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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Both Jefferson County and its quiet county seat, Dandridge, were formed 
in the late eighteenth century. Most of the early buildings, which 
range in date from the early to the late nineteenth century, are con­
centrated on three streets. Main, Meeting, and Gay Streets. The 
proposed historic district encompasses this section which is bordered 
on the east by Mill Street extended to the dike, on the south by the 
dike, on the west by a line approximately 800 feet west of Gay Street, 
and on the north by a line approximately 900 feet north of Meeting 
Street.

'^Within the district are at least 26 buildings predating the twentieth 
century, plus additional points of historical interest including two 
early cemeteries. The Dandridge commercial area, along Gay and Main 
streets, consists of early structures interspersed with groupings of 
flat-roofed and nondescript twentieth century store buildings. Although 
a few recent businesses also front Meeting Street, the district, with 
its predominance of earlier buildings, and its plantings and occasional 
openspaces, retains the atmosphere of a small but prosperous nineteenth 
century community

The greatest modern influence on Dandridge was the creation of Douglas 
Lake, a''TVA project^which threatened inundation of the town in the 
early 194-0's until President Roosevelt intervened. Providing a sur- 
t>rising but not objectionable backdrop for the buildingsVn the 
southeast side of Main Street is a million-dollar dike of native stone 
set in tons of solid earth.

\
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Near the dike are two buildings of major importance, the Hickman House 
and the Shepard Inn. Built in 1845, the two-story Hickman House with 
double chimneys and stepped gables on each end, is the most distinguished 
of several brick residences in the district. The building has been 
adapted for use as a community center, city hall, public library, and 
other offices. Directly across the street is the Shepard Inn, the 
original 1820 section covered with a subdued Victorian frame front, i

Dominating the district is the Jefferson County Courthouse, built 
in 1845 on the site of the original log courthouse. It is a si 
brick neo-classical building. Across Gay Street is the Hynds 
a two-story frame rectangular dwelling typical of Dandridge 
aorth and east of the Hynds House is a sizeable landscaped 
spring considered by some to be ideal for a small town parl^ 
east, the Hynds property joins the Revolutionary War Cemetc 
Durial ground of several men who fought in the war.
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terian.Another prominent building in the district is the Hopewell 
Dhurch, built in 1879. The red brick building curiously show 
)f the Victorian age in which it was built. On the northwest edg&~tr 
:he district is the Pain House, a recently restored two-story red brick 
structure with an 1-wing. When built in 1845, it was considered one of 
:he most elegant dwellings in the area. A combinations smoke and 

wash-house, and a row of slave quarters also remain on the property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ------- -- /'^ /

The location of Dandridge along important earlyVry^e and &ta§e 
routes, resulted in the developmei^ of a small but'-lictlsr^\d^iifmiunity 
in the years before the Civil War.\ It also resulted iirrt^citizenry 
prosperous enough to build substantial and sometimes fashionable 
dwellings, which form the core of the proposed district.

In 1783, thirteen years before Tennessee became a state, the first 
permanent white settlers were attracted to the Dandridge area by 
the French Broad River and a good spring (located near the Hynds 
House). Two years later, the Hopewell Presbyterian Church was 
organized. By 1792, the settlement had grown to such an extent that 
Governor William Blount designated the new county of Jefferson in 
the Territory South of the Ohio River. Francis Dean, a wealthy 
landowner, gave 50 acres for Dandridge which became the county seat 
in 1793. It bears the distinction of being the only town in the 
United States named for Martha Dandridge Washington.

Dandridge became a regular stop for boats carrying provisions up 
and down the French Broad River. It was also a major stage stop 
on the road between Abingdon, Virginia, and Knoxville, Tennessee, 
as well as a road traveled by stock traders operating between 
Tennessee and North Carolina. As a result, it had an abundance 
of early taverns, three of which are still standing—the Roper 
Tavern, Shepard’s Inn, and the Hickman House. According to Eastin 
Morris’ Tennessee Gazetteer, published in 1834, Dandridge had by 
that time 300 inhabitants, including "three lawyers, three doctors, 
two divines, one academy, two schools, four stores, two taverns, 
four blacksmiths, one bricklayer, two carpenters, three cabinetmaker^, 
one painter, one hatter, two tailors, two shoemakers, one saddler, 
two tanners, one wagonmaker, and one wheelwright." The list illus­
trates that the town had developed sufficiently to support a variety 
of artisans as well as the usual and necessary professions. The 
period through the 1850’s continued to be prosperous because during 
that decade several banks were established and the first newspaper 
was published. After the Civil War, however, trade shifted to towns 
and cities located on the railroads and Dandridge began to decline.

