


6. Function or Use 
IHistoric Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructtons) 
Transportation; Rail-related Transportation; Rail-related 

Commerce/trade; Business. 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation s tone 
Queen Anne walls stone 

limestone 
roof s l a t e 
other wood 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Elkins Park Train Station and commuter shelter stands on the inbound and 
outbound tracks respectively of the Philadelphia and Reading tracks in the 
midst of the development originally called Ogontz Park, later reneimed in honor 
of its principle founder, Villisun Elkins. Designed by Cope and Stewardson, 
the chief exponents of gothic historicism at tbe end of the century, the 
Elkins Park Station evoked the character of the English cottage suburb in its 
materials and style. The grey schist and limestone trim of the exterior of 
the main station were the principal materials of the great mansions of the 
surrounding suburbs, making the station an appropriate entrance to the new 
community. 

By 1898, the requirements of the suburban train station were clearly 
understood. A protective platform shed paralleled tbe tracks to shelter 
passengers, a waiting room provided a warm interior and usually offered a view 
down the tracks to alert passengers to the arrival of the train, a projecting 
bay on the track side provided a position for the station-master both to see 
the incoming trains and to sel l tickets within the waiting room. In larger, 
more sophisticated stations such as Elkins Park, the station also had a 
smaller Ladies' Waiting room to protect more delicate sensibilities from the 
abuses of travel. 

Cope and Stewardson's adaptation of the suburban station type was masterful. 
Elevated train tracks were required to permit Church Street to pass under a 
bridge. In earlier stations, a two level building was constructed to reach 
track level. Here the architects f i l led around tbe basement of the building 
to form a man-made h i l l on which they erected their station and platforms. 
The elevation makes the station the most prominent building in the midst of 
the small comaercial center of Ogontz Fark - an intention that was further 
indicated by the octagonal stone tower that surmounts tbe octagonal ticket 
bay. The station is the visual anchor of the suburb. 

Cope and Stewardson's scheme follows the norms of station plan and general 
design, but is quite startling in detail. The exterior material is tbe local 
grey schist cut into small blocks, laid horizontally, and trimmed with smooth 
dressed limestone carefully grooved so the gravure establishes a subtle 
texture to the stone. A tower of the same materials, punctuated on each plane 
with small, dovecote-type openings below the sloping slate roof adds a 

1x1 See continuation sheet 
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picturesque element to the exterior. The roofs of the main volumes are of 
slate (though documentary evidence suggests that the original material may 
have been red tile), in an exceptionally shallow hip, and they extend out to 
provide a sheltered walkway around the entire perimeter of the station. It is 
that great, low, overhanging roof that principally conveys the modern and 
original character of the building, seeming to anticipate the Prairie School 
of the next decade. Two low slate-roofed dormers ventilate the attic over the 
toilets and Ladies' Waiting room. 

Mediating between the main station and the drive is a handsome porte-cochere, 
carried on square section, knee-braced posts that spring out to carry tbe 
broad overhang of the roof. It steps up following the course of the stairs 
leading to the building. The same elements are continued in the platform 
shelters which is attached to the main station building on the inbound side of 
the tracks, while the one on the outbound is free standing. These motifs 
conform to the standard designs developed for the Philadelphia and Reading 
Railroad by Frank Furness in the I880s. On the outbound platform, the shelter 
abuts a modest waiting room, infilled with clapboarded wood partitions, an6 
glazed at eye level for a view of the trains. The interior is spartan. 

By stringing together a l l of the spatial elements of the station building, the 
women's waiting room, the toilets, the main'waiting room, and a large bay at 
the north end, a long, narrow volume was created. The track-side elevation is 
articulated to mark the shift from one waiting room to the next. This 
conformed to late Victorian aesthetic theory that called for description of 
function; the octagonal station master's bay (surmounted overhead by the 
tower) marks the midpoint. The entire north end is a large, semicircular bay 
that marks the end of the main waiting room. 

The chief public space of the station is the main waiting room, which opens 
through double doors from both the covered stair of the street side and from 
the track side. It is handsomely detailed in an elegant version of Queen 
Anne. A dark wainscot lines the lower walls, with pilasters 2U>ticulating the 
mid-wall and rising to a dentilled cornice. This runs around the room at the 
height of the doors, and continues across a spanning steel beam that sets off 
the semicircular bay at the far end of the waiting room. Above the cornice, 
evidence of the construction material is given in a band of dark brown brick 
equal to the lower wainscot. 

