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A 4 - S t o r y , 9 - r e g i s t e r , b r i c k b u i l d x n g on a r a i s e d basement. Stone 
b e l t c o u r s e s appear above and below the f i r s t f l o o r . Each r e g i s t e r 
c o n t a i n s t h r e e openings s e p a r a t e d by p i l a s t e r s e x t e n d i n g the f u l l 
h e i g h t of the b u i d l i n g . Limestone c a p i t a l s top each of the p i l a s t e r s 
as w e l l as the p i e r s t h a t s e p a r a t e the r e g i s t e r s . The c e n t r a l 
r e g i s t e r has a p r o j e c t i n g l - s t o r y e n t r a n c e w i t h an arched opening 
w i t h two doors and t r a c e r y In the transom. A stone band a l o n g the 
top of the e n t r y p r o j e c t i o n has the name of the s c h o o l c a r v e d i n i t • 
Both the n o r t h and so u t h e l e v a t i o n s s t r e t c h s i x r e g i s t e r s and are 
m i r r o r images of each o t h e r . The r e a r f o u r r e g i s t e r s match those of 
the f r o n t . The second r e g i s t e r from the f r o n t p r o j e c t s s l i g h t l y and 
has f o u r openings i n a 1-2-1 arrangement. The f i r s t r e g i s t e r has no 
openings but i s ornamented by p i l a s t e r s . „o,nt ««•>if nacatsaryi 

37. hittorv, tignlfleanea and/or baeKground 

D u r i n g the e x p a n s i v e y e a r s of the 1920s, the Sc h o o l D i s t r i c t v had 77 
new s c h o o l s e r e c t e d and 24 a d d i t i o n s c o n s t r u c t e d on e x i s t i n g b u i l d ­
i n g s . The 77 i n c l u d e d 56 elementary s c h o o l s , 16 j u n i o r h i g h s c h o o l s , 
3 s e n i o r h i g h s c h o o l s and 2 t e c h n i c a l s c h o o l s . The program r e f l e c t e d 
the needs t h a t arose from the c o n t i n u e d growth of p o p u l a t i o n , the 
spread of development and, to a l e s s e r e x t e n t , the d e s i r e t o modernide 
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27. HISTORY/SIGNIFICANCE ( c o n t i n u e d ) 

the D i s t r i c t ' s f a c i l i t i e s . 
I n response to t h i s program, I r w i n T. C a t h a r i n e adopted the 

e x p e d i e n t of employing the same or e s s e n t i a l l y the same p l a n s and 
e l e v a t i o n s f o r a number of s c h o o l s . For example. Type 153-A, a 4 - s t o r y , 
9 - r e g i s t e r , C o l l e g i a t e G o t h i c b u i l d i n g , to a l l i n t e n t s and purposes 
d u p l i c a t e s Type 153, r e p r e s e n t e d by f i v e o t h e r s c h o o l s . For 153-A, 
C a t h a r i n e s i m p l y added a f l o o r and employed a l i t t l e more l a v i s h 
o r n a m e n t a t i o n . A l t h o u g h l e s s flamboyant than o t h e r C a t h a r i n e d e s i g n s , 
t h i s type and the P e i r c e S c h o o l , n e v e r t h e l e s s , p r o v i d e a statement of 
c o n n e c t i o n w i t h b u i l d i n g s of l e a r n i n g and e d u c a t i o n through the use of 
the C o l l e g i a t e G o t h i c s t y l e . 

The P e i r c e S c h o o l r e p r e s e n t s P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s response to the needs 
of a r a p i d l y growing and changing e d u c a t i o n a l system and the rema r k a b l e 
v e r s a t i l i t y of C a t h a r i n e ' s b a s i c p l a n s to s a t i s f y the space r e q u i r e m e n t s 
of neighborhood s c h o o l s through e x p a n d a b i l i t y . 

N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r C r i t e r i a : C, Architecture 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n : The nominated p r o p e r t y c o n t a i n s the c o n t r i b u t i n g 
b u i l d i n g and a l l h i s t o r i c a l l y a s s o c i a t e d l a n d . 

There i s one contributing building on the nominated property. 

Verbal boundary: the nominated property i s tax parcel #886211000. 

EVALUATION 

i n 
UATION 

For i t s p l a c e i n the h i s t o r y of e d u c a t i o n and of s c h o o l a r c h i t e c t u r e 
P h i l a d e l p h i a , t h i s b u i l d i n g m e r i t s e n t r y on the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r . 
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