Little is 1 known about the earliest structures in Dandridge, although 
it is probably a safe assumption that they were log. When the 
first frame or. brick buildings were built is also unknown. The
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont.)

majority of nineteenth century structures remaining in the proposed 
district predate the Civil War and are in simple classical revival 
styles. Although there is an occasional evidence of "gingerbread," 
later nineteenth century structures are modest in scale and almost 
devoid of any ornament. There remains an obvious correlation between 
the architecture of Dandridge and the economic and commercial growth 
and decline of the town.
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Dr. William J. Murtagh 
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Department of the Interior 
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Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murta^:

Enclosed please find the forms necessary for the 
nomination of Dandridge Historical District to the 
National Register of Historic Places.

If any additional information is needed, please let 
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Michael y. Smith 
State Liaison Officer, PL 89-665
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Enc.
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DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
PROPOSAL FOR PROJECT TN-1078-0SC 

DANDRIDGE HISTORIC DISTRICT, 
DANDRIDGE, TENNESSEE

The Department of Housing and Urban Development has received 
an application from the Town of Dandridge, Tennessee (Project 
Nxnnber TN-1078-OSC), for matching funds to be used in the acquisition, 
restoration, and adaptation for use as a public library and for 
municipal meeting and office space of Roper Tavern, a historic 
structure within the Dandridge Historic District, an area listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places,

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966 and the provisions of Executive Order 11593, "Protection 
and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment" (May 13, 1971), the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development proposes to fund the /
application subject to the conditions specified below: /

/

1. In restoring and adapting Roper Tavern, the Town 
of Dandridge will preserve the essential 
architectural and historical integrity of the 
structure, including significant features of both 
the exterior and interior.

Off-Street parking in conjunction with the Roper 
Tavern project will be appropriately landscaped 
to screen it from the street and from adjacent 
historic structures.

Pursuant to Section 3(f) of Executive Order 11593, 
"Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural 
Environment" (May 13, 1971), the Department of 
Interior, Office of Archeology and Historic 
Preseirvation will be afforded an opportunity, 
ordinarily not to exceed fifteen (15) working days, 
to review and comment upon the proposed plans for 
the restoration and adaptive renovation of Roper 
Tavern at the earliest stage of consideration, 
after submission of such plans to the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development,

,r|
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Honorrtl. J««. H._XiU«. ^ .|S|!?|f

House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C, ^ • • *,..,v,;■•*’*> " . .fc, ,v ',. ■ ,...,r^

Dear Mr. c^illen: Vi ,i^:

4' vu

^-•‘■■V- ■ •' V'"'iA:#- S
........

Acting Secretary Frizzell has asked »e to ackx»>wledge yoar 
inquiry on behalf of Mrs, Bert Vincent concerning listing 
the {{ynds House in Jefferson County, Tennessee, in the 
National Register of Historic Places.

^ t " '®. A 4

,^’/V ‘ ‘r-. '€:::

He appreciate your Interest in this aatter and will provide
t opportunity.

Sincerely yours.

you a reply at our ^rliest opportunity.

Asg,:^
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JAMES H. QUILLEN 
District, Tennessee

., comwittiSes: 
RULES 

Ranking Member

STANDARDS OF OFFICIAL 
CONDUCT

Conpess of rtje Sltitteli States
^ousie of i^epresientattbesi 

®lag6ington, 50.C. 20515

August 1, 1975

WASHINGTON OFFICES 
Room 102

Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515

DISTRICT OFFICE:
Room 157—First Floor 

Federal (Post Office) Building 
Kingsport, Tennessee 37662

Dear Mr. Frizzell:

• Hynds House
Jefferson County 
Dandridge, Tennessee

,Jlrs. Bert Vincent has been in touch with me regarding 
her desire to have the above cited historical house placed 
on the National Register of Historic Places.

