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Name of Property 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , PA 
County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

H private 
• public-local 
• public-State 
• public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

• building(s) 
• district 
• site 
B structure 
• object 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contr ibuting Noncontr ibut ing 

buiidings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N /A" If property Is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N / A 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

TRANSPORTATION-WATER-RELATED 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

OTHER: OCEAN LINER 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 

walls 

roof. 

other. STEEL & ALUMINUM 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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Description 

The Steamship UNITED STATES is an Ocean Liner, completed in 1952 who's gross toimage is 
53,329 tons, length overall of 990 feet with the length at the waterline of 916.8 feet. The width of 
the ship is 101.6 feet. The interior consists of 12 decks. Her height is 175 feet the from keel to 
the top of the smoke stack. The designer was William Francis Gibbs of Gibbs and Cox, and built 
as hull number 488 by Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company at Newport News 
Virginia. Her oflScial US Government-Maritime Administration Number is 2917 and her 
documentation number is 263934. The ship's quadruple turbine power plant is rated at over 
242,000 horsepower. She is currently moored at pier 82 in Philadelphia. The exterior is exactly 
as buih with the exception that the lifeboats and corresponding davits have been removed. 

As built in 1952 the UNITED STATES is a passenger liner capable of carrying 2,000 passengers 
and 1,000 crew. The hull is constructed of high tensile steel hull plates with the majority of the 
hull welded. Riveting is used half the length amidships with the butt ends being welded. 
Longitudinal framing provides the strength for the hull without the weight of traditional 
transverse framing. There are 366 frames utilized within the hull of the ship. Promenade Deck is 
the strength deck of one inch thick steel providing the covering for the top of the hull and 
completes the top of the "box". The hull has been best described as a hollow girder that has the 
great ability to take punishment and flex without damage. The hull of the UNITED STATES is 
long and fine with a length to width ratio of 10 to 1. The under body of the hull tapers from 
amidships to both the bow and stem with very little of the ships cutaway being a box like most 
other ships. The four propeller shafts are surrounded by nacelles for streamlining and strength. 
The underwater portion of the bow has a slight bulbous bulb to create efficiency through the 
water. 

There are two large cargo holds forward which descend 8 decks, used for general cargo and 
automobiles. Aft there are two smaller holds, utilized for mail and baggage, which descend 6 and 
7 decks. The forward and aft engine room each have a hatch that provides access from Sun Deck 
down to the appropriate engine room. Engineers who would normally be housed on Sun and 
Sports Deck had private elevators and stairs available which lead directly to the engine and boiler 
rooms. Each of the boiler rooms have hatches containing catwalks which lead to the top of the 
smoke stacks. 
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Description (continued) 

The UNITED STATES is powered by 4 Westinghouse two stage steam turbines. Each turbine 
set consists of a High Pressure stage (HP) and Low Pressure (LP) stage. Each turbine set is 
capable of producing over 62,000 horsepower. The turbines are connect to double reduction 
gearing, which in tum are connected to the propeller shaft. Each of the shafts drive either a four 
or five bladed propeller 18 feet in diameter. The two shafts from the forward engine room 
exceed 400 feet in length. The machinery is arranged in separate rooms, there are two boiler 
rooms, two engine rooms and two auxiliary engine rooms. Starting directly below the forward 
smoke stack is the forward boiler room which contains 4 boilers, the feed pumps and a steam 
turbo-generator. The forward engine room is the next room aft, containing two turbine sets for 
the outboard 4 bladed propellers, two more turbo-generators and electrical switchboards. 
Continuing aft is the forward auxiliary engine room containing air conditioning equipment, and 
fresh water evaporators. The next section of the ship was dedicated to the refiigeration storage 
area. Then directly below the aft smoke stack there starts a similar set of boiler, engine and 
auxiliary engine rooms for the inboard 5 bladed propellers. 

Other auxiliary equipment areas are the aft line handling room located on Main deck. The 
emergency generators are located aft on promenade deck and under the forward smoke stack. 
Anchor windlass equipment is forward on Main deck with the chain equipment on Upper deck 
forward. Steering room is far aft on A deck. Located behind the Bridge are the Chart Room, 
Damage Control Room, Captains and Harbor Pilots sea cabin. The Radio Room is located on 
Sports Deck. There were 24 Lifeboats, 22 are 38 feet long with two rescue boats 24 feet in 
length. 

The UNITED STATES carried three classes of passengers, First, Cabin and Tourist. Passengers 
and crew utilized public rooms and were housed in staterooms and dormitories on D, C, B, A, 
Main, Upper, Promenade, Sun and Sports Decks. Promenade Deck was devoted exclusively to 
large Public areas. For the First Class passenger there was the Ballroom, Theatre (also Cabin 
Class), Navajo Lounge, Private Restaurant, Smoking Room, Observation Lounge .Writing 
Room, Library, Shopping Center and the enclosed Promenade Deck. The Tourist Class Lounge, 
Writing Room and Theatre were also housed on this deck. All three Dining Saloon's were 
located on A Deck. The First Class Dining Saloon and Cabin Class Dining Saloon made use of 
the same galley. The Tourist Class Dining room had its own separate galley. The swimming 
pool located on C deck was the only public area open to all three classes of passengers. In 
addition there are a total of 18 elevators. Other public rooms included lounges, smoking rooms, 
children's playrooms, libraries, writing rooms, barber shops, beauty parlors and a gym. There 
were several foyers which housed the various passenger services such as the pursers office and 
travel office for each class. 
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Description (continued) 

The materials used in the interior were mostly steel for stmctural members and fire bulkheads. 
Aluminum was used for some interior walls but almost all interior walls for the public rooms, 
staterooms, crews quarters, stairwells etc was made of a lightweight fireproof wallboard called 
marinite. All decoration on board was fireproof, mostly constmcted in tastefiil fashion, of 
aluminum, glass, and glass fiber. All built in interior fiimiture was custom crafted of aluminum, 
glass and fireproof fabrics. Railings and all light fixtures was also constmcted of aluminum. 

The integrity of the UNITED STATES today is very much as originally buih with the following 
exceptions: All interiors walls constmcted of marinite and all interior appointments and 
equipment have been removed. The interior currently resembles the ship while she was being 
constmcted before all the staterooms and public rooms were added. The interior is in excellent 
condition still covered with the original yellow primer with many of the original constmction 
markings visible. None of the steel or aluminum, ceiling supports, stairwells and other stmctural 
supports have been removed. However, all asbestos has been removed. All engineering areas 
are intact with original equipment such as the turbines, boilers, generators, condensers, 
evaporators, anchor windlass equipment etc. Lifeboats and corresponding davits and equipment 
are now missing, the only alteration that has taken place to the stmcture of the ship. The hull was 
cleaned and painted several years ago and found to be in excellent condition. Topside is in need 
of paint but the basic stmcture is in very good condition. The stmcture and engineering areas of 
the ship for which it is historically significant have not been altered during the life of the ship and 
she still retains all the features for which she is known for. 
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County and Stale 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x " in one or more boxes (or the criteria qualifying Ihe properly 
(or National Register listing.) 

• A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

C Pioperty embodies the distinciive characleiislics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

{MaiM. "%" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used tor 
religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

E G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories (rom instructions) 

ENGINEERING 

Period of Significance 

1952 

Significant Dates 

N/A 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

W i l l i a m F r a n c i s Gibbs 

P r e s i d e n t of Gibbs & Cox 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibiiographicai References 

Bibliography 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
C F R 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
• previousiy determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

or more coniinualion sheets.) 

Primary location of additional data: 

• State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local government 
• University 
' X Other 

Name of repository: 

. . Pe r sona l - .Co l l ec t ion 

P W i l l i a m DiBenedetto 
.John DeVennv 
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Statenient of Significance 

The SS UNITED STATES is eligible under Criterion C for Engineering for its innovative 
hull design, safety features, and power train and as an important work of prominent ship 
ship designers Gibbs & Cox. Launched in 1952 the SS UNITED STATES meets 
Criteria Consideration G as an exceptionally significant resource that has achieved significance 
within the past fifty years. 

Historical background and significance: 

The SS UNITED STATES is historically significant as being the largest, fastest, safest and 
most technologically advanced ocean liner ever built in this country and perhaps the world. 
She was the greatest achievement for the career of William Francis Gibbs, one of this 
country's most respected Naval Architects of this century. She was and still is the fastest 
ocean liner in the world and captured the record for the fastest passage across the Atlantic 
Ocean during her maiden voyage, July 3, 1952 thm July 14, 1952. She is one of the most 
powerfiil ships ever built including naval vessels. 

The success ofthe QUEEN MARY, QUEEN ELIZABETH, ILE DE FRANCE and other 
large liners as troopships during World War II allowed Gibbs to convince the US 
Govemment, and the US Navy that a fast superliner that could be converted into a troopship 
was a good idea. United States Lines looking to replace pre war tonnage, did not need much 
convincing. Her initial constmction cost of $79.5 Million was paid for by; the US 
Govenunent-Maritime Administration $19.5 million, the US Navy $25 million and United 
States Lines $25 million. United States Lines was the official owner who operated her during 
her 17 year service life. 

Discussions between all the interested parties started right after World War n with the final 
design stage beginning during 1948. The new ship was to have and be the best in every 
respect; safest afloat, with ability to stay afloat with a large amount of damage. She was to 
be fireproof, have the ability to still move under her own power with one of her boiler/engine 
rooms inoperable. She was to have a very large cmsing range with the fiiel carried aboard and 
to be a comfortable superliner carrying passengers back and forth from the United States to 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 

Europe. Her troopship capability was to allow the conversion from 2,000 passengers to 
carrying 14,000 troops in 48 hours. 

Constmction started on Febmary 8, 1950 in Newport News Virginia. Gibbs insisted that 
the new ship be built in a drydock to prevent damage during launch but the real reason was to 
prevent anyone from leaming any secrets about HIS ship! William Francis made sure any 
press releases, photographs or any other informtion relating to the UNITED STATES, 
released to the public, was approved by himself Virtually no information about the 
powerplant or hull was released. Constmction proceeded rapidly due to large amounts 
of pre-frabrication that were used. The launch was simply filling the drydock with water 
from the James River, vnth the naming ceromony taking place on June 23, 1951. Sea trials 
were held in May and June 1952 and only minor corrections were required by the new 
owners. She began her sailing career in July 1952 by smashing the record for the fastest 
trans-Atlantic voyage both east and westbound. The UNITED STATES spent her service life 
on the Atlantic run from New York City to Southampton, England vwth stops at Le Havre, 
France and Bremerhaven, Germany. Occasionally she did Caribbean cmises during the 
winter. She was well patronized by passengers until being laid up in Norfolk during November 
1969. 

She had been operating in the red since the late 1950's. The introduction of the jet, strikes by 
the crew and the imminent lost of US Govemment subsidies sealed her fate. StiU in layup, 
during 1973 she was sold by United States Lines back the the Maritime Administration for the 
remaining mortgage amount The US Navy did a study to convert the UNITED STATES 
into a Hospital Ship but decided other ships would be cheaper to convert. The ship was for 
sale but there were no takers until US Cmises Inc bought the ship for $5 million, during 
1980, for use as a Cmise Ship around Hawaii. During 1984 a auction was held selling off 
most of the interior appointments such as art work, fiimiture, dishes, silver, glasses, railings 
etc. Anything that was not to be used in the planned refit in Germany. Financial problems 
prevented anymore activity towards the planned conversion. During 1989 the UNITED 
STATES was evicted from her Norfolk pier and moved to a CSX coal pier in Newport News 
Virginia. Less than one mile from where she was built. 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 

During April 1992 she was sold at auction for $2.6 million, to Mamara Marine, for unpaid 
bills. She was towed to Istanbul, Turkey to be renovated into a Cmise ship by her new 
owners. During December 1993 she was moved to Sevastopol, Ukraine for the entire interior 
of marinite to be removed along with all asbesos in the engineering areas. During July 1996 
she was towed from Turkey to Philadelphia Pa. to be converted into a Cmise Ship. 
November 1997 she was again sold at auction to Edward A Cantor, holder of the mortgage. 
Plans still call to make use of the ship as a Cmise Ship or perhaps a floating hotel. 

The remarkable story ofthe SS UNITED STATES began in Philadelphia during the late 
1880's with William Francis Gibbs. During November of 1894, at the young age of eight, he 
attended the launch of the ST LOUIS at the shipyard of Wm. Cramp & Sons, Philadelphia. It 
was from that moment that William Francis Gibbs dedicated his life to ships. In the 
background he had a quiet younger brother, Frederic H. who was to share his dream and 
become his financial and business partner for the adventure into the 20th Century. The tum of 
the Century brought about great advances in marine design and propulsion. William Francis 
followed every development with intense interest. Both he and his brother Frederic traveled 
on the White Star Liners OCEANIC and CELTIC, two of the largest liners in the world at 
that time. Later in 1907 they traveled on both the LUSITANIA and the MAURETANIA, 
exploring and investigating them to leam all they could about these new Ocean Liners. 

During his early schooling he surrounded himself with technical manuals, engineering 
publications and books about ships and machinery. K s formal education led him to become 
an attomey in deference to his father, but at the same time, followed his dedication and taught 
himself all aspects of ship design. WilUam Francis had a dream of building two 1,000 foot 
liners that would be larger and faster than the two speed queens LUSITANIA and 
MAURETANIA. This idea was presented to Mr Franklin the President of Intemational 
Mercantile Marine, who then got approval and support from it famous owner, J.P. Morgan. 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 

This team was able to convince the US Shipping Board and the Navy to support the project of 
building two 1,000 foot liners capable of 30 knots+. In 1919 the New York Times published 
a large article dedicated to describing the plans for these two large liners. However, the 
National Depression put a hold on these plans, but Gibbs never gave up his dream of a 1,000 
foot superliner. 

One of William Francis Gibbs most famous projects was the conversion of the former 
German Ocean Liner VATERLAND into the US liner LEVIATHAN. When he 
tried to obtain the plans, for the LEVIATHAN, from the ships builders Blohm & Voss the 
price of $1,000,000 was far to high. Gibbs then undertook the task of redrawing the plans of 
the LEVIATHAN from scratch. He suceeded in completing this project which established the 
Gibbs brothers as leaders in ship design. Eventual projects included liners such as the 
MALOLO of 1927, SANTA PAULA, SANTA LUCIA, SANTA ROSA of 1932 , 
AMERICA of 1938. the yachts SAVARONA, ALVA and HUSSAR( still in service as the 
SEA CLOUD). He also designed Cmisers, Destroyers, LST'S, Tugs, Tankers, Minesweepers 
and other ships for the US N A V Y before and after World War H. The famous New York 
fireboat FIREFIGHTER came from the Gibbs drawing boards. The final, great achievement 
for William Francis was the SS UNITED STATES. She represented the culmination of a 
life-long career and the fiilfillment of a life's ambition to create one of the best built, safest and 
fastest Superliners ever created. 

William Francis GKbbs incorporated all the best ideas of ship design into the SS UNITED 
STATES. He used years of experience and technical knowledge to use new ideas and 
irmovations in his wonder ship, the ship he had been planning to build for most of his life. 
Her cost at $79 million was more than double any other liner built to date. All the additional 
costs being associated with craftsmanship, safety and design innovation. 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 

One of the first areas that he used a new technology was in the area of propulsion. Gibbs had 
tried for years to convince the US Navy to use high temperature and high pressure steam in 
the ships he designed for them. The US Navy was content to keep their steam plants at 600 
psi, including the IOWA class battleships. Several converted expermental ships had proven 
the technology of 1,000 degree 1,000 psi steam turbine propulsion plants. The SS UNITED 
STATES was the first ship to have this technology installed while she was being buih, thus 
setting the trend for the nuclear powered aircraft carriers of today. Interestingly, her eight 
boilers are capable of producing more steam than her giant turbines can handle. 

As she was to be a Navy Auxiliary all critical areas of the ship were duplicated, including the 
propulsion plant. There were two engine rooms and two boiler rooms each seperated by a 
watertight bulkhead. Cross piping allowed many different boiler/turbine combinations. In 
regular trans-Atlantic service only 6 boilers, out of the 8, on board were used at any one time 
and then only at 60 percent capacity. 

The propellers William Francis chose to use are eighteen feet in diameter, 4 bladed props on 
her forward shafts and 5 bladed props on the aft shafts. The 4 bladed propellers acted as a 
sort of overdrive and the combination helped to reduce vibration. There have been many 
statements about her tme speed during her sea trials in 1952, figures have been quoted from 
38 knots to over 45 knots. Her offical speed on the trials was 38.32 knots. One of the 
engineers during the trials stated that she actually achieved an incredible 44.7 knots. He also 
stated that the tremendous vibration caused his cup of coffee to bounce across the engine 
room log table! There were two rpm ratings; actual turbine rpm maximum at merchant rating 
was 4,294 RPM, the Navy rating was 5,240 RPM. With all this data it becomes quite apparent 
that even when she won the Blue Ribbon, for the fastest transatlantic crossing, from the 
Queen Mary she was not mnning anywhere near her top capability. In fact, while in passenger 
service she would only use about 108,000 shp against her trial horsepower of over 242,000 
shp. Quite simply the SS UNITED STATES is the most powerfiil merchant ship ever built 
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and quite likely will remain so. Even today she would rival the Nuclear Aircraft Carriers in 
horsepower produced. 

William Francis also designed duplication in key control systems on the ship. On the bridge 
there were four engine order telegraphs each were dual read to ensure the signals got to the 
engine rooms. The steering system had three helms. There were two manual helms, one 
located on the Bridge and the other on the aft docking bridge. The main helm on the bridge 
was part of a automatic steering system attached to the latest design of the Sperry Auto Gryo 
Compass. This allowed the ship to maintain a steady course with little human intervention. 
The two emergency generators were located on the promenade deck and beneath the forward 
smokestack to ensure they would operate to the last moment in the event the ship was 
sinking. 

The next area of innovation was the hull and superstmcture design. The UNITED STATES 
was longitudinally framed, rather than transverse like the other major liners of the time. This 
gave greater strength for the same weight of hull. The length(990 ft) to width(101.5 ft) ratio 
of 10 to one, made the hull design very fine and efficient through the water. The ship was 
designed to be a four compartment ship, while her best competitors were two and three 
compartment ships. This meant she would stay afloat with any four adjoining compartments 
flooded including the engine and boiler rooms. 

In order to save weight and reduce the ships displacement, Gibbs opted to use aluminum for 
the superstmcture, except for the front which was constmcted of steel. This was the largest 
amount of aluminum ever used on any man made object at that time. Over 2,000 tons of 
aluminum was used. Masts, fiiimels, lifeboats, oars and davits were also constmcted of 
aluminum. One of the problems William Francis had to overcome was the reaction between 
the dissimilar metals of steel and aluminum. Special insulation was used between the two 
metals then stainlesss steel rivets were used to attach them. Gibbs would inspect the ship the 
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remainder of his life to ensure that his idea was successfiil. All the materials were the finest, 
such as non corrosive cupro-nickle, which was used for the most of the piping on board. The 
swimming pool was constmcted of lightweight monel (metal) instead of the usual tile, ffis 
ideas are still used today in the constmction of modem cmise ships. 

Gibbs was obsessed with fireproofing and insisted that no wood or flammable material be used 
in the ships constmction. There was some wood on the ship, such as the piano, butchers 
block, cork insulation and other small uses on board. All fabrics were treated to be fire 
retardant. Special nonflammable paint was used for the entire ship. All of the fiimiture used 
such as chairs, tables, lamps, dressers and bed frames were specially constmcted of 
aluminum. All the artwork was made of nonflammable materials such as aluminum, glass and 
glass foam.. Railings both inside and out were aluminum. The Decks were steel or aluminum 
covered by a mbber like material called neotech. Even the deck chairs we constmcted of 
heavy weight aluminum. All interior walls that were not made of steel or aluminum were 
constmcted of marinite, a lightweight fireproof wallboard. Unlike many other ships the 
electrical system was completely insulated from the hull to prevent short circuits which could 
result in fires. Steel fire bulkheads were arranged approximately every 110 feet on each deck. 
Because of all the safety and strength designs there were no large unbroken vistas that existed 
on other previous superliners. Gibbs was determined that catastrophies that destroyed other 
great liners such as the NORMANDIE, MORROW CASTLE and others would not take place 
on his wonder ship. The Damage Control Room adjoining the Bridge contained all the latest 
safety monitoring systems mcluding fire detectors and the water tight compartment door 
controls. 

The most important fact about the SS UNITED STATES was that she was built as a ukra 
safe and fast transportation vehicle to carry 3,000 passengers and crew between the United 
States and Europe. She did this with remarkable efficiency. As a troopship she could carry 
14,000 troops, 12,000 miles without refiaeling. It is a well known fact that she captured the 
Blue Ribbon for the fastest Atlantic crossing on her maiden voyage during July 1952, beating 
the previous record by over 10 hours. The UNITED STATES had great appeal to 
passengers and became the most popular super liner on the Atlantic for many years. She 
carried many famous passenger such as the Duke and Duchess of Windsor, John Wayne, 
President Tmman, President Eisenhower, Marlyn Monre, Queen Frederika of Greece, 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 

Princess Grace Kelly, Joseph Keimedy, President Kennedy, President Clinton, Bob Hope, 
Joan Crawford, Rita Hayworth, President Tubman of Liberia and many others. The list 
reads as a who's who of rich and famous people. She carried the regular passenger in great 
comfort and style in First, Cabin, and Tourist Class. Even Tourist Class got to enjoy being 
served in nicely decorated public rooms with fine silver. 

The UNITED STATES is one of the best examples of American Shipbuilding skill which had 
it roots several hundred years ago, from primative sloops of the 18th century, to the gracefial 
clipper ships ofthe 19th century, to the innovative SS UNITED STATES ofthe 20th century. 
She was the largest passenger vessel ever built in this country. She was the most powerfiil 
merchant ship ever built and rivals the most powerfiil naval vessels. The first ever to 
incorporate vast quantities of aluminum in ship constmction. Dual engineering and operating 
systems were incorporated for reliability and safety. Only the best materials were used in her 
constmction. The SS UNITED STATES is certainly one of the finest ships ever built. 
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Name of Property 

f n i i a d e i p h i a , F A 

County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 2.5 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet j 
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Zone Easting 

J !_ 

Northing 

L i _ _ L . i . J . . . i .J 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Zone 
LXi.J.__L_J_ 
Easting Northing 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the txiundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title. P W i l l i a m D i B e n e d e t t o / P r e s i d e n t 

organization SS UNITED STATES PRESERVATION SOCIETY fjatR June 6 , 1998 

street & number 10104 Ea r t hs tone Court 

city or town R a l e i g h 

telephone 919-517-2021 

state NC zip code 27615 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative blacl< and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

Edward A . Cantor 
name 

Street & number 1203 West S a i n t Georges Ave. 

city or town L inden 

telephone 108-q?S-fi6' in 

state N.T zip code 070'̂ f> 

Paperworic Reduction Act Statement: This information Is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act. as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden tor this form is estimated lo average 18 1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing Ihe lorm. Direct commenis regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington. DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Pro)ects (1024-0018). Washington, DC 20503. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

The Ship at berth at Pier 82 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The selected boundary includes the ship and there are no associated resources 
which have been excluded from the boundary. 
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Fig. 1(«) Sheer and hall-breadth plans (foreshortened to fit In page) 
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Fig. 1(a) Continued 
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CITY OF PHILADELPH 

•to 

PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL 
c;n.\/|MlSSION 
One Parkway 
1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19102 
683-4590 
Fax 683-4594 

WAYNE S. SPILOVE 
Chairman 

RICHARD TYLER, Ph.O. 
Historic Preservation Officer 

JBrenda Barrett, Director 
for Historic Preservation „ / ^ 

ennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 
P.O.Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026 

16 February 199? 

Dear Ms. Barrett: 

At its meeting of 12 November 1998, the Philadelphia Historical Commission 
considered the nomination ofthe S.S. United States for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places. Prior to the meeting each member of the Commission received a copy of 
the nomination. 

