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1. Name of Property 
historic name: Dauphin County Bridge #27 
other names/site number Seaman Bridge 

2. Location 

3. Classlflcatlon 
Ownership ot Propeny 

Opnvate 
![] pubhc·local 
0 public -State 
0 publtc·Feoeral 

Name ot 1e1a1eo multiple propeny listing 

Category of Propeny 

0 building(s) 
0d1strict 
Os1te 
[YJ structure 

Oob1ect 

~-~!_!ltetFederal Agency Certification 

not for publication 
vicinity 

a 4 • zip code • 1 7 a 1 7 
North11mhprl3pd 097 

Number of Resources within Propeny 

Contributing Noncontributing 
___ buildings 
___ sites 

___ structures 
___ objects 

0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register _ _.a.__ __ _ 

l !\~:-;ne oes 09na~ aultlority unde1 the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
I ~ nom·n••·O" _ 1 reouest 101 determination ot ehg1b1hty meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
' Nal •O"• Reg 0s1e• ot Historic Places and meets the procedur no P, ofess1onal requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In m~ oo·n°on tne properiy ~meet ~does t the Na ion I Register criteria . 0 See continu11onJsheeJ )~ 7 
OR . BRENT 0. GLASS , p. []/_ -----b). 

S•Q" 1 1 ,,. • O ' C .,, • .... . ,,0 011 <C •8 1 -O~a~1f/-+-~-+--;--+-...,«--
p ENN S Y L VAN I A HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION 

In my op•t11001 1he p•oitef1,t_l 'Tl8ft = ooe.s not meet the Na1tonal Register criteria . 0 See conttnuati6n sltee1 
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•. Function or UM 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Transportation/ road-related: 
{vehicular) . · 
Transportation/pedestrian-related 

7. Dncrlptlon 
Architectural Clasalfication 
(enter categories from Instructions) 

"other" : Metal Truss Bridge 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
"vacant/not in use" 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation .._. ,;;;.S.;;.T.;;.O.:.;:N..:E~-----------
. walls : N/A 

root= N/A 
other : METAL/ iron 

Dauphin County Bridge · 127, also known as Seaman Bridge, is a 
metal truss bridge spanning the Mahantango Creek between Mifflin 
Township, Dauphin County and Lower Mahanoy Township, 
Northumberland County. It was built in 1896 by the Chambersburg 
Bridge Company and measures 162.5 feet in length, by 15 feet 10 
inches in width and 27 feet in height. The bridge consists of ten 
16 foot 3 inch panels. The most outstanding feature structurally 
is the vertical members above the middle diagonal connections. As 
seen on the plan sheet, these vertical members (U3 to M3, US to 
MS, and U7 to M7) were built up with four angle sections. 

The bridge is a variant of the Baltimore truss type. 
Baltimore truss bridges incorporate the use of sub-struts in the 
panels, for use as either tension members or compression members, 
compared to the conunon Pratt truss where these sub-struts are 
omitted from the design. These additional members give 
intermediate support to the chord supporting the floor system, 
while still retaining the structure's simplicity in construction. 
However, Dauphin County Bridge 127, has lower verticals made of 
two slender rods below the connection points (M3, MS, and M7). 
Th1s signifies that the upper built-up, laced verticals, above 
these connection points, are intended for compression members and 
the lower verticals for tension members. This is highly unusual 
as compared· to the Baltimore ~russ, ·which uses these lower 
members for compression and top members for tension. 