I have enclosed for your ready reference some printed 
particulars concerning this historic landmark, and it is 
my feeling that this house merits such a distinction.

I will deeply appreciate your every consideration 
in this regard, and I look forward to the benefit of 
your advice. 0^'

Honorable Kent Frizzell 
Acting Secretary^ 
Department of the Interior 
Interior Building 
Washington, D. C. 20240
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HY1®S HOUSE
• 1845-1975

The Old Hynds House in Dandrldge, Jefferson County, Tennessee, has had 

an interesting history. It has the distinction of being on the site of the 

first settlement of the quaint little town of Dandridge. The reason for 

this being its big spring in the back yard.

Tradition has it that a still-house had been erected close by the spring, 

and the commissioners, who were appointed to lay out the little town were so 

pleased with the quality of liquor it made they decided it to be the best 

location for the town. Liquor being used as a means of exchange with the 

Indians in those long-ago days (1792.)

The house was built in 1845 by Shad rack Inman, and given as a bridal pre­

sent to his daughter, Elizabeth, when she married Judge Bradford. He also 

gave her the gift of a slave vyoman, named “Tish'', and built a large basement 

for Tish to live in. The deed of Oct. 7, 1847 reads:

"Dhadrack Inman to Judge W. M. Bradford and wife Elizabeth 

and their heirs, for love and affection."

The house was owned, and some of the rooms occupied by the D. H. Meek 

family during the years of the V\'ar Between the States, The Xmo big front 

rooms were used as a hospital by the Confederates after the seige of Knox­

ville, when skirmishes were all around Jefferson County. Tho beds were poor 

and crude, being only ticks of straw placed on the floors in these two large- 

front rooms for the sick and wounded soldiers. And the big spring in the 

back yard gave good, cold water for the parched lips of sick men and swathes 

for feverish brows and v^ounds.
The old Jefferson County Courthouse, built same year as Hynds House-184>' 

stands just a few foot from tlu-. long front porch of this house. The court­

house was often used by soldiers as their head-quarters during the War iv^^tween 

The States. And their sick men cared for in this old house. The soldiers 

roplonlshod their canteens from the rhod spring water. ^



VoF.g'P Hynds House
* ** « * *

Along the south bonier of the backyard of this old house lies the old­

est burial ground in this section of the state...The Revolutionary War Grave­

yard .
This old graveyard is the site of the first church building of Hope- 

v;oll Presbyterian Church. A little one room log iiouse, organized in 1785*

The old graveyard is still owned by Iiopewell Presbyterian Church today. In 

this graveyard is the soldier's monument, erected to the memory of ten sold­

iers of the Revolutionary V/ar who died in or near Dandridge.

This monument was erected in IS'S^"* Martha Dandridge Garden Club,

and the club has as their project the care ard up-keep of the old grave-yaid.

On January 14, 1864, the left wing of the Confederate Army under Gen­

eral Longstreet surprised the Union Forces under General Granger in Dandridge, 

and after a short skirmish, General Longstreet drove the Yanks back to Knox­

ville. After the battle, or skirmish, a Dandridge woman, living in Hynds 

House, invited the Confederate Officers in for a celebration, in which Gen­

eral Granger, the Union Commander, had been a guest the night before. The 

General had left a bottle of brandy and from it the Confederate Officers 

drank a satix^ical toast to him!

In the front hall-way of this old house is a beautiful hand-carved 

oldtime stair-way leading to the second floor. The nine large rooms, with 

high ceilings, deeply recessed doors, many small pane windows, covered with 

old fashioned blinds, and the tall hand carved wood mantles are all work of 

the pioneer days.
The basement under tiie present kitchen was used as slave quarters 

and also for cooking and is unchanged.
Here in Dandridge, the second oldest town in the State, nas stood 

the Old Mynds House for one hundred and thirty years (13D.) But time has 

dealt kindly with the old place. And it has always been loved and well cared

for.
&



• ^ PaP.Q Hvnds House

In 186f! It was bouf.ht by Krs Anne Hynds, widow of Judge Robert II. Ilynds 

from the D, H. Meek family. It has been owned and occupied by the Hynds 

family since that date. It is now owned and occupied by Mrs Bert Vincent, 

(Mrs Vincent formerly Ellen Hynds) and her late husband, Eert, the well 

known arid beloved columnist for the Knoxville News-Sentinel for 39 years.

