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P E N N S Y L V A N I A HISTORIC R E S O U R C t S U R V E Y F O R M 
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P A H I S T O R I C A L & M U S E U M C O M M I S S I O N H a r r i s b u r g , P A 1 7 1 2 0 

8. p rope r t y owners name and address 

School D i s t r i c t of P h i l a d e l p h i a 
21st & Winter Streets 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania I9IO3 

12. c lass i f i ca t ion 
site ( ) s t ruc ture ( ) ob ject ( ) 
building () Thematic 

in N . R . d is t r i c t yes ( ) no ( ) 

16. a rch i tec t or engineer 

H. deCourcy Richards 

i3 . date(s) (how de termined) ate(s) (how det 

1915-1916 
14. pe r iod 

191.5-1916 
17. con t rac to r or bu i lde r 

W i l l i a m R. Dougherty 

7. Loca l survev o rgan iza t ion 

P h i l a d e l p h i a H i s t o r i c a l Commiss i o n 

9. tax parcel number / o ther number 

8 8 6 2 2 3 5 0 0 
11. status (other surveys, l ists etc.! 

15. s ty le, design or fo lk t ype 

Late Gothic Revival 
Other: U t i l i t a r i a n 
18. p r imary bu i l d i ng mat . / cons t ruc t ion j 21 c o n d i t i o n 

B r i c k w i t h t e r r a 
c o t t a trimmings 

A..h^ H ^ 
2 . 1 a c r e s 

\ 14 l3 l X i 216 10 
nf i r th ihg 

F r a n k f o r d 
usgs 
sheet 

19. or ig ina l use 
School 

20 . present use b C h O O l 

Good 

22.mtegr,ty P a l r / G o o d 
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2 3 . site p lan w i th no r t h a r row 

2 4 . p h o t o no ta t i on 

2 5 . f i l e / l oca t i on 

B L A C K A N D W H I T E P R I N T ( S ) 

G V J " X 5 " en largement or m e d i u m fo rmat con tac t 
note l oca t i on of negative in b lock 24 . 

2 6 . br ief desc r ip t i on (note unusual features, in tegr i ty , env i r onmen t , threats and associated bu i ld ings) 

See reverse s ide 

( con t inue o n back if necessary) 

2 7 . h i s to ry , s ign i f i cance and /o r b a c k g r o u n d 

See reverse s i d e 

2 8 . sources of i n f o r m a t i o n 

See reverse s ide 

( con t i nue o n back if necessarv) 

( con t i nue o n back if necessarv) 
2 9 . p repared b y : 

J e f f e r s o n M. Moak 

3 0 . date 

'^-21-87 
revision(s) 
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A D D I T I O N A L D A T A / P H O T O S 
number all c o n t i n u a t i o n s f r o m f r on t 

4 . s u r v e y code 

.3.ADDRESS; R i s i n g Sun Avenue , 5737-5741 
5. NAME: F r a n k l i n , flenjaaiin. Schoo l 
6. FORMER NAME: 
13.DATES: 1915-1916 ADDITIONS; 1931, 1951 
DESCRIPTION: A 2-5tory, j-register, brick school set upon a raised brick 
basement. A stone dripcourse runs above the basenent openings. The entrances 
are located in the outside registers with carved stone and terra cotta surrounds 
on the f i r s t floor and a single opening on the second stairway l e v e l . A 
diapered brick panel s i t s above this latter opening. The middle three registers 
have four openings on each floor with stone surrounds and carved terra cotta 
panels s i t t i n g between the floors. Brick piers separate the registers. A stone 
cornice runs above the second fioor openings and below the brick parapet. A 
carved stone panel with the name of the school appears in the center. A brick 
addition was b u i l t onto the eastern side in 1931, designed by Irwin T. 
Catharine. A long, l-story, addition was erected in 1954 and i s connected to 
the main building only by a corridor. 

HISTORV/SIGN.: The Benjaain Franklin School i s the only school designed froa 
School Board Type Nuaber 133. The f i r s t of the two additions blends into the 
original Richards design. The second addition does l i t t l e marring of the 
original fabric of the building as i t i s connected only by an extension of the 
f i r s t floor corridor. The o r i g i n a l building i s a well preserved representative of 
the Late ,Gothic Revival and U t i l i t a r i a n styles adopted by Richards i n many of his 
designs during the 1910s. . , . 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r C r i t e r i a : C, Architecture 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n : The nominated p r o p e r t y Contains the c o n t r i b u t i n g 
b u i l d i n g , one n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g , and a l l h i s t o r i c a l l y a s s o c i a t e d 
land . 

2B.SOURCES: Edaunds, Public School Buildings of Philadelphia, 1908-1918 
Edaunds, Chronological L i s t of Public School Buildings, 1818-1934 
School Dis t r c t , "New Buildingt Under Contract" 

EVALUATION: Despite the additions, this building warrants consideration for 
inclusion to the Mational Register as part of the Philadelphia Public Schoois 
Theaatic D i s t r i c t . 

There i s one contributing and one noncontributing building on t h i s nominated property. 

Verbal boundary: the nominated property i s tax parcel #886223500. 

E V A L U A T I O N 

E V A L U A T O R ( S ) 

hovember 1979 



NPS Forni lO-WXk* 
(»-Be) 

OUB Approval No 1024.O013 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Nane 
State 

P h i l a d e l p h i a P u b l i c Schools, TR 
P h i l a d e l p h i a County, PA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

31- Emlen, Eleanor Cope, School of P r a c t i c e 

fiubstaativa iUviea 

Date/Signature 

Keeper J ^ . , . ^ j')y^^ ^ I I J L A ^ ^ " j y i / s ^ 

A t t e s t 

32. Fell, D. Newlin, School Entered iH A^epe/^?M-W^^^^._^ y / ^ r A A 

national Beglater / ^ / 
A t t e s t 

33. 

34, 

F e i t o n v i l l e School No. 2 i^epe^^^p^^^Uj^A.r.^>^/P-^^ ///yS-^A^A 

A t t e s t 

Ferguson, Joseph C , Schoolfjntered In tha 

National Beglster 

35. F i n l e t t e r , Thomas K . , School 
Elntei 
IJatic 

A t t e s t 

eepe 

A t t e s t 

—36. Fitzslmons, Thomas, Junior 
High School 

Keeper (^^.g.^, '/yz&yiy 

37. Forrest, Edwin, School ^^tr^^g^ste/^-P-^ ^ y ; 7 ( ^ ^ ^ ^ - - ^ / ^ . ^ . yjA/A^y^ 

38. F r a n k l i n , Benjamin, School 

Hational Begitl--

G i l l e s p i e , E l i z a b e t h Duane, 
Junior High School kiuu^sKCU.U^«,^.-Mi..,^^ 

40. Gratz, Simon, High School 

A t t e s t 

-^T^per /^yAA'-^^'^-^'^-'-^^^ 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Fran k l i n , Benjamin, School 

Philadelphia Public Schools TR 

STATE & COUNTY: PENNSYLVANIA, Philadelphia 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 10/18/88 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 11/18/88 

DATE RECEIVED: 10/04/88 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 11/03/88 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 88002274 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N 

COMMENTJWAIVER: N 

f̂ -jCcCEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

REJECT DATE in the 
«*iflflal Beglatac 

••iv.'.if-. >' 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
REVIEWER ~_ 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

_architectural classification 
_materials 
_descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Checic and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
applicable criteria 
justification of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000730 


