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1. Name__________________________
historic Stokes-MayfieVd House_______________________________

and or common___________________________________________________

2. Location_______________________
street & number 353 Oakland AVGIwe-

0MB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84

For NPS use only
received APR j 7 1984

date entered

N/A not for publication

city, town

-------------------------------------
Rock Hill N/A_ vicinity of

state South Carolina code 045 county York code 091

3. Classification
Category

district
_X- buiiding(s) 

structure 
site 
object

Ownership
public

__private
both

Public Acquisition
H/Ajn process
N/Abeing considered

Status
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no

Present Use
agricuiture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park

X private residence 
reiigious 
scientific 
transportation 
other;

4. Owner of Property
name Addle Stokes Mayfield

Streets number 353 Oakland Avenue

city, town
Rock Hill N/A vicinity of state

South Carolina 29730

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. York County Courthouse

street & number South Congress Street
city, town York state South Carolina 29745
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

South Carolina Inventory of 
title Historic Places has this property been determined eiigibie? -----yes — no

date 1979 federal K__state . county iocal

depository for survey records South Carolina Department of Archives and History 

Columbiacity, town state South Carolina 29211



7. Description
Condition Check one Check one

excellent deteriorated unaltered _original site
X grtnri ruin.<; X altered moved date

fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Stokes-Mayfield House is located in a residential and commercial section which borders 
Winthrop College in Rock Hill, South Carolina. It was designed by architect Julian Starr and 
constructed in 1907 with A. Ei Holler as contractor. The frame house reflects elements of 
neoclassical design—the most prominertt of which is the two-story tetrastyle Corinthian portico 
on the facade. The interior has seen minor alterations which do not affect the character of 
the design. The exterior has been sheathed in vinyl siding which simulates the width and 
contour of the original weatherboard. Two of the original columns were replaced with 
replicas in 1983.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The Stokes-Mayfield House is a two-story, rectangular frame residence with a gabled roof. 
The original weatherboard is sheathed in vinyl siding. TJie facade (northeast elevation) is 
three .bays wide;with a Jetrastyle Corinthian pedimented portico. ^A central entrance on each 
story featdres a transom,end sidelights. The house has porches on the northwest and southeast 
elevations and a small balcony with decorative iron brackets above the front door. The 
porches and the balcony feature turned balustrades. The southwest elevation contains a small 
enclosed porch apd stairs leading to the second level. Windows are mainly one-over-one.
There are two interior chimneys with corbelled caps on each side of the center gable. The 
cross-gabled roof is covered in slate. Each gable has a fanlight and a raking denticulated 
cornice.

The interior contains two floors, a half-basement, and a full attic. The building has a 
central-hal1, double pile floor plan. The hall contains two screens, one supported by Ionic 
columns and the other by pilasters. The main staircase has two landings with the upper landing 
containing two .windows.,, The attic is fully floored, but unfinished. A 1958 remodeling of the 
house consisted of converting a large kitchen into a den ^nd the butler's pantry into a kitchen.
The house has been sheathed in vinyl siding, t..- --------
in 1983. . . Two of"the Columns were replaced with replicas

An unusual feature of the Stokes-Mayfield House is a bell system powered by dry cell 
batteries, which was used to call servants to different parts of the house. A small 
clock-like box in the kitchen contains twelve Roman numerals, each indicating a separate room. 
When a servant was needed in a particular room, a bell would ring and a small hand would point 
to the number fdrtthat particular room.
Surroundings

The house is situated on Oakland Avenue in a residential and commercial area of Rock Hill, 
a short distance from the Winthrop College campus.



8. Significance
Period
___prehistoric

 1400-1499 
 1500-1599 
 1600-1699 
 1700-1799 
 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
___archeoiogy-prehistoric
___ archeoiogy-historic
___agricuiture
_X„ architecture 
___ art
___commerce
___ communications

community planning 
_ conservation
_economics

education 
. engineering 
exploration/settlement 

„ industry 
_invention

landscape architecture 
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian
theater
transportation 
other (specify)

Specific dates 1907 Builder/Architect A. E. HoTl er/Jiil tan Starr
statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Stokes-Mayfield House is a two-story, frame residence designed by architect Julian 
Starr and constructed by contractor A. E. Holler in 1907. The house is locally significant 
for its neoclassical design elements and because it is one of the few houses remaining in 
Rock Hill which closely represents this design and the era in which it was built. It was 
constructed for Dr. James Richmond Stokes, a Rock Hill dentist, and his wife, Addie.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ^ ,, ............. ,, .

