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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if kﬂom PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
\\

01d Main is constructed of broken coursed, cut stone of local
origin called Sioux Falls Quartzite. It is a three-story structure,
exhibiting a variety of architectural types. The front of the building
presents a large central section with two related, but smaller wings to
each side. The center section is based on an apse and transept plan.
Georgian cupolas, offset to the outside of each wing, tower over a
pediment complete with boxed cornices, decorated friezes and brackets.
A11 decorations are of stamped sheet metal. ‘\

Main and third floor windows are surrounded by sandstone quoins
and are double hung with sandstone mullions. Second-story windows have
transoms. The main entrance is surrounded by an enclosed porch which
rises to provide a ballistrade to the second and third floor. The
main door is 1ike the windows with sandstone lintel and quoins.

Each wing measures 48 ft. x 62 ft. and is attached to the main
building by a narrower extension, also of two stories. A single cupola
rises above a facade on the outer side of these wings.

The rear of the building forms an apse containing a small theatre.
The uppermost part of the third story above the domed roof of the
Qciatre is of wood.

The original building (1883) exhibited a Scandinavian influence
not evident in the existing structure. Its destruction by fire in 1893
and subsequent rebuilding resulted in many major modifications. It
appears that the architecture was adapted to available materials. Many
decorative features came from buildings of the World Columbia Exposition
of 1893 held in Chicago.\‘s

The interior contains classrooms and a theatre. Restoration plans
call for gutting the building and installing more efficient classrooms
and work areas. 01d Main has 45,404 sq. ft. of floor space of which
30,421 could be made useable. '
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[ 15th Century [ 17th Century X} 19th Century
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) i ; -
Abor iginal @ Education - [] Political [0 Urban Planning
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] Architecture [J Landscape [] Sculpture
O Art Architecture [} Social/Human- \
[J Commerce [0 Literature ttarion \:
[0 Communications ] Military [] Theater
[ Conservation [] Music [C] Transportation

STATEWT OF SIGNIFICANCE

01d Main was the first building of higher public e
constructed in Dakot The First Dakota Territorial Legislature
authorized the location® of a territorial university at Vermillion on
April 21, 1862. Little was accomplished toward the establishment of
the University until 1881 when Congress granted 72 sections of land
to Dakota for a University when admitted as a state. This official
action stimulated Vermillion citizens to form a corporate association
to establish the University of Dakota. As the result of efforts of
this group, Clay County issued $10,000 in bonds on March 13, 1882.

The Vermillion Association used the proceed of the bonds to
construct the west wing of University Hall (01d Main) in 1883. That
same year the legislature ratified and sustained the action and
accepted the building as a free gift. In 1884-1885, the center
portion of the building was constructed, and the east wing was added
in 1887.

01d Main is constructed of a pink quartzite which is locally
quarried near Sioux Falls, South Dakota and is no longer used for .
building stone. Mr. W. L. D later Sioux Falls, served
as the architect for the entire structure.

In October of 1893, 01d Main was gutted by fire. The basic shell
remained and the building was immediately rebuilt. Clay County
contributed $30,000, with the City of Vermillion and its citizenry
contributing an additional $12,500. Incorporated into the recon-
struction were materials and decorations from buildings at the World
Columbia Exposition. These included items such as a series of
stamped metal friezes on the exterior front of the building.

01d Main served as the center of activity for the University for
a number of years. The building remains as one of the few surviving
structures that are both sound and significant in the heritage and
traditions of this area.

As the original structure of the University of South Dakota, O1d
Main serves as an expressive tie to every graduate with the past.

Present plans call for a complete renovation of the interior and
restoration of the exterior. It is intended to use the structure, once

L___restored, for administrative offices and classrooms.
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Moore, Young, III, "01d Main," A Report to the Grants Coordinator of the
University of South Dakota, March 12, 1970.

South Dakota Regents of Education, A Building Survey of South Dakota

Institutions Under the Direction of the Regents of Education, Pierre,

University of South Dakota, July 10,

SD: State of South Dakota Printing Office, 1950.

A personal interview with Dr. Cedrick E. Cummins, Department of History,

1972.
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PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE PROPERTY IS RESUBMITTED. DATE: ~3/26/73
NAME OF PROPERTY 0AD MAIN

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your
office for clarification of the information indicated below.