So, Old Hynds House has been a laiid-mark in Dandridpe for I30 years.

It stands enhanced, mellowed, and rich in its history and its place in the 

making of Dandridge history, the little town so full of human interest, that 

tells so much of the pioneer times, the beginnings of our county and state. 

Tlie tragedy of the wars, and the countless other things that have occurred 

in the making of what is now Tennessee.

And W8 hope it always remainsj for someone has always loved this old 

house, it was built for love... Built for a bride.

Since the Old Hynds House has played a big part in making of inter­

esting historical Dandridge and Jefferson County, we hope its fate will be 

as quoted from Proverbs, Chapter 22> Verse 28^

"Remove not the ancient landmarks which thy fathers have set,"
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DANDRIDGE — The historical old Hynds spring is not 
going to be destroyed. And Dandridge folks, especially 
Mrs. Anne Hynds, are feeling good about that.

This spring, the fount and foundation of Dandridge, is 
about 20 yards from the rear door of the old Hynds house. 
It booms its good water from the ground end sends it 
flowing off through beds of water cress and mint. It flows 
right on down against what will be the dyke TVA Is build­
ing to keep Douglas Dam Lake from flooding a big part 
of Old Dandridge.

The TVA is to install a pump down there by the dyke 
to lift the water from this spring over the wall, and into 
the lake. This will be necessary because water from the 
spring eventually would make a lake big enough to cover 
ns much of Dandridge as the Douglas Dam Lake would. 
The spring has a swift.fast flow.

TVA could have taken tlie sjiring from Mrs. Hynds.
■ Could have plugged it up. They have done so with otlier 
springs. This probably would have been the economical 
tiling to have done. It’s going to cost quite a bit to keep a 
pump tlirowing the water over the wall. But tills old spring 
is just too much a part of Dandridg.e to permit it to be 
destroyed. And too, Mrs. Hynds, and other Dandridge 
folks — well, they can raise plenty of cain when their 
dander’s really upl

1 have read some of the history of this old spring, and 
it is quite Interesting. If you have time I’ll tell you about 
it.

CHUKt:il SiOOD CLOSE BY IT
Way Inick in 17')2 wlille Ceorgi'VViisliliigton was I’resi- 

denl, live men cmiie to (ills spot on the i'rench Broad 
River looking for llie ln'M site for ihe county si'at of tlie 
new thmniv of ji'flernoii. E'roiii reading nlioiir them 1 can 
just nee iliein, iiiid lieiir them lalkiiig. Down the spring 
In niti li llu'v ioinid a mill house, riiey slopped,

"liils siMe is good lli|iioi,'' said one, siiiaeklog his 
Iqs., Iio.'il I 1 voi liislid," saiil Iinoliiei , . , "l |0| iiy 

I* rnvig.** And Ihi'v nil did.

Goidrush Prepares 
For Busy Season

Figures show that tourism 
across the state has accelerated 
over early 1971, up 127 per cent 
in Cumberland Park and up 50 
per cent in Great Smoky Moun­
tains National Park. Goidrush 
Junction has prepared for a busy 
year.
To meet expected challenge, the 

management of Goidrush Junction 
has invested out-of-season ex­
penditures of thousands of dol­
lars locally to Improve and 
beautify the facilities for the 
enjoyment of Goidrush visitors.
Helmet Koechert can be seen 

dally plying his expert skills in 
a near-lost and ancient cruft, 
the art of metal spinning. Deftly 
he turns out orlglnnl creations 
in brn.ss, copijer, and aluminum, 

Blacksmllhlng ns a trade is ns 
old an ilie ago of metalri. Tlie 
’‘smltiiy” was tlie number one 
artisan in Ids coniiminity.

On Laughing Creek within the 
park area. Mi s. Olivia Siiiltli’n 
collection oi niiHqiie dolls is of 
infinite variety.