I commented briefly on the criteria ofthe National Register and the significance of 
the S.S. United States The Commission voted unanimously that the S.S. United States 
meets criterion C of the National Register and recommended its entry on the National 
Register. 

The Commission provided pubUc notice of its meeting of 12 November by placing an 
advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation. The Commission also advised by 
letter the owner of the 5.5. C/mYecf5/a/es and the preparer ofthe nominati'rtr 

you for your consideration of this letter. 

Yours truly, ^ --'^ 

Richard Tyler 
Historic Preservation Officer 

FEB 1 9 H 
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1 N A T W S T E R . HISTORY 
& EDUCATION 

NATiONALPAP<S£BV!CE_.. 
M r . Paul Lusignan 

National Register of Historic Places 

1849 C Street R M N C 400 

Waskington, D . C . 20240 

Apr i l 21 , 1999 

Dear M r . Lusignan; 

A wonderful treasure sits rusting at a municipal pier in Pkiladelpkia. Many pass Ly witkout as 

muck as a tkougkt as to wkom and wkat ske is, ker glorious past and ker representation of 

American pride Lotk of industry and society. Tkis grand lady is in poor kealtk and dire need of 

kelp. Her facade tkat for many years portrayed elegance, glamour and style is now cracking under 

tke stress of tke elements. 

Not only kas tkis grand lady served ker country well, kut ske is tke emkodiment of a kygone era a 

floating portrait of tke past. As witk all kistorical places, sometking in tke intrinsic nature of tke 

place kears witness to our country, tke period in kotk national kistory and also tke world's 

position at tkat time. Tkis lady kolds a position in tke catalogues of our nation's past wi tktke 
now enskrined places of tke Likerty Bel l and Independence Hal l . Ske demands tke attention 

given tkese kistoric skrines to guarantee ker preservation for tke future. 

O u r lady, tke ocean liner United States, kas completed many skort trips on tke long voyage to 

save ker from tke scrap yard. Please, in recognition of ker past and ker witness of our great 

nation to tne wor Id, add ker to tke National R egister of Historic Places. 

Akselm T . W . Rickards 



Brian S. Ladley 
6655 McCallum Street, Apt. 302 

Philadelphia, PA 19119 
215-843-1665 (home) 
215-422-1387 (office) 

April 21, 1999 

Paul Lusignan 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Sti-eet R M N C 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

HPIf A1999 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I am writing to express my deep interest in the preservation of the ocean liner SS 
United States. I was thrilled to hear that the Permsylvania Historical and Museum 
Coinmission unanimously nominated the ship as a national treasure to be listed on the 
historical register. I urge the National Park Service to follow suit and list her on the 
register. The SS United States, or the "Big U" , is one of our most important and most 
threatened landmarks. Her supporters, and there are many, want to see her preserved in 
some maimer. She is the only tangible reminder of an era gone by in our national history. 
The Big U is the prime example of American naval design and was the fastest ocean liner 
ever. Many famous people were among her passengers, including President Clinton. 

This unique symbol of national pride should not be allowed to be sold for scrap. 
It must be preserved for a whole new generation of Americans who have never had the 
chance to step foot on an ocean liner. I would fall into that category. I am twenty five 
years old and was bom too late for the age of regular ocean travel. Fortxmately, I live in 
Philadelphia, and fi'om my office window, I can see the two huge flmnels painted red, 
white, and blue looming above the Delaware River as the finest American vessel ever 
built rusts away, awaiting her fate. I hope it can be a happy one. 

To be listed on the National Register of Historic Places will be an important step in the 
preservation of the SS United States, as well as a fitting title to bestow upon her. 
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. 

Sincerely, 

Brian S. Ladley 



April 21, 1999 

National Register of Historic Places 
Attn: Paul Lusignan 
1849 C Street RMNC 400 
Washington DC, 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan: 

f?ECE!VED 2m 1̂  

APR 29 1999 

I just heard that the SS United States passenger ship is a nominee for the National Register of 
Historic Places. I hope that the National Park Service accepts this nomination and grants the SS 
United States recognition on the National Register. 

In the summer of 1959 my family retumed to the US aboard this magnificent vessel. My father 
had been stationed in France and Germany where he served with thousands of other Americans 
involved with rebuilding and defending post-war Europe. Our family was but one of thousands 
of military and civilian families who benefited fi'om the astonishing comfort and speed of an 
Atlantic crossing on the SS United States. 

This ship is a truly remarkable engineering, architectural and organizational achievement. She 
so aptly demonstrates the American spirit, consistently outperforming all the other ships of her 
type. Yet she was designed and built by a nation with a very small commercial maritime 
industry. Indeed, she was one of just a handfiil of passenger vessels built in the US ~ yet, the SS 
United States was the greatest of all the trans oceanic passenger vessels built before or since. 

The SS United States served this nation with power and grace for 17 years, as a passenger liner, 
as a convertible troop carrier for times of conflict, and as a symbol of America's leadership and 
ingenuity. She remains today in Philadelphia, now sadly rusted and faded. But mst and fade 
caimot conceal the greatness ~ she still looks like she's moving at 35 knots and still shows the 
proud name United States on her bow. 

This great ship seems to qualify in every way as a historic place of national significance. Please 
help preserve the vessel and its proud history by placing her in the Register. 

Very tmly yours, 

William N. Sullivan, US Citizen 
324 Hermosa SE 
Albuquerque, NM 
87108 



J—... 

1 Lookout Avenue 
Falmouth Heights IMf ^ 199' 
CapeCod, MA 02540 
April 22, 1999 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have recently seen on the news that the ocean liner, the S.S. United 
States, has the opportunity to be saved and made into a park. I most 
certainly hope that our government will do that. 

I grew up in this century and saw many firsts such as airplanes, jets, 
rockets, computers, and more. These always are exciting and impressive 
at first but then become common place. Years later we look at them as 
really something and wish that we still had one for our museums. The 
S.S. United States is one of those monumental pieces that express 
American ingenuity and industry. When it was launched, it was the 
greatest ship that ever existed. To loose this symbol of America at her 
peak would be a shame. 

I hope that you and your committee will vote for her to listed on your 
register. 

Sincerely, 

C.J { - -

Dorothy C. Argento 



Joseph G. Mizii 
132 Parkview Drive 

Teaneck, NJ 07666-3804 
jgmsys@gate.cybernex.net 

April 23, 1999 
f III AT /-.,~r'~._. 

Mr̂  Paul Lusignan 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street — R M NC 400 
Washington DC, 20240 

Mr. Lusignan: 

I am writing to you today because an old friend is in need of your help. Please, allow me to elaborate. 

It has come to my attention that the National Park Service is considering the nomination of the SS United States as a 
possible candidate for National Monument status. Tliis is an important decision that members of the SS United States 
Foundation and people around the world feel would be appropriate given her enormous achievements and contributions to 
the betterment of American society at large. Her accomplishments, therefore, are of significant national prominence, even 
though she is not yet fifty years old. .Although I have never sailed on her (I am all of thirty-two years old), I somehow feel 
connected to her. 

When I was but a small child, possibly at the age of three, my parents would routinely escort my sister and I on excursions 
to the port of New York to see the passenger ships in their berths. In those happy days before the spectre of terrorism 
appeared, one could tour the vessels as they were docked. I have a dim recollection of seeing those great red, white and 
blue funnels towering over those of the other ships and above the piers. I suspect I would have been awestruck at the time 
(although clearly not grasping the sight given my age then), as I was when I recently visited her in Philadelphia. But now, 
those magnificent red, white and blue fiinnels have faded, and the sight of them, along with that of the great mst patch on 
her port bow, moved me to great pity. It is not right that such a symbol of American ingenuity at its finest be allowed to 
fade away. .And so I am asking you, on behalf of the SS United States Foundation, to seriously consider her nomination. 

You may be saying to yourself, "Why should I care about an old msty ship possessed of virtually no commercial value?" 
The answer is that the ship DOES have value. She is stracturally sound, according to her own designers, even at this 
advanced age. And as has been previously stated in other words, she can still stir awe in the heart of the beholder. I was 
literally speechless when I visited her in Philadelphia. 

The SS United States Foundation, through the power of the Intemet, has generated a nationwide—no, now worldwide— 
grassroots effort to save the ship. Yes, WORLDWIDE! People from over fifty countries have sent e-mail messages to 
the chairman ofthe Foundation, Mr. Robert Westover, and to Michael Alexander, creator of the www.ss-united-states.com 
web site, supporting our efforts and wanting to involve themselves in the issue. News stories have even appeared on the 
BBC about the Big U. Another question which might come to mind right now is, "What good will saving this ship do for 
the United States of America?" I can address this. 

We are currently in an age filled with apathy, disappointment and disillusionment. As a society, there are few things left 
worth believing in. Would it not be fitting, then, to tum to a symbol of when America was tmly great, when our nation 
was the envy of the world, when Americans were loved and respected wherever they went, to act as a rallying cry to 
reunite a divided nation? Could we not then also heal a wounded world through that symbol? That symbol, for me, is the 
SS United States, a sentiment already echoed by many across the nation, and around the world. 

Please, feel free to go to Mr. Alexander's web site. Leam everything you can about the Big U. There is so much to know, 
but I cannot put it all forth here. I've probably already said a mouthful. Will you not join our crasade? 

Thank you for your time and consideration of such an important issue to many. 

Sincereh 

Joseph G. Mizii 
Voting member, SS United States Foundation 



Glencoe Models 
Box 846 
Northboro 
Massachusetts 
01532 
Tel 508 869-6877 
Fax 508 869-2462 

23 APR 99 

Paul Lusignan 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

RE: Listing the SS UNITED STATES on the National Register 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have been following many of the events regarding the preservation of the ship, S.S. United 
States. I think that saving this ship is one of the important things that your department can do 
in the last days of this century. 

The S. S United States is a symbol of our nation's greatness. She exemplifies our postwar place 
in the world. Her construction may be simple by today's standard but she is also extremely 
rugged and well built. 

As we tum into the 21st century and reflect back upon the 20th century, I think that one of the 
most important aspects of this last century will be the explosion of technology. During that 
period we developed the automobile, airplane, computer, laser, television, went to the Moon 
and more. The S.S. United States is a symbol of all of that. It was the pinnacle of ocean liners 
and American ship building. 

As I mentioned earlier, this ship is extremely well built which will make her less expensive to 
maintain over time. That good American construction is easily evident when you approach 
her. I was in more awe seeing her for the first time than all but one of our nation's monument. 
That exception was the Statue of Liberty. You just look at her in her red, white, and blue and 
you say, "Now, that's American!" 

I manufacture plastic models for the hobby market. We produce a large kit of the S.S. United 
States from molds made during her debut in the 1950s. When I issued this kit I was surprised by 
two things. The first was the general response of the American public. Usually, ships are only 
famous if they sunk. However, everyone knew the "Big U". I had letters flowing in thanking 
me for saving these old molds of this ship. People look at her with incredible respect and 
fondness. The second was that our foreign distributors did very well with the sales of this kit. I 
expected sales to be marginal because she is so American. People from other lands look upon 
the S.S. United States with the same impression that we do and as a symbol of greatness. 

The S. S United States would not only be monument of great ships. She would also be a tribute 



to American ship building and the American worker. 

I greatly fear that our nation is loosing its grip on manufacturing. I watch the stock market and 
wonder if all of that money had been invested into American manufacturing, what would our 
nation's economy be like? The S.S. United States is an excellent example of what we can make. 
She wotild be a good lesson for children and adults of what we once use to do and can do again. 

In my younger years, I was interested in museum education and employment. I worked at two 
museums, the New England Science Center and the Higgins Armoury Museum. I also sell 
quite a bit of our product to museum shops. I have also seen an explosion of interest in 
museums about aircraft, ships, and technology; particularly aircraft. I believe that a museum of 
the S.S. United States would be commercial success. I for one would make many trips to her. 

Should your department list her on the National Register, you can count on our company to 
help you in what ever fashion we can. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

^icholakj^. Argento 
President 



Glencoe Models 
24 APR 99 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have included a model kit and extra cover of the artwork for you and 
your department. I hope that having a physical representation of the 
might assist you in your decision. 

Please do what you wish with the model and do not feel obligated to 
return it or re-imburse us for it. If your policy is not to accept such 
things, please dispose of it to someone needy. The art work, use for 
what ever use you need. 

Thank you and good luck. 

Yours truly, 

Nicholas P. Argento 
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April 24, 1999 

National Register of Historic Places 
Paul Lusignan 
1849 C. Street RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have seen in the newspapers that our nations greatest ocean liner, SS 
United States, is being considered as a national monument. I hope that 
this great ship will be accepted as such. Not only is she an emblem our 
nation's greatness in technology and manufacturing but I believe that she 
will be commercial success like so many of the growing ship museums 
today. 

I wonder if you have considered this. The SS United States was designed 
as much to be a troop ship as an ocean liner. The only reason that she 
was not scrapped was because of this dual nature. If she is preserved, 
she can still function as a troop ship if needed. As events evolve in this 
world, we might Just need such a ship. In Winston Churchill's biography 
he is quoted as saying that the ocean liners (carrying thousands and 
thousands of soldiers to Europe) saved the war. 

I hope that you'll preserve the SS United States. 

Sincerely, 



-CHARLES A, EATOM-
32 DOCK LANE 

SALISBURY, MA 01952 t 

APR 3 0 1999 

April 24, 1999 

National Register of Historic Places 
Paul Lusignan 
1849 C. Street RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have seen in the newspapers that our nations greatest ocean liner, SS 
United States, is being considered as a national monument. I hope that 
this great ship will be accepted as such. Not only is she an emblem our 
nation's greatness in technology and manufacturing but I believe that she 
will be commercial success like so many of the growing ship museums 
today. 

I wonder if you have considered this. The SS United States was designed 
as much to be a troop ship as an ocean liner. The only reason that she 
was not scrapped was because of this dual nature. If she is preserved, 
she can still function as a troop ship if needed. As events evolve in this 
world, we might just need such a ship. In Winston Churchill's biography 
he is quoted as saying that the ocean liners (carrying thousands and 
thousands of soldiers to Europe) saved the war. 

I hope that you'll preserve the SS United States. 

Sincerely 



Mr 4 
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April 24, 1999 

National Register of Historic Places 
Paul Lusignan 
1849 C. Street RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have seen in the newspapers that our nations greatest ocean liner, SS 
United States, is being considered as a national monument. I hope that 
this great ship will be accepted as such. Not only is she an emblem our 
nation's greatness in technology and manufacturing but I believe that she 
will be commercial success like so many of the growing ship museums 
today. 

I wonder if you have considered this. The SS United States was designed 
as much to be a troop ship as an ocean liner. The only reason that she 
was not scrapped was because of this dual nature. If she is preserved, 
she can still function as a troop ship if needed. As events evolve in this 
world, we might just need such a ship. In Winston Churchill's biography 
he is quoted as saying that the ocean liners (carrying thousands and 
thousands of soldiers to Europe) saved the war. 

I hope that you'll preserve the SS United States. 

Sincerely, 
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April 24, 1999 

National Register of Historic Places 
Paul Lusignan 
1849 C. Street RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have seen in the newspapers that our nations greatest ocean liner, SS 
United States, is being considered as a national monument. I hope that 
this great ship will be accepted as such. Not only is she an emblem our 
nation's greatness in technology and manufacturing but I believe that she 
will be commercial success like so many of the growing ship museums 
today. 

I wonder if you have considered this. The SS United States was designed 
as much to be a troop ship as an ocean liner. The only reason that she 
was not scrapped was because of this dual nature. If she is preserved, 
she can still function as a troop ship if needed. As events evolve in this 
world, we might just need such a ship. In Winston Churchill's biography 
he is quoted as saying that the ocean liners (carrying thousands and 
thousands of soldiers to Europe) saved the war. 

I hope that you'll preserve the SS United States. 

Sincerely, 

AuĴ <f ̂ ^̂^̂  



April 26, 1999 

National Register of Historic Places 
Paul Lusignan 
1849 C Street R M N C 400 
Washington DC, 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I am writing this letter with the intent to persuade you to place the S.S. United States on the National Register of 
Historic Places. I am sure you are aware that this ship is a national treasure, an endangered piece of history, and one 
of America's greatest technological achievements. The loss that this country would suffer if this great ship were to 
be scrapped is immeasurable. I would place this magnificent ship in the same league as the Apollo 11 capsule, the 
Wright Flyer, or the X-1 (the first plane to break the sound barrier). We preserve these because they are testament to 
what this country can do better than any other on the Earth. The S.S. United States should be placed in the same 
regard and should be allowed to teach others of the great things this country has accomplished, and as a memory of a 
time that will not be seen again. 

On a more personal note, this ship has always had a place in my heart, and I would appreciate any help you could 
give to make certain she does not just live in my memories. 

Thank you very much for any consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Chris R. Cunningham 

Elviscrc@gdi.net 
221 Tides Road 
Winter Springs, FL 32708 
407-767-2966 



Michael David Wasiljov cVrc 3-
4017 8th Street V r 

Baltimore, Maryland 21225 \ \ ---Aot̂  
410-354-1289 \ \ ,<^j||P^ ̂  

Mike24745@aol.coiii x 

28 April 99 

National Register of Historic Places 
Paul Lusignan 
1849 C Street 
Room NC-400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Sir, 

I am writing this letter to you in support of having the SS 
UNITED STATES listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. This ship is of tremedous historical significance; the 
fastest ship of it's size and greatest ocean liner ever built. She is a 
tribute to American ingenuity and know how and deserves this 
recognition. Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Michael David Wasiljov 
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Paul Lusignan ^ — -̂ -----iu.LllLJ 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being listed on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a symbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. All one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this. Americans are interested in their history. I 
beUeve that they will be more interested as the millennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century. 

I hope that your committee will recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean liner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
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Paul Lusignan ; " | 
National Register of Historic Places ' ~~-
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being hsted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a sjrmbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. Al l one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this. Americans are interested in their history. I 
believe that they will be more interested as the millennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century. 

I hope that your committee will recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean liner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 



May 1,1999 

Paul Lusignan 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

7̂ 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a symbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. Al l one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this. Americans are interested in their history. I 
beUeve that they will be more interested as the millennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century, 

I hope that your committee will recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 



May 1,1999 / j 

« , X . r / ^ I 199Q Paul Lusignan / ^ 
National Register of Historic Places / ^^'T- \ 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a symbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. Al l one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this, Americans are interested in their history, I 
beUeve that they wiU be more interested as the millennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century, 

I hope that your committee will recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean liner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 



May 1,1999 / 
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Paul Lusignan I j ||^y / i .ggq 
National Register of Historic Places | I ^ 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 l mR[(A:'' : - • -
Washington, DC 20240 ' 

Dear Mr, Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation Usting the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a symbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. Al l one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this. Americans are interested in their history. I 
beUeve that they will be more interested as the miUennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century, 

I hope that your committee will recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

SACLD /l£ 
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Paul Lusignan 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation Usting the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a sjrmbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. Al l one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last tŵ o decades to verify this. Americans are interested in their history. I 
beUeve that they will be more interested as the miUennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century. 

I hope that your committee will recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sin / 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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Paul Lusignan f | ^f^ | | jggg 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a symbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. Al l one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this. Americans are interested in their history. I 
beUeve that they will be more interested as the millennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century. 

I hope that your committee will recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out ofthe unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

fLl 



May 1,1999 j _ ncr-r^ 22̂ '̂ ~~| 

Paul Lusignan j ! MAY f 71999 ! 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 tf 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. 1 strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a sjrmbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. Al l one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this. Americans are interested in their history. I 
beUeve that they will be more interested as the miUennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth centviry, 

I hope that your conmiittee will recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on otir register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
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May 1, 1999 

Paul Lusignan 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, R M NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a sjrmbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. All one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this. Americans are interested in their history. I 
beUeve that they will be more interested as the millennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century. 

I hope that your committee will recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

U i C J C F i L , p p n j i } p ywr^ 



May 1, 1999 

Paul Lusignan \ | 7 |999 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 KV i 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a sjrmbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. Al l one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this. Americans are interested in their history. I 
beUeve that they will be more interested as the miUennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century. 

I hope that yotu* committee will recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on otu: register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

1^ ̂  
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Paul Lusignan 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a sjrmbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. All one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this, Americans are interested in their history, I 
beUeve that they will be more interested as the miUennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century, 

I hope that your committee wiU recoromend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register, 

-A 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 



May 1,1999 

Paul Lusignan 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr, Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a sjonbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. All one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this. Americans are interested in their history. I 
beUeve that they will be more interested as the miUennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth centtuy. 

I hope that your committee will recommend the S.S. United States for otir nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, Ji^^^Zr 

( A ^ ^ k/ajjifscXiA^ 'r elf' 



May 1, 1999 

Paul Lusignan 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a sjonbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. Al l one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this, Americans are interested in their history. I 
beUeve that they wiU be more interested as the miUennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century, 

I hope that your committee wiU recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
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Paul Lusignan U ^ l l S l ^ W I -3 
National Register of Historic Places " 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr, Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a symbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. All one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this, Americans are interested in their history, I 
beUeve that they will be more interested as the miUennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century. 

I hope that your committee will recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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May 1, 1999 

Paul Lusignan 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr, Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a symbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. All one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this, Americans are interested in their history. I 
beUeve that they will be more interested as the millennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century. 

I hope that your committee wiU recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean liner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely,^ 
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National Register of Historic Places | IWI RKF^""" T ~ -
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Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr, Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a symbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. All one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this. Americans are interested in their history. I 
beUeve that they will be more interested as the miUennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century. 

I hope that your committee will recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
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Paul Lusignan 6/999 I 
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1849 C Street, R M NC 400 f 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a symbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. Al l one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this. Americans are interested in their history. I 
beUeve that they wiU be more interested as the millennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century. 

I hope that your committee will recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for yotir time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
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May 1,1999 

Paul Lusignan 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a symbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. All one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this. Americans are interested in their history. I 
beUeve that they wUl be more interested as the millennium changes eind we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century. 

I hope that your committee wiU recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
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Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the National 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Regist^. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a sjrmbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. All one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this, Americans are interested in their history. I 
beUeve that they will be more interested as the millennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century, 

I hope that your committee will recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

^V5 Dp.\/I50A/ /^n> 

Lo^k^r^/r A/£U YORK liO'i^i 



May 1, 1999 

Paul Lusignan 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr, Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the Nattonal 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a symbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. Al l one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this. Americans are interested in their history. I 
beUeve that they will be more interested as the miUennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century. 

I hope that your committee wiU recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
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1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
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Dear Mr, Lusignan, 
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Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a sjrmbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
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As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. Al l one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this. Americans are interested in their history, I 
beUeve that they wUl be more interested as the miUennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century, 

I hope that your committee will recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
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Dear Mr, Lusignan, 
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Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation listing the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a symbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. Al l one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this. Americans are interested in their history. I 
beUeve that they will be more interested as the miUennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century, 

I hope that your committee will recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
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Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

I have become aware that the S.S. United States has come before the Nattonal 
Register of Historic Places for the purpose of being Usted on the Register. I strongly 
support our nation Usting the S.S. United States as an American treasure. 