All top chord members, (diagonals Ul, L2, U9, LS, and 
verticals U4, L4, U6, L6) were built-up members of two angle 
sect1ons. The floor consists of metal "I" beams which have wooden 
lnserts on both sides running the full length. It has wooden 
str1nqers and a timber plank deck. Also, the bottom lateral 
brac1ng is made of eye bars which are connected to these metal 
··I .. beams w1 th pins. The abutments with wing walls are stone and 
measure 20 feet 6 inches in length, by 9 feet 9 inches in height, 
and 20 feet 10 inches in width. Another unusual feature of the 
Seaman Bridge is the existence of roller plates in the abutments, 
which were used tor expansion and contraction. In recent years 
these rollers were cemented in place and the two lower chords are 
seen to be bowing, due to the change in weather. These lower 

E4J S.. c:ont1nuatlOl'I aheet 
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chord members are divided in five sections and are connected with 
pins. When the weather is extremely hot, you can see these chord 
members bowing outward or sometimes inward. No damage has been 
done to these chord members because of this bowing action but 
they were not originally intended for expansion and contraction 
like the roller plates were. 

Not only does the Seaman Bridge have these unusual features, 
but i t also was one bridge to survive the 1972 flood without 
damage. Later this bridge was closed down in 1978 but after 
receiving petitions, i t was later reopened for a five year 
period. In 1983 the bridge was closed to vehicular traffic 
permanently. Pedestrians crossed this span until March 1992. Due 
to the condition this bridge is in now, l i a b i l i t y was a main 
factor in closing i t for any transportation. Currently, there are 
large holes in the timber planks and one of the wooden stringers 
have weakened because of the weather. There are very few problems 
with the metal framework of this bridge. However, there are some 
places where rust is showing and the paint is chipping off. 

Presently, the bridge is closed and restricted to both 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic. This one lane span is in very 
good condition for it's age but does need rehabilitation. 

Over the years, no major alterations have been made to this 
bridge except to the roller plates in the abutments and the 
replacement of wood. 



8. Statement of SlgnlUcance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property In relation to other properties: 

I I nationally • statewide H locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria Q A H C 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A L U C 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Enginnering 1896 1896 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A Chambersburg Bridge Company 

State Significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted atx>ve. 

Built in 1896 by the Chambersburg Bridge Company, Dauphin 
County Bridge #27 is an excellent example of a late nineteenth 
century metal truss bridge. The length of span (162.5 feet) and the 
unusual truss design (a variation of the Baltimore truss) make i t 
a particularly noteworthy example of a late nineteenth century 
truss bridge. 

The nominated bridge varies from typical Baltimore truss 
design. In the case of Dauphin County Bridge #27, the upper 
vertical laced members are used for compression and the bottom 
vertical members for tension. With a Baltimore truss these features 
are reversed. A Baltimore truss uses upper vertical members for 
tension and lower vertical members for compression. So Dauphin 
County Bridge #27 is significant for this feature. 

The 1988 thematic National Register nomination of Highway 
Bridges Owned by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Includes only 
three examples of the Baltimore Truss type: Walnut Street Bridge, 
Harrisburg, Dauphin Co. (1890); Bridge in Cumberland Township, 
Adams Co. (1894); and the Bridge in Damascus Township, Wayne Co. 
(date unknown). Each of these is a standard Baltimore truss design. 

Bridge #27 has been used for transportation since 1896. After 
surviving the 1972 flood without damage, the bridge was closed in 
1978. After receiving petitions, i t was reopened that year for a 
five year period. In 1983 the bridge was closed down to vehicular 
t r a f f i c permanently. Pedestrians s t i l l crossed this span until 
March 1992. Children crossed the bridge to catch their school bus 
but due to l i a b i l i t y reasons this bridge has been barricaded and 
pedestrians can no longer cross this span. 

n3 See continuation sheet 



9. Maior Bibliographical References 

Interview of Charles Rice, July, 1992 

Interview of Mr. and Mrs. James Wiest, 1992 

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Historic Highway 
Bridges In Pennsvlvania, (Harrisburg: Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation, 1987). 