1. Name.

2. Location.

3. Classification.

4, Owner of Property.

5. Location of Legal Description.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys.

7. Description.

8. Statement of Significance.

9. Bibliography.

10. Geographical Data.
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates.

b. Acreage.

11. Form Prepared By.

12. Certification.

e -

Photographic Coverage.

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiatioc
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy the National Register
criteria in full.

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked.

SIGNED /’:)
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FOR NPS USE ONLY
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Clark Street
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South Dakota 40 Clay 027

SOURCE:

United States Geologic Survey - Vermillion, S. Dak.-Nebraska Quadrangle

scace: 1:24,000

oate: 1969

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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SOUTH DAKOTA HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM ¢ W.H. OVER DAKOTA MUSEUM
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH DAKOTA « VERMILLION, SOUTH DAKOTA « TELEPHONE 677-5228
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BOARD MEMBERS

Mrs. Lioyd Alexander
Clark, South Dakota

loe Cash April 9, 1973

Joe Casl
Vermillion, South Dakota

William J. Murtagh

The National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

Enclosed is the nomination form for 01d Main, which we are re-
submitting with a U.S.G.S. map.

: 01d Main is being considered for Meeting House Proposal funds from
UASJEﬂﬁFCE the National Trust for Historic Preservation, and should be considered a
ONOFFICER " high priority site in terms of its early review by the National Register.

llion, South Dakota

Thank you.

DIRECTOR

ohn Derby

emillion, South Dakota Sincerely,

(/(/\/ L N—

ohn J. [Little, Director
South Dakota Historic Preservation

JJL/ss
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STATE SOUTH DAKOTA

Date Entered APR i o

Name Location

0ld Main Vermillion
Clay County

Hon. James G Al .glso Fotified :au xm:u Preservation :::m
Hon. George MoGovern o Jums R, Giliihan, Bire
B E. Denhol Wele Over Dakota Museum
Director, Midwest Region Wnivernity of -

Vermillion, South Dakota 57060
(—E NRowland:1lmp 5-1-73
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e Pagl Byt G514 il

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT >

/
L.

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIFIENT

-
=
a
. . . o o o gl A-Stat: H-C i i
&(01d Main Stabaliztion Project. Vermillion, &;m';sﬁ.g. l—lh?i;sr.";‘::é?u::tﬂ?:aﬁzggmim
B - . U
i Clay County. O01d Main was the earliest structure | Distrct K-Other (Spocify)
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9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE
o A-Basic Grant D-Insurance
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E C-Loan priate leiter(s)
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AL h I D-Continuati >
South Da kota 655 ,000 B-Ronain Continastion Eater appropriate letter E
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I F-0th
s. FEDERAL | § 75,000.00 | 2. APPLICANT ] b. PROJECT g__DmeE;; “:.r; or (Specify) :
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e. STATE 00 | 16. PROJECT START 17. PROJECT E-Lancelistion A
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d. LOCAL .00 19 /8 30 6 Months priate leiter(s)
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BE SUBMITTED T
f. TYOTAL | 150,000Q00 FEDERAL AGENCY B 1978 12 05

20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name, City, Stats, ZIP code)

21. REMARKS ADDED

Dept. of the Interior, HCRS, Washington D.C. 20240 [ Yes [] No
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E 23. a. TYPED NAWME AND TITLE SIGNATURE /,r\ c. DATE SIGNED
CERTIFYING a Year wmonth da
B | RepRe. John J. Little, SHPO A ( w78 12 05
“ | SENTATIVE : \\ M
24, AGENCY NAME V 25. APPLICA- Year month doy
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RECEIVED 19 /8-12-06

26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT

HERITAGE

27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

GRANTS | 2. FEDERAL APPLICATION

IDENTIFICATION

S| CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION
§ 29. ADDRESS 30. FEDERAL GRANT
& | WASHINGTON, D. C. 20243 e sb=0bas
& [ s1. AcTiON TAKEN |32 FUNDING Year wmonth day | 34. Year month day
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33. a. In taking above action, any comments received from clearinghouses were con- | b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL
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s e SAME_AS_#35
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