To not list the S.S. United States would surely mean that she would eventually be 
sold for scrap. This would be a great loss to our nation. The S.S. United States is 
a symbol of our prowess as a nation in technology and manufacturing. She was a 
speed record holder between London and New York for many years, even beyond her 
active maritime life. 

As a park or museum, the S.S. United States would be a success. AU one has to 
do is see the number of maritime and aviation museums that have grown during 
the last two decades to verify this. Americans are interested in their history. I 
beUeve that they wUl be more interested as the miUennium changes and we reflect 
back on the momentous twentieth century. 

I hope that your committee will recommend the S.S. United States for our nation's 
register. Many famous hotels are listed on our national register. If one considers 
an ocean Uner to be a floating hotel, then it would not be out of the unusual to put 
her on our register. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 





Author: "Norberg; Lee" <NORBELE@mail.northgrum.com> at NP--INTERNET 
Date: 5/7/99 6:36 AM 
P r i o r i t y : Normal 
Receipt Requested 
TO: Paul Lusignan at NP-WASO-NRHE 
Subject: SS United States L i s t i n g on the Re g i s t e r 

Dear S i r , 

> As a fan and supporter of t h i s wonderful t r i b u t e to maritime 
> engineering, please i n c l u d e the " SS United States " on The 
> N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places. As a youngster of about 
> f i v e years of age, my f i r s t view of her up clos e was at P i e r 86 
> i n New York- her home p o r t . My f a t h e r took us ( my f a m i l y ) 
> there from Staten I s l a n d to see her f i r s t - h a n d . You might ask 
> why the s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t i n the SS United States? My f a t h e r 
> was employed by Gibbs&Cox i n the time-frame of 1949-1952 
> as a design e l e c t r i c a l engineer working on various aspects 
> of the SS United States e l e c t r i c a l system lay-out. I a l s o do 
> remember him t r a v e l i n g by t r a i n from Pennsylvania S t a t i o n 
> i n New York to Newport News, V i r g i n i a and s t a y i n g there from 
> Monday through F r i d a y while she was being b u i l t . So yes, I do 
> have a sentimental connection to t h i s great ship of the trans 
> A t l a n t i c c r o s s i n g era. 
> 
> She represented what t h i s country stood f o r - our best t a l e n t i n 
> America t o design, b u i l d and crew the best and s a f e s t passenger 
> l i n e r i n the world. Great c o n t r i b u t i o n s of i n d i v i d u a l t a l e n t made ' 
> her " 
> the ship she i s and always w i l l be - The SS United States. I can't 
> t h i n k of a most f i t t i n g t r i b u t e to honor the ship and the people 
> behind 
> her by l i s t i n g her on The N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places. 
> Thank 
> you f o r your valued time. 
> 
> s i n c e r e l y , 
> Lee Norberg 
> 158 R u s s e l l Road 
> Oakdale, NY 11769-2140 
> 
> 
> 
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A Message from the Chairman 

Thank you for taking the time to look at our infonnation package. What I feel is most exciting about this 
cause is that it's all volunteer. None of us are being paid. It's indeed a labor of love. Our hope is to see the 
SS United States restored as a touring museum, showcasing our nation's maritime achievements. Over a 
year ago, when I started this grass roots movement, I could not have imaged the amount of national 
attention we've been able to draw to the ship's plight And now the interest in saving this once proud 
symbol of American maritime mastery is becoming an intemational cause. I was even interviewed by the 
largest radio station in Johannesburg, South Africa! 

Those involved in this effort come from all walks of life and age groups; from elementary school children 
to senior citizens. Some of us have a love of the nautical world, some of us just think it's important to 
preserve something so magmficent as this ocean liner. The SS United States was—and still is~the fastest 
vessel of it's size ever built She is an engineering marvel of the world. I hope you will find this a 
worthwhile cause. 

If you have any questions please don't hesitate to ask. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Hudson Westover 



A Short History of the National Flagship 

By: Michael Alfano 
The ss United States was the brainchild of one of the world's foremost marine architects, William Francis 
Gibbs, His dream was to build a passenger ship that was faster, safer and more technologically advanced 
than anything dse afloat It was truly a construction project that challenged conventional thinking. In 1952, 
his dream became a reality when the ss United States crossed the North Atlantic in 3 days, 10 hours and 42 
minutes averaging 35.59 knots (65.48 km/hr or 40.96 mph). The design characteristics encompassing the 
United States read straight out of a James Bond novel, many remaining classified by the Navy well into the 
late 70's: 
• her 241,000 horsepower engines allowed her to reach a top speed of 43 knots (79.12 km/hr or 49,48 mph)* 
at 990*6" in length, she is the largest passenger vessel ever built in the United States 
• materials in construction included over 2,000 tons of aluminum; she has a poweMo-weight ratio that has 

never been equaled 
• she could steam 10,000 miles without stopping for fuel or supplies 
• the ship was totally fireproof, being constructed completely of non-flammable materials (publicists were 

so fond of pointing out that the only wood on board were in her pianos and the chopping blocks). 

The ss United States' $79 miUion construction cost was heavily underwritten by the federal government 
After the wartime success of Britain's Queen Mary and Queen Elizabeth, as troop transports, the Navy 
wanted a superliner of their own that could be easily con-verged to troopship duty. Such was tbe case when 
the British govemment called on the liner Queen Elizabeth 2 to transport British troops to the Falkland 
Islands in 1982, The United States was constructed so that in just one day, she could be converted into a troop 
transport capable of carrying over 15,000 men. She could outrun anything afloat and steam non-stop 
anywhere in the worid in less than 10 days. Although she was briefly on stand-by during the Cuban Missile 
Crisis in 1962, she was never called to troop-ship duty. 

Throughout her brief 17-year career, the United States held a near perfect schedule and never experienced an 
engineering failure. By comparison, the Queen Elizabeth 2 experienced recurring engine troubles that dated 
as far back as her builder's sea trials in 1969. It was so plagued with turbine troubles that after being adrift 
at sea without power on more than two occasions, her troublesome steam turbines were finally replaced with 
diesel units in 1986. 

Toward the end ofthe sixties, the jumbo jet invasion finally took it's toll on the famous trans-Atlantic 
superliners. On frequent sailings, the ship's 1000-plus crew often outnumbered paying passengers. In 
November 1969, faced with on-going union troubles and declining profits, the United States was sent to the 
Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock Company in Newport News, Virginia for her annual overhaul As 



fate would have it her boilers were never fired again. As the years passed, she remained docked in Norfolk, 
Virginia with little hope of revival. 

» 
The Pentagon, which was largely responsible for her construction, was, ironically, largely responsible for her 
demise. Because of the ship's highly secret design specifications, one of the stipulations that was incurred by 
the govemment was that the ship could never be sold to foreign interests. In the late 1970's Norwegian 
Caribbean Craise Lines was looking for a large vessel that it could convert to cmise service. After being 
turned down by the Maritime Administration to purchase the ss United States, the company purchased the 
idled supertiner France from the French govemment rechristened her Norway, and retumed her to service 
as the worid's longest cmise ship. 

In 1973 the Maritime Administration instaDed an extensive dehumidification system throughout the United 
States, leaving it virtually airtight The system proved remarkably well when an unfaded copy of the New 
York Times from November 1969 was found in a lounge, ten years later. It was evident at this point that the 
government had no future plans for the United States. Once the proud flagship of a nation, the Maritime 
Administration now saw the ss United States as a liability on their balance sheet In 1978, the Maritime 
Administration accepted a bid of $5 million from Seattie-based United States Cmises Inc. who planned to 
retura the ship to service as the world's first condominium-style craise ship. The ship's new owner, Richard 
H. Hadley, planned to finance the $150 million refit by selling cabins on a time-share basis. Brochures were 
printed, press releases issued and even contracts with shipyards signed, but nothing ever came to pass. 
Unable to pay the mounting dockage fees, in Febraary 1992, United States Craises Inc. was forced into 
bankmptcy. U.S Mar-shoals seized the ship and filed a court motion to sell the ship at auction. 

The ship's fate was sealed. After a failed attempt at retuming her to service, the ss United States, it seemed, 
would wind up at the ship breakers somewhere in the far east A stay of execution was granted when Fred 
Mayer of Marmara Marine Inc., purchased the ship at auction for $2.6 mOlion. Mayer, chairman of 
Commodore Cmise Lines, emigrated to the United States in the mid-60*s aboard the ss United States. He and 
his partners, one of which was a wealthy shipyard owner in btanbul, Turkey, n^otiated a plan with Cunard 
who would operate her as a ranning mate to the Queen Elizabeth 2. The ship would sail between New York 
and Southampton in the summer months while the winter months would be spent craising the tropics. In 
June 1992, the ship departed U.S. waters in tow, for Istanbul, Turkey, where once financing was secured 
workers would restore the ship to her former glory. 

Originally designed as a fireproof ship, asbestos was used extensively in the ship's interior constraction. An 
asbestos compound called Marinite was used in favor of plywood. The ship was loaded with it and if she were 
to sail in the 90's, the compound would have to be removed. Workmen began the arduous process of 
stripping the ship's interior right down to her metal bulkheads. As was the case ten years earlier, attempts to 
secure government assistance in the project proved unsuccessful Furthermore, faced with corporate 
restracturing, Cunard was no longer interested in operating another ship, especially one the size of the United 
States. It was thought that she wouM never see U.S. waters again, but in July 1996 the ss United States 
returaed to her homeland, but this time to Philadelphia, where the dormant Navy yard would reopen with 
the task of restoring the superiiner to it's long lost former glory. As before, financing for the enormous 
project failed to materialize. The ship remains idle, awaiting the final chapter of her story. 

* It is now known that the SS United States achieved speeds exceeding 44 knots, or 50mph (footnote by the SS 
United States Foundation). 
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National Report 
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Group Battles to Save Luxury Liner 
'Big U; and Glory of Its Day 

N E 

Photographs by Timothy M. Shaffer for The New York Times 

Robert Hudson Westover is leading an effort to preserve the imer United States, which is 17 stories high, 
weighs 59,000 tons and is 990 feet long. The ship, which made its first voyage in 1952, made its last in 1969! 

By IVER PETERSON 
PHILADELPHIA, April 2 — An 

enormous luxury liner Ues empty 
and dark at the municipal pier here, 
pulling against its shore lines and 
straining, people who are fighting to 
save it say, for open water. 

But seafaring is a distant past and 
unlikely future for the ship, the Unit­
ed States. The ship's paint is chipped 
and flaking, the lifeboats long gone, 
and even the reds, whites and blues 
of its raked funnels have faded into 
pastels. 

The task facing the ship's owner 
and an avid band of preservationists 
is not focused on ocean voyages but 
simply on gaining a secure future for 
a behemoth that is 17 stories high, 
weighs 59,000 tons and stretches 
nearly 1,000 feet — or "110 feet long­
er than Titanic and she's still float­
ing," as one slogans says. 

"This ship is just too beautiful and 

too important to let slip through our 
fingers," said Robert Hudson Wes­
tover, who has formed the S.S. United 
States Foundation and a Web site, 
SS-United-States.com, to raise mon­
ey for the ship's preservation. 

"She represents the finest Ameri­
can engineering and the fastest 
ocean travel of her day," Mr. Wes­
tover said. "I can't imagine people 
wouldn't care about that." 

"Big U," as the ship came to be 
known to sailors, steamed out of New 
York on its first voyage on July 3, 



1952, and passed Bishop's Rock off 
the coast of England 3 days, 10 hours 
and 40 minutes later, shaving 10 
hours from the record the Queen 
Mary had held since 1938. 

The ship's average speed was 35 
knots, or 40 miles an hour, and its top 
speed was a national security secret 
in a day when peissenger liners were 
still on reserve as troop carriers. 

When the United States passed the 
Queen Mary on a later voyage, it 
radioed, "Sorry, old girl." The Queen 
Mary radioed back, "Your girls are 
faster than our girls." 

The United States made 400 cross­
ings before being pushed aside by jet 
travel in 1969, and its backers hope 
that fond memories among its one 
million passengers still living will 
help preserve the liner. 

With the drama of the Titanic still 
in the air, and the fashion-conscious 
in love with retro style, the ship's 
owner and the preservationists are 
following a two-pronged campaign to 
give the ship a new life. While the 
owner looks for deals, Mr. Westover 

An S O S to the 
fond memories of a 
million passengers 
of a special ship. 

and a loose alliance of other fans of 
the ship are raising money to build a 
safety net under it. 

Edward A. Cantor, a major devel­
oper of commercial real estate in 
northern New Jersey, bought the 
United States in 1997 for $6 million 
from one of several failed ventures 
that have tried to turn the ship into a 
commercial success. 

Robert D. Fair, an engineer who 
supervises Mr. Cantor's interest in 
the ship, said several groups had 
presented different options, most of 
them with the goal of duplicating the 
role of the Queen Mary, now a suc­
cessful hotel and convention center 
at Long Beach, Calif. 

The United States was stripped of 
its fittings after the final voyage, in 
1969, and Mr. Fair estimated that it 
would cost at least $250 million to 
make the ship habitable. So, he was 
asked, was it profit or romance that 
lured Mr. Cantor to buy the ship and 
spend $100,000 a month in wharfage, 
security, insurance and upkeep ever 
since? 

"Romance is part of it," Mr. Fair 

replied. "If it was just about money, 
he could have scrapped it when he 
didn't have so much invested and 
still taken a profit." 

A possible solution was offered by 
Frank O. Braynard, a maritime mu­
seum curator at the United States 
Merchant Marine Academy, in Kings 
Point, N.Y., and the author of "The 
Big Ship," about the United States. 

"The one hope is that New York 
City may do what Califomia did with 
the Queen Mary and put her next to 
the carrier" Intrepid, a World War II 
ship that is a museum on a Hudson 
River pier in Manhattan, Mr. Bray­
nard said. "But it would be a head­
ache," he added, "because it's very, 
very expensive to keep a ship up." 

Mr. Cantor is looking for buyers — 
the price is $30 million, firm — but 
says he will listen to proposals for 
joint ventures. 

Late last month, the Arnold Agen­
cy, a Richmond advertising firm, be­
gan creating material for a nation­
wide publicity campaign built 
around the theme "Save the United 
States." 

But saving large artifacts from the 
age of steam is one of the most 
difficult tasks for preservationists 
these days, said Emory L. Kemp, a 
professor of history and civil engi­
neering at West Virginia University, 
where he heads the Institute for the 
History of Technology and Industrial 
Archeology. 

"There are a number of surviving 
battleships that are preserved by 
various states — the Texas, the 
North Carolina and the Massachu­
setts — but they are strictly tourist 
sites," Professor Kemp said. 

At 990 feet, the United States is 
bigger than any American battle­
ship; and to visitors who delve like 
spelunkers into the silent, cave-black 
lower decks, the ship presents an 
eerie and seemingly endless maze of 
heavy machinery, ladders, pipes and 
motors. 

The reduction gears that drove the 
ship's four propeller shafts still glis­
ten under bolted hatches. Engineers' 
reports, in pencil and fountain pen, 
still rest in filing cabinets next to the 
enormous boilers, and 30-year-old 
metal shavings are scattered around 
an industrial-sized lathe in the repair 
shop. 

"Imagine how many people would 
love to see this," Mr. Westover said 
on a recent exploration. "It's like 
being underwater." 
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World: Americas 
Ocean-liner monument bid 

One of the last remnants of the golden age of 
trans-Atlantic ocean travel ~ the SS United States ~ 
may be preserved as a floating museum, after the 
vessel was nominated as a national treasure in the 
United States. The nomination is expected to be 
approved by the National Park Service. 

The vessel now lies idle in Philadelphia in the state of 
Pennsylvania, but the ship's owner - who is asking 
thirty-three million dollars for the vessel ~ is expected 
to sell it to groups who will oversee its restoration. 

The ocean-liner became the fastest in the world on its 
maiden voyage in 1952 and in its seventeen-year 
career carried more than a million people across the 
Atlantic. 

Among them were some of the most famous people of 
the 1950s and '60s - royalty, presidents and film stars. 
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SS United States may sail 
again, as a museum 

REUTERS # 

PHILADELPfflA (Reuters) - The SS United States, the 
world's fastest ocean liner and one of the last great ships 
built before the jet age, moved a step closer to restoration 
after a state panel nominated her as a national treasure, 
officials said Friday. 

Longer than the Titanic and more than IS stories tall, the 
giant vessel carried over one million people across the Atlantic in the 
1950s and 1960s, including glitterati of the age such as Britain's fonner 
King Edward and Mrs. Simpson, the woman he gave up the throne to 
marry, President John Kennedy and Hollywood legends Gene Kelly and 
John Wayne. 

But for the last two years, she has stood largely unattended along the 
Delaware River in Philadelphia. 

On Wednesday, her fortunes changed when the Peimsylvania Historical 
and Museum Commission nominated the ship as a nationsd treasure to be 
listed on the historical register. The nomination will be sent to the 
National Park Service, where it is widely expected to win approval. 

"It's just a symbolic gesture," said Robert Westover, chairman of the 
Washington-based SS United States FotmdatioiL a nonprofit group that 
vyjm ŝ the <thm mnvepted into a floating inuseum. "It's going to be great 
for us at the Foundation. It'll give us a lot^FTeverage in raising funds to 
get her saved." The SS United States, built for easy conversion into a 
troop carrier, became the fastest ocean liner on her maiden voyage in 
1952 when she made the eastbound transatlantic crossing in three days, 
10 hours and 40 minutes. She ended her service 17 years later in 1969. 

Westover said hundreds of voltmteers who want President Clinton to 
name the idle vessel as a national monument fear the ship's 50,000 tons 
of steel and aluminum could still be sold as scrap for an estimated $8 
million. 
But the ship's owner, Edward Cantor, expects to sell the SS United States 
instead to a coalition of groups, including Westover's foundation, who 
will eventually restore her. TTie current asking price is $33 million. 

"There are several groups well on the way to achieving the funding 
necessary to do the restoration," said Robert Fair, a spokesman for 
Cantor. "This is an honor for the ship. It calls attention to the fact that 
she really was the pride of the American fleet." 

'^REUTERS® 

Copyright 1999 Reuters News Service. All rights reserved. This material may not 
t>e published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 
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The Sun News, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 

FROM PAGE 1A 

Fighting to save 'The Big U' 
C hances are 

you have 
never have 

heard ofthe SS 
United States, but 
don't worry. You 
will. 

The SS United 
States is in 
mothballs now — has been, really, since 
1969—but there is an effort to reclaim 
it as an historic national treasure by the 
year 2000. 

BOB BESTLER 
On the Loose 

The 990-foot ship —110 feet longer 
than the Titanic — was one of the last 
ocean liners built before the new age of 
commercial jets rendered ocean 
transportation obsolete. 

Robert Hudson Westover, chairman of 
the Washington-based SS United States 
Foundation, says the Big U, as it is called, 
remains the fastest ship ever built, able to 

attain incredible speeds of up to 48 knots. 
He credited its four Westinghouse 

turbine engines and an aluminium 5 f̂.HtT^b^ 
that brought its weight to 53,000 Tcr'H 
— as opposed to the 89,00a "TON 
Queen Mary. 

"The United States govemment paid 
two-thirds of the cost of the SS United 
States, and it still keeps the engine design 
classified," Westover said. The hull 
design was classified, as well, but the 
secrecy has since been Ufled. 

On its maiden voyage in 1952, the SS 
Please see BESTLER Page 90 

The SS UnKed States, one of the last big ocean liners, was and still Is the fastest ship ever bulK. It 
was retired In 1969, after Just 17 years of service, and since has fallen Into disrepair. A foundation 
wants to save the so-called "Big U" and tum it Into a museum. 



Foundation wants 
to save The Big 17 
BESTLER From Page IC 

United States broke the trans-
Atlantic record — without even 
trying, Westover said. 

"They never went all out. The 
United States planned to use this ship 
to transport troops in an emergency 
and the govemment did not want the 
Soviet Union or anyone else to know 
how fast it could go." • • • 

The SS United States operated 
as an ocean liner for just 17 years. 
She was retired in 1969 — a year 
after a young Bill Clinton crossed 
tfae Atlantic aboard the SS United 
States. 

Commercia] efforts: to utilize the 
magnificent ship since then have 
all failed. Today, the Big U is 
anchored at Pier 87 in 
Philadelphia, in serious disrepair. 

Larry Driscoll, who has written 
extensively about the ship, offers 
this sad epitaph: "After 22 years of 
being moved from dock to dockl 
rusting and stripped of everything 
that could be moved or pulled off 
a wall. The United States was sold 
at an auction to pay for delinquent 
mooring fees." 

a a 
The SS United, States Foun­

dation does not want that to be the 
final rites for the Big U. 

It is working to have the ship 
placed on the National Register for 
Historic Places, an honor that was 
thwarted twice in 1998 by the 
ship's present owner after it was 
recognized by the Pennsylvama 
Historic and Museum Com­
mission. 

Ideally, the foundation wants the 
ship declared a national monument 
and tumed into a port-touring 
museum. 

"If we cannot have her touring 
from port to port, then at least we 
want her to remain stationary — 
but as a museum first and fore­
most," Westover said. 

Westover also lays out an am­
bitious $50 million plan for the 
foundation to purchase the ship 

and begin restoration itself. 
A national fund-raising effort 

will begin once his foundation 
gains tax-exempt status. • a • 

David Nunnery of Pawlcys 
Island, who belongs to the Titanic 
Historic Society, among others, 
said tbe Myrtle Beach-
Gebrgetown-Charleston area was 
among possible East Coast home 
ports for tfae SS United States. 

Nuimery faimself has spent a lot 
of time on the SS United States, 
checking out every inch of it in the 
late '80s while it was open to 
visitors for $5 during a stay at 
Newport News, Va. 

Nunnery says be eventually 
hopes to get a local chapter of the 
SS United States Foimdation go­
ing, but says right now people 
should address any questions to the 
national foundation. 

Its address is P.O. Box 853, 
Washington, D.C. 20044. Tele­
phone (703) 625-3037. Westover's 
e-m^ address: rhwestover® 
worldnet.att.net • • • 

As for Westover, he said the 
foundation faad a plaque done 
commemorating tfae 1968 voyage 
of Bill Clinton, hoping to catch iSae 
attention of the president 

"We gave it to Ellen 
McCulloch-Lovell [director of the 
White House Millennium Coimcil] 
to present to Clinton, but the 
impeachment hearings were get­
ting under way and he had c^ier 
things to wony about 

"But I think saving die SS 
United States is a perfect project 
tiiat could bring tfae country 
together. 

"This is not a political issue. 
We've got Republicans as weU as 
Democrats fighting to presCTve her 
as a museum. 

"What better symbol of unifi­
cation can there be than to rescue a 
ship called tiie SS United States?" 

Sim News columnist Bob Bestler 
can be reached at (843) 626-0364 
or bbestler@thesunnews.com 
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Auction aweigh for fastest ocean 
liner 
December 28, 1998 

BY JENNIFER BROWN ASSOCIATED Press 

PHILADELPHIA--Want to buy the fastest ocean liner in the world? 

The SS United States, once the only cross-Atlantic transport for the likes 
of Princess Grace, Elizabeth Taylor and President Kennedy, is for sale. 

