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3.ADDRESS: Old York Road, 4733

5.NAME: Cooke, Jay, Junior High School

b6.FORMER NAME:

13.DATES: 1922-1924 ADDITIONS:

DESCRIPTIONs A 3-story, l7-register, brick building set upon a raised stono
basement. The front of the building is in the shape of a shallow W. The center
three registers form a projected pavilion. This pavilion has a stone first
floor with arched entrance openings, stone pilasters between the openings on the
upper floors, a stonecourse with the nase of the school above the third floor
and a balcony on top. The six registers on either side have a brick first floor
with triple sash within the openings, stone sills and stone keystone-centered
lintels. A stone beltcourse/cornice runs above the first floor. The registers
are recessed on the second and third floors and separated by brick pilasters
with stone caps. A stone cornice runs beneath the brick parapet. The end
registers project with the same sash arrangement as that found on the previously
described registers. The side elevations stretch 12 registers deep with
projecting entrances in the third registers from the end. All openings along
the side are at the same level, including those fronting the stairwells.

HISTORY/SIBN.3 'In response to changes in: the theory and practice of education, °
the School District of PhiladeXphia undertook a program of ‘erecting junior high
schools. The first junior hlgh school: in the city, Holmes :Junior High School;," was
built as an elementary school and; with:the addition of:am - auditorium and other
rooms, converted tara junfor‘high-school'sodn:aftér its 'completion in 1916-1917.
This school appears asi & part of this nomination.  During the expansive years following
World War I, the School District: began to ‘design and: erect buildings specifically
as junior high schools. The first plans- for junior high schools as jurmior high
schools received ‘the type designation JHS-4. This new school was large by the:*
standards of the: era and ‘exceeded in size only by the senior high schools of the
second decade of the ‘twentfeth century.. In the yearsl922:1924, the School -
District hadieight identical buildings -erected from this model: devised by Irwin

T. Catharine. The contract for the first of this form, the Edwin H. Vare School,
was let in March 1922, followed the next month by those for the Anna H. Shaw and
Jay Cooke Junior High Schools. Construction of three others began in 1923. The
Jay Cooke School represents this innovation in pedagogy, and in the development
and 1mpIementation/of an architectural response to the new need. ' The Jay Cooke
School possesses excellent integrity. '

'EVALUATlOlz This building warrants inclusion onto the National Register as part
of the Philadelphia Public Schools Thesatic District.

28. Sources: Edmunds, Chronological List of Public School Buildings, 1818-1934
School Board, '"New Buildings Under Contract"

There is one contributing building on the nominated property.

Verbal boundary: the nominated property is tax parcel #886259500.

EVALUATION

Boundary Justification - The nominated property contains the contributing building
and all historically associated land.

National Register Criteria: A & C, Architecture & EVALUATOR(S)
Education

hovember 1979
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Jay Cooke, Junior High School

1300 Louden Street

1987

Negatives at Philadelphia Historical
Commission

Photographed by City of Philadelphia
Front Facade
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