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University of South Dakota
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DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

South Dakota Historic Preservation
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If knoMf) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Old Main is constructed of broken coursed, cut stone of local 
origin called Sioux Falls Quartzite. It is a three-story structure, 
exhibiting a variety of architectural types. The front of the building 
presents a large central section with two related, but smaller wings to 
each side. The center section is based on an apse and transept plan. 
Georgian cupolas, offset to the outside of each wing, tower over a 
pediment complete with boxed cornices, decorated friezes and brackets. 
All decorations are of stamped sheet metal.

Main and third floor windows are surrounded by sandstone quoins 
and are double hung with sandstone mullions. Second-story windows have 
transoms. The main entrance is surrounded by an enclosed porch which 
rises to provide a ballistrade to the second and third floor. The 
main door is like the windows with sandstone lintel and quoins.

Each wing measures 48 ft. x 62 ft. and is attached to the main 
building by a narrower extension, also of two stories. A single cupola 
rises above a facade on the outer side of these wings.

The rear of the building forms an apse containing a small theatre. 
The uppermost part of the third story above the domed roof of the 
theatre is of wood.

The original building (1883) exhibited a Scandinavian influence 
not evident in the existing structure. Its destruction by fire in 1893 
and subsequent rebuilding resulted in many major modifications. It 
appears that the architecture was adapted to available materials. Many 
decorative features came from buildings of the World Columbia Exposition 
of 1893 held in Chicago.

The interior contains classrooms and a theatre. Restoration plans 
call for gutting the building and installing more efficient classrooms 
and work areas. Old Main has 45,404 sq. ft. of floor space of which 
30,421 could be made useable.
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PERIOD (Check One or Mare ms Appropriate)

I I Pre-Columbian | CH 16th Century

I I 15th Century CH 17th Century

,1 I 18th Century 
19th Century

fXI 20th Century,

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Apptlcabte and Known) 1883 (original ) lg^-3

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginol

I I Prehistoric 
n Historic 

I i Agriculture 
n Architecture 
□ Art 
r~i Commerce 
r~] Communicotions 
i i Conservotion

Educotion □ Political

□ Engineering □ Religion/Phi.
□ Industry losophy

□ Invention . □ Science

□ Landscape Q Sculpture

Architecture Q Sociol/Human-

□ Literoture

□ Military Q Theoter

n Music 03 Tronsportotion

n Urban Planning 
□ Other (Specify)
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STATElX^^T OF SIGNIFICANCE gg

Old Main was the first building of higher public ^ 
constructed in DakotJ^v The First Dakota Territorial Legislature 
authorized the locatior^of a territorial university at Vermillion on 
April 21, 1862. Little was accomplished toward the establishment of 
the University until 1881 when Congress granted 72 sections of land 
to Dakota for a University when admitted as a state. This official 
action stimulated Vermillion citizens to form a corporate association 
to establish the University of Dakota. As the result of efforts of 
this group. Clay County issued $10,000 in bonds on March 13, 1882.

The Vermillion Association used the proceed of the bonds to 
construct the west wing of University Hall (Old Main) in 1883. That 
same year the legislature ratified and sustained the action and 
accepted the building as a free gift. In 1884-1885, the center 
portion of the building was constructed, and the east wing waS added 
in 1887.

Old Main is constructed of a pink quartzite which is locally 
quarried near Sioux Falls, South Dakota and is no longer used for 
building stone. Mr. W. L. Dow of Yanktonlater Sioux Falls, served 
as the architect for the entire structure.

In October of 1893, Old Main was gutted by fire. The basic shell 
remained and the building was immediately rebuilt. Clay County 
contributed $30,000, with the City of Vermillion and its citizenry 
contributing an additional $12,500. Incorporated into the recon­
struction were materials and decorations from buildings at the World 
Columbia Exposition. These included items such as a series of 
stamped metal friezes on the exterior front of the building.

Old Main served as the center of activity for the University for 
a number of years. The building remains as one of the few surviving 
structures that are both sound and significant in the heritage and 
traditions of this area.

