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28. tilesiocation

26, drief descriotion (note unusual festures, integrity, environment, thrests and associated duiidings)

A 3-story, 9-register, brick building set upon a raised brick basement
The left and right registers are recessed with narrow horizontal open-
ings on each floor. The interior registers are set within a shallow U
in a 1-5-1- pattern. Large stone arched surrounds appear on the first
level, which is between floors, masking. the auditorium within. A.
double stone cornice sits above these arches. Square openings pierce
the third floor. Another stone cornice appears above the third floor
openings. A brick parapet capped by a stone coping sits above this
cornice. The name of the school is carved on a stone set in this
parapet. The side elevations measure five registers with a projecting
l-story entrance paviliom in the second register from the front on bot

elevations. These entrances are framed with double pilasters and an
= i th o (continue on dack if necessary)

27. history, significance and/or background
During the expansive years of the 1920s, the School District of Phila-

delphia had 77 new schools erected and 24 additions constructed on
existing buildings. The 77 included 56 elementary schools, 16 junior
high schools, three senior high schools and two technical schools.
Indeed, between September 1921 and December 1923 alone, the School
Board authorized 13 elementary schools and eight junior, g%gh“sc%golsﬁ
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26. DESCRIPTION (continued) )

entryway. The remaining registers have bands of windows in a 1-3-1 pattern.
A stone dripcourse appears above the basement, stone cornices above the
second and third floors. An addition was erected to the rear in 1962.

27. HISTORY/SIGNIFICANCE (continued)
This program reflected the needs that arose from the continued growth of
population, the spread of new development, and, to a lesser extent, the
modernization of the District's facilities. '

In response to this program, Irwin T. Catharine adopted the expedient
of employing the same or essentially the same plans and elevations for a
number of buildings. For example, Type 137, a 3-story, 9-register brick
building with Regency inspired ornamentation, was used for eight schools in
several sections of the city. The first of these, the Joseph C. Ferguson
School, was started in 1921 and was followed by seven others which appear
as a part of this nomination. The Ferguson School, despite the 1962 addition
to the rear, possesses comparable integrity to the others.

The Feguson School and its seven duplicates represent Philadelphia's
response to the needs of a rapidly growing and changing educational system.

Nation Register Criteria: C, Architecture

Boundary Justification: The nomination property contains the contributing
building and all historically associated land.

There is one contributing building on the nominated property.

Verbal boundary: the nominated property is tax parcel #886162000.
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EVA‘LUATION
For its place in the history of education and of school architecture in

Philadelphia, this building warrants entry on the National Register.
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