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CATEGORY
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□ District [g Building

I I Site Q Structure

1 I Object

OWNERStilP

13 Public 
□ Private 
I I Both

Public Acquisition:

» □ In Process

I I Being Considered

STATUS
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC

rX Occupied 
I i Uno^upied 
Q Preservation work 

in progress

Yes:

□ Restricted 
Pn Unrestricted

□ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ I Agri'cultural 
I I Commercial 
I I Educational 
I I Entertainment

PCI Government 
[ I Industrial 
[ 1 Military 
1 I Museum

□ Pork

Q Private Residence 
[ I Religious 
1 I Scientific

Q Transportotion 
□ Other (Specify)

I I Comments

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER’S NAME;

City of Chester
STREET AND NUMBER:

Cl TY OR TOWN:

Chester
b. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

South CarnlinR
CODE

REPRESENtATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Chester County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Chester ■South Carolina

Tl tLE OF SURVEY:

Survey of Historic Sitp*; — rhp<:tpr fniinty 1
DATE OF SURVEY: 1Q71 I 1 Federal I I State X~i County □ Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Central.Piedmont Regional Planning Commission-
STREET AND NUMBER;

P.n. Rnv fifiP. in? Ha
CITY OR TOWN:

Rnrk Hill

impton Street STATE:

South Carolina
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(■Check One; ///,
® Altered □ Un<^t^

(Check One)

/> E Original Site

Built 1890-1891 by Columbia archit»^^jSit^^ns0»^the Chester City 

Hall and Opera House has a long his'^^3fl:uT£«^y and civic activity. 
The building's extensive and elaborattMjSiT^^SDjs^k as principal con­
struction material enhances its massive Rqmaiiesgue. Revival style.

The facade is arranged in three distinct phases. Tower at left dominates 
gabled central section which in turn dominates less ornate section 
on right. Originally all three entrances of the facade were recessed, 
Roman arches with ornate keystones and voussoirs formed by one stretcher/ 
one header design, however, the right entrance has been squared to accom­
odate the needs of the fire department which is located there. Larger 
arch of central section has abutment formed by decorative'terra cotta 
squares with circular design.

Stringcourse between first two floors has foliated design. On second 
level of central portion, there is a group of four Roman arch windows 
with voussoirs formed by three rows of header bricks. Pair of second 
level windows in tower portion identical to those of central section.
All levels of portion connecting tower and central section have 9/9 
sash windows with one stretcher/one header voussoirs.

There are four 9/9 sash windows on third level of central portion. Below 
windows is a date stone (1890) and a section of brickwork formed by' 
squares of three stretchers arranged in an alternating vertical and 
horizontal pattern. Fourth level of central portion has decorative corbel 
table. - ,

Third level of right section has one circular window, centrally placed.

Third level of tower section features three triple hung, 9?9/9 sash 
windows. Fourth level has three separate phases. The first is a group 
of three Roman arch windows identical to those of second level. Cen­
trally placed above Roman windows is the second phase, a circular 
window. Corbel table under eaves forms third phase. Northeastern side 
of tower (Columbia Street side) identical to northwestern side described 
above.

Brick northeast wall has balanced fenestration except for side entrance 
and window above which were added. Windows are all 9/9 sash e^cpept 
for two circular windows at third level.

The original interior of the building was destroyed by fire in 1929 and 
many alterations were made during rebuilding. The major interior al­
teration was the omission of the Opera House. The fire also destroyed 
the original spire tower which contained a four-faced clock. Central 
gable slightly modified as a result of 1929 fire.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Approprlete)

I I Pre-Columbian | CH '6th Century

□ >5th Century □ '7*'’ Century

I I 18th Century 
IXI 19th Century

I I 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATEtS) (If Applicable and Known) 1890
A REAS O F SI GNIFIC AN C E (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginol
r~l Prehistoric 
r~l Historic 

n Agriculture 
05 Architecture 
□ Art 
I \ Commerce 
i I Communicotions 
r~] Conservation

n Education 
( i Engineering 
I 1 Industry 
( I Invention 
r~l Landscape

Architecture 
I [ Literature

□ Military

□

I I Political 
I I Religion/Phi.

losophy 
r~l Science 
r~1 Sculpture 
I I Social/Human­

itarian 
rXl Theater 
I I Transportotion

Urban Planning 
□ Other ('Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Since 1891, this building has been the hub of ChesterX^^oyW^^^Wctivity 
The town's administrative offices have been located herebuild­
ing's construction. The city jail occupies a portion of the building 
but will soon be moved to a city-county law enforcement complex now under 
construction. The fire department is quartered here but facilites are 
inadequate and a new building has been requested.

Architecture: Situated on the top of Chester^ town hill, the City Hall
and Opera House is focal point of approximately twenty, 19th-Century 
commercial buildings. Its Romanesque style, massive proportions, artistic 
brickwork, and terra cotta ornamentation make it one of Chester's most 
outstanding architectural examples.