' " " The Stokes-Maytield House was'buift on'land sold'to Addie Stbkes in 1906 by the Rock Hill 
Land and Town Site Company, which also sold land to the Winthrdp Normal and'Industrial College 
(now known as Winthrop College) in Rock Hill.- The area on Oakland Avenue around the college 
contained many prominent houses similar to the Stokes-Mayfield House which reflected the 
prosperity of its residents and the growth of the town of Rock Hill during the early yeai^s 
of the twentieth century. As the. area developed in subsequent years, however, most of these 
houses were replaced with smaller, more modern houses and business offices. The Stokes- 
Mayfield House has remained in the same family since its construction.

Architecture . .,, ^
The Stokes-Mayfield .House is-representative of the social, role of .architecture in the 

early twentieth century,'when prominent citizens Would define their fesidend&s with classical 
porticos. Fashionable and' wealthy men ,would have such porticos grafted to.modest houses as 
a social statement. Julian S. Starr, the architect of the Stoke'^-Wield House, designed 
numerous other residences in the Rock^Hill area in the early twentieth century, and was known 
to have a fondness for such porticos. A reconnaissance survey of the city has determined 
that the Stokes-Mayfield House is the most outstanding such residence remaining in the city.

Book 26, pp. 499-500, Book 40, p. 302, York County Deeds, York County Courthouse,
York, South Carolina; Douglas Summers Brown, A City Without Cobwebs: Rock Hill, Sbuth 
Carolina (Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina Press, 1953), p. 221.

2The Triad Architectural Associates, "Existing Facilities Study: Wjnthrop Cbllege," 
Columbia, SC, p. 107.

3 Case 431, File 13303, York County Wills, York County Courthouse; Book 286, pp. 121-22, 
York County Deeds, York County Courthouse.

rri*
4 Rosa B. Guess to Addie Stokes Mayfield, 21 February 1980, and William B. White, Jr. to 

Charles E. Lee, 24 May 1981, National Register Files, South Carolina Department of Archives 

and History, Columbia, SC.



9. Major Bibliographical References

See Continuation Sheet.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property .65 acres-----------------

Quadrangle name Rock Hill------------
UTMReferences Latitude: Approx. 34°56' 3"

Quadrangle scale 1:62500- 
Longitude: Approx. 81°l''4n'V . ’
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Verbal boundary description and justification ^ '

The Stokes-Mayfield House is shown as the red line on the accompanying York County Tax Map 
#627-22, drawn at a scale of Tinch = 60 feet. This boundary includes only the house and
itc yard. , . _____ :—____________________________________________________________
List all states and counties ko> properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state|\j//\codecounty|\|^4code

state N/A code county N/A code

11. Form Prepared By
Linda VanderBroek, Intern 
Catawba Regional Planning Councilname/title Debra J. Allen, National Register Assistant________________________

organization South Carolina Dept, of Archives & History date March 19, 1984 

street & number 1430 Senate St., P.O. Box 11,669,^^^758/-5816

city or town Columbia .I’ll state South Carolina 29211

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____________ ___ national___________state_X local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Nation^Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the N^ti^nal Perk.Service.

Statfe Historic Pfeeervation Officer signature
.... ........................................................................ . ........... ——T------ ----^------Charles E. Lee
title State Historic Preservation Officer ^te

April 2, 1984

For NPS use only
1 hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date

<

of the National Re^4r

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1983 O - 419-311
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WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Stokes-Mayfield House 
York County 
SOUTH CAROLINA

□ resubmission
□ nomination by person or local government 
CZl owner objection
□ appeal

OT t 7 1984

Entered In the 
IfatlonaX fieglstex*

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date: . <5~. S^- 6 ,
Date Due:
Action: ~~t^nEPT

.RETURN.

.REJECT.
Federal Agency:

Substantive Review: □ sample □ request □ appeal □ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date

see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? □ yes □ no

7. Description

Condition 
n excellent 
EH good 
□ fair

I I deteriorated
□ ruins
□ unexposed

Check one
□ unaltered
□ altered

Check one
□ original site
□ moved date.

