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Svatos Barn

Site # CZ 16

1. Frank Svatos Rubblestone Barn.

2. Zlskov Township 
Tabor Vicinity
South Dakota Code: 046

First Congr. District 
Yankton County Code: 135

3. Building; Privately owned; NA acquisition; Occupied; Restricted access; 
Agricultural.

4. Jerry Herman 
RR 1
Tabor, SD 57063

7. Good; Unaltered; Original site.

5. Register of Deeds
Yankton County Courthouse 
Yankton, SD 57078

The Frank Svatos Barn is an unaltered rectangular rubblestone structure 
situated on a working farm in western Yankton County. It is located about 
one mile from the Mathias Herkwan Barn (CZ 13), to which it bears a striking 
resemblance. The dimensions of the barn are 61 feet in length and 24 feet in 
width. The masonry wall was built directly flush with the ground to a height 
of about 10 feet. A wood frame wall of approximately 2‘’4” was placed atop 
the stone wall. Large round and square machine-cut celling Joists are set 
into the stone wall with the ends exposed on the west axial facade. The 
barn's gable roof was constructed of 30 common rafters with transverse braces 
near the peak and covered with horlzonal boards and wooden shingles. Rafter 
spacing is 24 Inches. A galvanized ridge cap and two wooden vented cupolas 
are in place at the peak.

The Barn is entered via two small Dutch doors on the east facade and a 
large door on the south gable end. For outside access to the hay loft, two 
small doors were placed in the wood frame wall on the east facade directly 
above the ground-level entry doors. There is no gable-end entry to the 
loft. Each axial wall has three windows and the north gable end has one 
window. Inside access to the loft is provided by a ladder-stair along the 
east wall. Interior space is bisected by a wood frame partition wall, and 
all interior surfaces are painted white.
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Similar to the Mathias Merlcwan Barn (CZ 13), this site also includes a 
modernized coaxial linear log house. The example at this farm, however. Is 
no longer used as a dwelling. It is Instead used for storage and recently 
has been altered to provide garage space. Yet, enough structural data is 
extant to support the coaxial form discussed in the overview. It is not
eligible for listing.

A vaulted root cellar, with an entry from both inside and outside the 
house, is located Just east of the house.

8. 1869-1899; Architecture, Exploration/Settlement, Czech Ethnic.

Specific date unknown. Frank Svatos, builder.

Significant in architecture, the Svatos Rubblestone Barn is the purest
example of medium-sized Czech masonry barns in the survey area. Its walls,
roof, and fenestration are basically unchanged from when the strcuture was
erected in the 19th Century. Thus, the barn offers an excellent model for 
the study of Czech folk building forms. In addition, the farm site Is one of 
two within one mile of each other that contain similar masonry barns and log 
houses, both Illustrating Czech settlement and folk architecture. The barn 
Is used dally as a hog confinement facility.

The Svatos Barn Is also significant In the history of Czech settlement In 
the state. Frank Svatos Sr. was born In 1836 at Radlhost, Bohemia and
brought his family from there to Dakota Territory in 1870. On the journey 
across the ocean, his two year old son fell from the ship and drowned. 
Despite this Initial tragedy, the Svatos family persevered and became a 
prominent Czech Catholic family in the Tabor, SD area.

Major biographical source; Dvorak (1980), 26, 39, 117.

10. Acreage: less than one acre. 
Quad.: Tabor.

Scale: 1:24,000.
UTM: 14/ 611900/ 4754350.

The boundaries of this property are imaginary lines that connect to form a 
rectangle centered on the rectangular bam. Each line lies 10 feet from the 
exterior walls of the building. The site is located in the Northeast Quarter 
of the Northwest Quarter of Section 30, Township 94 North, Range 57 West, in 
Yankton Cointy,
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SITE PLAN OF FARMSTEAD CONTAINING CZ 16 ON REVERSE SIDE



5iit KLMN iLompiete invnerory or aii structures, tneir runction, aates & aetaiis ot construction, and surrounding vegitation) WITH NORTH ARROW

iZ SURVEY



NPS Form 10«KVa(Me)
OM0 Afipmmi No. 1024^18

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Continuation Sheet

271987

Section number Page

NTame Czech Folk Architecture of Southeastern South Dakota 
buuiH uakIiTA

Nomination/Type of Review

11. Noll, Joseph, Chalkrock Bam
% 9m.

12. Pechan, Frantisek, Log House 'Jk- ■e®

13. Sedlacek, Jacob, Chalkrock House
>«Awe«bd iM

14. §yatos, Frank, Rubblestone Bam

tioaftl Begistar

15. Teibel-Sykora Rubblestone Bam
. -S 4»*V

10, Travnicek, John, Chalkrock House
■T

■ - ‘ ^

17, Walker, Albion, Chalkrock House
.-.bred in tef*

Date/Signature
-^^Weper ^ 7/^/^7

Attest
y^eper ll^/r

Attest
‘/’l^eper AA/

Attest
-^^Reeper

Attest
^iC^per

Attest
'p^'^p er 9)

Attest

'f^epev

Attest

5, Hruska, John, Log House -r-. . .
u^/\.'.VN£R objection-^ ,,, ,Attest

19. Hruska, John, Rubblestone

--- OBJEGTiDOE/ i i d i ‘

5 MuJt.
io5/ M/n- <)

20.

Attest

Keeper

Attest



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Svatos, Frank, Rubblestone Barn (Czech Folk 
Architecture of Southeastern South Dakota 
MRA)~
Yankton County 
SOUTH DAKOTA

□ resubmission
n nomination by person or local government
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Working No. 
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__.RETURN.
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Federal Agency:

Substantive Review: dl sample □ request CD appeal CD NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date

see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name --
2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? CD yes CD no

7. Description

Condition
CD excellent
CD good
CD fair

CD deteriorated
CD ruins
CD unexposed

Check oiM
CD unaltered
CD altered

Check one
CD original site
CD moved date

Describe the present and original (rf known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity
CD aiterations/integrity 
CD dates
CD boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

□ summary paragraph 
O completeness
CU clarity
dl applicable criteria
□ justification of areas checked
□ relating significance to the resource
□ context
□ relationship of integrity to significance
□ justification of exception
□ other

t' ri» : r

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

□ Maps
□ Photographs
□ other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

GPO 918-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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