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3.ADDRESS: Rising Sun Avenue, 3737-5741

S.NAME: Franklin, Benjamin, School

b.FORMER NAME:

13.DATES: 1915-1914 ADDITIONS: 1931, 1951

DESCRIPTION: A Z-story, S-register, brick school set upon a raised brick
basement. A stone dripcourse runs above the basement openings. The entrances
are located in the outside registers with carved stone and terra cotta surrounds
on the first floor and a single opening on the second stairway level. &
diapered brick panel sits above this latter opening. The middie three registers
have four openings on each floor with stone surrounds and carved terra cotta
panels sitting between the floors. Brick piers separate the registers. #& stone
cornice runs above the second floor openings and below the brick parapet. A
carved stone panel with the name of the school appears in the center. A brick
addition was built onto the eastern side in 1931, designed by Irwin T.
Catharine. # long, l-story, addition was erected in 1954 and is connected to
the main building only by a corridor.

HISTORY/SIGN.: The Benjamin Franklin School is the only school designed from
School Board Type Number 133. The first of the two additions blends into the
original Richards design. The second addition does little marring of the

original fabric of the building as it is connected only by an extension of the
first floor corridor. The original building is a well preserved representative of

eglL%ge gggglctgevi¥i6 and Utilitarian styles adopted by Richards in many of his
Natf%nai Reg ister Cr1teria C, Architecture 8

Boundary Justification: The nominated property contains the contributing
building, one non-contributing building, and all historically associated
land.

28.S0URCES: Edmunds, Public School Buildings of Philadelphia, 1908-1918
Edmunds, Chronological List of Public School Buildings, 1818-1934
School Distrct, "New Buildings Under Contract”

EVALUATION: Despite the additions, this building warrants consideration for

inclusion to the National Register as part of the Philadelphia Public Schools
Thematic District.

There is one contributing and one noncontributing building on this nominated property.

Verbal boundary: the nominated property is tax parcel #886223500.

EVALUATION

EVALUATOR(S)

hovember 1979
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