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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts, See instructions in Guidelines 
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested information. II an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for " not applicable." For functions, styles, materials, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets 
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1. Name of Property 
historic name Ashley and Bailey Company Silk Mill 
other names/site number Franklin Silk Mill 

I.einhardt Brothers Furniture Warehouse 
2. Location 
st reet & number 

city, town West York Barongh ---- -
state Pennsylvania code PA county York 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

Qprivate 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Category of Property 

[il building(s) 
0district 
Dsite 
D structure 
Oobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

LJ not for publ icat ion N/ A 
vicinity NI A 

code 133 zip code 17 404 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
• 2 a build ings 

___ sites 

___ structures 
___ objects 
__ o __ Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Reg ister -~~--

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that th is 
[XJ nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Place and meets th rocedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFA Part 60. 
In my opinion , the property [] m ts D d n t t the National Register criteria. D See continuatiof shee

7
t. Q / 

Dr. Brent D. Glass -+-l+--~+-+ _ __._j_,_ __ _ 
Signature of certifying official · Dair 7 
Pennsylvan i a His t or ical & Museum Co mm i ss i on 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria . D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

~entered in the National Register. 

0 See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 

Oother, (explain:)---------

Date 

ente1ed 111 ttte 

~ture of the _Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Industry/manufacturincT f a c i l i t y 
Commerce/warehouse ' 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)  
' C o m m e r c e / W a r e h o u s e - •- • 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Late 19th and early 20th Century .American 
American Movements 

other iVearnacular Industrial 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls 

Stone 

roof _ 
other. 

aspharlt 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Ashley and Bailey Conopany S i l k M i l l i s a three-story brick building 
that presides over a largely residential neighborhood of Four-Square style homes 
and Mansard roi^iDuses. It i s long and narrow, stretching the length of the block 
between Princess and Poplar Streets betvreen two more recent, low industrial 
buildings to the east and west. Constructed c. 1899, the m i l l stood alone as 
one of the f i r s t buildings constructed west of Richland Avenue on the Princess 
Street streetcar line. While i t does not reflect any specific style, i t s shallow 
gable roof and regular fenestration are typical of conteirporary industrial design 
in York. Many of this building's windcws have been broken i n recent years, and 
the east wall i s conpletely covered with ivy. Yet, conpared to other historic 
industrial buildings i n the area, this one has had very few alterations over the 
years. 

The s i l k m i l l stands on a rough-cut stone foundation, and the sloping s i t e 
reveals the basenent level at the north end of the building. The walls begin 
at a corbeled watertable and ris e to a corbeled comice. Brick piers with 
corbeled weathers divide the sides of the building into fourteen panels, each 
of which incorporates two 15/15 wood sash with segmentally arched l i n t e l s and 
stone s i l l s . The west elevation i s interrupted by an L-sh^sed, three-story tower 
that continues the main roof slope. Its north wall i s perforated by 6/6 sash, 
and smaller fixed windows ̂ jpear on the south wall. To the south of the tower, 
a relatively modem loading dock shelter with a shed roof and corrugated steel 
walls has been added to the main building. One of the window openings there was 
converted to a loading door, and one window was par t i a l l y obscured by the shelter 
wall. Another window, located on the bas«nent level, was covered vihen the ground 
level was regraded at the south end of the west elevation. 

Attached to the tower i s a broad one-story e l l , constructed i n two gable 
roofed sections. Both sections are banked on stone foundations, so that access 
to the exterior was through operxings i n the north wall. The e l l , v*iich i s 
original, has piers and windows that match those found on the main building. 
When coirpared to, the main building, this e l l has relatively poor integrity. Most 
of the old openings, i n particular, have been altered. The eastem segment of 
the e l l was the engine room. It has two openings on the south elevation, one 
of vdiich i s shuttered. The other i s a multi-paned steel window set i n concrete 
jambs. It replaced an earlier sash v*ien the ground level was regraded on the 
exterior. The west wall of this segment originally had a window, vdiile the north 
wall featured a windcw and a wide loading entrance, vAiich contained a transom. 
Both of these openings vrere f i l l e d i n with brick at the top, and shorter wood 

fx ] See continuation sheet 
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doors enclose the lower portion of the loading entrance. The east elevation 
originally had three 15/15 sash windows until a small makeshift passage was added 
between the first floor of the main building and the ell. Window openings at 
both ends of the passage were converted to provide interior access between the 
buildings. The ell originally had a monitor roof. The roof line is now uneven, 
the westem half having a steeper slope then the eastem half. 