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

□ summary paragraph
□ completeness
□ clarity
□ alterations/integrity
□ dates
□ boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Ell summary paragraph 
ED completeneed^ I" f 
ED clarity
ED applicable criteria 
ED Justification of areas checked 
ED relating significance to the resource 
ED context
ED relationship of integrity to significance 
ED justification of exception 
□ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
duadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

□ Maps
ED Photographs
□ other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet















MAR 2 31981
^ c, DEPAR>/iVl£i'4i' OF

Route :i^L
McConnells, S. C. 
March 18, 1981

Mr. Charles Lee
Historical Preservation Division 
S. C. Department Archives and History 
P. 0. Box 11669, Capitol Station 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Dear Mr. Lee:

I wish to support the nomination of the Mayfield home at 353 Oakland 
Avenue, Rock Hill, South Carolina, for the National Register of Historic 
Places because I believe it is the type home whose preservation should 
be assured.

Based on inquiries and research I have done, I find it to be the only 
example of the Greek Revival Architecture remaining in this vicinity, 
certainly it is the purest form we are able to find.

The house has been owned and lived in by the same family (three genera­
tions) since it was built in 190?. Each generation has taken pride in 
the beautiful structure and has done much work to preserve its original 
beauty.

Although a few minor changes had to be made in the interior to adapt to 
changes in life styles, the intention of the owners has never wavered in 
any case from "keeping the house as it was originally built". Nothing 
on the exterior has been changed and it remains an authentic example of 
Greek Revival Architecture.

The home is a landmark in Rock Hill's history because of the continuous 
part it has played in the social and civic life of the city. Dr. Stokes, 
the original builder, was a prominent dentist and civic leader. It was 
then and is today the scene of many gracious social activities.

Mrs. L. H. Mayfield, Dr. Stokes' daughter, vjho presently lives in the 
house is well known for her interest and study in local history and 
geneology. This fact together with the civic and social prominence of 
both Mr. and Mrs. Mayfield will make the house continue to be a landmark 
in the community.

I hope it can be listed on the National Register.

Sincerely yours, ,

Rebecca Williamson



" MAS 2 3 1981 

S. C, DEPARTMENT (M
Mrs. Alice Anderson Gill

227 OAKLAND AVENUE 
ROCK HILL, SOUTH CAROLINA 29730
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Mrs. Roderick Macdonald 
325 college avenue 

ROCK HILL, SOUTH CAROLINA 29730

RECEIA^EIQ
MAR 2 4 1981

a c, department m
ARCHIVES & HISTORY





V _ 20-81

^ , MAR 2 3 1981Dr, Charles Lee
e. department OiColuisMa, S.C. RCHiVtS & HISTOR’^

Mjr dear Dr, Lees

I am vriting to you about the home of 

>Sp, and Ifrs, H, L. Mayfield, 353 Oailand Ave, Rock Hill, 

S,C, May I assuwe that you are in possession of data 

concerning this lovely housej date,builder,archi|tect 

etcetc. It is one of the loveliest homes in S,C, l«ir 

none end worthy to be among those chosen for its in­

clusion, Mrs, Mayfield thru her molher, ?frs. Dr, S^fees 

is a direct descendant of the Hawlingson family which 

has held over the years prbnerty under a colonial grant. 

The house itself la undoubtedly one of the best examples 

of Greek-Revlval period and deserves the excellent 

treatment it has had over the years and to-day I It is 

quite a focal tioint for the thousands of visitors who 

flock here annually in the "Come See Me" week-end.

As a Child bom and growing up in Abbeville, it 

was 3iy nrivilege to visit many times the home of John 

C, Calhoun, This home was a lovely one and its loss



by fire was tiruly preat. I hcne that a rhotopTat>h 

at least Is onrerord. It was more on the type of an 

Italian Villa set in grotmds which reflected its 

architectural heritage.

As a retired language teacher it has been 

good fortune to study in London,Paris and Heidelberg 

but never have I seen a finer example of a private 

dwelling than in this ease. I do hope that it will 

thus coins under your protection for its own sake. 

Thei^ would be no doubt as to the care it wjuld 

receive with its present owners.