On Highway 441 at the entrance 
to Goidrush Junction, an unusual 
flavor of yesterday has been 
achieved. Cross Ties Restaurant 
is housed hi tliree shiny railroad 
dining cars connected to an old 
locomotive. The adjacent gift 
shop is a replica of the Southern 
Railway Station at Scottsboro, 
Alabama. Each aspect is authen­
tic.
Mountain Meadows Travel 

Trailer Park has a beautiful set­
ting overlooking the Smokies. All 
camping facilities are available.

Among Oilier things to see and 
do at Goidrush will be swimming 
III one of die south’s largest 
pool,I, hoi (ir'.'ihoe pltclilti(', an 
OI Irlniil kiille nliop, a aiiwinlll.
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Fount of Dandrldge, where Davy Crockett would drink.

Another fellow took the jug. Turned it up. Down went a 
dram, or so, gurgle, gurgle. Then he passed the jug on 
around. All took big drams.

'Tt must be tlie water,” one sunnised, "Can’t make 
good liquor 'less there’s good water."

Tht;n this committee of five left the still Iwuse and 
started looking around. Tliey came to the big spring. They 
drank from a gourd aJi Indian had left Itanglng on a limb. 
Again they smacked their lips.

"Good water," they all agreed, "Veryexcellentwater.” 
Near the big sprbig tlu?y saw a log meeting house, w’hlch 

by the way, was the founding of the Hopewell Presbyterian 
Clturch.

Folks mixed their religion and liquor in those days, 
and didn’t go to hell any faster tlian they do today. Here 
they found both, good liquor from good water, and a clmrch 
house already built, a little one-room log house. So, tliey 
made up tJicir minds riglit tiien:

"This will be the County-Seat of Jefferson County.” 
And so It was. The town of Dandrldge v/as laid out 

around tliis spring.
HOUSK ONCE SERVED AS HOSPITAL 

But that isn’t all die liistory tills spring lias. During die 
Civil War tile large Hynds house where Mrs, Hynds and 
her dnugliter, Ellen, live, and which is over a hundred 
years old Itself, was used as a hospital for the soldiers.

-ywrr- ■;v ■

'O i'O-

''' . ^'

-IV;
,0'v

h

n coiiiiiumUy liiill ior ol'lslera, 
A D’lii-il'iioiiitiiMlIniial churcli is 
also in die makings.

‘Frosfy’* Hoit Elected 
Mayor Of Goidrush
Mr. "Frosty” Holt, Coach 

Emeritus of Carson-Newmsn 
College has been duly elected 
‘mayor’ of Goidrush Junction at 
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee.
For over forty years Mr. Holt 

has been associated with football, 
basketiiall mid baseball at 
C arson-Newman.
"Frosty’s” duties at Goidrush 

are ambassadorial. He is espe­
cially interested in people, in 
seeing his many friends and past 
saidents, his atiielctcs graduated 
and dteir families. His office 
hours are; Saturday tlirough 
Wednesday - weekly.

This spring gave water for the 
parched lips of sick men and 
cool swathes for feverish brows 
and wounds.
These soldiers are all dead now. 

And the men who felt the need of 
good water to make good liquor 
— Alexander Outlaw, "who had 
the blood of Finglisii kings in his 
veins,” George Doherty, "Hero 
of King’s Mountain,” Garrett 
Fitzgerald, Andrew Henderson, 
and Hugii Kelso — they long since 
have turned to dust.

But the old historical spring 
still booms its good water from 
the ground, and sends it flov/ing 
tlirough beds of mint and water 
cress. And it will contittue to 
boom and flow. Even TV A 
wouldn’t want to destroy anytiibig 
with so many sentimental attach­
ments, and such ricli historical 
Interests.

! .
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MRS. ETHEL HYTOWER of Talbott, Tenn., 
wnlcs:•■I drove in the alley and went a I'Hle waV*! 
into your back yard. It is just an amphithea­
ter, a dream stop. I was afraid I would get

*^^>''f*^wm°leave you a bunch of wild phlox 
sonieSe. It seeL to belong in a gar j 
vours. Wine has been a beautiful sight this
Reason. It is going out now.’

