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28. brief descriotion (nate unususl features, integrity, environment, threats and 3330ciated dDuildings)

A 3-story, 8-register, brick school set upon a raised basement. The
outside registers are blank, featuring a large diapered brick panel.
The central four registers each have five windows in a 1-3-1 arrange-
ment and are separated from each other by brick piers containing terra
cotta capitals above the third floor window line. The registers next
to the outgide contain ground floor stone arched entryways, a stone
2-story bay at the second and third floors, paired windows within a
single opening at the fourth level and a crenellated battlement at

the top marked by four small towers at each cornmer. Generally, the
details of this building follow those introduced in 1922 with the
Jenks and Morrison Schools, but brought to full flower in this design.

A small rear addition was constructed in 1953.
(continue on back if necessary)

27. history, significancs and/or dackground

The School District undertook a massive construction program in the
1920s. Between 1924 and 1930, it erected six 3-story,8-register, yel-
low brick, Art Deco elementary schools on Irwin T. Catharine's model
of type 144; they appear in this nomination. He used this same basic
form and plan in three other schools in 1929-1931, including the Laura

H. Carnell School, which substituted red brick for yellow and Academic
‘sontinue on Dack if necessaey

28. sources of informatian 29. preparea byv:

Edmunds, Chronological List of Public School Build- J. M. Moak

ings, 1818-1934

School Board, "New School Buildings Under Contract' |39, daw 1'"”"”
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27. HISTORY/SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Gothic for Art Deco. This group of three -- or more properly nine --
"illustrates the proliferation of school buildings in the 1920s, the
versatility of Catharine, and a peculiar stylistic ambiguity or tension
between statements of modernity and tradition. The group of three were
also among the last of Catharine's designs in the Academic or Collegiate
Gothic 'style. The Carnell School has very good integrity.

National Register Criteria: C, Architecture

Boundary Justification: The nominated property contains the contributing
building and all historically associated land.

There is one contributing building on the nominated property.

Verbal boundary: the nominated property is tax parcel #886270500.

EVALUATION

This building warrants listing on the National Register for its place in
the history of education and of school architecture in Philadelphia.
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