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26. brief descriotion (nate unusuasl features, intagrity, environment, threats and associated duiidings)
A 3-story, 5-register, stone school set upon a slightly raised base-

ment. The front elevation is divided into five registers; the outside
registers each contains separate openings with stone sills and lintels
on the first two floors and stone sills under arched openings on the
third level. The inside registers now contain single openings with
stone sills and lintels. Four windows :fill each opening. These
openings were probably altered from the original design in 1922 when
a large 9-register wing was erected. Portholes appear over the
central three registers of the front facade and the cornice is set
higher than over the outside registérs. The side elevation extends
but, two registers. The one next to the front contains two openings
similar to those on the outside registers of the front. The second
register contains the entrance, stairwell, and three ORERIRE Sackidrtdhisery)

B Tn g LS TenuTe With the School District, 1885-1899, Joseph W.
Anschutz designed 76 school buildings. Of these, the great majority
have .been demolished, leaving but twelve with enough integrity for
consideration for the National Register. Nine of the twelve were
entered on the National Register in 1986; however, three others were
overlooked, including the Watson Comly, Philip Sheridan and James

- lgontinue on back if neceysary) |

29. prepared by:

Pdnends " Buh1ic School Buildings of Philadelphia
Edmunds, Chronological List of- Philadelphia School J. M. Moak
Buildings 3

revision(s)

-81

3199138 puowydTy 0O%€E

UOINDO] IPJID0US 10 SEUIPPE LS C

OPOD Avauns ‘p

LS4uduu:LJhqLJhL,_Lnsu:anaJLququlﬂ_Ehiinﬂalgkia"“gﬂw 645



ADODITIONAL DATA/PHOTOS ' .| 4.survey code B
n er 3ll continuations from front i

26. DESCRIPTION (continued)
rough stone trim. The addition stands at the southeastern part of the
building.

27. HISTORY/SIGNIFICANCE (continued)
Martin Schools.  They appear in the present nomination.

As built the James Martin School bore a very close resemblance to the
James G. Blaine (1894-1895) and Gustavus S. Benson (1894-1896) Schools in
plan and elevation. The Martin School survives as the only example of
Anschutz's use of Romanesque Revival ornamentation applied to an essentially
utilitarian structure and further reflects his stylistic versatility. The
Martin School assumes additional interest in the addition of 1922 by Irwin
T. Catharine. Known primarily for his school designs in Collegiate Gothic,
Georgian Revival and Art Deco modes, including additions to older buildipgs,
Catharine here retained the original character of Anschutz's work, respected
and adopted Anschutz's vocabulary and sought to follow the original design.
This may be the last instance in which Catharine did not use a totally new
design.

National Register Criteria: C, Architecture

Boundary Justification: The nominated property contains the contributing
building and all historically associated land.

There is one contributing building on the nominated property.

Verbal boundary: the nominated property is tax parcel #451150400.

EVALUATION ]
For its place in the history of education and of school architecture in
Philadelphia, this building warrants listing on the National Register

EVALUATORI(S)

novemoer 1979
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NWe Richmond & Ontario Streets
1987
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