The mill's boiler rocsn, which was located in the shorter, westernmost 
segment of the ell, has likewise seen many changes. A concrete block section 
in the south wall is evidence of a wide gaping hole that was probably made to 
remove the old boilers. An eighty-foot, square, brick smokestack formerly stood 
at the west end of the el l , and a rouc^y patched hole in the wall there likely 
indicates vAiere the flue pierced the wall. The west elevation also has a window 
opening that has been bricked shut. The north elevation v*iose window and large 
wooden door are s t i l l present, have had their transoms bricked shut. 

Close to the northwest comer of the e l l is a small, brick building. 
Ctonstructed c. 1925, It features modem brick, a concrete foundation, and a flat 
roof. Brick piers support the comers of the building, and a concrete coping 
protects the par^)et. Window openings are small and have soldier-coujrse lintels 
above them. The north wall is one large opening, enclosed by wood sliding doors. 

The gable ends of the main mill building are five bays across and are 
divided into three panels. The eastem panels represent square stairtcwers and 
have only one 12/12 window on each floor. At the center of the south gable wall 
are two stickwork doors in larga openings on the first and second floor, and the 
third floor contains a large opening that is new a window. Ivy obscures a 
transomed doorway at the bottom of the stairtower, and a second entrance is 
located on the of^xDsite side of the gable. The area above the door that once 
held a transom that has been enclosed with brick. At the north end of the 
building, the stickwork loading doors contain multi-paned windcws. The stone 
foundation at this end was veneered with modem brick. 

The east elevation generally matches the west, however it is currently 
covered with ivy. The rear portion of the north end stairtcwer rises above the 
main roof and has a large, circular wood platform on top. This served as the 
mill's water tcwer. 

Several smaller buildings that had been constructed with the factory in 
1899 no longer exist. Of the four buildings, two were of brick construction, 
the others frame. All were one story in hei^t. The first building was located 
an the east side of the north end of the building and was referred to as the Silk 
Storage Vault. It was of brick construction with a shed roof. The windcws were 
tall, narrow, arched, and covered with iron guard rails. The door was made of 
sheet iron. The interior contained shelves for the storage of silk. The 
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building was heated by steam and equifped with a water spray to create an even 
moisture. The second building was attached to the west side of the boiler house. 
This was referred to as the Underwriter's Punp House and was fireproof. It too 
was a brick structure with a shed roof. In the southwest comer of the property 
stood a rathier large storage building with a gable roof. Measuring 55 x 24 feet, 
this frame building was used for general storage purposes. In the northwest 
comer of the property stood a small frame structure that was vised as a stable. 
This structure was painted vdiite and housed the factory's wagon, cart, mule, 
and necessary equipment. 

Located directly outside the ttiderwriter's Puirp House was a 40,000 gallon 
reservoir. Constructed of brick and cement, the reservoir was directly connected 
to the tftiderwriter's punp. It received its water supply from the city water 
systan and several wells located on the property. 

The interior of the mill is mostly open space, with exposed wcxxJ framing. 
Chamfered wood posts support heavy, square beams down the long axis of the 
building. A former office at the southeast comer of the main floor is finished 
with beaded-board paneling, and an enclosed elevator shaft is located in front 
of the former loading doors at the south end of the building. The first floor 
was used as the area for winding and warping, vAiile the weaving was done on the 
second and third floors. The third floor reseinbles the first two floors, except 
that the center posts sipport roof trusses and the ridge beam. 

