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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Niels Ole Anderson Hoiase is roughly square shaped i n plan and consists of the original 
one-and-a-half story, tsro-roon, f i r e d brick structure at the east of the home and the 
one-and-a-half story, two-room adobe addition made to the west. Tiie oldest part, b u i l t 
c. 1868 has no basertent but contains an unfinished sleeping l o f t i n the a t t i c . The on - j 
ginal two-rocsti home faces east with i t s broadside and has a synmetrical facade with a ^ 
central door flanked by identical windows on each side. Structurally, a stone founda- | 
tion si:5)ports an unreinforced s;:^rstructure of gray/mud colored brick which has been "t 
fi r e d and l a i d up i n walls with a crude mud and lime mortar. Notwithstanding the primative 
construction technology, the structure remains sound although much of the soft mortar 
has eroded aw^. The superstructure vMch has walls three bricks thick, sipports a simple 
gabled roof made of sawed, large dimensional rafters stpported l a t e r a l l y at midspan by 
round log beams. Access to the a t t i c which i s fenestrated by two small windows i n each 
gable end, i s by way of the a t t i c area and stairway i n the additicai to the west. 

'.n" " • -.s :, 
Although b u i l t f i i r s t , the original part of the heme i s the most omamental part of the 
overall building. I t features Greek Revival L i n t e l trim above a l l windcw and door bays 
and a fancy brick comice which i s corbeled and denticulated. The low pitch of the 
roof p a r t i a l oDmice rettim and general biailding proportions give additional Greek 
Revival feeling to an otherwise vemacular cotposition. 

The adobe addition b u i l t c. 1880-82, i s plainer i n appearance, featuring ts^o-over-two 
and six-over-six operable sash windows with siirple wDoden s i l l s and l i n t e l s and a sirrple 
wooden cornice. The addition connects l a t e r a l l y to the original building and contains 
two rooms plus a basement cellar, a small a t t i c room and a crude stairway vdiich must be 
travelled on hands and knees due to a very low ceiling. The addition faces nojrth and 
has a porch which f i l l s the void at the nexus of the old and newer structures. 

The Anderson Hcjme has remained relatively unaltered since i t ^ ii(Rb-phased constiruc^ 
Original paneled doors, plain vrooden trim, f i r floors, unadomed plastered and papered 
walls and ceilings are intact on the interior. TUne only significant changes of exterior 
appearance are the cement block chimney along the west wall and small, old frane and 
screened porch behind the house at the southwest comer. 

Also well preserved i s much of the historical setting of the house i n relat:ion to i t s 
site. Setback well away from the two streets which frames i t s comer l o t , the hotase i s 
surrounded by very large decidijous trees and shrubs. An open i r r i g a t i o n ditch s t i l l runs 
through the property along the inside bank of the road and must be crossed by small 
wooden bridges to reach the house. The original log frame and solid stud-wall out-
biaildings standing near the southwest comer of the house provides historical oontinuity 
from Ephraim's rural pioneer period. 

J (V.: • • -
.•;j r< i: i ! oi.i: y.r.) .y.: c. •y.~yr':c\c. 'j.i >-'i:r_ 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The significance of the Niels Ole Anderson House relates to i t s builder and principal : 
occupant, Niels Ole Anderson, an early settler of Epbiraim, Utah. Anderson played an 
inpojTtant role i n the pioneer settlement of his coirmunity. His joumal accounts of 
pioneer l i f e and Indian encounters i n particular, are a valuable local history resource. 
The Anderson House i s representata.ve of local pioneer architecture and craftsmanship 
and features the uniisual use of f i r e d adobe brick, a transitional, hcxnemade building 
material used before the advent of ocmmercially made brick. 

_ _ _ _ _ . ^ — - . -

Niels Ole Anderson was bom i n Sweden i n 1845 and immigrated to Utah i n 1854-55 with his 
family who became converts to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. After 
crossing the plains with Captain Noah T. Gi;̂ Ttian's corpany, the Andersons arrived i n the 
Salt Lake Valley of the Territory of Utah. As was cijstcmary, the family received i n ­
structions from their religious leaders and was sent to Fort Ephraim, Sanpete County, 
viiere Niels resided the rest of his l i f e . 

By necessity, Niels Anderson quickly became ejqjerienced i n the rigors of pioneer l i f e . j 
At the age of iten he helped build the "outside f o r t " where his family ..lived u n t i l after I 
1860. Niels' father, Ola, died i n 1857, after which Niels assumed more than normal 
responsibility for his family. Ephraim, l i k e aliiost a l l .other earlyJXbrraon settlements, ! 
had an economy based primarily on agriculture. Th\js Niels spent his early manhood 
plowing, planting and harvesting for local farmers. , ,„;,j,. . 

While i n his teens, Niels had many experiences with the local Indians, even before he 
took part i n the Black Hawk War i n 1865. He carefully recorded his various encounters 
with the Indians. His written accounts are now valued as an inportant, local history 
resource, particularly because of his detailed descriptions of Indian skirmishes. He 
collected and recorded the events of October 17th and 18th, 1865 when Indians ambushed, * 
tortured and k i l l e d i n different attacks, seven loggers and farmers from Ephraim. 