Three major features accent the room. On the center wall is a great fireplace 
with an overscaled, anti-historical limestone console as keystone. The 
fireplace is crowned by a paneled, sloping chimney breast that rose up into 
the heights of the dark varnished, tongue-and-groove, open trussed celling. 
The chief focus of the room is the classically detailed, octagonal, station 
master's bay surmounted by dark brown brick which carries the tower on the 
exterior. The sunny, light f i l led bay at the north end of the station forms 
an elegant counterpoint to the solid mass of the fireplace. 
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Pedimented colonial doors provided access to a corridor to toilet rooms in the 
center of the building - and to the Ladies' Waiting room on the south end. 
Unlike the grandeur of the main room that room was plain, with a low ceiling 
(since covered with a dropped ceiling). It had a sepsu'ate, smaller door onto 
the platform. With the conversion of the main waiting room into an office, 
the Ladies' Waiting room has now become the waiting room for the station, with 
a small ticket booth in the corner. 

The main waiting room is now an office, and has been subdivided by low, office 
landscape psirtitions. The station master's office remains in its bay smd the 
great semicircular bay has been subdivided from the main waiting room by a 
partition, but the main space is intact and understandable. Though reduced in 
function as the train has given way to the automobile as the means of arriving 
in a community, the Elkins Park station remains an elegant survivor of the 
glories of the suburban railroad developments of the turn of the century. 
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8. Statement of Signiflcance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally • statewide [x] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria |X1A I IB [XIC I ID 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) • A • B ^ C • • • E • F I IG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Architecture [ 1898-1940 1898 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
Copê  Sr.PWflrrlson, and Company 

State significance of property, and justify crtteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Elkins Park Station is significant as the work of Cope and Stewardson, one 
of the great American architectural firms of the late nineteenth century, as 
the central focus of the suburban development of Ogontz Fark (since renamed 
Elkins Park), and as a donation by the chief developer of tbe community, 
William Elkins, who was largely responsible for the northem development of 
Philadelphia through his Onion Traction Company. The Elkins Park Station is 
of additional interest because it was the Elkins family's connection to the 
city, and thus was given particular architectural enrichment. With the 
diminishing of r a i l service, many of the commuter r a i l stations have been 
replaced by low maintenance sheds. Fortunately, this superb example remains 
in continuous use to the present. 

Though the suburbs just north of Philadelphia had another train station dating 
from the 1870s, erected by the old North Penn Railroad, i t was outdated and 
inconveniently placed for access to the newly developing suburb being 
constructed by William Elkins. Elkins, with his partners Peter Widener and 
William Eemble, had formed the Union Traction Company to provide horse-car 
service to their real estate in North Philadelphia.' By the 1890s, their 
lines reached a l l the way to the northern city limits, making it possible to 
commute to Ogontz Park by horse-car. That was relatively inconvenient, and 
not suited to the up-scale mansions and country houses that Elkins was 
selling. That it was Intended as an upwardly mobile community is denoted by 
the selection of the name "Ogontz Park," capitalizing on Jay Cooke's estate 
Ogontz, which had become an el i te , girl's boarding school. The suburb was 
described in promotional materials as "...a residence place of high 
quality...." To solve the problem of transportation, Elkins offered to build 
"... The handsomest and most complete station on the Pennsylvania 
Railroad..." i f the railroad would locate it in the center of his project. 
As evidence of his hlgh-mlndedness, Elkins retained architects Cope and 
Stewardson to design the building. 

fx]See continuation sheet 



9. Major BIbliographfcal References 

Clio Index, unpublished data base of Philadelphia architecture. 

Cram, Ralph Adams. "The Work of Cope and Stewardson." Architectural Record 
XV (Noirember 190li): pp.407-M3I. 

Holton, James. The Reading Railroad; History of a Coal-Age Empire. Volume I, 
the Nineteenth Century. Laurie's Station, Pennsylvania, 1989. 

Hotchkin, S. F. Old York Road. Philadelphia, 1892. 

