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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Miles House is a two-story building, roughly square in plan, of brick on a
stone foundation. On both floors two rooms are located on each side of a central
hall running from front to back. The stair rises from the left side of the hall.
At the center of the front of the house (southeast elevation) is a projecting
tower-like bay, square in plan, which forms an entry porch on the first floor level
and contains a fifth second-story room opening onto the end of the upstairs hall.
At the rear of the hall on the first floor is a concrete addition containing a
bathroom.

The northeast side of the entry porch opens onto a veranda running around the corner
and half-way back on the northeast side of the house. To the left of the entry is a
three-sided bay window projection on the first floor level. Over its windows and the
tower entry are decorative tin hoods of vaguely Italianate character. Evidence in
the walls and foundation indicates that the veranda and bay window were added and

the extension of the central bay increased at sometime after the initial construction
of the house.

Second story dormers project from the tin-shingled, slope-sided, flat-topped roof
on all four sides. The dormer gables have decorative carved barge boards. The
central bay is topped by a high steep pyramid roof.

In the spring of 1977 a fire in the house seriously damaged the roof of the central
bay and destroyed most of the interior woodwork. Little structural damage was done
and some of the interior woodwork survived. The iron fencing which ran atop the

low stone retaining wall in front is intact and is temporarily in storage to protect
it from vandals.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Miles House is located in the area of Nashville which was the suburb Edgefield.
Edgefield began to develop in the 1850s and was incorporated in 1868. After it was
absorbed by the city of Nashville in 1880, Edgefield continued its development as an
elite residential nelghborhood until a disasterous fire in 1916 which destroyed hundreds
of houses and began the area's slow decline which lasted for sixty years. A number of
Victorian houses survived the fire and, among the surv1vors, the Miles House is one of
the oldest.

Woodland Street, on which the house is located, is one of the boundaries of the Edgefield
Historic District. The district is listed in the National Register and was designated
Nashville's first historic zoning district by Metropolitan Nashville Government in

June 1978, The Miles House can be seen from a number of points within the Edgefield
district, and is a visual focus for East Park, a city park lying along Woodland Street

just within the district. The house was cited as one of the most important visual features
of the area surrounding the district in a preservation planning study produced by the

firm Preservation/Urban Design/Inc. of Anne Arbor, Michigan for Hlstorlc Edgefleld, Inc.,
the district neighborhood organization.

Though the Miles House was built as a private residence, it also served as the home of
Nashville Female Seminary. From 1870 until his death in 1879, Professor Henry Weber
operated the school in this house teaching young women English, foreign languages, music,
history, and metaphysics. Professor Weber's son later served as superintendent of
Nashville's city schools.

After its return to residential use the house was owned by a Nashville riverboat captain,
J. W. Lovell, and by the family of retired Nashville Circuit Judge Roy A. Miles. Most
recently the house contained nine apartments. Present owners will soon begin a careful
restoration of the exterior and reuse of the interior as offices.

Significant as one of the oldest surviving Edgefield houses and the former home of the
Edgefield Female Seminary, the Miles House can also be a significant adjunct to the
Edgefield district in its present delineation.
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STATE OF TENNESEE

TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION

170 SECOND AVENUE, NORTH
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37201
TELEPHONE (615) 741-2371

A
HERBERT L. HARPER, Executive Director , 7’1 November 15, 1978
State Historic Preservation Officer A N

[~ RECEIVED

Dr. William J. Murtagh y

National Register

Office of Archeology and ‘k NOV 2 19/6
Historic Preservation A\ NATIONAL
18th and C Streets, N.Wo \r‘ 3 REGlSTER

Washington, D. C. 20240

A

A
J

Dear Dr. Murtagh: ~LU=1 ) e

Enclosed please find the forms necessary to nominate the Miles House to
the National Register of Historic Places.,

If additional information is needed, please contact me.

Sincerely,

/Mwhf t /%%
Herbert L. Harper

HLH:11
Ence.

RAY BLANTON, Governor B. R. ALLISON, Commissioner of Conservation

HARRY W. WELLFORD, Memphis RICHARD WEESNER, Nashville FRANK WINSTON, Bristol
Vice-Chairman Chairman Vice-Chairman
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Buchanan, I. W. P., Eouse
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Locust Grove

Miles House

Also Notified

Honorable James R. Sasser

Honorable Howard H. Baker, Jr.
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Honorable Robin L. Beard
Honorable Bill Boner

Z NR Byers/bjr 1/26/79

Location

Lebanon
Wilson County

St. Bethlehem vicinity
Montgomery County

Castalian Springs vicinity
Sumner County

Nashville
Davidson County

State Historic Preservation Cfficer
Mr. Herbert Harper

Executive Director

Tennesseec listorical Commission

170 Second Avenue North, Suite 100
Nashville, Tennessee 37201

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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Description of Area

East Park is located in the northeast quadrant of Davidson County, just
across the Cumberland River from Nashville's Central Business District
(Map 1). The area includes 15 city blocks and stretches from South 5th
to South 10th Streets, between Woodland Street and Shelby Avenue (Map 2).
It is in a portion of Nashville which was incorporated as a separate city
from 1868 until 1880, when it became a part of Nashville proper.