As the original structure of the University of South Dakota, Old 
Main serves as an expressive tie to every graduate with the past. 
Present plans call for a complete renovation of the interior and 
restoration of the exterior. It is intended to use the structure, once 
restored, for administrative offices and classrooms. .......... ...........



Moore, Young, III, "Old Main," A Report to the Grants Coordinator of the 
University of South Dakota, March 12, 1970.

South Dakota Regents of Education, A Building Survey of South Dakota 
Institutions Under the Direction of~the Regents of Education, Pierre, 
SD: State of South Dakota Printing Office, l950.

A personal interview with Dr. Cedrick E. Cummins, Department of History, 
University of South Dakota, July 10, 1972.
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NAME AND Tl TLE:

Paul Putz, Researcher
ORGAN! ZATION

South Dakota Historic Preservation
DATE.

12-12-72
STREET AND NUMBER: • ' ’ . . ,

W. H. Over Dakota Museum. University of South Dakota
CITY OR TOWN:

Vermillion
12. STATE LIAISON OFEtCER CERTIF1CA I ION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-66S).‘ I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of si^ificance of this nomination is:

N/Uonal /□ /) State- ; Local □

IGillihanimes E.

Title State Liaison Officer

Date December 12, 1972

<Nniith Daknta
NATIONAL REGISTER VSRIFteATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology andHist/r\c Preservation
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TECH REVIEW

Photos

CONTROL REVIEW

4 IS. 73

HISTORIAN

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

ARCHEOLOGIST

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER

National Register write-up ______

Federal Register entry ') ^

Send-back ^ 73

Re-submit ^ l3. "IS 
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1<AP REFERENCE
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1. Property broundories where required.

2. North arrow.
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STATE BOBfg mxim

Date Entered
APR 2 4 1973

Name Location

Vnmmifln 
ffiUqr Swoitf

Also Notified
&&• Janes G. Aboureslr

^Director, Midwest Begion
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Stats Ustsrie PrwMrpatisn Offissr 
Sr. JiMws X. omitea, Sirtstor 
V.H* 09sr SniGSta Ifasan 
Qaiveraity sf Soatb Sakata 
VsndlUoa, Soatk Sakata 570i9
NRowlandtlmp 5-1-73



FEDERAL ASSISTANCE
*• □ PRL'FP!.ICATION

action [3 APPLICATION
□ f^CTinCATlCN OF IHTEHT (Opt)

2. APPLI- a. NUMBER
CANrS
APPLI­ b. DATE
CATION

□ REPORT OF FEDERAL ACTION

3. ^ ,TE 
APPLICA* 
TION 
IDENTI­
FIER

I. NUMBER00602078
b. DATE 

ASSIGNED
Year month day

1978 1 31
Leave
Blanh

4. LEGAL APPLICANT/KECIPIENT

t. Applinnl llaiM 
b. Orpnlzalion Unit 
e. Stnet/P.O. Box 
d. City 
1. State 
h. Contact Parson (t/ama 

& telephone No.)

'State of South Dakota 
'Historical Preservation Center
'USD Alumni House 
; Vermin ion ..County tQigy
South Dakota *• ^"’“*'•'57069 
Paul Putz 677/5314

■OYER IDENTIFICATION NO.

PRO.
GRAM
(From
Federal
Catalog)

«. NUMBER 1 |5 I* |9 |0 41
b. TITLE
Historic Preservation

I
7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANTS PROJECT

Old Main Stabaliztion Project. Vermillion,
Clay County. Old Main was the earliest structure 
used for public education purposes in South Dakota. 
Architecturally it is an interesting and significant
adaption of Neo-Colonial styation.