Thank you for your patience and I do 

wish for the house this preservation not only for 

its beauty but for the lovely family who have 

inherited it and live there!

Very sinserely,

Rock Hill, and 

202 Church Street, 

Abbeville, S,C,

in k £ rit)

P.E.Harrison



i

2 3
a c. department^o^

^ HISwSY. Rock Hill, South Carolina 29730 
Box 2474 Cherry Road Station 
March 20, 1981

Hr, Charles Lee
Historical Preservation Division
S* C, Department of Archives and History
Columbia, South Carolina

Dear Dr, Lee:
One of the most attractive old homes in 

Rock Hill is that owned by Mr. amd Mrs. H. L. Mayfield on 

Oakland Avenue. Built by Mrs. Mayfield's father Dr. Stokes^ 

it has been maintained beautifully and lovingly throu^ 

the years and our city is very proi^ of it. Therefore, it 

gives me great pleasure to recommend its nomination for the 

Register of Historic Places.

Sincerely yours,

Lucile K. Delano
Secretary, York County Historical

Society
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S C. DEFARTMENX^ 

archives & HISIQBH
Dr. Charles Lee
Historic Preservation Division 
S. C. Department of Archives and History 
PO Box 11
669 Capitol Station 
Colxombia, SC 29211

Dear Dr. Lee:
I was delighted to learn that the Stokes Mayfield house, located at 
353 Oakland Avenue in Rock Hill, has been nominated for the National 
Register.
The Mayfield house, which is most attractive, is of Greek Revival 
architectural design. At one time there were a number of homes 
in Rock Hill with this type architecture. All of the others have 
been demolished.
As far as I know, the Mayfield house is in good condition and should 
not require major repairs. Hopefully, the home will be placed on 
record in the Department of Archives and History as being unique 
and worthy of preservation.
The home was first built in 1907 by Dr. and Mrs. James R. Stokes.
Dr. Stokes practiced dentistry in Rock Hill for more than 46 years.

Dr. Stokes' daughter, Addie Mayfield, and her husband, Learue, and 
their children were the next occupants of the home. Addie taught^ 
in the local school system for many years. She retired at Rock Hill 
High two years ago. Her husband, Learue, is a very successful busi­
ness man. After working in the furniture business for several years, 
he started a new enterprise which continues to flourish. It's a 
payroll service working 12 employees.

mDcMdL^Bodevard*RQBox590 •RockHill SC 29730•(803)324-7500



.Dr. Charles Lee 
March 26, 1981 

" Page 2.

The Stokes and Mayfield families have been, over the years, active 
in most civic, cultural, religious and other aspects of Rock Hill 
life. They have meant much to the community.

We hope that you will give favorable consideration to the Stokes 
and Mayfield house to be included on the National Register.

Thanks for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Clint R. Carpenter, Jr., CCE 
Executive Vice President

CRCj r:tvd
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619 Greenbriar Avenue 
RockHi11.se 29730 
March 27, 1981

Dr. Charles Lee
Historic Preservation Division 
S. C. Department of Archives and History 
P. 0. Box 11,669, Capitol Station 
Columbia, SC 29211
Dear Dr. Lee;

I am writing this to endorse the Mayfield home on Oakland 
Avenue for the Historic Register. It is a lovely home and is 
worthy of preservation in the interest of history.

Sincerely,

Irene Kneece

£i vFjy
MARS 01981

S, C. DEPARTMENT OF
ARCHIVES & HiSrORY



Phone:
Office 328-0832 
Home 327-3684

FEWELL REALTORS
Rock Hill, South Carolina 29730 

A. F. FEWELL BEN FEWELL 130 White Street 
P. O. Box 873

APR - 1188t
c. department OFj

archives & HISTORIC

March 27, 1981

Dr. Charles Lee
Historic Preservation Division
S« C. Department of Archives and History
P. 0. Box 11669
Capitol Station
Columbia, South Carolina 29211 

Dear Dr. Lee:

M7 husband and I would like to endorse the nomination of 
the Stokes-Mayfield House for a place on the National Register,

This beautiful house is the only remaining exanple of 
Greek Revival Architecture in Rock Hill, The house, built 
in 1907 by Dr, and ft’s, James R. Stokes and now the home of 
their daughter Ifrs, Learue Mayfield apd Mr, Mayfield, is a 
show place of beauty, both inside and out. It gives enjoy­
ment to everyone who passes by.