The East Park area is one of Nashville's oldest residential areas. It
contains the largest concentration of Victorian structures remaining in
Davidson County and has a history which is closely linked with the devel-
opment of Nashville. For these reasons, the majority of the East Park
area was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in July, 1977
as the "Edgefield Historic District". The same area became Nashville's
first local historic district in May, 1978 (Map 3).

East Park is an area of primarily residential land use. Of the 393 build-
" ings located in the East Park area, 77 percent are residential structures
of from one to four units. An additional seven percent of the structures
contain five or more dwelling units. The owner-occupancy rate of these
structures is 53 percent. There are a total of 706 dwelling units in the
area, with a total population of 1,365 residents and a median household

" income of $7,700 as of 1977.

A total of 10 percent of the parcels in the East Park area are currently
vacant. This offers the opportunity of encouraging in-fill residential
construction which would be compatible with the character of historically
and architecturally significant structures found in the area.

The remaining structures in the East Park area are used for retail, whole-
sale and financial services (seven percent), professional and personal
services (five percent), and religious activities (four percent) (Map 4).

There are a number of facilities and services located in the East Park area
which make it a cohesive and diverse neighborhood. Located within its
boundaries are eight churches, a Metro playground park (East Park), Warner
Public Elementary School and a neighborhood convenience market and "eat
shop”. There are commercial and office facilities located on Woodland
Street and Shelby Avenue, serving the area with banks, medical services and
small retail facilities. Also located in the East Park area are a nursing
home, the Mid-Cumberland Association for the Blind and Opportunity House --
a United Way agency for the rehabilitation of former offenders (Map 5). The
East Park area abutts a public housing complex for the elderly. Twelve
dwelling units of this complex are included within its boundaries.

The location of the East Park area affords its residents high accessibility
to other sections of Davidson County. As mentioned earlier, the East Park
area is situated very near to the Nashville Central Business District, thus
making accessible all the retail, personal, business and cultural services



found there. Woodland Street and Shelby Avenue, the two main thoroughfares
in the East Park area, both have mass transit routes on them, with three on

. the former and one on the latter. Main Street, running parallel to, and

one block north of, Woodland Street also has three bus routes on it. These
bus routes travel to the north and also to a central transfer point down-
town, providing access by mass transit to virtually the entire county. East
Park also has excellent access to the county interstate highway system

{(Map 6).

The main asset of the East Park areza is its resident neighborhood group
which has been in existence fcr the past two years. This is an organiza-
tion formed by young, recent homebuyers, but composed primarily of home-
owners and tenants who have lived in the East Park area for cecades. This
neighborhood group has been responsible for bringing area residents togeth-
er to work for the common cocd of the neighborhood, for obtzining National
Register and local historic district status for the area and for creating
new interest in the area on the part of real estate firms and financial
institutions.

In September, 1977, the neichbtorhcod group jointly funded a neighborhood
study of the area with the Metrooolitan Historical Commission. The neigh-
borhood group's share of the furnding was raised through neighborhood house
tours and festivals which thev h=1d. The study was conducted by an out-
of-town consultant and its proposals were adopted by the neichborhood group
as their official plan. 2 copy of the document, Edgefield: a neighborhood
design study, which wes very wz2ll received by Metro agencies and officials,
.is included here.

This neighborhood group has carried out the above self-help efforts
successfully. It was partially due to these past self-help initiatives that
the East Park area was considered Zor designaticn as an. Interim Neighborhood

Strategy Area.

Problems and Needs of the Arez

The main problem'facinj tha

st Park area is that of deteriorating housing
stock. The factors respon e

for the deterioration are threefold:

1. the age of structures in the area - 21 percent of the structures were
constructed in the ninetesnth century and another 42 percent were
built in the very early portion of the twentieth century,

2. the low household rmeédian income - $7,700 per year in 1975 - which
does not afford owners excendable income with which to rehabilitate
structures,

3. the large percentace of absentee-owned buildings in the area - as of
1975, 47 percent of East Park's structures were absentee-owned. As
the general decline of hcusing stock took place in the area, these
owners had no incentive to rehabilitate buildings in which they did
not live.

And so, over time, these three factors have resulted in 54 percent of the
structures in East Park being substandard as of 1975.



The threevfactors above, contributing to deteriorated housing condition,
have also made it possible for a number of other problems to develop in

. the East Park area:

j due to the age of structures and the low-medium income, it is
expected that there is a fairly large number of structures in the
area that are in violation of local minimum codes standards,

2. due to the low-median income there is evidence of unsatisfactory
health conditions in the area in terms of dwellings, lots and alleys,

3s before the formation of the area's neighborhood association, East
Park was located in the highest crime precinct in Davidson County.
Incidence of crime has dropped in the last two years with residents
joining together and rehabilitating hcuses, but crime ic still an
area problem.

Public amenities' in East Park are in place in the form of paved streets and
alleys, sidewalks of brick and concrete, curbs and gutters, street lighting
and East Park with its playgrounds and community center building. However,
although these amenities exist, they have had much use over the years and
are in need of improvement and maintenance which is visually compatible
with the character of this historic district.