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 
A-Stata 
B-Intsrstala 
C-Substata 

District 
D-Couaty 
E-Clly
F-School District 
G-Spscial Parpoa.District

H-Community Action Ajaney 
I- Hishor Educttioncl Institution j-Indian Tribe 
K-Othar (Specify):

Enter appropriate letter AJ

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Basie Grant D-lnsuranca
B-Supplomantal Grant E-Othar Enter appro- 
C-Loan priate Utter(e)

10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (iVamos o/eitiaa, countiea.
Statu, etc.)

South Dakota
11. ESTIMATED NUM­

BER OF PERSONS BENE.nT!NQ
655,000

12. TYPE OF APPLICATION
A-Hew C-Revisica E-Augmentation
B-Renswal D-Continuatlon

Enter appropriate tetter n 1

PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 15. TYPE OF CHANGE (For tse or ite)

a. FEDERAL $ 75 ,OOO.oo a. AFPLICAfJT b. PROJECT A-Increasa Dollars F-.Othar (Specify):
B-Oecreasa Dollars

b. APPLICANT 75,OOO.oo Statewide 1 C-Incrnsa Duration

e. STATE .00 16. PROJECT START
DATE Year month day19 78 1 2 .30

17. PROJECTDURATION
36 Uonthe

E-Ccncoilation

Enter appro­
priate lctter(a)d. LOCAL .00

a. OTHER .00 18. ESTI.MATED HATE TO
RP C f n U! ITT'STPk "Tf\

Year month day 19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

f. TOTAL s 150.00aoo DC OUCMIIICIJ lU
FEDERAL AGENCY > 19 78 12 05

20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name. City, State. ZIP code)
Dept, of the Interior, HCRS, Washington D.C. 20240

21. REMARKS ADDED 
□ Ye« □ No

THE
APPLICANT
CERTIFIES
THATta-

a. To the bast of my knowladgs and balief, 
data in this proapplicstion/appllcstion are 
true and correct, the dccument baa been 
duly authorized by the gnvaming body of 
the applicant and the applicant will comply 
with the attached assurances if the usist- 
anca la approvod.

b. If reouired by 0MB Circular A-S5 this application was submitted, pursuant to in- 
structiona therein, to apprapriata elaaringhouscs and all responses ara attached:

No re-
eponee

Eeeponee
attached

(ijState Planning
(2)
<3)

□□□
Q

□□23.
CERTIFYING
REPRE­
SENTATIVE

a. TYPED NAME AND TITLE

John J. Little, SHPO
t SIGNATURE c. DATE SIGNED

Year snontA cbv
1978 12 05

24. AGENCY NAME
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

25. APPL!CA- Year month day 
RTCEIVED 19 78-12-06

S
2& ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT HERITAGE 

CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE
27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE GRANTS 

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION
28. FEDERAL APPLICATION IDENTIFICATION

23. ADDRESS

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20243
30. FEDERAL GRANT IDENTIFICATION

46-09382
31. ACTION TAKEN 32. FUNDING Year month day 34. Yaor inonCA day

IjJ a. AWARDED a. FEDERAL $ 75^000 .00 33. ACTION DATE ► 19^7 / /2 STARTING
DATE 19 79 01 01

□ b. RDECTED b. APPLICANT 75.000 .00 35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA- 
TION (^Tam« and telephone number) 36. Year month day

□ e. RETURNED FOR e. STATE .00 ENDING
DATE 19 80 09 30

AMENDMENT d. LOCAL .00 Stephen D. Newman 37. REMARKS ADDED
□ d. DEFERRED a. OTHER .00 202-343-4941
□ a. WITHDRAWN f. TOTAL 5 150.000 .00 □ Yaa 0NO
33.

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A-95 ACTION

a. In taki.-ig above action, any comments received from claarinyhousu were con- 
aidtred. II agency responsa it duo under provisions ot Part 1, 0MB Circular A-SS,
It has been or is being made.

b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL 
(Name and tiiephone no.)

SAME AS //35

DEC 6 igrs
V

. /.-.vr.* V s* •
STAND.MID FORM 424 PAGE 1 (10-75) 

JPrfMribfd f'ed€ral Manag^mttU Circular 7.4-7


