
Historic Name 

Common Name
Donoho Hotel

same

Site Number i
County_____ Macon

Open to the Public: Yes x No ___ 

Present Use hotel
Address Market Street fHwv 151)

Red Boiling Springs, Tennessee 

Owner's Name Patrick and Edith Walsh 

Owner's Address Red Boiling Springs, TN 

Acreage3 Acres

Current Condition good
Date of Construction 1916 

Original Use hotel
Information Provided By Mrs. Edith Walsh 

and Mrs. Louise Wilson
UTM Reference 16/603740/4043130 (Red Boiling Springs, TN-KY Quad)

DESCRIPTION

This two story gable roof hotel is constructed of weatherboarded frame and rests on a 
brick foundation. It was built in 1916 by Mr. Whitley, a local contractor, and local 
laborers to replace an earlier hotel of the same name which was destroyed by fire a 
year earlier.
The hotel has long verandas on both stories, running along the facade and both eleva­
tions. Four large two tier columns, which decorate the facade and the main entrance­
way, and 22 smaller and less decorative two tier columns support the veranda. Both 
the first and second story verandas feature oak tongue and groove floors and ceilings. 
A plain oak balustrade encloses the upper veranda. •
The main entrance to the hotel is through two original wood double leaf doors, sur­
rounded by a transom and sidelights. The lower portion of the facade has 11 wood pan­
eled doors, 10 of which lead into individual guest rooms, and twelve 1/1 windows. An 
external stairway at either end of the building leads to the top veranda. The upper 
facade has 10 wood paneled doors leading to guest rooms, and twelve 1/1 windows. An 
original wood double leaf door with transom and sidelights leads to a central hallway 
on the second floor. Guest rooms which have external doors leading to the veranda 
have no access from internal hallways, either on the upper or lower level. Only one 
of the 17 bedrooms on the first floor has an internal doorway from the central hall. 
Others have exits only to the veranda.
Accessible from the central hallway on the first floor is the lobby and parlor, a 
lounge, the one bedroom, the dining room, and two public bathrooms. The kitchen area, 
which was added to the rear of the building in the 1930s, is accessible only from the 
dining area and from the outside. A small cook's quarters is included in the kitchen 
area.
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liame': Twentieth RP^^ort Buildings of M PoiUnq Springs, Tennesses_

Site: Hnnoho Hotel__________—--------------
Page: _____2_______ _________—----------

alterations, the hotel interior retains its integrity.

s z s K: -ISbr^ftS^rtlS'"r?of""bSi?fi°:tS^'n,?5-;95S^ sSokehouse/rnS glzS!"

built in 1984 over one of the mineral springs wells.

SIGNIFICANCE
Tbe Donoho 1s the oldest.f.the^three reson hotels re^aining.^ .

and is the most representati^ nitte™ arthrOoSoho, being two-stoi-y white frame build- ■ 
Most were built along the s?"® the pattern of the Palace, once the

S^^rfollSl Sri^i^aM/iSg^lfr^nrr^ror? hotel pattern.
Today, the hotel is open ‘’‘’proprietors Pfthl’DpmhffPllow‘'thP pat-

rPrP if rfngrPgtbe dinner bell from the front veranda.

BOUNDARY DFSCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION
The nominated property is irregular in lines^on the north, south, and
Witcher Hollow R^d on the east and bV * sSffident land to protect the histone
Teidng'ard rrihuPerurPf iStifrUy if the Donoho Hotel.
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WASO Form - 177 
(“R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Donoho Hotel (Early Twentieth Century Resort 
Buildings of Red Boiling Springs TR)
Macon County 
TENNESSEE

□ resubmission
□ nomination by person or local government
□ owner objection
□ appeal

fntetMtlvo Urlen

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:__________
Date Due: ~

Action:___ ACCEPT
•"^CTIIDM -y __ ^.RETURN.

REJECT.
Federal Agency:

Substantive Review: □ sample □ request □ appeal NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

t j)cryuf^M
Recom./Criteria J/jA^—^ j
Reviewer —
Discipline / /
Date

SM Mntinuation sheet/ / 6^ -------- r
Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited helow

substantive reasons discussed helow

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? □ yes □ no

7. Description

Condition
O excellent 
□ good
D fair

□ deteriorated
1 1 ruins
□ unexposed

Check one
Q unaltered 
[m altered

Check one
CH original site 
im moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physicai appearance

□ summary paragraph 
im completeness
□ clarity
□ alterations/integrity 
I I dates
I I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