O'Gorman, James, Jeffrey A. Cohen, George E. Thomas, and G. Holmes Perkins. 
Drawing Toward Building: Philadelphia Architectural Graphics. 1732-1986. 
Philadelphia, 1986. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has t>een requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determmed eligible by the National Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmarl< 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

p n See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data:' 
f x l State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property .5 acre 

UTM References 
AlASJ I 41 8, 9! 0, 6, 01 

Zone Easting 

J L 

Ail 
Northing 

3i 51 4, 4, 01 B I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

D L l J I I i I . . I L 

I I 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Beginning at a point a the eastern corner of the intersection of Spring Avenue 
and Park Avenue, continuing southeast 237 feet along the northeast side of 
Spring Avenue to a point, then northeast at right angles to Spring Avenue 95 
feet to a point, then southeast parallel to Spring Avenue to the end of the 

fx ] See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

This encompasses the historic station, platforms, and grounds. 

I I See continuation sheet 
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George E, Thomas, Ph.D. nameAitle _ 
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The office of Cope suad Stewardson was formed by John Stewardson, a graduate of 
the Ecole des Beaux-Arts and of Frank Furness's office, and Walter Cope, a 
graduate of Theophllus Parsons Chandler's office. They opened their firm in 
1886, and over the next sixteen years established themselves as the preeminent 
architects of American collegiate architecture, with landmarks at Bryn Mawr, 
the University of Pennsylvania, Princeton, and the master plan of Washington 
University in St. Louis. They were equally accomplished as residential and 
commercial architects, designing office towers and department stores, as well 
as many of the great mansions of the period. Despite the death of Stewardson 
in a skating accident in I896, the off ice continued with unabated 
Inventiveness into the early twentieth century, when Walter Cope died in 1902 
of a stroke.^ The Ogontz Park (as Elkins Park was originally called) station 
was announced in the Philadelphia Real Estate Record and Riilders* Guide in 
October of I898, and was again mentioned in December. Its design shows many 
of the hallmarks of the firm at its height. Particularly noteworthy is the 
ceireful meuiipulation of the local schist and limestone to make a handsomely 
proportioned building, whose architectural distinction allowed commuters to 
quickly identify their location. Those same materials became the hallmarks of 
the Gothic Revival of the region. 

The elegant detailing of the interior waiting room demonstrated the abilities 
of the office to adapt to small, economical projects like the station. While 
its materials and interior details were understated, the architects' solution 
to the fundamental issue of a protected passage from street entrance to train 
was masterfully resolved by the rdof, which made the building l i t t le more than 
a support for the sheltering overhang. Although it would seem remarkable in 
the Philadelphia suburbs to see a form which so closely approximated the great 
Prairie School buildings of the Midwest, i t was a logical extension of the 
norms of the building type, and offers proof of the ability of the architects. 
Despite the fact that Cope and Stewardson are remembered as historical 
revivalists, their Victorian training had left its mark in the expression of 
function - large windows for waiting room and small, high windows for toilets. 
The juxtaposition of the tower against the long, low horizontal of the roof 
recaptured enough of the historical sensibility to make it appropriate to 
Elkins Park and to the intentions of William Elkins. 

In addition to exemplifying the extensive suburbanization that characterized 
late nineteenth century Philadelphia, and demonstrating the architects' 
ski l ls , the station attests to the generosity of William Elkins (1832-1903).̂  
Elkins was one of the financial titans of late nineteenth century Philadelphia 
and was a partner with Peter Widener both in ut i l i t i es (he owned the gas 
works in addition to most of the trolley lines in the city) and real estate 
development. They built great mansions across from each other on Broad Street 
in the city, and in the I890s acquired large tracts for country estates in the 
region now known as Elkins Fark. Elkins built a wonderfully picturesque. 
Queen Anne country seat on land acquired from Jay Cooke, and in the early 
twentieth century replaced it with a spectacular, Horace Trumbauer-designed, 
French Beaux-Arts palace that s t i l l stands a mile or so to the west of the 
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station. Widener's Linwood Hall, also a Trumbauer design, was an even more 
imposing palace - again across the street. Though their surviving mansions 
were in the new, Beaux-Arts classical style, the station recalls the more 
modest origins of the suburb in the 1890s. 