For about J30 million-plus several times that amount in repairs~the 
retired steamship could become a first-class, 2,000-passenger cruise ship 
or a national monument and museum. 

Commissioned as a joint venture between the Navy and ship designer 
Gibbs & Cox, the $73 million SS United States set to sea in 1952, 
embodying America's postwar confidence. Built to rigorous military 
specifications, it broke the speed record for crossing the Atlantic Ocean 
on its maiden voyage: 3 days, 10 hours, 40 minutes. 

"It's truly a national treasure, and should be retumed to that," said Mike 
Alexander of Boulder, Colo., a former passenger who has become an 
ardent supporter. 

Today, however, that goal seems remote for the stagnant ship. Gutted in 
199S to remove asbestos, it needs S200 million to SSOO million in 
renovations—or about the cost of building a new ship. 

"If someone doesn't come forward to buy and preserve her, the next 
owner will be a scrapper," said Bill DiBenedetto of Raleigh, N . C , 
president of the SS United States Preservation Society. 

The SS United States was in service for 17 years, ferrying nearly every 
celebrity of the 19S0s and '60s. Regulars included Grace Kelly, who 
honeymooned on the ship, and England's King Edward Vin . 

Even then-Rhodes scholar BiU Clinton joined the ship's tourist class on his 
way to Oxford University in 1968. 

The ship's austere luxury disguised its military prowess. It had a 
torpedo-resistant hull and double steam-powered engines that were 
considered classified military information until 1978. The SS United 
States was decommissioned in 1969-the year the first 747 airplane 
crossed the Atlantic-and shuffled between ports in Virginia, Turkey and 
Ukraine before coming to rest two years ago at Philadelphia's Pier 82. 

DiBenedetto wants to create a stationary museum designated as a national 
monument. 

Alexander hopes the ship will become a mobile museum, protected as a 
historic site but also carrying passengers. It also could be made into a 
docked convention center and hotel, like the RMS Queen Mary in Long 
Beach, Calif 

"This is something that I think should be shared by generations to come, 
it should be the possession of the .American people," said Robert 
Westover, president of the SS United States Foundation, a sister 
organization of DiBenedetto's group. 

Current owner Edward Cantor of Linden, N.J., supports restoration 
efforts, said his personal assistant Charlene Jacobs, but added that his first 
priority is to sell the ship. She said Cantor was too busy to be interviewed. 

For now, supporters are hoping for a miracle. Neither of the ship's fan 
clubs could afford even the $18,000-per-month pier bills and no other 
potential buyer has come forward. 

Copyright 1998 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material 
may nol be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 
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Historic status may come to SS United States 

by Gloria Campisi 
Daily Netvs Staff Writer 

The SS United States - a rusting symbol of the glory days of posh ocean 
travel now floating dejectedly in the Delaware off Columbus Boulevard -
likely will become a national historic treasure. 

What the SS United States' addition to the National Historic Register will 
mean to its future still is unlaiown, 21/2 years after a New Jersey 
businessman and his partner saved it from the scrapheap of a Turkish 
shipyard and berthed it at Philadelphia. 

Certification to the historic registry moved a step closer yesterday after 
the Pennsylvania Historic Preservation Board bowed to tiie wishes of a 
private group trying to save the ship and voted unanimously to 
recommend it for a place in the registry. The United States was a floating 
palace and the world's fastest ocean liner while it ran, from 1952 to 1969. 

It fell victim to jet travel. It carried celebrities like Marilyn Monroe and 
U.S. presidents. 

The National Park Service must make the final decision, but almost 
always goes along with the wishes of state boards, said Greg Ramsey of 
the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. He expects a 
decision within two months. 

Robert Fair, spokesman for co-owner Edward A. Cantor of Linden, N.J., 
said the vessel represents "American technology and ingenuity at its best," 
but added Cantor, a real estate developer, is paying thousands of dollars 
each month in docking fees at Pier 82. 

Cantor is trying to sell the ship to undisclosed commerical interests. Fair 
said. 

The SS United States Foundation of Washington, D .C , a private group 

that staged the fight to have the vessel declared historic, wants Cantor to 
give il the ship to use as a museum, in exchange for govemment tax 
breaks. 

Normally additions to the historic register must be at least 50 years old 
but special exceptions can be made, Westover said. Cantor is fiee to do 
what he wants with the ship, even if it is certified historic, he said. 

Send e-mail to campisgfgiphillvnews.com 
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Float This Boat 
Preservationisls hope lo save lhe S.S. Uniied Stales, curreiiify herlheJ 
near Delaware Avenue, fiom lhe scrapyard 

bv Jen Parr 

With its faded red, white and blue 
funnels jutting into the sky, the 5.5. 
United Slates is too imposing to 
overlook. Moored at Pier 82 along the 
Delaware River in South Philadelphia 
since 1996, the ship has silently 
weathered every snowfall, thunderstorm 
and heat wave. 

But the ship is facing problems more 
acute than fading paint and rusting 
metal. After numerous failed attempts 
by commercial investors to save the 
United Stales, preservationists fi'om all 
over the countty are fighting to get it 
listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. This designation could 
bring tax breaks, which might be the 
only way to save the historic vessel from 
the scrapyard. The Philadelphia 
Historical Commission was scheduled to 
consider the nomination Wednesday, 
but the ship's current owner, Edward A. 
Cantor of Linden, NJ, sought to 
postpone the hearing. However, as of 
presstime the nomination petition was 
Mill on the agenda. 

Ship Shape? The 5.5. 
United Slates is visible 

from 1-95 in South Philly 

photo: Sandor Welsh 

Robert Westover, chairman and founder of the 5.5. Uniied States 
Foundation, which submitted the nomination petition, guesses that 
Cantor doesn't want the ship on the list because he's afraid of restrictions 
that often come with historic designation. 

Cantor did not retum numerous phone calls before press time. 

Though it's now an empty, unseawonhy shell, the United .States once 
carried movie stars and royals back and forth across the Atlantic Ocean. 
It also carried regular people, like Christal Rabuse, who sailed aboard the 
ship in 1961 when she was 28 years old. A native of Cologne, Germany, 
Rabuse had been living in Brooklyn with her husband and son and had 
become homesick. They booked a five-day trip on Ihe United Slates. 

But it was January, and the tail end of a typhoon tossed the vessel around 
in the water for three of the five days. 

"We were very sick," Rabuse, 64, recalls in a telephone interview from 
Naples, FL, where she now lives. 

She kept her spirits up during the tumultuous trip. "It was right around 
the time when Chubby Checker came out with 'The Twist,'" she explains, 
her accent still detectable. "They had ropes hanging from the ceiling so 
we could dance," she laughs. 

The United States was the brainchild of Philadelphian William Francis 
Gibbs. He'd seen the luxury ocean liners Mauretania and Lusiiania in the 
early 1900s and dreamed of building a bigger, faster ship. 

On July 3, 1952, the United Slates sailed for the first time, dazzling the 
world with its speed and size. At 990 feet long, it was the largest 
passenger ship ever buih (110 feet longer than Titanic). But because the 
ship's superstructure was constructed of aluminum, it was able to reach 
speeds over 30 knots. On its first trans-Atlantic voyage, it beat the Queen 
Marys record by 10 hours. 

The United States quickly became one of the most popular ocean liners. 
Passengers included John F. Kennedy, John Wayne, Queen Elizabeth, 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, Harry Truman, Marilyn Monroe and Princess 
Grace Kelly. 

Despite its popularity, the United States was operating at a deficit as 
eariy as the late 'SOs, and was sold back to the Maritime Administration 
for the remaining mortgage in 1973. Westover points to the introduction 
of the jet, numerous strikes by the ship's crew and loss of govemment 
subsidies as contributing to the ship's demise. 

In the '70*, the Navy considered converting the Uniied States into a 
hospital ship, but decided the cost was too high. In 1980, U.S. Cruises 
bought the ship for $5 million, with Ihe intention of converting it into a 
Hawaiian cruise vessel, and auctioned off most of the interior. But U.S. 
Cruises could nol afford the planned renovations, and it was sold again in 
1992, taken to Turkey for asbestos removal and towed to Philadelphia in 
1996 to be made into a cruise ship (Philadelphia's port was the only one 



Roat This Boat http://wvvw.citypapcr.net/articles/021199/cb.float.shtm 

with a pier large enough to accommodate the ship). In '97, it was sold to 
Cantor for $6 million. 

Cantor has allowed Westover to go on board with architects and 
engineers, but still has not told the foundation what he plans to do wdth 
the ship. 

"If he sells it, it's going to fall into the hands of someone who's going to 
sell it for scrap," Westover says. 

With restoration costs estimated at $100 million to $500 million, the 
scrapyard doesn't seem that unlikely a possibility. Use restrictions that go 
along with placement on the National Register only apply if the owner 
accepts federal fiinds or tax breaks. If he doesn't, Cantor can do whatever 
he wants with the ship. And scrapping it could fetch him $8 million - a $2 
million profit. 

Westover remains optimistic. "Working for the National Endowment for 
the Arts, I've seen people raise more money than that." Ideally, he says, 
the foundation would like to tum the ship into a traveling museum. 

This month, the S.S. United States Foundation will announce its 
nonprofit status, meaning that donations are 100-percent tax deductible. 
Notes Westover, "That's when the big donations start coming in." 

It's likely that the ship will receive its place on the National Register of 
Historic Places. In January 1998, the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation recognized the United States as one of 30 nominees for the 
trust's 11 most endangered places list. "It was the fastest ship of its time," 
says Wayne Spilove, chairman of the Philadelphia Historical Commission. 
"It does have significance. It could be a big tourist attraction." 

to top 
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THE WORID'S FASTEST OCEAN UNER 

SS United States is on the block 
By JENNIFER BROWN 
The Associated Pnu 

PHILADELPHIA — Want to btiy 
the fastest ocean liner in the 
world? 

^ The ss United States, once the 
'only cross-Atlantic transport for 
the likes of Princess Grace, Eliza­
beth Taylor and President 
Kennedy, is for sale — for about 
$30 million,, plus several times that 
amount in repairs. 

Commissioned as a joint venture 
between the Navy and ship 
designer Gibbs & Cox, the $73 mil­
lion ss United States set to sea in' 
1952 embodying America's post­
war confldence. Built to rigorous 
militaiy specifications — and 110 
feet longer than the Titanic — it 
broke the speed record for cross-. 
ing the Atlantic Ocean on its 
maiden voyage: 3 days, 10 hours, 
40 minutes. 

"It's truly a national treasure, 
and should be retumed to that," 
said Mike Alexander of Boulder, 
Colo., a fonner passenger who has 
become an ardent supporter. "A 
m">̂ !le national monument is the. 66ST Carter -tt+i* r,-" 

Today, however, that goal seems 
remote for the stagnant ship. Gut­
ted in 1995 to remove asbestos, it 
needs $200 million to $500 million 
in renovations — or about the cost 
of building a new ship. 

"If someone doesn't come for­
ward to buy and preserve her, the 
next owner will be a scrapper," 
said Bill DiBenedetto of Raleigh, 
N.C, president of the SS United 
States Preservation Society. 

The SS United States was in ser­
vice for 17 years, crossing the 
North Atlantic more than 800 
times and ferrying nearly every 
celebrity of the 19S0s and '60s. 
Regulars included Grace Kellyi 
who honeymooned on the ship, 
and England's King Edward VIII, 
who snubbed British cruise lines 
after abdicating the throne to 
many an American divorcee. 

, Even then-Rhodes scholar BiU 
Clinton joined the ship's tourist 
class — one step above the crew — 
on his way to Oxford University in 
1968. The SS United States Foun­
dation plans to present Clinton 
with a plaque commemorating that 
voyage. 

The ship's austere luxury dis­
guised its military prowess. It had 
a torpedo-resistant hull and double 
steam-powered engines that were 
considered classified military 
information until 1978. Its offlcial 
top speed was about 38 knots, or 
44 mph; present-day cruise ships 
average about 18 to 20 knots. 

Though never called to battle, 
the ship could have been converted 
to transDort uo to 14.000 troops 

MIKe Alexander of Boulder, Colo., a former passenger on the ocean liner SS Untted States, stands on one of the 
ship's four propellers, stored on the deck of the ship In South Philadelphia. Alexander Is an ardent supporter 
of the ship, which Is for sale for $30 million, but needs $200 million to $500 million In renovations. 
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within 24 hours, Alexander said. 
"She's really a wolf in sheep's 

clothing," Alexander said. 
The SS United States was 

decommissioned in 1969 — the 
year the first 747 airplane crossed 
the Atlantic — and shuffled 
between ports in Vh^nia, Turkey 

and Ukraine before coming to rest 
two years ago at Philadelphia's 
Pier 82. 

DiBenedetto wants to create a 
stationary museum designated as a 
national monument. He imagines 
hiindreds of maritime exhibits 

'housed among the ship's 13 decks. 
Alexander hopes the ship will 

become a mobile museum, pro­
tected as a historic site but also 
carrying passengers. 

"This is something that I think 
should be shared by generations to' 
com .̂ It should be th% possession 
of the American people," said Rob­
ert Westover, president of the SS 
United States Foimdation, a sister' 
organization of DiBenedetto's 
group. 

Current owner Edward Cantor 
of Linden, N.J., supports restora-
tioti efforts but is not concemed 
about getting a historical designa­
tion right away, said his personal 
assistant Charlene Jacobs, adding 
that his first priority is to sell the 
ship. She said Cantor was too busy 
to be interviewed. 

For now, supporters are hoping 
for a miracle. Neither of the ship's 
fan clubs could afford even the 
$18,000-per-month pier bills and 
no other potential buyer has come 
forward. 

"At this point, it's going to take 
a national movement," said 
DiBenedetto. 

SS United States 
SPECIFICATIONS 
• Size: 17 stories tall, 990 feet long. 
• Sanlee: 1952-1969 
• Architect: William Francis Gibbs 
• AcGommodatlont: 1,972 passen­
gers In 695 state rooms; 1,044 crew. 
• Featurst: Three dining saloons; Zi 
public rooms; three passenger bars; 
two theaters; heated seawater pool; 
19 elevators; more than seven miles 
of walkways; more than five acres of 
open deck space. 
• Propulsion: Geared steam turbine; 
oil fuel." " 
• Maximum oflicial spaed: 38.32 
knots (44 mph); Top unofflcial speed 
44 i(nots (51 mph); Cruising speed 
32 knots, 
• North Atlantic ipaad record: 3 
days, 10 hours, 40 minutes (maiden 
voyage) 
• Pmant location: Pier 82, Phila­
delphia 
• Owner Edward Cantar, Cantor 
Affiliated Intereste, Linden N.J. 
• FIntt: First ocean liner with air 
conditioning in ail passenger spaces 
first ocean liner with ship-to-shore 
telephones In aii state rooms; first 
ocean liner buiit to Navy standards; 
last super-passenger ocean liner bul 
In the United States. 



Fond memories of ship stream in 
-. 

BOB BESTLER 

pubUiltilm SMUJC}- I.H-99 

A recent column about saving the SS United States brought an extraordinary response from area 
people with personal memories of the now-mothballed ocean liner. 
One of the leners came from Peter Levett of Little River, who sailed from England aboard the SS 
United States 42 years ago and has never forgotten it. 
"We emigrated to the U.S.A. in 1956 and we sailed out of the port of Southampton, England, on 
Thursday Nov. 22, 1956, on the SS United States, aniving in New York four days later," he wrote. 
"It was a wonderitil trip on a very beautifiil ship, an experience none of us will ever forget. 

ilMiories of ocew liner lurfKX blIp://vlil436.infijiel/Dew>'(>'ilane>7l l43S4.blm 

"It would be a great shame if this gracious ship ended up as scrap metal." 
Levett and his wife. Penny, both admitted pack rats, were so impressed by the trip that they filled 
several pages of a photo album with pictures. 
More importantiy, they saved three menus from the four-day trip, each rich with entrees and 
appetizers and deserts. 
The first day at sea was Thanksgiving Day, which was celebrated to the nines aboard the SS United 
States. For the Levetts and their two boys, now in their SOs, it was a feast unlike anything they had 
ever experienced. 
"We didn't even know what Thanksgiving Day was, but we had never seen so much food in our lives," 
Penny said. 
'' In England, we were still just coming out of food rationing from the war [World War II] and had 
never eaten like we did on the United States." 
The one-way trip for four cost about $600, money that was paid by the American company that had 
hired Levett, a ceramics engineer. He later repaid the money in American dollars. 
Levett, 77, who became a citizen in 1S>61, remembers the beauty ofthe ship, but also the friendliness 
ofthe American crew. 
"Being proud British people, we had planned to take Cunard Lines [a British company] to New 
York," he said. 
"But when we went to Cimard they couldn't be bothered with us. They didnt want to deal with a third 
party for payment. They said they were too busy. 
" So we went over to SS United States, and they couldn't have been any nicer to us, even giving the 
kids lollipops. They were just so fnendly and cooperative and it gave a really good impression of the 
United States." 
• DD 
Levett's was just one ofthe messages I received. 
Another came from Robert Westover, a staffer with the National Endowment for the Arts in 
Washington, D.C, who is heading up the nonprofit SS United States Foundation. 
Westover's group is trying to get the U.S. govemment to declare the SS United States a national 
monument. The 53,000-ton ship is now rusting at a pier in Philadelphia. 
Westover's foundation wants to tum the 990-foot ocean liner _ the fastest ship ever built, capable of 
attaining speeds up to 48 knots _ into a museum, possibly a floating museum, for all of the public to 
enjoy. 
"Your article was the best of any so far," he wrote. "Thanks so much." 
DDD 
Veritas M. Weaver, who lives in Conway, had many memories of the ship. Her father, a machinist, 
helped build the turbine engines on the SS United States and she relayed his pride in the ship when it 
first set sail. 
"Sadly," she wrote, "a few years ago, my husband and I went to Williamsburg, Va., for a vacation 
and vAaie we were there we took a tour of the harbor. George Bush was in office and Barbara had just * 
christened the new carrier, the George Washington. 
"During the tour, we saw this derelict ship at a pier. As we were approaching it my heart sank. I said 
to my husband that it looked like the United States, and to my dismay it surely was. 
"I felt like crying. It brought to mind all the happy memories. I am so glad my father cannot know 
about it now." 
ODD 
Finally, there was this from Bob Bastian of Mynle Beach: 
"We have visited Philadelphia twice in the past year or so and both times drove down to ... see the 
United States. Although the ship looks bad, it is still impressive both in its tremendous size and its 
gracefiil lines. 
"This ship is a symbol of a bygone era and should be restored and saved from the scrappers' torch. 

itomories of oc«M liner wifMC lillp-y/«hl436.iiiri.iKI/new>«/nocia»^ll43i4jM 

However, one of my biggest fears is that someone in Little River may want to bring it down to the 
Strand as a casino boat!" 
For more information on the SS United States, try www.3n.net/ssunited. 
For more information on SS United States Foundatkm, call Robert Westover at (703) 625-3037 or 
e-mail him at rhwestovertaworidnet.att.net , 
Sun News columnist Bob Bestier can be reached it (843) 626-0364 or bbestiertglthesunnews.com ' 
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The bigger-than-life Big 11 
I huve just l><;en reading the Septem­

ber issue of Soundings. On page 22 you 
have un article on the steamship Ilnited 
State.̂ •'l"hat must have been some ship^ 
You .-lay she had a forward speed of 50 
mph ;inil a reverse of 25 mph. This is 
unbelievable. Anyone standing on deck 
would have been b lown overboard. 
Plca-.e d rop mc a l ine and tel l mc 
where you got this silly information. 

DR. FRANCIS ALLANACH 

Amelia Court House, Virginia 

Editor's note: Tbe ship actually 
topped out al better tban 51 mpb and 
went 25 tnpb in reverse during her 
sea trials. A sijip would nol attain 
sucb high speeds while cruising tvitb 
passengers. Tbe figures come from tbe 
ship's chief engineer, who was on 
board during tbe trials. Actual film 
footage of tbe trials can be seen at tbe 
Mariners' Museum in Newport News, 
Va., where it is part of tbe SS United 
Stales exhibit in a gallery devoted to 
Williutn Francis Gibbs, the naval ar­
chitect who designed tbe ship. Also on 
display is one of Ihe giant, 5-bladed 
propellers that drove the vessel. 

1 enjoyed Jack Sherwood's story on 
Big 11. As a significant pan of our U.S. 
history, 1 hope it has a future. 

While memory is sometimes flawed, 1 
think I was on I/C Cruise at the U.S. 
Naval Academy on board the USS Wis­
cons in scheduled ' to dock at 
Portsmouth Naval Yard in England in 
1951. Standing a CIC (Combat Informa­
tion Center) watcli, at considerably for-
thcr away than the line of sight, we 
plotted two very fast, large ship con­
tacts approaching the English Chaimel 
from the Atlantic, one at approximately 
37 knots and the other, about a mile or 
two behind at 35.5 knots. The watch 
officers on Ihe bridge questioned our 
U.S. Naval Academy "training" watch, as 
these were aircraft carrier speeds. The 
bridge knew that there were no British 
or American aircraft anywhere in the 
area. But we verified the radar con­
tacts. When Ihe contacts came into 
sight, they were the United Stales only 
a few miles ahead of the Queen Eliza­
beth, with the Uniied Slates setting the 
new irans-Atlantic record. 

It was exci t ing because our radar 
training plots were doubted until eye­
sight proved our high-speed contacts, 
maintaining what was then nearly air­
craft carrier speeds. 

It was a good article and I hope the 
United Slates can be saved. 

J . WILLIAM SHERAR 

Covington, La. 

Editor's note: The record-setting voy­
age of the SS United States actually 
toolt place in the summer of 1952. 

Thank you for publishing the Jack 
Sherwood article, "Big U: forgotten, but 
floating." The SS United States deserves 
this and much more publicity. She is the 
Mount Vernon of U.S. oceanliners — 
truly Ihc first and last and only one of 
her kind in the world. Certainly, she 
would make the world's most unique 

I want to take a moment to thank 
your publication for printing such a 
well-researched article about the super­
liner SS Uniied States. As chairman of a 
foundation designed to bring aware­
ness to this ship's unique place in histo­
ry 1 have encountered much disbelief 
thai a ship built 46 years ago could still 
be the fostcst vessel of its size ever con­
structed. But this is true. 

In Mr. Sherwood's article he quotes 
the speed of the ship at 50 mph. Actu­
ally, when opened up in her sea trials, 
she went an amazing 44.7 knots (51.4 
mph] ! Specula t ion abounds about 
what speed she could actually produce 
if given Ihe proper screws. 

I only know this: Eacli of her Westing­
house turbines could, on its own, move 
the vessel at 20 knots if need be. She 
has four turbines — it doesn't take a 

national monument if saved. 
In your next issue, it might be helpful 

to Ihe ship and efforts on her behalf if 
you would share this Web address with 
your readers; hltp://ss-uniied«tates.com. 

1 am Ihe author of this site and pho­
tographed the Web siles's many current 
interior and exterior photos of Ihe S.S. 
Uniied Slates. Thanlcs again for giving a 
voice to this great ship. 

MIKE ALEXANDER 

Denver, Colo. 

Thank you very much for a wonder­
fully detailed article. 1 have been hop­
ing for quite some time to see this fine 
ship brought back to life. 

One thing shocked me, however. The 
caption to the photo slated that the Unit­
ed Stales weighed more than the Titanic. 

Passenger ships are measured by 
gross registered tons, which arc mea­
surements of volume, not weight or 
mass. She may measure more than the 
Titanic, but no ship person would ever 
say she weighed more. 