□ summary paragraph
□ completeness
□ clarity
□ applicable criteria
□ Justification of areas checked
□ relating significance to the resource
□ context
□ relationship of integrity to significance
□ justification of exception
□ other

*A V

■t 'pr-7:

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

□ Maps
□ Photographs
□ Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet



Site Number 

County Macon
Historic Name Donohn Hn.ic« Open to the Public; Yes X No

Present Use residence: innCommon Name same

Address Market Street fHiahwav ISll Current Condition good
—ed Boiling Sorinos. Tennessee Date of Construction 1924

Owner's Name ^Patrick and Edith Waich Original Use residence
Owner's Address Red Boiling Sorinos^ Tl\l Information Provided By Mrs. Edith Walsh
Acreage less than 1 acre

and Brenda Thomas
UTM Reference 0^03670/4043130 (Red Boilinn ^nrjnos. TR-KV

description

owners of the^Donoho Hotel/^The^hip rodf^wfth^nared ^ residence for the
tion shingles. The wide eaves LJe vertira 111 ^ covered with composi-
tures a full-length'one story porch with bricrand original house fea-porch with wood columns on thrSppel leve nn«° T"’

I!i= ,.s :as

SIGNIFICANCE

W^V o n



X
Name: 
Si te: 
Page:

Early Twentieth Century Resort Buildings of Red Boiling Springs> Tennessee 

Donoho House

hotel itself. The building is in very good condition, and is used as a bed and break­
fast inn and restaurant during the Donoho's off-season. The present owners of the 
Donoho continue to live in the house. Architecturally, the building is a fine local 
example of an early twentieth century residence, embellished with modi 11 ions, battered 
porch columns, and multipane windows.
BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION
The nominated property is irregular in shape and approximately 2.7 acres in size. The 
boundary is as follows: beginning at the southeast corner of the historic site, said
point being the southeast corner of parcel number C-28 on Macon County tax map 46-J 
where it adjoins the southwest corner of parcel C-27.01; thence northwest approximately 
145 feet along the south property line along the creek to the southwest corner of the 
historic site; thence northeast approximately 210 feet to the northwest corner of historic 
site; thence in an easterly direction approximately 70 feet to the northeast corner of 
historic site, said point being located in the adjoining property lines of parcel numbers 
C-28 and C-27.01 on Macon County tax map 46-0; thence along said adjoining property lines 
approximately 220 feet to the point of beginning, which forms the southeast corner of the 
historic site. (See tax map) This includes sufficient land to protect the historic 
setting and architectural integrity of the Donoho House.
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISPORIC PLACF^ DATA OOLLBCTION FORM

«

1. Refetenoe Nuiter(8) tOla. Contiol No.jj^t

page 1 of 4
(state County
iSumaiie /
iDate List
(Start Stop S T

2. Resoutoe Naiie

3. Other Nane/Site Nuitier (120) >

34. Addtess/Boundary
hoirc. i.

(120)

S. City
S.(36)

t05a. Vicinity 06. Restricted
Address

T120T

^ state code 37^
). Ownership:

Private Public (Local)

*08. Qxinty Code

Public (State) ____^Public (Federal)

). Resource Type jR 
(B, D, S, U, O)

til. No. of Contributing
Buildings________ ] Non-contributing

Buildings________ |

Sites

Structures

Objects

Sites

Structures

Objects
Federal Agency ] I 1

This field should be left blank.
Field nay be left blank if infomation is not given. 
Mandatory data eleiient; field must be filled in.
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iNASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Donoho House (Early Twentieth Century Resort 
Buildings of Red Boiling Springs TR)
Macon County 
TENNESSEE

□ resubmission
□ nomination by person or local government 
im owner objection
□ appeal / i

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date: ,__________ ,
Date Due: -----
Action:___ ACCEPT_________________

_i=rfiETURN.
___ REJECT.

7^-cFr^

Federal Agency:

Substantive Review: sample CD request CD appeal CD NR decision

Reviewed comments: r i ' u ' '

'' <y^ oSlM ^ cL<y^.^^^C>^ Recom./Crltena

?s==s
■K'

4- ^ cioV(- d;;_^zS
see (Continuation sheet

technical corrections cited belowNomination returned for:
V substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Has this property been determined eligible? CD ye □ no

7. Description

Condition 
CD excellent 
ED good 
CD fair

CD deteriorated 
CD ruins 
CD unexposed

Check one 
CD unaltered 
CD altered

Check one
CD original site 
CD moved date.