Finally, the Elkins Park Station marked the beginning of a new generation of 
architectural patronage by the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad. That 
railroad had begun in the l8MOs as a carrier of anthracite coal, but by the 
late 1870s under the leadership of president Franklin Gowen, moved 
aggressively to corner a portion of the commuter market.' In 1879, Frank 
Furness was commissioned to provide plans for more than one hundred track and 
station buildings for the railroad, which were scattered along the Reading 
lines from Sheunokin to Sunbury, and south into Delaware. With the bankruptcy 
of the railroad in the I880s and Gowen's suicide, the Reading ended its 
building program. When construction was resumed, i t was with the more 
fashionable Cope £U3d Stewardson firm as their architects. They began working 
for the Railroad in 1897 with a ticket office in the main terminal, and then 
did several of the designs on the Bethlehem Branch including Washington Lane 
(demolished) smd Melrose Park, which followed the more up-to-date stylistic 
mode of the day. These stations marked the upgrading of the old North Penn 
Line which was replaced by new tracks, making the earlier l850s stations 
redundant. 

As the work of one of the region's most accomplished architects, as the 
donation of William Elkins, and as the centerpiece of Elkins development of 
Elkins Fark, the Elkins Fark station is eligible for the National Register 
under Criteria A and C. 

Notes; 

^Jean T o l l , ed. Montgomery County: the Second Hundred Years, Vol. I, 
(Montgomery County, 1983), p.75. 

^Toll, p.75. 

Ŝee George E. Thomas, "Cope and Stewardson," in Drawing Toward Building; 
Philadelphia Architectural Graphics, 1732-1986. James F. O'Gorman et a l . , 
(Philadelphia, 1986), p.l62; and Ralph Adams Cram, "The Architecture of Cope 
and Stewardson," Architectural Record XV (November 1904), pp.407-431. 

^Philadelphia Real Estate Record and Builders* Guide XIII;40 (5 October, 
1898); XIII;41 (12 October 1898); Philadelphia Inquirer. 9 December I898, 
p.12. The building cost $15,000.00. 

^For a biography of Elkins see Philadelphia and Popular Philadelphians.  
(Philadelphia, I891)f p.170, and the Dictionary of American Biography. 
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Notes; (continued) 

T̂he history of Elkins land acquisitions is treated in S. F. Hotchkin, The 
York Road. (Philadelphia, 1892), p.165; see also Elaine Rothschild, A History 
of Cheltenham Township, (Montgomery County, 1976), p.40. 

"̂ The history of the Reading Railroad is detailed in James Helton's The 
Reading Railroad. History of a Coal-Age Empire. Volume I, the Nineteenth 
Century. (Laurie's Station, Pennsylvania, 1989)- Frank Furness's work is 
outlined in George E. Thomas and Hyman Myers, "Checklist," in James F. 
O'Gorman, George E. Thomas, Hyman Myers, The Architecture of Frank Furness. 
(Philadelphia, 1973). 

o 

Cope and Stewardson's work is indexed in the unpublished Clio Index, which 
lists commissions from the Philadelphia Real Estate Record and Builders' News. 
For the work for the railroad, see BG vol.12, no.16 (21 April 1897). Other 
suburban stations are listed in Sandra Tatman and Roger Moss, Biographical 
Dictionary of Philadelphia Architects, (Boston, 1983), pp.165-170. 
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Bib 1 iography; (cont.) 

O'Gorman, James, George E. Thomas, and Hyman Myers. The Architecture of Frank 
Furness. Philadelphia, 1973. 

Philadelphia and Popular Philadelphians. Philadelphia, 1891. 

Rothschild, Elaine. A History of Cheltenham Township. Montgomery County, 
Pennsylvania, 1976. 

Smith, J. L. Atlas of Montgomery County. Philadelphia, 1893. 
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Verbal Boundary; (cont.) 

station platform, then northeast at right angles to Spring Avenue across the 
railroad tracks to a point on the northeast side of the pedestrian walkway 
adjacent to the tracks, then northwest along the pedestrian walkway to the 
southwest corner of Park and High School Avenues, then southwest along the 
southeast side of Park Avenue to the place of beginning. 
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1. Easton Cemtery, 401 North Seventh Street, Easton, Northairpton County 
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1, Chadds Ford, Chester County 
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