A masonry supporting wall with corbeled brick piers carries the wel^t of 
the center posts at the south half of the lower level. This and the outer walls 
have exposed stone foundations. The north half of the lower level is framed 
similarly to the upper stories, and the outer walls are pierced by the typical 
sash windows. Several beaded-board partitions divide the open space, and there 
are newer partitions at the extreme north end. 

The first section of the ell is a low, open space with heavy purlins 
supporting the long rafters. Originally a one story building, a second floor 
has been added and is connected to the main floor of the mill by a small 
passageway. As a result, the south window is set at floor level. 

The main section of the mill has retained much of its integrity on the 
interior. On the exterior, a few changes have been made to former window and 
loading door openings. Many are reversible. Broken windows and ivy detract from 
the building's historic appearance but have not harmed the integrity of its 
architectural character. The ell, in contrast, has been altered on both the 
exterior and interior, yet the overall shape has not been affected. This mill 
represents a period or rapid industrial e:qjansion in York. Compared to many 
nearby industrial buildings, the Ashley and Bailey Silk Conpany mill continues 
to reflect its original use and design. 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this proporty in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally O statewide [x] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ ^ A C J ^ Cx lC O D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ A • £ Q F I | G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Industry 1899-1937 1899 
Architecture : 

Cultural Affiliation 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 

N/A ' tfrikntiwn' 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Ashley and Bailey Conpany Si l k M i l l i s significant i n the development 
of the s i l k industry i n York, as i t was the f i r s t s i l k m i l l constructed i n York. 
Another facet of the building's significance i s that i t , along with the other 
s i l k m i l l s in York, helped to feed Lancaster's largest tum-of-the-century 
industry, the manufacture of umbrellas. As York's f i r s t s i l k m i l l and one of 
the f i r s t major industries i n West York, i t represents not only the thane of the 
developnent of the s i l k industry i n York, but also the development of West York 
Borough. As industries outside of the c i t y grew, the increased demand for labor 
fostered the development of West York, vAiich was incorporated into a borou^ i n 
1904. The Ashley and Bailey Conpany S i l k M i l l i s also significant as an intact 
exanple of local early 20th century industrial architecture. 

The Ashley and Bailey Conpany S i l k M i l l was bui l t in 1899 at 1237 West 
Princess Street, near Herman Avenue. It was a branch m i l l of the Ashley and 
Bailey Conpany, a s i l k manufacturing conpany organized i n 1894 by Dwight A^ley, 
president, and George Ashley, secretary, vdiich was based i n Paterson, New 
Jersey. Charles E. Ashley was the manager of the m i l l , and Josiah Bailey was 
the treasurer. A deed dated March 4, 1899 states that the Ashley and Bailey 
CcHipany was "solicited by the people of the c i t y of York to establish a s i l k m i l l 
similar to and for the same purpose as the s i l k works i n Paterson, New Jersey." 
It ^jpears from this and other deeds that this conpany was contacted by a group 
of prominent York businessmen, v^o were represented by George S. Billmeyer and 
John W. Steacy. Billmeyer ran a conpany that produced railroad cars, and Steacy 
was involved i n the iron business. 

The 1899 deed l i s t s the terms of the agreement for the building of the 
m i l l . The Trustees, as represented by Billmeyer and Steacy, were to provide the 
tract of land free of charge to the Ashley and Bailey Conpany. They were also 
to erect the building and put i n the engine, boiler, main shafting, force punp, 
ele c t r i c light plant, and steam heat pipes, a l l according to specifications 
provided by the Ashley and Bailey Conpany. The cost of this was not to exceed 
$23,000.00, It appears that the Trustees took out subscriptions i n order to 
raise the funds necessary for constructing the building. The Trustees were to 
give possession of the conpleted m i l l by July 1, 1899. It was the responsibility 
of the Ashley and Bailey Conpany to i n s t a l l a l l other machinery, fixtxires, and 

[ 3 See continuation sheet 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 

· ~previously determined eligible by the National Register 
LJ designated a National Historic Landmark 
0 recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey# _________________ ~ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record# _________________ _ 

