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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The church is designed in the Tudor Gothic style, with Tudor window bays distin­
guished with corbeled arches, and the gable facades are uecorated with bands of 
wtiite brick alternating with bands of red. There are concrete-capped buttresses at 
the comers of the building, as well as between the window bays, and the deeply 
recessed windows feature thick mullions and splayed casings. Overall, the church 
is a two-story T-shaped plan with shallow, pitched gable roofs. A front addition, 
conpleted in 1937 in the same Tudor style, sonewhat obscured the dramatic 
symboliam of the large Tudor Gothic window above the main entrance. Although 
retained, i t s visual impact was diminished. The chapel interior could hold 300 
people. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE " 

In the settlement and development of the Great Basin area, the peculiar efficiency 
of the Mormon Church organization (likened by Samuel Clanens to the Prussian Aimy) 
was responsible for the creation of stable conraunities both in outlying settlement 
areas and in Salt Lake City itself. The basic ecclesiastical unit that made directed 
economic activity and effective social institutions possible was the "Ward." 

With an appointed Bishop at i t s head, the Ward functioned as an extended family 
offering encouragement and assistance to i t s members as they struggled to establish 
families, businesses and farms, in the arid wilderness. The significance of the 
Fifth Ward is that i t symbolizes this v i t a l institution. 

The Fifth Ward in Salt Lake City is one of the oldest of these ecclesiastical units 
in the Moiroon Church. Formed in 1853 on the south-west section of the growing 
metropolis, the coimunity centered on faming. The Ward met f i r s t in a succession , 
of anall adobe meeting houses, but as the city grew, the area became more 
residential and the people engaged in a greater variety of occupations. At the 
height of the Ward's strength, in 1910, i t was decided to construct a new chapel. 
The red brick Tudor Gothic structure chosen was considered a handscme addition to the 
neighborhood. But even as the ward continued to grow during the World War I and . 
between-wars period, the demography of the area was iindergoing change toward light 
industrial developnent. The addition made in 1937 was intended to improve the 
quality of the church program by expanding the physical f a c i l i t i e s , but the 
changing character of the neighborhood resulted in a steady decline in family 
membership. 

During i t s existence the ward served a variety of groups, reflecting the current 
nature of inmigration into Salt Lake city. In the twentieth century the ward 
maiibership had a strong Eurofiean iirmigrant flavor, that was gradually being con-
bined with Hispanic-American. In the few years prior to the decision to sell the 
structures, the Fifth Ward became the Lamanite Ward to serve the needs of Salt Lake 
City's urban Indian population. 

Today, in the hands of private developers, the dignity of the Tudor Gothic styling 
is a decided asset to the ambiance of f̂̂ ha.t would otherwise be an area blighted with 
anall business houses and industrial yards. 
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NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

STATE OF U T A H 

Scott M. Matheson, Governor 

D E P A R T M E N T OF 

D E V E L O P M E N T SERVICES 

Division of State History 

Melvin T. Smith, Director 
603 East South Temple 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84102 
Telephone: (801) 533-5755 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed i s a National Register nomination form f o r the F i f t h 
Ward Meeting House, Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County, Utah. 
This nomination has been approved by a majority of the Historic 
and Cultural Sites Review Committee and Utah's State Historic 
Preservation Officer. 

Sincerely, 

4 î f (itff 
A. Kent Powell 
Preservation Research Coordinator 
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STATE HISTORY BOARD: Dr. Milton C. Abrams, Chairman • Theron H. Luke • Dr. Ted J.Warner . Elizabeth Montague . Howard C. Price, Jr. 

Dr. Dello G. Dayton • Dr. Wayne K. Hinton • Helen Z. Papanikolas • David S. Monson • Elizabeth GriEfilh • Mabel J. Oliver 
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State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. J. Phillip Keene I I I 
Executive Director 
Department of Development Services 
Room 104, State Capitol 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114 
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