTOR

300 RIO GRANDE

State H iStOry SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84101

(UTAH STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY) TELEPHONE 801/533-5755

February 9, 1983

Carol D. Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
Interagency Resource Management Division
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

Thank you for your letter of February 2nd regarding the removal
of the an and Hotel Albert from the National Register
of Historic Places as part of the Downtown Salt Lake City ;
Business District Multiple Resource Area.

Enclosed are copies of all correspondence regarding the Hotel
Albert. I trust this will allow you to proceed with action on
the request for its removal.

We have contacted Mr. and Mrs. I. J. Wagner by telephone and
letter requesting that they provide the necessarv notarized
letters of objection. If these letters are submitted, we
will forward them to you for further action on the request
to remove the Clift Building from the register.

We appreciate your help and the fine assistance rendered to
our staff by Beth Grosvenor in these matters.

Sincerely,

il TR

Melvin T. Smith
Director and State Historic
Preservation Officer

AKP/bm
Enclosures

State History Board:  Milton C. Abrams, Chairman e TheronH.Luke e TedJ.Warner e Elizabeth Montague e Thomas G. Alexander
DelloG. Dayton e Wayne K Hinton e HelenZ Papanikolas ¢ DavidS.Monson e Elizabeth Griffith e William D. Owens