Interview with Dr. J a i Kim, Bucknell University. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
0 designated a National Historic Landmaric 
1 I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

I I See continuation sheet 

Primary location additional data: 
Q State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
Less than one acre Acreage of property 

UTM References 
A LLLU 13 I 4, 31 0. 1, 0| I 4; 4| 9, 9| 6, 6, 0| 

Zone Easting 

c 1 I • 
Northing 

_L B 
Zone Easting 

D 

J L 

J L 

_L _L 
Northing 

I I I I I I 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
Beginning at the southeast corner of the south abutment, 
proceeding north 183 feet to the northeast corner of the north 
abutment, then west 21 feet to the northwest corner of the north 
abutment, then 183 feet south to the southwest corner of the 
south abutment, and then east 21 feet to the place of beginning. 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes the bridge and its abutments. There are no adjoining 
contributing resources. 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameAitle 
organization 
street & number 
city or town 

L'atny Ahh WSaVCr 
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date 
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. state 

(717) 7bB-3U26 
. zip code 17017 
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The people who live on the south side of this bridge in 
Dauphin County, are in a cul-de-sac area, which means that this 
bridge is the only means of getting out of the area in emergency 
situations. Now that this bridge has been closed, the people who 
live in this cul-de-sac area are forced to drive 2.5 miles one way 
to get to the other side of this bridge. If this bridge was open, 
they would have to drive only 200 yards to get to that same point. 
So this bridge is very important, not only to get out of this area 
faster when danger strikes, but also to provide quicker access for 
emergency vehicles to get into the area. 

This bridge is built over the Mahantango Creek and borders 
Mifflin township. Dauphin County and Lower Mahanoy Township, 
Northumberland County. Downstream from where this bridge is located 
is a cement bridge, which is 1 1/2 miles away from this cul-de-sac 
area. Even though this cement bridge is located downstream, the 
people who live in this area would s t i l l be stranded without Bridge 
#27. 

Years ago many people relied on horses and carriages for 
transportation over this bridge, so the bridge itself was not 
intended for the vehicles of today. Even though the bridge was not 
intended for the traffic of today i t can s t i l l be rehabilitated for 
modern capacity. 

Dauphin County Bridge #27 retains excellent historic 
Integrity and has significant value. This bridge should be 
rehabilitated and preserved as a monument to the heritage of 
almost ninety years of service to the people in its community. 
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The following information applies to a l l photographs: 

Name: Dauphin County Bridge #27 
Photographer: Cathy A. Weaver 
Location of negatives: RD 1, Box 96, Daimatia, PA 17017 
Date: October 7, 1992 

The descriptions of views follow. 

1. Underneath bridge, looking south 

2. Underneath bridge 

3. looking southeast from north end of bridge 

4. looking south from north end of bridge 

5. looking west at east side of bridge 

6. looking north from south bank 

7. looking southeast from north bank 

8. looking east at west side of bridge 

9. looking east at west side of bridge 

10. looking southeast at west side of bridge 

11. looking northeast at west side of bridge 

12. looking northeast at west side of bridge 

13. looking northeast at north end of bridge. 
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION ' 

PROPERTY Dauphin County Bridge No. 27 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: PENNSYLVANIA, Dauphin 

DATE RECEIVED: 6/28/93 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 7/14/93 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 7/30/93 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 8/12/93 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 93000720 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 
^ / A , toterodiatito 

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT A ' / I X ' / ? ^ DATE ^;i&i£iJ^ "1?^^^^!^*^ 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N .... ...•/ 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

.architectural classification 
jnaterials 
.descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Are&s of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clar i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
just i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 
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I B T H D I S T R I C T 

J O H N J . S H U M A K E p ^ _ 

P L E A S E R E P L Y T O i 

• S E N A T E P O S T O F F I C E 

T H E S T A T E C A P I T O L 

H A R R I S B U R G , P A 1 7 1 2 0 - 0 0 3 0 

1 8 0 0 L I N G L E S T O W N R O A O 

S U I T E 2 0 7 

H A R R I S B U R G . P A 1 7 1 1 0 

2 2 a M A R K E T S T R E E T 

M I L L E R S B U R G , P A 1 7 0 6 1 

C O M M I T T E E S 

L A W A N D J U S T I C E . R E P U B L I C A N C H A I R M A N 

C O N S U M E R P R O T E C T I O N A N D P R O F E S S I O N A L 

L I C E N S U R E 

E D U C A T I O N 

J U D I C I A R Y 

S T A T E G O V E R N M E N T 

Senate of ĉrniegliianm | 

June 2, 1993 iw-cnvED 
MUN 2 B 1993 

REGISTER 

Dan Deibler, Chief 
D i v i s i o n of Preservation Services -
Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c a l & Museum Commission « 
State Museum of Pennsylvania I 
Room 535 * 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1026 