FRED CHERNEY, 

Scarborough, Ontario 

mathematician to calculate her possi­
ble speed. 

Laura Bachko, the president of this 
foundation and daughter of Nicholas 
Bachko (the designer of the SSUS's en­
gines) said her father had wanted to 
tell her two secrets about the mighty 
vessel that only he and naval architect 
Francis Gibbs Itnew. 

One of the secrets was the speed 
she could actually achieve; Ihe other 
he d idn ' t even hint at. Tragical ly, 
Nicholas Brachko suddenly passed 
away shortly after the Blue Ribbon for 
speed was unceremoniously taken 
from the SS United States in 1992 in a 
highly contested challenge by British 
billionaire Richard Bransen — using a 
three-man hydrofoil with refueling sta­
tions placed every 200 miles. Even 
with a hydrofoil, Bransen only beat the 
SSUS's speed record by two hours. And 
when she set that record in 1952 she 
averaged 35 knots — well under her 
capabilities. 

Wliat arc the two mysteries of Ihe SS 
United States? We don't know. 

But we w o u l d l i k e anyone w h o 

might have knowledge of this to let us 
know. The answers may help bring a 
clearer understanding as to why this 
ship's speeds and designs are so leg­
endary. 

ROBERT HUDSON WESTOVER 

CHAIRMAN 

S« UNITED STATES FOUNDATION 

pa Box 853 
Washington, D.C 20044 

a03) 625-3037 

A boater from way back 
Just a short line to say thanks for Ihe 

Fred Miller article on page 34 of the 
September issue ("Chris-Craft's popular 
'transition' boat"). 

1 found it very interesting — so much 
so that 1 was able to locate Don Davis, 
to whom he referred in the article. 

Keep up Ihe good work! Boats have 
been a major interest of mine since I 
learned to sail in 1932 in my dad's 12-
foot gaff-rigged sncakbox on Barnegat 
Bay{NJ.). 

CLIFFORD KINGSTON 

Sherwood Forest, Md. 

Chinese puzzle 
Greetings f r o m Tierra Verde, Fla . , 

where we subscribe to Soundings. We 
are faithful subscribers and enjoy your 
publication very much. 

In the October issue of Soundings, 
we particularly enjoyed the 'Bay Trip­
per" co lumn by Jack Sherwood on 
naming boats. We agree touUy that a 
boat should not go unnamed, but for 
our new 240 Chaparral we struggled 
to select one. We compiled a list of 
about 40 choices surrounding family, 
business or Asia, where we had previ­
ously lived for eight years. After much 
frustration and no name selected, we 
finally decided to add M O MING HO 
to her transom. You see, Ihe Chinese 
"mo ming ho" means "no name boat." 
We have great f u n answering that 
question. 

J O H N N. ANDERSON 

Tierre Verde, Fla. 

Stepping up 
Regarding your informative piece on 

stepped hulls ("Here's how it works," 
July, 1998, page 31), the second para­
graph concludes, "as lift increases, the 
hull rises sUghtly above the water's sur­
face and planing begins." 

I didn't know steps were that effec­
tive. Man that's really flying! 

OEORGE A . D A N K E R S , J R . 

MitcbeUvllle, Md. 

View off I,ang IiiUnd in n iktlioais with Fire Islaml Light bearing K.AV. bjr X . 
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Big U: forgotten, but floating 
ss United States far outperformed Titanic but is a victim offame rewarding failure 
n x J U f c J S J l f U U M U U 

The glorfous l upc r l l nc r RMS H u n k : 

had a b r i e f and d e c i d e d l y u n d l t i i n -

guMied cvccT . A I the Brit ish Uner s low' 

ty dMntegn ies on the b o a o m of (he A i -

landc, Amcr lo i ' s o w n SS Uni ted S u t o 

— a sh ip th i t f i r surpassed Ti tanic in 

per formance and lofqtevitjr — la very 

m u c h a b o v e w a t e r a n d b e r t h e d In 

PhUaddphia fbr afl to «cc (but not visit). 

T h e 9 9 0 - f o o t U n i t e d S t a t e s , at 

53 .329 gross tons. Is larger and was 

m u c h ^ e r than the SSZ-foot T i tan ic 

and i u 46,329 gross tons. If not as op­

u len t . ' B i g U ' was also in serv ice a 

good deat longer, cmrrying more than 

a mi l l i on passengers and togging 2.8 

m i l l i o n m i t e s f r o m 1952 t o 1 9 6 9 , 

w h e n it was abrupt ly la id u p because 

o f Insurmountable labor disputes, 

Wtilte the doomed Titanic b an inac­

cessible legend of the deq>, the SS US 

survives as a marvel of Amcr icaf l engi­

neering, al though l l has \oa% been re­

tired and is sordy in need o f some T L C 

Intact are the ship's remarkable 

Wesilnghousc-gcarcd steam turbines, 

which never failed and flevelopcd a 

maximum of 241,785 hp that made it 

the fastest major passenger ship In 

history — reaching speeds of 50 raph 

forward and 25 mph badtward. 

Sadly, in th is b o o m i n g era o f pas­

senger s h i p popu la r i t y (n ine c ru i se 

s h i p s o f m o r e t han 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 g r o s s 

tons e a c h are c u r r e n t l y u n d e r c o n ­

s t r u c t i o n ) , the fate o f t h i s f o r m e r 

queen o f the At lant ic remains In ques­

t ion. A m o d e m mari t ime w o n d e r , the 

SS US c a r r i e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2 .000 

passengers and 1.000 c r e w , but n o w 

rests f o r l o rn , emp ty and a lmost for­

got ten (unt i l recent ly , that Is) at the 

end o f IHer 82 on the Delaware River 

near Penn*s Landing. 

$30 million 'as is' 
As is the case w i th many large ves­

s e l s , Ihe s h i p is f o r sa le — *as is , 

whe re to* — for 130 m i l l i on . The SS 

T k t I S United n a t e s . 

WMIt t i M T H M I C S M k M Hs 

US Is o w n e d by real estate Investor 

Edward A . Can to r o f L inden. N J . , and 

West Pa lm B e a c h , P b . 

H e n rs t got I nvo l ved i n 1992 and 

n o w Is the sh ip ' s so le owner , hav ing 

bought it o u l r l g h l at auct ion late last 

year for $6 m i l l i on — an ac t ion that 

p robab ly saved the sh ip f rom be ing 

c u t u p f o r s c r a p . It c o s t s C a n t o r 

about I50,(XX> a mon th Just l o k e e p it 

as is , w h e r e Is. 

' A U I can say at this point Is lhat t w o 

cit ies and one major cruise l ine are in­

terested, ' he says, pol i tely dec l in ing to 

elaborate. A l t hough the sh ip has had 

no maintenance for years, Its Interkn-

has been conven ien t l y gut ted and Is 

ready for renovat ion. 

' R u m o r has it lhat the d t y o f N e w 

Y o r k Is i n te res ted i n us ing h e r as a 

f loat ing ho te l and conven t i on cen ter 

° ' ^ ^ ' ^ ' " f n ' B f l i M M B r^^aat w j g ji-V.f> 

H M awctassi y r s w i n M a a l Uw I taHrt S t r t ss s« t i iH t * s t r t l c k m f t r m r . 

[ l i ke t he o l d Q u e e n M a r y i n L o n g 

B e a c h , C a l i f . ] , * says F rank O . Bray­

nard o f Sea a i f f . ( Long Island) N . Y . , 

an author i ty o n legendary passenger 

s h i p s and a u t h o r b f ' T h e B ig S h i p : 

T h e S to ry o f t he SS U n i t e d S ta tes* 

( T h e M a r i n e r s ' M u s e u m , N e w p o r t 

News , Va . , 1981). 

T h e g r a n d c r e a t i o n o f b r o t h e r s 

W i l l i am Francis and Freder ick Herbert 

G i b b s , the G i b b s & C o x - e n g i n e e r e d 

sh ip was bui l t at Newpor t N e w s (Va.) 

Sh ipbu i ld ing . "She is a n u r v c l o f Inge­

nui ty apd her const ruc t ion Is a monu-

ntent to Amer i can naval arch i tec ture 

a n d m a r i n e e n g i n e e r i n g , * B r a y n a r d 

w r o t e . ' S h e w a s a n d r e m a i n s t h e 

greatest passenger sh ip ever bui l t for 

opera t ion imder the Amer i can f l ag . ' 

F r o m t ime t o t i m e , p e r m i s s i o n is 

granted to tour the great sh ip i f c i r ­

cumstances warrant and it p romotes 

Interest In the sh ip . 

P e t e r K n e g o o f L o s A n g e l e s — 

w h o s e passion Is documen t i ng large, 

vintage (pre-1960) passenger sh ips — 

tou red the vesse l late last year w i t h 

members of [he Steamship His tor ica l 

Soc ie ty o f A m e r i c a and o t h e r B i g U 

a R c k K u d o s . 

' E x t e r n a l l y , l h e e x - A i l a n i i c g rey­

h o u n d can be l i kened to a Rrand cdd 

m o v i e s t a r w i t h o u t m a k e u p , ' h e 

wro te . ' H e r str ik ing looks and beautl-

fu l l ines are st i l l ev iden t , desp i te an 

o b v i o u s n e e d f o r t o u c h i n g u p . A 

guard o n the heavi ly secured p ier to ld 

us o f Ihe peop le w h o c o m e to kmk at 

the s h i p t h r o u g h a r o a d s i d e f e n c e , 

usua l ly w i t h f ond r e m e m b r a n c e s n f 

sai l ing and wo rk i ng abuan i hv r . ' 

Renovition-rcady 
D u r i n g the remova l o f a.^bcsios In 

1992 after l l was towed to Scba.sti)pol. 

Ca l i f . , ' a l l n o n - s t n i c i u r a l b u l k h e a d s 

and c o v e r i n g s w e r e a lso r e m o v e d , 

w i t h the e x c e p t i o n o f the e n d u r i n g 

l ino leum d e c k i n g , ' he adds. 'Desp i t e 

repor ts o f damage and leakage, o u r 

t w f x l a y exp to ra ikm revealed that she 

Is d e a n , stractural ly intact and ready 

for rebu i ld ing. It is amazing lha i af ler 

n e a r l y 3 0 yea rs In r c i i r e m e n i t h i s 

w o n d r o u s ^ i p s i i l l in. ipires a wor ld ­

w ide f o l l ow ing . ' 

Steve Swartson o f Pcnsacola, Fla. , is 

a mechan i ca l eng ineer fa.«cinaicd by 

the sh ip 's p o w e r plant. 

' T h e I n c r e d i b l e e n g i n e e r i n g lha t 

w e n t In to th is s h i p Is b a m i n g . ' he 

wrote . ' W h a t astounded me, iho t igh . 

was the (excc l k -n l ) CDml i i l on o f her 

m e c h a n i c a l s y s t e m s , * w h i c h n e v e r 

b roke d o w n d u r i n g the sh ip 's c n l i r e 

a c l i v e c a r e e r . W h e n l i was n i o l h -

b a l l c d , t he s h i p ' * en f i i ncs and sys­

tems w e r e ' p i c k l e d " ami have h c c n 

preserved. 

Rust is superficial 
' A n o t h e r factor con t r lhu l ing i n her 

durabi l i ty Li the cxfen:(jve use o f alu­

m i n u m In h e r s u p c r s t r u c i u r e , ' he 

con t inues . ' A l u m i n u m does not cor ­

rode l ike i ron or s l e d . l.ooking at Iter 

lodsy, you sec a kH o f peel ing paint. 

F rom a d is tance , many peop le th ink 

she is rust ing away. If j o i i look c lose- t 

ly. Imwcver , yi>u f ind c lean a luminum 3 

underneath . Her hu l l has some areas 2 

lha l s i m w n i s i , hu l ih ls is merely o n | 

Ihc su r face . ' c 

Less opulent t l u n Us Br i l l sh and Eu­

ropean compc t i i o r s . w l i i c h used a kit 

o f f ine w o o d , lUg U has a pos i -WurM 

W a r II ' m o d e r n * look dom ina ted l iy 

a l u m i n u m , g lass, l i n o l e u m , ename ls 

and f ircprtxrf fah r lM. Today , a i r lpped 

out . it probably l uak* m u c h l ike it d i d 

du r ing c o n s i n i c t k m . 

T l te nravie, ' U t a n i c , * Inspired hide-

pendent Itol lywtMKi p a K l i i c c r George 

i>. B r u w n III IO f i lm a d o c u m e n t a r y 

about B ig U . 

'1 was v ln l i l i ig my g r a n d m o t h e r In 

P l i j l addph la recent ly ' r td s p m i c d Ihc 

a h i p ou t u f t he c o r n e r u f m y e y e 

w h i l e d r i v i n g acntss i h e Wal t W h l l -

n u n B r idge . ' I l ruwn recal ls. "The con ­

nec t i on w i l h T i tan ic h i t me Immcd l -

aiely. There In Phi l ly is a sh ip w b h a 

Hawless record that's st i l l a round, but 

has been fo rgo i ien , w l i i l e Ihe flawed 

sh ip that fai led catas i rophlcaUy o a her 

nukJen voyage Is r e m c m l w r c d . ' 

B r o w n ' s Sa iu lbox P roduc t i ons C o . , 

based out o f his home, funded the pro-

k : a . and he hopes to have a two-hour 

version ready to offer for ai r ing In Ju ly . 

~l was g iven access to Ihe sh ip for 

three days uf n i i n l ng . ' l ie says. 'I even 

Invi ted the laM cap ta in , L. J . A l c x a n -

dc rs im . w l i n Ls HH and l ives h i Vi rg in ia, 

tu visit lhe kl i ip w i l h l i b wi fe, w h o m 

he met un hoard d u r i n g his I ' l -ycar 

tour o f duty o n lhe ship. I have f i lmed 

about 30 hotint o f v ideo and comp i l ed 

23 hours o f or iginal fiMtiage plus a lo i 

of arch iva l siufT.' For in fo rma l iun o n 

the f i lm, cult (W))) 2l7-.^680. 

One man's vision 
A n o t h e r Hi|t 11 a f i c i o n a d o , M i k e 

A l e x a n d e r , a D e n v e r marke t i ng c o n ­

sul tant, was a passenger o n i h c sh ip 

years ago and lH'lic\'C!t l l u : vessel b a 

markctah lc co i im iod i l y . 

' M y l ody giMl is u> PIIKI ! 

ful ly restore l he sit ip and sai l her o n a 

n e w m i s s i o n as a k i n d o f v o y a g i n g 

wor ld 's fair t o showcase the tcchnoto-

gy of human achievement, not to put 

h e r In a p e r m a n e n t d o c k l i k e t h e 

Queen M a i y , ' he says. 'StatkMiary ob­

jects Hke thai i ky i ' t d o w d l . Tbe Unit­

ed Sutes has to re invent herself. C a n 

y o u Imagine the a t ten t i on th is s h i p 

w o u k i create hy sai l ing f rom port to 

poft? Every a r r h ^ , visit and departure 

w o u M h e a ma|or natulcal eve iu . * 

R o b e n Mudaon Westover , an admin-

isirat ive specia l is t w i t h the Na tkMu l 

Endowment o f t he A r u In Wash ing ­

ton , D . C , Is execu t i ve d i rector o f the 

her at this s t a | ^ , ' he says. Fo r I n f o r 

ma ihH i o n i b e founda t i on , c a l l (703) 

625-3037. 

Inqlorlous retirement 
Big U 's h is tory after l is c ru i s i ng days 

e n d e d is d i s m a l a n d I n g l o r i o u s and 

h a u n t e d b y a f i n a l v o y a g e t o t h e 

break ing yards. 

Bypassed by a i r t n v e l , i h e s h i p M l 

for years In N e w p o n N e w s and N o r -

foUt, V a . , un t i l It w a s was a u c t i o n e d ' 

o f f In 1960 to R k i i a r d Had ley , a Sea t 

t ic real estate t y c o o n , w h o p lanned t o 

p a k u the b lack hu l l w h l i e and outf i t It 

as a * t l m c - s h a r c * c r u i s e s h i p . T h e 

THE SHIP'S STEAM TURBINES, WITH THE POWER OF A 
QUARTER-MILLION HORSES, COULD PROPEL IT AT AN 
ASTONISHING 50 MPH. OVER 17 YEARS AND 2.5 MILLION 
MILES. THERE WAS NEVER A MECHANICAL BREAKDOWN. 
s s United Sutes FoundatkMi. 

'I cotnc rruffl a nur i t lme H m l i f aitd 

I hare a k ivc fbr these big ships,* he 

says. 'I am w o r k i n g t o get ^ l e d a l ap­

proval i n have h e r l is ted o n the Na­

t ional Reg is ter o f H i s t o r i c P laces as 

Ihe greatest mari t ime achievement o f 

i u kind In thto cemury . The first step 

was in ge l l i ng the ship recognized by 

Ihc Pennsylvania t i is tor ica l and Muse­

u m C o m m i s s i o n and w e ' l l p r o c e e d 

ftom there l o get a spec ia l excep t ion 

because lhe sh ip does not meet the 

qual l fkraikm for be ing 50 years o l d . ' 

«Westover is de l i gh ted and encour> 

aged hy tlie resurgence o f Interest In 

large paK ienger sh i ps fue led by the 

hugely successful U t a n i c mov ie . 

*As the fastest m o v i n g ob fec i o f her 

rize and type in the w o r i d and a l uu t l -

ca l wonder o f engineer ing and des ign, 

II wou ld he a pro found tragedy to lose 

fund ing never ma lc r ta l l zed , however , 

and a n o A e r auc t i on got r id o f most o f 

I again p tu u p 

r a group 

b B c n t i n 

f i n Istan-

, Its b o i -

• l u t e d , and 

i w e r e r e m o v e d 

r c t m c s p o n d i n g pos l -

I t w o (Seeks. ( O n e o f t w o ftve-

M a d e d screws Is n o w o n display at the 

Mar iners ' Museum In N e w p o a News. ) 

B ig U was t o w e d hack acioaa the At-

l a n i l c i n 1 9 9 6 , f i n a l l y l a n d i n g In 

Ph l taddph ia after a i i c m p u to secure a 

ber th In Bocton and N e w Y o r k h U e d . 

T h e s h i p w a a a u c t i o n e d a g a i n last 

N o v e m b e r and the o n l y b i d d e r was 

Cai t for , w h o st i l l had a A n a n d a l i m e r 

cat In l l . H e go t t he s h i p t h i s t i m e 

a round for $6 m i n k m — about $70 mll­

Uon leas than w h u it cost l o b u l M h. 

M M . O M a l H M ai 

l i H M l M g a l t t M U 
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Americans, save your ship! 
I must wholeheartedly disagree with 

Constance D. Stevens about the SS 
United States ("Never great, this hunk of 
Junlt should be sunk." May 3). 

While some claimed the ship was loo 
metallic and unposh, others, including 
the Duke and Duchess of Windsor, made 
it their only way to cross. 

A possible explanation for Stevens' un­
pleasant crossing may be the year that 
she crossed. The ship's last two years of 
service (196M9) were plagued by union 
troubles — so much so that voyages were 
nearly canceled. 

Proof of this requires a visit to the 
ship. In March. I spent a weekend aboard 
the ship for the filming of a documen­
tary. While exploring the lower decks. 1 
found several walls filled with disgrun­
tled seamen's graffiti. Complaints about 
excessive hours worked and unfair 
wages, along with their names and dales, 
are scattered throughout the crew 
spaces. The dates I saw were exclusively 
from 1967 to 1969. 

The United States is a magnificent 
ship. She was given your country's name 
because she represented everything 
Amewcan: size, speed, power and beauty. 

Her red. white and blue funnels (the 
largest in the world) proudly show her 

nation's colors. In her 17 years of serv­
ice, she never experienced an engineer­
ing failure. The (Jueen Elizabeth 2. on 
the other hand, was so plagued with tur­
bine troubles that they were replaced 
with diesel-electric units in 1986. 

The United States is a long-neglected 
national treasure that should be saved 
and restored. Despite tho ru.'st and flak­
ing paint, she is still one of Ihe most 
beautiful and awe-inspirinij crcation.s 
I've ever seen. 

When I was aboard the ship. I mei Rob­
ert H. Westover. who has just esiablishetl 
a nonprofit foundation that hopes lo 
save the ship and. with national support, 
return her to service as a nafional monu­
ment. The ship would be a living memo­
rial, stopping at port cities all over Ihe 
United States and the world. 

Many believe lhat would be impossible 
considering the ship's condition. My re­
sponse: Only in America could a ship 
like this have been built — and only in 
America can a ship like this be saved. 

For more information on the founda­
tion, call 70J<2S-3037. 

Mlchaal Allano 
Saull Ste. Mans 
Ontario. Canada 

matfanoflssoonel.ca 
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EDITORIALS 

LETTERS TO TIIE EDITOR 

Save the superliner 
I have been obsessed with tfae SS 

United States since cliildhood and 
. after several years of hearing noth­
ing but bad news about her, I have 
vowed to do wtiatever I can to help 
save this beautiful ship. 

In March, 1 was invited to 
Philadelphia for the shooting of a 
documentaiy that was filmed aboard 
tbe. ship. After spending the week­
end aboard tliis magnificent ship, I 
am convinced that she must be 
saved. 

. When I fiiat stepped aboard, and 
fof quite some time afterward, I was 
speechless. Despite the rust and flak­
ing paint, it was the most beautifid, 
awe-inspiiing ship I've ever seen. 

After all these years of negtect, 
she stiU sits proud and beautif. 
' Also, icpOTts of her interior being 

torn apart are inaccurate. 
The asbestos is removed and her 

intenore resemble a coivtruction 

based in Washington, D.C. The 
foundation hopes, with national sup­
port, to retura America'* superiiner 
to service as a national.monument, 
and thus save her from the uncer­
tain future that she faces. 

The first board meeting will talce 
place in Washington oil Jmie 19. 

The probleni we're faced wiili is 
that so few Americans know that tUt 
great ship exists. She is definitely a 
nationa] treasure that should be 
saved and honored. ' 

. She wears your countiy's name 
because she represents eveiytUhg 
American:.size, power aiid sheer 
beauty. Many believe that such a ' 
restoration pniject would'be neariy' 
impossible. 

My response: Only in America 
could sudi a ship have been built 
and, so too, only in America could 
suchashipbe sanwdl Please, show 

noniprotit coiporiition c m M b e SS 
United States Found<^'#t^Jg|^ 



FROM THE 

A Once Proud Lady by Robert Semier, shows the liner SS United States entering the port of PhiladelphUi 
in 1996. Oil on canvas, 18''x24''. 

Hope For 'Big U' 
I am pleased to inform you that the 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission has approved the nation's 
flagship, the great SS United States for 
placement on the National Register of 
Historical Places! The only other ocean 
liner to have ever been recommended for 
registration is the RMS Queen Mary in 
Long Beach. Many long hours of devo­
tion to saving this, the most magnificent 
ship ever built, are now paying dividends. 
But this is just the beginning. National 
Registration status, will not prevent "Our 
Lady of the Seas" from destruction, or 
being sold to overseas interests. 

