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Descripiion

The Aiken Mile Track complex consists of three concentric tracks and eight contributing
buildings. The tracks are flat, oval, dirt tracks: the center one-half mile track is
used for training; the middle seven-eighths mile track is used for jogging; and the outer
mile track is used for training and racing. The entire track system is surrounded by a
rail fence. Among the buildings included in the complex are a brick stable building,
three frame stables, two grooms' cottages, a barn, and a grandstand. The entrance to the
complex on Banks Mill Road is marked by a brick and iron entrance gate and a wrought iron
fence. Also included in the complex are four modern barns and a blacksmith's shop.

"l T, 4 - s

The Aiken Mile Track was constructed ca. 1936 by Ira Coward for Fred Post, Dunbar
Bostwick, and Roland Harriman on the old Hassler Polo Fields. The track was designed to
train and race trotters. About 1937 Pete Bostwick built a turf track in the infield (middle
track) for flat and hurdle racing. 1In 1938 another strip of turf was added for steeple-
chasing (center track) making the Mile Track capable of handling a diversified training
and racing program. The Aiken Mile Track was the home of the Imperial Cup hurdle race first
run in 1938. The construction of the track added a new dimension to sport in Aiken, and
contributed to its continuing success as a horse training center during the lean years
pgyégggDepression.
T approximately 60 acres

Verba! Boundary Description
The boundary of the Aiken Mile Track is shown as the black line on the accompanying Aiken

County Tax Maps #'s 30-101, 30-088, 30-089, and 30-102, drawn at a scale of 1 inch equals
100 feet. It includes the historic track and the major contributing support buildings.

T ia s

UTM Reverence Point A 17/435320/3711860 D. 17/435000/3711730
B. 17/435150/3711245 E. 17/435110/3711950
C. 17/434780/3711700

Other Information

In a survey which identified properties associated with the Aiken Winter Colony, the
Aiken Mile Track emerged as one of the properties which best illustrated the later years
of the Winter Colony. The Aiken Mile Track is of exceptional importance to the Winter Colony
theme because its construction between 1936 and 1938 added a new dimension to equestrian
activity in Aiken and was instrumental in Aiken's continuing success as a horse training
center during the Depression and during and after World War II.
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Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
j\substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? O yes D no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

O excellent l:] deteriorated [:] unaltered O original site

D good |:| ruins D altered D moved date
D fair D unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

[(J summary paragraph
[ completeness

[ clarity

[ alterations/integrity
[] dates

[C] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

[ summary paragraph
completeness
[ clarity
(] applicable criteria
[ justification of areas checked
[J relating significance to the resource
[J context
[J relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception
[J other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
] Maps

[J Photographs
(] other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to ?41‘/ Ic K ’4 V’O{ Yy S

Signed‘\‘_zm PJ/WW Date ////71,]7/0%/ Phone: 202 ~347 ’752/_3

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Description

The Aiken Mile Track complex consists of three concentric tracks and eight contributing
buildings. The tracks are flat, oval, dirt tracks: the center one-half mile track is
used for training; the middle seven-eighths mile track is used for jogging; and the outer
mile track is used for training and racing. The entire track system is surrounded by a
rail fence. Among the buildings included in the complex are a brick stable building,
three frame stables, two grooms' cottages, a barn, and a grandstand. The entrance to the
complex on Banks Mill Road is marked by.a brick and iron entrance gate and a wrought iron
fence. Also included in the complex are four modern barns and a blacksmith's shop.

Significance’

The Aiken Mile Track was constructed ca. 1936 by Ira Coward for Fred Post, Dunbar
Bostwick, and Roland Harriman on the old Hassler Polo Fields. The track was designed to
train and race trotters. About 1937 Pete Bostwick built a turf track in the infield (middle
track) for flat and hurdle racing. In 1938 another strip of turf was added for steeple-
chasing (center track) making the Mile Track capable of handling a diversified training
and racing program. The Aiken Mile Track was the home of the Imperial Cup hurdle race first
run in 1938. The construction of the track added a new dimension to sport in Aiken, and
contributed to its continuing success as a horse training center during the lean years

RéréggeDepression.
approximately 60 acres
Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary of the Aiken Mile Track is shown as the black line on the accompanying Aiken

County Tax Maps #'s 30-101, 30-088, 30-089, and 30-102, drawn at a scale of 1 inch equals
100 feet. It includes the historic track and the major contributing support buildings.

UTM Reference Point A, 17/435320/3711860 D. 17/435000/3711730
B. 17/435150/3711245 E. 17/435110/3711950
C. 17/434780/3711700

Other Information

In a survey which identified properties associated with the Aiken Winter Colony, the
Aiken Mile Track emerged as one of the properties which best illustrated the later years
of the Winter Colony. The Aiken Mile Track is of exceptional importance to the Winter Colony
theme because its construction between 1936 and 1938 added a new dimension to equestrian
activity in Aiken and was instrumental in Aiken's continuing success as a horse training
center during the Depression and during and after World War II.
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Nomination returned for: echnical corrections cited below 7
substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4, Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? [ yes O no
7. Description
Condition Check one Check one
O excellent [] deteriorated (] unaltered O original site
O good [ ruins [ attered Clmoved  date
O fair |:| unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

[CJ summary paragraph
[ completeness

[ clarity

[ alterations/integrity
(] dates

[C] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

[J summary paragraph . ‘

O completeness o
[ clarity

| applicable criteria

[J justification of areas checked

[J relating significance to the resource

[J context

[ relationship of integrity to significance

[J justification of exception

[ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
(] Maps

[J Photographs
[J Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet




Missing Core Documentation

Property Name Multiple Property Name Reference Number
County, State

Aiken Mile Track Aiken Winter Colony TR 85000991
Aiken, SC

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

____Nomination Form
_X_Photographs
____USGS Map




Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: _ 64000760