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph 
ED completeness 
ED clarity
ED alterations/integrity 
ED dates
I I boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify ^ ^ 7^

(jJ^Cn*^ /uAt" C^ /bi^UM^L^ %

a>>^

Specific dates
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

□ relationship of integrity to significanj^i^^jVj/t^''VH^‘'^^'^^?^ ^ /?^ &

7^2/AO

9. Major Bibliographical References ^lii^ puylJti^

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

'"^t^dqrs S/Loi'^^ V
/K^ri^ hj? C^y^^^-^a^LAji'X-JLj ^ P>inr-a-^/K^rio ^

QjrMJUlt'Verbal boundary description and justification
'CJ^------------ -—----- -------^ h(yU\^ <Bru ~

11. Form Prepared By UJf^,
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

crnMd- ^

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

□ Maps
□ Photographs
□ Other

Questions concerningthis nomination may be directed to

Phone:Signed

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet



Site Number 

County ____ Macon
Historic Name Donoho Hotel Historic District Open to the Public: Yes X No

_______ Present Use hotel/residenceCorranon Name same
Address Market Street (Hwy 151)

Red Boiling Springs, Tennessee 

Owner's Name Patrick and Edith Walsh 

Owner's Address Red Boiling Springs, TN 

Acreage Approximately 4 acres

Current Condition good
Date of Construction 1916/1924 

Original Use hotel/residence
Information Provided By Mrs. Edith Walsh, 
Mrs. Louise Wilson, and Brenda Thomas

UTM Reference 16/603740/4043130 (Red Boiling Springs. TN-KY Quad)______

DESCRIPTION
The Donoho Hotel Historic District is comprised of one hotel, one residence, and five 
outbuildings. The hotel, residence, and two outbuildings all contribute to the signi­
ficance of the district. Contributing resources (C) are significant to the historic 
and architectural development of the district, possess compatible design elements, and 
maintain the scale, use, and texture of the district. Non-contributing resources (NC) 
disrupt the texture of the district, have little or no architectural significance, or 
have been considerably altered.
The Donoho Hotel (C) is a two story gable roofed hotel constructed of weatherboarded 
frame. It rests on a brick foundation. It was built in 1916 by Mr. Whitley, a local 
contractor, and local laborers to replace an earlier hotel of the same name which was 
destroyed by fire a year earlier.
The hotel has long verandas on both stories, running along the facade and both eleva­
tions. Four large two tier columns, which decorate the facade and the main entrance­
way, and 22 smaller and less decorative two tier columns support the veranda. Both 
the first and second story verandas feature oak tongue and groove floors and ceilings. 
A plain oak balustrade encloses the upper veranda.
The main entrance to the hotel is through two original wood double leaf doors, sur­
rounded by a transom and sidelights. The lower portion of the facade has 11 wood pan­
eled doors, 10 of which lead into individual guest rooms, and twelve 1/1 windows. An 
external stairway at either end of the building leads to the top veranda. The upper 
facade has 10 wood paneled doors leading to guest rooms, and twelve 1/1 windows. An 
original wood double leaf door with transom and sidelights leads to a central hallway 
on the second floor. Guest rooms which have external doors leading to the veranda 
have no access from internal hallways, either on the upper or lower level. Only one 
of the 17 bedrooms on the first floor has an internal doorway from the central hall. 
Others have exits only to the veranda.