Theatre: The third floor was originally designed for use as an Opera Hpuse 
complete with gallery, box seats, dress circle and pit seats. Many well- 
known entertainers of the period performed here with traveling theatrical 
companies. The Opera House was also the scene of many community festiv­
ities such as talent shows; graduation exercises, recitals and concerts. 
When the interior was renovated following the 1929 fire, the Opera House 
was not restored.

Urban Planning: Because of the past and present importance of the City 
Hall and Opera House to the community's cultural and political life, a 
large group of citizens is anxious to see the building restored and re­
vitalized. Chalmers G. Davidson, P.H.D., author, professor of history at 
Davidson College and Chester native describes the structure's visual 
significance to the townscape as follows: "The location is the commanding 
site of the county. The building can be seen from almost every approach 
to the town. It gives a tone to the town, the majority of whose historical 
buildings are of brick as is the Opera House." There is special interest 
in restoring the Opera House portion of the building for use as a civic 
auditorium. At present the city's only adequate auditorium is located in 
a very old junior high school which is rarely available for public use 
and whose future is in doubt. It is hoped that renovation of the City 
Hall and Opera House will stimulate rehabilitation of the entire historic 
downtown area.



[9. MAJOR BiaLIOGRAPHlCAL ReFEREKCES
Chester City Council Minutes: October 2, 1889; January 14, 1890; January 

28, 1890; July 29, 1890; September 9, 1890; April 17, 1981; May 8, 
1891; June 1, 1891; October 5, 1891; March 11, 1892; July 26, 1892; 
January 4, 1893.

Chester County Deeds. Volume 71, page 112.
Chester County Probate File 144, Folder 734.

MO. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0
D

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE
K

LATITUDE
LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW O * H o » » o » * o » •*
NE O > m O • f 34 42 10.7 81 12 47.2
SE O > «t O • m

sw O V * o * >
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 148 ff'. - X Q? 1 ff X ^2 ft.
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

COUNTY:

ni- FORM PREPARED BY
N AME AND Tl TLE:

Nancy R. Ruhf, Historic-Ereservation Coordinator^
ORG ANl 2A TION

S.C. Department of Archives and History
STREET AND NUMBER:

y./<Z9/7^

1430 Senate Street, P.O. Box 11,188 Capitol Station
*ITY np TOWN; STATECITY OR TOWN;

Columhia
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National ^ State Lo^l

Name

Charles E. Lee 

Title ni pprtnr. .S-r, Dppar
Archives and History

Date yj 42^ /9 7^

South Carol.ioa
NAtlQNAL REGISTER yERiFICATIONi:^ ::

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hist^fBc Preservation

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Re&fster
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TECH REVIEW

BRANCH CHIEF

EDITORIAL REVIEW

National Register write-up __________
Federal Register entry 5T f ^ 3
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE fCHim gUIttlMA

Date Entered
MAR 3 0 1973
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3. GRANTOR: a. Federal ogency
Department of the Interior

NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION

I. STATE APPUCATION IDENTIFIER

03 0059 5

2. (Reserved fur use by State central information reception agency)

b. Orgonizotionol unit

National Park Service
C. Administering office —<1) Nome

Division of Grants
(2) Address —Street or P.O. Box

18th and C Streets, NW.
City St°'*

WashingtonD«C. 
Chester City Hall and Opera House 

Development

Zip Code
20240

Do Not

Thij

Spoce

1. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER:

45-74-00110-00
a. Code b. Title

j. Purpoie preservation objective includes the cleaning, repair and repointing of
the masonry walls; reroofing; repair and reglazing of the windows; and exterior 
repainting.

5. GRANTEE: a. Nome

b. Address —Street or P.O. Box

1430 Senate Street
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the single most applicable box)

o. Stote b- Inter- c. County d. City
«tate

City State ' '
Columbia s.c.

Zip Code
29211

e. School 
district

f. Special 
unit

g. Community 
action

h. Sponsored 
organization

□
i. Other 

□
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 8. ACTION DATE 9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE

Year Month Doy Year Month Day Yeor Month Doy Yeor Month Ooy

75 08 12 75 12 12 75 12 12 78 12 11
n. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action)

o. New b. Continuotion c. Supplementol d. Change in existing gront
grant grant gront

(identify agency in ifem 16) 0) Increase in (2) Decrease in
durotion duration

(3) Concellotion 

□
(4) tncrease(S) 

□
(5) Decreaje($) 

□
12. AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION

o. Federoi —(1) bosic . (2) Supplementol b. State c. Locol

i 32,000 $ , 32,000* %
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM (if none, clarify in item 16)

d. Other

$
a. Progrom Number

15.904
b. Supplemental Program Number

14. AUTHORIZATION

o. Federal Budget Accounts
10-58-1040-0-1-405

b. Public Laws Title

89
Sec.

665
Title Title Sec.

C. U.s. Code 16 U.S.C. 470
TS. FACILITY LOCATION: (For facility grant actions only)

o. City West End and Columbia Streets, 
Chester

b. County Chester
CD 5

16. REAAARK5

*City of Chester

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054
STANDARD FORM 2
June 1970 Bureau of m.* 
Budget Circular A-98 
240-101