10. Geo9!!£hical Data 
Acreage of property less than one acre 

UTM References 
A l.1.i]J 1315,014,4,0I 

Zone Easting 

cL.LJ I I, I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

14 14 12 13 16 19 10 I 
Northing 

I I I I I I I · I 

GJ See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[XI State historic preservation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
Oother 
Specify repository: 

sLi_J I I 1 I 
Zone Easting 

oLi_J I I, I 

D See continuation sheet 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

Beginning at a point on the North side of West Princess Street which is eighty-one 
and five-tenths (81.5) East of the Northeast corner of West Princess Street and South 
Herm:m Street; thence extending Eastwardly along the North side of West Princess Street 
one hundred twenty-six and two-tenths (126.2) feet to a point; thence extending Northward­
ly along neighboring lands two hundred twenty-five and five-tenths (225.5) feet to a point 
on the South side of West Poplar Street; [i] See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

These boundaries replicate the legally recorded boundaries of this property as 
stated in Deed Book 29-I, Page 348. 

D See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Laura L. Hamberger/Bryan Van SWeden 
organization Historic York, Inc. date Jime 7. 1990 
street & number P. 0. Box 231 telephone (717) 843-0320 
city or town York state PA zip code 17405 
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appliances necessary for the production of s i l k . They were to pay a l l other 
insurance and taxes, and also to pay the interest at a rate of 5% on the cost 
of the building and machinery for a period of ten years. At the end of ten 
years, the Ashley and Bailey Conpany was to purchase the land, building, 
fixtures, and machinery from the Trustees for the original cost. They were also 
given the right to place a superintendent at the m i l l to oversee the construction 
and opening of the m i l l . Charles E, Ashley rented a house i n York v*iile he 
performed this job. 

When the original agreement was drawn up i n March of 1899, the Trustees 
had not yet purchased the land on vAiich the m i l l i s now sittaated. They purchased 
the tract on Apr i l 8, 1899, from Adam H. and Sarah Hoke, for $825.00. It i s 
probable that Ashley and Bailey chose this location for their new m i l l i n part 
because the street railway ran down Princess Street, directly i n front of the 
m i l l . This would have provided convenient transportation for the m i l l workers. 
Also, because the Pennsylvania Railroad ran nearby, transportation for the raw 
and finished s i l k was easily accessible. 

It appears that after i ^ r i l of 1899, the silk mill was built and equipped 
according to the terms in the original agreement. Initially the mill wove 
ribbons, but later switched to the production of broad silks. On May 11, 1909, 
ten years after the original agreenent, the Trustees deeded the silk mill to the 
Ashley and Bailey Ccsipany. 

On September 25, 1914, the Ashley and Bailey Conpany sold the mill to B. 
Edmund David, of New York City. The danise of the Ashley and Bailey Ccaipany was 
brou^t about by nearly ten years of labor disputes in Paterson. David took over 
the mortgage for $18,000.00, and frcm this point on, it was known as the Franklin 
Silk Mill. B. Edmund David, Inc. was incorporated in 1917, and their main office 
was located at 46 East 34th Street in New York City. In November of 1917, B. 
Edmund David and his wife Hannah deeded the Franklin Silk Mill to their newly 
formed conpany. They constructed a new mill on the comer of Front and Walnut 
Streets in Wri^tsville in 1918. B. Edmund David, Inc. bou^t another silk mill 
at 1404 Monroe Street in West York Borou^ in 1922 and moved its office there. 
Another conpany, David Silks, Inc. was formed by David in 1929. Its principal 
office was located at 180 Madison Avenue, in Manhattan, New York City. In 
December of 1932, the Franklin Silk Mill was deeded to David Silks, Inc., as was 
the mill in Wrightsville. Sometime circa 1935, the mill on Monroe Street became 
part of the Atlas Silk Mills of Pennsylvania, Inc. In February of 1937, David 
Silks, Inc. deeded the Franklin Silk Mill to business associates Louis DeRoon 
and Herman Slifka. Emest Haning was District Superintendent. The Franklin Silk 
Mill closed its doors later that year. 