Dr. Stokes, a dentist in Rock Hill for E6 years, was 
known not only for his professional ability but as a beloved 
gentleman. His son-in-law, Learue Mayfield, is owner of 
Payroll Service, a service for small and medium businesses,
Mrs, Mayfield was a public school teacher in Rock Hill for 
thirty years,

¥e endorse the nomination of the Stokes-KayfieId House,
It is a symbol of gentle, gracious people who have and are 
contributing much to the social, professional, and business 
life of Rock Hill,

Sincerely,

Louise Peace Fewell

Alexander Faulkner Fewell

Member of the Bock Hill, State and National Association of Real Estate Boards
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MAR 3 01981

S. C. DEPARTMENT OF 
ARCHIVES & HISTORY

Dr. and Mrs. Cloud H. Hicklin 
2175 EAKLE DRIVE 

ROCK HILL, S. C. 29730
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YORK COUNTY COUNCIL
P. O. Box 66 • York, S. C. 29745 
Phone: 803-684-9261

March 30, 1981

IlBChlVEJJ
APR - 11381

& c. department Of 
^BemssusroHt

J. Jerry Williams, Chairman 
District No. 5

Dewey E. Neal, Vice-Chairman 
District No. 6

Caldwell A. Barron 
District No. 7

E. C. “Punk” Black 
District No. 3

Sidney A. Moore, Jr.
District No. 4

Robert N. Pursley 
District No. 2

Murray B. White, Jr.
District No. I

Dr. Charles Lee
Historical Preservation Director 
S.C. Dept, of Archives 
11669 Capitol Station 
Columbia, SC 29211

Dear Dr. Lee:

I am writing to you in support of the listing of the Stokes Mayfield home 
at 353 Oakland Avenue, Rock Hill, S.C.

This home is of the Greek Revival architectural type, built around the turn 
of the century by Dr. James R. Stokes. His daughter, Addie Stokes Mayfield, 
and her husband, Larue Mayfield, make this their home. The home and yard 
are in a perfect state of preservation having been kept so by Addie and 
Larue. They are very anxious that this home be listed so as to insure its 
preservation for future generations. It is the last home of its type in the 
Rock Hill area.

I strongly urge and endorse the listing of this beautiful home on the appro­
priate registery for preservation. Your help in this matter will be deeply 
appreciated.

Yours truly.

Caldwell A. Barron 

CAB/mer
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CITY OF rock: XZZXjUj

155 JOHNSTON STREET. P. O. BOX 11706 
ROCK HILL. SOUTH CAROLINA 28730

J. EMMETT JEROME. MAYOR 
EUZABETH 0. RHEA. MAYOR PRO TEM. AT-LARGE 

MaJONE K. CIU, COLNaLWOMAN, AT-LARCE 
FRA.NK W. BERRY, SR., COUNaLMA,V, AT-IARGE 

WLNSTON SEARLES, OOCNaLMAN.WARD I 
MEIEORD A WILSON. JR, COUNaUMAH, WARD I 

A, OOlCLAS EOIOLS. OOfNaLMAN. WARD 3

March 31, 1981
1981

3. c. department of 
archives ^ HISTORY

Dr. Charles Lee
Historic Preservation Division
SC Department of Archives and History
Post Office Box 11
669 Capitol Station
Columbia, SC 29211

Dear Dr. Lee:

The South Carolina Board of Review is now considering the 
nomination of the Stokes-Mayfield House,353 Oakland Avenue, 
Rock Hill to the National Register. The City of Rock Hill 
and I, personally, support this nomination.

The house is in the Greek Revival style and is, to my knov7- 
ledge, the only house of this style architecture in Rock 
Hill. The house was built in 1907 and has been kept in 
excellent repair.

Your approval of this nomination will be sincerely appre­
ciated.

Very truly yours.

ett rome

swh
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S. C. DEPARTMENT OF April 9, 1981
ARCHIVES & HISTORY

Dr. Charles Lee, Director 
S. C. Department of Archives and History 
P. 0. Box 11669, Capitol Station 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Dear Dr. Lee:

I understand the Stokes-Mayfield House, 353 Oakland Avenue, Rock Hill, S.C. has 
been nominated for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. Having 
known the house and its owners for many years, I should like very much to see it 
designated a National Historic Site.