Thank you, Mrs. Hytower, for your kind 
words. You can snoop all you want to- an^ 
you certainly will not be trespassing There 
are no gates to open, nor fences to cross, 
and no signs saying “Keep Out.

People come in just when they feel like 
it. Often we look out the side door ana 
kitchen window, and see total strangers 
sitting in chairs under the maple tree, or 
just walking around looking. We don t 
mind.
Often too, we see total strangers who have 

parked their cars in the alley and are walk- 
fng around in the lower yard like you were 
Sometimes they come all the way up to the

®’’Bv^the way, that alley is named Grave-j 
yard Alley, because of two graveyards. The i 
old Revolutionary War Soldiers Graveyard is i 
on one end, across from the old Shepherd ; 
Inn. And the Harris private graveyard is on 
the other end, across from Bill McMahan s i
home. , , . .Did y6u notice that log and rock cabin in , 
the back yard? That’s something the likes of 
which there ain’t nothing else anywhere. It 
is my own personal architecture. I designed 
it. And I studied no plans. No one told me 
what to make it look like. And 1 didn’t know 
myself what it would look like, until Russell 
Bragg, the builder, had put it together.

The lower part is a garage. The upstairs is 
a small apartment. It is just as odd and dif­
ferent looking as anything you see from the 
outside. But folks like to live in it. Mrs. Iva 
Hale Smith Is living there nhw. She Says it is 
her cabin and she is going to stay there. And 
we like her so well she could live there rent 
free, if she wanted to.

That back yard—well, if it is pretty, 
.and lots of people say it is. we don’t de­
serve any credit for it . . . We didn’t lay 
it out. It’s just there, and has been there, 
naturally, for 119 years, or since the 
house was built. That was 16 years before 
the Civil War.

Ileic's an inteiTsling story about the spring 
ami Daiidridgc. When .Icffcrsim County was 
laid out in 1792, three men were sent out to 
locate a place for the county seat. They came 
down the French Broad River and, where 
Dandridge now is, they found a branch run­
ning into the French Broad. They tied up 
their boat, walked up the branch, and found 
this spring.

Well sir, they were pleased. And they 
also found a still house, and they were 
pleased. And they found a little log meet­
ing house, or church. Dean’s Lower Meet­
ing House, and they were pleased. These 
things were recommendation enough for 
a county seat town.
Now, don’t look down your nose about that 

still house with the meeting house. These 
were very essential in those pioneer days, 
good spring water, a liquor still, and a place ■
to worship. ................So the three men said: “This shall be the 
town of Dandridge.” And so it was -named 
for Martha Dandridge, wife of George Wash-
’"s'ome of the historians say it is the second 
oldest town in the state. Jonesboro being the 
oldest. But historians in Kingston claim their 
town is the second oldest. We at our house 
just let them fight it out.

Our old plank house was built so close to 
the street that the sidewalk bends around to 
keep off the front porch. We keep our front 
door shut all the time, and locked most of 
the time.

When we really want privacy we lock 
all the doors. Then if the door bells ring 
and the telephone rings, we just let them 
ring.
The house is old. It was used as a hos­

pital during the Civil War, and we still find 
old relics and coins buried in the yard. The 

. house is roomy. It’s plenty cold in the winter- 
\ time, but during spring and summer, right 
\ now, it is a pleasure.
'4 Being that the spring is the fountain of 

T)andridge, and this place is the beginning of 
Dandridge, when we are through living here, 
(a long time off, I hope) we may turn the 
place over to the city of Dandridge as a pub­
lic park, or whatever wants to be done 
with it.

And the old spring, why, the Indians drank 
water out of that spring. And hundreds of 
years later, Davy Crockett dipped water from 
that spring with a gourd when he was court­
ing Polly Findley. He married her in 1806, if 
you like to remember dates. _____ _____

GIVE-A-WAYS; 
Phone 522-0487.

Three part-Persian kittens.
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GIVE-A-WAYS; Two ducks. Mother says 

her children are alergic to their feathers. 
Phone 588-1628.

GIVE-A-WAY: Solid white female kitten.
House broken. Phone 522-7058. ____
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