The building stood vacant until June of 1942, vihsn it was purchased by ttie 
Leinhardt Brothers for $10,000.00, and converted into a fumiture warehouse. 
They stopped using the building for this purpose two or three years before they 
put it up for sale in 1988. The building may be purchased by a local developer 
vdio has plans to reuse the building for lew-income housing. 

It is significant that a conpany from Paterson, New Jersey would choose 
York in vAiich to locate a branch mill. Silk manufacturing began in Paterson as 
early as 1840, and by 1900, it was the center of the nation's silk industry, 
producing 24.2% of ths value of all silk goods produced in the United States. 
Paterson became the center of the silk industry for a number of reasons, 



W^Sorai lO^CO^ Aecm^ Mo. 1034^11 

United States Department of the interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Ashley and B a i l e y Company S i l k M i l l 
Section number 8 Page 2 

inclviding i t s proximity to New York City (the main s i l k market), the abundant 
waterpower produced by the Passaic River, the city's early start of power 
manvifacturing, and the large supply of s k i l l e d labor, much of vAiich came from 
Italy and other European countries. The 1900 Census of Manufacttirers stated 
that the tendency of the s i l k industry was to spread from centralized areas to 
outlying locations. This explains vAiy the main market for s i l k goods was New 
York City, yet the majority of s i l k goods sold there were produced i n New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania. New York s i l k manufacturers moved their machinery to these 
two states because of cheaper rents and a larger supply of tractable 
labor i n these areas. In 1900, the value of s i l k and s i l k goods sold produced 
i n these two states accounted for almost two-thirds of the total for the United 
States, 

In preparing the research for this nomination, a connection between 
Paterson, New Jersey and York, Pennsylvania appeared, vAiich should be noted. 
Several of the men who started s i l k mills in York were either based in Paterson, 
received specialized training of some sort there, or were enployed in the various 
mills i n Paterson before coming to York. These corrections likewise i l l u s t r a t e 
the tendency of the industry to spread to outlying regions and i l l u s t r a t e s more 
clearly why a conpany from Paterson, New Jersey would chose York as a location 
for a branch m i l l . The most direct link between these two c i t i e s occured when 
several York businessmen s o l i c i t e d the Ashley and Bailey Conpany to come to York 
to open up a branch m i l l . Obviously, these men had the foresight to see York's 
potential in the s i l k industry. Although there i s no written evidence as to why 
these men specifically chose the Ashley and Bailey Conpany, one can assume that 
there was yet another connection between these two c i t i e s v*iich has been lost 
over the years. 

York i t s e l f was a logical choice for s i l k manufacturing because of i t s 
close proximity to Lancaster, Pennsylvania. The local s i l k industry fed 

Lancaster's most inportant tum-of-the-century industry, the manufacture of 
umbrellas. In 1900, Lancaster had s i x umbrella factories, a few being cottage 
industries, enploying 15% of the city's industrial workforce. Lancaster, by the 
1920's, produced more umbrellas than any other c i t y i n the United States. Two 
of Lancaster's surviving \ambrella factories. Rose Brothers and Conpany, and 
Follmer, Clogg, and Conpany, are already l i s t e d on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

The manufacture of s i l k steadily grew to become one of York's most 
inportant industries. In 1900, only two s i l k m i l l s were in operation i n York. 
By 1904, four s i l k m i l l s i n York enployed 1,121 people and were putting out 
products worth over $3,000,000.00. The amount of capital invested i n these four 
m i l l s was $1,670,000.00. By 1913, there were seven s i l k mills i n operation. 
The s i l k industry reached i t s peak i n 1928 with twelve s i l k mills. The number 
of operating mills decreased i n the early years of the Depression, and f i n a l l y 
the manufacture of s i l k declined i n the late 1930's, due to the introduction of 
synthetic fibers. Most s i l k mills in York, inclviding the Ashley and Bailey 
Conpany M i l l , did not have the equipment to produce these new products. 
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It i s evident from this chronology that the majority of s i l k m i l l 
constnictian occured i n three phases. The f i r s t phase occured c. 1900, when four 
mills were bu i l t . The Ashley and Bailey Ccmpany S i l k M i l l was b u i l t c. 1899; 
and the Monarch S i l k M i l l , the Diamond S i l k M i l l , and the York S i l k M i l l were 
a l l constructed i n 1900 or 1901. 