Although of early twentieth century vintage, this lovely house is a fine example 
of Southern Colonial (or Antebellum) architecture -- very large, of white frame 
construction with a two storied porch supported by Corinthian columns. And both 
house and grounds are kept in near perfect condition.

In addition to its beauty, I think the location (or setting) is one of the main 
reasons for placing it on the Register. The Stokes-Mayfield House is the lone 
survivor of numerous columned mansions which once graced dakLand Avenue. This 
tree-bordered street running from the town center to Winthrop College was at one 
time one of the most beautiful in the South. Since the Stokes-Mayfield House is 
the only house of its type left there, I feel that designating it as worthy of pre­
servation would call attention to it and encourage people to appreciate our architec­
tural heritage instead of neglecting or demolishing anything "old".

The house has been owned and occupied by only one family — a family that has con­
tributed much to the Rock Hill Community. Dr. J. R. Stokes and his wife Mrs. Addle 
Rawllnson Stokes built it. Dr. Stokes was for 46 years a prominent dentist in Rock 
Hill. Even with a large practice, he found time to take an active part in community 
affairs. Mrs. Stokes was a gracious lady from a family who were leaders in the 
development of the area from the time of earliest settlement. It was she who was 
responsible for the beautiful antique furnishings, most of which are family heirlooms,

The Stokes’s daughter Addle Stokes Mayfield and her husband, Larue Mayfield now 
occupy the house. Mrs. Mayfield has a special interest in local history and gene­
alogy, having taught history in the public schools for 30 years. Mr. Mayfield is 
the owner-operator of a payroll service, his firm having been the first in the 
Southeast to serve the needs of the small businessman. Both Mr. and Mrs. Mayfield 
are outgoing people, active in civic, educational, cultural and religious life of 
Rock Hill. In addition, they continue the family tradition of gracious hospitality 
and often open their home to others who can thus enjoy and benefit from its 
atmosphere of living history in the best Southern tradition.

So I hope you find the Stokes-Mayfield House meets the criteria and can be recom­
mended for a place on the National Register of Historic Places.

Sincerely,

^ ^ ^ mm 1 tm "D A M AFlorence Earle Roach 
(Retired Reference Librarian 
York County Library)
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APR 1 6 1981 

S. C. DEPARTMF|sit of
Dr. Charles Lee 
Historic Preservation Div,
S. C. Department of Archives and History 
P. 0. Box 11669 Capitol Station 
Columbia, S.C. 29211

Dear Lee:

I would like to endorse the nomination of the Stokes-Mayfield House of 
Rock Hill to the National Register, following its entry for consideration 
the Catawba Regional Council.

I have spent most of sy adult life in Rock Hill, as staff meaiber of The 
Evening Herald, our daily here, as owner of Radio Station WRHI, and as a 
ccaitributor to The Rock Hill Times, our weekly. In this span of some fifty 
years I feel that I have acquired considerable knowledge of our community and 
its citiz«iry.

The handsome old Stokes-Mayfield House on Oakland Avenue near Winthrop 
College is, I regret to say, one of the few raaaining beautiful old homes of 
which our people have been so proud. It is of Greek Revival architecture, 
the last or one of the very last of this style of structvure in our community.

This grand old residence has had mly two families as occupants and it 
has been oy privilege to count both as friends. I knew the builder. Dr. James 
R. Stokes, and Mrs. Stokes as staunch and esteemed early residents of our city. 
Dr. Stokes was a leading professional man. He was the dentist of otur family 
for many years as for hundreds of other families during his forty-odd years 
of practice. He gave freely of his time and talents. He served on our City 
Board of Health for a number of years. He was an elder in the Presbyterian 
Church, he was a Rotcurian, and otherwise a paziilcipant in our civic life.