Her official recognition as a National 
Treasure will only be of assistance to 
bring awareness to the public of her 
plight—but what awareness this is. The 
SS United States Foundation is moving 
ahead with many more strategies. This 

latest move provides inspiration to all 
SSUS devotees both in this country and 
internationally who have labored to save 
this symbol of American genius at its 
best. Tireless efforts have allowed us to 
achieve this, and other victories for the 
Big U. I'm honored, beyond what words 
can express, for playing such a role in the 
survival of this, the apex of maritime 
engineering—and still the undisputed 
sovereign of the seas. 
With elation, 

Robert Hudson Westover 
Executive Director 

SS United States Foundation 
P.O. Box 853 

Washington DC 20044-0853 

Piiotiiouse Eagies 
I've always had an affinity for old steam 
vessels, particularly steam tugs. One of 
the more interesting decorations I have 
notice in paintings and old photographs 

are the lovely carvings of eagles perched 
atop the pilothouse. What is the tradition 
of this custom which seems to have 
passed with the age of steam? 

Larry Butler 
Newmarket, New Hampshire 

We too can not help but admire old photos 
and paintings of steamships and tugs with 
ornamentation such as eagles. While many 
of the sea's traditions arc easy to pinpoint, 
it is not the case with pilothouse eagles. 
Superstition may be an answer; the eagles 
may be a carry-over from figureheads 
found on sailing and some steam ships. 
This is an interesting explanation since the 
advent of the tug coincided with the transi­
tion from sailing ships to steamships—and 
the passing of the figurehead. Also, tugmen 
were fiercely proud of their vessels and 
while there are many examples of tug 
adornment, eagles appearing atop the 
wheelhouse are probably among them. 
(Marine artist and tug expert Steve Cryan 
told us that he has seen photographs of 
cigar store Indians and even a rooster in 
this place of honor.) With "progress," how­
ever, these magnificent icons were likely 
displaced as tugs began to be equipped with 
searchlights and fire monitors. -Ed 

Pilothouse eagles, sometimes referred to as wheel-
house or cabin-top eagles, are a grand symbol of a 
rich nautical tradition. They were either carved or 
cast iron and often come up for sale. This detailed 
19th-century example sold at auction for $2,200 
at the November 1997 Americana & Marine Art 
sale at Robert C. Eldred Co. in East Dennis, 
Massadiusetts. Photo courtesy of Eldred's. 
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Ssareb Betslis 
3 articles matching " ' S S United States Foundat ion" and datel lSSS) ' were found. 

Rehjming 3 articles. 

l i s t B l f i r l l c l e s 

Article 1 of 3, Article ID: 9901250031 
Published on 01/24/99, THE SUN NEWS 

MEMORIES OF OCEAN LINER SURFACE(ON THE 
LOOSE) 

A recent column about saving the S S Untted States brought an extraordinary 
response from area people with personal memories ofthe now-mothl}alled ocean 
liner. 

One of the letters came from Peter Levett of Ltttle River, who sailed from England 
aboard the S S United States 42 years ago and has never forgotten it. 

your saan:/) (wins appMT 0 Srms Ms artidit. 

Cgmi?!?!? Artlcte. 779 vwiti? f $1,9?) 

Aittde 2 of3,Artlcle ID: 0901130009 
Published on 01/13^9, THE S U N NEWS 

FIGHTING TO SAVE 'THE BIG U'(ON THE LOOSE) 

Chances are you have never have heard of the SS Untted States, but dont worry. You 
will. 

The SS Untted States is in mothballs now - has been, really, since 1969 - but there is 
an effort to reclaim tt as an histoiic national treasure by the year 2000. 

Your SMTCft (anm appaar f 2 Anas In (Ms aritda. 

Complete Artlcie. 732 vrords / t l .95 > 

NewsLibraiy Seajch Rewhs hnp://iiewiIibrary.knnedUstT«ain.coin/cgi.biiî searcli/nl 1 

Article 3 Of 3, Artide ID: 9901040430 
Published on 01/03/99, POST-TRIBUNE (GARY, IN) 

ANCHOR'S AWAY! 
THE S.S. UNITED STATES IS UP FOR SALE 

Want to buy the fastest ocean liner in the world? 

The SS Untted States, once the only cross-/\tlantic transport for the likes of Princess 
Grace, Elizabeth Taylor and President Kennedy, Is for sale. 

For about $30 million - plus several times that amount in repairs - the retired 
steamship could become a first-class 2,000-passenger cruise ship, a national 
monument and museum, or a military transport ship for up to 14,000 hoops. 

youraaafCA tanna appaar 8 ttnas *i ((lte a/((c(a. 

Complete ArtkJe. 794 vrords ($1.95) 
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SBiittli fiesults 
2 articles matching " " S S United States Foundat ion" and date(1998)'' were found. 

Retuming 2 articles. 

t i i i l n t f i t l l r i a s 

Article 1 of 2, Article ID: 1998362056 
Published on 12/28/98, THE BALTIMORE SUN 

Liner SS United States for sale for $30 million Ship 
decommissioned in 1969 repairs would cost millions of 
dollars 

PHILADELPHIA - Want to buy the fastest ocean Uner In the vrortd?  

your aaarcft (anna appear 4 amac in ((i(s a/Sds.  

Complete Article. 866 vrords f SI .95 ̂  

Article 2 of 2, Article ID: 9811170246 
Published on 11/16/98, PHILADELPHIA DAILY NEWS 

NEW HOPE FOR FADING SS UNITED STATES 

TEXT: After two years of rusting away on the Delaware, the SS Untted States has t 
ray of hope. 

Two parties are trying to buy the once majestic ship for $30 million, according to 
Robert Fair, a spokesman for Edward Cantor, the co-owner of the ship. 

Vfwir MIWRA tafma aooMr 4 flm« i l 0i(s artlda. 





WHITE HOUSE 
MILLENNIUM COUNCIL 

Honor the Post-Imagine the Future 

January 18,1999 

Mr. Robert Hudson Westover 
Chairman 
SS United States Foundation 
P.O. Box 853 
Washington, DC 20044 

Dear Mr. Westover: 

Thank you very much for delivering me information regarding the SS United States. Our office 
continues to be impressed with the vessel's rich history and wide support. As a colleague in the 
cause of historic preservation, I share your concem and the concem of your foundation to ensure 
the survival of this national treasure for future generations. 

We will keep the information on file for reference as we plan future "Save America's Treasures" 
visits with the First Lady across the nation. 

I have forwarded the SS United States commemorative item and the copy of Flood Tide to the 
President. I am confident that he will enjoy them both. 

I enjoyed our brief discussion at the ceremony for Bill Ivey and look forward to speaking with 
you again regarding our mutual interest in historic preservation. 

Sincerely, 

Ellen McCulloch-Lovell 
Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Advisor to the First Lady on the Millenniimi 

White House Millennium Council 

708 Jockson Place, N.W. 

Wbshington, D.C 20503 

Tel: 202-456-2000 Fox: 202-456-2008 

e-mail: millennium®whitehouse.gav 

http:/Awww.mlllennium.whitehou$e.gov 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

October 1,1998 

Thank you for taking the time to write to us to regarding your suggestion for the "Save America's 
Treasures" initiative. We have been receiving an overwhelming number of responses in regard 
to the S.S. United States. You have conveyed to us the urgency of restoring this great ship. I am 
well informed of the strong support for this national treasure. 

The overall theme of the White House Millennium Council is "Honor the Past - Imagine the 
Future." The President and First Lady are inviting states, communities, nonprofit organizations, 
federal agencies, youth groups and all citizens to join together to participate in activities that 
strengthen democracy, improve communities and give lasting gifts to the future. The role of the 
White House Millennium Council is to set themes, involve the federal govemment, and invite the 
American people to engage in meaningful activity to mark this historic time. 

As a part of this effort. President Clinton proposed in his budget a Millennium Fund to "Save 
America's Treasures." The fund would be administered through the Department of the Interior 
and the State Historic Preservation Officers. The National Tmst for Historic Preservation is 
leading the private efforts to "Save America's Treasures." 

Your interest in the S.S. United States stands as a wonderful example of the kind of commitment 
to historic preservation that we hope will mark the nation's millennial celebrations. We will 
certainly keep your information on file as we plan future Save America's Treaures tours. 

If you would like to stay informed about future activities regarding our Council, please visit our 
website for frequent updates (www.whitehouse.gov/Initiauves/MiIlennium). 

Thank you again for writing and best of luck with your work. 

Sincerely, 

Anne F. Donovan 
Deputy Director 
White House Millennium Council 



A letter from Senator Biden sent to a volunteer of the foundation 

I would like to thank you for your letter I received from Tom Lewis. 
(Del/Ofilce) I appreciated the information and I was Interested to leam more 
about the SS United States. 

I have asked my staff to contact the National Park Service for more 
information about the issues raised in Mr. Westover's letter included in your 
correspondence. As soon as I hear from them, I will be back in touch with 
you. 

Thanks again for your letter. I look forward to seeing you soon. Best wishes 
to you and yours for the happiest of holidays. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph R. Biden, Jr 
United States Senator 



KENT CONRAD camAintts 
NORTH DAKOTA AGRICULTuaS. NUTHmON. 
202-224-2043 ANOFOnESTav 
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INDIAN AFFAiaS lanitd ̂ mtes Senate 
W A S H I N G T O N , DC 20510-3403 

September 18,1998 

The Honorable Roger Kennedy 
Director 
National Paric Service 
1849 C. Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240-0001 

Dear Director KennedyL 

I am writing on behalf of a constituent, , who is mterested in having the S.S. 
UTiiteH Sffte*? listPid nn the National Repister nf Hi.storic Places, as well as naminp it a National 
Landmark. It is my understanding that this ship made 400 crossings of the Atlantic Ocean before 
it was decommissioned in 1969. I respectfully encourage you to consider adding this ship to the 
National Register and naming it a National Landmark. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Simcerely, aimcerely, 

KENT CONRAD 
United States Senate 

KC.-wUz 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 0 
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Internet 



Touring the Big U Today Page 1 of 4 

A Tour ofthe SS UNITED STATES by Bill Tilley 

The following is an account of my visit to the SS UNITED STATES this past Saturday. 
(11/21/98) In it you will discover that I am no engineer, analyst, or sailor; just a person 
who loves ships! hi particular the UNITED STATES. (Editor's Note: Bill posted this 
account on Liners, and it is reproduced here with his permission.) 

When the UNITED STATES arrived in Philadelphia in 1996, it was a complete surprise. 
I had been deeply into hatching out a career as a musician and landscape water colorist 
at the time of the ships arrival under tow from Turkey, and liners had not been on my 
agenda in a big way for years. Her arrival here revived my passion again, and it will 
never go astray. 

For two years I had been looking at the UMTED STATES like most people; through a 
security fence at pier 82 along the Delaware River. Now the opportunity arose for a 
group of five of us to board her and be guided by Mike Alexander, whose web site on the 
SS UNITED STATES is an intemet staple for people looking for the most substantial e-
info available on the ship. I would like to publicly thank Mike for making this visit 
possible and for his inestimable efforts to bring the UNITED STATES to life again. 

I showed up at pier 82 at 8:00 am on Saturday, and mercifully, the cloudy rainy night 
before had cleared, and the sun was promising a good day. Mike and I joined first, with 
the others in fhe group to follow later. I was looking forward to meeting Robert 
Westover, the executive director of the United States Foundation, and most of all, Henry 
E. Buttelmann, the current President of Gibbs & Cox, the firm that designed the SS 
UNITED STATES, of course. Mr. Buttelmann had been William Francis Gibbs' assistant 
back when the UNITED STATES was being built, so I was more than eager to meet 
him! 

http://www.ss-umted-states.com/til 1 .html 1/4/99 



Made in The USA - Big, Fast & Beautiful - SS UNITED STATES Page4 of6 

As each new member of the group joined us it was necessary to revisit parts of the ship I 
had seen already, but this was not a problem! 

We made our way back to the engine rooms, and in fact I think it was the wider forward 
of the two that we saw this time. Ifl have one regret about the day, it was that in my 
effort to take in as much visually on the ship, I often tuned out of the conversations, a 
warm body among the group, hypnotized by my surroundings. 

http://www. ss-uruted-states. com/tI14 .html 1/4/99 
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THE SS UNITED STATES FOUNDATION 
a non-profit, all volunteer organization  

P.O. Box 853, Washington DC, 20044-0853  
703-625-3037  

e-mail rhwestoverfS),woridnet.att.net 

NEWS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release 
Contact: Robert Hudson Westover 
703-625-3037 

SS United States is unanimously nominated to the National 
Register of Historic Places 

Washington DC—It's difficult getting something nominated to the National Register of 
Historic Places. It's even more difficult if the site is less than fifty years old (the 
minimum age requirement) and it's almost impossible if it's a movable site. Despite all 
these obstacles, the SS United States Foundation has done just this. The national flagship 
is headed for listing on one of the most import Registries in the coimtry. 

In a vote earher this month the Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission followed 
the example of the prestigious Philadelphia Historic Commission and unanimously 
nominated the national flagship, the ocean liner United States, for the Register. The 
nomination now goes to Washington DC where the Secretary ofthe Register will review 
the nomination. A step regarded mainly as a formality as the Register very rarely rejects 
a nomination from a state commission 

"I'm elated. This will bring us incredible leverage in fund raising efforts. This brings us 
that much closer to having an engineering wonder of the world declared a national 
monument-giving our national flagship back to the American people," Robert Hudson 
Westover, founding chairman of the foundation said in an interview. 

For neariy two decades from 1952 to1970 the SS United States, or the "Big U " as her 
supporters often refer to the ship, was America's floating ambassador to the world. She 
carried four Presidents including Harry S. Truman and Dwight Eisenhower. Anyone who 
was anybody booked passage on this mighty ship— t̂he fastest ship in the world. Walt 
Disney, Elizabeth Taylor, Judy Garland, the Duke and Duchess of Windsor, Salvador 
Dahli and John Wayne were just a few of the hundreds of rich and famous who "crossed" 
from New York to Europe. 

In 1968 a young Rhodes Scholar, named Bill Clinton, booked passage on his way to 
England on board the national flagship—^tourist class, of course. 

Edward Cantor of Cantor Affiliated Interest, the current owner of the ship, has twice 
deferred placement ofthe SS United States on the Register. However, on the third try by 



the foundation he did not thwart the non profits year long effort to bring this much need 
recognition to the ship. 

However, Cantor reminds callers, the United States is still up for sale to the highest 
bidder. Listing on the Register does not effect his ownership in any way. He is free to 
sink the ship if he desires, Westover points out. 

"This is the fastest moving object of its size ever built. Nothing--in 4 7years--has out 
paced her, Westover said. 

"No other ship, even those halfher size, have come close to her speed of over 44 knots­
she is faster than a nuclear powered air craft carrier," (see attached legend) Laura Jadwin 
Bachko, daughter of the ship's Chief Engineer said. Bachko is President of the SS 
United States Foundation. 

Robert Westover and Laura Bachko in front 
of the vessel's commissioning plaque. 

"To lose her would be a national embarrassment," Westover said. "She is too important 
to our history. This ship represented all that can be dreamed and all that can be 
accomplished. She belongs to the American people." 

Horribly mistreated by some owners since her retirement in 1970, and completely 
stripped of her interior, the SS United States stands as a sad testament of neglect and 
regret. The only ocean liner permitted under federal law to travel from port to port within 
the United States, the SS United States is still the nation's flagship. 

The cost of refurbishing the SS United States to her former glory is estimated to be over 
$100 million. Other estimates for permanently docking the ocean liner, like the Queen 
Mary in Long Beach, and refitting her as a floating museum, are far less (around $50 
million) according to Westover. The SS United States Foundation is currently leading 
the fight to save the SS United States, and has suggested the idea of making her a floating 
and port touring museum. 

Westover added that this concept of a floating/touring museum of American maritime 



achievement would be an unprecedented concept in museums. Port's hosting her around 
the country, for several weeks at a time, could have tours for school children and 
maritime enthusiasts. A permanent staff would travel with her as she toured, the way 
cmise ships now handle their crews. And, since she would be a living museum she could 
take day excursions, letting visitors feel the ride of a 990 ft., 53,000 ton vessel that is as 
high as a 17 story building, cut through the water. 

Since her interior has already been prepared for refitting, the SS United States Foundation 
is seeking to have the vessel restored with modem technological equipment (i.e. wiring 
her for fiber optics and installing modem plumbing etc...). Her power train—a marvel of 
mechanical engineering and craftsmanship-would remained untouched. 

The SS United States n its corrent conditi<ni at pier 82 in Philadelpliia. 

The present purpose of the SS United States Foundation is to create national awareness of 
the plight of the flagship. "She has become a victim of the intense security surrounding 
her since her first blueprints were classified as top secret by the Pentagon," Westover 
said. "Too many know far too little about this mighty vessel and her legacy to maritime 
achievement." 

In his closing comment Westover said: "The Big U is a triumph of maritime engineering, 
an accomplishment still envied by the world, lets not let her end up as just something 
read about in history books." 



Ship Legend 
These legends, published by National Geographic, verify that the SS United States is in 
fact fhe fastest ship in the world-either merchant or military-ever built and the fastest 

moving object of its size ever constmcted. 
(This section also contains a fax written by the designer of the QEII) 



Tchatit Profiles 
1819-1972 

ItAWN TO SAME SCALE 
YEAR SHIP ENTERED SERVICE 
I: OVERALL 

>i MAXIMUM 
&ISI»LACEMENT: WEIGHT OF LOADED SHIP 
DEADWEIGHT: WEIGHT OF CARGO 
TONNAGE, TONS BURDEN: CUBIC CAPACITY 

Nuclear Ship Sa vannah 
1962 

I5,sa5 GROSS TONNAGE, SSS' «*, «0 PASSENGERS, 20+ KNOTS 

Great Eastern 
1860 

M. Moran 
1961 

-
22.soo GROSS TONNAGE, 692', 4,000 PASSENGERS, 14 KNOTS SEAGOING TUG, IZO', 

fl+ KNOTS 

mnah 
m9 

lOltS auftDtN, 163', i l PASSENGERS 
I* ItHOTS STEAM, 10 KNOTS SAIL 

Mauretania 
1907 

31,S3« GROSS TONNAGE, 790 . 2,l«5 PASSENGERS, 27 KNOTS 

United States 
19*>2 

«0,>24 GROSS TONNAGE. 9»0' . 1.930 PASSENGERS, 42 KNOTS 

Queen Elizabeth 2 
1969 

<S,I6S «ROS» TONNAGE, , I,er0 PASSENGERS, iZ KNOTS 



Naval Profiles 
·.1798-1973. 
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Outline: Purpose and Function 
of the 

SS United States Foundation 



ss United States Foundation 

ss United States' Purpose/Function 

• Maritime Museuin featuring: maritime artifacts, memorabilia, models (similar to the Peabody Museum 
in Salem MA). 

• Oceanic Technology Museum featuring: maritime technologies, sonar, ocean mapping etc. 
• Oceanic Life Museum featuring: creatures of the sea displays, small agariums, films and exhibits. 
• Futuristic Oceanic Museum featuring: exhibits, etc. 
• Ship Tours featuring: the engine rooms, the bridge, etc. 
• One Day Open Ocean Cruises 

Fund Raising Campaigns 

• Corporate Sponsorships. For a fee corporations could host exhibits and tours. 
• Hall of Honor. Individual acknowledgement of a donation. Those donating over $100 will get their 

names in a book on permentnat display in the hall, along with their name and picture on a database 
accessed fi'om kiosks throughout the ship. Those donating over $1000 will get their names engraved in 
the hall of honor on brass plates— t̂he larger the donation the bigger the plate. 

• Home Port Sponsorships. Which ever port pays for it can dock the ship off-season and call themselves 
her "home port". 

• Tax Write Off". Because she will be owned by a non-profit organization, meaning that after salaries are 
paid, any profit will be retumed to the organization's endowment, anyone who donates will be able to 
write it off on their taxes. 

• Ticket Sales. A reasonable charge will be administered ($7?). Ten thousand visitors could wander 
about the ship without too much congestion. Thus the purpose would be to attract as many visitors as 
possible 

Purpose/Function of the SS United States Foundation 

• Phase One: fiind drive to purchase the ocean liner. 
• Phase Two: "before and after tours" take people on tours to see what she looks like before refitting 

begins. They can then have a fi-ee "private, executive tour" once the refitting is completed (this might 
be a great fimdraiser to help purchase the ship). 

• Phase Three: paim the ship with preservationist accuracy—just how she looked on her m»den voyage. 
• Phase Four: electrical (install fiber optics. The fact that she is completely striped is a great asset in 

completely modemizing her interior). 
• Phase Five: plumbing. 
• Phase Six: engines ready—begin deck cruses. Allow her to become ambassador to herself-with 

limited port tours to raise money. 
• Phase Seven: install interior. Her original interior was elegant but never a marvel like the Normandy 

or the Oueen Mary, so keeping to historical accuracy is not so important here. A few spaces should be 
maintained but over all she has a fi'esh slate to work with here. This is ideal for creating a modem 
museum. Exhibits will be installed (i.e. artwork and alike). 

• Phase Eight: full operation Tours begin. Ports are chosen by the highest bidder (another fundraiser). 
HCT function and piupose will be to awe the worid—even more than she ateady has. 
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Chronology of Events 
for the 

SS United States Foundation 
January 1998 - February 1999 

January 1998: Recognized by the National Trust for H i s t o r i c 
Preservation (pr@nthp.org) as one of the 30 f i n a l nominees for the 11 
Most Endangered Places l i s t . 

February 1998: Recognized by the Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c and Museum 
Commission as e l i g i b l e for l i s t i n g on the National Register for 
H i s t o r i c Places (this i s tantamount to placement on the Register. The 
Big U was scheduled to be placed on the National Register twice t h i s 
year, but i n both cases the current owner has deferred t h i s l i s t i n g ) . 
In addition to being recognized by the coimnission a special exception 
had to be made i n the case of the Big U because she i s not 50 years old 
(the minimum requirement for e l i g i b i l i t y status). Because of t h i s 
foundation's e f f o r t s , the 50 year requirement was waved and she was 
given her f i r s t o f f i c i a l recognition as a National Treasure. 

March 1998: The SS United States Foundation was o f f i c i a l l y chartered as 
a nonprofit corporation i n the State of V i r g i n i a . 
The f i r s t board meeting was held on B Deck of the SS United States and 
Laura Jadwin Bachko was elected President (besides Francis Gibbs, 
Laura's father, Nicholas Bachko, was the most cl o s e l y associated person 
to the design and engineering accomplishments of the SS United States). 

May 1998: The White House Millenium Council began considering the SS 
United States for inclusion i n i t s program. 

June 1998: The second board meeting of the foundation was held i n 
Washington DC. Filmmaker George Brown I I I gave the board members a 
sneak preview of his soon to be aired documentary on the Big U. The 
foxxndation's e f f o r t s at having the Big U recognized as a National 
Treasures received national p u b l i c i t y with a r t i c l e s and l e t t e r s 
appearing i n Soundings, Naut ical World, The Phi lade lphia Inquirer , the 
Philadelphia D a i l y News, the Newport News D a i l y Press and many more 
publications including business and trade publications with 
international readerships. 
A merger between the SS United States Preservation Society was f i r s t 
discussed. 
William DiBenedetto of the preservation society joined the board of the 
foundation (William i s responsible for having Congress introduce a b i l l 
to save the Big U back i n 1992). 
The Chairman of the SS United States Foundation was appointed to the 
Board of the preservation society. 
At the insistence of Edward Cantor's o f f i c e that no harm w i l l come to 
the Big U, the ship was not placed on the National Trust's 11 Most 
Endangered L i s t . However, t h i s does not effect the ship's status as an 
endangered National Treasure. 