Dear Mr. Deibler: 

I t i s my understanding that you are currently considering 
the Seaman Bridge (Dauphin County Bridge No. 27) as a nominee for 
inclu s i o n on the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

I am w r i t i n g to add my support to t h i s nomination and ask 
for your utmost attention to t h i s nominee. This h i s t o r i c 95-year 
old structure, crosses the Mahantango Creek between M i f f l i n 
Township, Dauphin County and Lower Mahoney Township, 
Northumberland County. I t has great sentimental value to the 
residents of the upper end of Dauphin County. 

I t i s my hope that t h i s h i s t o r i c bridge receive the 
appropriate i n c l u s i o n on the National Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places. I f you have any questions regarding my comments, please 
contact me. 

t r u l 

JJS/clk 

cc: Lewis Weaver 
Brenda Barrett, Director 

Bureau of H i s t o r i c Preservation 



MERLE H. PHILUPS, MEMBER 
HOUSE POST OFFICE BOX 57 

MAIN CAPITOL BUILONQ 
HARRSBURQ, PA 171200026 

PHONE: (717) 787-3486 

212 MARKET STREET 
SUNBURV; PENNSYLVANIA 17801 

PHONE: (717) 286-5686 
TOLL FREE 1-8004244060 

RECEIVED 

'JUN 2 8 1993 

REGISTER 

iHouse of ^presentatives 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

HARRISBURG 

June 3, 1993 

COMMITTEES 

REPUBLICAN CHAIRMAN 
HOUSE GAME AND FISHERIES COMMITTEE 

TRANSPORTATION COMMnTEE 

•RF r̂̂ EfVED 
JUN 0 4 1993 

PRESERV/\i i^,^ 

an Deibler f 
Historical Museum Commission 
535 State Museum of Pennsylvania 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Dear Mr. Deibler: 

It is my understanding that the Pennsylvama Historic Preservation Board 
is considering the Seaman's Bridge for nomination to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my support for this 
nomination. 

Please give your serious consideration to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Merl6 H . Phillips 
108th Legislative District 

MHP/jym 



Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 

Bureau for Historic Pretervation 
Post Office Box p26 

RtCEJVEi) Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1JQ26,̂ _,, 

JUN 2 B 1993 

REGioTER 

Jill 
o 

June 17, 1993 

Carol S h u l l , Chief of Registration 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
800 North Cap i t o l Street, Suite 250 
Washington, DC 22002 

Dea 

R<3 ' NR Nomination Forms 

h u l l : 

The following National Register nomination forms are being 
submitted for your review and response: 

Dauphin County Courthouse, Harrisburg, Dauphin County 
M i l l R i f t H a l l , M i l l , R i f t , Westfall Township, Pike County 
D. and H. Canal Company Of f i c e , Lackawaxen, Pike County 
Brownsville Commercial H i s t o r i c and Brownsville Northside 
H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Brownsville, Fayette County 

David Longwell House, Monongahela C i t y , Washington County 
Okehocking H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Willistown Township, Chester 
County 

Dauphin County Bridge #27, M i f f l i n Township and Lower Mahanoy 
Township, Dauphin and Northumberland Counties 

The proposed actions i s : 

X l i s t i n g i n the National Register 

determination of e l i g i b i l i t y (owner objection) 

I f you have any questions regarding the nominations please 
c a l l us at (717) 783-8946. 

Sincerely, 

Dan G. Deibler, Chiei 
D i v i s i o n of Preservation 

Services 

Enclosures 
DGD/dlc 