The present owners and occupants are Mrs. Addle Stokes Mayfield, daxi^ter 
of the builder, and her husband, H. Learue Mayfield, both well known and 
prominent in affairs of our community. Mr. Mayfield was a pioneer in a rather 
unique business, a payroll service. His Allied Payroll Service was the first 
business of its kind in the Southeast to deal exclusively in making payrolls 
for business and Industry. He is active in various affairs, a Klwanian and 
former cl\ib president, former president of our Merchants Association, and is 
on the Advisory Council of the U. S. Mail. He is a deacon in the Presbyterian 
Churdi.

245 Charlotte Ave., P.O. Box 2797 CRS, Rock Hill, S.C.29730 ■ 803/327-1171



Mrs. Mayfield was an able and respected teadier in our piiblic schools 
for some thirty years. She, too, is a participant in variovis affairs of a

Both families who have resided in this fine old home have maintained 
the structure in excellent shape, sparing no effort or expense to assure its 
stability and its beauty.

As aa9 idio has admired this home for its architecture and beauty for 
many years, I hope it will be considered worthy of a place on the National 
Register.

Sincerely, ^

:arper S, Gault

CC: Catawba Regional Council
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APR 2 01981 2029 Welbom Street

•Pock Hill, South Carolina 2973^
%»ril 17, 1901

Dr, Charles Lee
Historic Preservation Division 
3, C, Dept, of Archives and History 
P. 0. Box 11669 Capitol Station 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Dear Dr. Lee,

The purpose of this letter is to endorse the nomination of the 
Stokes-Mayfield house in Rock Hill (¥ork County, South Carolina) 
for placement on the National Register of Historical Hemes.

To see this lovely, well-kept house of Greek revival architecture 
style is to be reminded of the gracious manner of living and the 
traditions of the South of yesteryear. As the South continues 
to develop and change, we need such visual reminders of our past.

Other endorsees may comment on the contributions to our commtin- 
ity of Dr. and Mrs. Stokes and Mr. Mayfield. I wish to mention 
seme of Mrs. Addle Stokes Mayfield’s contributions since I had 
the pleasure of teaching with her for fifteen years.

Mrs. Mayfield taught history at Rock Hill High School for twenty 
years. Not only did she instill in her students pride in our 
nation but also pride in themselves, When our school became ^In­
tegrated, she was very influential through her teaching and her 
graciousness in bringing about good race relations among her 
students. In addition to teaching in our high school, Mrs. 
Mayfield has taught Sunday School and served in a number of cagpa- 
cities in her church. She also has been active in civic organi­
zations such as the Woman’s Club of Rock Hill, As a result of 
her church and civic activities, her home often has been open for 
entertaining.

The Stokes-Mayfield house is the only one of its style left in 
Rock Hill. It is a beautiful reminder of Rock Hill’s past, and 
it is a reminder of the owners* contributions to the community. 
Par these reasons I most enthusiastically endorse it for place­
ment on the National Register of Historical Homes,

Sincerely,^

(Mrs, ) Ddrothy H. Amick







Mrs. George V. Burns

IISS ALEXANDER ROAD 
ROCK HILL, S. C. 29730

May ii, 1981

Dr. Charles Lee, Director 
Historic Preservation Division 
S, C. Department of Archives 
P. 0. Box 11669, Capital Station 
Columbia, S. C. 2^211

urn - 6 196!
S. C. DEPARB^EMT Of 
ARCHIVES & HISTORY

Dear Dr. Lee:

I would like to recommend the Stokes-Mayfield 

House, 353 Oakland Ave., Rock Hill, S. C. for placing on 

the register of historic hoaies. The house was built 

in 1907 and is Greek Revival in style. It has been 

kept in excellent condition and is surrounded by a 

beautiful yard. Certainly, it should be preserved.

I hope you will give it favorable consideration.

Yours very truly.

Mrs. George V. Burns
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Dr. Charles Lee, Director 
South Carolina Archives Department 
P. 0. Box 11669 
Capitol Station 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Dear Doctor Lee;
I am writing to support the nomination of the Stokes-^layfield 

House in Rock Hill to the National Register of Historic Places.

It is ths last house of its kind (Classical Revival) on 
Oakland Avenue, the street once called the "most beautiful avenue" 
in South Carolina. It was lined from one end to the other with 
handsome residences of the Classical ^vival style of architecture . 
Today the Stokes-Mayfield House is the only residence of its kind 

still remaining.
Dr. J. R. Stokes was one of Rock Hill’s early dentists. He 

married into one of the county's oldest families — the Hutchison 
family — which came originally from their farm near the .old Nation 
Ford on the Catawba River. David Hutchison, Mrs. Stokes's great­
grandfather, was one of the premier citizens of old York District and 
served as agent for the Catawba Indians.