July 1998: The f i n a l paper work was sxibmitted by William DiBenedetto to 
secure the l i s t i n g of the Big U on the National Register. 
Cynthia Gayton was appointed by the Washington Area Lawyers for the 
Arts as Legal Council for the foundation. 

August 1998: The Chairman was informed that the V i r g i n i a Delegation i s 
watching the e f f o r t s of the foundation to save the ship. 

September 1998: Placement of the Big U on the National Register was 
deferred by Edward Cantor's o f f i c e . 
The National Maritime I n i t i a t i v e denies funding to the foundation 
because of i t of 501c3 status. However, the foundation was in v i t e d to 
apply again next year. 
Senator Conrad of North Dakota wrote a l e t t e r to the National Park 
Service to recommend the SS United States be declared a National 
Landmark. 
Soundings, the Nat ion 's Boating Newspaper runs a story about the 
eff o r t s of the foundation to save the ship. The a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d The 
Big U Forgotten but S t i l l Floating generated more l e t t e r s of commentary 
than any other a r t i c l e i n the paper's hist.ory. 

Octobor 1998: Mike Alexander's web s i t e , the most comprehensive web 
s i t e on the Big U, celebrated i t s f i r s t year with nearly a m i l l i o n 
h i t s . 
Mike Alexander joined the Advisory Board of the foundation serving with 
such distinguished maritime historians as Frank Braynard and Peter 
Kengo. 
A l e t t e r writing campaign by school children i s launched. 

November 1998: Mike Alexander and the Chairman of the foundation tour 
the SS United State with members of the press including Jennifer Brown 
of the Associated Press and Tver Peterson of the New York Times (see AP 
for November 26, 1998 World's Fastest Ship on the Auction Block, 
Jennifer Brown). Jennifer Brown's a r t i c l e quotes both Mike Alexander 
and the chairmen of both the SS United States Foundation and The SS 
United States Preservation Society. In addition to t h i s the a r t i c l e 
mentions that President Clinton was a passenger on the Big U back i n 
1968—this i s the f i r s t international media to broadcast t h i s 
information regarding Mr. Clinton's voyage. 
Jennifer Brown's a r t i c l e begins appearing i n newspapers across the 
country and throughout the world. 

Deooiiber 1998: The largest radio st a t i o n i n A f r i c a , Johannesburg Radio 
interviews the Chairman of the foundation during t h e i r morning show— 
the interview i s heard by mi l l i o n s i n South A f r i c a . 
Soundings, the Nat ion 's boating Newspaper dedicates an entire page to 
l e t t e r s j u s t about the Big U. Among the l e t t e r s i s one from the 
Chairman of the foundation mentioning the secrets of the Big U t o l d to 
Laura Bachko by her father. Two secrets she would never f i n d the 
answers to because her father passed on before having the chance to 
t e l l her. This near entire page of l e t t e r s was because of Soundings' 
September issue, which had run the a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d : Big U Forgotten 
but s t i l l Floating. 
The White House Millennium Council was presented with a commemorative 
item for President Clinton. 
Legal Council Cynthia Gayton, was appointed to the board of directors 
which includes the Honorable Bruce Lehman, Assistant Secretary of 



Commerce and the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks (Bruce was 
among the Washington Journal's 100 Most Influential Persons list) and 
Laura Jadwin Bachko, the President of Nicholas Bachko Shipping. 
The Chicago Sun Times and three other of the nation's top 20 newspapers 
prints Jennifer Brown's article on the Big U in their December 28'^'' 
issues. The other papers include. The Philadelphia Daily Press, The 
Detroit Free Press and the Baltimore Sun. 

January 1999: WKQI i n Detroit, a radio station with the s i x t h largest 
l i s t e n i n g audience i n the nation, a i r s an hour long interview with the 
Chainnan of the foundation. 
A&E's Biography on President Clinton includes footage of the SS United 
States revealing that the then-Rhodes Scholar B i l l Clinton had been a 
passenger on the ocean l i n e r on his way to England. This excerpt was 
added because of the information i n the series of a r t i c l e s which 
appeared i n the Associated Press. Jennifer Brown's a r t i c l e appears i n 
the Houston Chronicle and the Gary Indiana Post Tribune and dozens of 
smaller newspapers across the nation. 
Bob Bestler of the SunNews i n North Carolina writes a series of 
a r t i c l e s about the foundation which generate a large amount of l e t t e r s 
and emails. 
E l l e n McCulloch-Lovell, Director of The White House Millenniiim Council, 
i n a l e t t e r to the chairman of the foundation, recognizes the SS United 
States as a national treasure. 

February 1999: The Phi ladelphia C i t y Paper (700,000 readers) runs an 
a r t i c l e by Jenn Darr e n t i t l e d Float t h i s Boat which quotes the Chairman 
throughout. 
The Philadelphia H i s t o r i c a l Commission unanimously approves the Big U 
for l i s t i n g on the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 
KYW News Radio a i r s an interview with the Chairman. 
The Arnold Advertisement Agency (one of the ten largest advertisement 
films i n the nation) launches the i n i t i a l phase of the Sa-ve the United 
States a Symbol of the Great Generation campaign. 
For the second year the National Trust for H i s t o r i c Preservation 
includes the Big U i n the 30 f i n a l nominees for the 11 Most Endangered 
Places l i s t . 
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176 Stiles Road 
Boylston, MA 01505 
27 MAY 99 

Paul Lusignan 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Lusignan, 

A number of us who are interested in preserving the SS United States 
have begun a petition to show support for putting her on the National 
Register. We have been surprised at the excitement and empathy for her. 

Here are the first 61 signatures that we gathered over this last weekend. 
We have several people out getting signatures and will continue to send 
each list. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Argento 



Petition to list the S.S. United States on the National Register 

TO: Paul Lusignan 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

We, the under signed support the listing of the ocean liner, 
S.S. United States, on the National Register because of its 
historic national significance. 

Name Address 

2. 

/AJU^r^^JU^ ^n^^ 

14. j^?; ^^^^ H^^/^U^A/^^ 



Petition to list the S.S. United States on the National Register 

TO: Paul Lusignan 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

We, the under signed support the listing of the ocean liner, 
S.S. United States, on the National Register because of its 
historic national significance. 

Name Address 

3. /44<j^4y^ :2.s- Kga/v &PAO ^/^JW^I U- V! /27Jf 

4. 

Tt 

14. /̂ oc> 

— ^ ^ ^ CX'^^JJ 



Petition to list the S.S. United States on the National Register 

TO: Paul Lusignan 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

We, the under signed support the listing of the ocean liner, 
S.S. United States, on the National Register because of its 
historic national significance. 

Name Address 

4. ̂ ^ti^^fe^ AgStA^^W îS^ fll^At^ 

7. Trjj.. k 0)^ C^ijk 

0. Wiev̂  6ALU»SU 

4. Joan 3 ^ M - Jc&gl \ A 1)R tJ-̂  NJV l^lgz) 
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Petition to list the S.S. United States on the National Register 

TO: Paul Lusignan 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

We, the under signed support the listing of the ocean liner, 
S.S. United States, on the Nationai Register because of its 
historic nationai significance. 

Name Address 

9 i 

9. 
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Petition to list the S.S. United States on the National Register 

TO: Paul Lusignan 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, RM NC 400 
Washington, DC 20240 

We, the under signed support the listing of the ocean liner, 
S.S. United States, on the National Register because of its 
historic national significance. 

Name Address 

4^ 

5^ 

fi^ 

1^ 

fi^ 

l iL 

l l u 

12_  

15L  

14. 

15̂  
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To: Carole Lee 
Penn$ylvania HiS1orical Commission 
111.n2-og20 
RE: SS UNITED ST ATES article 
6 pages to follow 

Dear Carole, 

17 February 1998 

I hope this finds you well. Per the request of Robert West.over of the NEA, t am faxing 
an article t wrote coneeming a visit I made to the SS UNITED STATES last November. 
It is featured in the November issue of SHIPS MONTHLY magazine out of the U.K. 

15485 Monory Court • Moorpark. CA 9m1 
• USA • iet 805.529. l905 • Fax 805.529.9433 

· - ·-··· ·- ·· - ................ _._ 
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Th* inttmattonal nuis«zin« for 
.' ilifplovara ashore nnd aftoot 

: Robert $hQpi«n« 

' f^^mUfmrnH Mmuiytn CifQl scorer 
M««rtiMmeRt ProOfctiw. Jtn«t Moun 
VvWistter: Nick H»|»K!n>or> 

Mfltitor ContHtoutort 
LturtfMM Dunn, Hogtf fry, Aick Hogbsn, 
John L'ingwood, Miks Mae9onakl, 
fit»rNtw8ll, R«*««it Plwmmar, Ted Seull. 
ttf»»in wilmshurt: 

'Shipt MontiiW 

litrtM-vn-Trwit DSi * 3BT 

Ttfc O i m M2721 
fagcOllttMfiUfi 

Awit CffM^ — The Mya eruin vhiv S«f« 

StMffonA pbeMBraphcd at Southampton 
in May last vcar, tha Sao* fleaa, whiah waa 
Aamafad »y fir« wMia untf«f««int raTit at 
AftP Sowtfiamyon in Oaaamoar. waa asM 
by Cwnard Una to tha Saa* (traup durnj 
m ? an4 is one «f tha tmp* inciv4«(i l(t 
'Naw CntiM $hipt lor QM* in this 'mue (̂ .1, 

) 
.ii Aii AiaMa front CffMT Shoit^aa trader* at 

llttttardam; Cam^ua (lff7«/s,63<itt| an«l 
if AniH$ M l1tT7n.S7f|t). Maeant tfaveleB-

manta'm coastal shhmkig are raportati m 
'Coaster and Short̂ Saa shipoing' in this 
nfua. (ten Whitafcar) 

ftenti^piwtt — A noataloic view the 
UMt9^ Seataa li9S2/».4n)fi) off Cowas, 
lata of Wifht bound for Naw Yotk in July 
19n. Since My 1996 the Un/ted $wi»a — 
(ormer 'Chtecn of tho us merchant nM^Me' 
and trana-AHantie raeord hoMar — has 
been laid up at Phlladelph;a. wnere sha 
waa raoemly visited by Peter tOtsfO. His 
rtpon on tha shtp'i condition is ptJWished 
in this 'mutt. (Mn K. Wheelfr) 

Matdle iadr Cdw — foaus on I^Wita — 
The 6crman>(lag contaifiar Ship C«ntlMe 
Vifhn |lS97/9Voe(igtI phMoarapned in Ihe 
Enjiish Channfi. Ctmnip ViBroA ctrHes 
seven pasatngars between Tilbury, 
AwatraRa and New Zealand » saa report in 
'On the Waterfront' In iftl* iasut. (Fotoftlta, 
Ashford. Kant) 

Qiitarda See* Covor— An ovothead view of 
the il«,l8««t Ubarlan t̂at liquid petrole­
um 9a* carrRir Umm Al Atimn. whiah was 
towplated lact year at the tCyaamer Maaa-
Varda, Turku. Finland. IMIdar's photo! 

JANUARY 1998 

VOLUME 

The Royal Yacht Britannia arrMot »< Port»!inooth to pa; olT oa 22«d No «̂Bib«r. (Waher 
Sartori) _ 

On tha Waterfront - - . - 1« 

Ferry Fl»«ti Update eowpilta by ffwseoW Plummir - 12 

Modem NATO Stcofta by Ccnnd Wa»« «... 14 

Bdef Oemostor Cargo Unt»» by L»urtfK« Dunn 19 

Voyage Repoft'^Rnniah Contrasts {7/A«M«re;^9ne » 2Z 

Ships Pictorial -..» - - - —-
Cruiae SMp Review and New Crulao Strips fer OM eompZ/ed by TK) SSUH 29 

Tho*d<rttowi*totyoyG«/i*meftn*/*r. 32 
A Vnittothet/n/ted'SlrtweyA^rorA&ieso - 34 

Coastal and Sh<Kt<Soa CiKmncntanr compittd by Mik» M^Qdwud „ w 

Society Meetinsa - - -• 

The World's Naviea — laraal, Jordan and Kuwait by ftogtf Fry *a 

l̂ orry Focu* — Quibtron by ftysaeii Ptumm*i- - - 44 

Ships Library - —•• -

Shipa Mail - - ~ -

Tha burnt ont wreck of tb« crutst ship Kamantkt pbotosraphwl m Uaass^ Roods on 2««. 
Oetphar—»aepat»3»Jl.<RW.Wai>lw'aard) 

WfnV* Monttity ii pgsii'snM on Wa tourt*! Th((rio»v ol î e momh 0r«v«4in« eovar daw by Prcsligi 
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I A Visit 
to the 
'United 
States' 
- described 

by 
Peter Knego 

On the weekend of Zlnd and .?3rd 
Nottmber l had ttle l'»H opJ'f,lrtuuit;y co 
visit and docamtl\t the S$ U11iJtd Slulc-1, 
tht OM lime ClUetn of tht tJS men:J\ant 
mAl'i11e "nd nns-Atlantlc rccQrd brak· 
er. Sin~ hlr arrival at Phlladelphi:a in 
Jaly 199' froni Twicey a)ld the Ukraiae 
(whttrt bu asbestos was removed), the 
old $hip bai bt:en tht: $1lbj.Ct or much 
~~ectutt and ~hrion. 

"the J952·b.Wt, !),329 gross-IOll liim­
wes famous nor only for her ~iie and 
speed, but for her adnnced deslp an4 
safety resturcs. 1:kr remarkable e'Dgillt$ 
drovt her at .. " of 1JP to 43 kuois on 
trials ~ctd at an ucrage speed of 3% 
k'*5 ror reptar $el'\'ice. On her maid­
en •oy:aae, sb1 e:aplUl'ff tl'le Jtue 
lli*d ror tht rasmi •tlantl~ CN$Si~, 
arriving in Southamptoo from N~w 
YIH'k' in 3 da)'$, 10 hours, and 40 mi.a· 
Uti'S on 7th July 1952, sh;tUtring th~ 
Quun Maf'1'S 1938 record by an a•tr:· 
aie or 3.'.# knots. Her propulsion 
n14chin~r1 served as the prototypt fur 
VS military "~' and remained dust· 
fied (along with her u11der,.-•tf!r bU 
design) throughout her 17-year amr. 
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With possible wartime trooping service 
in fflind. ihe Unltttt Suites had a cniisiog 
r&nge of iCjOQQ miles and a total of four 
w«terti|hi companments (two to tbree 
ijcirtg UK norm iU ihc time). Additionally, 
«lie wn« buiit with iwo nearly identiCAl 
engine roomft Should one 1̂  diuijied by 
cnvmy attack, the tecond could maintain 
power and propuhioa. Collectively, thay 
achieved a muximum 241.785 horsepvwet 
compamd with the Q w i Mary'$ IS8,(X)0. 

The forward engine room propelled the 
outboard screws. Reduction gear numlier 
one tumed die staiboatd prop, white num­
ber four worked the port-side unit. Swtun, 
heated to between 9S0 and 1,000 degrees 
(Ftthrenheit). drove her Westinghouse 
geared turbines up to 1S7 rpm. 390 foot 
.shafts turned two four-bladed. iS-fooi props 
at 146 ipm to achieve n SCknot speed. 

The aft engine room powered the num­
ber two and three shafts which extended 
246 feet aft to the liner's inboard screws, 
These five-Waded units were initially kept 
secret due to (heir advanced design. 

William Francis Oibbs. her famed 
denigncr. ei«hewe<l the yse of wood and 
nsitimabte materiaK m her Tutin̂ s. so ihc 
UmitH Sitiiei' decor einergid as the epito­
me of the post-war spartan 'American* 
nhipbonrd look The use of alutninium. 
glats, linoleum, enamels, and fireproof 
fabric* wa* a far cry from die etched glass, 
brass, and wood splendour of her British 
and European compcittors, giving ihe ship 
a more modem and perhaps *es)> opulent 
character. 

Throughout the 1950s and early 1960s, 
the United SmrcT was hugely successful, 
matched only by Cuoatd's C«c<»t Mary 
and Eltitibeili for fame and popularity. 8y 
the mid-1960s witti air travel ushering in a 
different kind of trans-Atlantic era and 
mahtinie union» making the opcMtion of 
US ships mors expensive and difFtcuU. her 
heyday had passted. She was abruptly laid 
up in November 1969. when a seaman's 
strike aborted a routine overhaul at 
Newport News. Her scheduled voyage*, 
ineludirtf a lengthy Pacific cruise, were 
caoccDed and shonly thereafter, Uniied 
States Lines ceased passeuger operaiion.<i. 

During the unscDtiraentai era after the 
Ailauttc decline tmd before the cruising 
boom of lhe inte 1970s, the great t4up bud 
ftW coraraercial prospects. Still considwtd 
3 valu.ible a»Mrt in (he advent of war. her 
sale ovcr>e*< was forbidden, yet tbe ever-
increasing operatirg costs of US passenger 
shipping made her reactivation for another 
American company virtually impossible. 
Left as is" with her funnels half-p«intcd. 
she sai at Newport News and later Norfolk 

FEBRUARY 1998 

unch»nged from her linal day of service, 
save for a network of dehumidifying pipes 
that were disbursed throughout the ship 
to keep her fittings and machinery from 
deteriorating. 

Sbc was rinaliy suctioned olf in 1980 to 
Richard Hadley, a SeaiU«-ba.sed real estate 
magnate, who formed United States 
Cruises. Her retum to service as a floating 
'time share' ship was planned and elsbo-
mtc brochoies were released with render­
ings ofthe liner in a white hull and fiinnels 
with red, white, and blue accents. When 
funding failed to arise, the ship was 
opened up for a few days for public tours 
a? her Norfolk berth in October 1984. j«$i 
prior to an auction that saw most of her fit­
tings put up for sale. 

I was fortunate enough to have spent 
two days aboard at that time, volunteering 
my services as a guide so that I could 
explore the ship when "off duty', Aside 
from some laifacr weathered decking and 
bulkheads and a layer of dust in her 
accoramodalion. her condition was 
remarkable. Programmes and newspapers 
from her last Miliog were left on cabinetn, 
while cabin keys and oĉ :a$ion«l smsU 
items such as ashtrays, plates, and silver­
ware were left undisturbed, ready to be 
coUected or disposed of prior lo lhe auc­
tion that Novembar. 

Sadly, in an attempt to gainer revenue 
from every available part of the ship, her 
interiors were left a shambles as Cistures 
vi>ere hastily and carelessly Hpped from her 
hulKheads Hveo though Madley still 
claimed to be looking for finanee to return 
lhe ship to service, she was now a lorry 
sight, awaiting what seemed a hopeless 
foture. 

In 1992 she was seited and put up for 
auction and saved in the elevendi hour by 
Marmara Marine, a group of investors 
headed by boisincssman Fied Mayer (who 
abo happened to b* '*>« CEO of 
Commodore Cruise Lines) with an intent 
to restore the nnee-heralded liner for cruise 
service That June, she was towed to 
Turkey to await removal of her asbestos so 
that refurbishmeal could uliimoiely be 
undertaken. A further row to Sebastopol 
(where iihe work was actually completed) 
was followed by a dry-docking near 
Istanbul where her keel w«k i;ieaned and 
repainted and her tour screws were mount'-
ed in corresponding positions on lhe t*ft 
Promenade and Upper Decks. Soniewhere 
ifl tbe process, the boats and davits were 
removed, and the United Stares was towed 
back across the Atlantic, fmally arriving at 
Philadelphia on 24th July 1996 (after 
attempts to sccjtc a berth in Boston »nd 

New "York foiled), 
While negotiations with potential t^ra-

tera fsiled to genemtc the funding for her 
revival â  a cruisa Uner or casino, the 
United States continued to sit. FinaUy, 
with new unpaid bills, the ship was seiixd 
and auctioned off for $6 million on 9ih 
November 1997. Her present owner is 
Linden. New Jersey-based real estate 
investor, Edward A. Cantor, a partner in 
her pri«>r acquisititm- In the meantime, the 
Untied States sits at berth 82 (her third 
berdi since amving in Philadelphia), con­
tinuing to aronse interest and attention 
from tbe city that has been her home for 
ovei a year. 

Entemally, the former Atlantic grey­
hound can be likened to a graad old movie 
star without make up. Her striking looks 
and beautiful lines are still evident despke 
an obvious need for touching up. Faded 
paint peels frem her staeks, bull, and 
superstructure, having weathered twenty-
eight years of exposure. However, die uni­
formity of her design remains» monument 
to grace and speed: huge, finned, tear-
shaped r«ntiets: long, shaî ly raked bow: 
curved and terraced supcrstrucmrc; 
-sheeaed' glass-enclosed ptvmenades. and 
low. gently rtjunded oui.ier spoon stem. A 
guard on the heavUy«sccured pier told us 
of die people who came to look at the ship 
through (he roadside fenec, usually with 
fond nsmembrances of sailing or woiiung 
aboard her Several have fruitlessly offcrcvl 
bribes and still odicrs have hovered 0«er 
the Uttittd Siates in hclicoptcis juni to 
have a closer view: 

Going Aboinl 
The morning we began our visit was a 
rather gloomy one, with overcast skies 
Ihreatcning rain. With thb in mind. I asked 
my host. Mike Alesander. if we could 
begin exterior shots while it v̂ as still poss­
ible We eniered the ship via the midships 
B Deck Foyer and proceeded with flash­
lights forward through a csvemous roaxe 
to the forward First Class mam staircase 
tn the asbestos removal, all non-structural 
hulMieads and coverings were remwed, 
with the exception of tbe enduring 
linoleum decking and certain table and 
stool bases in .select mess or bar areas. The 
result in die dim light that shone through 
the portholes on either side gave an 
impression of what the Utited Siattix must 
have looked like as she was being built. 
Yellow painted support bulkheads punctu­
ated the space while wires and occa.*tonal 
pipe:- dangled from the ceiling awaiting 
new use, in strategic points along 'hese 
bulkheads corresponding cabin numbers w 
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room mune~ were spray piumc:u " ' 1.11•1;11. 

stellcllled lettering. 
Oiu:e ;if rht!: stair tower. I was. delighted 

tu $et the nall'le$ of the cje(Q still cn1r.ivfd 
in original 'deeo·style' letm'inj 111 tM tep 
c>f QI.Ch f1iCl\t . We climbed four l1.111el1. lo 
Pl'Qntenadc Deck. ml'f>'elling 11t how i;lc:· 
~;mt \he comp1tnio11w;ty .)t111 lookc:d 
dupi\e t>ein& slripped of its railings and 
faea<Ses. As with 8 Deck, the Promc'l:'ad• 
..wa~ gutted comp~tely . We briskly w.Mked 
through the forward pott :section throush 
the TouriSt Class s~u to the foredeck. 
saving a detailed inspection of !'I~· public 
areu fQr later. The :i;bip'$ ~beer wu quite 
ir:1tidtnt as we walked 'uphill' to he1· 
fo' c •sic. p:sst stancbions and lint$ to the 
vcr-, ti!) of hci bow. The view aft of lhe 
forward funnct in its f&dtd :ed, white, and 
l>lut glory and of the a!uminium radio 
m1m 4'nd m3tching king ~$l$, towering 
ovc:r lhe curv~ $U9¢1'$tructute, was suilc· 
ing. In th.c: distance bebind, neam fmm 
chimney~ across tbc Oel~ware River 
appeamj to '1nanate from the still pcwer­
ful-lookin& ship. 