The largest need in the East Park area, then, is a range of housing programs
which would augment and encourage the renewed interest the area has experi-

enced for the past two years. Upgraded public improvements are expected to

spur on, and enhance, this interest.

Plan for the Area

As stated earlier, the neighborhood association in the area partially

funded a neighborhood plan in September, 1977, entitled Edgefield: a
neighborhood design study. This plan was formally adopted by the neighbor-
hood group as their official neighborhood plan. Therefore, the plan out-
lined below reflects the recommendations of that document and is intended to
leave room for suggestions raised by the East Park Citizens Advisory
Committee which has recently been organized.

i Public Improvements

Public improvements are in place in the East Park area and have been
examined in the study mentioned above. There is 'need for upgrading
of existing area public improvements in the form of curbs and
gutters, bricking of some sidewalks, additional street lighting and
signage and a reworking of the internal vehicular circulation system,
as pointed out in the neighborhood study. However, these improve-
ments are expected to entail a fairly minor portion of Community
Development funds expended in the East Park area.

It is realized that all necessary upgrading of public improvements
cannot be undertaken simultaneously in the East Park area. There-
fore, a system of prioritizing the upgrading of public improvements
will be established. Those maximizing the positive impact of
improvements on the neighborhood will receive first priority. Public



improvements and open spaces in the East Park area will also be
provided in a manner which is compatible with, and which enhances,
the architectural and historical character of the neighborhood.

Housing Programs
As stated earlier, iorated housing stock is the largest single
problem in the Eas rea. The range of housing rehabilitation
programs available unca he local Community Development program
could greatly upgrade the area when used in conjunction with a
concentrated codes enforcement program.

—

oA
[

Housing programs include rehabilitation loans and grants, emergency
rehabilitation funds to correct unsafe conditions and historical
loans for exterior restoration of architecturally or hlstorlcally
significant structures. The historical loan program is of special
importance since the majority of the East Park area is a National
Register and local historic district. Also of importance in this
area is the us2 of Ssczion 312 and Section 8 funds. These funds are
important to the East 2ark area because of the high percentage of
absentee-ownars and the low area median income, respectively.

A combination of these housing programs, used in conjunction with

the technical zssistance of the Metropolitan Development and Housing
Agency, the !eiropolitan Historical Commission and the Department of
Codes Administration, could significantly lessen detericrated housing
stock and hezlth and sznitation problems while maintaining the area's
income mix and mirimizing displacement.

\l

Citizen Participation

Effective citizen participation has been on-going in the East Park
area since the fornaticn of its neighborhood group two years ago.

In addition to' this, a Citizens Advisory Committee has been formed

in the East Park area, irn accordance with Nashville's Citizen Partic-
ipation plan, to specifically deal with the expenditure of Community
Development furds in the area. The public staff assigned to the

East Park area is working closely with these groups.

Public Facilities and Services

The two existirng public facilities in the East Park area are Warner

Elementary Schcol zan ast Park, proper. The latter is in need of
upgrading and rnaintenarce as outlined in the neighborhood study.

The adequacy of the East Park facility will be analyzed in regard to
Recreation Space 1980, the metropolitan long-range park plan, and

14
improvements will te made accordingly.

Future public services in the area will be planned in accordance
with perceived needs as expressed by the Citizens Advisory Committee.
However, given the corrosition of and conditions in the area, it
appears that future public service possibilities micht include re-
location counseling and assistance for displaced resicdents, crime
prevention procrams, hezlth education or referral services and
consumer education precrams for low-income and elderly residents.



Private Investment and Self-help Activities

Private investment and self-help activities have been encouraged
and undertaken, quite successfully, by area residents, These have

‘been in the form of the organization of a neighborhood group, fund-

raising through home tours and festivals, commissioning of the
neighborhood design study, obtaining National Register and local
historic district status and getting the area downzoned from a high
to a medium density classification. One of the major accomplish-
ments of the self-help attitude of the area residents has been
stimulating renewed interest in the area as one which is appealing
to young home buying families. This has also encouraged long time
home-owners to upgrade their structures. In conjunction with this
renewed interest, the 10 percent of area parcels which are vacant
afford an opportunity for future residential in-fill censtruction in
the East Park area.

Coordination of Public and Private Investment

Considering the interest and changes that have taken place in the
East Park area in the past two years, it is time to demonstrate
public commitment to the area. The availability of low interest
housing programs, of concentrated codes enforcement programs and of
public services, as well as the upgrading of public improvements,
will encourage further private investment by minimizing the percep-
tion of East Park as a risky area for investment. All public in-
vestment will be closely linked to the recommendations made in the
neighborhood design study and to those made by the newly formed
Citizens Advisory Committee. The public staff assigned to East Park
is now working closely with this Citizens Committee. It is believed
that public commitment to the East Park area will exemplify that the
conservation of inner city neighborhocds and a program of public and
private investment can result in an area that has been "turned
around” and that also has positive spin-off effects for neighboring
low income areas, neighborhood commercial facilities and the nearby
establishments of the Central Business District. '
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