The second jijase of construction occured between c. 1911 and 1923. During 
this period of time, three s i l k m i l l s were b u i l t : The E. and H. Levy Ccaipany 
S i l k M i l l , the Souter S i l k Conpany M i l l , and the Rutland S i l k Conpany M i l l . The 
E. and H. Levy Conpany i s significant i n that, during i t s entire operation, i t 
only manufactured s i l k ribbons. It was the f i r s t s i l k m i l l i n York to specialize 
by making only one s i l k product. 

The third and f i n a l phase of s i l k m i l l construction was from c. 1927 to 
1935. During this period, five m ills were b u i l t . These included the Eberton 
Si l k M i l l ; the H. W. G. S i l k M i l l ; the Tioga S i l k Conpany, Inc., M i l l ; the Kroy 
Corporation S i l k M i l l ; and the Blue Bird S i l k M i l l . As these mills were 
constructed much later, and were not directly related to the early s i l k industry 
i n York, none of them w i l l be conpared to the Ashley and Bailey Ccaipany S i l k 
M i l l i n terms of architectural or histo r i c a l significance. 

Because Ashley & Bailey was an established conpany i n a major s i l k 
manufacturing ci t y , this building no doiibt represents the conventional design 
for s i l k mills at that time. I t set the standard i n York, and i t i s l i k e l y that 
local builders and architects used Ashley & Bailey as a pattem v*ien constructing 
the other plants i n the following years. While the c. 1900 s i l k mills do not 
have an exclusively distinctive shape and design v*ien conpared to contenporary 
industrial buildings, they do share several characteristics. For exanple, a l l 
were located at or near the c i t y lines, encircling the c i t y i n effect. Also, 
the City's early s i l k mills are t a l l , narrow buildings, standing three or four 
stories on sloped lots. Some, however, were built to conform to square lots. 
Uie U-shaped Monarch and L-sh^jed E. & H. Levy buildings are two exairples. The 
York S i l k M i l l originally had a linear plan before an extensive wing was added 
to create a U sh^)e. These mills are construjcted of brick and have heavy-tintoer 
frames on the interior. 

A l l of the pre-1920 s i l k mills have survived to the present, and many have 
fared well in terms of integrity. Among the exceptions i s the York S i l k M i l l 
(c. 1900), vAiere vertical steel buttresses added at the west end of the south 
elevation interfere with the typically smooth rhythm of window openings. At the 
Monarch building (c, 1901), nearly a l l of the f i r s t floor windcws have been 

f i l l e d i n with brick, and a more recent windcwless addition has been constructed 
across the plant's open end. The Rutland S i l k M i l l (c, 1917) has been stripped 
of i t s architectural integrity. Ashley & Bailey, Diamond, E. & H. Levy, and 
Souter have had relatively few alterations, however Souter (c. 1912) i s a smaller 
m i l l that has few of the defining characteristics described above. The Diamond 
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S i l k M i l l (c. 1900) stands alone i n terms of i t s s t y l i s t i c features. It was 
designed by noted York architect John Denpwolf and has been determined to be 
e l i g i b l e for the National Register. None of the other mills have such notable 
architectural influences. The E. & H. Levy Inc. S i l k M i l l (c. 1909) i s one of 
the few mills that i s s t i l l vised as a factory, and i t s integrity i s very good. 
It was constructed during the second phase of s i l k m i l l development, and the 
ccHipany specialized i n making s i l k ribbons. For these reasons, i t does not have 
the hi s t o r i c a l connections that can be claimed for the Ashley & Bailey Conpany 
Si l k M i l l . 