s/i/'t



Name: Early Twentieth Century Resort Buildings of Red Boiling Springs, Tennessee 

Site: Donoho Hotel Historic District 
Page: 2

Accessible from the central hallway on the first floor is the lobby and parlor, a 
lounge, the one bedroom, the dining room, and two public bathrooms. The kitchen area, 
which was added to the rear of the building in the 1930s, is accessible only from the 
dining area and from the outside. A small cook's quarters is included in the kitchen 
area.
The interior of the Donoho is in good condition, with only minor alterations. The lobby 
features chestnut wainscoting throughout, and the original hand-painted light fixtures. 
A pastoral mural on the right wall of the lobby was painted around 1956, when some other 
remodeling was done under the supervision of the then-owner, Ed Hagen. At this time, 
private bathrooms were added to guest rooms. Prior to this time, there had been only 
two public baths on each floor. Twelve of the 34 second floor rooms still do not have 
private baths. Also in 1956, electricity and overhead lighting was added to each room. 
These additions were made in an attempt to revive the tourist industry. Despite these 
alterations, the hotel interior retains its integrity.
The Donoho House (C) is a two story brick building constructed in 1924 by B. W. Chitwood 
as a residence for the owners of the Donoho Hotel. The hip roof with flared eaves is 
covered with composition shingles. The wide eaves have vertical wood brackets. The 
original house featured a full-length one story porch with brick and wood columns, and 
a small entry porch with wood columns on the upper level. There is one internal chimney 
with corbeling in the original part of the house. One story additions have been added 
to both sides of the house.
The facade faces southwest, and features the original glass-paneled door, with transom 
lights and sidelights. Windows are double-hung, and have 4 vertical panes over 1 single 
pane. All windows on the facade have decorative wood shutters and stone sills. Alum­
inum storm windows and doors cover the original windows and doors.
The first floor of the house is made up of 3 dining rooms, a lobby with pine paneling, 
a kitchen area, and the owners' living quarters. The second floor consists of 5 guest 
rooms and one public bath. There are no private baths in guest rooms.
A 20 X 36 foot building of rough lumber with a tin roof was constructed around the same 
time as the hotel (1916) to serve as a washhouse and storage shed. It is still used for 
this purpose, although today it is called a laundry house (C). Also contributing to the 
significance of the property is a fruit cellar (C) built into the hillside behind the 
Donoho. The front of the cellar (the only part exposed from the ground) is of creek 
rock with a wood entrance door. The fruit cellar was built for the first Donoho Hotel 
in the late 1800s, and, therefore, pre-dates the present hotel building. The cellar is 
not used today.
Non-contributing buildings on the property are: a 10X20 foot building of rough lumber
with a tin roof, built in the mid-1950s as. a smokehouse (NC), and a wooden gazebo (NC) 
built in 1984 over one of the mineral springs wells. A red brick, one-car garage (NC),



Name:
Site:
Page:

Early Twentieth Century Resort Buildings of Red Boiling Springs. Tennessee 

Donoh.0 Hotel Historic District

built in 1924 by Mr. Chitwood, is located in the district. In the 1950s, the appear­
ance of the garage was altered when it was extended to allow for longer automobiles 
and modern steel garage doors replaced the original wooden double doors.
SIGNIFICANCE
The Donoho Hotel Historic District is a group of related buildings that are an excellent 
representation of resort architecture. The Hotel is the most representative of the early 
resort hotels that lined the Salt Lick Creek. Most were built along the same pattern as 
the Donoho, being two-story white frame buildings. Today, the Donoho is the only extant 
hotel of this type. The house and two outbuildings are significant to the district be­
cause of their association with the hotel and, therefore, the mineral resort industry.
The hotel is still open during the summer. The house, originally the owner's residence, 
is now a bed and breakfast inn and restaurant (and a private residence).
BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION
The nominated property is irregular in shape and approximately four acres in size. The 
boundary includes all land in tax map parcel C-27.01 and an adjacent parcel of land with 
a boundary that is as follows: beginning at the southeast corner of the historic site,
said point being the southeast corner of parcel number C-28 on Macon County tax map 46-J 
where it adjoins the southwest corner of parcel C-27.01; thence northwest approximately 
145 feet along the south property line along the creek to the southwest corner of the 
historic site; thence northeast approximately 210 feet to the northwest corner of the 
historic site; thence in an easterly direction approximately 70 feet to the northeast 
corner of the historic site, said point being located in the adjoining property lines of 
parcel numbers C-28 and C-27.01 on Macon County tax map 46-J; thence along said adjoin­
ing property lines approximately 220 feet to the point of beginning, which forms the 
southeast corner of the historic site. (See tax map) This includes sufficient land to 
protect the historic setting and architectural integrity of the Donoho Hotel Historic 
District.
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RESUBMISSION

WASO Form - 177 
(“R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Donoho Hotel Historic District(Early Twentieth Century Resort Buildings 
Macon County of Red Boilings Springs TR)
TENNESSEE

Working No.

resubmission
CD nomination by person or local government 
CD owner objection 
□ appeal
Substantive Review: lifsample □ request

Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: ^
Action: ‘"ACCEPT

____ RETURN.

____REJECT 

9 -

Federal Agency:

□ appeal Q NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Jh. Recom./Criteria
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date

see connnuation sheet

technical correction/bited below

substantive reasons discussed below ^
Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 

Public Acquisition
Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? □ yes □ no

7. Description

Condition 
D excellent
CD good 
CD fair

CD deteriorated 
CD ruins 
CD unexposed

Check one 
CD unaltered 
CD altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity
CD alterations/integrity 
CD dates
□ boundary selection

Check one 
CD original site 
CD moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

O summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other

V.

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Gluadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed

Signed. Date Phone:

GPO 91 8-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64QQQ8Q1