Anderson also obtained and recorded an accoiint entitled "Skirmish at Ephraim, Battle at 
Rock Lake," i n which settlers and Indians maintained a day-long battle over the possession 
of a herd of horses. Anderson also recorded a number of Indians encounters i n vAiich he 
was personally involved. Largely becaiase of his long-standing acquaintance with many of 
the Indians, he was never harmed by them. During his l i f e , Anderson personally knew 
several chiefs, including Black Hawk, Arrapean, Sanpitch and Tabby. In his later l i f e , 
Niels Anderson became known as a f o l k l o r i s t who li b e r a l l y shared his stories with newer 
generations. 
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Niels O. Anderson's pioneer experiences continued to broaden after the Black Hawk War. 
In 1866 he went to the Missouri River as a Qiiorch Teamster and helped bring a conpany of 
iitndgrants to Utah. He again served i n a similar capacity for Captain Lewis Larson's 
Cortpany i n 1867. 

Niels married Josephine Overglade on November 2, 1867 i n the Endowment Ho\ase i n Salt 
Lake City. Shortly thereafter, the f i r s t part of the present Anderson House was b u i l t . 
The Andersons became parents of nine children and the house was expended to i t s present 
size while Niels was serving as a Mormon missionary i n Sweden from 1880 to 1882. The 
two-room addition was b u i l t by Soren Jensen, a local mason. 

TWO years after retuming from his mission, Josephine Anderson became i l l and died. In 
1885, Niels married Matilda Nielson. Ihey had one child, Niels Henry. 

After beccming a family man, Niels 0. Anderson took active part i n CCTtinunity and church 
affairs. He served several terms as a member of the Ephraim City Council. He also 
headed various leadership positions i n the Mormon church. He was director and part owner 
of a sawmill vMch produced lumber for the Manti Torple. Anderson eventually took 
charge of the "tenple sawmill" and was thus instrumental i n the construction of this 
landmark building. . , , . 

Anderson became expert i n iteny crafts, including marksmanship, braiding, puppet-making, 
knot-tying, teaming and ox training and livestock raising. His leadership a b i l i t i e s 
were widely respected and he was a popular local figure. 

The Niels Ole Anderson House has remained i n the family since i t s construction. I n 
style the vemacular building with Federal/Greek Revival detailing i s representative of 
early Sanpete County architecture and craftsmanship. The original part of the heme 
is b u i l t of an uniasual handmade, fi r e d adobe brick, a brick vdiich was ^parently a 
transitional material used after the sian-dried adobe period but before the ccnmercially-
made k i l n - f i r e d brick was available. Anderson's brick has the color and texture of 
adobe but has sharp edges and a hard, dense exterior, showing evidence of having been 
baked i n some kind of k i l n . As canmercially-made brick did not become popiilarized i n 
Sanpete Comty t m t i l after 1870, the Anderson House represents one of the region's earliest 
atterrpts to make and use fi r e d brick, a fact which underscores Anderson's role as a 
pioneer leader and innovator. 

-r-w-T • • • ^ . • ^ i - . i - i i i ; ^ 
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March 28, 1978 

STATE OF UTAH 
Scott M. Matheson, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
Division of State History 

Melvin T. Smith, Director 
603 East South Temple 
Sah Lake City, Utah 84102 
Telephone: (801) 533-5755 

Dr. William J. Mirtagh 
Keeper o£ the National Register 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N. W. ... 
Washington, D.C. 20240 . t*". 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 
1 

Enclosed is a National Register nomination form on the NIELS 
OLE ANDERSON HOUSE in Sanpete County, Utah. This nomination 
has been approved byaraajority o£ the Historic and Cultural 
Sites Review Committee and Utah's State Historic Preservation 
Officer. 

Sincerely, 

0^ h'it.f \ m 
A. Kent Powell 
Preservation Historian 
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Dr. Dello G. Dayton • Dr. Wayne K. Hinton • Helen Z. Papanikolas • David S. Monson • Elizabeth Griffith • Mabel J. Oliver 





Apr i l 3, 1978 

STATE OF UTAH 
Scott M. Matheson, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
Division of State History 

Melvin T. Smith, Director 
603 East South Temple 
Sah Lake Chy, Utah 84102 
Telephone: (801) 533-5755 Dr. William J. Murtagh 

Keeper o£ the National Register " 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 

Washington, CD. 20240 , ' . 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: . 
Enclosed is a National Register nomination form for the Niels Ole 
Anderson House in Ephraim, Sanpete County, Utah. This nomination 
has been approved by a majority of the Historic and Cultural 
Sites Review Committee and Utah's State Historic Preservation 
Officer. 

Sincerely, 

A. Kent Powell 
Preservation Historian 
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STATE HISTORY BOARD: Dr. Milton C. Abrams, Chairman • Theron H. Luke • Dr. Ted J. Warner • Elizabeth Montague • Howard C. Price, Jr. 

Dr. Dello G. Dayton • Dr. Wayne K. Hinton • Helen Z. Papanikolas • David S. Monson • Elizabeth Griffith • Mabel J. Oliver 
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