We worked our w-,.y up to Sun Deck ;uid 
trnc:rsed its starboard lenJUI. Wl\4!.n her 
di$iinetive alvminium lifc:\x)ats w~re 
removed. poniQns of the railin~ w~ left 
tattered .nd tl$kew. Ironically, l rcealled a 
simil•r view ;ibo~rd the Alf~n(QSS (cx­
An!#rica) in lileusis the years earlier, as I 
w~lkcd 1he dee ks of the fJ,,l1td Sttir1s · 
forlt\er consort . which had 111$0 b~cn 
~tripped of boalS. The 41boatd su~~ 
nire wu now el(.pased and the mapifii;tnr 
funnels sc:emi=d ev~n h1r:er withou1 the 
boats imcmipting their reign over ihc ~ip. 
P'rQ1;~'COing :ift 11long the wet arttn deck, 
we Mopped for a 11 iew ""«the Promenade 
Oames ~ aud Mw ~ oucbcvd screws 
rno111't.ed on eitbet 5ide of he.: a{t king. .,.._O.WaJu111eatt.1w,,.,..,.lldh1..., 
posrs, cl~ and rtad~ for reattachment 
10 bet shafts. After l'I visil w the villlt Sports 
~k ;ames vu.. which wu fni$~ing tnO$t 
of its railings, we went below to meet 
more visitors and tour tbc aft engine-room. 

Going Below 
Th~ pitch bl~kn~s of the cntine room 
w~ bwken br the exploratory beams of 
ow flllhligbts. An occasional camera flash 
would illuminate W'ge sectioni of tbt huge 
spac:e. 1iving di.mennon and tf;ic.turc to the 
darkn¢8$. Aside from an OCClS1onal misi;­
in3 iaugc or meter, the equipment 
~ppeared uDdi5t11tlled 3nd perftetly pre­
~. c ~vcn managai to work ouc •Y 
alone one of her huge shafts. wondering 
what lt was like 45 yean ago d1,1ring the 
ship'~ ttiah when tht collee.tive four were 
pushed to ctJCir JDMimum. 
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Continuing up to the aft Main Del;k. W¢ 

found u1e for.mer Cabin Chtss Srno'k•ns 
Room. distinavi$bed only oy lhe remaining 
servi~i: bar 11r1. Ort enher side, it was sur· 
rounded oy enclo~ed prom1m:ides whkb 
J~d to the itf't mooring area. Orn level high­
er on Uppr:r I>cd;. we fount\ ttie Cabin 
Clw Smcking Room, stripped of every· 
thin& cic.ce9t 3 i;mall band platform aft. 
Pt01rlefladcs 10 poet ~nd s1a.rtx.iW led 11fl to 
rhe ~n d«k Cltop ttle StQ'n . On ~ch side, 
the inboard screws were lash'd co tht'. 
dttJi: , W1d in a similll! fashion to tbc fmmtr 
Amt!rica, the railhip wue s.mash~ (pre­
$Umaoly during the placcm~nt of the 
screws 1>11 Th& d!ck). · 

We prm:i:tdcd down to A Peck worlc.ina 
forward to th.:: Cabin Clas~ Foyer and 
thtough 1hc Ca~in Class Oining Room. 
whieh stretched the width of the :>hip. Ito> 
ctnti'<'l section still had a mer?)! ~mi-eircu­
lar orclteS\ro ~d 1md ~ were win;s to 
e ither :t ide. P<issing through the galley 
~p11ce 11ut. we re;ch~d the First Ch1ss 
Dining Rco1n. Even in its sk~l~iiil ~~rt., 
this room·) ctc~M\ purpo~ was still cvl· 
dent. A ,tef!tly ~ dome ovt.t· rhc; pillilf­
lined centr.11 se;;tion housed ~ small musi­
c:iw ' balcony. lllso rcmimscent of iti; ecr­
rc::ip0ndlr.g space on rhe former Am<?rica. 
Further fQrwai·d, anoth~r empty galley 
'I'll" lt<I us intO tl\e Tourii;;t Dlnin&? RfJOrn 
as the Ship's forward sheer once a&11in 
bel:ame 3ppmn:. 

From here. we worked our way slit 
dcck3 up o crew-only spiral staircase to 
Sporu Deck. where the hollowed out Ktni· 
ci1~\1lar forward section once housed th~ 
QUSlitcr' ) un4 chitf officer's qu:uim. Th~ 
cll•trt room and hcelhouse were up one 
mo;\': level, coniple!ely $tripped of !'Ill navi­
gational equipmenti acid bathed in £11Y 
light from tlte forw11rd ,pan of wil)QoWR. 
lmprm.ivc, ponhole-lirtc(l ll!uminium slid· 
ing dOQN on lht port !l:ide still served their 
p\11-posa. protec:Uns the spodci;s ~pi~c rrom 
the clements. · 

Sllvouring the siiht ot' her 6S·foot tall 
funnel~ Jnd tCl't'QCe'1 supeHtructurt from 
1tic va111ase point of hct PQr'l bridge wins. 
it was euy to imagine how &lori¢u~ (and 
windy) the vitw must hllvc *n during 
one of htr ipeedy ~S.Sil\1$. J115t ;ihOvt on 
the htppily intact I~ deck, her aluminium 
rag:ir n~~t IO<>ked ttl'l'\atlcably preserved. 
It~ rJppertnost extension lay on 1he deck 
nearb>' . c11t dow~ to allov.i : he Un1ud 
Swtts lo pas) und¢r the Walt Whitman 
bfid~ 10 bcrtl:i 96 in Augu't 19%. 

I ~pent the mfof thit 11flem0\"!n tltplor­
in~ thc~ndge ;i~d Sports D~k I\~:> (all 
perfecUy int~ct yet in need :>I' ~11pertkia! 
upk"PJ ;utd later I photogrnphed the mq;· 
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nifirent liner from m1m¢rQV$ :ingles :it ni:r 
berllt. 

Thiit i: vc.ning we returned to Cl!;plore 
d~p .,..i1hin her graref\1l 1i1.1n. beginning 
with tl'i in<loor pool m:a oo C ~ (~in 
~portinf its original blue paint t:ehltme), her 
~ttri.tation. and crew area in !ht ~ 
pcllk. From lfli~ underw;.tttr locale. we 
c:ould hear th!! teric so\1nd of 11 pa.~~ing 
ship's enei11n ll1!d ~ multing lltpping uf . 
water 3pinst th~ Unittd Stares' h1.11l from 
it~ walce. The forward imAJ of the ship :hen 
su~umbed it> our curi~s lights, beginnirl.g 
with the rdrigtf«tcd cqo Atta (sporting a 
still functionillJ ~perature l}allge), vari· 
DUS holds. the moti11e, and eve.'1 the bri~ 

Prom•nade~ 
On I.he sec:QM <by, nftcr d~umenting the 
TO\lri5t Cl:us Smot<lna Room on forward 
Main Deck (which still ba4 it.~ curvaet0\1$ 
b-~ 11nd whirr; pofka-dotted linoleum flwr· 
ing). t pl'OO::te4ed up to the Promena<I~ 
O~k for ;t de1<.1i lcd and <k>\iber.1te study. 
Deipitt being ~tripped t0 the ban: yclk1w 
bulkhead.~. the o:1dditio1u1l height of the 
deck ancl 11w"¢ng curv~ of the forw.ud· 
mou Tourist Cl<lS:s Lour.ge nostalgically 
rc~llcd the 195~ trans·Atlan~ .n. Ju~t 
aft. Uie U·wpcd inbQ~rd Touri11t Cinema. 
iuelf fumkcd with • •pact for the Tourisi 
Writill~ Room on the port $ide l".lld U~ 
stfl~, W.i.5 distillJUbbcd by t ~ie,' Of 
ribbed bitnms mid a smo.ll staac •ft. No 
lonec:r separated from the Firlit Ctt1~~ 
Ol:l~et'V:1t1on Loungr., Ubn1ry and Card 
Room, ju.<;t aft, this entire poruot\ of the 
Protnen;de Oe.ek sp1W1¢d the width of the 
ship and wlls naturally illuminated by 
clcudy li&ht ~h~t emanl\tCd lhrough the 
Mi..si:Ud windows along its lc1tgth. 

The gl:us·enclo:i<:d promenades began 
just Mt of thi:> nri:11 on beth 5ides. gent!~ 
dipping w itk the ship' s ihccr 1111d ~till io 
remar.kllble eonditioll. Ju:sl i11side, rM Main 
Foyer housed Q ;w~in~ black linoleum­
noorcd SOlir l~wer ptavidin1 llCCl:~S \l'I iilll 
level~ ~,f !he Flr,;t Chts~ ll<:comrnodation. 
Th~ B:illrl'lom Lou111e wa~ next ~ft, no 
lonser siving the ill11$iOl'I of being ciwul.a~ 
with :tll of it:; lit'1¢1'Y removed. The cm:hc$· 
tra pl11rfonn still remained in its forw11rcl 
c::c::nm1l section and m3rk5 in the decking 
rcvcllled where the glaliS paititiQllS and 
f~ed s~atm~ one~ prevailed. The dome 
o'~ the central s~ion <1f the room Joo.Iced 
much lai·,i;r witlxlut itll ~urf'll:ittg, risitl' a 
fall second lt\'CI over th~ nv11·ex1~tent 
dance . floor. Apin, d¢!:pite its nakcdtle$~. 
rht room wn.~ ;arc;hitecturally ~trikiftg :ind 
)'e4U'TIS fot new fittinp. 

The: l)(l'l'I ~ide Grill Rcstaur-.int w41~ nt.xt. 
•~cvoi<i af all fo:iturc~ e~~cpt deco-style 
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white 'Nfflcd' door111ay$ that apparently 
i;:ont;Ji ned no ilibestos. Ju.~t inbl>ard. a ~pe­
cfal J;alley and suviee ~ l•Y open to 1t'le 
Balltoom Lounge just forw11rd . On the 
starboard ~ide, the one 1\me CQektail 
Lounge led to another foyer .t.'1d the H· 
$haped Smoking R0<1m, rei;ognisc0 1mlr 
by itS :ih ro1,1nded central bulkhead. The 
rat>Velty 01op on the st81b\l&rd ~ide f\1nhcr 
aft !Ifill had th; fritl'uework of one or i t~ 
display cases affilttd to the d-:Cking and 
one Qf the hu;e circular windows wu 
mi$si1tS and open to the glassed-in 
Promenade just outside. The last endo:.cd 
public :u-n on lhi$ dc<:k wa~ the c1fi3nsivc 
first and Cabin Class Thea:rre, mti:l!W by 
small flights of stain forwllid. and sweep­
ing downward$ :lt't to a larcc ~tllJIC . While 
not 11s '>'11$1 aA mMy of today' s supumips' 
monolithic ~how rooms, this ~pact could 
rtoneU1eleu comfortably ho1,1s1; lnrgt 
revues in it5 two deck tplendour. 

More lime was sptnt in 1he forward 
cnii11e room .ind the gn:at ship's up~r 
decks with friends and fellow i:nth1,1si~,t~ 
who joirw:d u.~ for an°'h~t tour th:tt ;\ftcr­
ncon. As we rctumi:d to her bridic win,&li 
for~ Jut MVCy, the sun melted lhfOUa.h 
tllc 111)/er of foreboding cloud.~. leaving \j~ 
IVilh " flMI, lumit!Qu.~ view of th« m11gni!1-
cent Unlred SW~t . 

One thing fhe ship'.s weathered O\ttcr 
11ppeeru~ belies iJ thl: rotl'l4rkable ·ttteiy 
to rebuild' coudiliOn sbe is in. Oe;1-pi:e 
rv:porb of d~m;1ge IM lc1eli..ap. our tWO· 
day C1r.plor.uion revealed \hat ~h• is elem 
14.nd stnic:urally intact. Pema1~ if her last 
QWt1trs had repainttd the ()11it~d Strues 
bcfo.te htr return ro Ult VS. her cosmetic: 
ncglect would not hl\.,e JW)vnlced such 
11iicculation. The Uktain~ did a bcautiM 
jol.Lln removin& her b:mered. asl>c::;ll)~­
l' rJed innards and left clean. $.,tepln: 
iip«i:cs t.hat arf primed t('J hol.l~I! new 
~ornf®datiQn-and f11Cilitie11. 

llnconfinm:d nttnoun continll1: 111 ~ur­
round the 11hip. 1'he fact i~ 11\#1 me is for 
)ale: '05 is, whm is' for US S30 million. It 
;, 11rn.Wng that !lftu nwly thifly ycttr) in 
reti~~t th~ WOndn'il~ !hip still ill~j1J l°tl: 
a world-wi(f~ fol!cwing . .t 

Ackn.owledg1111t1Tf1: Mih AltMrnder, 
K~ Atirli~ey. Mr EdW1.1rtf Can1cr, Bc11 
Lyon~·. Tht Liners list. Srt ~·t Swa.'lso11, 
Al<l/% Z.Omchi~k. 

Refer(rnr.:.tJ: 'Flfry Fmrwt4.t Lilltr~ ' vttJum<! 
Ontr b)' ff'(lrt/c 0. Bftl)l'!ard arlll William H. 
MiUcr, ·ss United Sraru. TJt~ Story of 
Amtrica '.t Greatul Ot:ean l int1r • by 
Willi"m /I. Milltr, SS Unittrl Sums ~·cb 
:titc at: www.ltrtp:/lss-uniltd-.ftt11ts.com/ 
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Ship of State http://www.stii2.net/pagesll/stateship/index.html 

Science&Tcclinologv News Network 

Science and Technology News localized to fit your television market's 
needs. 

For scripts, supers, local tips and credits, click on the buttons below! 

Ship of State 

hip of state 
What is 100 feet longer than the Titanic and faster than any 
passenger liner or military ship ever made to this day? Answer: 
the technological cold war marvel, the S.S. United States, about 
to be designated an historic place. 

J R • LOCRL TIPS 

Dtlicr Stories ScienCentra I Science Fridai 

Mla i s a co-production of the Center for Science and the Media, and ScienCentral, 
Inc., 

48 Union Street, Stamford, CT 06906 USA (203) 324-9929, Eliene Augenbraun, 
General Manager. 

Al l contents of these WWW sites © ScienCentral, 1998,1999. Al l rights reserved. 

Problems with this site? Please contact us. 
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Science &Teclinology News Networ. 
Science and Technology News localized to fit your television 

market's needs. 

Ship of State - Local Tips 

Is the Fastest Ocean Liner Ever Built Permanently Docked?  

Built For Speed  

Monumental Journey? 

Boat Dreams: What do you think? (Email us!!) 

For More Information 

Is the Fastest Ocean Liner Ever 
Built Permanently Docked? 
To her admirers, she remains a wonder beyond any 
hyperbole. At 990 feet long, 101 feet wide, and 
capable of record-shattering speed, the S.S. United 
States is the fastest ocean liner ever built. Now, the 
once-proud United States sits neglected in the Port 
ofPhiladelphia, her interior picked clean, her carcass slowly giving way to rust 
and flaking paint. 

Is the ship once renowned for state-of-the-art technological innovation 
doomed? Not if Robert Hudson Westover has his way. Westover heads the 
S.S. United States Foundation, which, with a sister group, the S.S. United 
States Preservation Society, has convinced the Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission to nominate the S.S. United States to the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

Westover's ultimate goal-- to raise the estimated $150 to $500 milUon needed 
to restore the world's largest passenger liner to her former glory. "Too many 
Americans don't even know the ship exists," Westover laments. "So now we 
have to recreate her legend and let people know , hey, this is an incredible 
wonder of the world and we need to save this ship. And when people realize 
that, whether they're into ships or not, they want to save it." 
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Built For Speed 

The S.S. United States was the culmination of 
maritime technology. She was constructed during 
the cold war, under such secrecy that her top speed 
was a zealously guarded military secret. With a 
streamlined hull made of armored steel and an 
aircraft carrier's steam turbines driving her four 
massive propellors, the United States was built for speed. Designed by the 
era's foremost naval architect, William Francis Gibbs , she won the coveted 
Blue Riband on her maiden voyage in 1952, besting the Queen Mary's record 
by more than ten hours. Maritime historian John Maxtone-Graham says she 
wasn't even trying. "In three and a half days she took twelve hours off the best 
record. That's never going to be equalled by an ocean liner," Maxtone-Graham 
enthuses. As for her top speed, he agrees that it was over 40 knots (50 miles 
per hour!), but he adds, "Gibbs loved to be secretive... so we never really 
know how fast she could have gone." 

The United States was also built for speedy conversion between civilian 
passenger liner and troop transport. Such a conversion would take the Queen 
Mary some three months, but could be accomplished "literally overnight" by 
the S.S. US. She was designed to withstand multiple torpedo attacks. With her 
numerous waterproof compartments , it's said that unlike the Titanic, the 
United States really could have survived a collision with an iceberg. 

Some of the ship of state's innovations were to enter Americans' daily lives, as 
Laura Bachko, daughter of the United States' lead engineer, points out on a 
tour: "Here's an example of one of the technological advances that she had 
long before you saw anywhere else, this is safety 
glass, shatterproof glass that you now see on 
windshields of cars, this was on the ship in 1952," 
Bochko marvels. "Another example is radar 
ranges... we know them now as microwaves but 
this ship was sailing with them in 1952." 

The S.S. United States never saw military service. 
And then the advent of commercial jetliners made 
her phenomenal speed irrelevant. The ship was taken out of service in 1969 
and placed in mothballs. Due to the technological innovations the ship 
incorporated, the U.S. govemment forbade her sale to foreign companies or 
countries. Finally in the 80's the United States was sold into private ownership, 
and has passed from owner to owner since. 
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Monumental Joumey? 

Proponents of saving the S.S. United States hope recognition by the Registry 
of Historic Places embarks her on a joumey to monument status. Indeed, Paul 
Lusignan, a National Park Service historian, notes that making the National 
Register does not protect her from destmction or dismantling. How do historic 
properties get protected and preserved? Here's a summary of National Park 
Service (NPS) designations and their increasing levels of protection, according 
to Lusignan. 

Designation Owner Degree of Protection 

Historic Place May be privately owned 

Review required for 
Federal actions only; 
owner may dispose of as 
they wish 

National Landmark May be privately owned 

NPS may provide 
technical assistance (not 
funding); owner may 
dispose of as they wish 

National Historic Site Property acquired by NPS 

Protected by 
Congressional 
legislation; eligible for 
fimding for acquisition, 
restoration 

National Monument Property and site owned 
by NPS 

Protected by 
Congressional 
legislation and by 
Presidential decree; 
fiinds available for 
restoration and 
maintenance 
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Boat Dreams: 
What do you think should become of the S.S. 
United States? 

Historian John Maxtone-Graham wishes to see her 
sail again. "Nothing would please me more... but I 
can't honestly think it's going to happen," he says. 
"I think she is finished." 

She may not sail, but might she be sold? A spokesman for her owner says he's 
received serious offers for the ship (asking price: $33 million), and that one 
interested party wants to tie her up in New York Harbor as a luxury 
convention center. 

Many of her devoted and growing group of fans have other dreams for the 
former queen of the sea. One visionary, Mike Alexander, notes that her power 
plant generates enough electricity to power the needs of a city of 10,000. He 
envisions selling electricity back to the utility companies, or perhaps 
constmcting a golf resort on its main deck, which is longer than three football 
fields laid end-to-end. 

Other roles suggested for the grand lady of the North Atlantic: 

Traveling museum 
National monument 
Luxury cmise ship 
Floating casino 
Humanitarian mission vessel 

What do you think? Send us your one-sentence suggestion, and we'll post your  
top answers next week! What do you propose for the Ship of State? E-Mail us! 
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For More Information 

S.S. United States Homepage 

The S.S. United States Ocean Liner... Welcome Aboard 

The Mariners Museum 
Download "electronic postcard" from the S.S. US  
View a Quicklime 360 of a museum exhibit on her 

National Maritime Initiative 

To write for more information, or to make a donation: 

S.S. UNITED STATES PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 90482 
RALEIGH NC 27675-0482 

S.S. UNITED STATES FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 853 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20044 
(703) 625-3037 

Site Editor: Eliene Augenbraun 
Web Editor: Joyce Gramza 
Web Author: Debra Utacia Krol 
Web Producer: David Olsson 

SCRIPT SUPERS STORV HOME i CRED 

Other Stories iCent Sci Media ScienCentra I Science Friday 

is a co-production of the Center for Science and the Media, and 
ScienCentral, Inc., 

48 Union Street, Stamford, CT 06906 USA (203) 324-9929, Eliene 
Augenbraun, General Manager. 

Al l contents of these WWW sites © ScienCentral, 1998,1999. Al l rights 
reserved. 

Problems with this site? Please contact us. 
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Bow of ship 

Stem of ship with damaged railing 

Aerial view of ship 
CHYRON: 
#Courtesy, WPVI-TV 

(VO) 

THE S.S. UNITED STATES 
FOUNDATION IS MORE OPTIMISTIC. 
THEY HOPE TO BUY THE SHIP 
SOMEDAY, CLEAN HER UP AND 
AND TURN HER INTO A FLOATING 
MUSEUM. 

I'M CURT EPSTEIN REPORTING. 

SUPERS 

'̂ Cent Set Media* 

I LOCRL TIPS 

ScienCentral sOtfier Stories 

SciiinOen/raJ. 'J/K. 

SyUMs a co-production ofthe Center for Science and the Media, and ScienCentral, 
Inc., 

48 Union Street, Stamford, CT 06906 USA (203) 324-9929, Eliene Augenbraun, 
General Manager. 

Al l contents of these WWW sites © ScienCentral, 1998, 1999. Al l rights reserved. 

Problems with this site? Please contact us. 
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1 of3 

Science & Technology News Network
1 

Science and Technology News localized to fit your television market's 
needs. 

Ship of State - Script 

(INTRO) 

One of the latest candidates for the list of 
national historic places isn't a place at all, 
but a ship. Curt Epstein tells us about the 
once proud United States and the efforts 
to save the largest American passenger 
ship ever built. 

l****TAKE PACKAGE**** I 
(VO) 

CHYRON: WHEN THE S.S. UNITED STATES 

#Courtesy, Mariners' Museum WAS BUILT IN 1952, TRAVEL TO 
EUROPE TOOK DAYS RATHER #Newport News, VA Ship in heavy seas b/w THAN HOURS. THE SHIP WAS footage of ship LONGER THAN THE TITANIC AND 
TWICE AS FAST. 

Construction footage (VO) 

Ship's propeller CONSTRUCTED DURING THE COLD 
WAR FOR POSSIBLE USE AS A Ship at sea TROOPSHIP, HER TOP SPEED WAS Working on propeller shaft CONSIDERED A MILITARY SECRET. 

(VO) 

Building video WITH A STREAMLINED HULL 
MADE OF ARMORED STEEL, AND 

Video showing engines AN AIRCRAFT CARRIER'S 
POWERPLANT, THE UNITED 

Old video showing propellers on crane STATES WAS AN ENGINEERING 
WONDER YEARS AHEAD OF HER 

Laura on promenade deck with Westover TIME. LAURA BACHKO (BAH-ko) 
SHOULD KNOW, HER FATHER 
BUILT THE SHIP . .. 

I 

514199 11 :28 AM 



Ship of State - Supers http ://www.stn2 .net/pagesl 1 /stateship/supers.html 

Soundbites: 

Laura Bachko 

CHYRON: 
#Laura Bahko 
#President, S.S. United States 
Foundation 

Robert Hudson Westover 

CHYRON: 
#Robert Hudson Westover 
#Chairman, S.S. United States 
Foundation 

John Maxtone-Graham 

CHYRON: 
#John Maxtone-Graham 
#Maritime Historian 
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