Further, David Hutchison's son Hiram Hutchison became one of 
America's greatest bankers, serving as Vice President of the Bank of 
the Republic of New York City in the l8<0’s. He was one of the 
leading stockholders of the Graniteville Mill. When he died in the 
1850's he left his enormous estate to his widow and to his brother 
and sisters in South Carolina. One part of the estate came intact 
to Addie Rawlinson, wife of Gr. J. R. Stokes....the portion she 
inherited coming to her as stock in the Graniteville Mill. She sold 
this stock for $10,000 about 1907. As I remember, the ^s on 
which the house now stands cost, in the neighborhoj ^
house itself cost $7,000 in 1907. So, you see thrt 
paid for with ante-bellum money which came from the Gra^teville MUl 
stock. This is a little bit of Caroliniana that I thoi^t you might 
appreciate. The man who designed and built the house for Doctor Stokes 
wS Julian Stewart Starr, contractor and builder from Lanraster ^d 
York Counties, South Carolina. (I remember him xn his old. age; he 
spent his last years in Lancaster County.)

The Mayfields have kept the house up through the years. It 
is really the showplace of our city, as you must ^ y^ou
driven dwn Oaklend Avenue. This splendid house should be recorded 
in the Register and should be preserved for posterity.

Faithfully yours,

Gon-. r£> <
William B. VJhite, Jr.

\
--------------- //----------------------------—



YORK COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETT
Member of Confederation of South Carolina Local Historical Societies 

Post Office Box 4431CRS • Rock Hill, South Carolina 29730

August 29, 1983

Mr. Charles Lee
S.C. Dept, of Archives and History 
P.O. Box 11, 669 Capitol Station 
Columbia, S.C. 29211-1669

Dear Mr. Lee;

Sip-6 1983
& HISTO^

The York County Historical Society Board would like to endorse 
wholeheartedly the nomination of the Stokes-Mayfield house to the 
National Register. The family that built and has lived in the 
home continuously since 1907 has contributed a great deal to the 
professional, cultural, and educational life of our community.

The house itself is an excellent example of authentic Greek 
Revival architecture. It is the last home of this type remaining 
in the area. The home has maintained its original appearance over 
the years and has undergone no structural changes.

It is located one block from Winthrop College, and its 
preservation has helped this Oakland Avenue area to maintain 
something of the dignity it had in the college|s earlier years.
The grounds of Winthrop and of the Stokes-Mayfield house were both 
secured from the Rock Hill Land and Town Site Company, Rock Hills 
first corporation.
We feel that the continued preservation of this lovely house will 
be an asset to Winthrop, to Oakland Avenue, and the entire 
community.

Sincerely,
The Board of York County Historical Society

cc; Mrs. Mary Watson Edmonds, Division Head 
Survey and Registration Division 
S.C. Dept, of Archives and History

Mr. Paul Gettys
Catawba Regional Planning Council

Preserving York County’s Heritage



Winthrop College
Rock Hill, South Carolina 29733

-VH oJC

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
TELEPHONE

803-323-2225

November 30, 1983

2S89 o
Mr. Charles Lee 
South Carolina Department of 

Archives and History 
P.O. Box 11669 Capitol Station 
Columbia, SC 29211-1669

Dear Charles:
Mrs. Adie Mayfield, a Winthrop graduate and distinguished Rock Hill 

citizen, has requested that I support the nomination of the Stokes-Mayfield 
House to the National Register.

You have, undoubtedly, been provided all of the supporting material in 
this regard, and I simply add that the structure's physical location one 
block from Winthrop College makes it an important part of the streetscape 
of this area. It is with some regret that some of the vicinity of the 
College has become a bit tawdry, and it is the College's hope that signifi­
cant buildings in the vicinity may be preserved.

Thank you very much for your interest.
Sincerely,

0 •
Philip Lader

cc: Mrs. Mary Watson Edmonds
Mr. Paul Gettys 
Mrs. Adie Mayfield

PL/lg
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