The Ashley and Bailey Conpany S i l k M i l l i s significant i n the theme of the 
development of the eastem portion of West Manchester Township. The f i r s t major 
inpetus for growth i n this area was that, i n 1886, i t was linked with the rest 
of York City by the street railway. The next factor i n the development of this 
area was a l l of the businesses that located here at the tum-of-the-century. 
Ihe Ashley and Bailey Conpany S i l k M i l l was one of the f i r s t to locate i n this 
area c. 1899, and many other conpanies followed suit. These conpanies included 
Martin Carriage Works (organized i n 1888, and located i n West York i n 1897), West 
York Fumiture Conpany (founded i n 1899), Jacoby Fumiture Conpany (incorporated 
i n 1903, located i n West York by 1904), Eureka Bending Conpany (organized i n 
1903), York Corrugated Conpany, Standard Pavement Conpany, and the West York Shoe 
Ccaipany. Businesses such as these brought people out of the c i t y into these less 
densely populated areas. As businesses prospered, residential nei^iborhoods 
sprang up around than. The growth of this area continued, and i t was 
incorporated into West York Borovigh i n 1904. 

The significance of the Ashley and Bailey Conpany Si l k M i l l i s both multi-
faceted and conplex. I t i s significant i n the development of York's s i l k 
industry, as i t was the f i r s t m i l l to be ccaistructed i n York. I t i s significant 
i n i t s relationship to Lancaster's largest tum-of-the-century industry, umbrella 
manufacturing. I t i s also significant i n the development of West York Borou^, 
as i t was one of the f i r s t major industries i n this area. The building i t s e l f 
i s an intact representative exanple of local 20th century industrial 
architecture, and i t has very good integrity. The Ashley and Bailey Ccaipany S i l k 
M i l l can be tied into several different themes and placed into many histori c a l 
contexts, and for these reasons, i t i s truly a significant historic building. 
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York County (PA) Recorder of Deeds Office, Deed Book, 11-Q, 147-150. 

, Deed Book, 16-N, 104-106. 

, Deed Book, 19-L, 640-642. 

, Deed Book, 20-Q, 113-115. 

, Deed Book, 25-K, 645-646. 

, Deed Book, 26-T, 394-396. 

, Deed Book, 29-1, 437-439. 

York, Pennsylvania (Philadelphia, PA:Shelden Company, Inc., 1904) 7,8,11. 

"Ashley and Bailey Co., Public Sales Announcement". Passaic County 
Historical Society. Paterson, NJ. 
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thence extending Westwardly along the South side of West Poplar Street one hundred twenty-
eight and four-tenths (128.4) feet to a point; thence extending Southwardly two hundred 
twenty-six and five-tenths (226.5) to a point and place of beginning. 
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The following information applies to a l l of the following photographs belcw 
unless otherwise noted. 

Building: Ashley and Bailey Conpany Si l k M i l l 
Location: 1237 W. Princess St, West York Borough, York County 
NL 
PD 
PC 

Historic York, Inc. 
9/90 
Bryan Van Sweden 

1. PV: view showing the south elevation and east elevation, view facing 
northeast. 

2. PV: view showing the north elevation and west elevation, view facing 
southeast. 

3. PV: view showing the south elevation and east elevation, view facing 
northwest. 

4. PV: view showing the south elevation of e l l , view facing northwest. 

5. PV: view showing the north elevation of e l l , view facing southeast. 

6. PV: view showing the west elevation and south elevation of e l l , view facing 

northeast. 

7. PV: view shewing the north elevation of building constructed c. 1925, view 
facina southeast. 

8. PV: view showing the interior of the fi r s t floor, view facing southeast. 

9. PV: view shewing the interior of the second floor, view facing south. 

10. PV: view showing interior of the third floor, view facing north. 

11. PD: C.1913 
PC: unknown 
PV: view shewing north elevation, west elevation and e l l , view facing 

southeast. 

12. PD: c.1913 
PC: unknown 
PV: view shewing south elevation, west elevation and e l l , view facing 

northeast. 

13. PD: c.1913 
PC: unknown 
PV: view showing south elevation and east elevation, view facing northwest 
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14. PD: c.1913 
PC: vmkncwn 
PV: view showing q u i l l i n g machines, interior of the f i r s t floor. 
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The following National Register nomination forms are being 
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Ashley and Bailey Company Silk Mill, York County 
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