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7. Loeal survav organlution 

P h i l a d e l p h i a H i s t o r i c a l - C o m m i s s i o n 

S. oresarrr ownan rwrn* an« M d r M 

School D i s t r i c t of P h i l a d e l p h i a 
21st and Winter S tree t s 
P h i l a d e l p h i a , PA 19103 

9. taa pareai numaar / otnar numbar 

836162000 
11. natu* lotnar turvayt, lira atcl 
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2 . 5 acres , 
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I*"*' P h i l a d e l p h i a 
12. elauifleation 

Ilta ( ) ttruetura ( 1 objaet 1 ) 
13. dataljl ihow oatarminad) 

1921-1922 
18. tryla, daaign or folk tvoa 

C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l 

19. viflioai UM-

S choo1 
12. elauifleation 

Ilta ( ) ttruetura ( 1 objaet 1 ) 
14, sanod 

1921-1922 

18. tryla, daaign or folk tvoa 
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School 
18. arenitaet ar wi«inaar 

Irwin T . C a t h a r i n 

l7. contractor ar buildar 

e Unknown 

IS. primary building mat-Zeonttructior 
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23. sita plan witn nortti arrow 

34. pnoto notation 

23. fila/loeatian 
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3M" a S" anlargamant or madium format eontaet 
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*> 26. briaf daaariatlan Inoto unuauat faaturaa, intagritv. anvirenrtiant, tnraat* and aaaoaiatad buildlnga) 

A 3 - s t o r y , 9 - r e g i s t e r , b r i c k b u i l d i n g set upon a r a i s e d b r i c k basement 
The l e f t and r i g h t r e g i s t e r s are rece s s e d w i t h narrow h o r i z o n t a l open 
ings on each f l o o r . The i n t e r i o r r e g i s t e r s are set w i t h i n a sh a l l o w U 
i n a 1-5-1- p a t t e r n . Large stone arched surrounds appear on the f i r s t 
l e v e l , which i s between f l o o r s , masking, the a u d i t o r i u m w i t h i n . A 
double stone c o r n i c e s i t s above these a r c h e s . Square openings p i e r c e 
the t h i r d f l o o r . Another stone c o r n i c e appears above the t h i r d f l o o r 
openings. A b r i c k parapet capped by a stone coping s i t s above t h i s 
C o r n i c e . The name of the s c h o o l i s carved on a stone set i n t h i s 
p a r a p e t . The s i d e e l e v a t i o n s measure f i v e r e g i s t e r s w i t h a p r o j e c t i n g 
l - s t o r y entrance p a v i l i o n i n the second r e g i s t e r from the f r o n t on b o t ^ 
e l e v a t i o n s . These entrances are framed w i t h double p i l a s t e r s and an 
e n ^ a ^ ^ a h i i T - g - A l a y g o g t - f ' l i Q f l n p o n i n g a p p o g t - g a V i n i r o <-V.o (eontinua on back If naeawarvl 
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37. niatorv, tignlfleanea and/or background 

During the expansive years of the 1920s, the School D i s t r i c t o f P h i l a ­
d e l p h i a had 77 new s c h o o l s e r e c t e d and 24 a d d i t i o n s c o n s t r u c t e d on 
e x i s t i n g b u i l d i n g s . The 77 i n c l u d e d 56 elementary s c h o o l s , 16 j u n i o r 
h i g h s c h o o l s , t h r e e s e n i o r h i g h s c h o o l s and two t e c h n i c a l s c h o o l s . 
Indeed, between September 1921 and December 1923 a l o n e , the School 
Board a u t h o r i z e d 13 elementary s c h o o l s and e i g h t j u n i o r h i g h s c h o o l s . 
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2B. soureat of Information 

Edmunds, C h r o n o l o g i c a l L i s t of P u b l i c School B u i l d ­
i n g s , 1818-1934 

School Board, New B u i l d i n g s Under C o n t r a c t 
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29. praparad by: 

J . M. Moak 
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26. DESCRIPTION (c o n t i n u e d ) 
entryway. The remaining r e g i s t e r s have bands of windows i n a 1-3-1 p a t t e r n . 
A stone d r i p c o u r s e appears above the basement, stone c o r n i c e s above the 
second and t h i r d f l o o r s . An a d d i t i o n was e r e c t e d to the r e a r i n 1962. 

27. HISTORY/SIGNIFICANCE (co n t i n u e d ) 
This program r e f l e c t e d the needs t h a t arose from the c o n t i n u e d growth of 
p o p u l a t i o n , the spread of new development, and, to a l e s s e r e x t e n t , the 
m o d e r n i z a t i o n of the D i s t r i c t ' s f a c i l i t i e s . 

I n response to t h i s program, I r w i n T. C a t h a r i n e adopted the expedient 
of employing the same or e s s e n t i a l l y the same plans and e l e v a t i o n s f o r a 
number of b u i l d i n g s . For example. Type 137, a 3 - s t o r y , 9 - r e g i s t e r b r i c k 
b u i l d i n g w i t h Regency i n s p i r e d ornamentation, was used f o r e i g h t s c h o o l s i n 
s e v e r a l s e c t i o n s of the c i t y . The f i r s t of t h e s e , the Joseph C. Ferguson 
S c h o o l , was s t a r t e d i n 1921 and was f o l l o w e d by seven o t h e r s which appear 
as a p a r t of t h i s n o m i n a t i o n . The Ferguson S c h o o l , d e s p i t e the 1962 a d d i t i o n 
to the r e a r , possesses comparable i n t e g r i t y to the o t h e r s . 

The Feguson School and i t s seven d u p l i c a t e s r e p r e s e n t P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s 
response to the needs of a r a p i d l y growing and changing e d u c a t i o n a l system. 

N a t i o n R e g i s t e r C r i t e r i a : C, A r c h i t e c t u r e 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n : The n o m i n a t i o n p r o p e r t y c o n t a i n s the c o n t r i b u t i n g 
b u i l d i n g and a l l h i s t o r i c a l l y a s s o c i a t e d l a n d . 

There i s one c o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g on the nominated p r o p e r t y . 

V e r b a l boundary: the nominated p r o p e r t y i s tax p a r c e l #886162000 

E V A L U A T I O N 

For i t s p l a c e i n the h i s t o r y of e d u c a t i o n and of s c h o o l a r c h i t e c t u r e i n 
P h i l a d e l p h i a , t h i s b u i l d i n g w arrants e n t r y on the N a t i o n a l Register.^ 

E V A L U A T O R I S I 
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